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*^*  The  livres  in  the  following  work  have  been 
reduced  to  fterling  at  the*  rate  of  ten-pence 
half-penny  ^^  livre.  Inthecourfe  of  this  ope- 
ration the  tranilator  found  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  author  valued  them  at  a* different 
rate,  and  upon  trial,  in  fome  inftances,  the 
value  came  out  at  the  rate  of  ten-pence  two* 
thirds  of  a  penny.  PofSbly  this  may  have 
been  the  author*s  ftandard;  but  as  that  cir- 
cumftance  could  not  be  afcertained  throughout, 
without  the  identical  authorities  ufed  by  the 
author,  and  as  the  work  was  already  far  ad-^ 
tranced,  the  tranilator  did  not  make  any  change 
in  his  calculations,  for  which  he  hopes  to  meet 
with  the  reader's  indulgence. 
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tioned. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

NO  event  has  been  (o  interefting  to  mankind  in  ge-  BOOK 
neraly  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Europe  in  particu-         ^'      ^- 
lar,  as  the  difcovery  of  the  new  world,  and  the  pafikcre  to 
India  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.    It  gave  rife  to  a  jevj^-  vcncs,wars, 
'  lution  in  the  commerce^  and  in  the  power  of  nations  j  and  *'***^"* 
in  the  manners,  induflry,  and  government  of  the  world  in  Porcuguefe 
general.     At  this  period  new  connexions  werp  formed  by  j^jic^^  * 

*  the  moft  4^^?^^  regions,  for  the  fujpply  of  want's  they  had 
never  before  experienced.  The  productions  or  x:limates 
fituated  near  the  equator,  were  confumed  irt  countries 

*  bordering  on.  the  pole  J  the  induflry  of  the  north  was 
/Vranfplanted  to  the  fouth ;   and  the  inhabitants  of  the 

weft,  were  cloathed  with  the  manufadlures  of  the  eall  1  a 

*  general  intercourfe  of  opinions,  laws  and  cuftbms,'^  dif- 
'  eafts  and  i^m^dtifis,  virtues  and  vices,  was  fcftiBfitted 
"  tft^oughout  the  world. 
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Every  thing  has  changed,  and  muft  change  again.  But 
it  is  a  queftion,  whether  the  revolutions  that  are  paffed,  or 
thofe  which  muft  hereafter  take  place,  have  been,  or  can 
be  of  any  utility  to  the  human  race  ?  Will  they  ever  add 
to  the  tranquility,  the  happinefs,  and  the  pleafures  of 
mankind  ?  Can  they  improve  our  prefent  ftate,  or  do  they 

only  change  it  ? 

The  Europeans  have  founded  colonies  in  all  parts,  but 
are  they  acquainted  with  the  principles  on  which  they 
ought  to  be  eftablifhed  ?    They  have  indeed  encouraged 
mutual  commerce,  and  promoted  agriculture  and  induftiy. 
The  commerce  is  transferred  from  one  people  to  another. 
Can  we  not  difcover  by  what  means  and  in  what  fitua- 
tions  this  has  been  effefted  ?  Since  America,  and  the  paf- 
fage  by  the  Cape  has  been  known,  fome  nations  that  were  . 
of  no  confequence  are  become  powerful :  others,  that  were 
the  terror  of  Europe  have  loft  their  authority.    How  has 
the  condition  of  thefe  feveral  people  been  afFedled  by  thefe 
'  difcoveries  ?  'How  comes  it  to  pafs  that  thofe  to  whom  na- 
ture has  been  moft  liberal,  are  not  always  the  richeft  and 
moft  flourifhing  ?   To  throw  fome  light  on  thefe'  import- 
ant queftions,  we  muft  take  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  Europe 
before  thefe  difcoveries  were  made,  we  muft  trace  circum- 
ftantially  the  events  they  have  given  rife  to,  and  conclude 
with  examining  it,  as   it  prefents  itfelf  at  this  day. 

Thb  commercial  ftates  have  civilized  all  others.  The 
Phoenicians,  whofe  extent  of  country  and  influence  were 
extremely  limited,  by  their  genius  for  naval  enterprizes, 
acquired  an  importance  which  ranked  them  foremoft  in 
the  hiftory  of  ancient  nations. 

They  are  mentioned  by  writers  of  every  clafs.  They 
were  known  to  the  moft  diftant  climes,  and  their  fame  has 
been  tranfmitted  to  fucceeding  ages. 

Situated  on  a  barren  coaft,  feparated  from  the  con- 
tinent by  the  Mediterranean  on  one  fide,  and  the  moun- 
tains 


in;  the  east  and  west  indies.  j 

tains  of  Libanus  on  the  other ;  they  feem  to  have  been  BOOK 
deilined  by  nature  for  the  dominion  of  the  fea.  Fifhing 
taught  them  the  art  of  navigation,  and  fumiihed  them 
with  the  purple  dye  which  they  extracted  from  the  murex : 
at  the  fame  time  the  fea-fand  led  them  to  difcover  the 
fecret  of  making  glafs.  Happy  in  enjoying  fo  few  natu* 
ral  advantages,  for  the  want  of  thefe  awakened  that  fpirit 
of  invention  and  induftry,  which  is  the  parent  of  arts  and 
opulence ! 

It  muft  be  confefled,  that  the  fituation  of  the  Phoenicians 
was  admirably  adapted  to  extend  their  commerce  to  every 
part  of  the  world.  By  inhabiting,  as  it  were,  the  confines 
of  Africa,  Ada,  and  Europe,  if  they  could  not  unite  the 
inhabitants  of  the  globe  in  one  common  intereft,  they  at 
leafi  had  it  in  their  power,  by  a  commercial  intercourfe^ 
to  communicate  to  every  nation  the  enjoyments  of  all  cli- 
mates. But  the  ancients,  who,  though  they  have  taught 
the  moderns  much  ufeful  knowledge,  have  often  been  ex- 
celled by  them,  had  not  fufficient  means  to  enable  them  to 
eftabliih  an  univerf^l  commerce.  The  Phcenicians  had  no 
fiiipping  except  galiies ;  they  only  carried  on  a  coafting 
trade,  and  their  failing  was  confined  to  the  Mediterranean. 
Though  Ihis  ftate  was  the  model  upon  which  other  mari* 
time  powers  were  formed,  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  deter* 
mine  what  they  have  done,  as  what  they  might  have  done* 
We  may  form  a  conjedure  of  their  population  by  their 
colonies.  It  is  faid  that  their  numbers  extended  along  the 
borders  of  the  Mediterranean,  particularly  on  the  coafts 
of  Africa. 

Tyrk  or  Sidon,  the  queen  of  the  ocean,  gave  birth  to 
Carthage.  While  the  opulence  of  Tyre  invited  tyrants  to 
rivet  its  fetters,  Carthage,  the  oflFspring  of  Tyre,  not- 
withftanding  its  riches,  had  this  happy  advantage  over 
the  parent  flate,  that  it  enjoyed  its  liberty.  It  commanded 
the  coafts  of  Africa,  and  had  pofTeilion  of  Spain,  which 
was  even  then  the  richefl  country  in  Europe,  and  famous 
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fi  O  O  K  for  its  own  gold  and  filver  minesy  though  deflined  at  the 
expence  of  fo  much  bloodihed,  to  acquire  others  in  the 
new  world. 

Had  the  Roman  power  never  exifted^  Carthage  would 
in  all  probability  have  been  nothing  more  than  a  commer- 
cial >flate;  but  the  ambition  of  one  nation  excited  all  the 
reft  to  relinquiih  the  arts  of  commerce  for  thofeof  war,  and 
either  to  conquer  or  to  periih.  Carthage,  after  a  long  and 
glorious  conteil  for  the  empire  of  the  world,  was  forced  to 
fubmit  to  the  all-fubduing  genius  of  Rome.  The  fub- 
verdon  of  a  republic,  which  gloried  in  their  induflry,  and 
owed  their  power  to  their  Ikill  in  ufefiil  arts,  was,  per- 
haps, a  misfortune  to  Europe,  and  to  the  world  in  general. 

Greece,  interfedied  on  all  fides  by  feas,  muft  necefiarily 
flourifh  by  commerce.  Its  fituation  in  the  Archipelago, 
and  its  diftance  from  any  large  continent,  feemed  to 
make,  it  unlikely  that  it  Ihould  either  conquer  or  be  con- 
quered. Situated  between  Afia  and  Europe,  it  contri- 
buted to  civilize  both  the  one  and  the  other,  and  enjoyed 
a  deferved  fhare  of  profperity,  as  the  reward  of  its  fervices. 
As  almoft  all  the  Greeks  came  either  from  Egypt  or  Phce- 
nicia,  they  brought  along  with  them  the  knowledge  and 
Snduftry  of  thofe  countries  ;  but  of  all  the  Afiatic  colonics^ 
thofe  were  the  moft  flouriftiing  and  happy,  which  had  a 
turn  for  commerce. 

Athens  employed  her  firft  ihips  either  in  trafficking  in 
Afia,  or  in  planting  as  many  colonies  as  Greece  in  her  in- 
fancy might  have  received  from  thence :  but  thefe  emi- 
grations involved  them  in  wars.  The  Perfians,  living 
under  an  arbitrary  government,  would  not  even  fuflFer  any 
free  people  to  fettle  on  the  confines  of  the  fea ;  and  the 
Satraps  inculcated  Into  the  great  king,  the  dodrine  of  uni- 
verfal  (lavery.  This  was  the  fource  of  all  the  wars  in 
Afia  Minor,  where  the  Athenians  fotmd  means  to  make  all 
the  infular  and  maritime  flates  cither  their  allies  or  their 
fubjedts.    Athens  enlarged  her  commerce  by  her  viAorfes, 
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and  her  power  by  her  commerce.     All  the  arts  made  their  BOOK 
appearance  in  Greece  at  the  fame  time,  together  with  the 
luxury  of  Aila. 

Commerce,  agriculture,  and  the  means  of  population, 
were  introduced  into  Sicily  by  the  Greeks  and  the  Cartha- 
ginians. Rome,  who  beheld  their  progrefs  with  a  jealous 
eye,  made  itfelf  maflcr  of  an  iiland  which  fupplicd  Sicily  ; 
and  having  driven  out  the  two  nations  that  contended  for 
the  fovercignty  of  it,  attacked  fird  one,  and  then  the 
other.  From  the  moment  that  Carthage  was  deflroyed, 
Greece  trembled  for  her  fate.  But  it  was  Alexander  who 
marked  the  way  for  the  Romans ;  nor  was  it  poflible,  per* 
haps,  that  the  Greeks  could  have  been  fubdued  by  a  fo- 
reign power,  if  they  had  not  firft  conquered  each  other. 
Commerce  is  finally  deftroyed  by  the  riches  it  accumulates, 
as  power  is  by  its  own  conquefls ;  and*  when  the  com- 
jn'erce  of  the  Greeks  had  failed  in  the  Mediterranean,  it 
^o  longer  fubfifted  in  any  part  of  the  known  world. 

Thb  Greeks,  by  improving  upon  all  the  fcienccs,  and 
arts  they  had  received  from  the  Egyptians,  and  Tyrians, 
elevated  human  reafon  to  ^  degree  of  perfedlion,  which 
has  been  reduced  fo  low  by  the  fubfequent  revolutions  of 
empires^  that  in  all  probability  it  will  never  rife  again  to 
the  fame  ftandard.  Their  admirable  inftifations  were 
fuperior  to  the  befl  we  have  at  this  day.  The  plan  upon 
which  they  founded  their  colonies  does  honour  to  their 
humanity.  As  all  the  arts  owed  to  them  their  rife,  and 
perfeftion,  thefe  did  not  furvive  the  fate  of  their  protec- 
tors :  It  is  evident  from  fome  works  of  Xenophon,  that 
they  were  better  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  trade, 
than  mod  modern  nations  are  at  prefent. 

If  we  confider  that  Europe  has  the  advantage  of  all  the 
knowledge  of  the  Greeks,  that  her  commerce  is  infinitely 
more  extenfive,  that  fince  the  improvements  in  navigation, 
our  ideas  are  directed  to  greater,  and  more  various  objcdts ; 
it  is  aftonilhing  that  we  (houlii  not  have  the  mofl  palpable 
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BOOK  fuperiority  over  them.    But  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  when 

thefe  people  arrived  at  the  knowledge  of  the  arts  and  of 
trade,  they  were  jull  produced  as  it  were  from  the  hands 
of  nature,  and  had  all  the  powers  neceffary  to  improve 
the  talents  (he  had  given  them :  whereas  the  European 
nations  had  the  misfortune  to  be  reftrained  by  laws, 
by  government,  and  by  an  exclufive  and  imperious 
religion.  In  Greece  the  arts  of  trade  met  with  men,  in 
Europe  with  (laves.  Whenever  the  abfurdities  of  our  in- 
ftitutions  have  been  pointed  out,  we  have  taken  pains  to 
correft  them,  without  ever  daring  totally  to  overthrow 
the  edifice.  We  have  remedied  fome  abufes,  by  intro- 
ducing others ;  and,  in  our  efforts  to  fupport,  reform  and 
palliate,  we  hate  adopted  more  contradiftions  and  ab* 
furdities  in  our  manners,  than  are  to  be  found  among 
the  mod  barbarous  people.  For  this  reafon,  if  the  art$ 
fhould  ever  gain  admifiion  among  the  Tartars,  and  Iroquois^ 
they  will  make  an  infinitely  more  rapid  progrefs  among 
them,  than  they  can  ever  do  in  Ruilia  and  Poland. 

Thb  Romans,  formed  for  conqueft,  though  they  dazzled 
the  world  with  an  appearance  of  grandeur,  fell  ihort  of 
the  Greeks  in  their  improvements  in  philofophy,  and  the 
arts.  They  promoted  an  intercourfe  between  different 
nations,  not  by  uniting  them  by  the  ties  of  commerce^ 
but  by  impofing  upon  them  the  fame  yoke  of  fubordina* 
tion.  They  ravaged  the  globe,  which  when  reduced  to 
fubje£kion,  they  left  in  a  ftate  rather  of  lethargy  than 
tranquility.  Their  defpotifm  and  military  government 
opprefled  the  People,  extinguifhed  the  powers  of  genius^ 
and  degraded  the  human  race. 

CoNSTANTiMB  pafTcd  two  laws,  which  though  Mon* 
tefquieuhasnot  ventured  to  reckon  them  among  the  caufes 
of  the  declenfion  of  the  empire,  threw  every  thing  into  ftill 
greater  diforder.  The  firfl,  didated  by  imprudence  and 
fanaticifm,  though  it  appeared  to  be  the  efFcdl  of  humanity, 
affords  a  proof  that  great  innovations  are  often  attended 
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^ith  great  danger;  and  that  the  original  rights  of  man-  BOOK 
kind  cannot  always  be  made  the  ftandard  of  government. 
By  this  law,  all  flaves  who  fhould  embrace  chriftianity, 
were  allowed  their  freedom.  Thus,  while  thofe  who  had  hi- 
thertodragged  on  a  precarious  exigence,  were  re-inftated  in 
their  primitive  rights,  the  (late  was  weakened ;  becaufe  the 
proprietors  of  large  trads  of  land  were  deprived  of  the 
number  of  hands  neceflary  for  their  improvement,  and 
for  fome  time  reduced  to  the  extremeft  indigence.     On 
the  other  hand,  the  new  converts,  having  no  property 
themfelves,  or  any  certain  means  of  fubfiftence,  were  not 
in  a  condition  to  alM  the  (late,  in  repairing  the  injury 
it  had  done  to  their  mailers.     It  is  equally  impoflible 
that  they  fhould  have  any  attachment  to  a  ftate  which 
did  hot  afford  them  fubfiftence,  or  to  a  religion,  which 
the  irrefiftible  defire  of  liberty  alone  induced  them  to- 
embrace.     By  another  edi£l,  paganifm  was  prohibited 
throughout  the  whole  empire,  and  thus  thefe  extenfive 
dominions  were  inhabited  by  men,  whofe  attachment  to 
each  other,  and  to  the  flate,  was  no  longer  fecured  by  the 
folemn  fan£Uons  of  religion :  having  no  piiefts,  no  tem- 
ples, no  public  morals,  they  had  no  motives '  to  excite 
them  to  repel  an  enemy  who  fhould  attack  a  government 
with  which  they  were  no  longer  conneded.        * 

The  inhabitants  of  the  north,  therefore,  when  they 
fell  upon  the  empire,  found  every  thing  ready  to  favour 
their  invafion.  HarrafTed  in  Poland  and  in  Germany,  by 
'  fome  nations  who  had  migrated  from  great  Tartary,  they 
took  a  temporary  poflfeffion  of  certain  provinces  already 
ruined,  till  they  were  expelled  by  fucceeding  conquerors  of 
a  (till  more  ferocious  difpofition  than  themfelves.  When  thefe 
barbarians  determined  to  fettle  in  the  regions  they  had 
laid  waile,  they  divided  countries  which  the  Romans  had 
formerly  united.  From  that  moment,  all  communication 
between  thofe  flates  eflablifhed  by  accident,  neceHity  or 
taprice,  was  at  an  end.    The  fwarms  of  pirates  that  in- 
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K  fefted  the  fcas,  together  with  the  fierce  difpofltion  of  tho 
inhabitants  of  the  frontiers,  difcouraged  every  conne£Uoa 
that  mutual  convenience  might  render  necefikry.    The 
^   fubjefts  of  each  ftate,  however  fmall  in  extent^  were  fepa* 
rated  from  each  other  by  infurmoun table  obftades;   as 
the  banditti  who  infefted  the  roads,   made  a  journey  of 
any  length,  a  dangerous  expedition.      The  nations  of 
Europe,  thus  plunged  a  fecond  time  by  flavery  and  de- 
fpair,  into  that  ftate  of  infenfibility  .and  indolence,  which 
muft  for  n^any  ages  have  been  the  ftate  of  the  human  race, 
derived  little  advantage  from  the  fertility  of  their  foil ; 
find  their  induftry  was  exhaufted  in  the  employments  of 
a  favage  life :  tracts  of  country  at  no  great  diffance,  werq 
to  them   of  a3  little   importance,    as  if  they  had  not 
^xifted:    nor  had  they  any  further  knowledge  of   their 
neighjjours,  than  as  they  happened  to  excit^  their  fears, 
pr  their  enmity. 

The  accounts  given  by  forae  authors  of  the  wealth  and 
fplendotir  of  the  feventh  century,  are  as  fabulous  as  all 
the  other  miraculous  things  we  read  of  in  the  hiftory  of 
thofe  times.      Their  clothing  was   of   Ikin   and   coarfc 
woollen,  the  conveniences  of  life  were  not  known;  build- 
ings indeed  were  erefted  with  ftrength  and  folidity,  but 
conveyed  no  idea,  either  of  the  affluence,  or  tafte  of  thq 
9ge.     Neither  much  money,  nor  much  knowledge  of  the 
arts  is  required  to  pile  up  heaps  of  ftone  by  the  hand^ 
pf  flaves.     On?  inconteftible  proof  of  the  indigence  of 
the  people  was,  that  taxes  were  levied  in  kind  ;  and  that 
even  the  contributions  which  the  inferior  clergy  paid  to 
^heir  fuperiors,  confifted  of  provifions. 

Thb  fuperftition  that  prevailed  increafed  the  general 
darknefs.  In  the  eighth,  aud  the  beginninng  of  th^ 
pinth  century,  Rome,  no  longer  the  capital  of  the  mafters 
of  the  univerfe,  attempted  to  exercife  her  authority  as 
before,  in  depofing  or  making  kings.  Deprived  of  inha- 
l>itants  and  foldiers,  by  dint  of  opinions,  and  religious 
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tenets  alone,  ihe  afpired  to  univerfal  monarchy.  By  her  B  O  O  K 
management  princes  were  excited  to  take  up  arms  againft 
each  other,  people  againft  their  kings,  and  kings  againft 
their  people.  All  merit  conlifted  in  making  war,  and  all 
Virtue  in  obeying  the  church.  The  dignity  of  monarchs 
was  degraded  by  the  claims  of  Rome,  which  infpired  a 
contempt  for  princes,  without  exciting  the  love  of  liberty. 
Literature  was  then  comprifed  in  a  few  abfurd  romances, 
andfome  melancholy  tales,  the  offsprings  of  cloillered  in- 
,  dolence.  This  contributed  to  entertain  that  dejcftion  of 
fpirit,  and  that  propenfity  to  the  marvelous,  fo  favour- 
able to  the  interefts  of  fuperllition. 

The  face  of  the  globe  was  again  changed  by  two  other 
nations.     A  people  pouring  in  from  Scandinavia  and  the 
Cimbrian  Cherfonefus  fpread  themfelves  to  the  north  pf 
Europe,  which  on  the  fouthern  fide  was  harraffed  by  the 
Arabs.     The  former  were  difciples  of  Wodin,  the  latter  of 
Mohammed  ;  men  who  had  equally  difFufed  the  fanaticifm 
of  conqueft  with  that  of  religion.     Charlemagne  fubdued 
one  of  thefe  nations,  and  maintained  his  ground  againfl 
the  other.     Thefe  inhabitants  of  the  north,  called  Saxons 
or  Normans,  were  indigent,  ill  armed,  and  undifciplincd, 
of  favage  manners,  and  driven  to  combat  and  to  death  by 
mifery  and    fuperflition.     Charlemagne  was  defirous  of 
compelling  them  to  change  that  religion  which  rendered 
them  fo  terrible,  for  another  which  would  difpofe  thcnt 
to  obedience.     He  was  obliged  to  wade  through  feas  of 
blood,  and  the  crofs  was  ereded  on  heaps  of  flain.     He 
was  lefs  fuccefsful  againfl  the  Arabs,  conquerors  of  Afia, 
Africa  and  Spain,  and  could  not  gain  a  footing  beyond 
the  Pyrenean  mountains. 

The  necplfity  of  repulflng  the  Arabs,  but  efpecially  the 
Normans,  occafioncd  the  revival  of  naval  fkill  in  Europe. 
Charlemagne  in  France,  Alfred-'the  Great  in  England,  and 
fome  cities  of  Italy,  built  fhips ;  and  thefe  firfl  attempts 
towards  navigation  revived  for  a  fhort  time  maritime  com- 
merce* 
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BOOK  xnerce.  Charlemagne  eftabliihed  great  fairs,  the  principal 
of  which  was  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  This  is  the  method  of 
trading  among  people  where  commerce  is  itill  in  its  in- 
fancy. 

The  Arabs,  however,  laid  the  foundations  of  the  moft 
extenfive  commerce  that  had  been  known  fince  the  times  of 
Athens  and  Carthage.  It  is  true  this  was  not  fo  much 
owing  to  the  lights  of  cultivated  reafon,  and  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  a  good  adminiftration,  as  to  the  extent  of  their 
power,  and  the  nature  of  the  country  they  pofleifed* 
Mailers  of  Spain,  of  Africa,  of  Afia  Minor,  of  Perfia, 
and  part  of  India,  they  introduced  reciprocal  exchanges 
from  one  region  to  another,  of  the  commodities  in  different 
parts  of  their  vaft  empire.  They  extended  themfelves 
gradually  as  far  as  the  Moluccas  and  to  China,  fometimes 
as  traders,  fometimes  as  miflionaries,  frequently  as  con^ 
querors. 

Soon  after  this,  the  Venetians,  Genoefe,  and  the  Arabs  of 
Barcelona,  went  to  Alexandria  to  buy  up  the  merchandife 
of  Africa  and  India,  and  difpofed  of  it  in  Europe.  The 
Arabs,  enriched  by  commerce,  and  fated  with  conqueft, 
were  no  longer  the  fame  people  who  burnt  the  Alexandrian 
library.  They  cultivated  the  arts  and  polite  literature, 
and  are  diflinguifhed  from  other  conquering  nations  by 
their  improvements  of  the  reafon  and  induftry  of  men. 
To  them  we  owe  the  fciences  of  algebra  and  chymiftry, 
new  difcoveries  in  ailronomy,  new  improvements  in  me- 
chanics, and  medicines,  unknown  to  the  ancients.  But 
.among  the  fine  arts,  poetry  is  the  only  one  that  they  have 
cultivated  with  fuccefs. 

At  the  fame  period,  the  fubjefls  of  the  Greek  empire 
imitated  the  manufadures  of  Aila ;  and  had,  through  va- 
rious channels,  monopolized  the  riches  of  India.  But  the 
advantages  they  derived  from  botli  thefe  circumftances, 
could  not  furvive  the  fate  of  their  empire ;  which  had  no- 
thing  to  oppofe  to  the  heroic  and  daring  enthuliafm  of  the 
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Arabs,  but  the  weak  ;and  unmanly  weapon?  of  fcholaftic  ^  ^^  ^ 
logic,  and  the  controverfial  armour  of  monks :  who  had 
fuch  an  afcendant,  that  the  Emperor  ufed  to  aik  God  par- 
don for  the  time  he  employed  in  affairs  of  ftate.  Painting 
and  fculpture  were  no  longer  known,  and  it  was  matter  of 
eternal  difpute  whether  images  ought,  or  ought  not,  to 
be  worfhipped.  The  Greeks  furrounded  by  the  ocean, 
and  in  poiTeffion  of  feveral  iflands,  had  yet  no  maritime 
forces.  They  defended  themfelves  againft  the  naval 
power  of  Egypt,  and  of  the  Saracens,  by  wild  fire :  the 
vain  and  precarious  defence  of  a  degenerate  people.  Con- 
ftantinople,  not  being  in  a  condition  to  proteft  her  mari- 
time trade  at  a  diftance,  refigned  it  to  the  Genoefe,  who 
feized  upon  CafFa,  which  they  made  a  flourishing  city. 

The  nobility  of  Europe  acquired  a  tinfture  of  the  ma':- 
ners  of  the  Greeks  and  Arabs  in  their  ridiculous  expedi- 
tions of  the  crufades.  They  became  acquainted  with 
their  arts  and  their  luxury;  which  were  afterwards  al- 
moft  neceifary  to  their  happinefs.  The  Venetians  had  a 
more  extenfive  demand  for  the  goods  they  brought  from 
the  eaft ;  and  the  Arabs  themfelves  carried  fome  of  them 
into  France,  England,  and  even  into  Germany, 

Thefe  powers  had  at  that  period  neither  (hipping  nor 
manufaftures :  they  laid  reflraints  upon  commerce,  and 
the  charader  of  a  merchant  was  held  in  contempt.  .This 
ufeful  fet  of  men  were  never  refpe£ted  among  the  Romans. 
They  treated  their  merchants  with  as  much  contempt  as 
their  players,  courtefans,  baftards,  flaves  and  gladiators. 
The  political  fyftem,  eftablilhed  throughout  Europe  by  the 
power  and  ignorance  of  the  northern  nations,  muil  neceC- 
farily  have  confirmed  a  prejudice  which  owed  its  rife  to  a 
barbarous  pride.  Our  anceflors  had  the  abfurdlty  to 
adopt,  as  the  bafis  of  their  government,  a  principle  de- 
ftrudlive  of  all  fociety;  a  contempt  for  ufeful  labour. 
The  only  perfons  held  in  any  degree  of  eflimation  were 
the  lords  of  manors,  or  fuch  as  had  diftinguiihed  them- 
felves 
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BOOK  felvet  in  battle.  The  nobles,  it  is  well  known,  were  fo 
many  petty  fovereigns  who  abufed  their  own  power,  and 
oppofed  that  of  the  monarch.  The  barons  were  fond  of 
parade,  avaritious,  whimfical  and  poor.  Sometimes  they 
invited  the  merchants  into  their  little  ftates,  and  at  others^ 
they  extorted  money  from  them.  In  thefe  barbarous  times 
were  efiablilhed  the  feveral  duties  of  tolls,  of  export  and 
import,  of  pafTage,  of  quarters,  of  efcheat  and  other  op- 
preflions  without  number.  All  the  bridges  and  highways 
were  opened  or  flopped  up  at  the  will  of  the  prince  or  his 
vafTals.  The  firfl  elements  of  commerce  were  fo  totally  un- 
known, that  it  was  cuftomary  to  fix  the  price  of  goods. 
The  merchants  were  often  pillaged,  and  always  ill  paid  by 
the  knights  and  barons.  Trade  was  carried  on  in  cara- 
vans or  companies,  which  went  armed  to  the  places  where 
the  fairs  were  kept.  At  thefe  marts  the  merchants  omitted 
nothing  that  might  engage  the  favour  of  the  people.  They 
were  generally  accompanied  by  jugglers,  muficians  and  buf- 
foons. As  there  were  then  no  large  towns,  and  neither 
public  fpedacles  and  meetings,  nor  the  fedentary  pleafures 
of  private  fociety  were  known,  the  fair  time  w^s  the  feafoa 
for  diverflons,  which  degenerating  into  difTolu ten efs,  gave 
a  fandUon  to  the  invedives  and  feverities  of  the  clergy. 
The  traders  were  frequently  excommunicated.  The  people 
held  thofe  fVrangers  in  abhorrence,  who  fupplied  their 
tyrants  with  fuperfluities,  and  afTociated  with  men,  whofe 
manners  were  fo  repugnant  to  their  prejudices  and  rude 
auflerity  of  life.  The  Jews,  who  foon  engaged  in  all  the 
branches  of  commerce,  did  not  bring  it  into  repute. 
They  were  then  confidered  in  the  fame  light  throughout 
all  Europe,  as  they  are  at  this  day  in  Poland  and  Turky. 
As  their  fortunes  were  increafing  every  day,  they  were 
enabled  to  advance  money  to  merchants  and  tradefmen ; 
for  which  they  demanded  intereft  equivalent  to  the  rifquc 
they  ran  in  vefling  their  capital  in  other  hands.  The 
fchoolmen  were  violent  in  oppofing  this  necefTary  meafurc, 

which 
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which  their  nide  prejudices  had  taught  them  to  condemn.  BOOK 
This  theological  determination  of  a  point  of  a  civil  and 
political  nature,  was  attended  with  ftrange  confequences. 
The  magiftrates,  blinded  by  an  authority,  againfl  even  the 
unjuft  exercife  of  which  no  one  dared  to  appeal,  de- 
nounced fentence  of  confifcation  and  ignominious  penalties 
againd  ufury,  which,  in  thoie  dark  ages,  the  laws  did  not 
diftinguifh  from  the  moft^oderate  intereft.  It  was  at  this 
junfhire,  that  to  make  themfelves  amends  for  the  dangers 
and  mortifications  they  were  expofed  to  in  carrying  on  a 
commerce,  which  was  looked  upon  as  odious  and  unlawful, 
the  Jews  abandoned  themfelves  to  the  moft  exceflive  rapa- 
city. They  were  held  in  univerfal  deteftation.  Perfecuted, 
pillaged,  and  profcribcd,  they  invented  bills  of  exchange, 
which  fecured  the  remains  of  their  fortunes.  The  clergy 
declared  the  exchange  ufurious,  but  it  was  of  too  great 
utility  to  be  abolifhed.  One  of  the  efFeds  it  produced, 
was  to  make  the  merchants  more,  independant  of  the 
prince,  who  treated  them  better,  apprehending  that  they 
might  tranfport  their  riches  into  foreign  countries.         « 

The  Italians,  who  are  better  known  by  the  name  of 
Lombards,  were  the  firft  who  took  advantage  of  this  early 
change  of  ideas.  They  formed  fmall  communities,  and 
procured  the  proteAion  of  fome  dates,  who,  on  their  ac- 
count, difpenfed  with  the  laws  againft  ftrangers,  which  had 
been  made  in  the  barbarous  ages.  By  virtue  of  this  in- 
dulgence, thry  became  agents  for  all  the  fouthern  parts- of 
Europe.  i 

The  inhabitants  of  the  north  began  likewife  to  awake 
from  their  lethargy:  but  their  recovery  was  later,  and 
effeded  with  greater  difficulty.     Hamburgh  and  Lubec 

'  having  attempted  to  open  a  trade  in  the  Baltic,  were 
obliged  to  unite  for  their  mutual- defence  againft  the  pi- 
rates who  infefted  thofe  latitudes.  The  fuccefs  of  this  fittle 

•  combination,  encouraged  other  towns  to  enter  into  a  con- 
federacy:  which,  in  a  ftKHTt  time,  was  coinpofcd  of  fo,urfc.9rc 
*  2  cities. 
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BOOK  cities,  and  which  had  either  obtained  or  purchafed  the 
privilege  of  being  governed  by  their  own  laws,  and  formed 
a  line  of  communication  from  the  Baltic  to  the  Rhine. 
This  aifociation,  which  was  the  firft  of  modern  ones  that 
adopted  a  regular  fyftem  of  commerce,  fupplied  the  Lom- 
bards with  naval  ftores  and  other  merchandife  of  the  north, 
in  exchange  for  the  produce  of  Afia,  Italy,  and  the  other 
fouthern  countries. 

Flanders  "was  the  fcene  of  thefc  happy  tranfaftions; 
but  it  was  not  to  its  (ituation  alone  that  it  owed  a  diftinc- 
tion  fo  favourable  to  its  interefts :  this  muft  likewife  be 
attributed  to  its  numerous  manufaftures  of  fine  cloth,  and 
particularly  of  tapeftry ;  which  laft  affords  a  convincing 
proof  how  little  the  arts  of  drawing  and  perfpedive  were 
then  known.  By  thefe  advantageous  circumftances,  the 
Low-Countries  became  the  richeft,  the  moft  populous,  and 
the  heft  cultivated  part  of  Europe. 

The  flouriihing  condition  of  thef  inhabitants  of  Flan- 
ders, the  Hanfe  Towns,  and  fome  republics,  who  oWed 
their  profperity  to  their  freedom,  engaged  the  attention 
of  moft  of  the  reigning  monarchs,  in  whofe  dominions 
the  rights  of  citizens  had  hitherto  been  confined  to  the 
nobility  and  clergy ;  and  the  reft  of  their  fubjeds  were 
(laves.  But  as  foon  as  the  cities  were  declared  free,  and 
had  large  immunities  granted  them,  the  merchants  and 
mechanics  entered  into  affociations,  which  rofe  in  eftima- 
tion  as  they  acquired  riches.  The  fovereigns  oppofed  their 
power  to  that  of  the  barons.  Thus  anarchy  and  feudal 
tyranny  gradually  decreafed.  The  tradefmen  became 
citizens,  and  the  third  ftate  was  reinftated  in  its  privilege 
of  being  admitted  to  the  national  afierably. 

MoNTEsqyiEU  attributes  to  Chriftianity  the  honour  of 
having  abolilhed  flavery ;  but  we  venture  to  diflfer  from 
him.  When  induftry  and  riches  prevailed  among  the 
people,  the  princes  began  to  hold  them  in  fome  eftimation  ; 
when  the  fovereign  could  avail  himfelf  of  the  riches  of  the 

people. 
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people,  to  gain  advantages  oyer  the  batons,  laws  were  BOOK 
framed  to  put  the  people  in  a  better  condition.     It  >  was  to 
that  found  policy,   which  commerce  always  introduces, 
and  not  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Chriflian  religion,  that  kings 
were  induced  to  beftow  freedom  upon  the  flaves  of  their- 
vafTals,  becaufe  thofe  (laves,  when  made  free,    became 
fubje£b.  It  is  true,  that  Pope  Alexander  III.  declared  that 
Chriftians  were  to  be  exempt  from  fervitpde;   but  this 
declaration  was  made  merely  to  pleafe  the  kings  of  France 
and  England,  who  were  defirous  of  humbling  their  vaiTals. 
In  Italy  one  might  perceive  the  dawning  of  more  prof- 
perous  days.  The  republics  of  Pifa,  Genoa  and  Florence, 
were  eftabliihed  on  the  wifeft  principles :  the  factions  of 
the  Gudphs  and  Gibbelines,  which  had  for  fo  many  ages 
laid  wafte  thefe  dlslightful  countries,  were  at  length  ap- 
peafed ;  trade  flouriihed,  and  confequently  learning  would 
foon  be  introduced,     Venice  was  in  the  height  of  its 
glory ;  its  navy,  which  eclipfed  that  of  its  neighbours, 
checked  the  progrefs  of  the  maritime  power  of  the  Mam- 
melucs,  and  the  Turks ;  in  commerce  it  was  fuperior  to 
all  the  European  flutes  taken  together;  its  inhabitants 
were  numerous^  and  its  riches  immenfe:   the  revenues 
were  well  managed,  and  the  people  were  content ;    the 
republic  borrowed  money  of  the  richer  fubjefts,  from 
motives  not  of  neceflity,  but  of  policy.     The  Venetians 
were  the  firft  people  who  found  out  the  fecret  of  attach^ 
ing  rich  individuals  to  the  iiitereils  of  government,  by 
inviting  them  to  veil  fome  part  of  their  fortune  in  the 
public   funds.    At  Venice   there  were   manufa&ures  of 
filk,  gold  and  filver ;  it  fupplied  foreigners  with  ihlps : 
their   works   in  gold   and    iiiver   were   the   befl,    aqd 
almoft  the  only  ones  of  that  time.     The  inhabitants 
were  even  accufed  of  extravagance  in  having  gold  and 
filver  plate,  and  other  utenfils  of  the  fame  materials. 
They  were  not  however  without   fumptuary  laws ;   but 
thefe  laws  laid  no  reftraint  on  a  kind  of  luxury   by 

'  which 
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BOOK  which  the  Aims  expended  were  preferved  to  the  ftate. 
The  noblemen  united  oeconomy  with  fplendor;  the 
opulence  of  Venice  had  reviyed  the  architefture  of 
Athens,  and  upon  the  whole  there  was  magnificence 
as  well  as  elegance  in  their  luxury  ;  the  people  were  igno- 
rant, but  the  nobles  were  enlightened ;  the  government 
oppofed  the  attempts  of  the  popes  with  firmnefs  an4 
prudence :  Siamo  Venexiant^  pot  Chriflianiy  faid  one  of 
their  fenators,  who  exprefled  in  thefe  words  the  fenfe  of 
the  whole  fenate;  at  that  time  even  they  debafed  the 
priefthood,  when  they  had  better  made  it  ufeful  to  mo- 
rality ;  which  however,  was  more  rigid  and  pure  among 
the  Venetians  than  among  the  other  people  of  Italy. 
Their  troops  were  very  different  from  thofe  miferable 
Condotticrii  whofe  name  was  fo  much  more  terrible  than 
their  arms.  Venice  was  the  feat  of  politenefs ;  and 
fociety  was  then  under  lefs  reftraint  from  the  fpies  of  go- 
vernment than  it  has  been  (ince  the  republic  began  to- be 
jealous  of  the  power  of  its  neighbours,  and  to  be  diffident 
of  its  own  induilry. 

In  the  fifteenth  century,  Italy  far  furpafTed  the  other 
ftates  of  Europe.  Religious  zeal,  which  fupplied  the 
place  of  merit,  and.occafioned  fo  many  trifling  ceremo- 
nies and  cruel  opprellions  was,  however,  the  means  of  re- 
leafing  Spain  from  the  Arabian  yoke;  its  feveral  pro- 
vinces had  lately  been  united  by  the  marriage  of  Ferdi- 
nand and  Ifabella,  and  the  conqueft  of  Granada  ;  and  its 
power  was  even  equal  to  that  of  France.  The  fine  wool 
of  Caflile  and  Leon  was  manufaftured  at  Segovia,  and 
their  cloths  were  fold  all  over  Europe  and  even  in  Afia  ; 
the  perpetual  efforts  the  Spaniards  were  obliged  to  make 
to  preferve  their  liberty,  infpired  them  with  refolution 
and  confidence;  their  fuccefs  had  elevated  their  minds, 
and  being  ignorant,  they  abandoned  themfelves  to  all  the 
enthufiafm  of  chivalry  and  religion.  Confined  to  a  penin- 
fttla»  and  having  no  immediate  commerce  with  other  na- 
tions. 
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tions,  they  entertained  that  contempt  for  them,  which  B  O  O  i; 
either  among  individuals  or  communities,  is  ufually  the 
charadteriftic  of  ignorance.  They  were  the  only  people 
that  maintained  a  (landing  hody  of  infantry ;  this  infan- 
try was  excellent.  As  the  Spaniards  for  many  ages  had 
h6en  involyed  in  war,  their  foldiery  was  indifputably  fupe*- 
rior  to  that  of  the  other  ftates  of  Europe. 

The  Portuguefe  had  mu^h  the  fame  caft,  but  their  mo« 
narchy  ^as  .better  regulated  than  that  of  Caftile,  and  the 
adminiflration  was  conducted  with  more  eafe  after  the 
redudion  of  the  Moors  by  the  conqueil  of  Algarva. 

In  France,  Lewis  the  XI.  had  jufl  lowered  the  power 
^f  the  great  VafTals,  raifed  that  of  the  magiflracy,  and 
made  the  nobles  fubjeft  to  the  laws.  The  people  of 
l^rance  growing  lefs  dependant  on  their  lords,  muft  ne- 
t^ffzrily  become,  in  ^  fliort  time,  more  induftrious,  more 
a6iive  and  more  fefpe&able  ;  but  induftry  and  commerce 
cbuld  not  flourifh  on  a  fudden.  keafon  mud  of  courfe 
make  but  a  flow  progrefs  in  the  midft  of  thofe  commo- 
tions which  were  ftill  excited  by  the  great,  and  under  the 
reign  of  a  prince  devoted  to  the  moft  abominable  fuper- 
ftition.  The  barons  were  diftinguilhed  only  by  their  favage 
haughtinefs  ;  their  revenues  were  fcarce  fufficient  to  enter- 
tain in  their  fuite  a  train  of  gentlemen  without  employment, 
who  defended  them  againft  the  fovereign  and  the  laws. 
The  expences  of  their  table  were  immoderate ;  and  this 
favage  luxury,  of  which  there  are  ftill  too  many  remains, 
afforded  no  encouragement  to  any  of  the  ufeful  arts. 
But  neither  the  manners  nor  the  language  of  thofe  times, 
partook  of  that  decency  which  diflinguiihes  the  fuperior 
ranks  of  citizens,  and  procures  them  refpeft  from  the  reft. 
Notwithflanding  the  courtefy  enjoined  to  the  knights, 
coarfe  and  rough  manners  ftill  prevailed  among  the  great, 
the  nation  had  then  the  fame  character  of  inconfiflence  it 

has  fince  preferved ;  and  which  a  nation  will  ever  have, 
whofe  morals  and  cuftoms.are  not  conformable  to  the 

Vol.  !•  C  law9» 
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law8.  The  prince's  touncils  iflUed  innumerable,  and  fre«* 
quently  contradidory  edidsi  but  the  prince  readily  dif- 
penfed  with  the  obfervance  of  them«  By  this  eafy  difpo- 
iition  of  the  fovereign^  the  inconveniences  which  would 
have  arifen  from  a  multitude  of  laws  inconfiderately 
made  by  the  Frend^  miniftry,  have  been  happily  pre-* 
vented. 

England,  lefs  opulent,  and  Icfs  induftfious  than  France^  ' 
was  compofed  of  infolent  barons,  defpotic  bifhops,  and  a 
people  who  were  tired  of  their  yoke ;  a  certain  refllefs 
difpofition  prevailed  in  the  nation,  which  muft  necefTarily 
fooner  or  later  introduce  liberty.      This  charadler  owed 
its  rife  to  the  abfurd  tyranny  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
and  the  cruel  temper  of  feveral  of  his  fucceflbrs.    The 
intolerable   abufe  of  power  had  made  the  Engliih  ex- 
tremely jealous  of  their  fovereigns ;  the  very  name  of 
king  carried  with  it  the  idea  of  terror ;  and  thefe  ienti- 
ments  tranfmitted  from  father  to  fon,  afterwards  laid  the 
foundations  of  that  form  of  government  they  now  have 
the  happinefs  to  enjoy.    The  long  contention,  between 
the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancafter,  while  it  raifed  a  mar- 
tial fpirit  and  an  impatience  of  flavery,  involved  the  na- 
tion, at  the  fame  time,  in  poverty  and  confufion.     The 
Englifh  wool  was  at  that  time  manufactured  in^  Flandersj 
and  was  exported  as  well  as  its  lead  and  tin,  in  vefTels  be- 
longing to  the  Hanfe  Towns.    The  principles  of  naviga- 
tion, of  internal  policy,  jurifprudence,  luxury,  and  the  fine 
arts  were  entirely  unknown  in  England;    at  the  fame 
time  that  it  was  overburthened  with  a  multiude  of  rich 
convents  and  hofpitals.     The  diftreiTed  convents  were 
the  ufual  refort  of  the  nobles,  as  the  hofpitals  were  of 
the  common    people ;    idienefs  and  barbarous  maaners 
were  encouraged  by  thefe  fuperftitious  inftitutions. 

Germany,  which  had  long  been  harrafled  by  quarrels 
between  the  emperors  and  the  popes^  and  by  intefline  wars, 
had  at  this  time  begun  to  enjoy  a  ftate  of  tfanquility ;  order 

had 
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had  taken  place  of  anarchy^  and  the  inhabitants  of  this  BOOK 
extenfive  country*  who»  though  Grangers  to  wealth  and 
commerce  were  verfedin  the  arts  of  war  and  agriculture, 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  their  neighbours,  neither  could ' 
they  be  formidable  to  them.  The  feudal  fyftcm,  fo  fetal 
to  mankind  in  other  countries,  here  affiimed  a  milder 
Bfpe£t ;  the  princes  preiiding  over  this  vaft  extent  of  tei* 
Jitory,  generally  fpeaking,  governed  their  refpeftive  ftatef^ 
^ith  a  good  deal  of  moderation;  they  feldom  abufed. 
kheir  authority,  and  if  the  peaceable  pofiefiion  of  their 
^Kfeites  could  compenfate  the  want  of  Hberty,  the  Ger- 
mans were  happy ;  commerce  and  induftry  were  entirely 
Confined  to  the  free  cities^  and  to  the  towns  iiicluded  in 
the  Hanfeltlc  league ;  the  mines  of  Hanover  and  Saxony 
were  not  yet  difcovered ;  filver  was  fcarce ;  the  farmer 
fold  a  few  horfes  to  ftrangers,  nor  had  the  princes  yet 
introduced  the  traffic  of  the  human  fpecies  ;  the  expences 
Df  the  table,  and  a  variety  of  equipages  were  the  only  ar- 
ticles of  luxury;  the  nobles  and  the  clergy  intoxicated 
themfelves,  without  difturbing  the  government ;  it  was 
with  fome  difficulty  that  the  gentry  were  diiTuaded  from 
amudng  themfelves  with  robbing  on  the  highways  ;  their 
manners  were  favage,  and  during  the  two  fucceeding 
centuries  the  German  troops  were  more  diftinguifhed  by 
their  cruelties  than  by  their  difcipline  and  bravery. 

The  northern  countries  had  made  lefs  progrefs  than 
Germany.  Oppreffed  by  the  nobles  and  piriefts,  the  inha* 
bitants  no  longer  retained  that  enthufiallic  love  of  glory 
with  which  the  religion  of  Wodin  had  formerly  infpired 
them  :  nor  were  they  yet  acquainted  with  thofe  wife  ijifti- 
tutions  which  fome  of  them  have  fince  borrowed  from 
better  forms  of  government.  Their  power  was  fo  incon- 
fiderable,  that  a  fingle  Hanfe  town  was  capable  of  intimi- 
dating the  three  potentates  of  the  north.  They  reAimed 
a  national  chamber  after  the  reformation,  and  under  the 
aufpices  of  Frederic  and  Guftavus  Yafa, 

C  2  Thi 
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BOOK  The  Turks  were  Grangers  to  the  fcience  of  government  s 
they  had  no  knowledge  of  the  arts^  nor  tafte  for  com- 
ilicrcci  but  the  Janiflaries  were  the  beft  troops  in  the 
world.  Thefe  attendants  of  a  defpot  whom  they  kept  in 
awe,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  infured  refped  to  him  whom 
they  placed  upon  the  throne,  or  flrangled  at  pleafure, 
had  at  that  time  fome  great  men  for  their  leaders.  They 
fubverted  the  empire  of  the  Greeks,  who  were  infatuated 
with  theology,  and  flupified  by  fuperftition.  Some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  mild  climate,  who  cultivated  litera- 
ture and  the  arts,  abandoned  their  country  Id^er  it  was 
fubdued,  and  took  refuge  in  Italy  $  whither  they  were 
followed  by  artifts  and  traders.  Tranquility,  peace, 
profperity,  a  defire  of  e::cclling,  and  the  want  of  new 
pleafnres^  which  is  the  effe^  of  good  governments,  fa- 
voured the  revival  of  letters  in  the  country  of  the  ancient 
Romans;  and  it  was  from  the  Greeks  that  the  Italians 
derived  a  better  knowledge  of  good  models,  and  a  tafte 
for  antiquity.  The  art  of  printing  was  invented ;  and 
though  for  a  long  time  the  difcovery  was  of  little  ufe 
while  the  people  continued  in  a  ftate  of  poverty  and  indo* 
Unce,  yet  When  commerce  and  the  arts  had  made  fome 
progrefs,  h  made  books  become  common,  A  love  of 
ihidy  prevailed,  and  the  ancients  were  univerfally  ad* 
mired  :   but  they  had  no  rivals  except  in  Italy. 

Rome,  which  in  every  century  has  almoft  always  aflumed 
a  character  the  beft  adapted  to  the  prefent  moment^ 
feemed  difpofed  no  longer  to  encourage  that  ignorance 
which  had  fo  long  been  fubfervient  to  her  interefts.  She 
protected  polite  literature,  and  fuch  of  the  arts  as  depended 
more  on  imagination  than  reafon.  The  moft  ignorant 
prieft  is  well  aware,  that  reprefentations  of  a  terrible  divi- 
nity, mortification,  felf-denial,  aufterity,  melancholy  and 
terror,  are^  fo  many  expedients  to  gain  an  afcendant  over 
the  minds  of  men,  by  engaging  them  deeply  in  religious 
matters.    But  there  are  times  when  thefe  expedients  have 

but 
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but  little  fuccefs.  Men,  who  have  grown  rich  in  peaceful  BOOK 
ilajtes^  are  fond  of  enjoying  themfelves ;  they  diflike  the 
dull  rpad  of  life>  9nd  Are  eager  in  their  purfuit  of  plea* 
fur^.  When  fairs  began  to  be  eftablilhed,  with  enter- 
tainments of  fportSy .  dancing,  and  other  recreations,  the 
clergy,  who  obferved,  that  the  love  of  feftivity  made  the 
people  lei^  religious,  prohibited  thefe  fports,  and  excom* 
municated  thoie  who  bore  a  part  in  them.  But  when 
they  found  that  no  regard  was  paid  to  their  cenfures,  they 
changed  their  plan,  and  determined  to  take  thefe  amufe- 
ments  into  their  own  hands.  This  was  the  origin  of  f^cred 
comedy.  The  death  of  St.  Catherine,  adled  by  the 
monks  of  St.  Dennis,  rivalled  the  fuccefs  of  the  players. 
Mufic  was  introduced  into  the  churches ;  and  even  farces 
were  exhibited  there.  The  feftivals  called  /a  Fete  det 
foux  fsT  di  UAne^  (^  des  Innocens^  proved  as  entertaining 
to  the  people  as  the  farces  that  were  afted  in  the  public 
places.  It  often  happened,  that  attracted  by  the  mere 
love  of  amufement,  they  left  the  Egyptian  dances  to  join  ■ 
in  the  procefiion  for  the  feftival  of  St.  John.  As  Italy 
iiriproved  in  poUtenefs,  their  pleafures  became  more  re- 
fined ;  and  the  decency  that  was  introduced  into  their 
common  feafts  and  public  entertainments,  afforded  lefs 

pretence  for  the  cenfures  of  the  priefls,  and  procured 
them  a  toleraHon.  The  merit  of  .being  able  to  read  had 
been  long  confined  to  this  clafs  of  men  ;  but  whi^n  it  be- 
came a  more  general  accomplifhmenty  they  could  no  longer 
^Vail  themfelves  of  this  diflindion ;  stnd  iinding  that 
learning  was  the  road  to  Hvofi,  they  were  ambitious^  of 
jhinin^  in  literary  purfuits,  Tbe  popes,  who  enjoyed  an 
opulent  and  peaceful  fovereignty  in  the  voluptuous  region 
pf  Italy,  laid  afide  their  aufterity.  Their  court  became 
gh  agreeable  one.  The  encouragement  of  literature  was 
f  onfidered  as  a  pew  expedient  to  eflablifh  their  authority 
pver  the  minds  of  men.  Genius  was  cherilhed;  and 
|par]L$    pf    b^npu?"  were    conferred   upon   great   artlfts. 

.    C  3  Raphael 
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BOOR  Raphael  died  but  a  fliort  time  before  he  was  to  have  been 
created  a  cardinal ;  and  Petrarch  had  the  honours  of  a 
triumph.  As  little  conformable  as  this  good  tafte^  thefe 
4ne  arts,  and  new  amufements,  may  appear  to  the  fpirit 
pf  the  gofpely  they  were  evidently  calculated  tp  promote 
the  intereft  of  the  papal  throne.  The  belles  lettres  ferve 
to  embellilh  the  ftrudure  of  the  church ;  but  philofophy 
^emoliihes  it.  Thus,  whil^  the  church  of  Rome  favoured 
polite  literature,  and  the  fine  arts,  it  difcountenanced  the  • 
ieverer  fciences.  The  poets  were  crowned  with  laurel; 
but  the  philofophers  were  perfecuted.  Galileo  from  his 
prifon  might  have  beheld  TaiTo  carried  in  triumph  to 
the  capitol,  if  thofe  men  of  great  genids  had  becQ 
cotemporaries. 

It  was  high  time  that  philofophy  and  learning  (hould 
lend  their  fupport  to  morality  and  feafon.    The  church 
f  pf  Rome  had  taken  all  imaginable  pains  to  fubvert  thofe 

principles  of  juflice  which  nature  had  implanted  in  all 
mankind.  The  iingle  maxim  that  the  pope  had  a  right; 
to  the  fovereignty  of  all  empires,  fapped  the  foundation 
of  all  fociety  and  public  virtue;  this  maxim,  however, 
had  for  a  long  time  prevailed,  together  with  that  horrid 
^  dodrine,  which  not  only  permitted  but  enjoined  hatre^ 

and  perfecution  towards  all,  whofe  religious  opinions 
were  not  agreeable  to  thofe  of  the  Romiih  church.  Indul- 
gences,  a  fpecies  of  expiation  which  might  be  purchafed 
for  all  crimes,  or  if  any  thing  can  be  ftill  more  monflrous, 
for  crimes  tp  be  committed  in. future;  difpenfations  for 
breaking  faith  with  the  enemies  of  the  pontiff,  though 
they  were  of  the  fame  religion;  that  article  of  belief 
I  which  teaches,  that  the  merit  pf  the  juft  may  be  tranf- 
ferred  to  the  wicked;  vices  of  all  kinds  exemplified  in 
the  lives  of  the  popes,  and  other  religious  perfons,  who 
ought  to  be  models  to  the  people ;  above  all,  that  greateft  re- 
proach  to  humanity,  the  inquifition  :  all  thefe  horrid  enor- 
xnities  made  Europe  appear  to  be  rather  the  haunt  of  tygers 

and 
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find  ferpents^  than  a  vaft  country  inhabited  ar  cultivated  B  ^^^  ^ 
by  men.  y__  ,  ^  -  ,.  f 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  Europe,  when  the  Portu^ 
guefe  monarch,  at  the  head  of  an  a^ve,  generous  and 
intelligent  people,   furrounded  by   neighbours  who  ilil)  , 
preyed  upon  each  other,  formed  the  plan  of  extending 
their  dominioa  by  Tea  and  land. 

John  L   had  Several  fons,  who,  being  ambitious  of  thefirffexf 
fignalizing  themfelycs,  undertook,  firft  of  all,  fome  expe-  JJ^*  Portu- 
ditions  to  Barbary.    Henry,  whofe  genius  was  (uperior  P**"/*^  *  \^^^ 
to  the  reft^  took  it  into  his  bead  to  make  difcoveries  in  tl»e  Indies. 
the  weft.     This  young  prince  availed  himfeif  of  the 
Kttle  knowledge  of  aftronomy  which  was  pref^rved  among 
the  Arabs.    At  Sagrcs,  a  city  of  Algarva,  he  eftablifhed 
an  obfervatory,  and  made  it  the  place  of  education  for 
all  the  nobility  who  coippofed  his  train  f  he  had  a  con? 
fiderable  ^are  in  the  invention  of  the    Aftrolabe,  and 
was  the  firft  who  was  fenfible  of  the  advantages  that 
pight  be  drawn  from  the  comj)afs,  which,  though  already 
known  in  Europe,  had  never  been  applied  to  the  pur«- 
pofes  of  navigation. 

The  pilots,  who  ftudied  under  his  direftion,  difcovere4 
Madeira  in  the  year  i-fi8.    Two  years  after  this,  one  of 
his  (hips  took  polTeflion  of  the  Canaries ;  he  doubled  the 
Cape  of  Sierra-Leon  a,  and  the  river  Zara  led  him  into  the 
interior  parts  of  Africa  as  far  as  Congo.    He  made  an 
eafy  conqueft  of  thofe  countries,  and  eftabliihed  an  advan- 
tageous commerce.    The  inconfiderable  nations  who  in- 
habited thofe  parts,  being  feparated  from  each  pther  by 
impafTabl.e  defarts,  were  ftrangers  both  to  the  value  of 
their  riches,  and  the  art  of  <}efending  thcmfdves.    Thefe 
voyages  jraifed   great  expeflations :    th?   revenues,  that 
might  in  future  arife  from  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  werf 
farmed.  An  inftance  of  avidity  fo  premature,  fhows,  that  - 
princes,  who  undertook  thefe  difcoveries,  were  more  fo* 
iicitous  to  increafe  their  finances^  than  to  promote  thf» 
commerce  of  their  ftibjeds. 
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B  O  O  I(      Iff  ti^e  reign  of  John  the  Second,  an  intelligent  prince* 

y_  rj  _p  who  firft  declared  Lifbon  a  free  port,  and  made  a  new 
application  of  ailronomy  to  navigation,  fome  of  his  fub- 
jeds,  being  fent  out  upon  an  expedition,  doubled  th^ 
Cape  at  the  extrenoity  pf  Africa.  This  Cape  was  then 
called  the  Cape  gf  Storms ;  but  the  prince,  who  forefaw 
that  it  would  open  a  paiTage  to  thq  Indies,  gave  it  the 
name  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Emanuel  purfued  the  plan  chalked  out  by  his  predcr 
celTors.     In   1497  he  equipped  a  fleet  confining  of  four 
ihips,  and  ^ave   the  command  of  it  to  f^afco  de  Gama^ 
This  admiral,   having  weathered  feveral  ftorm$  in  his 
eruife  along  the  eaflern  coafts  of  Africa,  and  attempted 
feas  before  unknown^  landed  at  length  in  Indoftan,  afte^ 
a  voyage  of  thirteen  monlihs.  - 
A  geogrt-        Asia,  of  which  Indoftan  is  one  of  the  richeft  parts,  is  a 
cription  of    ^^'^  continent,  lyinjf ,  according  to  the  obfervations  of  the 
"^**       .    Ruffians,  the  truth  of  which  has    been  juftly  doubted,, 
between  the  43d  and  the  207th  degree  of  longitude>»    It; 
extends,  between  the  two  poles;  from  the  77th  degree  of 
northern,  to  the  loth  degree  of  fouthern  latitude.  *  That; 
part  of  this  large  continent  which  is  fituated  in  the  tem- 
perate zpne*  between  the  35th  and  the  50th  degree  of 
latitude,  appears  to  be  higher  than  the  reft :  it  is  bor* 
dered  both  towards  the  north   and    fouth  by  two  vaft 
chains  of  mountains,  which  run  almoft  from  the  weAeri^ 
extremity  of  Afia  Minor  and  the  coafts  of  the  Black  Sea, 
to  the  ocean  that  walhes  the  coafls  of  China  and  Tartary 
towards  the  eaft.    Thefe  two  chains  are  united  by  other 
intermediate  chains,  in  a  dire6iion  from  fouth  to  north  j^ 
they  branch  out  both  towards    the   northern,    the  In- 
dian, and  eaflern  oceans,  and  appear  like  fo  many  bul* 
warks  raifed  between  the  "beds  of  the  large  rivers  which 
roll  through  thofe  immcnfe  regions. 

Such  is  the  great  bafis  which  nature  has  raifed  to  fup- 

port  the  fabric  of  Afia.    In  the  inland  parts  of  this  vafl 

country,  the  earth,  parched  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  b^- 

a  comes 
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comes  fo  light,  that  it  is  carried  ahout  by  the  winds ;  B  O  O  K 
there  is  not  the  leail  appearance  either  of  ftone  or  marble ; 
no  petrified  fhells,  or  other  foffils,  are  to  be  found ;  the 
beds  of  minerals  lie  upon  the  furfiice.  All  thefe  phoeno- 
mena,  joined  to  the  obfervatipns  made  with  the  barometer^ 
are  proofs  of  the  great  elevation  of  the  central  part  of 
^(iay  to  which  the  moderns  have  given  the  name  of  the 
leifer  fiucharia. 

From  thefe  heights,  which  form  a  kind  of  girdle,  fur- 
rounding  this  immenfe  and  unfruitful  region,  feveral 
Jarge  ftreams  arife,  that  run  in  different  channels.  The 
fragments  of  barren  earth,  which  are  perpetuall}^  carried 
down  by  thefe  rivers  toward  the  feveral  extremities  of  Afia^ 
form  to  many  barriers  againft  the  fea,  aiid  promife  a  liabi- 
lity and  duration  to  this  continent,  fuperior  to  that  of 
any  other.  Perhaps  it  will  be  its  fate  to  fee  the  reft  re- 
peatedly buried  under  the  waters,  before  it  fuffers  any 
encroachment  itfelf. 

The  Cafpian  fea  alone  has  preferved  its  ftation  wit|iin 
the  limits  of  this  vail  tra£i  of  land,  which  has  been 
emerging  from  the  deep  through  a  feries  of  ages.  It 
may  doubtlefs  be  confidered  as  the  refervoir  of  thofe  large 
rivers  that  fall  into  it ;  but  may  likewife  have  fome  fmall 
communication,  by  fubterraneous  pafTages,  with  the  ocean 
and  the  Mediterranean,  if  it  be  true,  as  it  appears  to  be 
from  obfervations  made  with  the  barometer  at  Aflracan, 
that  its  furface  is  below  the  level  of  both  thofe  fe^s. 

The  frozen  ocean,  which  wafties  the  northern  coafts  of 
Liberia,  renders  them  inaccefliblfe,  if  we  may  believe  the 
accounts  given  by  the  Rulfiai|s.  They  tells  us  that  it  is 
in  vain  to  expe£t  to  find  a  new  pafiage  by  this  fea  from 
Europe  to  America ;  and  that  the  ice  will  always  prevent 
the  doubling  of  the  Cape  of  Schalaginlkoi,  which  feparates 
the  old  from  the  new  world,  though  this  palTage  has  once 
})een  croffedr  But  the  Ruflians  are  probably  either  not 
fuificiently  fincere,  or  fufficiently  informed,  to  deserve  in* 

tire 
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p  O  O  K  tire  credit.;  aiKi  either  do  not  know  all  that  they  tell  us, 
or  do  not  tell  us  all  that  they  know. 

Tub  Indian  ocean>  which  prefles  towards  the  foutb  of 
Ada,  is  dirided  from  the  ^reat  foutft  Tea  by  a  ckain  of 
jnottiHains,  which  begins  at  the  iilahd  of  Madagafcary 
and  extending  under  water  as  far  as  Sumatra,  as  is  erident 
from  the  (hallow^  and  rocks  which  ai«  fcattered  in  thofe 
parts,  unites  again  at  Van  Diemens  Land  andNew  Guinea. 
M.  Buache,  a  geographer,  who  has  examined  the  earth 
as  a  natural  philofopher,  and  has'  laid  down  a  chart  of 
the  world  accordmg  to  this  hypothefis,  is  of  opinion,  that 
the  Tea  between  this  long  chain  of  iilands  and  the  fouthern 
coafts  of  Aiia,  fhonld  be  divided  into  three  great  bafons ; 
the  limits  of  whkh  feem  to  have  been  circumfcribed  or 
drawn  by  the  hand  of  uature. 

The  firft,  which  lies  towards  the  weft,  between  Ara- 
bia and  Perfia,  b  bounded  towards  the  fouth  by  .thaf 
chain  of  iflands,  which  extends  from  Cape  Comonn 
luid  the  Maldiva  Iilands  to  Madagafcar.  This  bafon^ 
which  runs  into  the  land,  is  inceffantly  enlarging  the 
Gulph  of  Perfia  and  the  Red  Sea.  The  fecond  of  thefc 
bafons  forms  the  Gulph  of  Bengal.  The  third  includes 
^he  great  Archipjelago,  which  contains  the  Sunda,  the 
Moluccas,  and  the  Philippine  Ifl?inds.  This  joins  Afia  to 
the  fouthern  continent,  and  fcrves  as  a  boundary  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  Between  this  fea  and  the  great  Archipe- 
lago,  a  kind  of  new  bafon  is  formed  by  a  chain  of  moun- 
tains under  water  towards  the  eaft,  which  extends  from 
the  Ladrone  to  the  Japan  Iflands.  When  we  have  paffed 
thefe  celebrated  iflands,  we  come  to  a  chain  pf  iflandsi 
called  Kuriles,  which  touch  the  fouthern  point  of  the 
Peninfula  of  Kamtfchatka ;  and  form  a  fifth  bafon  into 
which  the  river  Amur  empties  itfelf ;  but  as  its  entrance 
is  obflrufted  by  the  Bamboos,  which  grow  there  in  great 
abundance.  It  is  imagined  that  this  fea  has  very  little 

depth. 

Thbsx 
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THB'isc  geographical  details,  fcr  from  being  foreign  to  ^  ^  <>  >^ 

cur  purpofe,  are  in  a  maimer  neceflary  to  dircft  and  en-  .^  _  '    ^^ 

gage  our  attention  to  the  richeft  and  fined  continent  upon 

the  globe.     We  wi)l  begin  with  Indoilan.  ' 

Though  by  the  general  naine  of  the  Eaft  Indies  is  N«mrriVtf- 
commonly  underitood  that  immenfe  t^ad  of  land  which  ^oHui.  . 
lies  beyond  the  Arabian  fea,  and  the  Perfian  empire ; 
yet  by  Indoftan  is  properly  ipeant  a  country  lying  be- 
tween two  celebrated  rivers,  the  Indus  and  the  Ganges* 
firhich  fall  into  the  Ii^dian  ocean,  at  the  diftance  of  four 
hundred  leagues  from  each  other.    A  ridge  of  high  mounr* 
tains  mas  acrofs  this  long  tradl  from  north  to  fouth,  and 
dividing  it  into  two  equal  parts,  extends  as  far  as  Cape 
Pomorin,  where  it  forms  the   boundary   between  the 
coafts  of  Malabar  and  Coromandel. 

It  is  a  remarkable  circumftance,  and  perhaps  the  only 
^ne  of  the  kind,  that  this  ridge  feems  to  be  a  barrier,  > 

ft 

ereAed  by  nature,  to  feparate  one  feafon  from  another* 
The  mere  breadth  of  thefe  mountains  divides  fummer  from 
winter ;  that  is  to  ffiy,  the  feafon  of  fine  weather  from  the 
rainy ;  for  it  is  well  known  there  is  no  winter  between  the 
tropics  ;  all  that  is  meant  by  winter  in  the  Indies  is  that 
time  of  the  year  when  th^  clouds,  which  the  fun  attrafis 
from  the  fea,  are  drivep  violently  by  the  winds  againft  the 
mountains,  where  they  break  and  dilTolve  in  rain,  accom- 
panied with  frequent  ftorms.  From  hence  torrents  arc 
formed,  which  rufh  from  the  hills,  fwell  the  rivers,  and 
overflow  the  vallies  ;  dark  vapours,  that  obfcure  the  day, 
fpread  a  thick  and  impenetrable  gloom  over  the  deluged 
country  ;  but,  like  the  abyfs  which  brooded  over  the  prin- 
ciples of  things  before  the  creation,  this  cloudy  feafon 
promotes  fertility:  at  this  time  the  plants  and  flowers 
appear  in  full.ftrength  and  beauty,  and  the  fruits  in  ge- 
neral come  to  maturity.  " 

The  fummer  may  naturally  be  expeftcd  to  preferve  its 

'ufual  temperature  better  than  the  winter,  in  a  climate 

fo  immediately  under  the  influence  of  the  fun  :   the  (ky, 

without 
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without  a  cloud  to  intercept  its  rays,  feems  to  be  all  on 
fife;  but  the  fea  breezes  ii^ich  fpring.up  in  the  day- 
time,  and  the  land^-breezes  that  blow  during  the  ni^ht, 
alternately  alleviate  the  heat  of  the  atmofphere ;  yet  the 
calms,  that  now  and  then  intervene,  iliile  thefe  refrefhing 
gales,  and  tKe  inhabitants  are  reduced  to  fuffer  the  iacon- 
veniencies*  of  exceflive  drought. 

The  efFeft  of  the  two  different  feafons  is  ftill  more 
remarkably  felt  in  the  two  Indian  oceans,  where  they 
are  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  dry  and  rainy  mon- 
foons.  While  the  fea  that  wa(hes  the  coafts  of  Malabar 
is  agitated  by  ftorms,  which  the  returning  fun  introduces 
with  the  fpring>  the  ilighteil  veffels  fail  along  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel  upon  a  fmooth  furface,  and  require  nei- 
ther ikill  nor  precaution  in  their  pilots ;  but  in  the  au- 
tumn,' which,  in  its  turn,  changes  the  face  of  the  ele 
inents,  the  weflern  coaft  enjoys  a  perfed  calm,  while  the 
eaftern  Indian  ocean  is  tolTed  by  tempefts;  each  expe- 
riencing, as  it  were,  the  alternatives  of  peace  and  war. 
An  inhabitant  of  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  who  contemplates 
the  equatorial  region  at  the  two  equinoxes,  fees  alter- 
nately, on  the  right  hand,  the  waves  vexed  with  ftorms, 
and,  on  the  left,  lulled  into  tranquility  ;  as  if  the  Author 
of  Nature,  who  holds  the  fcales  of  calamities  and  bleflings 
perpetually  in  his  hands,  had  inftantly  turned  the  beam 
in  equilibrium,  from  one  (ide  to  the  other.  It  is  not 
improbable  that  the  doftrine  of  the  Manichees,  concerning 
the  two  principles,  might  take  its  rife  in  India,  where  the 
two  empires  of  good  and  evil  are  divided  only  by  a  par- 
tition of  mountains ;  fince  pain  and  pleafure  feem  to  be 
as  much  the  origin  of  the  different  forms  of  worlhip,  m 
they  are  of  the  ideas  of  mankind.  There  is  fo  infinitfe  a 
connection  between  natural  and  moral  principle's,  that  all 
fyftems  of  importance  to  the  happinefs  of  the  human 
fpecies  have  taken  their  colour  from  the  nature  of 
the  climate:  accordingly  it  is  obfcrvable,  that  the  In- 
dians, whofe  imaginations  receive  the  deepeft  imprcfliqn 

of 
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•f  nature  from  the  more  forcible  operation  of  good  and  BOOK 
tvU,  and  the  view  they  conftantly  have  of  the  difcord  of 
the  elements,  are  placed  in  «  fituation  moil  fertile  in  re« 
▼olutions,  events  and  tranfa&ion^  of  every  kind. 

Henck  it  IS,  that  the  celebrated  countries  of  India^ 
have  long  engaged  the  attention  of  the  philofopher,  and 
the  hiflorian,  whofe  conjediures  have  a0igned  to  their 
earliefl  inhabitants  an  aera  of  the  moil  extraordinary  anti« 
quity.  To  fay  the  truth,  whether  we  confult  hiilorical 
records,  or  confider  the  pofition  of  Indoftan  upon  tha 
globe,  taking  for  granted  that  the  ocean  has  a  progreffive 
motion  from  Eaft  to  Weft,  we  muft  allow  that  this  part 
df  the  earth  was  the  firft  that  was  inhabited.  We  may 
trace  the  origip  of  moft  of  the  fciences  in  the  hiftory  of  that 
country.  Even  before  the  age  of  Pythagoras,  the  Greeks 
traVeUed  to  India  for  inftruftion ;  the  trade  carried  on  by 
them  with  the  oldeft  commercial  nations,  in  exchange  for 
their  cloth,  is  a  proof  of  their  great  progrefs  in  the  arts 
of  induftry. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  (hould  feem  reafonable  to  con-* 
dude,  that  a  climate  the  beft  adapted  to  the  human  fpe- 
cips,  would  be  peopled  the  earlieft ;  and  that  the  firft 
men  would  fix  their  abode  in  a  delicious  climate,  pure 
air,  and  a  foil  too  fertile  to  require  much  cultivation.  If 
the  human  race  could  be  fuppofed  to  multiply  and  ex- 
tend themfelves  in  thofe  horrid  regions,  where  they  muft 
maintain  a  perpetual  ftruggle  with  nature  ;  if  they  could 
'  inhabit  burning  fands  and  impracticable  morafles,  and 
regions  of  perpetual  ice ;  or  frequent  defarts  and  forefts^ 
where  they  muft  defend  themfelves  againft  the  violence 
of  the  elements,  and  the  attacks  of  wild  beafts ;  how  eafily 
might  they  not  form  themfelves  into  focieties  in  thefe  de- 
lightful countries,,  where  mankind,  exempt  from  neceiiity, 
has  nothing  to  purfuc  but  plcafure ;  where  enjoying  with- 
out labour  or  anxiety,  the  choiceft  produ6lions,  and  the 
moft  glorious  profpedt  of  the  great  fcene  of  nature,  they 

might 
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•  **  ®  *  might  juftly  afltime  the  diftinguifting  title  of  Lords  of  th* 
%^  ~j-  xT  Creation.  Thefe  delightful  fcenes  preieiited  thtraifelyes 
on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  and  in  the  plains  i^Indoftan* 
The  air  is  perfumed  with  the  moft  delicious  fruits,  and 
affords  a  wholefonie  and  refreihing  noucKhnwnt ;  the  trees 
form  a  fliade  xnpenetrable  to  the  rays  of  the  fun ;  while  the 
living  animals  that  are  difperfed  over  the  globe,  cannot 
fubfift  in-other  parts  without  devouring  each  other,  they, 
fcare  in  India,  in  common  with  their  mailer,  the  fweetl 
of  plenty  and  fecurity.  Even  at  this  day,  when  we  may 
think  that  the  earth  mud  have  been  exhaufted  by  the  pro« 
dudions  of  fo  many  ages,  and  their  confumption  ifi 
foreign  countries,  Indodan,  if  we  except  a  few  fkndy 
and  barren  diftrids^  is  ilill  the  mod  fruitful  country  ia 
the  world. 
Eeligtod,  The  fyftcm  of /norals  in  this  country  is  no  lefs  extraor^k 

STcufds  ^^^^^  ^^*"  ^^^  fyftem  of  nature.  When  we  fix  pur  eyes ' 
•f  iBdoiao.  on  this  vail  region,  where  nature  hath  exerted  her  ut- 
moft  efforts  for  the  happinefs  of  man,  we  cannot  but  re-^ 
gret  that  man  bath  done  all  in  his  power  to  oppofe  her^ 
The  rage  of  conqued,  and  what  is  no  lefs  dedru^tive  an 
evil,  the  grecdinefs  of  traders  have,  in  their  turn;s,  ravaged 
and  opprefFcd  the  fined  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe^ 
Notwithstanding  the  numbers  of  favage  banditti^ 
and  other  drangers,  whom  war  or  defire  of  gain  has  in- 
vited to  the  Indies,  it  is  eafy  to  didinguifli  the  antient  in^ 
habitants.  There  is  not,  however,  fo  much  difference  in 
the.  cad  of  complexion  and  outward  appearance  of  thefe 
people,  as  in  the  particularities  of  their  character  ;  op- 
prefled  as  they  have  been  with  the  yoke  of  tyranny,  or 
rather  of  the  wilded  anarchy,  they  have  not  adopted 
cither  the  manners,  the  laws,  or  the  religion  of  their 
maders.  Their  continual  experience  of  all  the  horrors  of 
war,  all  the  exceffes  and  vices  of  which  human  nature  is 
capable,  has  not  tainted  their  charader.  Nothing  has 
[  ever  been  able  to  reconcile  the  tender,  humane  and  ti- 
morous 
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mprotts  Indian  to  fcenes  of  blood,   or  td  animate  him  BOOK 
with  the  courage  and  fpirit  of  rebellion.    Hifi  vices  ariie 
Ibkiy  l^-v^  weakne&. 

The  judiciou9>  travell«r»  who  tcarerfi^g  the  plains  of 
Egypt,  fee$  trunks  of  columns,  mutilated  ftatnes,  brokea 
entablatures^  and  immenfe  pyramids  that  ha?rc  efcaped 
the  ravages  of  war  and  time,  di4>erfed  about  the  country^ 
is  loft  in  admiration  at  the  view  of  the  ruins  of  a  nation 
which  no  longer  e^s. '  He  cannot  now  find  out  the  fitua- 
tion  of  Thebes,  that  city  fo  celebrated  in  an^quity  for  ita 
hundred  gates  ;  but  the  venerable  remains  of  itis  te^lplea 
and  of  its  tombs,  give  him  a  higher  idea  of  its  magni* 
ficence  than  the  defcriptions  of  Herodotus  andDiodorua 
Siculus* 

When  we  attentively  examine  the  accounts  given  by« 
travellers  of  the  manners  of  the  natives  of  India,  we  feem 
to  wander  among  heaps  of  ruins,  the  remains  of  an  im** 
menfe  fabric.     The  original  form  is  loft,  but  enough  is 
preferved  to  convince  us  of  the  magnificence  and  regula-< 
rity  of  the  plans.  Amidft  a  variety  of  abfurd  fuperftitions« 
puerile  and  extravagant  cuftoms,  ftrange  ceremonies  and 
prejudices,  we  may  difcover  the  traces  of  fiiblime  morality, 
deep  philofophy,  find  refined  policy  ;  but  when  we  attempt 
to  trace  the  religious  and  civil  inftitutions  to  their  fource, 
we  find  that  they  are  loft  in  the  maze  of  antiquity.  By  the 
moft  antient  traditions,  the  Indians  appear  to  have  been 
the  firft  who  received  the  rudiments  of  fcience,  and  the 
poliih  of  civilization.    But  their  legiilative  fyftem  has 
never  been  difcovered ;  and  the  antients  themfelves  feem' 
'  only  to  have  retained  feme  fragments  of  it. 

la  India  are  found  the  traces  of  a  multitude  of  fuper- 
ftitious  obiervances,  arts,  fports,  errors  and  truths  of  all 
kinds,  which  have  been  adopted  by  almoft  all  nations. 

The  Indians  themfelves  are  ignorant  of  the  origin  of 
their  religion  and  policy  :*  they  have  to  this  day  preferved 
cuftoms  which  muft  certainly  have  owed  their  rife  to  a 

4  fyftem 
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BOOK  fyftem  that  no  longer  exifts :  the  fpirit  of  their  poKtical- 
conftitution  is  lofty  ^^^  every  branch  of  it  either  changed 
or  corrupted.  Their  religion,  which  was  of  the  allegorical 
and  moral  kind,  hath  degenerated  into  a  heap  of  extrava- 
gant and  obfcene  fuperftitions,  owing  to  their  havingf- 
realized  thofe  fictions  which  were  intended  merely  as  fa 
many  fymbols  and  emblems. 

Were  it  poliible  to  obtain  a  fight  of  their  facred  bdoks^ 
the  only  remains  there  are  of  the  Indian  antiquities,  we 
might,  in  fome  meafure,  be  enabled  to  remove  the  veil 
that  envelopes  thefe  numerous  myftefies ;  but  we  have 
lUtle  reafon  to  hope  that  we  ihall  ever  be  intrufted  with- 
fuch  a  communication. 

The  emperor  Mahmoud  Akebar  took  it  into  his  head 
to  make  himfelf  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  all  the 
religious  fedts  throughout  his  extenfive  provinces.  Having 
difcarded  the  faperftitious  notions  with  which  he  had  been 
prepoflefTed  by  his  education  in  the  Mohammedan  religion, 
he  refolved  to  judge  for  himfelf.  It  was  eafy  for  him  to  be 
informed  of  the  nature  of  thofe  fyftems,  that  are  formed 
upon  the  plan  of  making  profelites ;  but  he  found  him- 
felf difappointed  in  his  defign,  when  he  came  to  treat 
with  the  Indians,  who  will  not  admit  any  perfon  what- 
ever to  the  participation  of  their  myfteries. 

Neither  the  authority  nor  promifes  of  Akebar  could 
prevail  with  the  Bramins  to  difclofe  the  tenets  of  their 
religion ;  he  was  therefore  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 
artifice.  The  ftratagem  he  made  ufe  of  was,  to  caufe  an 
infant,  of  the  name  of  Feizi,  to  be  committed  to  the 
care  of  thefe  priefts,  as  a  poor  orphan  of  the  facerdotal 
line,  who  alone  could  be  initiated  into  the  facred  rites  of 
their  theology.  Feizi,  having  received  the  proper  inftruc- 
tions  for  the  part  he  was  to  adl,  was  conveyed  privately 
to  Benares,  the  feat  of  knowledge  in  Indoftan  ;  he  was 
received  into  the  houfe  of  a  learned  B'ramin,  who  educated 
him  with  the  fame  care  as  if  he  had  been  his  /on.    After 

the 
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the  youth  had  fyent  ten  years  in  ftudy,  Akebar  ^was  de-  B  O  O  *K 
firous  of  recalling  him;  but  he  was  fthitk  with  the  charms 
of  the  daughtier  of  his  pretepton 

The  women  of  the  facerdotal  trib<^  kre  locked  upon  as 
the  greateft  beauties  in  Indoflah.  The  old  Bramin  laid 
no  reftraint  oh  the  growing  pailton  of  the  two  lovers ;  he 
was  foiid  of  Feizi,  who  had  gained  his  dffe6Hbn  by  his 
a^dreis  and  docility,  and  offered  him  his  daughter  in 
marriage.  The  yoUng  mah,  divided  Between  love  and 
gratitude,  refolved  to  tonceai  the  fraud  no  longer ;  and, 
faUihgal  the  feet  of  the  Bramin,  difcovered  the  impof- 
hire,  and  aiked  pardon  for  his  offence. 
•  T^B  prieft,  without  reproaching  him  in  the  leaftj 
feizeda  poihard  which  hung  at  his  girdle^  land  was  going 
to  plunge  it  in  hi$  breaft>  if  Feizi  had  not  prevented  hini 
by  taking  hold  of  his  arm.  The  young  man  ilfed  every 
means  to  pacify  him,  and  declared  himfelf  ready  to  dd 
^y  thing  to  expiate  his  treachery.  The  Bramin,  burfl* 
isg  into  tears,  promifed  to  pardoh  him  on  condition  that 
be  ihoiild  fwear  kiever  to  trandate  the  Bedas*  or  facred 
Volumi&s,  or  difclofe  to  any,  perfon  whatever  the  fynibol 
bf  the  Bramin  creed.  Feizi  readily  promifed  all  that  the 
Bramin  required :  how  fat  he  kept  his  word  is  not  known  i 
but  the  facred  book^  of  the  Indians  have  never  be^n 
tranflated  by  him,  or  &ny  one  clfe,  to  this  day. 

As  the  Bramins  are  the  only  perfon^  who  linderiland 
the  language  of  the  facred  book,  their  comments  ob  thtt 
text  are  the  fame  ais  thofe  which  have  ever  been  made  oii 
teligious  books  ;  all  the  maxims  iiirhich  fancy,  intereft^ 
paflion  or  falfe  zeal  can  fuggeft,  are  to  be  foiind  in  thef« 
volumes.  Thefe  exclufive  pretenfions  of  the  interpreters 
bf  religion  have  given  theni  that  unbounded  influence 
bver  the  people,  which  impoftors  and  fanatics  will  not 
fail  to  exert  over  men  who  have  not  the  courage  to  con« 
iult  either  their  own  reafon,  or  theh*  own  feelings. 

Vot.  I.  D  From 
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From  the  Indus  to  the  Ganges »  the  Vidam  is  univ^^* 
fally  received  as  the  book  that  contains  the  principles  of 
religion ;  but  the  generality  differ  on  feveral  points  rela-* 
tive  to  faith  and  pra^ce«  That  fpirit  of  debate  and  re-* 
finemcnt,  which  for  fo  many  ages  has  infefted  the  phi-* 
lofophy  of  our  fchoolSi  has  made  ftill  farther  progrefs 
among  the  B^amins^  and  caufed  more  abfurdities  iu 
their  doflrinesi  than  it  has  introduced  into  ours,  by  a 
mixture  of  Platonifmi  which  is  perhaps  itfelf  derived  from 
the  doctrines  of  the  Bramins« 

Throvghout  all  Indoftan,  the  laws  of  government^ 
tuftoms  and  manners  make  a  part  of  religion ;  being  all 
derived  from  Brama,  a  being  far  fuperior  in  dignity  ta 
the  human  race^  the  interpreter  of  the  divinity,  tbil 
author  of  the  facrdd  books,  and  the  great  lawgiver  of 
India. 

Trbre  is  ibme  reafon  to  believe  that  Brama  was  pof"* 
feffed  of  the  fovereign  authority  ;  as  his  religious  inilitu* 
.tions  were  evidently  defigned  t(5  infpire  the  people  with  a 
profound  reverence  and  great  love  for  their  country,  and 
are  particularly  levelled  againft  the  vices  incident  to 
the  climate.  Few  religions  feem  to  have  beeii  fo  well 
adapted  to  the  countries  for  which  they  were  calculated. 

The  Indians  entertain  the  fame  religious  veneratioir 
for  him,  as  they  do  fbr  the  three  capital  rivers  of  Indof* 
tan,  the  Indus,  the  Criftina)  and  the  Ganges*  It  was  he 
who  rendered  facred  the  animal  that  is  m  yfl  ferviceable  in 
the  cultivation  df  laxld,  as  well  as  the  cow,  whofe  milk 
is  ^o  wholefome  a  noufifhment  in  fiot  countries*  To  hiiii 
they  afcribe  the  divifion  of  the  people  into  tribes  or 
iajiesy  dlftinguilhed  from  each  other  by  their  political 
and  religious  principles*  This  inilitution  is  antecedent 
to  all  traditions  and  knOWn  records,  and  may  be  con^^ 
fidered  as  the  moft  (Iriking  proof  of  the  great  antiquity 
of  the  Indians,  Nothing  appears  more  contrary  to  the 
ii^tural  progrefs  of  focial  connedUons,  than  this  diftribu- 

tioa 
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tion  of  the  members  of  the  fame  community  into  diftihft  BOOK 
claiTes.  Such  ah  idea  could  only  be  the  refult  of  a  ftudied 
plan  of  legiflatidn^  which  pre-fuppoies  a  great  proficiency 
in  civilization  and  knbwledge.  Another  circumftance  ftill 
Vnore  extraordinary  Is,  ^hat  this  diflin'dlion  flibuld  con- 
tinue fo  many  ages,  after  the  leading  idea  and  connb^ling 
Yie  was  forgotten ;  and  afforcfs  us  a  remarkable  example 
of  the  ftrength  of  national  p)-fejudic*es;  when  fanftified  by  \ 

•  >     ■ 

religious  ideas. 

The  nation  is  divided  into  fouf  clafTes,  the  Bramins^ 
'the  foldie'ry,  hufhandmen  and  mechanics  :  th^fe  clallbs 
liave  their  fubdivifions.  There  are  feveral  orders  of  Bra- 
ynins :  thofe  who  mix  lA  fociety  are,  for  the  hioft  part', 
very  corrupt  in  their  morals  ;  they  believe  that  the  water 
of  the  Ganges  will  wafh  away  all  their  crimes  $  and  as 
they  are  not  fubjedl  to  any  civil  juriifdidion,  live  without 
either  reftraint  or  virtue,  excepting  that  chara£ler  of  com* 
pafllion  and  charity  which  is  fo  commonly  found  in  the 
mild  climale  of  Indian 

The  others  who  live  abftraft'ed  from  the  world,  are 

r  *  •  ■  J  "* 

either  weak  minded  men  or  enthufiafts,  and  abandoii 
themfelves  to  lazinefs,  fuperflition,  and  the  dream  of 
metaph^lics.  We  find  in  their  difputes  the  very  fame 
ideas  that  occur  in  the  writings  of  our  moft  celebrated 
tnetaphyiicians,  fuch  as,  fiibflance^  accident,  prioHty; 
pofleriority.  Immutability,  indivi Ability,  the  vitd.!  and 
fenixtive  foul;  but  with  this  difference,  that  whereas  in 
India  thcfe  fine  difcoveries  are  very  antient,  it  is  biit  a  very 
ihort  time  fince  father  Lombard,  Thomas  Aquinas,  Leib- 
nitz, and  Mallebranche  aftoniihed  all  Europe  with  their 
dexterity  in  railing  their  vifionary  fyftems.  As  this  ^b- 
ftrafted  manner  of  reafoning  was  derived  to  u^  from  the 
Greek  philofbphers,  whofe  refinement  we  have  gone  far 
beyond^  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  Greeks  themfelves 
might  have  borrowed  this  ridiculous  knowledge  from  the 
Indigns ;  unlefs  we  rather  chufe  to  fuppofe,  that  as  the 

D  2  principles 
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BOOK  principles  of  mctaphyfics  lie  open  to  the  capacities  of 
aU  nations,  the  indolence  of  the  Bramins  may  have  pro- 
duced  the  fame  effea  in  Kdia,  as  that  of  our  monks  has 
done  in  Europe  ;  notwithftanding  the  inhabitants  of  one 
country  had  never  communicated  their  doarines  to  thofe 

of  the  other. 

Such  arc  the  defendants  of  the  ancient  Brachmans, 
whom  antiquity  never  fpeaks  of  but  with  admiration; 
becaufe  the  affeaation  of  aufterity  and  myftery,  and  the 
privilege  of  declaring  the  will  of  heaven  have  impofed 
upon  the  vulgar  in  all  ages.  The  Greeks  afcribe  th^ 
dodrine  of  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  to  certain  notions 
concerning  the  nature  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  future 
tcwards  and  punilhments. 

To  this  fpecies  of  ,knowledge  which  is  the  more  flatter- 
ing to  the  curiofity  of  man  in  proportion  as  it  tranfcends 
his   weak    capacity,    the   Brachmans    added    an   infinite 
number  of  religious  obfervances,  which  were  adopted  by 
Pythagoras  in  his  fchool ;  fuch  as  fkfting,  prayer,  filence, 
and  contemplation ;  virtues  of  the  imagination,  which 
have  a  more  powerful  efFeft  upon  the  vulgar  than  thofe 
of  a  ufefiil  knd  benevolent  tendency.    The  Brachmans 
were  looked  upon  as  the  friends  of  the  gods,  becaufe 
they  afFefted  to  pay  them  fo  much  regard  j  and  as  the 
proteftors  of  mankindj  becaufe  they  paid  them  no  regard 
at  all.    No  bounds  were  therefore  fet  to  the  refpeft  and 
mititude  that  were  fhown  them }  princes  themfelves  did 
not  fcniple    to  confult  thefe  reclufes  upon  any  critical 
conjunaure,    from  a  fuppofition,  no  doubt,  that  they 
were  infpired^    fince  it.  was   impoflible  to  imagine  that 
they  had   the  advantages  of  experience*.   After  all,  we 
can  hardly  deny  that  there  might  be  among  them  fome 
men  of  real  virtue,  whofe  minds  reliibed  the  pure  and 
ingenuous  delights  of  .ftudy  and  fcience';  and  who,  by 
nobly  raidng  their  thoughts  to  the  contemplation  of  the 
£(&  Being,  had  but  the  ftronger  reafon  to  render  them- 

felves^ 
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felves  worthy  of  his  care,  and  none  to  juftify  them  jn  B  O  O  K 
deceiving,  and  tyrannizing  over  their  fellow-creatures, 

Ths  military  clafs  conilfts  of  the  R^jas  on  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel,  and  th^  Nairs  on  the  coaft  of  Malahar« 
There  arc  likcwifc  whole  nations,  th^  Qanar  and  the 
Marattas  for  inftance,  who  afTume  the  profeflion,  either 
becaufe  they  are  the  defcendants  of  fome  trihes  originally 
devoted  to  arms,  or  becaufe  times  and  circurpdanc^jt 
have  introduced  a  change  in  their  primitive  inilitutions. 

The  third  clafs  confifls  entirely  of  huftandmen,  an4 
there  are  few  countries  where  this  fet  of  men  have  a  bet- 
ter title  to  the  gratitude  of  th(?ir  fellow-fubjedts ;   they 
are  laborious  and  induflrious,  perfedly  acquainted  with 
the  art  of  dif^ributing  their  rivulets,  and  of  making  the 
burning  foil  they  inhabit  as  fertile  as  poffible.    They  are 
in  India  what  they  would  be  every  where  elfe,  if  not  cor- 
rupt or  oppreffed  by  government,  the  moft  honeft  an4 
virtuous  of  men.     This  clafs,  which  was  formerly  much 
refpe&ed,  was  free  from  tyranny,  and  the  ravages  of  war  ^ 
never  were  the  hufbandmen  obliged  to  bear  arips ;  their 
lands  and  their  labours  were  held  ^ually  facred;  they 
ploughed  their  fields  within  view  of  contending  armies,  ' 
who  fuffered  them  to  purfue  their  peaceful  toil  without 
moleftation ;  their  corn  was  never  fet  on  fire,  nor- their 
frees  cut  down ;  religion  too,  that  all-powerful  principle,^ 
lent  her  alliftance  to  reafon,  which,  though  it  inculcates 
'  indeed,  the  propriety  of  protedtin^  ufeful  occupationsi^ 
has  not  of  itfelf  fufiicient  influence  to  enforce  the  execu^ 
^on  of  its  own  laws. 

The  tribe  of  mechanics  was  branched  otit  ii>to  as? 
xnany  fubdivliipns  as  there  are  trades;  no  one  was  air 
lowed  to  relinquiih  the  profefiion  of  his  parents;  for 
which  reafon  induftry  and  vaflklage  have  ever  gone 
hand  in  hand,  and  carried  th^  arts  to  as  high  perfedion 
|S  they  can  poiiibly  attain  without  the  ailiilance  of  tafte 
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BOOK  and  imagination,  which  feldom  unfold  themielves  but 
under  the  kind  influences  of  emulation  and  liberty. 
'  Besides  thefe  tribes,  there  is  a  f^fth,  ^hich  is  the  out-- 
4raft  of  all  the.  reft ;  thei  members  of  it  are  employed  in 
the  meaneft  offices  of  fociety;  they  bury  the  dead,  carry 
awray  dirt,  and  live  -upon  the  flefh  of  animals  that  die 
natural  deaths ;  they  are  held  in  fuch  abhorrence  that 
if  any  of  their  fociety  dares  to  touch  any  perfon  belong- 
ing to  the  other  clafTes,  he  has  a  right  to  kill  him  on  the 
fpot ;  they  are  called  Farias. 
In  Malabar  there  is  another  race  of  men,  called  PoulicheeS:» 
,  who  fufFer  ftill  greater  injuries  and  ha)rdihips  ;  they  inha- 
bit ^he  forefts;  where  they  are  not  permitted  to  build 
huts,  but  are  obliged  to  make  a  kind  of  neft  upon  the 
trees ;  when  they  are  prcffed  with  hunger,  they  howl  like 
wild  bcafts  to  excite  the  compaillon  of  the  paflengers. 
The  moil  charitable  among  the  Indians  depofit  fome  rice 
or  other  food  at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  and  retire  with' all 
poflible  hafte;  to  give  the  famifhed  wretch  an  opportunity 
of  taking  it  without  meeting  with  his  benefaftor,  who 
would  think  himfelf  polluted  by  coming  near  him. 

The  Europeans,  by  living  with  thefe  unhappy  people 
upon  terms  of  common  humanity,  at  length  made  them- 
felves  almofl  equally  the  objefls  of  deteftation  among  the 
Indians.  This  deteftation  prevails  even  to  this  day  in  the 
inland  parts  of  the  country,  where  the  want  of  inter- 
courfe  keep^  alive  thofe  rooted  prejudices,  which  wear 
off  gradually  near  the  fea-coafts,  where  the  interefts  and 
mutual  wants  of  commerce  unite  men  with  each  other, 
and  confequently  introduce  jufter  notions  of  human  nature. 
All  thefe  clalTes  are  for  ever  feparated  from  eacl^  other 
by  unfurmountable  barriers ;  they  are  not  allowed  to  in- 
termarry, live,  or  eat  together.  Whoever  traufgrcfTcf 
jhis  rule,  i^  baniflied  as  a  difj^race  to  his'tribet 

But 
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BvT  when  they  go  in  pilgrimage  to  the  temple  of  B  O  O  K 
Jagrenat,  or  the  Supreme  Being,  the  cafe  is  quite  altered. 
At  thefe  feafons  the  Bramins>  the  Raja  or  Nair,  the  huf- 
bandman  and  mechanic  carry  their  offerings,  and  eat  and 
drink  promifcboully  ;  they  are  there  admonished  that  the. 
diftindiions  of  birth  are  of  human  inftitution,  and  that 
jiU  men  are  brethren  and  children  of  the  fame  God. 

Thosb  religious  fentiracnts,  which  have  given  a  fane? 
tion  to  this  fubordination  of  ranks^  among  the  Indians^ 
have  not  had  fufficient  influence  to  prevent  them  entirely 
from  afpiring  to  thofe  marks  of  diftinftion  which  are  ap* 
propriated  to  the  fuperior  claiTes.    That  fpirit  of  ambition 
fo  natural  to  mankind,  has  fpmetimes  exerted  itf|:lf,  and 
ilngular  expedients  have  been  tried  by  men  jealous  of 
fuperiority  to  Ihare  with  the  Bramins  the  veneration  of 
the  multitude ;  this  has  given  rife  to  a  rape  9f  monks 
known  in  India  by  the  name  of  Fakirs* 
•   Men  of  all  the  tribes  ctr  caftcs  are  permitted  ^o^ fallow 
this  clafs  of  life ;  nothing  more  is  required  than  to  emu- 
late the  Bramins  in  abflrafled  contemplation  and  indo- 
lence ;  but  at  the  fame  time  they  are  obliged  to  furpafs 
them   in  exceiiive  auflerities,   which  i|rike   the  nitldei^ 
people  in  the  world  with  religious  horror.    The  appear- 
ance of  thefe.  fanatics  oxceeds  imagination  ;  fome  of  them 
wallow  in  the  dirt,  others  accuftom  themfelves  to  painful 
poftures,  extending  their  arms  over  their  head  till  they 
are  unable  to  recover  their  natural  pofition  ;  and  a  third 
fort  continue  ftanding  feven  or  eight  days  together,  which 
occafions  prodigious  fwellings  in  their  legs ;  they  uH  of 
them  enter  into  an  engagement  never  to  waft\  their  bo- 
dies, or  comb  their  hair ;  and  to  oppofe  aiyi  difgrace 
nature,  with  a  view  of  recommending  themfelves  to  it^ 
author.    The  refped  paid  them  by  the  people  is  their 
only  recompenfe  for  thefe  facrifices,  which  infinitely  ex* 
ceed   all    the   mortifications  praflifed  by   the  Europear^ 
pionks ;  if  thofe  may  be  called  mortifications^  which  are 
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• 
BOOK  nothing  more  than  fingular  ceremonies  pra&ifed  at  ai^ 

early  age,  when  to  get  rid  of  fcruples  concerning  th;e  gra- 
tification of  natural  and  forbidden  paiGons,  the  youthful 
imagination  ardently  embraces  any  fyftem  of  life,  how«i 
ever  extravagant^  provided  it  has  received  the  public  fane* 
tion,  and  is  calculated  to  .adminifter  to  their  pleafures. 

Though  in  the  facred  books  of  the  Indians  we  do  not 
meet  with  thofe  ii^ftances  of  the  m'arvellous,  whifh  fome- 
times  ftrike  fo  forcibly  in  the  Greek  theology,  their  niy«> 
thology  is  as  irregular  as  that  of  almoft  any  other  people. 
We  do  not  find,  in  particular,  any  connedion  between 
their  religious  principles  and  the  feveral  clafTes  that  form 
the  bafis  of  their  government.  The  fhaflah,  which  is 
looked  upon  by  fome  as  a  commencsiry  on  the  vedam, 
and  by  others  as  an  original  work,  an  extradl  of  which » 
lately  publifhed  in  England,  has  thrown  fome  light 
ypon  this  fubje£t.  This  book  teaches  that  the  eternal 
being  abforbed  in  the  contemplation  of  his  own  efTence^ 
formed  the  refolution  of  creating  beings,  who  might  par- 
take  of  his  glory.  He  fpoke,  and  angels  rofe  into  exiftence  ; 
they  fang  in  concert  the  praifes  of  their  creator,  and  har- 
mony reigned  in  the  celeilial  region,  when  Ovo  of  thefc 
fpirits  having  revolted,  drew  a  legion  after  them.  The 
Supreme  Being  drove  them  into  a  place  of  torment,  fron\ 
^hence  they  were  releafed  at  the  interceflion  of  the  faith- 
ful angels,  upon  conditions,  which  at  once  infpired  them 
with  joy  and  terror.  The  rebels  were  fentenced,  under. 
diH^erent  forms,  to  undergo  puniihments  in  the  low<^ 
eft  of 'the  fifteen  planets,  in  proportion  to  the  enormity 
of  their  firft  offence ;  accordingly  each  angel  underwent 
eighty  feven  tranfmigrations  upon  earth,  before  he  ani- 
*inated  the  body  of  a  cow,  which  holds  the  firft  rank  amdng 
the  animal  tribes.  Thefe  different  tranfmigrations  arp 
confidered  as  fo  many  ftages  of  expiation,  preparatory  to 
a  Aate  of  probation,  which  commences  as  foon  as  the 
angel  tranfmigrates  from  the  body  of  the  cow  into  a  liu- 

man 
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nan  body;  in  this  fituation  the  creator  enlarges  his  in-  8  O  O  K 
telk^hial  faculties » and  conflitutes  him  a  free  agent ;  and  his 
good  or  bad  conduft  hadens  or  retards  the  feafon  of  his 
pardon.  The  good  are  at  their  death  -re*united  to  the 
Supreme  Being,  and  the  wicked  begin  anew  the  sera  of 
their  expiation. 

Hbnce  it  appears,  that,  according  to  this  tradition  of 
the  (haflah,  the  metempfychofis  is  an  adual  puniihment, 
and  that  theTouls  that  animate  the  generality  of  the  brute 
creation,  are  nothing  more  than  wicke^  fpirits.  This  ex- 
planation is  certainly  not  univerfaliy  adopted  in  India.  It 
was  probably  invented  by  fome  devotee  of  a  melancholy 
IHid  rigid  call;  as  the  do£lrine  of  the  tranfmigration  of 
fouls  feems  originally  to  have  been  founded  rather  on 
)iope  than  fear. 

In  fadl,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe  that  it  was  only  adopted 

at  firfl  as  an  idea  that  flattered  and  foothed  humanity,  and 

would  eafily  be  embraced  in  a  country  where  mankind, 

living  under  the  influence  of  a  delicious  climate,  and  a 

|nild  government,  began  to  be  fenfible  of  the  fhortnefs  of 

life.    A  fyftem  which  extended  life  beyond  its  natural  limits 

cpuld  not  fail  to  be  well  received.    It  is  a  confolation  to 
t,  ■  « 

an  old  man,  who  fees  himfelf  defex:ted  by  all  that  is  dear 
to  him,  to  imagine  tjiat  his  enjoyments  will  flill  remain, 
and  that  His  diflblution  only  opens  a  paffage  to  another 
fcenc  of  exiftence.  At  the  fame  time^  it  is  equally  matter 
of  confolation  to  the  friends  who  attend  him  in  his  laft 
moments,  to  think,  that  in  leaving  the  world  he  does  not 
relinquifh  the  hones  of  rifing  once  more  into  life.  Hence 
was  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  dof^rine  of  tranfmigration. 
Keafon,  diffatisfied  with  this  illufion,  may  urge  in  vain, 
that  without  recolle£iion  there  can  be  no  continuance 
or  identity  of  being ;  and  that  if  a  man  does  not  remember 

that  he  has  exided,  he  is  in  the  fame  fituation  as  if  he  had 

» 

never  exiited  before: — Sentiment  adopted  what  reafon 

,  •.    V  .V.~  m    ^  m  ..••.  •»»•  ' 

4ifallowed.  .        '   , 
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The  ihaftah,  no  doubt,  has  given  a  greater  air  of  fever 
rity  to  the  dodrine  of  the  metempfychofis,  with  a  view  of 
making  it  more  inftrumental  in  fupporting  the  fyftem  of 
jDorality  it  was  neceflary  to  eftablifli.  In  fad,  upon  this 
idea  of  tranfmigration  confidered  in  the  light  of  a  pu- 
niihment,  they  explain  the  duties  which  'the  angels  were 
required  to  perform*  The  principal  ones  were  charity, 
fibi^nence  from  animal  food,  and  a  Scrupulous  adherence 
to  the  profei&on  of  their  anceflors.  This  lafi-mentioned 
prejudice,  in  which  all  people  feem  to  agree,  notwith* 
ftanding  they  differ  in  their  opinions  concerning  it| 
origin,  is  without  a  parallel,  if  we  except  among  the  an- 
cient Egyptians,  whofe  inflitutions  have  fome  kind  of 
hiilorical  relation  to  thofe  of  the  Indians^  which  are  now 
unknown  to  us.  But  though  the  Egyptian  laws  eftabliihe  J 
a  diftindUon  of  ranks,  none  were  held  in  contempt; 
while,  on  the  contrary,  the  laws^  of  Brama,  by  the  intro^ 
iiuftion,  perhaps,  of  ibme  abufes,  feem  to  have  con* 
demned  one  part  of  the  nation  to  pain  and  infamy. 

Thbre  is  reafqn  to  believe,  that  the  Indians  were.a^ofl 
as  civilized  when  Brama  inftituted  his  laws,  as  they  are  at 
prefent.  Whenever  a  community  begins  to  aiTume  a  cer- 
tain form,  it  naturally  divides  into  feveral  clafles,  accord- 
ing to  the  variety  904  extend  of  thofe  arts  that  are  neceft- 
fary  to  fupplx  ^^  demands. 

It  was  doubtjefs  the  intention  of  Brama,  by  confirming 
thefe  different  profeflions  by  fandions  of  religion,  and 
confining  the-exercife  of  them  perpetually  to  ^he  famf 
families^  to  give  them  a  lafling  eflabliil^ment  on  political 
principles ;  but  he  did  not  forefee  that  by  thefe  mean^  he 
Aiould  obflru6l  the  progrefs  of  difcoveries,  which,  in  the 
end,  might  give  rife  to  jjew  occupations.  Accordingly, 
if  we  may  judge  by  the  fcrupulous  attention  paid  by  the 
Indians  at  this  day  to  the  laws  of  Brama,  we  may  affirm 
fhat  induftry  has  made  no  advances  among  this  people, 
fmce  the  time  of  this  legiflatori  and  that  they  were  almoft 

as 
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ds  civilized  as  they  are  at  prefenty  when  they  firft  received  BOOK 
his  laws.    This  remark  is  fufficient  to  give  us  an  idea  of 
the  antiquity  of  thefe  peopU,  who  have  made  no  improve- 
ments in  knowledge  fince  an  asra  which  feems  to  be  the 
inod  ancient  in  hiftory. 

Brama  prefcribed  diiFefent  kinds  of  food  for  the(e  re- 
TpeAive  tribes.  The  military,  and  fomc  other  ranks/ 
were  permitted  to  eat  venifon  and  mutton.  Fiih  wauil^ 
lowed  to  fome  hufbandmen,  and  mechanics.  Others 
lived  upon  milk  and  vegetables.  None  of  the  Bramii^ 
ate  any  thingthat  had  life.  Upon  the  whole,  th^fe  people 
fU"e  extremely  fober ;  but  their  abftinence  varies  in  pr<>- 
portion  to  the  greater  or  lefs  labour  required  in  their 
profeflfions. 

Thby  marry  in  their  infancy,  and  their  wives  maintain 
p  chaf  ader  of  fidelity  unknown  in  other  countries.  Some 
pf  the  fuperior  ranks  ar^  allowed  the  privilege  of  having 
feveral  wives.  It  is  well  known  that  thofe  of  the  Bftunins 
burn  tbemfelves  on  the  death  of  their  hufbands,  and  they 
feem  to  be  the  only  perfons  who  are  obliged  to  It  by  the 
laws.  Others^  however,  are  fpnd  of  following  their  ex- 
ample, led  by  that  point  of  honour  tp  whicl^  fo  many 
ji^idims  are  facrificed  in  all  countries*  This  cruql  injunc- 
tion is  cpi\fine(l  to  widows  who  have  no  iflue.  Thofe  wl^o 
have  children  ^re  expend  to  take  care  of  their  education 
and  fettl^m^nt  in  the  world.  Wejre  it  not  for  this  pre- 
caution,  the  (late,  which  ought  to  be  the  guardian  of 
^hefe  prph^ps.  would  be  laden  with  a  very  oppreflive 
burthen. 

Since  the  Moguls  became  mafters  of  Indoftan,  theje 
horrible  fpqQacles  (laye  been  yery  n^ucli  diminifhed ;  as  it 
cofts  a  fum  top  confiderable  for  any  but  the  rich  to  ob- 
tain a  licence  for  that  purpofe.  Put  this  obftacle  has 
ibmetimes  made  their  inclinations  the  ftronger.  Son^e 
women  haye  been  known  to  devote  themfelves  for  feveral 
y^^rs  to  the  loweft  and  moft  laborious  employments,  in 

order 
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J  O  O  K  order  to  raife  money  to  defray  the  expences  of  this  exfrs^ 
▼agant  fuicide.  Others  h^ve  been  more  eagerly  ambitious 
of  facrificingthemrelves^  in  proportion  as  fcenes  of  thit 
kind  became  lefs  common. 

A  few  year?  ago  a  young,  beautiful,  and  rich  widovr^ 
of  Surar,  afpired  to  this  high  honour.  The  governor 
refiifed  to  grant  her  permifiion  tQ  confign  herfelf,  toge-: 
tther  with  fo  many  valuable  endowments,  to  the  flames. 
T^ielady^  full  of  indignation,  took  a  handful  of  burning 
coals,  and,  feemingly  regardlefs  of  the  pain,  (aid  in  a 
firm  tone  to  the  governor,  (onfider  not  alone  the  tendernefi 
rfmy  a^e\  fee  with  what  infenjihility  I  hold  this  fire  in  my. 
hands  I  and  know  that  with  equal  conjlanej^  I  Jball  throuji 
myfel/into  thefiames. 

All  the  wonien,  however,  are  not  anims^ted  with  this 
enthufiaflic  intrepidity.  Many  of  them,  who  were  ambi- 
tious of  devoting  themfelvcs  to  the  manes  of  their  huf- 
bands«  have  been  feized  with  an  involuntary  tremor  when 
their  approaching  fate  appeared  in  all  its  horrors.  To 
encourage  them  to  this  great  a6Uon,  fo  contrary  to  reafon 
and  nature,  a  mixture  is  ^ven  them,  which,  by  ftupify- 
ing  the  fenies,  removes  the  apprehenfions,  which  the  pre-, 
paration  for  death  mud  unavpidably  occafion.  The  mo- 
ment the  intoxication  takes  place, 'thefe  unfortunate 
widows  are  diredly  thrown  upoQ  the  fatal  pile ;  and  to 
this  ftratagem,  invented  by  the  advocates  for  fanaticifm, 
are  to  be  attributed  thoCe  feeming  figns  of  joy  and  fatis- 
fsi€don,  which  appear  in  their  countenances  at  the  fight 
of  thofe  devouring  flames  that  are  ready  to  reduce  them 
to  aflies. 

This  inftitution  is  not  attribute^  to  Brama,  but  rather 
feems  to  be  the  invention  of  fome  Bratnin,  who  carried 
bis  jealoufy  beyond  the  grave.  This  piece  of  refli)ement, 
didated  by  a  barbarous  and '  over-ilrained  aflPe6tion,  is 
fuitable  to  the  character  'of  thofe  fuperftitious  mortals, 
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tflio  think  there  is  an  eifential  merit  in  rigid  morality,  and  ^  O  O  K 
what  they  call  a  fuperior  purity* 

Thxss  people  are  of  a  mild,  humane  difpbfitton»  and 
are  almoft  fbranger^  to  the  pai&ons  that  prevail  among  us. 
What  ohjed  can  ambition  have  among  men  who  are 
deftined  to  continue  always  in  the  fame  ftate  i  They  love 
peaceable  labour  and  an  indoleyit  life;  and  often  quote 
this  paiTage  of  one  of  their  favourite  authors  ;  '7?j  iet'^ 
ur  toJitJiiU,tban  to  waJii  bttter  to  JU$p  than  taawukct 
But  death  is  b^  of,  all. 

Their  temperance^  and  the  exceifive  heats  of  the  cli« 
mate,  reftraih  the  violence  of  their  pafiions,  and  prevent 
them  from  having  a  flrong  defire  for  anK)rous  plea* 
fures.  Avarice,  which  reigns  chiefly  in  people  of  weak 
bodies,  and  little  minds,  is  almofl  their  only  pailion* 

Wb  may  judge  of  their  ingenuity  in  arts  by  the  fpeci-r 
mens  that  are  brought  from  India.  The  execution  is 
difficult,  but  they  are  deftitute  of  tafte  and  elegance* 
The  fciences  are  ftill  more  neglefled ;  nor  have  they  the 
leaft  notion  of  mechanics ;  before  they  were  acquainted 
with  the  Mohammedans,  no  bridges  had  ever  been  erefled. 
The  Pagodas  are  in  general  nothing  more  than  miferable 
firudtures  of  a  fquareform,  admitting  no  light  but  at  the 
^entrance,  which  always  fronts  the  eaft ;  this  defed  is  fup- 
fupplied  by  tapers,  which  are  kept  burning  by  the  pious 
and  devout.  It  is  afierted,  however,  that  their  great 
Pagodas  are  regularly  built,  and  that  the  ornaments 
both  within  and  without,  are  of  confiderable  value.  The 
idol  is  placed  in  the  center  of  the  building,  fb  that  the 
parties  who  are  not  admitted  into  the  temple,  may  have 
a  fight  of  it  through  the  gates.  In  thele  Pagodas  there 
are  cifterns  of  water  for  the  purification  of  the  Indians. 
Thefe  fuperftitious  ceremonies  are  chiefly  obferved  by 
the  people.  It  is  faid  that  there  are  ftill  fome  of  the 
Bramins  who  .know  how  to  calculate  eclipfes;  but  it  is 
JM>t  very  eafy  to  difcover  whether  this  is  done  by  means 

fif 
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A  O  0  K,  of  fome  of  their  tables  derived  from  their  anceftors ;  ot 
whether  they  are  anally  acqusiinted  with  the  theory  pre-^ 
▼ioufly  necelTary  towards  thet  (btUtidn  of  (Itch  problems. 

The  military  clafs  have  chofen  to  fix  their  reddence  in 

the  northern  provinces,  lind  thePeninfuia  is  chiefly  inha* 

bited  by  the  inferior  tribes.     Hence  it  has  happened,  that 

ail   the  powers  who  have  attacked  India  by  fea,   have 

rati  with  fo  iitde  reAilanee.  It  may  n6t  be  amifs  to  remind 

thofe  philofophers  wh6  iddhtaid  that  man  is  a  frugivorou^ 

animal,  that  the  military  people  who  fubfift  tijKm  animal 

foody  are  more  robufl,  cohragedtt^  and  fprightly,  and  live 

J, »      ,  longer  than  thofe  of  the  other  clalTes  who  feed  upon  vcge- 

^V  ^M'  tables;  at  the  fame  time  it  muft  be  owned,  that  the  dift 

1'.^  fference  between  the  iriKatitants  of  the  north  and  Ibuth, 

is  of  too  uniform  a  caft  to  be  attributed  entirely  to  the 
particulai*'  kind  of  iiouriihment ;  the  cold  of  the  north, 
the  elafticity  oT  the  air,  leTs  fertility  and  more  la&onr  and 
exercife,  with  a  more  vaned  kind  of  life :  all  thefe  whet 
the  appetite,  brace  tJie  nerves,  raife  a  fpirit  of  refolution 

0  •  •  • 

and  adtivity,  and  give  a  firmer  tone  to  the  organs ;  on- 
the  other  hand  the  heats  of  the  fouth,  together  with 
great  quantities  of  fruit,  an  inadUve  life,  a  conilant  per- 

«  a. 

fpirktion^  a  more  free  and  more  laviih  ufe  of  the  means 
conducive  to  population,  more  indulgence  in  effeminate 
pleafures,  and  a  fedentary  and  uniform  courfe  of  lifb  $ 
while  they  increafe  the  number  of  birthsi  occafion  a  fpee- 
dier  diffolution.  Upon  the  whole  it  fhould  feem,  that 
though  man  was  not  by  nature  deflgned  to  confume  the 
Relh  of  animals,  he  is  endued  with  a  power  of  accommo« 
dating  himfelf  to  the  various  modes  of  life  that  prevail 
in  every  different  climate,  and  either  hunts  and  liveti 
upon  flefh,  or  vegetables,  or  turns  (hepherd  or  hufbandmail 
according  to  the  fertility  or  barrennefs  of  the  foil. 

Thi  religion  of  Brama  was  antiently,  and  fllU  cbnti- 
nucs  to  be,  divided  into  eighty-three  fefts,  which  agree 
in  fpme  fundamental  points,  and  have  no  difjputes,  about 

the 
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the  reft ;  they  live  in  amity  with  men  of  all  perfuafions  BOOK 
as  their  own  does  not  oblige  them  to  make  profelytes. 
The  Indians  feldom  admit  ftrangers  to  their  worfhip, 
and  always  with  the  greateft  relu^nce^  This  was  in 
fome  meafure  the  fpirit  of  the  ancient  fuperftition ;  as 
it  appears  among  the  Egyptians^  the  Jews^  the  Greekt 
and  the  Romans:  and  though  it  has  occafioned  fewer 
ravages  than  the  zeal  of  making  converts,  it  prevents  the 
intercottrfes  of  fociety,  and  raifes  an  additional  barrier 
between  one*  people  and  another. 

Whev  we  coniider  how  kindly  nature  has  provided  for 
the  happinefs  of  thefe  fertile  cotmtries,  where  every  want 
is  eafily  fupplied ;  and  that  the  compailionate  temper  and 
morals  of  the  Indians,  render  them  equally  averfe  to  per-» 
fecution  and  the  fpirit  of  conqueft,  we  cannot  help  la- 
menting that  a  barbarous  inequality  ihould  have  diftin- 
guiihed  one  part  of  the  nation  by  power  and  privileges^ 
while  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  are  loaded  with  mifery 
and  contempt.  What  can  be  the  caufe  of  this  firange 
tUufion?  It  muft  doubtlefs  be  traced  to  that  principle 
which  has  been  the  conftant  fource  of  all  the  calamities, 
chat  have  befallen  the  inhabitants  of  this  globe. 

We  need  only  fuppofe  that  a  powerful  people,  with  few 
lights  to  dire£l  them,  adopt  an  original  error,  which  ig- 
norance brings  into  fathion  :  as  foon  as  this  error  becomes 
general,  it  is  made  the  bafis  of  an  intire  fyftem  of  politics 
and  morality:  and  men  begin  to  find  that  their  innoccut 
propeniities  run  counter  to  their  duty.  In  order  to  con- 
form to  this  new  plan  of  morality,  they  muft  perpetually 
be  offering  violence  to  the  order  of  nature.  This  conti-» 
nual  ftruggle  will  introduce  a  moft  amazing  contrariety 
into  their  manners ;  and  the  nation  will  be  compofed  of  a 
fct  of  wretches,  who  will  pafs  their  lives  in  mutually  tor- 
menting each  other,  and  accufing  nature.  Such  is  the 
piflure  of  all  the  people  upon  earth,  excepting,  perhaps, 
a  few  ibcieties  of  favages.     Abfurd  prejudices  have  per- 

verted 
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B  O  O  K  verted  huihan  reafon,  and  cv6n  ftiflei!  that  inftina  which 
teaches  animAla  to  relift  oppreiBion  and  tyranny.  Multi-^ 
tudes  of  the  humkn  race  implicitly  fubmit  to  be  a  Ibrt  of 
vaflals  to  a  fmall  iiUmber  of  men  who  opplrefs  them. 

Such  is  the  fatal  progrefs  of  that  original  error,  which 
impofture  has  either  produced  or  kept  up  in  the  inind 
of  man.  May  true  knowledge  revive  thofe  rights  of  rea- 
fonable  beings*  which  to  be  recovered;  waht  Only  to  he 
known.  Ye  fages  of  the  earth,  philofophers  of  every  na- 
tion,  it  is  yours  alone  to  make  laws  by  pointing  them  out 
to  your  countrymen;  Take  the  glorious  refolution  to  in* 
firud  your  fellow-cfeatures :  and  be  affured  that  it  is  much 
eafier  to  propagate  truth  than  error*  Mankind,  animated 
by  the  deiire  of  happinefs,  to  which  you  will  point  the 
way,  willliften  to  you  with  attention.  Make  thofe  million^ 
of  hireling  flares  blufh,  who  are  always  ready,  at  the 
command  of  their  mailers,  to  deftroy  their  fellow-citizens; 
Rouze  all  the  powers  of  human  nature  to  oppbfe  this  fub- 
Verflon  of  focial  laws.  Teach  mankind  that  liberty  is  the 
inflitution  of  God ;  authority  that  of  man.  Expofe  thofe 
myfterious  arts  which  hold  the  world  in  chains  and  dark- 
nefs  ;  and  let  the  people  be  fenfible  how  far  their  credulity, 
has  been  impofed  upon,  and  re-aiTuming,  with  one. accord; 
the  ufe  of  their  faculties,  vindicate  the  honour  bf  the 
human  race. 

Besides  the  natives,  the  Portuguefe  foUnd  Mohaiti^ 
medans  in  India ;  fome  of  whom  came  from  the  borders 
of  Africa.  Th^  greateft  part  of  them  were  defcendents 
of  the  Arabs,  who  either  fettled  here  or  made  ineurfion^. 
They  had  made  themfelves  maflers  of  all  the  countries  a^ 
far  as  the  Indus,  by  the  force  of  arms.  The  moft  enter- 
prizing  among  them  pafTed  this  river^  and  fucceiiively 
penetrated  into  the  extremities  of  the  Eaft;  On  this  im-^ 
menfC'  continent  they  became  the  fadlors  of  Arabia  and 
Egypt,  and  were  treated  with  diftiuguifhed  refpedt  by  aU 
tiie  fovereigns  who  wi(hed  to  keep  up  an  intercourfe  with 

theft 
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thcfe  countries.    Here  they  multiplied  to  a  gteat  degree  i  *  ^  **  ^ 
for  as  their  religion  allowed  polygamy^  they  married  ia 
every  place  where  they  mad*  any  ftay. 

Their  fuccefs  was  ilill  more  rapid  and  lafting  in  thd 
Klands  that  lie  fcattered  in  this  oceans .  The  want  of  com^  • 
feirerce  procured  them  the  bed  reception  both  from  princes 
and  their  fubjeds.  They  foon  rofe  to  the  higheft  digni^ 
ties  in  thefe  p^tty  ilates^  and  became  the  arbiters  of  £o- 
ve^ninent.  They  took  advantage  of  the  fuperiority  of  their 
knowledge,  and  the  fuppport  they  reccired  from  their 
country,  to  eflablifli  an  ui;^iverfal  dominion.  The  defpots 
.and  their  vafTals,  in  order  to  ingratiate  themfelves  with 
them,  abandoned  a  religion  to  which  they  had  no  great 
attachment,  for  new  ©pinions  which  might  procure  them 
fonie  advantages.  This  facrifice^  coft  them  the  lefs,  as  thd 
preachers  of  the  Koran  made  no  fcruple  of  admitting 
ancient  luperflitions  into  an  alliance  with  thofe  they 
ivilhed  to  eftablilti. 

These   Mohammedan  Ara^s,    who  wbre  apoilles  and 
"iherchants  at  the  fame  time,  had  already  propajg^^t^d  their 
i-eligion  by  pUrchafing  a  great  number  dfflaves,  to  Whom^ 
Jaftei-  they  had  beeh  circumcifed,  ahd  inftrufted  in  their 
dofttine,  they  ga^e  their  freedohi ;  but  as  a  tertaih  pride 
J)revented  them  from  mixing   their  blood  with  that  o1? 
thefe  freedmen,  the  latter  have  in  time  become  a  diftinf^ 
people,  inhabiting  the  coafl  of  the  Indian  P^ninfula  from 
Goa  to  Madfafs ;  they  ar6  at  prefent  known  in  Malabar 
by  thfe  h'ame  of  Pooliahs,  and  by  that  of  Coolies,  in  Coro- 
mandel;  they  underftand  neither  the  Perfian,  the  Arabian^ 
nor  the  Moo^^  language;    and  confine  themfelves  td 
that  of  the  countries  in  which  they  live ;  the  generality 
are  addicted  to  commerce^  and  profefs  a  fpeeies  of  Mo« 
hammedanifm  extremely  eorrupted  by  the  Indian  faper* 
ftitions. 

Indostan,  which  has  fince  bfc^n  almoft  entirely  ie- 

duced  by  war  under  a  foreign  yoke,  wasy  at  the  time  of 

the  arrival  of  the  Portuguefe»  divided  between  the  kings 
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B  o  O  K  of  Cambtya,  Delhi,  Blfiiagftr,  Narziogua  and  Cattcut^ 
each  of  which  reckoned  feveral  forereigas,  more  or  lei| 
powerful,  among  their  tributaries.  The  lafl  of  theft 
moxiarcbs,  who  ^s  better  known  by  the  name  of  Zamoiin» 
which  anfwers  to  that  of  emperor,  than  by  the  name  of 
his  capital  city ;  foSsSkd  the  moft  mantime  ftates,  and 
his  empii^  extended  over  all  Malabar. 

TnsaE  is  an  ancient  tradition,  that  when  the  Arabs 

began  to  eftablilh  themfelyes  in  the  Indies  in  the  eighth 

centuiy,  the  king  of  Malabar  took  fo  great  a  funcy  t6 

their  religion,  that  he  not  only  embraced  it,  but  deters 

mined  to  end  his  days  at  Mecca.  Calicut,  where  he  embark^ 

ed,  became  a  place  fo  dear  and  fo  refpe£lable  to  tfhe  Moors^ 

that  they  were  infenfibly  led  to  make  it  the  conftant  ren* 

deZYOUs '  of  their  fliips.    Thus  by  the  fole  efFed  of  this 

fuperflition,  this  harbour,  incommodious  and  dangerous 

.  as  it  was,  became  the  richeft  ftaple  of  thefe  countries* 

Precious  ftones,  pearls,  amber,  ivory,  china-ware^  gold 

and'  filver,  filks  and  cottons,  indigo,  fugar,  all  kinds  of 

ipices,  valuable  woods,  perfumes,  beautiful  varnifh ;  and 

whatever  conduces  to  the  elegances  of  life  were  carried 

thither  from  all  parts  of  the  eaft.    Some  of  thefe  rich 

commodities  came  by  fea ;  but  as  navigation  was  neither 

fo  fafe  nor  fo  briik  as  it  is  now,  a  great  deal  was  brouglil 

^  by  land  by  buffaloes  and  elephants. 

''^cfc'^ft*"*      Gama,  having  informed  himfeif  of  thefe  particulars^ 

biiih  a  fet-  when  he  touched  at  Melinda,  hired  an  able  pilot  to  co9* 

thecMft  of  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  P^^^  ^  which  trade  was  the  mpft  flo^ 
ftl^abv.  riihing.  Here  he  fortunately  met,  with  a  Moor  of  Tiinil» 
who  nnderftood  the  Portuguefe  language,  and  having 
feeh  with  admiration  the  great  atchievements  of  this  na- 
tion on  the  coafis  of  Barbary^  conceived  a  fondnefi  ibr 
it  which  overcame  his  prejudices.  This  prediledion  en^* 
gaged  the  Moor  to  ufe'  all  his  intereft  in  favour  of  thefe 
Grangers,  who  put  themfelves  entirely  under  his  direc- 
tion. He  procured  Gama  an  audience  of  the  Zamoiin,  who 

propofed' 
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t>rbpofed  an  aUianct>  and  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  ?  0  O  l|l 
king  his  mafter.  This  was  updn  the  point  of  being  con-  ^ 
eluded,  when  the  Muflulmen  found  means  to  throw  a  fuf- 
picion  upon  a  rival  power,  whofe  courage,  adivity  and 
knowledge  they  dreaded*  The  reports  they  made  to  him 
of  its  ambition  and  reftlefTnefs,  made  fuch  an  impreflion 
on  the  mind  of  the  prince,  that  he  refolred  to  deftroy 
thole  adventurers  whom  he  had  juft  received  fo  favourably. 
Gam  A  being  informed  of  this  change  by  his  faithful 
guide,  fent  his  brother  on  board  the  fleet,  telling  'him» 
If  yeujbould  hior  that  I  amihrown  into  prlfoity  or  put  to 
deaths  I  forbid  you,  as  your  commander  ^  iithtr  to  come  to  my 
ojjt/iance^  or  revenge  my  lofs  j  Jet  fail  immediately^  and  in^ 
Jorm  the  iirtg  of  the  particulars  of  our  voyage. 

They  were  happily  not  reduced  to  thefti  extremities. 
Ti^e  Zamorin,  who  wanted  neither  power  nor  inclina- 
tion, wanted  courage  to  put  his  defign  in  execution  ;  and 
the  admiral  had  leave  to  rejoin  his  company.  Having 
ihade  fome  well-timed  reprifals,  which  procured  a  rclli- 
tution  of  the  merchandife  he  had  left  a  pledge  in 
Calicut,  he  failed  for  Europe* 

It  is  impoffible  to  dcfcribe  the  joy  that  prevailed  at  LiA 
^on  on  his  return^  The  inhabitants  beheld  themfelves  on 
the  point  of  eflablilhing  the  richefl  commerce  in  the 
'world,  and  being  not  only  avaritious,  but  fuperftitious 
at  the  fame  time,  flattered  themfelves  with  the  hopes  of 
propagating  their  religion  either  by  perfuafion,  or  by 
the  force  of  arms.  The  pope,  who  let  flip  no  opportu- 
nity of  confirming  the  opinion  that  they  are  the  fove- 
reigns  of  the  earth,  gave  the  Portuguefe  all  the  coai^s 
they  fliould  difcover  in  the  eaft,  and  infpired  this  little 
ftate  with  all  the  folly  of  c6nqueft. 

Numbers  were  eager  to  embark  on  board  the  new  fleet 
'  that  was  fitted  out  for  an  expedition  to  the  Indies,    thir- 
teen veflels  that  failed  from  the  Tagus,  imder  the  com- 
mand of  Alvares  Cabral,  arrived  at  Calicut;^  and  reftored 
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BOOK  fome  of  the  Zamorin's  fubjedb  that  Gama  had  carried  awa/ 
with  him*  Thefe  Indians  fpoke  highly  of  the  treatment 
ihey  had  received;  but  it  was  a  long  tLgne  before  the 
Zamorin  was  reconciled  to  the  Portuguefe ;  the  Mooriih 
party  prevailed ;  and  the  people  of  Calicut,  feduced  by 
their  intrigues,  maffacred  fifty  of  the  adventurers.  Ca- 
bral,  in  revenge,  burnt  all  the  Arabian  vefTels  in  the 
harbour^  cannonaded  the  town,  and  thfia  failed  firft  to 
Cochin  and  afterwards  to  Cananor, 

The  kings  of  thefe  two  towns  gave  him  fpiccs,  offered 
him  gold  and  filver,  and  propofed  an  alliance  with  him 
againft  the  Zamofin,  to  whom  they  were  tributaries. 
The  kings  of  On6r,  Culan,  and  feveral  other  princes, 
made  the  fame  overtures  ;  flattering  themfelves  that^  the/ 
fhould  all  be  relieved  from  the  tribute  they  paid  to  the 
Zamorin,  extend  the  frontiers  of  their  ftates,  and  fee  their 
harbours  crouded  with  the  fpoils  of  Afia.  This  general 
infatuation  procured  to  the  Portuguefe  fo  great  an  afcen- 
dant  over  the  whole  country  of  Malabar,  that  wherever 
they  appeared  they  gave  the  law.  No  fovereign  was  fuf- 
fered  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  them,  unlefs  he  woyld 
acknowledge  himfclf  dependent  on  the  court  of  Lifbon, 

• 

give  leave  that  a  citadel  fhould  be  built  in  his  capital, 
and  fell  his  merchandife  at  the  price  fixed  by  the  buyer. 
The  foreign  merchant  was  obliged  to  Wait  till  the  Portu- 
guefe had  completed  their  lading ;  and  no  perfon  was  f^f- 
fered  to  navigate  thefe  feas  without  producing  palTpofts 
from  them*  The  wars  in  which  they  wc^c  unavoidably 
engaged,  gave  little  interruption  to  their  trade ;  with  a 
handful  of  men  they  defeated  numerous  armies*  jthfif 
enemies  met  with  them  every  where,  and  always  fled  be* 
fore  them ;  and,  in  a  (hort  time,  the  fhips  of  the  Moors 
of  the  Zamorin  and  his  dependants,  no  longer  dared  to 
make  their  appearance. 

The  Portuguefe,  thus  became  the.  conquerors  of  the 
Eaft,  were,  perpetually  fending  rich  cargoes  to  their  own 

country. 
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country,  which  rcfounded  with  the  fjame  of  their  exploits,   BOOK 
The  pojt  of  Liibon  gradually  became  the  refbrt  of  all,  the  ^_^^, 
ihipping  in  Europe,     It  became  the  grand  mart  of  thf 
mcrchaudife  of  India :   fqjr  the  Portuguefe,  who  fetched 
it  from  \hc  very  fpot,  fold  it  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  traders 
iof  other  nations. 

To  fecure  and  extend  thefe  advantages,  it  became  ne-P 
ceflary  to  call  in  the  aid  of  reflection  to  corredl  and 
Arengthen  what  had  hitherto  been  the  offspring  of  chance, 
jBi  fmgular  intrepidity,  and  a  happy  concurrence  H>f  cirr 
jcumflances.  They  wanted  to  eftabllfh  a  f^^flem  of  power 
and  commerce,  which  at  the  fame  time  that  it  was  ex  ten? 
itve  enough  to  take  in  all  objeds,  ihould  be  fo  well  con- 
liedled,  that  all  the  parts  of  the  grand  flrudure  they  meant 
to  r^ife,  ihould  mutually  fireilgthen  each  other.  Notwith<^ 
/landing  the  information  the  court  of  Lifbon  had  received 
from  the  account  tranfmitted  from  India,  and  the  teflimo- 
ny  of  thofe  who  had  hitherto  been,  intrufled  with  the 
management  of  her  interefts  in  that  quarter ;  fhe  wifely 
rcpofed  all  her  confidence  in  Alphonfo  Albuquerque,  the 
fDoft  difcerning  of  all  the  Portuguefe  who  had  (leen  in 
Afia. 

The  new  viceroy  acquitted  himfelf  beyond  expectation. 
He  found  it  neceflary,  that  Portugal  fhould  have  an  efta-r 
Wifhment  which  might  eafily  be  defended,  where  there 
was  a  good  harbour  and  a  wholefome  air,  and  where  the 
Portuguefe  might  refrelh  themfelves,  after  the  .fatigues  of 
their  paffage  ffom  Europe.  >  With  this  view,  he  cafl  his 
eyes  upon  Goa,  which  he  forefaw  would  b^  an  important 
acquifition  to  Lifbon^ 

GoA,  which  rifes  in  the  for^  of  an  amphitheatre,  is 
fitttated  neaf  the  middle  of  the  coafl  of  Malabar,  upon 
an  ifland  feparated  f|:om  the  continent  by  the  two  branches 
of  a  river  which  falls  into  the  fea,  at  fome  diftancQ  from 
fjie  city^  forming  under  its  walls  one  of  the  fineft  har« 
'  ho^fs  in  the  world*      This  ifland  is  reckoned  tp  be  (f  n^ 
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BOOK  leagues  in  circumference.  Within  this  little  fpot  are  to  1)^ 
fcen  hills,  vallics,  woods,  canals,  fprings  of  excellent 
water,  a  city  magnificently  built,  matket-town^  and  largo 
Tillages.  Before  the  entrance  into  the  por^,  the  two  pe- 
ninfulas  Salfet  and  Barda,  which  equally  (erve  the  pur« 
pofes  of  defence  and  (helter.  They  are  guarded  by  fotti 
lined  with  artillery,  where  all  fhips  are  obliged  to  ftop  bo* 
fore  they  £ome  to  an  anchor  in  the  harbour. 

GoA,  though  fiot  fo  confiderable  at  that  time  as  it  has 
been  fince,  was  looked  upon  as  the  moft  advantageous 
poft  in  India.  It  belonged  to  the  king  of  the  Decan  3 
but  Idalcan,  who  was  tntrufted  with  the  government  sf . 
it,  had  affiimed  an  independancy^  and  endeavoured  to 
extend  his  power  in  Malabar.  While  this  ufurper  wai 
purfuing  his  fchemes  on  the  continent,  Albuquerque  ap- 
|)eared  at  the  gates  of  Goa,  took  the  city  by  ftorm^ 
and  acquired  this  valuable  advantage  with  very  littlt 
lofs. 

.  Idalcan,  apprized  of  the' lofs  the  king  had  fuftaioedy 
did  not  hefitate  a  moment  what  meafures  he  ihould  take. 
In  conjunftioQ  even  with  the  Indians  his  enemies,  who 
were  almoft  as  much  interefted  in  this  matter  as  him- 
felf,  he  marched  towards*  the  capital,  with  a  degree  of 
expedition  never  known  before  in  that  country.  The 
Portuguefe  having  no  firm  footing,  and  finding  themfelves 
unable  'to  preferve  their  conqueft,  retreated  to  their  (hips^ 
which  kept  their  ftation  in  the  harbour,  and.  fent  t6 
Cochin  for  a  reinforcement*  While  they  were  waiting 
for  it,  their  prpvifions  failed.  Idalcan  offered  them  a 
fupply, .  giving  them  to  underftand.  Thai  hi  chofi  to-  cuM* 
fuer  by  armsj  and  m/t  by  famine.  It  was  cuftomary  at  that 
time,  in  the  Indian  wars,  for  the  armies  to  fuffer  pnovi* 
fions  to  be  carried  to  their  enemies.  Albuquerque  Tt-* 
jeded  the  offer  made  him,  with  this  re^^y.  That  hi  wuU 
receivi  no  prefenisfrom  Idalcan  till  they  were  friends*  The 
fuccour  he  hourly  expend  never  arrived, 
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This,  difappotntment  determined  him  to  retreat  and  to  BOOK 
poftpone  the  execution  of  his  darling  projed,  to. a  more 
ferourable  ppportanity,  which  prefented  itfelf  a  few 
0u>nths  'after»  Idakan  being  obliged  to  take  the  field 
agaia  to  preferve  his  dominions  from  abfolute  dicftnic- 
tioH,  Albnquerque  made  a  fudden  attack  upon  Goa, 
which  he  carried  by  ftorm,  and  fortified  himfelf  in  the 
place.  As  the  harbour  of  Calicut  was' good  for  nothing, 
«nd  ceafed  to  be  frequented  by  the  Arabian  veiTels,  all  its 
trade  and  riches  were  transferred  to  this  city,  which  be* 
flame  Ac  metropolis  of  all  the  Portuguefe  fettkments  in 
India. 

'  '  The  natiTes  of  the  country  were  too  weak,  too  difpl* 
titedy  and  too  much  at  variance,  to  put  a  flop  to  the  fuccefs 
cf  this  enterprizing  nation*  Nothing  remained  to  be  don^ 
but  io  guard  againil  the  Egyptians,  bor  was  the  leaft 
^^recantion  either  omitted  or  negle&ed. 

Egypt,  which  is  confidered  as  the  parent  of  all  hifto-  j^ 
rical  antiquities,  the  fburc6  of  policy,  and  the  ouriery  of  ^^  of  cw 
arts  and  fciences,  after  having  remained  for  ag^s  in  a  trade  in  la* 
.  Jbte  of  feparation  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  who  were  ^*  ^^ 
iaU  in  contempt  by  this   wife  country,  underftood  and  qoeftsof  th« 
pra£kifed  navigation*    The  inhabitants  had  long  negle&ed  '^^^S*^*^ 
^e  Mediterranean,  where  they  did  not  certainly  expeft 
•ay  great  ^vantages,  and  direded  their  courie  towards 
the  Indian  ocean,  which  was  the  true  channel  of  wealth* 
'  Stkuck  with  the  fituation  of  this  country  between  two 
ibasv  one  of  which  opens  die  road  to  the  ealt,  and  the 
^ther  to  the  weft.    Alexander  formed  the  defign  of  fix* 
ing  .the.  feat  of  his  empire  in  Egypt,  and  to  make  it 
ilto  oemre  of  trade  to  the  whole  world.    This  prince,  wha 
Jm4*  m^e  difcemment  than  any  other  conqueror,  faw  that 
if  it  were  poffiUe  to  form  an  union  between  his  prefent 
and  future  acquifitions,  he  ouifl  make  choice  of  a  coun* 
tiy  which  nature  feems  to  have  placed,  a&  it  were>  in 
«onta£k  with  Africa  and  Afia  to  conned  them  with  Europe. 
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BOOK  The  premature  death  of  the  greateft  captain  that  hillory 
and  fable  have  held  forth  to  the  admiration  of  mankind, 
would  for  ever  have  annihilated  the£e  vaft  projei^s,  had 
they  not  been  in  part  purfued^  by  Ptolemy,  one  of  his 
lieutenants ;  who,  when  the  moft  magnificent  fpoil  ever 
knowni  came  to  be  divided,  clainoed  Egypt  for  his  fharei^ 

Itt  the  reign  of  this  new  fovereign  and  his  immediate 
fuccefforsy  commerce  made  prodigious  iihprovements. 
Alexandria  was  the  mart  of  the  merchandife  that  came 
from  India^  by  the  Red  Sea,  to  the  port  of  Berenice. 

A  waiTza,  who  has  entered  deeply  into  this  fubje&, 
and  whofe  accounts  we  follQw,  tells  us,  that  fome  of  the 
numerous  VefTels  that  were  built  in  confequence  of  tliefe 
connexions,  traded  only  in  the  gulph  with  Arabians  and 
Abyifinians  :  among  others,  which  ventured  out  into  the 
main.ocean,  fome  of  them  failed  fouthward  to  the  right 
along  the  eaftern  coafts  of  Africa,  as  far  as  the  ifland  of 
Madagafcar ;  others  fteered  to  the  left  towards  (hQ  Per« 
Can  Gulph,  went  even  as  far  as  the  Euphrates,  to  trade 
with  the  people  on  its  banks,  particularly  with  the  Greeks, 
whom  Alexander  had  brought  there  with  him  in  bis  ex- 
peditions. Others,  ftill  grown  mor^i  enterprising  from 
the  hopes  of  gain,  penetrated  as  far  as  the  mouths  of  the 
Indus,  traverfedthe  coafl  of  Malabar,  and  touched  at  the 
ifland  of  Ceylon,  known  by  the  ancients  under  the  name 
of  Taprobane.  A  very  fmall  number  paiTed  through  the 
Coromandel  to  go  up  the  river  Ganges,  as  far  as  Paly- 
botra,  a  town  the  moft  celebrated  in  India  on  account  of 
its  riches.  Thus,  induftry  proceeded  by  gradual  ad- 
vances, from  one  river  or  coaft  to  another,  to  appro- 
priate the  productions  of  thofe  countries  that  abound 
moft  in  fruits,  flowers,  perfumes,  precious  ftones,  and  all 
the  delicacies  of  voluptuous  luxury. 

The  boats  they  made  ufe  of  in  thefe  expeditions  were 
long  and  flat,  not  unlike  thofe  that  are  fecn  upon  the 
liil^j    B^fprf  tbe  inyentioa  of  Xht  cpnopafs,  in  cpnfc* 
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qucncc'of  which,  larger  veflcls,  carrying  more  fail,  were  BOOK 
fitted  out  for  the  main  ocean ;  they  were  obliged  to  row 
clofe  to  the  ihore»  and  to  follow  the  windings  of  the  coaft 
from  one  point  of  land  to  another.  They  were  obliged 
to  moke  the  fides  of  their  ihips  lefs,  in  order  to  weaken  the 
power  of  the  wind  over  them,  and  lei^  deep,  for  fear  of 
firiking  againft  rocks,  fands,  or  Ihallows.  Thus  a  voy- 
age  not  fo  long  by  one  third  as  thofe  which  are  now  per- 
formed in  lefs  than  fix  months,  fometimes  lafted  fire 
years  or  more.  What  their  vefiels  wanted  in  fize,  was 
fupplied  by  thc'if  numbers;  and  the  difadvantages  of 
their  flow  failing  were  compenfated  by  the  frequent  fqua- 
drons  they  fitted  out. 

The  Egyptians  exported  to  India,  as  has  been  done  ever 
Jince,  Tjfoollen  manufa^ures,  iron,  lead,  copper;  {oiuq 
fmall  pieces  of  workmanfliip  in  glafs,  and  filver  in  exchange 
for  ivory,  ebony,  tortoife-lhell,  white  and  printed  linens, 
filks,  pearls,  precious  ftones,  cinnamon,  fpices,  and  par- 
ticularly frankincenfe ;  which  was  a  perfume  the  moil  in 
efteem,  on  ^count  of  its  being  ufed  in  divine  worfl)ip, 
and  contributing  to  the  gratification  of  pripccs.  It  fold 
at  fo  high  a  price,  that  the  merchants  counterfeited  it 
under  pretence  of  improving  it.  So  aj>prehenfive  is  avarice 
of  being  defrauded  by  poverty,  that  the  workmen  who  were 
employed  in  making  it  were  naked;  having  only  a  girdle 
about  their  loins,  the  ends  of  which  v(^ere  fealed  by  the 
4ire^or  of  the  manufafture. 

All  the  fea-faring  and  trading  nations  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean caxpe  to  the  ports  of  Egypt  to  purchafe  the  produce 
of  In^i^f  When  Carthage  and  Corinth  became  the  victims 
of  the  yipes  intrp^luped  by  their  opulence,  the  Egyptians 
were  themfelyes  obliged  to  export  the  rithes  with  which 
thefe  cities  formerly  loaded  their  own  veflels.  As  their 
maritime  power  increafed,  they  extended  their  navigation 
as  far  as  Cadiz.  They  could  fcarcely  fupply  the  demands 
pf  llome,  whofe  luxury  kept  pace  >vith  its  conquefts  :  at 
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BOO  It  the  fame  time  that  they  were  arriTed  at  fuch  a  pitch  of 
extraif^agance  thcmfelyesy  that  the  accounts  givea  of  it 
have  the  air  of  romance.  Cleopatra,  with  whoai  their 
empire  and  hiftorj  expired,  was  as  profiift  as  ihe  was  vo- 
luptuous* But  notwithftanding  thefe  incredible  expeQceSy 
the  advantages  they  derived  from  the  trs^de  of  the  Indies 
were  fo  great^  that  after  they  were  iuhdued  an4  Cpoiled, 
landSf  provifions,  and  merchandife,  fetched  double  the 
price  Sit  Rome.  If  Pliny  may  be  credited,  the  conquerort 
by  reinftadng  the  conquered  in  this  fource  of  opulence* 
which  was  calculated  rather  to  flatter  their  vanity  than  to 
Aggrandize  their  power,  gained  twenty  thoufand  per  cent. 
Though  it  is  eafy  to  fee  that  this  calculation  is  exagge- 
rated, we  may  from  thence  form  a  conje^ure  whfit  profits 
muft  have  been  reaped  in  thofe  diflant  ages,  when  the 
Indians  were  *not  fo  well  acquainted  with  their  own  in- 
tereft. 

While  the  Romans  had  virtue  enough  to  prefiirve  the 
power  acquired  by  their  anceftors,  Egypt  very  much  con* 
fributed  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  the  empire  by  the  riches 
it  brought  thither  from  the  Indies,  But  the  fulnefs  of 
luxury,  like  the  corpulency  of  the  body,  is  a  fymptom  of 
an  approaching  decay*  This  vaft  empire^  funk  under  its 
own  weight,  and  like  leavers  of  wood  or  metal,  whofe 
pxfitf&v^  length  contributes  to  their  weaknefs,  broke  into 
two  parts. 

Egybt  was  annexed  to  the  eaftern  empire,  which  lafted 
longer  than  ^at  of  the  weft ;  not  being  attacked  fo  foon, 
or  with  fo  much  vigour.  If  riches  could  have  fupplied  the 
place  of  courage,  its  Situation  ^nd  refources  would  evj^n 
have  ma4e  it  invincible.  But  the  inhabitants  of  this  em- 
pire had  nothing  but  ftratagem  to  defend  it  againil  an 
enemy,  who,  bdSdes  the  enthiifiafm  of  a  new  religion» 
were  animated  with  all  the  ftrength  of  an  uncivilized 
people.  A  torrent  thus  increaiing,  as  it  deftroyed  every 
thing  in  its  paflage»  was  no(  to  be  flopped  by  fo  flight  a 
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Carrier.  In  the  feventh  century  it  laid  wafte  feveral  pro-  BOOK 
vinces*  and  Egypt  amongft  the  reft;  which  having  been 
one  of  the  principal  empires  of  antiquity,  and  the  model 
of  all  modern  monarchies,  was  deftined  to  fink  into  a  ftate 
of  languor  andiniignificancy,  in  which  it  remains  to  this  day. 

The  Greeks  cpmfDrted  themfelves  under  this  misfortune, 
on  finding  that  the  wars  of  the  Saracens  hs^d  diverted  the 
ffream  of  the  Indian  commerce  from  Alexandria  to  Con. 
fiantinopfe,  by  two  well-known  channels;  one  of  theie 
was,  the  Euxine  6t  Black  Sea,  where  it  was  ufual  to  em- 
bark to  go  up  the  Phafis.  Large  yefTels  were  at  firft  em- 
ployed, and  afterwards  fmaller  ones  were  introduced, 
which  failed  as  far  as  Serapana ;  from  whence,  in  four  or 
five  days,  the  merchants  conveyed  their  commodities  by 
land-carriage  to  the  river  Cyrus,  which  falls  into  the  Cat 
plan  Sea.  Having  croiTed  this  tempeftuous  ocean,  they 
arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Oxus,  which  extended  almoft 
as  fsLT  as  the  fource  of  the  Indus,  ai^d  from  whence  they 
returned  the  fame  way,  laden  with  the  treafures  of  Afia., 
This  was  one  of  the  means  of  communication  between 
this  continent,  always  naturally  rich,  and  that  of  Europe, 
-which  was  then  poor,  and  ruined  by  its  own  inhabitants. 

The  other  channel  of  communication  was  more  eaiy;. 
The  Indian  vefTels,  failing  from  different  coafts,  paifed  the 
Perfian  gulph,  and  arrived  at  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates^ 
where  they  unloaded  theSr  cargo ;  which,  from  this  river, 
was  in  one  day  fent  by  land-carriage  to  Palmyra.  This 
city,  the  ruins  of  which  ftill  preferve  an  idea  of  its  opu- 
lence, tranfported  this  merchandife  through  the  defarts  to 
the  confines  of  Syria.  By  this  rich  commerce,  it  became 
more  flourifliing  than  could  have  been  expelled  from  its 
fandy  fituation.  Since  its  deftruftion,  the  caravans,  after 
fbme  changes,  conftantly  took  the  road  of  Aleppo,  which, 
by  means  of  the  port  of  Alexandretta,  turned  the  current 
of  wealth  to  Conftantinople,  which  at  length  became  the 
general  market  of  the  produdions  of  India. 
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This  advantage .  might  alone  have  retarded  the  fall  of 
the  empire,  arid,  perhaps,  have  reftored  it  to  .its  ancient 
grandeur;  but  that  had  been  acquired  by  its  arms,  its 
virtues,  and  its  frugal  manners :  and  "it  was  now  deftitutc 
of  all  thofe  means  of  maintaining  its  profperity.  The 
Greeks,  corrupted  by  the  prodigious  acceflion  of  wealth, 
which  their  exclufive  commerce  poured  in  upon  tbem^ 
almofl  without  any  care  or  adivity  of  their  own,  aban<r 
doned  themfelves  to  an  indolent  and  effeminate  way  of 
life,  which  infallibly  leads  to  luxury ;  fond  only  of  th^ 
trivial  amufements  of  glittering  fliows,  and  the  volupjtuou? 
refinements  of  art ;  of  futile,  obfcure,  and  Topbiftiqal  dif- 
quifitions  on  matters  of  tafle,  fentiment,  and  even  religioi) 
and  politics.  They  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  opprefTcd, 
without  aflerting  their  right  to  be  governed,  and  either 
'made  their  court  to  a  fucceflive'  race  of  tyrants,  by  the 
mofl  abjedl  adulation,  or  irritated  them  by  a  faint  refift- 
ance.  Thefe  people  were  bought  by  the  Emperor,  and 
fold  to  all  the  monopolizers  who  aimed  to  enrich  themfelves 
by  the  ruin  of  the  ftate.  The  government,  fHIl  more 
corrupted  than  its  fubjcfts,  fuffered  Its  navy  to  decay,  and 
placed  its  whole  dependance  on  the  treaties  it  entered  into, 
with  the  ftrangers,  whofe  (hips  frequented  its  ports.  The 
Italians  had  infenfibly  engroffed  the  article  of  tranfporta- 
tion,  which  the  Greeks  had  for  a  lone  time  kept  In  their 
own  hands.  .  This  branch  of  bufmefs,  which  is  rather  la- 
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borious  than  profitable,  was  doubly  ufeful  to  a  trading 
nation,  whofe  chief  riches  confift  in  maintaining  their 
vigour  by  labour.  Inaftivity  haftened  the  deflrudlion  of 
Conflantinople,  which  was  prefTed  and  furrounded  on  all 
fides  by  the  conquefls  of  the  Turks.  The  Genoefe  fell 
into  the  net,  which  their  perfidy  and  avarice  had  woven 
for  them.  Mohammed  the  Second  drove  them  from  Caffa, 
to  which  place  they  had,  of  late  years,  drawn  the  greatefl 
part  of  th^  Afiatic  trade. 
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The  Venetians  did  not  wait  for  this  event  to  give  thenl  B  O  O  It 
un  opportunity  of  reviving  their  conneftions  with  Egypt. 
They  had  experienced  more  indulgence  than  they  expected 
from  a  government  eflablifhed  fince  the  laft  crufade^  and 
ii6arly  rcfembling  that  of  Algiers.  The  Mammelucs,  who 
at  the  time  of  thefe  wars  had  taken  poiTeifion  of  a  throne 
they  had  hitherto  fupporled,  were  for  the  moft  part  flaves, 
whp.  were  brought  from  Circaflia  in  their  infancy,  and 
trained  up  early  to  a  military  life.  The  fupreme  authd- 
xity  was  veiled  in  a  chief,  and  a  council  compofed  of  four 
and  twenty  principal  perfons.  This  military  corps,  which 
eafe  would  unavoidably  have  enervated,  was  recruited 
every  year  by  a  croud  of  brave  adventurers,  who  flocked 
from  all  parts,  with  a  view  of  making  their  fortune. 
Thefe  needy  people  were  prevailed  upon,  by  a  fum  of 
money  and  promifes,  to  confent  that  their  country  (hould 
be  made  the  mart  of  Indian  merchandife.  Thus  they 
were  bribed  into  a  meafure^  which  the  political  intereft  of 
their  ftate  always  required  them  to  adopt.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Ftfa  and  Florence,  the  Catalans,  and  the  Ge- 
noefe,  received  fome   benefit  from  this  change;  but  it 

•  was  of  fignal  advantage  to  the  Venetians,  by  whofe  ma* 
'  nagement  it  w^s  efFeded.     Things  were  in  this  fituation 

when    the   Portuguefe    made   their  appearance   in    the 
Indies.  , 

This  great  event,  and  the  confequences  that  imrtiedi- 

•  ately  followed  it,  occaiioned  much  uneafinefs  at  Venice. 
.  This  Republic,  fo  celebrated  for  its  wifdom,  had  lately 

been  difconcerted  by  a  league  which  it  could  not  oppofe, 

'  and  certainly  did  not  forefee*     Several  princes  of  different 

'  interefls,  who  were  rivals  in  power,  and  had  pretenfions 

of  an  oppofite  nature,  united,  in  defiance  of  all  the  rujes 

of  juftice  and  policy,  to  dellroy  a  ftate  which  had  not 

given  any  of  them  the  leafl  umbrage :  and  even  Lewis 

the  Xllth.  whofe  intereft  was  moft  concern<?d  in  the  pre- 

'  fervation  of  Venice,  brought  if  to  the  brink  jof  ruin  by 

the 
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B  O  0  K  th€  viApry  of  Argnadel.  The  quarrels  whic)i  irnift  neqcf' 
farily  ari&  among  fuch  allies,  joined  to  the  prudence  of 
the  Republic,  fayed  it  from  this  danger,,  which  though 
pnore  imminent  in  Uppearancej  wasj  in  fad,  not  fo  greaf 
nor  fo  immediate  as  that  they  were  now  expofed  'to,  by 
the  difcoTery  of  ^  paflage  to  the  Indies  by  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope. 

Venice  ibon  perceived  that  their  commerce,  and  con« 
fequently  their  power,  w^s  on  the  point  of  being  trans- 
ferred to  the  Portuguefe.  Every  expedient  was  tried  that 
an  able  adminiftration  could,  fuggeft.  Some  of  the  fkilfiii 
.emiflaries,  which  the  ftate  took  care  to  retain  and  employ 
4exteroufly  in  all  places,  perfuaded  the  Arabs  fettled  in 
their  country,  and  thofe  that  were  difperfed  over  India, 
or  the  eaftern  coafts  of  Africa,  that  as  their  intereft  was 
equally  concerned  with  that  of  Venice,  they  ought  to 
unit-e  with  her  againft  a  nation,  which  had  made  itfelf 
miftrefs  of  the  common  fource  of  their  riches. 

Tms  nimo^ir  of  this  league  reached  the  Sondto  of 
Egypt,  whofe  attention  was  already  awakened  by  the  mis« 
fortunes  he  felt,  as  well  as  thofe  he  forefaw.  The  cuftoms, 
which  conilituted  a  principal  branch  of  his  revenue,  and 
by  which  five  per  cent<  was  levied  on  the  importation,  and 
ten  on  the  exportation  of  Indian  goods,  began  to  bring  ^ 
little  or  nothing*  The  frequent  bankliiptQies,  .whicb 
were  the  neceilary  confequence  of  the  embarraflment  pf 
aff^rs,  exafperated  men's  minds  againft  the  government, 
which  is  always  refponfible  to  the  people  for  the  calaoiities 
they  endure.  The  militia,  whi^Qti  was  ill  paid,  fearing 
that  their  pay  would  be  ftiU  more  precarious,  raifed  mutj- . 
nies',  which  are*  more  to  be  dreaded  on  the  decline  of.  a  I 
ftate,  than  in  the  time  of  its  profperity.  Egypt  was  equally 
a  fufferer  by  the  trade  carried  on  by  the  Portuguefe,  and 
by  the  obftrudions  their  own  was  expofed  to  by  their  en^ 
cro^chments. 

The  Egyptians  might  have  extricated  themfelvcs  from 
tbpfc  iucoAveniencies  by  fiuiof  out  a  fleet ;    but  tho 
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Red&a  afibrdcd  no  materiek-fpr  the  buil^g  (hips.  Tbe  &  0  O  K 
Venetktt9  removed  this  obftade  by  fendiivg  WQod,,iuMi. 
otbier  materials,  to  Alexandria.    They  were  cofxveyed  bjr 
the  Mile  to  Cairo,  from  whence  they  weie  caripiod  by       , 
t:am^s  to  Suez.    From  this  celebrated  port,  in  the  year 
.fji  '^>'  foui"  large  veflclsy  ono  galleon,  two  gaUie$«  ^nd  thref . 
galliots,  failed  to  India. 

TkE  Portuguefe,   who  forcfaw  this  co^ederacy«  had  TliePoittu 
the  preceding  year  laid  a  fcheme  to  prevent  it»  by  malung  ^u^*?**^* 
themfelves  mailers  of  the  Red  Sea;    iec«re»  that  with  maA«n  of 
this  advantage,  they  ihouid  haye  nothing  to  fear  £roip  *^«^<<*Set. 
this  connexion,  oor  from  the  combined  forcAS  jq£  E^pt 
and  Arabia.     With  this  view,  they  formed  a  pls|n<to  feisse 
upon  the  ifland  of  Socotora,  well  known  to  the  aacteoH 
by  the  name  of  Dioiieorides,  on  account  of  the  ahi«ndanc« 
and  excellence  of  its  aloes.    It  lies  in  the  gidph  of  tfana  . 
Bed  Sea,  a  hundred  and  eighty  leagues  frbm  the  ftraits 
of  Babefanandel  formed  by  the  Cape  of  Guardafui  <m  th« 
African  fide^  and  by  the  Cape  of  Fartcuck  on  the  fido 
of  Arabia. 

« 

TaisTAN  d'Acugna  failed  from  Portugal  mA  a  con* 
JGderable  armament  to  attack  this  ifland.  Upon  his1aad« 
ing,  he  was  encountered  by  Ibrahim,  fon  of  the  king  of 
the  people  of  Partack,  who  was  fovereign  of  part  of  Arabia 
and  Socotora.  This  young  prince  Was,  kiUed  in  the  engage^ 
ment ;  the  Portuguefe  befieged  the  only  town  Chat  was  in 
the  ifland,  and  carried  it  by  ftorm,  though  it  was  defended 
to  the  lafi:  extremity  by  a  garrifon  fiiperior  in  number  to 
their  fmall  army.  The  foidiers  that  compofed  this  garriiba 
determined  not  to  furvive  the  fon  of  tHeir  fovereign,  «• 
Tufed  to  capitulate,  and  were  all,  to  the  laft  man,  put  jto 
the  fword,  D'Acugna's  troops,  by  their  intrepidiigr, 
proved  an  over-match  for  their  bravery. 

This  fuccefsful  enterprife  was  not  attended  with  the 
advantages  that  were  expelled  from  it.  It  was  found  that 
theLQand  was  barren^  that  it  had  no.^port,  and  that  the 

flups 
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BOOK  (hips  that  came  from  the  Red  Sea  never  touched  therci 
though  they  could  not  enter  the  gulph  without  taking  an 
obfervation  of  it.  Accordingly,  the  Egyptian  fleet  found 
&  fafb  paifage  into  the  Indian  ocean,  where  it  joined  that 
of  Cambaya.  Thefe  united  armaments  had  the  advan- 
tage pf  the  Portuguefe,  who  were  confiderably  weakenf  ^ 
by  the  great  number  of  veflels  they  had  lately  fitted  out 
to  carry  mcrchandife  to  Europe.  This  triumph^  how- 
ever, did  not  laft  long ;  the  Conquered  party  got  rein- 
forcements, and  regained  tl\eir  fuperiority  which  they 
ever  after  preferved.  The  armaments,  which  continued 
to  come  from  Egypt,  were  always  beaten  and  difperfed 
by  the  fmall  Portuguefe  fquadrons  that  cruized  atthfe 
entrance  of  the  gulph. 

As,  however,  thefe  fkirmilhes  kept  up  &  conilant  alarm* 
and  occafioned  fome  expence,  Albuquerque  thought  it  in^- 
cumbent  on  him  to  put  an  end  to  them  by  the  deflrudlion 
of  Suee.  But  a  thoufand  obflacles  oppofed  the  execution 
of  this  project. 

Thb  Red  Sea,  which  takes  its  name,  from  the  corals^ 
chadrepores,  and  marine  plants,  which  line  its  bottom* 
almoft  throughout,  or  perhaps,  Only  from  the  fand  which 
difcolours  its  waters,  if  furrounded  on  one  fide  by  Arabia* 
and  on  the  other  by  Upper  Ethiopia  and  Egypt*  It  mea* 
fures  fix  hundred  and  eighty  leagues  from  the  ifland  of 
Socotora  to  the  famous  Ifthmus,  which  unites  Africa  to 
Afia.  As  its  length  is  very  confiderable*  and  its  breadth 
fmall,  and  no  riyer  falls  into  it  of  fufficient  force  to  coun- 
teraft  the  influence  of  the  tide,  it  is  more  affeded  by  the 
motions  of  the  great  ocean,  than  any  of  the  inland  fe48 
nearly  in  the  fame  latitude.  It  is  not  much  expofed  to 
tempefts ;  the  winds  ufually  blow  from  the  notth  and 
fouth,  and  being  periodical  like  the  monfoons  in  India* 
invariably  determine  the  feafon  of  ftilliig  Ittto,  or  out  of 
this  fea.  It  may  be  divided  into  three  parts ;  the  middle 
divifion  is  open  and  navigable  at  all  times,  its  depth  be- 
2  ing 
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|ng  fipopa  twcaty-fivc  to  fixty  ikdu>J)a$.  The  other  two,  B  0  0  K 
which  lie  ne^^rer  the  latui>  though  they  abound  in  rock^, 
are  more,  frequented  by  the  neighbouring  nations,  who 
being  obliged  to  keep  clofe  to'  the  ibore  on  account  of 
the  fmallnefs  of  their  veflels,  never  launch  out  into  the 
principal  channel,  unlefs  they  txp^St  a  fc^uall  of  wind. 
The  difficulty,  not  to  fay  unpol&bility,  of  landing  in  th^ 
harbours  on  this  coaft,  makes  the  navigation  dangerous 
for  veflS^ls  of  large  burthen,  not  to  mention  the  greaf 
number  of  defert  iilands  they  meet  with  in  their  paffa^e^ 
n^hich  are  barren,  and  afford  no  freib  water. 

Almvqv ILK qvE,  notwithflanding  his  abilities,  experlr 
CDce,  and  refolution,  could  not<furmount  fo  many  obfla«> 
dfs.  After  entering  a  confiderable  way  into  the  Re4 
Sei,  be  was  obliged  to  return  with  his  fleet,  which  had 
fiiffered  perpetual  hardfhips,  and  beep  expofed  to  the 
^reateft  dangers.  He  was  prompted  by  a  reftlefs  ^n^ 
crntl  fpirit  pf  efiterprize,  to  employ  methods  for  the  ao 
compUfliment  of  his  defigns,  which  though  of  a  ftijjl 
bolder  caft,  he  thought  could  not  fail  of  fuccefs.  He 
wanted  to  prevail  with  the  emperor  of  Ethiopia,  "^ho  ib* 
licited  the  protection  of  Portugal  to  turn  (be  courfe  qf 
the  Nile  fo  as  to  open  a  pafTage  for  him  into  the  B-ed  Sea* 
Egypt  would  then  have  become  in  a  great  meafure  unip. 
habitable,  or^  at  leaft  unfit  for  commerce*  In  the  mean 
time  he  propofed  to  tranfport  into  Arabia,  by  the  gulph 
of  Perfia,  three  or  four  hundred  horfe  which  he  thought 
would  be  fufficient  to  plunder  Medina  and  Mecca.  He 
imagined  that  by  fo  bold  an  expedition,  he  fhould  flrike 
terror  into  the  Mohammedans,  and  put  a  flop  to  that  pro« 
digious  concourfe  of  pilgrims  which  was  the  main  fup- 
port  of  a  trade  he  wanted  tptally  to  extirpate. 

Other  enterprizes  of  a  lefs  hazardous  nature,  and  at^ 
tended  with  more  irpmediate.  advantage,  led  him  to  pofU 
pone  the  ruin  of  a  power,  whofe  influence  as  a  rivals  was 
the  only  circumflance  necefTary  to  be  guarded  againft 

Vol."  I.  F  at 
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BO  OK  at  the  prefcnt  junfture.  The  conqueft  of  Egypt  by  the 
Turks,  a  few  years  after,  made  it  requifite  to  aft  with  the 
greateft  precaution.  Thofe  men  of  genius,  who  ttrere 
qualified  to  purflie  the  feries  of  events,  which  had  pre- 
ceded  and  followed  the  difcovery  of  the  palTage  by  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  to  form  deep  conjef^ures  con- 
cerning the  revolutions  which  this  new  track  of  naviga- 
tion muft  neceflarily  prevent,  could  not  help  confidering 
this  remarkable  tranfadion  as  the  moft  important  asr^  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  world. 

Europe  began  to  recover  its  ftrength  by  (low  degrees, 
and  to  ihake  off  the  yoke  of  flavery,  which  had  difgraced 
its  inhabitants  from  the  time  of  the  Roman  Conquefls 
down  to  the  inflitution  of  the  feudal  laws.  Innumerable 
tyrants,  who  kept  multitudes  in  a  ilate  of  opprefflon  and 
flavery,  had  been  ruined  by  the  fdlly  of  the  crufades. 
To  defray  the  expences  of  thefe  wild  expeditions,  they 
were  obliged  to  fell  their  lands  and  callles,  and  for  a 
pecuniary  confideration,  to  allow  their  vaffals  fom^  pri< 
vileges,  which  at  length  almoft  re-inftated  them 
order  of  human  beings.  From  that  time,  the  ri 
property  began  to  be  introduced  among  private  perfont, 
and  gave  them  that  kind  of  independence,  without  which 
property  itfelf  is  a  mere  illufion.  Thus  the  firfl  dawn- 
ings  of  liberty  in  Europe  were,  however  unexpededly, 
owing  to  the  crufades ;  and  the  rage  of  conqueft  for 
ohce  contributed  to  the  welfare  of  mankind.   * 

If  Vafco  de  Gama  had  not  made  thefe  difcoveries,  the 
fpirit  of  liberty  would  have  been  again  extinguifhed,  and 
probably  without  hopes  of  a  revival.  The  Turks  had 
lately  expelled  thofe  favage  nations,  who,  pouring  from 
the  extremities  of  the  globe,  had  driven  out  the  Romans, 
to  become  like  them,  the  fcourge  of  human  kind ;  and  our 
barbarous  inftitutloqs  would  hav^  been  followed  by  op- 
preflions  ftill  more  intolerable,  This, muft  inevitably  have 
been  the  cafir»  .if  the  favage  conquerors  of  £gypt»    had 

not 
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Dot  been  repulfed  by  the  Portuguefe  in  their  feveral  ex-  HOOK 
peditions  tb  India.  *  Thefr  poffeffion  of  the  riches  of  Afia,  ^' 
would  have  fecured  their  claim  to  thofe  of  Europe.  As 
the  trade  t>f  the  whole  world  was  in  their  hUnds,  they 
inuft  confequently  have  had  the'grcateft  maritime  force  that 
ever  was  known.  What  oppolition  cbuld  bur  continent 
then  havtf  made  to  the  progrefs  of  a  pedple  whole  religion 
and  policy  equally  animated  them  to  conquefl  ? 

DissBNTioKs  prevailed  In  England  oh  account  of  its 
liberties ;  Frahce  contended  for  the  interefts  of  its  fove- 
reignl;  Germany  for  thoft  6f  its  religion;  and  Italy 
was  employed  in  adjulling  the  mutual  claims  of  a  tyrant 
and '  an  impoftor.  Europe,  over-run  Vith  fanatics  and 
armies,  refembled  a  fick  perfon,  who  falling  into  a  deli- 
rium, iri  the  tranfpott  of  madhefs  opens  his  veins  till 
he  fiiints  with  lofs  of  blood  and  fpirits.  Iii  this  ftate  of 
Weakhefs  and  anarchy,  it  wa^  ill  prepaVed  to  refift  the  in- 
cur&ns  of  the  Turks. 

As  the  calm  which  fucceeds  the  violence  of  civil  wars 
makes  a  nation  formidable  to  lis  neighbours;  fo  the  diffen- 
tk>ns  which  divide  it  as  certainly  expofe  it  to  ravage  and 
oppreiiion.  Th«  depraved  morals  of  the  clergy  would 
tlikewife  have  favoured  the  introdudion  of  a  new  worfhip ; 
and  we  Ihould  have  been  condemned  to  a  ftate  of  flavery 
without  any  hopes  of  releafe.  In  truth,  there  is  not 
one  among  all  the  political  and  religious  fyftems 
that  opprefs  mankind,  allows  fo  little  fcope  to  liberty  as 
that  of  the  Mufiulmans.  Throughout  almoft  all  Eiirope^ 
a  religion  foreign  to  government,  and  introduced  without 
its  patronage ;  rules  of  morality  difperfed  without  order 
cr  precifion  in  obfcure  writings,  capable  of 'an  endlefs  va- 
riety of  interpretations;  authority  engrofled  by  priefts 
and  princes,  who  are  perpetually  contefting  their  right 
to  rule  over  their  fellow-creatures ;  political  and  civil  in- 
fiitutions  daily  fcu-med  in  contradiction  to  the  prevailing 
retigiop  which  condemns  an  inequality  of  raitk  and  am% 
*, •■    -<  F  2  bition; 
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BOOK  bition ;  a  turbulent  and  enterpciaittg  adminiftratioii^ 
which>  in  order  to  tyrannize  .with  a  higher,  hand^  is 
perpetually  fetting  one  part  of  the  ftate  at  variance  with 
the  other.  All  thefe  principles  of  difcord  ipuft.  necef- 
farily  keep  the  minds  of  men  in  conftant.  agitation.  Is 
it  furprizing  that  on  the  view,  of  thii  tumultuous  fcene, 
'  nature  fliould  ftart  from  h^r  entrancenvent^  an^eaniAftly 
zfk,  '*  Whether  man  was  born  free  ?*• 

.But  when  men  once  become  flaves  to  a  religion  which 
con£bcrates  tyranny  by  uniting  the  throne  with  the  .altar; 
which  feems  to  check  the  failles  of  ambition  ))y.encQU» 
raging  voluptuoufnefs,  and  cherilhes  a  fpuit  of  .indolence 
by  forbidding  the  exercife  of  the  underftanding : .  there 
is  no  reafon  to  h^ope  for  any  confiderable  rei^olutions. 
Thus  the  Turks,  who  frequently  ftrangle  their  m^r^ 
have  never  entertained  a  thouj^t  of  changii^  .their  go* 
▼ernment.  This  is  an  idea  beyond  the  reach  of  jninds 
enervated  and  corrupted  like  theirs.  Hence  it  appear$ 
that  the  whole  world  would  have  loft  its  liberty,  had 
not  the  moft  fuperftitious,  and»  perhaps,  the  moft  enilfive4 
nation  in  Chriftendom,  checked  the  progrefs  pf  .the  Mor 
hammedan  fanaticifm,  and.  put  a  ftop  to  the  caroer  of 
vidories,  by  depriving  them  of  th6fe  fouroes  pf  wealth 
which  were  neceflary  to  the  fuccefs  of  their  enterprizQS. 
Albuquerque  went  ftill  further ;  not  content  with  havin|r 
taken  effeftual  meafures  to  prevent  any  vefiel  from  pafling 
#  from  the  Arabian  fea  to  the  Indian  ocean,  he  attempted 

to  get  the  command  of  the  Perfian  gulph. 
The  Portn-      At  the  mouth  of  the  ftrait  of  Mocandon,  which  leads 
tiMiifdm    ^^^^  ^^^  Perfian  gulph,  lies  the  ifiand  of  Gombroon.    la 
BLaAcnof    the  eleventh  century  an  Arabian  conqueror  built  upon 
gBipli.         this  barren  rock  the  city  of  Ormus,  which  afterwards  her 
came  the .  capital  of  an  empire,  comprehending  a  confi- 
derable part  of  Arabia  on  one  fide^  and  of  Perfia  on  th^ 
other,    Ormus  had  two  good,  harbours^  and  ws  Urgp 
and  well  fortified;  its  riches  and  ftre^gth  waxxxnArtif 

owing 


m  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.;  69. 

•  _ 

cwuQg,  to  its  fituation.    It  was  the  center  of  trade  be-  B-ao  R 

tweeo  Peiiia  and  the  Indies,  which  was  very  coofiderable, 

if  we  remismber  that  the  Perfians  at  that  time  caufed  the 

greateft  pfit  of  the  merchandife  of  Afia  to  be  conveyed 

to  Ettiope  fi-eon  the  ports  of  .Syria  and-  Caffa.    At  the 

time  of  the  arrival  of  the  foreign  merchants,  Ormus  af- 

faded  ^a  mOEe^ieQdxd  and  agreeable  fcenethan  any  citjf 

ill  the  eafti    Perfons  fmm  all  panrts  of  the  globe  ex-* 

changed'  their  commodities^  and  tranfaded^  their  bufinefs^ 

with  an' air  of  polttonefs  and  atttntion,  which  are  feldom 

Aen  in  other  places  of  trade. 

These  manners  were  introduced  by  the  merchants  be- 
longing to  the  port,  who  engaged  foreigners  to  imi- 
tate thdr  affability.  Their  addrefs/  the  regularity  of 
Ifaeir  police,  and  the  variety  of  entertainments  which 
their  city  afforded,  joined  to  the  interefts  of  commerce, 
invited  merchants  to  make  it  a  place  of  refort.  The 
pavement  of  the  ftreets  was  covered  with  matts,  and  in 
fome  places  with  carpets ;  and  the  linen  awnings  which 
were  fuQ^nded  from  the  tops  of  the  houies  prevented 
iny  incQUvienience  from  the  heat  of  the  fun.  Indian 
cabinets  ornamented  with  gilded  vafes,  or  china  filled 
with  flowering  ihrubs,  or  aromatic  plants,  adorned  their 
apartnJents.  Camels  laden  with  water  were  ilationed 
in  the  public  fquares ;  Perfian  wines,  perfumes,  and  all 
the  delicacies  of  the  table  were  furnifhed  in  the  greateft 
abundance,  and  they  had  the  mufic  of  the  eaft  in  its 
higheft  perfeAion.  Ormus  was  crouded  with  beautiful 
women  from  kh  parts  of  Afia,  who  were  inftru6led  from 
their  infancy  in  all  the  arts  of  varying  and  heightening 
•the  pleafures  of  voluptuous  love.  In  Ihbrt,  univerfal  opu« 
lence,  an  extenfive  commerce,  a  refined  luxury,  politenefs 
in  the  men,  and  gallantry  in  th^  wome£h  united  all  their 
attradUons  to  make  this  city  the  feat  of  pleafure. 

Alb  v<^ sa Qu E,  on  hia  arrival  in  the  Indies,  began  to  ra* 
vagp  the  coafts,  and  |o  plunder  the  towns  that  belonged 
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BOOK  to  the  jurifdi6tion  of  Ormus ;  though  thefc  inroads;  which'' 
ihewed  more  of  the  robber  than  of  the  conqueror, 
were  naturally  repugnant  to  Albuquefqtie's  charader ;  he 
thought  himfelf  obliged  to  have  re(burce  to  ihefe  har&  ex* 
pedients,  to  induce  a  power  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to^ 
fubdue  by  force,  to  ful^iiiit  yoluntaply  to  the  yoke  he 
wanted  to  impoie.  As  foon  as  he  imagined  the  alarm 
bad  fpread  fufi|ciently  to  favpur  his  defigns,  he  appeared 
before  thq  capit^,  and  fummoned  the  king  to  acknow^ 
l^dge  himfelf  tributary  to  Portugal,  as  he  was  to  Pefiia*; 
This  propofal  was  received  in  the  manner  it  deferved*  At 
fleet  compofed  of  (hips  from  Ormus,  Arabia  and  Perfia, 
came  to  an  engagement  with  Albuqu^que's  fquadroUj^ 
who  with  five  YcBpU  d^ffaroyed  the  whole  annamei|t,  Tho 
king,  diiheartened  by  his  ill  fucc^fs,  confented  that  the 
conquerof  fhquld  ered  a  fort  which  might  command  the 
city  and  bo^h  its  harbour^. 

^LBvquERc^E,  who  kucw  ^he  importance  of  (Sizing 
the  prcfcnt  conjunfture,  carried  on  tjie  worl^  wifh  the 
utmofl  expedition.  He  laboured  as  hard  sis  the  'fneaneft  of 
his  followers  i  but  this  fpirit  of  adUvity  could  not  prevent 
the  enemy  from  taking  notice  of  the  fmallnefs  of  his  num* 
bprs.  Atar,  who  In  confequence  of  the  revolutions  fo 
frequent  in  the  ea/l,  had  been  raifed  from  the  condition 
of  a  flave,  to  that  of  a  prime  minifler,  was  afhamed  of  havr 
ing  facrificed  the  ftate  to  a  handful  of  adventurers. 
As  his  talent  lay  rather  in  the  arts  of  policy  than  of  war, 
.he  determined  to  repair  the  ill  conf^quenccs  of  his  timi- 
dity by  flratagem.  By  the  arts  of  indnuation  and  bri-» 
bery,  he  fucceeded  fo  far  in  ibwing  dliTentions  among  the 
Portuguefe,  and  prejudicing  them  againft  their  leader, 
that  they  were  frequently  ready  to  take  arms  againft  each 
other.  This  animofity,  which  increafed  every  day,  de- 
termined them  to  reimbark  at  the  inilant  they  were  in- 
formed that  a  plot  was  concerted  to  maffacre  them.  Al- 
buaucrquc,  whofc  fpirit  rofe  fuperior  to  oppofition  and 
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dUcoQtenty  refolved  to  ftarve  the  place  and  deprive  it  of  B  o  O  K 
fuccours  hj  cutting  oflT  all  communication.  It  muft  cer- 
^  tainly  hare  fallen  into  his  hands,  had  not  three  of  his  cap- 
tains  ihamefiilly  abandoned  him,  and  gone  off  with  their 
flupSf  To  juftify  their  defertion,  they  were  guilty  of  ftill 
UaeKer  perfidy,  in  acxufing  their  general  of  the  moft  atro- 
cious crimes* 

This  treachery  obliged  Albuquerque  to  defer  the 
execution  of  his  deiign  for  fome  timcj  till  he  had  all 
the  national  troops  at  his  command.  As  foon  as  he 
was  appointed  viceroy,  he  appeared  before  Ormus  with  fo 
ftcong  an  armament,  that  a  debauched'  court,  and  an 
effeminate  people,  finding  it  in  vain  to  maice  any  refifl- 
anCe,  were  obliged  to  fubmit.  The  fovereign  of  Perfia 
had  the  confidence  to  demand  tribute  of  the  conquerorv 
Albuquerque  ordered  ibme  bullets,  grenades,  and  fabres 
to  be  produced  to  the  envoy,  telling  him,  that  this  was 
the  kind  of  tribute  paid  by  the  king  of  Portugal. 

Aft  BR  this  expedition,  the  power  of  the  Portuguefe 
wasfo  firmly  eft^bliihed  in  the  Arabian  and  Pei-fian  gtiFphs, 
and  on  the  Malabar  coaft,  that  they  began  to  think  of  ex- 
tending their  conquefts  into  the  eaftern  parts  of  A(ia. 

Albv(^er^b's  firft  attempt  was  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  The  Portn- 
which  is  eighty  leagues  long,  and  thirty  at  its  greateft  ^J^'j^|^. 
breadth.     It  was  anciently  known  by  the  name  of  Tapro-  «  Ceyloii. 
bane.    We  have  no  accounts  tranfmitted  to  us  of  the  re- 
volutions it  has  undergone.  All  that  hiftory  relates  worthy  - 
of  remark  is,  that  the  laws  were  formerly  held  info  high 
efteem,  that  the  monarch  was  under  the  fame  obligation 
of  obferving  them  as  the  meancft  of  his  fubjfcfts.    If  he 
violated  them,  he  was  condemned  to  death ;   with  this 
mark  of  diftindtion  however,  that  he  did  not  fuffer  in  an 
ignominious  manner.     He  was  denied  all  intercourfe;  all 
the  comforts  and  fupports  of  life  :  and,  in  this  kind  of  ex 
communication,  miferably  ended  his  days* 

F  4  Whkh 
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B  a  O  K  Whrn  the  Portu^fe  Unded  m  Cctloil  tfae^  fattsd  it 
well  peopled^  and  inhabited  by  two  aations  who  differed 
from  each  other  in  their  manners,  their  gQftmmedti  and 
their  religion.  The  Bedas»  who  wete  fettled  in  Oe 
northern  parts  of  the  ifland,  where,  the  country  was  left 
fertile,  were  diftinguifiied  into  tribes^  Which  confidered 
thetofelves  as  fo  many  families  headed  by  a  chief,  wfaoft 
power  war  not  abfolute.  They  go  almoft  naked^  and, 
upon  the  whole^^  their  manners  and  government  are  tht 
fame  with  that  of  the  Highlanders  in  Scotland.  Thefe 
tribes,  who  unite  for  the  common  defence,  hare  aiwayi 
bravely  Sought  for  their  liberty,  and  have  never  invaded 
thofe  of  their  neighbours.  Their  religion  is  little  known> 
^nd  it  is  uncertain  whether  they  have  any  worfhip.  Tbey 
have  little  intercourfe  With  ftrangers,  keep  a  watckfal  eye 
over  thofe  who  travel  through  the  diftrid  they  inhabit  ( 
they  tnoat  them  well,  ^d  fend  them  away  as  foon  as  poT- 
fible.  This  caution  is  owing  in  part  to  the  jealoufy  i3xt 
Bedas  entertain  of  their  wives,  which  contributes  to 
eftrange  them  from  ail  the  w<Mrld.  They  feem  to  be  tfav 
£rft  inhabitants  of  the  ifland. 

Thb  fouthern  part  is  poffefled  by  a  morei  nunlerouis  and 
powerful  people,  ealled  Cinglafles.  This  nation  is  polite 
incompariibn  of  the  other.  They  weir  clothes,  andliv« 
under  an  arbitrary  government.  They  have  a  diftindioa 
of  cafts,  as  well  as  the  Indians ;  but  their  religion  is  diffe* 
rent.  They  acknowledge  one  fupreme  being,  and  in  fub^ 
ordination  to  him,  divinities  of  the  fecond  and  third  order : 
all  which  have  their  priefts.  Among  the  deities  of  the  fe- 
cond order,  particular  honours  are  paid  to  Buddou,  yrho 
defcended  upon  earth  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  office  of 
jnedtator  between  God-  and  mankind.  The  priefts  of  Bud^ 
dou  are  ^erfons  of  great  confeqnence  in  Ceylon.  Tbey 
are  never  punilhable  by  the  priR€e»  even  for  an  attempt 
againft  his  life.  The  Cinglaflbs  underfland  the  art  of 
war,  Th«y  know  how  to  take  advantage  of  the  natural  fe^* 
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car ity  tbdr  mountains  Afford  them  agaiaft  the  stttacks  of  ^  ^J^  X 

the  Bniopeans^  whoa  tfaqr  hAwt  often  conquertd.    Like 

all  pedple  in  arbttrary  ftnte»,  they  are  deceitful  felfiAii  aifd 

full  of  conxplhnent.   They  have  two  languages :  oile  peeu» 

liar  to  the  people,  the  other  to  the  learned.    Where« 

ever  this  cnftoms  prevails^  it  fumifhes  priefts  and  {ninces 

with  a  farther  opportunity  of  impofiag  upon  mankind. 

Both  thefe  nations  ei^oyed  the  benefits  of  the:  fratoi^ 
die  corn,  and  the  pailuro  which  abounded  in.  the  ifland* 
They  had  elephants  without  number;  precious  ftones^ 
end  the  only  kind  of  cinnamon  that  was  ever  efieemed» 
On  the  northern  coaft,  and  on  the  fiihing  coaft  which 
borders  upon  it,  was  carried  oh  the  greateft  pearl  filherjr 
in  the  eaftfr  The  harbours  of  Ceylon  were  th^  beft  iii 
India^  and  its  fituation  was  fuperior  to  all  it&  other  nt 
vantage^. 

It  (hottld  feem  to  have  been  thQ  intereft  of  die  Partus 
guefe  to  have  placed  all  their  ftrengtik  in  this  iihiid.  ft 
lied  ill  the  center  of  the  eaft :  and  is  the  paflage  that  leade 
to  the  -richeft  countries.  All  the  (hips  that  come  from 
Europe,  Arabia  and  t'erfia,  cannot  airoid  paying  a  kind  of 
homage  to  Ceylon ;  and  the  monfoons,  which  alternately 
blow  from  different  points,  make  it  eafy  for  veflels  to 
come  in  and  go  out  at  all  feafons  of  the  year.  It  might 
have  been  well  peopled  and  jfortified  with  little  expenct 
of  blood  and  treafure.  The  numerous  fquadrons  that 
might  have  been  fent  out  fix>m  every  port  in  the  illand 
would  have  kept  all  Afia  in  awe :  and  the  ihips  that  ndighl: 
crui2e  in  thofe  latitudes,  would  have  intercepted  the  trade 
of  other  'nations. 

Thb  viceroy  overlooked  thefe  advantages.  He  alio  ne« 
gle6ted  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  though  richer  than  that 
of  Malabar,  The  merchandife  of  the  latter  was  of  an  infe* 
rior  quality :  it  produced  plenty  of  provifions,  a  fmaU 
quantity  of  bad  cinnamon,  fome  pepper  and  cardamom, 
a  kind  of  ipice  much  ufed  by  the  eaftem  people.    The 

coaft 
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c  oaft  of  Coromandel  fiirnifhed  the  fineft  cottons  in  the 
worid.  '  Its  inhai)itants,  who  for  the  moff  part  were  na- 
tires  of  the  country,  and  had  lefs  intercourfe  with  the 
Arabians  and  other  nations^  were 'the  moft  humane  and 
induftrious  of  all  the  people  in  Indodan.  To  this  we  may . 
add,  that  the  paiiage  along  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  to- 
wards the  north,  leads  to  the  mines  of  Golconda :  beiides 
Azt,  this'  coaft  is  admirably  fituated  for  the  trade  of 
Bengal  and  other  countries. 

.   Notwithstanding  this,  Albuqutrq^ae  made  no  fettle- 
j&ent  there.    The  fettlements  of  St.  Thomas  and  Negapa- 
tah,  were  not  formed  till  afterwards.     He  knew  that  this 
coaft  was  deftitute  of  harbours,  and  inaccei&ble  at  certain 
periods  of  the  year,  when  it  would  be  impoflible  for  the 
£iccts  to  proteft  the  colonies.  In  ihort,  he  thought  that  when . 
the  Portuguefe  had  made  themfelves  mafters  of  Ceylon» . 
4  conqueft  begun  by  bis  predeceflbr  d'Almeyda,  apd  af- 
terwards completed,  they  might  command  the  trade  of. 
Coromandel,  if  they  gotpoflefSonof  Malacca.    He  th^re* 
fo^e  determined  to  make  the  attempt. 
TbePfifta*       The  Country^  of  which  Ma}acc^  is  the  capital  city,  is 
'^'m*'    *  »<irrow  traft   of  land,   about   ^  hundred  leagues  iij 
length.    It  joins  tp  the  continent  towards  the  northern 
coaft^  where  it  borders  on   the  j^te  of  Siam,  or,  more 
properly,  the  kingdom  of  Jphor,  which  has  been  feparated 
from  it.    The  reft  is  furrounded  by  the  fea,  and  divided, 
from  the  ifland  of  Sumatra  bjr  4  phanpcl  which  is  called 
the*  Straits  of  Malaccar 

Nature  had  amply  provided  for  the  happinefsir^f  the 
Malays,  by  placing  them  in  a  mild,  healthy  climat/  ^^j^re 
refrelhing  gales  and  cooling  ftreams  allay  the  fJfVour  of 
the  torrid  zone ;  where  the  foil  pours  forth  an  abun- 
dance of  delicious  fruits  to  fatisfy  the  wants  of  a  favage 
life ;  and  is  capable  of  anfwering,  by  cultivation,  all  the 
neceflary  demands  of  fociety;  where  the  trees  wear  a^ 
eternal  verdure,  and  the  flowers  bloom  in  a  perpetual  fuc** 

ceilion ; 
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eei&on ;  where  the  molt  delicate  and  fragrant  odours,  B  O  O  1^ 
breathing  from  aromatic  plants,   perfume  the  air,  and 
infufe  a  fpirit  of  voluptuous  delight  into  all  living  beings. 

But  while  nature  has  done  every  thing  in  favour  of  thQ 
Malays,  foclety  hastlone  them  every  poflible  injury.  Such 
has  been  the  inHuencp  of  a,  tyrannical  government,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  happieft  country  in  the  univerfe, . 
have  become  remarkable  for  the  ferocity  o£  their  manners. 
The  feudal  fyftem,  which  was  firft  planned  among  the 
rocks  and  woods  of  the  north,  has  extended  itfelf  evpn  to 
the  forefts  and  mild  regions  of  the  equator,  where  every 
thing  confpires  to  promote  the  enjoyment  of  a  long  life  of 
tranquility,  which  can  only  be  ihortened  by  a  too  fre- 
quent and  exceffive  indulgence  in  pleafures.  This  enflaved 
nation  is  under  the  ^dominion  of  an  arbitrary  prince,  or 
rather  of  twenty  tyrants,  his  reprefentatives.  Thus  the 
defpotxfm  of  a  fultan  has  found  m6ans  to  extend  its  op« 
preffive  influence  to  multitudes,  by  lodging  its  authority 
in  the  hands  of  numerous  overgrown  vaflals. 

This  turt)ulent  and  opprellive  fcene  gave  rife  to  aa 
univerfal  favagenefs  of  manners.  In  vain  did  heaven  and 
earth  fhower  their  bleflings  upon  Malacca ;  thefe  bleiiingr 
only  ferved  to  make  its  inhabitants  ungrateful  and  lin* 
happy.  The  maflers  let  out  their  fervices,  or  rather  ^hofis 
of  their  dependents  for  hire,  to  the  beft  bidder,  regard- 
lefs  of  the  lofs  that  agriculture  would  fuftain  forwant  of 
hands.  They  preferred  a  wandering  and  adventurous  liJe^ 
either  by  fea  or  land  to  Induftry.  This  people  had  con- 
quered a  large  Archipelago,  well  known  in  the  eaft  by 
'the  name  of  Malayan  Iflands.  The  numerous  colonies 
that  were  tranfplanted  thither,  carried  with  them  their 
laws,  their  manners,  their  cuftoms,  and  what  is  fomewhat 
remarkable,  the  foftefl  language  in  all  Alia. 

The  fituation  of  Malacca  had,  however,  made  it  the 
moft  confiderable  market  in  India ;  its  harbour  was  con- 
ftantly  crouded  with  veflcls  cither  from  Japan,  China. 

the 
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B  Q  O  K  the  Fhilippine  sind  Molucca  •  xflands,  and  the  adjaceot 
fiajts  of  tbeeafteiBCoafl;  of  from  Bengal^  Coromaadel, 
Malabar,  Perfia^  Arabia,  and  Africa.  Thefe  merchants 
caxried  or  a  fafe  trade  among.  themiel?es,,  or  with  the 
iohabitaots;  the  M^ays,  who  had  been  addided  to 
plundor,  preferring  a  certain  advantage  to  the  precarious 
and  uncertain  fuccefs  of  piratical  expeditions. 

Tux  Pprtoguefe  wanted  to  have  aibore in  the.generat 
commerce  of  Aiia.  At  firft  they  appeared  at  Malacca  in 
the  charader  of  merchants ;  but  their  ufurpations  in  India 
rendered  their  defigns  (b  much  fufpeded,  and  the  animo* 
£ty  of  the  Arabians  had  drculated  reports  fo  much  to 
the  difadvantage  of  thef^  conquerors,  that  meafures  were 
taken  to  deftroy  them.  They  fe^l  into  the  fnares  that 
were  laid  for  .them ;  feveral  of  them  were  mall'acred,  and 
others  thrown  into  pri£bn»  Thofe  who  efcaped  got  back 
to  their  ihips,  which  retreated  to  the  Malabar  coaft. 

TwovGH  Albuquerque  did  not  intend  to  wait  for  a.  nip* 
ture  to  afford  him  a  pretence  of  feizing  Malacca,  he  was 
not  difpieafed  at  this  incident,  as  it  gave  hi^  enterprize 
ap  appearance  of  juitice  that  might  leffen  the  odium  which 
Atcb  a  ftep  muA  naturally  have  drawn  upon  the  Portu- 
goefe  Bame.  As  an  impreffien/o  favourable  to  his  views 
Ai|^t  be  weakened  by  dehy,  ht  did  not  hefitate  a  mo<s 
m^Bt  to.  take  his  revenge.  The  enemy  expe&ed  a  fud 
den  blow ;  and  accordingly,  when  he  appeared  befcNre  the 
g^ce,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  15  ii,  he  foi|||^  every 
thing  ID  readineis  to  receive  him. 

BvT  formidable  as  thefe  preparations  appeared,^  there 
was  a  ftill  greater  obftacle,  which  for  fome  days  damped 
the  valour  of  the  chriflian  general ;  his  friend,  Araftjo, 
had  been  taken  prifoner  in  the  &p&  expedition,  and  the 
enemy  threatened  to  put  him  to  death  the  moment  the 
liege -ihould  begin.  Albuquerque,  who  did  not  want  fen- 
fibility,  paufed  at  the  profped  t>f  his  friend'^s  danger,  when 
he  received  the  following  billet.  TbM  p/mdung  but  ibtgkry 

and 
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your  vi^imy^Mt^k^  Ut  mf  ,*9tM.Mif.mf^ms^fmfff^tmg 
it,  Tl^  plap6  was.  fUt;u:lge4  ?JC^d.  i^^^^.^fr  jnr^cai 
doubtful^  k^5?p4y'  ^^^  obftii|ate  cjfi^^genieots.  Th^y  ,£(Mmd 
in  it  imineAle  tr^ftCiire,  Y^.^iK^s^zmos,  a^d  whatever 
could  oQntnbutq  to  tb^  ^Iqg^gies  aj;i,d,ple^lujr<e3^of  dlife, 
and  a  fort  wa&£z;pded.tbere  tjo  jfeifur^  tbexoi>gipi^  . 

A^  the  Poi^gueie  contof tqd^themfelves  widb  the  poflef. 
Hon  of  .the  <4tyy  the  inhabit^ts,  'who;  profeA;^  a  ku»4  (^ 
corrupt  lilpbap^nf danifxn^  aa^,?!^'^  unwilling  tp  ifibp^t  t^ 
their  ne.w  isf^rs^  either  reared  ^n^othf  4<^i^  f^^^ 
or  dii^f^d  4]^iqmfi^y^s  .^i|g  the  (coaft.  I{avias;io(l  fftit 
fpirit  of  commerce,  they  relapfed  into  aU  th/^  ^^ff^cfij^.^ 

* 

their  violent*  chaxader.  T^fe)pe^e.never^|7i^fita 
poniard»fr}^c]|4i^  calU/^.  .  The  in^iuioa  of  li^  nHrr 
derous  wei^ponj  fteoas  to  rhave.,eKh^ssufted  all^tlife  ippffCKl 
of  their  ianguinVry^WWs.  jJilqAingis  mow  to^bei4ffQ«A94 
than  fuch  men  armed/witb :<(h^)|:^  i^i^ftrun^e^.  .W||ia9 
they  get  ^oni.board  a  ^ttkl,  ^ey.f^^b  all't|^e  ^emmfi^a 
they  leaft  iiifped  any  haripr.  $tnce  thdir  treachery  4aa 
been  known,, all  Uie  l^ur^p^^s^^^at^^  caiip  n^syeir  to  e^plo/ 
a  Malayan  iiiik>r ;  but  th<^^  l^^rfa^ansj.  wbo.iAwsiys  made 
it  a  rule  to  attack  the  wester- ^a^ty,  have,  i^ow '<4bAnged 
this  ancient  cuftom,  and,  animated  by  an  unaccountably 
refblutlon^  to  kill  or  be  kiUed«,i;o{pe  ii>  boat$  ^^ith  thirty 
'men  to  boaid  oyr  veiTels,  and.  ([qn^tiipies  f!^cc9e4'in€ar- 
rying  them  off :  if  they  acej  repuljfed;,  they  -haverthe  fatif- 
fadlion  at  leaft  of  having  imbrued  their, hands  in  blood* 

A  saoPLa  who  derives  from  nature  fuch  an  inflexible 
bravery^  may  be  exterminated,  but  not  fubdued  by  force. 
They  are  only  to  be  civilized  by  humane  treatment^  the 
allurements  of  riches  or  liberty,  the  influence  of  wtue 
and  moderation,  and  a  mild  governmei^t.  They  muft  be 
refiored  to  their  rights,  or  left  to  tliem&lves,  before  we 
can  hope  to  eftabliih.any  infevcourfe  with  them*  To  at- 
lempt  to  reduce  them  by  con^uefti  is,  perham^^the  laA  me- 
thod 
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B  O  O  iC  thod  that  Aould  be  tried :  us  it  will  only  increafe  theif 
abhorrence  of  a  foreign  yoke,  and  difcourage  them  from 
entering  into  any  fociial  engagements*  Nature  has  placed 
certain  people  in  the  ixtidft  of  the  ocean,  like  lions  in 
the  defcrts-,  that  they  may  enjoy  their  liberty.  Tcmpcfts; 
fSuids,  forefts,  mountains  and  caverns,  are  the  places  of 
refuge  and  defence  to  all  independent  beings.  Civilized 
na^ons  ihoiild  take  care  how  they  invade  the  rights,  or 
rouze  the  ijpirits  of  iilanders  and  farages :  as  they  may  be 
aflured  that  they  will  become  cruel  and  barbarous  to  no 
purpofe;  that  their  ravages  will  make  them  detefted;  and 
that  -difgrace  and  revenge  are  the  only  laureh  they  can 
expe£^  to  obtain. 

Arrsa  the  redu6Hon  of  Malacca,  the  kings  of  Siam, 

Pegu,  and  feveral  others,  alarmed  at  a  conqueft  fo  fatal 

to  theu'  Independence,  dnt  ambaifadors  to  congratulate 

Albuquerque,  to  make  him  an  offer  of  their  trade,  and 

to  dedre  an  alliance  with  Portugal. 

Settlement        ApFAiKs  being  in  this  fhuation,  a  fquadron  was  dc- 

tfgicfe  u'"  tichcd  from  the  fleet  to  the  Malaccas.    Thefc  iflands, 

the  Malacca  which  lie  id  the  Indian  ocean  near  the  equinoxial,  are 

ten  in  number,  including  as  u&al,  thofe  of  Banda.'  The 

largeft  is  not  more  than  twelve  leagues  in  circumference, 

and  the  others  are  much  fmaller^ 

.  It  is  not  known  who  were  the  firfl  inhabitants ;  but  it 
is  pretty  certain  that  the  Javans  and  the  Malays  have 
fucceffively  been  in  pofTeiHon  of  them.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  fixteenth  century,  they  were  inhabited  by  a  kind  of 
favages,  whofe  chiefs,  though  honoured  with  the  fStle  of 
kings,  pofFefTed  only  a  limited  authority,  totally  depeH* 
dent  on  the  caprice  of  their  fufajefts.  They  had  of  late 
years,  joined  the  fuperflitions  of  Mohammedanxfin  to  thofe 
of  Paganifm,  which  they  had  profeiTed  for  a  conftderable 
time.  Their  indolence  was  exceffive.  Their  only  em- 
ployment was  hunting  and  fiihing;  and  they  were  ffaran* 
gers  to  all  kind  of  agriculture.    They  were  encouraged  xa 

their 
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their  inaAmty  by  the  adraiitages  they  derived  from  the  B  O  O  K 
cocoa-fretf.  "    ' 

Thb  cocoa  is  a  tree  whofe  roots  are  fo  flender  and 
penetrate  fo  little  a  way  into  the  groon'd,  that  it  is  frc- 
.quently  blown  down  by  the  wind.  Its  trunk,  which  rife$ 
to  th^  height  of  thirty  or  forty  feet,  is  Ibaight,  of  a 
middling  thicknefs,  and  every  where  of  the  fame  diameter. 
It  is  of  fo  fpungy  a  nature,  that  it  is  unfit  for  fhxp- 
timber,  or  for  any  building  that  requires  foftdlty.  The 
tuft  is  compofed  of  ten  or  twelve  leaves,  which  are  large, 
long,  and  thick,  and  are  made  ufe  of  in  covering  the 
roofs  of  houfes.  From  this  tuft,  which  is  renewed  thrice 
every  year,  at  the  fame  time  arife  very  large  buds,  from 
each  of  which  hang  ten  or  twelve  cocoas;  which,  in« 
eluding  their  ihells,  are  more  than  half  a  foot  in  diameter. 
The  outer  coat  of  the  nut  confifts  of  fihments;  which 
are  ufed  for  coaffe  fluffs,  and  ihip  cables.  Of  the  next 
coat,  which  is  very  hard,  are  made  imall  cups,  and  other 
domeftie  uteixiils.  The  indde  of  this  fhell  is  filled  with 
a  white  firm  pulp,  from  which  is  expreffed  an  oil  much 
ufed  in  the  Indies.  It  iavfweet,  as  long  as  it  con* 
tinues  frvfli,  but  tc  contra£b  a  bitter  tafle  when  it  is  kept 
long,  and  is  then  only  proper  for  burning.  The  fedi* 
ment  that  remains  in  the  prefs,  Affords  nourifhment  for 
cattle,  poultry,  and  even  the  lower  k.ind  of  people  in 
times  offcarcity.  The  pulp  of  the 'cocoa  contahis  a  liquid 
which  is  extremely  refrefhing,  and  quenches  the  thirft  of 
labouring  people  both  at  fea  and  land.  This  liquor  is 
very  wholefome,  but  has  a  fweet  infipid  tafle. 

When  thofe  buds  are  cut  at  the  extremity,  vefTels  are 
placed  to  receive  the  white  liquor  that  diftils  from  them  : 
which  if  drawn  ofFbefore  fun-rife,  and  drunk  while  it  is 
freih,  has  the  flavour  of  fweet  wine.  It  afterwards  turns 
four,  and  makes  good  vinegar.  When  diflilled  in  its  high- 
efl  perfeAion,  it  produces  a  flrong  brandy :  and  boiled 
with  quick-lime,  yields  a  middling  kind  of  fugar;     The 

trees 
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1  0  ^  K  trees  froin> which  thia  liquor  ba$  been  extrafte4«  b^ar  M 
fruit ;  the  juices  being  exhaufted^  which  fexre  to  produce 

and  oouriih  tbe  kjemeL 

Sbsidjks  this  txcfi,  which  is  conunon  in  all  ports  of  India, 
jkhe  Malaccas  produce  a  fiaguiar  plant,  which  they  call 
fago*  This  tree  affords  a  nutriment  from  its  trunk  and 
vital  fuhftimca;  Us  fruit  being  a  fuperfluous  and  uielefs 
part*  It  grovs  vUd  in  the  forefts,  and  multiplies  itfdf 
by  feeds  9^^  Archers.  It  rifes  to  die  height  of  thirty  feet, 
and  is  about  Cx  in  circumference.  The  bark  is  an  inch 
thick.  The  inner  rind  is  cooipofed  of  an  aiTexnblage  of 
long  fthres  which  are  interlaced  with  each  other.  This 
lloid>le  cftfit  contains  a  kind  of  Tap  or  gum,  which  falls 
into  meal.  This  tree,  which  feems  to  grow  purely  for  thp , 
ufe  of  jaan^  points  out  the  meal  by  a  fine  white  powdef 
which  coicers  its  leaves,  and  is  a  certain  fign  of  the  ma- 
turity of  th^  fago.  It  is  then  cut  down  to  ihe  root;^  and 
jGuurn  into  fcantliogSy  which  are  divided  into  four  quarters, 
foT/the  better  eztrading  of  the  fapor  meal  it  contains.* 
After  this  fubftai^ce  ha^  been  diluted  in  water,  it  is  ftnune^ 
jthrough  .a  kind  of  Ceve,  which  retains  die  grofler  par- 
ticles {  the  Deft  is  thrown*  into  earthen  moulds,  where  it 
jdn^s  apd  hs^rdens  for  fom^  years.  The  Indians  eat  the 
fago  diluted  iKith  wat^,  and  fomedmes  baked  pr  boiled. 
Through  a. principle  of  humanity,  they  referve  the  fineft 
part  of  this  meal  for  the  aged  and  infirm.  A  jelly  is 
fometimes  made  of  it,  which  is  white  and  of  a  delidous 
flavour. 

TfiMPBRATB,  independent,  and  averft  from  lahonr,  theie 
people  had  lived  for  ages  upon  the  meal  of  the  fago,  and 
the  milk  of  the  cocoa^  when  the  Chinefe  lan<£ng  by  ac*- 
cident  at  the  Malaccas,  difcover«d  the  clove  and  the  nutf- 
^egy  with  which  valuable  fpites  the  ancients  were  entirelf 
unacquainted.  They  were  foon  admired  all  over  the 
Indies,  from  whence  they  were  tranfported  to  Perfia  and 
Europe.    The  Arabians  who  at  that  tipie  engroflcd  almodk 
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Ul  the  tra4e  of  the  univerfe,  did  not  overlook  fo  lucra-  BOOK 
tive  a  part  of  it.  They  repaited  in  crowds  to  theft  cele* 
brated  iflahds,  whole  produdibns  they  had  Already  tno« 
liopoU2ed>  had  not  the  Portugueft,  Who  pUrfded  theiti 
^ery  where,  deprived  them  of  this  branch  of  trad^.  Not- 
lidthftanding  the  fchemes  thtit  Were  laid  to  ibpp.lant  thefe 
conquerors,  they  obtained  permiffion  to  btiild  a  fort. . 
From  this  time  the  cofirt  of  Lilbon  ranked  the  Malaccas 
among  the  number  of  their  provincls^  and  it  was  itot  long 
tefore  they  became  fuch  in  reality; 

WrfiLE  Albuquerque*s  lieutenants  enriched  their  coun^ 
iry  with  the  new  productions  of  the  eaft,  riieir  general  com- 
pleted the  conqteft  of  Malabar,  whkh  would  have  takeh 
advantage  of  his  abfence  to  recover  Its  lib^rt^.  After  hts 
iate  fuccefs,  he  employed  the  leifure  he  enjoj^d  Tn  the 
midft  of  his  conquefts.  In  fuppi-efflng  the  licentlbufnefs  of 
the  FdrtUguefe ;  eftabliihing  order  in  all  the  colonies,  and 
i-eguhting  the  dlfcipline  of  the  ahiiy:  In  the  cotirfe  6f 
which  he  difplaydd  ah  adivity,  Agacity,  WifHomi  juftic^, 
humanity,  and  difintereilednefs,  Vhich  did  hbnoUr  to  his 
.character,  tils  good  qualities  made  fo  de^p  an  tm{)reflioh 
on  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  that,  for  a  long  time  aft^r 
his  deathj  they  continued  to  repair  to  his  tomb  to  demand 
juilice  for  the  outrages  committed  by  his  fucceiTors.  He 
died  at  Goa  in  the  year  15 15,  without  riches,  and  out  of 
favour  with  Emanuel,  who  had  been  prevailed  upon  tci 
entertain  fufpicions  of  his  cbndu^« 

.   If  our  aftonifliment  is  raifed  at  the  number  or  Albuquer*  thecaufei 
que's  vidories,   and  the  rapidity  of  his  conquefts,    how  ^'riiin  f  f- 
defervedly  do  thofe  brave  men  claim  our  admiration,  t^hom  rlt  of  the 
^e  had  the  honour  to  command  in  thefe  expeditions  ?  Did 
any  natioh,  with  fo  (lender  a  force,  ever  perform  fuch  great 
adions?  The  Portugtlefe,  with  Icfs  than  forty  thoufand 
troops,  ilruck  terror  into  the  empire  of  Morocco,  the  bar- 
baroiis  iiation^  of  Africa,  the  Mammelucs,  the  Arabians, 
and  all  the  eailerh  cduniues  from  the  iiland  of  Ormus  to 
Vol.  J-  G  China* 
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.8  p  9  i:  Chizuu  Vflth  a  force  i^  the  proportion  pf  o^e  to  ^  hjun- 
dred,  th?y  e.ngajj;ed  troqps,  which,  when  attacked  by  ^n 
^nfn?jf  of  ^ual  ftr^pi^th^  \1r9uld  frequently  defend  their 
Uya?  arid  poffeflioais  to  the  laft  extremity.  What  kind  of 
i^en  then  muft  the  Fort^^u^f^  have  ^een,  i^id  what  extr^« 
ordinary  caufes  np^uft  have  confpired  to  produce  a  nation* 
of  hejroes ! 

They  had  been  ^t  war  lit^  the  ^oors.  near  a  cejituryt 
whei^  Henry  of  J8urg\uidy,  with  fevcral  French  knights 
landed  in  Portugal  with  a  dpfign  to  fcrve  in,  Caftile  u^- 
der  the  famous  Cidr  whofe  reputation  had  drawn  them 
thither.    The  Pprtuguefe  inrit^d  them  to  lepd  thek  ^flift- 
anceagainft  the  infideia;.  ^e  knights  compUed,  and  the 
greaijcfl^  part  of  thcqi  fettled  in  Portugal.    Chivalry,  which 
has  ooAtributed  as  much  as  any  other  inftitution  to  exalt 
human  nature ;  fubfiituting  the.  love  of  gloiy  (o^  the  love 
of  our  country ;  that  reined  fpirit  di^awa  fron;i  the  dregs  ^f 
t;he  bajcl^arotts  ages*  aqd  cakula.t^d  to  r<^pair  or  leflen  the 
errors  and  inconveniences  of  the  feudal  government  frorn 
whence  it  took  its  rife ;  at  that  time  revived  on  t,he  banl^s 
of  the  Tagus,  in  all  the  fplen.dor  it  had  a^  its  firft  ap« 
pearance  in  France  and  England.    The  princes  endea- 
voured  to  keep  it  alive,  and  to  extend  its  influence  by 
eflabliihing  feveral  orders  formed  upon  the  plan  of  the 
anciei^t  ones,  and  calculated  to  infufe  the  fame  fpirit, 
which  was  a  mixture  of  heroifm^  gallantry,  and  devotiop. 
The  fovereigns  raired  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  ftill  higher 
by  treating  the  nobility  in  fome  meafure  upon  a  footing  of 
equality,  and  by  fetting  bounds  to  their  own  authority. 
They  frequently  afTembled  their  ftates  general^  without 
which,  properly  fpeaking^  there  can  be  nO  nation.     By 
thefe  ftates  Alphonfo  was  invefted  with  the  regal  autho- 
rity after  the  taking  of  Lifbon ;  and  in  conjundion  with 
them,  his  fucceflors,  for  a  long  time,  exercifed  the  power 
of  making  laws.    Many  of  thefe  laws  were  calculated  to 
ihfpire  the  love  of  great  adions.    The  order  of  nobility 

was 
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was   tonfefrcd  upon  thofe  who  had  diflinguiihed  thettt-  ^  ^  ^  1^' 
felres  by  fignal  fervices ;    by  kHlihg  or  taking  prifoner  "^ 

the  enemy's  general^  or  his  fquire ;  or  by  rcfudng  to  pur- 
chftfe  their  liberty,  when  in  the  hands  of  the  Moors,  by^ 
renouncing  their  religion.  On  the  other  hand,  whoever' 
infvUed  a,  woAan,  gave  falfe  evidence,  broke  his  protnifey 
or  **,  difguifed  the  truth  to  his  fovoTBign>"  was  deprived 
of  his  rank. 

Thi  wars  waged  by  the  Portiigtiefe  in  defence  of  their 
rights  a^d  liberties^  were  at  the  fame  time  religious  wars. 
They  partook  of  thai  fierce,  yet  enterprizing  fanadcifm, 
which  the  popes  had  encouraged  at  the  time  of  the  cru-^ 
iades.  The  Portuguefe,  therefore,  were  knights  armed 
In  defence  of  their  properties,  their  wives,  their  ohildrett 
and  their  kings,  who  were  knights  as  well  as  tfaemielvesi 
Befides  thefe,  they  were  the  heroes  of  the  cm&de,  who,  ' 
in  defending  chriflianity  were  fighting  for  theit  cwtnttyi 
Tathis  may  be  added,  that  the  nation  was  fmalli  and*  its 
power  extren^ly  limited ;  it  being  ahiefly^  ift  little  ftatei 
that  we  find  that  enthufiaflic  fondnefs  for  their  country^ 
which  is  utterly  unknown  in  larger  communities,  that  eiw 
joy  a  greater  fecurity, 

Thi  principles  of  adlivity,  vigour,  and  a  noble  eleva« 
tion  of  mind,  which  united  in  the  chara^r  of  this  Da« 
tloa,  were  not  loft  after  the  expulfion  of  the  Moors# 
They  purfued  thefe  enemies  of  tiiieir  reHgion  and  gevefd* 
ment  into  Africa.  They  were  engaged  in  fevei^  waH 
with  tlie  kings  of  Cailile  9nd  Leon)  and  during  the 
interval  that  preceded  their  eirpeditions  to  India,  thd  no- 
bility lived  zM  a'diiianeo  froili'  cities-  and  the  coort,  and 
prefenred  in^  their  cafties  the  virtues  of  their  i|iliceftors» 
together  with  their  portraits. 

Wnsa  the  plan  of  extending  thteir  conqpiefts  ih  Alrica 
and  Afia  became  the'  ob}e£l  of  atteniVlOil  aifidng  the  Pot'- 
ttigue& ;  a.  nem  paHion  co-operattfd^  wtith  the  prine»pfle4 
j«ft  mentioned,  ta  give  kdditiotial'  e'f^gy  t&  the  Bortth- 

G  z  guefe 
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BOOK  guefe  fpirit.    This  paffion,  which  however  it  might  aUU 
mate  all  the '  reft  for  the  prefent,  would  foon  deftroy  the 
generofity  of  their  temper,  was  avarice.    The  veflels  were 
crowded  with  adventurers,  who  wanted  to  enrich  them- 
felves,  fervc  their  country,  and  make  profelytes.   They 
apjieared  in  India  to  be  fomething  more  than  tnen  till 
Ihe  death  of  Albuquerque.     Then  riches,  which  Were 
the  objed  and  reward  of.  their  conquers,  introduced  an 
univeifal  corruption.    The  nobler  p^ofis  gave  way  to 
the  pleafurea   of  hixury,    which  never  fail  to  enervate 
the  body,  and  to  deftroy  the  virtues  of  the  mind.    The 
weak  fucceifars  of  the  illuftrious  Emanuel,  and  the  metl 
of  mean  abilities,  which  he  himfelf  fent  as  viceroys  ta 
the  Indies,  gradually  contributed  to  the  degeneracy  of 
the  Portuguefe. 

Lopbz-Soarbz^  howeve!*,  who  fucceeded  Albuquerque^ 

purfued  his  deiigns.     He  -aboliihed  a  bai1)arous  cuftom 

that  prevailed  in  the  colmtry  of  Travancor,  in  the  neigh*. 

bourhood  of  Calicut.     Thefe  people  cohfulted  forcerer* 

concerning  the  deftiny  of  their  children  t  If  the  magician 

promifed  a  happy  deiliny,  they  were  fuffered  to  live,  if 

he  foretold  any  great  calamities  that  were  to  befal  them^ 

they  were  put  to  death.    Soarez  infcrpofed  to  prefervt 

their  children^     He  was  for  fome  time  etnplOyed  in  pre-^ 

venting  this  oppofitiori  with  which  the  Portuguefe  were 

threatened  in  India ;  and  as  foon  as  he  was  relieved  from 

'  his  anxiety,  he  refolved  to  attempt  a  pafTage  to  China« 

Arrltatof        The  great  Albuquerque  had  fornfted  the  fame  defign« 

tfae  Porta*    jj^  y^^^  ^^^  ^j^j^  Chinefc  ftiips  and  merchaats  at  Malacca^ 

China.  ^  and  conceived  a  high  opinion  of  a  nation^  whofe  very 
ccnpii*.^  **  failors  had  more  politenefs,  a  better  fenfe  of  decorum^ 
more  good  nature  and  humanity,  than  were,  at  that  time# 
to  be  found  among  the  European  nobility.  He  invited 
the  Chinefe  to  continue  their  commerce  Vith  Malacca* 
From  them  he  procured  a  particular  account  of  the 
ftreogth,  riches,  and  manners  of  their  extenfive  empire, 
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ind  communicated  his  intelligence  to  the  court  of  For*  BO  OK 

The. Chinefe, nation  was  utterly  unknown  in  Europe.. 
Mark  Paul.  a.  yenetian,  who  had  travelled  to  China  by 
lai^d^  had  given  a  defcriptldn  of  it  which  wfs  looked  upon 
as  fat>ul9U$f  It  co^-refpondeds  however,  with  the  parti*^ 
culars./i^e,  tranfmitted  by  Albuquerque.  Credit  was 
giveQ.to.tJus  officer's  teftimony,  and  to  his  account  of  the 
lucrative  t^ade  that  might  be  carried  on  in  this  country*     . 

In  the  year  1518  a  fquadron  failed  from  Liiboii  to  carry 
over  an  ambafTador.  /Vs  foon  as  it  arrived  at  Ihp  iilandis 
in  the. neighbourhood  of  Canton,  it  wa$  furrounded  by- 
Chinefe  veflels,  which  came  to  reconnoitre  it.  Ferdinand 
D'Andreade,  who  commanded  it^  did  pot  attempt  to  defend 
himfelf :  he  fuffered  the  Chinefe  to  coipe  on  board;  comr 
municated  the  objed  of  his  voyage  to  the  Mandarins  that, 
prefided  at  Canton,  and  fcqt  bis  amba(Ia4or  on  flior^,  who 
was  conduced  to  Pekin, 

Thi5  ambaffador  was  every  mpment  prefented  with  fome 
new  wonder,  that  «flruck  him  with  amazement.  If  we 
confider  the  largenefs  of  towns,  the  multitude  of  vil- 
lages, the  variety  of  canals,  of  which  fome  are  navigable 
acrbfs  the  empire,  and  others  contribute  to  the  fertility  of 
Yhe  foil:  the  art  of  cultivating  their  lands,  and  the  abun- 
dance and  variety  of  their  produfUons,  the  ^gacious  and 
mild  a(i>e£t  of  the  inhabitants,  the  perpetual  interchange 
of  good  offices  which  appeared  in  th?  pountry,  and  on  the 
publick  roads,  and  the  good  ord?r  preferved  among  thofe 
numberlefs  crouds  who  were  engaged  in  the  hurry  of  bufi- 
nefs,  we  (hall  not  wonder  at  the  furprize  of  the  Portuguefe 
ambafTador,  who  had  been  ^(:cuflomed  to  the  barbarous 
^n4  ridiculous  manners  of  Europe. 

L£T  qs  tak^  a  ihort  view  of  this  people.  The  hiftory  of 
^  nation  ii>  well  governed,  is  the  hiftory  of  men  :  the  reft  of 
(he  world  refembles  the  chaos  of  matter  before  it  was 
W/owght  iAto .  form.    After  a  long  feries  of  devaftation, 

G  J  focietjr 


M  HISTORY  OF  SETTtEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

S  o  O  It  ihcitty  has  at  length  rifea  to  order  and  harmony*    Stattri 

and  nations  are  produced  from  each  other,  like  iadividu«l8« 
wtdi  this  difFerence,  that  in  famities  nature  brings  about 
the  death  of  fome,  and  provides  for  the  births  of  others^ 
in  a  coniiant  and  regular  fucceflion :  but  in  dates,  this 
rule  is  violated  and  deAroyed  by  the  diforders  of  fociety, 
where  it  fometi^es  happens  that  ancient  monarchies  ftiiie 
rifing  republics  in  their  Inrths,  and  that  a  rude  and  fa-^ 
vagc  people,  rufhing  like  a  torrent,  fwecp  away  multitudes 
of  ftates,  which  are  difunited  and  broken  in  pieces. 

China  alone  has  been  exempted  from  this  fatality. 
This  empire,  bounded  on  the  north  by  RufRan  Tartary, 
on  the  fbuth  by  the  Indies,  by  Thibet  on  the  weft,  and 
by  the  ocean  on  the  eaft,    comprehends  almoft  all  the 
caflcrn  extremity  of  the  continent  of  Afia.    It  is  eighteen 
hundred  leagues  in  circumference.   It  is  faid  to  have  lafted 
through  a  fuccclTive  feries  of  four  thoufand  years,  nocis 
this  antiquity   at  all  to  be   wondered  at.    The  narrow 
bounds  of  our  hiftory,  and  the  fmall  extent  of  our  king- 
doxQS,  which  rife  and  fall  in  a  quick  fucceflion,  are  the 
confequence  of  wars,  fuperftition,  and  the  unfavourable 
circumftances  of  our  fituation.    But  the  Chinefe,  who  arc 
cncompalTed  and  defended  on  all  fides  by  feas  and  deferts, 
have,  like  the  ancient  Egyptians,  given  a  lading  Itability 
to  their  empire.     Since  their  coails,  and  the  inland  parts 
gf  their  territories  have  been  peopled  and  cultivated,  this 
happy  nation  muft  ,of  courfe  have  been  the  center  of  at- 
traction to  all  the  furrounding  people ;  and  the  wandering 
or  cantoned  tribes  muft  neceflarily  have  gradually  attached 
themfelves  to  a  body  of  men,  who  fpeak  lefs  frequently  of  the 
conquefts  they  have  made,  than  of  the  attacks  they  have 
fuffered ;  and  are  happier  in  the  thought  of  having  civilized' 
their  conquerors,   than  they  could  have  been  in  that  of 
having  deftroyed  their  invaders. 

In  a  country  where  the  government  is  ^  ancient,  we  may 
every  where  expcft  to  find  deep  traces  of  the  continued 
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force  of  Induftiy.  The  plains  have  been  levelled  with  the  ^  ^  ^  1^ 
exadeft  care;  and,  in  general^  haye  hp  greater  declivity 
than  is  necefTary  to  facilitate  the  watering  of  the  land, 
which  they  confider,  with  reafon,  as  one  of  the  greateft 
helps  in  agriculture.  They  have  bu^  few^  even  of  the 
moft  ufeful  trees,  as  their  fruits  would  rob  the  corh  of 
its  nouriihment.  There  are  £ardens>  it  is  true,  inter- 
/perfed  With  Rowers,  fine  turf,  ihrubberies;  and  fountains ; 
but  however  agreeable  theie  fcenes  might  be  to  kn  idli 
ipe£lator,  they  feem  to  be  concealed  and  removed  from  the 
public  eye,  as  if  the  owners  ^tre  afraid  of  (hewing  ho^ 
inuch  their  amufemeats  had  encroached  upon  the  foil  thai 
bught  to  be  cultivated  for  the  fl4)port  of  life.  They  hav^ 
no  parks  or  extenfive  forefts,  which  are  not  near  fb  (er« 
Ticeable  to  mankind  by  the  wood  they  fumifh,  as  prejudU 
<ial  by  preventing  agriculture ;  and  while  they  contribute 
io  the  pleaiure  of  the  great  by  the  beads  that  range  in 
<hcm,  prove  a  real  itiisfortiine  to  the  hufbandman*  In 
China,  the  beauty  of  a  country-feat  confifls  in  its  being 
iiappily  iitnated,  furrounded  with  an  agreeable  variety  of 
cultivated  fields,  and  interfperfed  with  trees  planted  irre- 
^[ularly,  and  with  fome  mounts  of  a  porous  fione,  whick 
at  a  diftaace  have  the  appearance  of  rocks  or  mountains. 

The  hills  are  generally  cut  into  terraces^  fupported  by 
•dry  walls*  Here  they  have  reservoirs,  conftrnoed  with 
ingenuity,  for  the  reception  of  rain  and  fpriiig  wstter.  It 
Is  not  uncommon  to  fee  the  bottom,  fummit  and  declivity 
of  a  hill  watered  by  the  fame  canal,  by  means  of  a  nuni-, 
ber  of  engines  of  a  iimple  conftmdion,  which  fave  ma- 
nual labour,  and  perform  with  two  men  what  could  not  be 
4one  with  a  thoufand  in  the  ordinary  way.  Thefe  heights 
connnonly  yield  three  ^rops  in  a  year.  They  firft  fow  a 
Jund  of  raddiih,  which  produces  an  oil,  then  cotton,  and 
after  that  potatoes.  This  is  the  common  method  of  ctU- 
sm^i  but  this  ruk  is  not,  without  exception. 
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Vfon  moft  of  th«  mountains  which  are  incapable  of 
heing  cultivated  for  the  ufe  of  m^n,  proper  trees  are 
planted  ^r  building  houfes  or  (hips.  Man^  pf .  theq[i 
contsiin  iron,  tin  and  copper  miaes,  fufficient .  to  fupply 
the  ^ippire.  The  go|d  mines  h^ve  been  negje^tedx^  either 
becaufe  their  prodruce  did  not  defray  the  expenc^  of 
worl^ing  them,  or  be^ufe  the  gold  dufl,  wafhed.  dowa 
by  the  torrents,  w^s  found  fufficient  for  the  purpof(?s  of 
exchange* 

The  fandy  plains^  faved  from  the  ravages  of  the  ocean, 
which  changes  its  bed  9S  r|vers  dp  their  courfe,  in  a  ipacq 
of  time  fo  cxaftly  proportioned  ta  their  different  moments, 
that  a  fmall  encroachment  of  the  Tea,  caufes  a  thoufand 
rerolutions  on  the  furface  of  the  globe,  form,  at  this 
day,  the  provinces  of  Nankin  an4  Techekiang,  which  are 
^he  fined  in  the  empire.  As  the  Egyptians  checked  tt^o 
courfe  of  the  Nile,  the  Chjnefc  have  ravithed,  reftrained, 
and  given  laws  to  the  ocean.  They  l^ave  re-united  to  the 
continent,  trads  of  land  which  had  been  disjoined  by  the 
element.  They  ftill  exert  their  endeavours  to  oppofe 
that  over-ruling  efF^^  of  the  earth's  motion^  which  pro- 
trudes the  ocean  from  eaft  to  weft.  'Xo  the  movements  of 
the  globe,  the  Chinefe  oppofe  the  efforts,  of  iriduftry  s 
and  while  nations,  the  mofl  celebrated  in  hiflory,  have, 
by  the  rage  of  conqueft,.  increafi^d  the  ravages  that  time 
is  perpetually  making  upon  this  "jlobe;  the/  ufe  fuch 
efforts  to  retard  the  progrefs  of  univerfal  devaftation,  as 
might  appear  fupernatural,  if  daily  experience  did  not 
afford  us  ftrong  evidence  to  the  contrary. 

To  the  improvements'  upon  land,  this  nation  adds,  if 
we  may  be  allowed  the  expreflion,  the  improvement  of 
the  water.  The  rivers,  which  communicate  with  eacl^ 
other  by  canals,  and  run  under  the  walls  of  moft  of  the 
towns,  prefent  us  with  the  profpeft  of  fioatirig  cities, 
l^ompofed  of  an  infinite  number  of  boat5  filled  with  peopfo, 
Vho  live  conftantly  tippn  the  water,  and  whofe  ible  oto- 
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ployroent  is  fiihing.  The  Tea  it(elf  is  covered  with  barks,  BOOK 
whpfe  mafts,  at  a  diftance,  appear  like  moving  forefts, 
AnfoQ  finds  fault  vnth  th^  fiihermeQ  bel^iging  to  thefe 
boats,  for  not  giving  tbemfelves  a  moment's  interniif* 
fion  from  their  work  to  look  at  his  (hip,  which  was  the 
1/irgcft  that  had  ?vcr  appeared  in  t-^efe  latitudes.  But  this 
ipattentio|i  to  an  objed,  which  appeared  to  a  Chinefi? 
failor  to  be  of  no  ufe,  though  it  was  in  the  way  of  his 
profeflion,  is,  perhaps,  a  proof  of  the  happinefs  of  a  people, 
who  prefer  bufxnefs  to  matters  of  mere  curiofity- 

The  mannerof  culture  is  by  no  means  uniform  through- 
out this  empire,  bt;t  varies  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
foil  and  the  difference  of  the  climate.  In  the  low  coun- 
tries towards  the  fouth  they  fow  riee,  which  being  always 
under'water,  grows  to  a  great  fi^e,  and  yields  two  crops 
in  a  year.  In  the  inland  parts  of  the  country,  where  the 
fituation  is  lofty  and  dry,  the  foil  produces  a  fpecies  of 
rice,  which  is  neither  fo  large,  well-tafted,  or  nourifliing, 
aiid  mak^s  the  hufbandman  but  oAe  return  in  the  year  for 
his  labour.  In  the  northern  parts  they  cultivate  the  fame 
kinds  of  grain  as  in  Europe,  which  grow  in  a^  great 
plenty,  and  are  of  as  ^ood  a  quality  as  in  any  of  our  mofl 
fertile  countries.  From  one  end  of  China  to  the  other, 
jhere  are  large  quantities  of  vegetables,  particularly  in 
the  South,  where  that  and  fifti  fupply  the  place  of  meat, 
which  is  the  gpneral  food  of  the  other  provinces.  But 
the  injprpvement  of  lands  is  univerfally  underflood  and 
^tteuded  to.  All  the  different  kinds  of  manure  are  care- 
fully preferved,  and  (kilfully  diftributed  to  the  beft  advan- 
t^Z^i  ^nd  that  which  arifcs  ffom  fertile  lands,  is  applied 
to  njal^f.  tJiem  fl;ill  mpre  fertile*  This  grand  fyftem  of 
nature,  wbfcb  \s  fuilained  by  deflrudion  and  re-produc- 
tioA,  is  better  underflood  and  attended  tp  in  China  than 
in  apy  other .countiy  in  the  world. 

.  A  p^iVoso^Hsa,  whom  the  fpirit  of  obfervation  has 
|ed  iptp  their  empire,  has  found  out  and  explained  the 
f  au&s  of  the  rural  oeconomy  of  the  Chinefe, 

S  Thi 


\  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

o  6  K  The  firft  of  thefe  taufes  i$  that  charaaer  of  induftry 
by  which  this  naticfn  is  particularly  diftlngulflied,  and 
is  ohe  of  thofe,  which  in  its  nature  requites  a  lefs 
fiiare  o^  repbfc.  Every  day  in  the  year  is  devoted  to  la- 
bour, txcept  iht  iirft,  which  is  employed  in  pstying  and 
lec^iring  viiits  among  relations ;  and  the  laft,  which  is 
facrcd  to  the  tnemory  of  their  anceftors.  The  firft  is  a 
focial  duty,  the  latter  a  part  of  domtftic  worfliip.  In  this 
nation  of  fages,  whatever  unites  and  civilizes  mankind  is 
religion,  and  religion  itfelf  is  nothing  more  than  the  prac- 
tice of  the  focial  virtues.  Thcfe  fober  and  rational 
people  want  nothing  more  than  the  controul  of  civil  laws 
to  make  them  juft ;  their  private  worfbip  confifts  in  the 
love  of  their  parents  whether  living  or  dead;  and  their 
public  worship  in  the  love  of  labour;  and  that  labour 
which  is  held  in  the  moft  facrcd  veneration  is  agriculture. 
The  generofity  of  two  of  their  emperors  is  much  re- 
vered, who,  preferring  the  interefts  of  the  Hate  to  thofe 
of  their  family,  kept  their  own  children  from  the  throne 
to  make  room  for  men  taken  from  the  plow*  They  re- 
vere the  memory  of  thefe  hufbandmen,  who  fowed  the 
feeds  of  the  happinefs  and  ftability  of  the  empire  in  the 
fertile  bofom  of  the  earth  ;  that  inexhauftible  (burce  of 
whatever  conduces  to  the  nourifhment,  and  confequently 
to  the  numbers  of  mankind. 

In  imitation  of  thefe  royal  hufbandmen,  the  emperors 
of  China  become  hufbandmen  officially.  It  is  one  of 
their  public  fun^ons  to  break  up  the  ground  in  the 
ipring ;  and  the  parade  and  magnificence  that  accompa- 
nies this  ceremony,  draws  together  all  the  farmers  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  capital.  They  flock  in  crouds  to 
fee  their  prince  perform  this  folemnity  in  honour  of  the 
firfl  of  all  the  arts.  It  is  not,  as  in  the  fables  of  Greece,  a 
god,  who  tends  the  flocks  of  a  king ;  it  is  the  father  of  his 
people,  who,  holding  the  plow  with  his  own  hands,  fhcws 
his  children  whut  arc  the  true  riches  of  the  (late.    In  a  . 
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Kttle  tiin«  he  impairs  again  to  the  field  he  has  ploughed  BOOK 
himfdfi  to  fow  the  feed  that  is  tnofl  proper  for'the  ground. 
The  example  of  the  prince  is  followed  in  all  the  pro- 
vinces ;  and  at  the  fame  ieafons,  the  viceroys  repeat  the 
fame  ceremonies  in  the  prefence  of  a  numerous  concouHb 
of  hu{bandmen.  The  Europeans,  who  hare  been  pre- 
fent  at  this  folemnity  at  Canton,  never  fpeak  of  it  with-* 
out  emotKxn ;  and  make  us  regret  that  this  feflival,  whole' 
political  aim  is  the  encouragement  of  labour,  is  not  efla* 
hlifhed  in  our  climate,  inflead  of  that  number  of  religious 
feafts,  which  feem  to  be  invented  by  idlenefs  to  make  the 
country  a  barren  wafte. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  however,  that  the  court  of 
Pekia  are  really  engaged  in  the  labours  of  a  rural  life. 
The  arts  of  luxury  are  grown  to  fo  greai  a  height  in 
China,  fkaf  thefe  performances  can  only  pais  for  mere 
ceremonies.  But  the  law  which  obliges  the  prince  to  fliow 
this  token  of  refped  to  the  profeffioh  of  hu/bandmen,  has 
a  tendency  to  promote  the  advantage  of  agriculture.  The 
deference  paid  by  the  fovereign  to  public  opinions  con* 
tributes  to  perpetuate  it ;  and  the  influence  of  opinion 
is  the  principal  fpring  that  aduates  the  political  machine. 

This  influence  is  preierved  in  China  by  conferring  ho- 
noursr  on  all  huibandmen,  who  excel  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  ground.  When  any  ufefiildifcovery  is  made  the  au- 
thor of  it  is  called  to  court  to  communicate  it  to  the 
prince;  and  is  fent  by  government  into  the  provinces, 
to  inftmdii  them  in  his  method.  In  a  word,  in  this  coun- 
try, where  nobility  i$  not  hereditary,  but  a  mere  perfonal 
reward  indifcriminately  bellowed  upon  merit;  feveral  of 
the  magiftrates  and  perfons  raifed  to  the  higheft  employ- 
ments in  the  empire  are  chofen  out  of  families  who  are 
ibldy  employed  in  the  Cultivation  of  land. 

Thbsb  encouragements  which  belong  to  their  manners, 
are  further  feconded  by  the  beft  political  inftitutions. 
Whatever  is  in  its  nature  incapable  of  being  divided,  as  the 
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BOOK  fea»  rivers,  canals,  &c.  is  enjoyed  in  common^  tnd  is  noi  • 
body's  property.  Every  one  has  the  liberty  of  going 
upon  the  water,  filhing,  and  hunting ;  and  a  fubjed  who 
is  in  poiTeffion  of  an  eftate,  whether  acquired  by  himfelf 
or  left  by  his  relations,  is  in  no  danger  of  having  hii 
right  called  in  queftipn  by  the  tyraanical  ?iuthority  of  the 
feudal  laws. 

The  fmallnefs  of  the  taxes  isilill  a  farther  encourage-^ 
inent  to  agriculture.  Till  lately,  the  proportion  paid  to 
government  out  of  the  produce  of  the  lands,  was  from  a 
tenth  down  to  a  thirtieth  part  of  the  income,  according 
to  the  quality  of  the  foil.  This  was  the  only  tribute  le- 
vied in  China.  The  leading  men  never  entertained  a 
thought  of  increafing  it  ^  not  venturing  to  pufh  a  point 
cf  this  ns^ture  in  oppo&tion  to  cuftom  and  opinion,  which 
determine  every  thing  in  this  empire.  Some  emperqrs  and 
minifters,  no  doubt,  would  have  been  glad  to  attempt  an 
innovation  of  this  kind ;  but  as  fucb  an  undertaking 
would  require  time,  and  they  could  not  hope  to  live  to 
fee  its  fuccefs,  they  did  not  choofe  to  engage  in  it.  Men 
of  bad  principles  aim  at  immediate  enjoyipentj  while  the 
virtuous  fubjed  extending  his  benevolence  beyond  the 
prefent  generation,  contents  him&lf  with  forming  defigns, 
and  propagating  ufcful  truths,  n^thout  expedUog.  to  x^p 
any  advantage  from  them  in  his  own  perfon. 

It  is  hut  lately  that  conqueft  and  commerce  have  intror 
duced  new  taxes  into  China*  The  Tartar  emprrors  hayo 
laid  a  duty  upoii  certain  articles  of  provifioos,  xnetaU, 
and  incrchandife.  In  (hort,  if  ,we  may  Relieve  t^^  Jefuit 
Amyot,  cuftoms  are  e(labli(hed  there  as, well  as  in  Eiirope* 

It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  Europeans  wojmI^  ins- 
tate the  Chinefe  in  the  mode  of  levying  their  taxes; 
which  is  juft,  humane,  and  not  expenfive.  Every  year,, 
at  the  time  of  harvefl,  the  fields  are  meafured,  and  rated 
in  proportion  to  their  adual  produce.  Whether  the  Chi- 
laefe  are  ^s  difhooefl  as  thcv  ar^  reprcfenteds  9t  whett^cr 
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they  arc  only  faithlefs  and  deceitful  iii  their  dealings  with  t  O  6  it 

ftrangers,  as  feveral  nations  arhong  the  ancients,  I  fhall 

not  take  upon  me  to  determine ;  but  it  fhould  feem  that 

government  repofes  confiderable  confidence  in  them,  a$ 

they   are  not    teized  and  molefted  by  thofe  ftarchihgg 

and  '  trouUefome  vifits,    fo  c6mmon   in    the  mode  of 

taxation  in  Europe.      The  <lnly  penalty  inflided  on  per« 

fons  liable  to  be  taxed,  and  who  are  too  flow  in  the  pay-< 

meiit  of  the  tribute  demailded  by  the  public,  is  to  quarter 

old,  infirm,  and  poor  people  upon  them,  to  be  mabtained 

at  their  expence  till  they  have  dtfcharged  the  debt  due  to 

government*    This  manner  of  proceeding  has  a  tendency 

to  awaken  pity  and  humanity  in  the  breaft  of  a  citizen, 

when  he  fees  miferable  objedts,  and  hears  the  cries  of 

hunger :   inftead  df  giving  difguft,  and  exciting  his  re-* 

ientment  by  forcible  fei^ures  and  the  menaces  of  an  info-* 

lent  foldiery,  who  conie  to  liVe  at '  difcretion  in  a  houfe 

ixpofed  to  the  numberlefs  extortions  of  the  exch^qufer. 

In  China,  the  taxes  are  kvied  without  having  recourfe 
to  Ihofe  opprcffive  methods  that  are  praftifed  ill  Europe* 
The  mandarins  take  the  tenth  part  of  the  produce  of  the 
'  earth  in  kind.  The  oftcers  in  the  municipal  towtls  give 
in  then-  account  of  this  tribute  and  all  other  taxes  to  the 
receiver-general  of  the  province ;  and  the  whole  is  lodged 
in  the  public  treafury.  The  ufe  that  is  made  of  this  re- 
venue prevents  all  frauds  in  collecting  it :  as  it  is  well 
known,  that  a  part  of  thefe  duties  is  allotted  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  magiftrates  and  foldie'rs.  The  money 
^itt'lfing  iVom  the  fale  of  this  proportion  of  the  produdl  of 
the  lands  is- never  iifued  from  the  exchequer  but  in  public 
ex!g<thties.  It  is  laid  up  in  the  magazines  agalnft  timei 
of  fcarcity,  when  the  people  receive,  what  they  lent,  at 
it  were,  in  times  of  plenty. . 

■  It  may  naturally  be  expe£led  that  a  nation,  enjdying 
fo  many  advaittages,  will  be  extremely  populous :  efpeci- 
glly  in  a  climate  where,  whatever  reafon  may  be  afligned 

for 
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B  O.O  K  for  it,  the  women  are  remarkably  prolific,  and  tlie  men 
do  no  injury  to  the  natural  vigour  of  their  coniUtution 
by  the  ufe  of  flrong  liquors ;  where  the  weather  is.  whole* 
fome  and  temperate,  and  few  children  die  in  proportion 
to  the  numbers  born  :  where  the  foil  overpays  tli^  labour 
of  cultivating  it,  not  to  mention  their  fimple  and  plain 
manner  of  living,  which  is  regulated  by  the  ftrtAeft  eco« 
©omy.  .  ' 

T^M  Jefujt^,  however,  wlM  were  employed  by  the  court 
of  Pekin  to  maHe  charts  of  the  empire,  in  the  cqurfe  of 
their  iinderta]c;ing,  difcovered  fome  confiderable  tra£b  of 
defert  land^  which  had  efcaped  the  notice  of  the  mer- 
chants who  frequented  only  the  fea- ports,  and  of  travel- 
krs  whp  went  only  biy  the  road  of  Canton  to  the  capital. 

It  iirauld  b.e  impofiible  to  account  for  the  want  of  po« 
pulation  Ia  fpme  countries  remote  from  China,,  if  it  were 
not  known,  that,  in  thefe  extenfive  ftate^i  a  great  num« 
ber  of  children  are  deilroyed  foon  after  they  a^e  bom  ^ 
that  feveral  of  thofe  who  efcape  this  cruel  fate,  fuffer  the 
moft  fhamefiil  mutilation  :  and  of  thofe  who  are  not  thus 
barbaroufly  robbed  of  their  fex,  many  are  reduced  to  a 
fiate  of  (lavery,  and  deprived  of  the  comforts  of  marriage 
by  tyrannical  mailers :  that  polygamy,  fo  contrary  to 
reafon  and  the  fpirit  of  fociety,  is  univerfally  pra£ti£ed ; 
that  the  vice  which  nature  rejeds  with  the  utmoit  abhor« 
rence,  is  very  common ;  and  that  the  converts  of  the 
Bonzes  contain  little  leis  than  a  million  of  petfoas  devoted 
to  celib^y. 

But  if  a  few  fcattered  cantons,  wbichi  are  haxdly 
known  evea  in  China,  be  deflitute  of  hand  a  ta  cut 
tivate  them ;  are  there  not  many  more  in  whidr.  men 
are  aifemblfid.  in  fuch  numbers  as  to  incommode  each 
other?  This  inconvenience  is  obfervable  in  the  neighr 
bourhood  of  great  cities  and  public  roads,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  foythern  provinces.     Accordingly  it  ap« 

pearsy 
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pears,  by  t^e  records  of  the  cjnpirc,  that  a  bad  h^r^ft  BOOK 

has  (eldom  failed  to  produce  an  infurredipn. 

We  need  go  no  further  to  find  the  reafons  which,  prevent 
defpotifm  from  making  any  advances  in  China.  It  is  cvU 
dent  fronj  thefe  frequent  revolutions,  that  the  people  are 
fully  fenfible  that  a  regard  to  the  rights  of  property,  and 
fuhmiilion  to  the  laws,  are  duties  of  a  lower  daft,  fubor- 
dinate  to  the  original  rights  of  nature,  and  that  commu* 
nities  are  formed  for  the  common  benefit  of  tbofe  who 
enter  into  them.  Accordingly,  when  the  more  Immediate 
ncccfiaries  of  life  fail,  the  Chinefe  ceafe  to  acknowledge  an 
authority  which  does  not  provide  for  their  fubfiilence.  The 
right  of  kings  is  founded  on  the  regard  they  pay  to  the 
prefervation,  of  the  people.  Neither  religion  nor  morality 
tpach  any  other  dodrine  in  China. 

The  emperor  is   well   aware,  that  h'e  preftdes  over  a 
people  who  fubmit  to  the  laws  no  longer  than  while  they 
promote  their  happinefs.     He  is  fenfible,  that  if  thcfpirit 
of  tyranny,  which  is  fo  common  and  infedious  in  othtr 
countries,  fhould  feize  him  but  for  a  moment,  fuch  a  vio« 
lent  oppofition  would  be  raifed,  that  he  would'  be  driven 
fr6m  the  throne.     Accordingly,  finding  himfelf  invefted 
with  the  fupreme  authority  by  a  people  who  obferve  and 
criticifc  his  condud,  he  is  far  from  attempting  to  mal^e 
himfelf  a  religious  phantom^  and  doing  jud  as  he  pleafes. 
He  does  npt  violate  the  (acred  contrad,  by  virtue  of  which 
he  holds  the  fceptre.     He  is  convinced  that  the  people  are 
fo  well  acquainted  with  their  rights,  and  the  manner  of 
defending  them,  that  whenever  a  province  complains  of 
the  Man4arin  that  governs  it,  he  recalls  him,  without  exi|« 
mination,  ^nd  delivers  him  up  to  a  tribunal^  which  pro- 
ceeds a^ainft  him  if  he  is  in  fault:  but  fhould  he  even, 
prove  innocent,  he  is  not  reinftated  in  his  emp^oymen^t, 
as  it  is  deeqifed  a  crime  to  have  drawn  upon  himfeli^  tl^e 
refentment  of  the4)eople.     He  is  confidered  as  an  i^nora^C 
tutpr,  who  fliould  attempt  to  prevent  children  from  enter- 

taiping 
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B  O  O  Ic  taining  the  affeftioti  which  they  owe  to  their  father.  Thii 
compliaoce»  which,  in  other  countries,  would  nouriih  per-< 
t>etual  difcontcntj  and  occafion  an  infinite  number  of  in^ 
trigues,  k  not  attended  with  any  Iticonveniehce  in  China, 
^here  the  Inhabitahtt  are  naturally  difpofed  to  be  mild 
and  juft,  and  the  conftitution  of  the  (late  is  fq  ordered^ 
that  its  delegates  hare  ieldom  ah/  rigbroui  commands  10 
execute. 

The  necei&ty  of  Juilice  id  the  prince  tends  to  make  hiitt 

•         *         •  - 

more  wife  and  intelligent.      He  is  in  China  what  One 

Would  gladly  believe  princes  in  all  countries  were,  the  idol 

of  his  people*    It  ihould  feem  that  their  manners  and  laws 

tonipired  to   dfiablifli  this  fundamental  principle,   rhat 

(^hina  is  a  family  of  which  the  emperor  is  the  patriarch. 

He  does  not  poflefs  his  authority  as  a  conqueror,  or  a 

legiflator,  but  as  a  father :  as  a  father  he  governs^  rewards^ 

and  puniihes.     This  pleafing  fentiment  gives  him  a  grfcat^r 

power  than  the  tyrants  of  other  nations  can  pofllbly  derive 

from  the  number  of  their  troops,  or  the  artifices  of  their 

miniflers.     It  is  not  to  be  imagined  what  efleem  and 

afFedion  the  Chinefe  have  for  their  emperor,  or,  as  they 

cxprefs  it,  their  common,  their  univerfal  father. 

This  public  worfhip  is  founded  npon  that  which  is  efla^ 
blilhed  by  private  education.  In  China,  the  father  and 
hiother  claim  an  abfolute  right  over  their  children  at 
every  period  of  life,  even  when  raifcd  to  the  higheft  dig- 
nity. Paternal  authority,  and  filial  afFeftion,  arc  the 
fources  of  every  thing  in  this  empire :  by  this  the  manners 
are  regulated,  and  it  is  the  grand  tie  that  Unites  the  prince 
to  his  fubje£b,  the  fubjefls  to  fheir  prince,  and  Citizens  to 
btie  anotlier.  The  Chinefe  gov^rnmeht  has  gradually  af-: 
rived  at  that  pbihf  ofperfe^Iioh,  fr6m  which  all  Others  fetih 
to  have  finally  kiid.  irrevocably  degenerated.  I  mean  the 
|)atriarchat  goveriiment,  a  government  eftabliflied  by 
Ixaturt  itfelft      - 

KoT- 
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Notwithstanding  this  fablime  fyftem  of  morals,  BOOK 
that  for  (6  many  ages  has  conhibuted  to  the  prbfperity 
of  the  Chmefe  empire,  itWoliIdproBably  have  experienced 
tn  infenfible  change,  if  the  chlfnerical  dlfflnflioiis  allowed 
to  birth  had  "not  deftroyed' that'originari^quanty  efta- 
blithed  by  nature  among  mankind^,  and  which  ought  only 
to  give  place  to  fuperior  abilitirs,  and  fuperior  merit.  "  In 
kn  the  'rfaW  of  ^Urope,  'biie  trials  'of  ihtfa-  aflumfe  from 
their  infancy  a  preeminence  independent  of  their  moral 
chahidei-.  The  attention  paid  them  from  the  momeht  of 
their  birth, '  gives  them  the  idea  that  they  are  formed  for 
conimand ;  they  foon  learn  to  coltfider  themfehes  as  a 
diftinfl  fpecies,  and  being  fecure  of  a  certain  rank  and 
ftatiori,  take  no  pains  to  make  thcmfdvts  worthy  of  it. 

This  fyftem,  to  which  we  owe  fo  many  indifferent  mi- 
nifters,  ignorant  magiftrates,  and  bad  generals,  has  no 
place  in  'China,  where  nobility  does  not  dtfcend  by  here- 
ditary right.  The  figure  any  citizfen  makes,  begins  and 
ends  with  himfelf.  The  fon  of  the  pHitie  minifter  of  the 
empire  has  no  advantages  at  the  moment  of  his  birth, 
but  thofc  he  may  have  derived  frt>m  nature.  The  rank  of 
nobility  is  fometimes  conferred  upon  the  anceflors  of  a 
man  who  has  done  figoal  fervices  to  his  country ;  but  this 
mark  of  diftin£tion,  which  is  merely  perfonal,  dies  with 
Its  poifeilbr :  and  his  children  derive  no  other  advantage 
from  it  than  the  memory  and  example  of  his  virtues. 

In  cotifequence  of  this  perfect  equality,  the  Chinefe  are 
enabled  tp  eftablilh  an  uniform  fyftem  of  education,  and 
to  inculcate  correfpondent  principles.  It  is  no  difficult 
talk  tQ  pqrAiade  men  who  are  upon  an  equal  footing  by 
birth,  .that  they,  are  all  brethren.  This  opinion  gives 
th^m  every  advantage  which  would  be  loft  if  a  contrary 
idea  prevailed.  A  Chiaefe,  who  ihould  abftia^  himfelf 
from  this  cpmmon  fraternity,  would  become  a  folttary  and 
miferable  being;  and  wander  as  a  ftranger  in  the  heart  of 
his  country. 

Vol.  I.  H  Instead 
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Instsad  of  thofe  frirolous  diftinftions,  which  axe  al- 
lotted to  birth  in  ahnoft  every  other  country*  the  Chineib 
fiibflitute  real  ones,  founded  entirely  on  perfonal  merit. 
A  fet  of  wife  and  intelligent  men,  who  are  honoured  with 
the  title  of  the  learned  mandarins^  devote  themfelves  to 
the  ftudy  of  all  fciences  oecefla^  to  qualiiy  them  for  the 
adminiftration  of  public  afiairs.  None  can  be  admitted 
into  this  refpe&able  focjety,  who  are  not  recommended  by 
their  talents  and  knowledge :  for  riches  giv^  no  cbim  to 
this  honour^  The  mandarins  are  at  thei;r  option  to  fix 
upon  proper  perfons  to  aflbciate  with  them^  and  they 
never  chufe  any  perfon  without  a  previous  and  Arid  exa* 
minatton.  There  are  different  clafles  of  mandarins,  the 
fucceflion  to  which  is  regulated  by  merit,  and  not  by  fe^ 
niority« 

Out  of  the  clafs  of  mandarins,  the  emperor,  accor(Ung 
to  a  cufbom  as  ancient  as  the  empire,  elects  minifters, 
magiftrates,  governors  of  provinces,  and  officers  of  every 
ddnomination,  who  are  called  to  any  'employment  in  the 
ftate.  As  his  choice  can  only  fall  upon  men  of  tried  abi- 
lities, the  welfare  of  the  people  is  always  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  are  worthy  of  fuch  a  truft. 

Ik  confequence  of  this  inflitution,  no  dignity  is  heredi- 
tary except  that' of  the  crown;  and  even  that  is  not  always 
conferred  on  the  cldeil  fon  s  but  to  him  whom  the  emperor 
and  the  council  of  mandarins  judge  moft  worthy.  By 
this  method,  a  fpirit  of  virtuous  emulation  prevails  even  in 
the  imperial  family*  The  throne  is  given  to  merit  alone» 
and  it  is  a^gned  to  the  heir  only  in  coniideration  of  his 
abilities.  Thp  emperors  rather  chufe  to  appoint  a  fuc- 
ceflor  from,  a  diff'erent  family,  than  to  intiiift  the  reins 
of  government  to  unikilful  hands. 

Thb  viceroys  and  magiftrates  enjoy  the  afiedion  of  the 
pe<>ple,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  partake  iof  the  autho- 
rity of  the  foverevgn ;  and  any  miftakes  in  their  admini- 
flratlon  meet  with  the  fame  indulgence  that  is  fhown  to 

thofe 
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thofe  of  the  Cnptdmc  kgiflator.  They  have  not  that  ten-  BOOK 
d^cy  to  fedittoii  which  prevails  in  this  part  of  the  world. 
la  China  there  is  no.fet  of  men  to  form  or  manage  a  fac* 
tion ;  as  the  nianckrins  have  no  rich  and  powerful  family 
conae&ionsy .  they  •  can  derive  no  ihpport  but  ^om  the 
crownj^  and  tbeir  own  prudence.  They  are  trained  up 
in,  a  way  of  thinking,  that. inspires  humanity,  the  iove  of 
order,  beneiicence/  and  refpeft  for  t^e  laws.  They  take 
pa|ns  to  incuUpite  tjbtefe  fentiments  into,  the  people,  and 
Dbcur^  their  att^htpent  to  ev^ry  iaw» .  by  ihewing  them  its 
ufeful  tendency.  The  fovereign  paiTes  no  edid  that  does 
not  convey-£bme  moral  or  political  inftrudion.  The  peo- 
ple necefTarily  beconie  acquainted  with  their  intereftsr.  askd 
the  meafures  taken  by  government  to  promote  them  s  .an4 
the  Jbetter  informed  they  are,  the  more  likely  they  will  be 
to  remain  quiet. 

SypBRffTiTioN,  which  excites  diilurbances  in  all  other 
countries,  and  either  eftabliihes  tyranny,  or  overthrows 
government,  has  no  influence  in  China.  It  is  tolerated^ ' 
injudicioufly,  perhaps,  by  the  laws  :  but,  at  leail,  it  never 
makes  laws  itfelf.  No  perfon  can  have  any  fhare  in  the' 
government  who  does  not  belong  to  the  ciafs  of  literati, 
which  admits  of  no  fuperflition.  The  bonzes  are  not  al- 
lowed to  ground  the  duties  of  morality  upon  the  dodrines 
of  their  fcSts^  nor  confequently  to  difpenfe  with  them* 
If  they  impofe  upon  fome  part  of  the  nation,  their  arti- 
fices do  not  affed  thofe  whofe  example  and  authority  are 
of  the  greateft  importance  to  the  ftate. 

Confucius,  in  whofe  adions  and  difcourfes  precept 
was  joined  to  example,  and  whofe  memory  and  dodrine 
are  equally  embraced  and  revered  by  all  clafles  and  feds 
whatfoever,  was  the  founder  of  the  national  religion  of 
China.  His  code  contains  a  fyftem  of  natural  law,  which 
•  ought  to  be  the  ground-work  of  all  religions,  the  rule  of 
fociety,  and  ftandard  of  all  governn\ents.  He  taught  that 
reafon  was  an  emanation  of  the  Deity ;  and  that. the  fu- 

H  2  '  preme 
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B  O  d  K  preme  lawconfiftcd  in  the  harmony  between  nature  and 
reafon.  The  religion  that  runs  in  oppofition  to  thefe  two 
guides  of  human  life«  does  not  come  fr^m  heaven. 

As  the  Ghinefe  have  no  term  for  6od,  they  fay  that 
heaven  is  God.  Butf  fays  the  emperor  Chang-chi,  in  an 
edid  publilhed  in  17  lo,  //  is  k^t  to  the  viJibU  and  material 
hiovm  that  we  offer  our  facrijuos,  but  to,  the  Lord  of 
Heaven.  Thus  atheifmi  though  not  uncommon  in  China, 
is  not  publicly  pxxifefied.  It  is  neither  the  charaderiftie 
cf  a*fe£t,  nor  ah  objed  of  perfecution ;  but  is  tolerated  as 
well  as  fuperftition. 

TrfB  empcfror,  who  is  fole  pontiff,  islikewife  the  judge 
Iff  matters  of  religion ;  but  as  the  national  worfhip  w^» 
made  for  the  government,  not  the  gbvefnniient  for  it;  and 
as  both  were  defigned  to  be  fubfervient  to  the  ends  of 
fociety,  it  is  neither  the  intereft  nor  inclination  of  the 
fovcreign  to  employ  the  two-fold  aufhofity  lodged  in  his 
hands,  for  the  pufpofes  of  oppreffi6n.  If  on  the  one  hand 
the  dodrines  and  ceremonies  of  th^  hierarchy  do  not  pre  • 
vent  the  prince  from  niaking  an  ill  ufe  of  abfolute  autho- 
rity ;  he  is  more  powerfully  reftrained  on  the  other,  by  the 
general  influence  of  the  national  manners* 

Any  attempt  to  change  thefe  manners  would  be  attend- 
ed with  the  greateft  difficulty,  becaufe  they  are  incul- 
cated by  a  nfode  of  education  which  is,  perhaps,  the  beft 
we  are  acquainted  with.  They  do  hot  make  a  point  of 
inftnifting  their  children  till  they  are  five  years  old.  They 
are  then  taught  to  write  wOrds  or  hieroglyphics,  which 
reprefcnt  fenfiblc  objefts,  of  whichl  at  the  iamc  time  they 
endeavour  to  •  give  them  clear  ideas.  Afterwards  their 
memory  is  ftored  with  fehtentious*  verfes  containing  pre- 
cepts of  morality,  which  they  are  taiught  to  reduce  to 
pradicc.  As*they  advance  in  years  they  are  inftrudcd  in 
the  philofophy  of  Confucius.  This  is  the  manner  of 
education  among  the  ordinary  ranks-  The  children  wha 
are  derif^uifi*£Qr.j)ofts:of  honour,  begin  in  the  fame  man- 
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ner;  but  intermix  other  ftudies  relative  to  human  con-  BOOK 
dud  in  the  different  ftations  of  life* 

In  China,  the  manners  tak^  their  coipplexion  from  the 
laws,  and  are  preferred  by  common  ufajge,  which  are  like- 
wife  prefcribed'W  the  laws.  The  Chinefe  have  a  greater 
number  of  precepts,  relating  to  the  moil  common  adlions^ 
than  any  other  people  in  the  world.  Their  code  of  po- 
litenefs  is  very  volummous ;  the  loweft  citizen  is  inftru6te4 
in  it,  and  obferves  it  with  the  faoie  ej^aOnefs  as  the  man- 
"darines  and  the  court. 

The  laws  in  this  code,  like  all  the  reft^  are  formed 
with  a  view  of  keeping  up  the  opinion  that  China  is  bu( 
one  gre^  family,  ^nd  pf  prompting  that  regard  4n4.n^)i" 
tual  affedUon  in  the  citizens,  which  is  due  to  each  oth^r 
as  brethren.  Thefe  rights  and  cuftoms  tend  to  prefervp 
the .  manners.  Sometimes^  indeed,  ceremonies  are  fubAi- 
tuted  for  fentiment ;  but  how  often  are  they  the  means  of 
reviving  it  1  They  compofe  a  kind  of  conflant  homage  that 
is  paid  to  virtue ;  and  is  calculated  to  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  youth.  It  preferves  the  refped  due  to  virtue  her- 
felf ;  and  if  it  fometimes  leads  to  hypocrify,  it  encourages 
a  laudable  zeal.  Tribunals  are  erefted  to  take  cognizance 
of  tranfgreiTions  againft  the  cuftoms ;  as  well  as  to  puniAi 
crixpes  apd  re^jrard  ,inerit.  Moderate  penalties  are  in  Aided 
iipon  crimes,,  and  virtue  is  diflinguiflied  by  marks  of 
honour.  Honour  is  accordingly  one  of  the  principles 
that  aduate  the  Chinefe  'government :  and  though  it  is 
not  the  leading  one,  operates  more  flrongly  than  fear, 
and  more  feebly  th^in  affedign. 

Under  the  influence  of  fuch  inftitutions,  one  fhould  ex- 
ped,  that  China  would  be  the  country  in  the  whole  world, 
where  men  would  be  moft  humane.  Accordingly  the  hu- 
manity of  the  Chinefe  is  confpicuous  on  thofe  occaiions, 
where  it  (hould  iieem,  that  virtue  could  have  no  other 
cbjed  but  juflice ;  and  that  juilice  could  not  be  executed 
irithout  feverity.    Their  prifcners  are  confined  in  neat  and 
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BOOK  commodious  apartments,  where  they  are  well  taken  care 
of  even  to  the  moment  when  they  fufFer.  It  frequently 
happens^  that  the  only  puniihment  inflided  on  a  rich 
man  amounts  to  no  more  than  obliging  him  for.  a  certaia 
time  to  maintain  or  clothe  fome  old  men.  and  orphans  at 
his  own  expence.  Our  moral  and  political  romances,  form 
the  real  hiflory  of  the  Chinefe,  who  have  regulated  all  the 
adlions  of  men  with  fuch  an  exadl  nicety,  that  they  have 
fcarcely  any  need  of  fentiment.  Yet  they  do  not  fail  to 
cultivate  the  tetter  in  order  to  give  a  proper  eftimation  to 
the  former. 

Thi  fpirit  of  patriotifm,  that  fpirit,  without  which 
dates  are  mere  colonies,  and  not  nations,  is  flronger, 
perhaps,  and  more  a£live  among  the  Chinefe,  than  it  is 
found  in  any  republic.  It  is  common  to  fee  them  volun- 
tarily contributing  their  labour  to  repair  the  public  roads : 
the  rich  build  places  of  ihelter  upon  them  for  the  ufe  of 
travellers ;  others  plant  trees  there.  Such  adlibns,  which 
are  proofs  of  a  beneficent  humanity  rather  than  an  often* 
tation  of  generofity,  are  far  from  being  uncommon  in 
-  China.  * 

There  hare  been  times,  when  they  have  been  fre- 
quent ;  and  others,  wh<*n  they  have  been  lefs  fo ;  but  the 
corruption  which  was  the  caufe  of  the  latter,  brought  on 
a  revolution,  and  the  manners  of  the  people  were  reformed. 
They  fuifered  by  the  late  hivafion  of  the  Tartars :  they  are 
now  recovering  in  proportion,  5s  the  princes  of  that  viAo- 
rious  nation  lay  afide  the  fuperftitionsof  their  own  country, 
to  adopt  the  principles  of  the  nation  they  have  con- 
quered ;  and  in  proportion  as  they  improve  in  the  know- 
ledge of  thofe  books,  which  the  Chinefe  call  canonical. 

It  cannot  be  long  before  we  fee  the  amiable  character 
of  this  nation  entirely  revived ;  that  fraternal,  and  kin- 
dred principle ;  thofe  enchanting  focial  ties,  which  foften 
the  manners  of  the  people,  and  attach  them  inviolably 
to  I  he  laws*    Political  errors  and  vices  cannot  take  deep 
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root  m  a  country  where  they  never  pronuvtc  any  men  to  BOOK 
public  eipployments>  but  fuch  as  are  of  the  fedl  of  the 
learned,  whofe  fok  occupation  is  to  inftrudt  themfelves  in 
the  principles  of  morality  and  gOYernment.  As  long  as 
real  knowledge  ihall  be  held  in  eftimation,  as  long  as  it 
ihall  continue  ,to  lead  to  public  honours,  there  will  exift 
among  the  people  of  China  a  fund  of  reafon  and  virtue, 
which  will  not  be  found  among  other  nation s* 

If  this  pidure  of  the  manners  of  the  Chinefe  ihould 
be  diflFerent  from  that  drawn  by  other  writers,  it  is 
not,  perhaps,  impoffible  to  reconcile  opinions  fo  feem- 
ingly  contradidory.  China  may  be  confidered  in  two 
diflinft  points  of  view.  If  we  fludy  the  inhabitants  as 
they  appear  in  the  fea-ports,  and  great  towns,  we  ihall 
be  difgufled  at  their  cowardice^  knavery  and  avarice :  but 
in  the  other  parts  of  the  empire,  particularly  in  the  coun- 
try,  we  ihall  find  their  manners  domeflic,  focial  and 
patriotic.  It  would  be  difficult  to  point  out  a  more 
virtuous,  humane,  and  intelligent  people. 

It  muil,  however,  be  acknowledged,   that  the  greatefl 
part  of  thofe  improvements,  which  depend  upon  theories 
at  all  complicated,    are  not  fo  far  advanced  there,    as 
one  ihould  naturally  expe^  from  an  ancient,  active,  and 
diligent  people,   who  have  fo  long  had  a  clue  to  them. 
But  this  riddle  is  not  inexplicable.   The  Chinefe  language 
requires  a  long  and  laborious  fludy,  fcarcely  to  be  com- 
prehended within  the  term  of  a  man's  life.      The  rites 
and  ceremonies,  which  they  obferve  upon  every  occafion, 
afford  more  excrcife  for  their  memory  than  their  fenfibi- 
lity.     Their  manners  are  calculated  to  check  the  impulfes 
of  the  foul,  and  weaken  its  operations.    Too  much  taken  up 
in  the  purfuit  of  what  is  ufeful,  they  have  no  opportunity 
of  launching  out  into  the  extenfive  regions  of  imagination. 
An   excelfive  veneration  for  antiquity,  makes  them  the 
flaves  of  whatever  is  eftablifhed.     All  thefe  caufes  united, 
muft  ncceifarily  have   ftifled,    among'  the   Chinefe,  the 
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BOOK  fpirit  of  indention.  It  requires  ages  with  them  to  bring 
aAy  thing  to  perfedion  ;  and  whoever  reileds  on  tho 
ilate,  in  which  arts  and  fciences  were  found  among  them 
three  hundred  year  ago,  muft  be  oonTtnced  of  the  extraor* 
dinary  antiquity  of  their  empire. 

Thb  low  ftatc  of  learning,  and  the  fine  arts  in  China, 
may  perhaps  be  further  owing  to  the  very  perfedion  of  its 
»>vernment.  This  paradox  has  its  foundation  in  reafon. 
Where  the  iludy  of  the  laws  holc$  the  firft  rank  in  a  na- 
tion, and  is  rewarded  with  an  appointment  in  the  admi* 
nidrationy  inftead  of  a  .poft  in  an  academy ;  where  learn- 
ing is  applied  to  the  regulation  of  manners,  or  the  mai|i* 
tenance  of  the  public  weal ;  where  the  fame  nation  is  ex- 
ceedingly populous,  and  requires  a  conflant  attention  in 
its  learned  members  to  make  fubfiftence  keep  an  equal 
pace  with  population ;  where  every  individual,  befides  the 
duties  he  owes  to  the  public^  which  take  a  confiderable 
time  to  be  well  underftood,  has  particular  4^ties  ari- 
^n^  from,  the  claims  of  his  family  or  profeilion :  in  fuch 
a  nation  the  fpeculative  ^nd  ornamental  parts  of  fcience 
cannot  be  expefted  to  arrive  at  that  height  of  fpkndor 
they  havp  attained  in  Europe.  But  the  Chin^fe,  who  are 
only  our  fcholars  in  the  arts  of  luxury  and  vanity,  arc  our 
m afters  in  the  fcience  of  good  government.  They  ftudy 
how  to  increafe,  not  how  to  diminilh  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants. 

> 

Ot^e  of  the  arts  in  which  th^  Chinefe  have  made  the 
leaft  progrefs  is  that  of  war.  It  is  natural  to  imagine,  that 
a  nation,  whofe  whole  condufl,  like  that  of  infants,  is  influ- 
enced by  ceremonies,  precepts,  and  cuftoms  either  of  pri- 
vate or  public  inftitutipn,  muft  cpnfeqiiently  be  pliant, 
moderate,  and  inclined  to  tranquility  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  Reafon  and  reflexion,  while  thpy  cheridi  fenti- 
ments  like  thefe,  leave  no  room  for  that .  enthufi^fm* 
whifh  conftitutes  the  hero  and  the  warrior.  The  fpirit 
of  humanity,  which  they  imbibe  in  their  fender  years, 

makes 
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makes  them  look  with  abhorrence  on  thofe  fanguinary  ^  O  O  K 

fcenes  of  raphte  and  maCacre,  that  are  fo  familiar  to'na- 

tions  of  a  irariike  turn.   With-fuch  difpofitibns,  can  we 

wopder  that  the  Chinefe  are  not  warriorB  ?  They  hare 

foldiers  without  number^  but  totally  nndifcipiined,  except 

in  the  iingle  article  of  obedience,  being  ftill  more  deficient 

in  pradioe  'than  in  courage.    In  their  wars  with  the  Tar« 

tars,  the  Chtnefe  knew  not  how  to  fight,  and  only  ftooi 

to   be  killed*    Their  attachment  to  their  governments 

their  country  and  their  Jaws,  may  fupply  the  want  of  a 

warlike  fpirit,  but  will  never  fupply  the  want  of  good 

arms,  and  military  ikiU.    When  a  nation  has  found  the 

art  of  fubduing -its  conquerors  by  its  manners^  it  has  qo 

occafion  to  overcome  its  enemies  by  force  of  arms. 

Such  is  the  empive  of  China  fo  much  talked  of,  and  fo 
little  known.  Soch  it  was,  when  the  Portugu^fe  landed 
there.  They  might  have  learned  in  it  lefions  of  wifdom 
and  government,  but  they  thought  of  nothing  but  enrich- 
ing themfelves,  and  propagating  their  religion.  Thomas 
Perez^  their  amhafladof,  found  the  court  of  Pekin  difpofe4 
to  favour  his  nation,  whofe  fame  had  fpread  itfelf  through^ 
put'Afla.  It  had  already  attra^d  the  efteem  of  the 
Chioelf ,  and  the  condnft  of  Ferdinand  Andrada,  who 
CQinmandtd  tbe  Poftuguefe  fquadroii,  tended  ftill  farther 
to  increafe  dieir  efteem.  He  vifited  all  the  coafts,  of 
China,  and  traded  with  the  natives.  When  he  was  on 
th^  point  of  departure,  he  made  proclamation  in  the  ports 
he  had  put  into,  that  if  apy  one  had  been  injured  by  a 
Portuguefe,  and  would  ^ake  it  known  he  Ihould  receive 
fatisfaiftion.  The  ports  of  China  were  now  upon  the 
point  of  being  opened  to  them :  Thomas  Perez  was  juft 
about  concluding  a  treaty,  when  Simon  Andrada, 
brother  to  Ferdinand,  appeared  on  the  coafts  with  a  frelh 
fquadron.  This  commander  treated  the  Chinefe  in  the 
feme  manner  as  the  Poi-fuguefe  had,  for  fome  time,  treat- 
ed ail  the  people  of  Afia.     He  biijlt  a  fort  without  per- 
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BOOK  miflkm,  in  the  ifland  of  Taroao,  from  whence  he  took 
opportunities  of  piUaging,  and  extorting  money  from  all 
the  (hips  bound  frosa,  ov  to  the  ports  of  Ctuna*    He  car* 
ri^d  off  young  girls  &<mxi  the  costft;  he    feized    upon 
Chinefemen  and  made  them  flaves;  he  gavehimfelf  up  to 
the  moft  licentious  ads  of  piracy,  and  the  moft  fhameful 
diflblutenefs.     The  failors  and  foldiers  under  his  com* 
mand»  followed  his  example*    The  Chineie  enraged  at 
thefe  violences  fitted  out  a  large  fleet :  The  Portuguefe 
defended  themielves  courageoufly,  and  e^ped  by  mak* 
ing  their  way  through  the  enemy's  fleet.    The  emperor 
impriibned  Thomas  Perez,  who  died  in  confinement,  and 
the  Portuguefe  nation  was  banifhed  from  China  for  fome 
years ;  after  this  the  Chinele  relaxed  and  gave  permifiioa 
to  the  Portuguefe  to  trade  at  the  port  of  Sancian,  to  which 
place  they  brought  gold  from  Africa,  fpices  from  the  Mo- 
lucca ifiands,  and  from  Ceylon,    elephants  teeth,    and 
fome  precious  ftones.    In  return  they  took  filks  of  erery 
kind,  china,  gams,  medicinal  herbs  and  tea,   which  is 
fince  become  (6  neceflary  a  c<»nmodity  to  the  northern 
nations  of  Europe* 

The  Portuguefe  contented  themfelves  with  the  fhtds, 
and  offices  they  had  at  Sancian,  and  the  liberty  granted 
to  their  trade  by  the  Chinele  gOTernment,  till  an  oppor- 
tunity offered  of  eflabliflilng  themfehres  upon  a  footing 
more  folid,  and  lefs  dependent  upon  the  mandarins,  who 
had  the  command  of  the  coafL 

A  PIRATE,  named  Tokang-fi4oo,  whofe  fucceffors  had 
made  him  powerful,  had  feized  upon  the  ifland  of  Macao« 
from  whence  he  blocked  up  the  ports  of  China,  and  even 
proceeded  fo  far  as  to  lay  fiege  to  Canton.  The  neigh- 
bouring mandarins  had  recourfe  to  the  Portuguefe,  who 
had  (hips  in  the  harbour  of  Sancian ;  they  haflened  to 
the  relief  of  Canton,  raiied  the  fiege,  and  obtained  a 
compleat  vidory  over  the  -pirate,  whom  they  purfued  as 
far  as  Macao,  where  he  killed  himfelf, 
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fio^ed  M^cao  on  thes^.^s^markof  his  gratitude.  They 
xe^ei^^d  ^is  grant  with  joy,  and  hullfia  town  which  bf^ 
fcame  very  flourilhingy  -and  was  adva#jb9gfOufly  -filiated 
for  the  trade  they  foon  after  entered  into  with  Jajpaa. 

In  the  year  154a;  it  happened  ^at  ja  Poxtuguefe  ytSA  T^elxgia. 
fortunately  was  driven  by  a  ftorm  on  -the'  oeafk  of  thofe  Ponuguefe 
celebrated  iflands.    The  cfew  was  hofpitably  receired»  tra^eiaj*- 
and  obtained  of  the  natives  every  thing  they  wanted  to  fiatc  of  d» 
rtfrcOi,  and  refit  them  for  the  fea.     When  they  arrived  ]^^^ 
at  Goa,  th^y  reported  what  they  had  feen,  and  informed 
the  viceroy,  that  a  new  country,  not  le&  rich  than  popn- 
4ous,  defeated  itfetf  to  the  zeal  of  nufftonanes,  and  the 
Induftiy  of  merchants.    Both  miffionaries,  and  merchants 
embarked  without  delay  for  Japan. 

They  found  a  great  empire,  whicli  is,  perhaps,  the  moft 
ancient  of  any  in  the  worldy^xcept  that  of  China;  its  an- 
nals are  not  .without  a  great  mixtare  of  fable,  but  it  ap- 
pears beyond  a  doubt,  that  in  the  year  660,  Sin-chn 
founded  the  monarchy,  which  has  ever  finoe  been  con- 
tinued in  the  fame  family.  Theie-  fovereigns  called 
J>airos,  were  at  the  fame  time  the  kings,  and  thepontifiiB 
4>f  the  nation ;  and  by  virtue  of  thefe  united  powers  got 
the  whole  extent  of  the  fupreme  authority  into  their 
hands.  The  perfbn  of  the  J>airo$  was  facred,  they  were 
coniidered  as  the  defcendants,  and  repre&ntatives  of  the 
gods.  The  leaft  difobedience  to  the  moft  trifling  of  their  ^ 
laws,  was  looked  upon  as  a  crime  fcarcely  to  be  expiated 
by  the  fevereft  puniihmentsi  nor  were  they  confined  to 
the  offender  alone,  his  whole  family  was  involved  in  the 
^onfequences  of  his  crime.^ 

About  the  eleventh  century  theie  princes,  who,  no 
doubt,  were  more  jealous  of  the  pleafing  prerogatives  of 
prielihood,  than  of  the  tronblelbme  ri^ts  of  royalty, 
divided  the  fiate  with  feveral  governments,  and  intrufted 

the 


lot  HlSTORy  ©F  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

9  O  O  K  the  admimftradon  of  them  to  fuch  of  the  nobility  as  were 
moft  diftinguifhed  for  their  knowledge  and  wifdona. 

Br  this  means  the  unlimited  power  of  the  Dairos  (iif- 
fered  a  confiderable  change*  The  afFairs  of  the  emph-e 
were  left  to  fluftuate  at  all  adventures.  The  reftlefs  and 
quick  lighted  ambition  of  tl^eir  viceroys  took  advantage 
of  this  inattention  .to  make  a  thoufand  revolutions.  By 
degrees  they  began  to  depart  from  the  allegiance  they 
bad  fworn  to  prefervc.  They  made  war  upon  each  other. 
And  even  upon  their  fovereign :  an  abfolute  independence 
was  the  confequence  of  thefe  commotions^  fuch  Was  the 
ftate  of  Japan»  when  it  was  difcovered  by  the  Portuguefe. 

T^a  great  iflands,  of  which  this  empire  is  composed, 
being  (ituatcd  in  a  tcmpeftuout  climate  furrounded  by 
Aorms,  agitated  by  volcanos,  and  fubjed  to  thofe  great 
natural  events,  which  imprefs  terror  oh  the  human  mind, 
were  inhabited  by  a  people  entirely  addicted  to  furperfti* 
tion,  but  divided  into  feveral  fe^ls.  That  of  Xinto  is 
the  ancient  eflabliihed  religion  of  the  country:  it  ac« 
knowledges  a  fupreme  being,  and  the  immortality  of  the 
foul ;  ^nd  pays  adoration  to  a  multitude  of  gods,  'ftjiits, 
or  camis,  that  is  to  fay  the  fouls  of  great  men,  who  have 
been  the  fupport  and  ornament  *  of  their  country.  The 
high-prieft  of  this  feft  held  the  government  of  Japan  undor 
the  name  of  Dairo.  He  was  defcended  from  the  gods,  and 
in  that  quality  reigned  defpotically  over  his  fubje^s.  Being 
both  emperor  and  high-prieft,  lie  has  rendered  religion,  in 
fome  refpefts,  ufefiil  to  his  people,  which  is  not  abfblutely 
impoflible  in  countries  were  the  facerdotal  and  civil  power 
are  united  in  the  fame  perfon. 

-Jt  docs  not  appear  that  the  fe£k  of  Xinto  has  had  the 
madnefs,  which  of  all  others  is  the  moft  dangerous  to  mo- 
rafity,  to  fix  a  criminal  ftigma  on  anions  innocent  in  them- 
felves.  Far  from  encouraging  that  gloomy  fanaticifm, 
and  fejir  of  thi^gods,  which  is  infpired  by  almoft  all  other 
religions,  the  Xinto  kSi  had  applied  itfelf  to  prevent,  or 


ail  fcaftto«oderate  IfliH'dffordef  oF  the  imgihation,  by  B  6  6  C: 
iiiftiwtwiy'  fefeVals,  ii*iiich  '^re  cdcbrated- Aree  times  ih 
ti4rf  month.  *Thcy'#eVi*  dedicated  to  friendly  vifits, 
f«afts/and  rcjoicrfigs.  The  priefts  of  5finto  ta"ught,  thkf 
the  iiinoceht  pldafures  of^trikfikind  are  agreeable  to  tlie 
deityV  and'that  the  beft  methbtl  of  Spaying  devotion  to 
the  Caniis  is  fo  ynitateiheir  Virtues,  and  to  enj6y  in  this 
world,  that  happinefs  they  enjoy  In  anothen '  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  tenet,  the  Japanefe  after  having  put  up 
Aeir  prayers  in  the  ifettiples,  which  are  always  lituatcd  ia 
the  midft  of  groves,  reforted  to  courtezans,  wKo  com- 
monly inhabited  places  coniecrated  to  love,  alid  devotion, 
and  compofed  a  religious  community  under  the  direfUon 
of  an  order  of  monks  who  received  a  fhare  of  the  pro^ts^ 
arifing  from  this  pious  compliance  with  the  dictates  of 

•  r  .      *  I  ,  ,  J  f 

nature. 

The  Budzoifls  are  another  fe£l  in  Japan,  of  which 
Bud^b^  was  the  founder.  Their  doctrine  was  nearly 
the.  fame  with  that  of  the  feft  of  Xinto;  over  which  they 
hoped  to  gain  a  fuperlority  by  the  feverity  of  their  mo- 
rals, Befides  Amida,  the  deity  of  the  Xintoifts,  the 
tljiidzoifls  worflirpped  a  kind  of  mediator  between  God 
aiid  mankind.  They  likewife  wor(hipped  other  mediato** 
rial  divinities  between  men  and  Amida.  The  profelTors  of 
this  religion,  flattered  themfelvcs,  that  they  ihould  prc'^ 
vail  over  the  religion  of  Xinto  by  the  multitude  of  their 
precepts,  the  exccfs  of  their  aufterity,  their  devotions 
and  mortifications. 

The  fpirit  of  fiudzoifm  is  dreadful.  It  breathes  nothing 
but  peniteuce,  exceflive  fear,  and  cruel  feverity.  Of  all 
fanaticifms  it  is  the  moit  terrible.  The  monks  of  this  fe£l 
oblige  their  difciples  to  pafs  one  half  of  their  lives  in 
penance,  to  expiate  imaginary  fins;  and  infiifl  upon  them 
the  greatcft  part  of  that  penance  themfelves,  with  a  ty- 
ranny and  cruelty,  of  which  one  may  conceive  an  idea," 
from  the  inquifitors  in  Spain ;  with  this  difference,  that 

the 
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E  O  o  K^  the  JapaacJGe  fsUhers  are  theinfeiy«s  ^e  butct^s.  oCtbefo 
voluntary  vifiUms  to  fnperftitioa ;-  whereas  ithf  lAquifitofs 
are  only  the  judges  of  thofe  iiiis  and  punifhmcnts,  which 
they  have  themfelves  devifcd  and  invented.  The  Budzoifts 
prijefts  keep  the  minds  of  their  followers  in  a  continual 
ftate  of  torture,  between  remorfc  and  expiations^  Their 
religion  is  fo  over-loaded  with  precepts,  that  it  is  not 
poflible  to  obferve  them.  They  reprcfent  their  gods  aa 
always  defirous  to  punilh,  and  always  offended. 

It  may  readily  be  imagined,  what  cffcas  fo  horrible  a 
fuperftition  muft  have  on  the  charafter  of  the  people,  and 
to  what  degree  of  ferocity  it  hath  brought  them.  The 
lights  of  a  wholefome  morality,  a  little  philofflphy,  a 
prudent  fyftem  of  education  might  have  remedied  thefe 
laws,  this  goyemment,  and  this  religion;  which  con- 
ipife  to  'make  mankind  more  favage  in  fociety  with  his 
own  fpccies,  than  if  he  lived  in  the  woods,  and  had  no 
companioni'but  the  monfters  that  roam  tfte  defert?- 

In  China,  they  put  into  the  hands  of  childrfn  books,  of 
inftructiX)n,  which  contain  a  detaU  of  their  duties,  ajid 
teach  them  the  advantages  of  virtue. '  The  Japanefe  chil- 
dren are  made  to  get  by  heart  poems  in  which  the  actions 
of  their  fdrefathers  are  celebrated,  a  contempt  of  life  is 
inculcated,  and  fuicide  is  fet  up  as  the  moft  heroic  of  ail 
actions.  Thefe  foiigs  and  poems,  which  are  faid  to  be 
full  of  energy  and  beauty,  beget  enthufiafm.  The  Chi- 
nefe  education  tends  to  regulate  the  foul,  and  keep  it 
in  order :  the  Japanefe,  to  inflame  and  excite  it  to  he- 
roifm.  Thefe  are  guided  through  life  by  fentiment;  the 
Chinefe  by  reafon  and  cuftom. 

The  Chinefe  aim  only  at  truth  in  their  writings,  and 
place  their  happinefs  in  a  ftate  of  tranquility.  The  Ja- 
panefe have  a  quick  relifli  of  pleafures,  and  would  rather 
fuffer,  than  be  without  feeling.  In  fine,  the  Chinefe 
feem  to  wilh  to  counteract  the  violence  and  impetuofity  of 

the 
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tkp  foul;  the  Japanefe  to  keep  it.lrom, finking  into  a  &  o  o  ic 
ilate  of  languor  and  Ipactivity. 

It  is  natural  to  imagine  ^that  people  of  this,  character 
muft  be  fond  of  novelty.  The  Poxtngu^ie  were  accord* 
dingly  received  with  all  ppiTible  demonflrations  of  joy* 
All  tbe  ports,  wer^  open  to  thegiw  AH  the  petty  princes 
<>f  llie  country  invited  them  to  thetr  provinces :  each  con* 
tending  w^o  fliould  giye  t^^iu  the  nouoft  valuable  advaa^ 
tages,  grant  them,  the  moft  privileges^  and  ihev^  th^m  the 
greafteft  cWiliti^.  Thc^e  g^f^^l^l^Kfts  efta^laihf  ^  a  -prodi- 
gious  trade;  :The  Portugik^^  c^>l^  thither^the  com* 
modities  of  India  which  they  brought  from .  different 
markets  j  and  Ma^ao  ierved  a«a,r^pofitory  f^r  their  Eura« 
pean  go^ds^  Immimfe  qii^an^tieB  of  the  pro^juctioi^s  of 
Europe  apd  Afia.wer^  confupMd  by  the  Dairo,  the  uftufen 
of  bis  rights*  the  grandees^  and  the  whole  nation^  Bat 
what  faav«  they  to  give  in  return  i 

The  country  of  Japan  is  in  gener^  mottntainous*  ftr^ng, 
and  by  no  means  fertile*  lis  produce  in  rice,  harlcy»  and 
wheats  which  are , the  only  crop^ii:  admits  of»  is  noit  AMK^ 
cient  for  the  maWenance  of  its  numerous  inhabitants; 
who*  notwithftanding  their  a£iivity*  foreftght,  and  fru^ 
gality,  muft  periih  with  famine*  if  the.fea  did  not  fupply 
them  with  |;reat  quantities  of  fi(h.  ,  7he  empire  affords  no 
productions  proper  for  exporta^oa ;  nor  do  the  mechanic 
arts  furnifh  any  article  of  trade  but  their  works  of  fteel, 
which  are  the  heft  we  are  acquainted  with/ 

Wfias  it  not  for  the  advantages  it  derives  from  its  mines 
of  gold,  filver*  and  copper*  which  are  the  richeft  in  Aiia» 
and  perhaps  in  the  whole  world*  Japan  could  not  fupport 
its  c^n  expences.  The  Portuguefe  every  year  carried  oiBF 
quantities  of  thefe  metals*  to  the  amount  of  fourteen^  or 
£fteen  millions  of  livres>., .  They  married  alfo  the  richeft 

^  C7poa  »  avange^  abom:634*oo»l« 
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BOOK  of  the  Japanefe  heircffes,  and  allied  themfelves  to  the  indft 
^   ,    *_    f  powerful  families. 

Extent  of  With  fuch  advantages  the  avarice,  as  well  as  the  ambi- 
it^fc'Xrai.  ^'^^^  ®^  *^  Portnguefe,  might  have  been  fttisfied.  They 
Bi'ons  ia  the  wcrc  maftcrs  of  the  coafts  of  Guineay  Arabia,  Perfia,  and 
the  two  Peninfulas  6f  India.  They  were  pofiefled  of  the 
Moluccas,  Ceylon,  and  the  iflcs  of  Sunda,  while  tfieirfet- 
tlement  at  Macao  iitfiired  to  them  the  commerce  of  China 
and  Japan.  '  • 

THRductiouf  thits  immehfe  traft,  the  will  of  the  For*- 
tuguefe  was  the  fupreme  law.  Earth  and  i^a  ackmrw-> 
ledged  thehr  fovercignty.  Their  authority  vtras  fo  abfoltttcf,- 
that  things  and  per(bos  wefe  dependent  upon  them,  and 
moved  intirely  by  their  diieftions.  No  nation  or  private 
perfon  dared  t6  make  voyaged,  or  carry  on  trade,  without 
obtaining  their  permiffion  and  pafTJiort.  Thofe  who  had 
this  liberty  granted  thdm,  Hirete  prbhlbited  from  trading 
in  cinnamon,  ginger^  pepper,  *  timber,  iron,  fteel,  lead, 
tin,  and  arms,  of  which  the  conquerors  referved  to  them- 
ielves  the  exclufive  benefit.  A  thoufand  valuable  articles^ 
by  which  fo  many  nations  have  fince  enriched  themfelvesi 
and  which  then,  bdre  a  higher  price  on  account  of  liielr 
novelty^  were  intirely  engrofled  by  the  Portuguefe.  In 
confeqitence  of  this  monopoly,  the  price  of  the  produce 
and  manufadures  both  in  Europe  and  Af!a  were'  regulated 
at  their  difcretion. 

In  the  midft  of  fo  much  gldry,  wealth,  and  conqueft, 
the  Portuguefe  had  not  neg!e6led  that  part  of  Africa, 
which  lies  between  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ^nd  the  Red 
Sea,  and  has  in  all  ages  been  famed  for  the  richnefs  of  Its 
produdions.  The  pofleliion  6f  this  country  #as  on  many 
accounts  an  important  objedt :  the  Arabians  had  been  fet- 
tied  there  for  feveral  ages,  and  tlieir  numbers  were  greatly 
increafed.  They  had  formed  along  the  coaft  of  Zan- 
guebar  feveral  fmall  independent  fovereignties,  feme  of 
^jbich  made  a  conliderable  figure^  and  almofl  all  of  them 

were 
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wke  ^  yi^  ^doiiitfkiM.    The  ftcmiiftlftg  ftlite  of  tlxefe  fit-  B  O  Q  K 

'tlcmehts  was  owing  to  mines  of  gold  and  filver,"  which 

\h»f  fy^PA  wklnji  their  ns^edsve  territbrres>  the  ptudnce 

'\0f  wf^iUk  «^abi«d  thfem  to  ptifchafe  tht  cottimoditi^s  d( 

India.    To  poiTeis  thpmfelvcs  of  thb  tttrafttre,  sthd  to  de- 

^td  «hi^  oolAf^tjftors  of  it»  ^s  io^lcei  upon  as  ah  indif- 

peo'febte'dtfE)^  hf  the  PoTtiisftiiefe.    Agreeable  to  this  prin- 

ciple,  thefe  Arabian  merchahts  were  attacked,  and  without 

teuck'^euhy  lt<>4ueiii   ^bont  the  year  1508.    Upon 

their  icvmB  Wks  formed  an  empipe»  which  extended  from 

Sofa}a  as  far  as  Melinda,  of  which  the  iflandof  Mofamb^ue 

wee  piede  chb  tenter*    This  Mhnd  is  feparaltedfroin  the 

'eeatjtoent  etAy  bf.  a^iiarrow  channel,  zri,d  is  hp  piore  than 

twe  leagues  iil  drcumterence.     Its  poVt,  which  is  excel- 

lent,  aod  wants  nothing  but  a  pui^r  aif^  was  fixed  upon  as 

%  place  fik  tiie  yvKtb  of  the  conqueror  to  put  in  at,  and  a$ 

a  liable  <ier  ell  tlifeir  mcrchaiidife.    Here  they  werje  xifed  t6 

Irait  lor  tthtefe 'fettled  winds,  which  at  certain  times  of  the 

year  blow  without  iiiter^iifion  frona  thi?  African  to  the 

)n#iaceefts,  a^  at  other  times  of  the  year  they  blow  in  zn 

iDpp^^ftti^  diiiedion  from  the  toafls  of  India  to  thofe  of 

TiUs^  fifccdfe^h>perly  knproyeci  rtilght  have  formed  fo  Comiptioe 

tojifidcrablc  a  power,  that  touici  not  be  fhakc^n ;  but  the  vices  tugocfrHr 

^nd  foilf  of  fixme  oFiSiefr  thlefs,  the  abufe  of  riches  ^nd  of  la^iia, 

foivtfir,  Ac  wailitoiltafi  of  viaory,   the  diftahce  of  their 

lowH  ceufttiy*,  had  changed  the  chatader  of  the  Portugueie. 

-The  rt|i|^oxi8  2tal^  which  had  added  fo  much  force  and 

iadivity  to  their  couiNige»  ndw  produced  iii  them  nothing 

hnt  fereckyi     Ithty  itoade  no  fbruple  of  pillagiag,  <;heat- 

ittg,  aiMeMalpiiig  idolaters;   They  f^ppofed  that  the  Pope; 

.ift  toftowittg  the  kingdoms  of  Alia  upoti  the  Portuguefe 

lAOtierehS)  had  Mt  with-held  the  pi^o^rty  of  individual 

ffom  tjsietr  iubjeAl.    Being  become  abfoly te  mailers  of  the 

e:^kepn  ^s^  thqy  extorted  a  tribute  froiii  the  ihips  of  every 

country;  they  ravaged  the  coafts,   infulted  the  princes, 

*    Vol.  L  I  and 
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BOOK  and  became  in  a  ihort  time  the  terror  and  fcour^  of  all 
nations. 

The  king  of  Sidor  was  carried  off  from,  his  own  palace« 
and  murdered  with  his  children,  whom  he  had  entrui^ed  to 
the  care  of  the  Portuguefe.  ,      , 

At  Ceylon,  the  people  were  not  fufFered  to  cultivate  tjie 

■  *         '  ' 

earthy  except  for  their  new  mailers,  who  treated  th^m^with. 
the  grcateft  barbarity.  ..,..». 

At  Goa  they  had  eftabliihcd  the  inquifitipn,  and  whycj- 
ever  was  rich  became  a  prey  to  the  minlfters  of  that  infa- 
mous  tribunal. 

Faria,  who  was  fent  out  againft  thepiraties  from. Ma- 
lacca,  China,  and  other  parts,  made  a  defcent..9iL«^hc 
ifland  of  Calampui,  and  plundered  the  l^pulchre|i,of  ,the 
emperors  of  Chma.  ^^^ 

SouzA  caufed  all  the  pagodas  on  the  M^l^ar  cp^{(  to 
be  deftroyed,  and  his  people  inhumanly  malTacred  Jjio 
wretched  Indians,  who  went  to  weep  over  the  ruin#  pf..their 
temples. 

CoRREA  terminated  an  obftinate  war  wit]^  thg  iiiiygj>{ 
Pegu,  and  both  parties  were  to  fwear  oi>  th^  bof^k^ pi  tj^r 
feveral  religions  to  obferve  the  treaty^  .  .Corrpa  f)vc^c^^  a 
colleflion  of  fongs,  and  thought  by  this  vi^e^^^^t^^^^o 

elude  his  engagement.  ,...-;••.#.  i-/-j' 

NuNO  da  Cunha  would  make  ,himfelf  maibx  x>f  the 
ifland  of  Damanag  on  the  coall  of  QalJ[^]r^■i.;^^^,}^ir 
tant8  offered  to  furrender  it  to.Uii^j^^if. he,.wouljcl/Hflfer 
them  to  carry  off  their  treafui:es.  ,T|ii^.x9^i)d^^y(a^J|^- 
fufed,  and  Nuno  put  them  all  to  the  Anfonl.  .    „  .  .  i 

Diego  de  Silveira  was  .cruizing  ia  the  .r^,  ^a^  i  A 
vefTel  richly  laden  fainted  him*  The.9^p(ta«in,t)C^Vi^:v^<^ 
board,  and  gave  him  a  letter  from  a  JPo^tug^qfe  g^iieral, 
which  was  to  be  his  pafiport.  The  l^Jj^fU*  cQnta^a4«94|ly 
thefe  words  :  I  defire  the  captains  of  Jhi^s  belongj^g  ^  ^%he 
khig  of  Portugal  tofeizf  n^cn  this  moQriJb  viJfaU  as,  a  kmful 
frlzg. 
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<1h  a  ffjort  time  the  Portugucfe  pfeferved  no  morehumk-  »  *)  O  IC 
hity  or  good  faith  t^ith  each  othdr  than  with  the  natives.  i_,  -^  -,1* 
AlmbftdU.the  ftatcs,  where  they  had  the  command,  were 
divided  into  feAlons. 

Th  £11 E  previdied  every  where  in  their  manners  a  mixture 
of  avarice,  debauchery,  cruelty  and  devotion*  They  had 
moft  of  them  feven  or  eight  concubined^  whom  they  kept 
to  work  with  the  utmoft  rigour^  and  forced  from  them 
tlxc  money  they  gained  by  their  labour.  Such  treatment 
of  women  was  very  different  from  the  fpirit  of  chivaliy. 

Tbb  chiefs^  and  principal  officers,  admitted  to  their 
table  a  muhitude  of  thofe  finging  and  dancing  women, 
with  which  India  abounds;  Effeminacy  introduced  itfelf 
into^eir  houfes  and  armies.  The  officers  marched  to 
sieet  the  enemy  in  palankeens.  That  brilliant  courage^ 
which  had  fiibdued  fo  many  nations,  exifted  no  longef- 
among  them.  '  The  Portuguefe  were  with  difficulty  brought 
to  fight,  except  where  there  was  a  profpedt  of  plunder* 
In  a  ihok-t  time  the  king  of  Portugal  ufed  td  receive  the  ^  . 

pfioduce  of  tht  tribute,  which  was  paid  him  by  more  than 
one  huodrcd  and  fifty  es^trn-  princes.     This  mortey  was  V 

loft  in  its  way  from  them  to  him.  Such  corruption  pre-^. 
TsSMiaitheBnances,  thit  the  tributes  of  fovereigns,  the  ^ 

rerenuBSof  ptotinccs,  which  ought  to  have  been  immenfe^ 
thfi/>VtaJcds'  they  levied  in  gold,  fdver,  and  fpices,  on.  the 
inbahttants  of  die  continent  and  iflands,  were  not  fufficient 
'fo  keej^.tkp  a  fim  (Citadels,  bad  to  fit  out  the  fhipping  that 
Urai  ihdsetBtfy  for  the  pi^teAion  of  trade«    ,  . 

It  is  ft  mehainti6\y  view  to  contemplate  the  fall  of  natidns*  ^ 

Le«^iii  buftetf  to  the  ddminiftration  of  Don  Juan  da  Caftro^ 
whb  roRintd^ta  the  Pornigueft  fome  part  of  their  virtue. 

Castko.  wte  mtkch  enlightened  cdnfidenng  the  age  h6 
^fid  ia.  *  He  pofleffed  a  noble  and  efevated  foul ;  and  the 
Hiidy  of  the  ancientis  had  preferved  in  him  that  love  of 
glory  and  of  bis  country^  which  was  fo  common  among; 
the  Greeks  aibd  Romans. 

I  a  U 
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Itf  the  beginning  <^f  hk  wiie  aa<l  glorious  admiaiArfttibft^ 
Coje-Sophao,  muiifter  of  Mahmoud,  kkt^  of  Cambaya« 
had  inijiiBed  his  mafter  With  t  de(igh  of  attaickihg  the  ?^t* 
ttigiiefe.  This  mah,  whofe  father  is  (aid  to  ftare  bfceA  atl 
italian,  and  hh  mother  a  Greets  faaid  raifcd  him&lf  from 
flaveiy  tO  the  condudt  of  the  ftate,  and  the  ooi^mand  of 
armies.  He  had  made  hlxstfelf  a  MtifRiIinan«^  aAd>'  fiK)Ugh . 
he  had  rfcaliy  no  religtoo,  he  knew  how  to  4tatl  himfel^ 
of  the  averfion  the  people  had  conccSrcd  agaioft  tbe  Portu- 
guefcy  on  accbtfnt  of  the  contempt  they  Aewed  for  the  re-f 
ligions  of  the  countiy.  He  engaged  in  his  fenrke  e^^e-* 
ricaced  officers*  veteran  fbhiiers,  able  engineers,,  and  tviit 
fimitdefcs,  whom  he  got  firoai  Co^ftaocuiofile.  Ha  prepay 
ivtiOiM  ieemed  mtended  i^gaiail  the  Mogitt  or  the  Patans^' 
and  when  the  Portuguefe  leeift  expelled  it,  he  attacked  and 
made  himfelf  maAer  of  D'ol,  and  bid  (iegt  tO-the  citadeL  • 

Tflis  p)ace»  which  is  fituated  on  %  litttelflaad  iipon*^ 
coalt  of  Quztiraty  had  always  heenrioafidered  as  the  key 
of  Iildid  in  tfaofe  times*  wheii  mmgatops  nerer  lamic^^d 
out  frofn  xhfi  Qoaft;  and  6^rdt  vii»  the  grtai  laple.oftfae 
eiUiu  Fro«i  the  arrival  of  G«ma»  it  had  heefo  ts>o&lMf 
an  obtieQ  of  andntiofi  to  the  Portugmeft;*  ihto  whdfehbifiU 
k  ftU  «t  length  iti  the  tiisc  of  d'Aciigfaata.-  MafieaoehU*^ 
Vdio  was  ^yefnor  of  it  at  the  jnn^ic  we  tre  ^^teaidiig'  d^ 
iioukl have  liad  nme  hundred  men»  of  wliicfa  hblutd  oni^ 
liunee :  the  reft  of  hes  garriCiik^'hy  an  abnfe  ^rtfijrti^in^k 
kk  thp&  isys,  were  emplo^d  in  ^ade  at  th#'  'dHTtliertt 
towns  upon  the  coaft.  iic  intrft  liavelbntlitfiaad^'tfllk 
had  tan  te<2eived.iiii»iedncte  «tliaanoe;  OkSbto  fcbt  hM '^ 
tein&itement  uiMicr  the  ooikummd  of  )tii  foti;  Mio  ini 
killed  in  the  attempt,  Coji^Sopliar  was  kSIM  alftr|  But 
kifi  death  did  not  flackeH  ike  <openBtioii9'ef  )iM  A%t. 

Q*2TR0  ioftttutect  ^£uD0ial  ganea  in  honour  oFthttlh  who 
fdl  in  dtfenoe  of  thdr  co9>Mry*  ffe  eongncttttatod  thei^ 
parents  in  dbe  -dame  of  the  govemnosat*  nnd  xeoetvedoocl* 
gratulatioDS  himftlf  on  the  death  of  his  dideft  fon.    Vta 
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fttoiti  pusfifM  at  fhe  foii^itd  g^fi^i^  ^^  marched  imme^  B  ^  6  K 
^tvtjT  sfter  for  Pta>  td  ieSarPt,  aa  it  were,  the  honouti 
tie  h^  j^  fceeo  pttyjng  to  his  brother.  The  ^rriTon  re^ 
gulfed  thei  eiiem/  in  every  il(iack»  Mi  %iialiase4  fheni(elve« 
itTery  day  ^  ctfraferdiBaty  a^i«o«.  In  the  eye»  ef  the 
iftdSahS'  A/^  Fortitgiiefe  wera  nvcirc  that^  men.  Nappffyj 
jfaid  they,  provi^enci  has  decreed  that  therijhoutd  bt  hut  few 
tfihm  us  thin  Orif  <if  tjgsrs  and  Ifo/fs,  lefi  thtyfitali  exter^. 
jnimff  tke  bunnm  fpactes, 

CAS'fftohimfelf  hea^l^rd  a  larger  reinfereesneht  than  thofe 
lie  ha^l  &&t#  He  threw  bimfelf  hit€>  the  cjtadel  with  pro- 
vifion;9,  and  above  four  thoufand  men. '  It  waa  debated,, 
«trhniyer  they  ft)px&&  give  htttfle^  The  reafons  on  both 
Ades  were*  dtfcofled.  Garcia^  d^  Sd^  an  old  oAcer,  corn- 
ana  nded  (ikn<:e ;  Y€  h^e  aUfp^i^a,  faid  he,  not»  tet  m  fight. 
X^ailro  was  of  the  ^iitie^opiaiod.  The  Porttiguefe  niarchcd: 
out  ^  the;  txmx^^  intrenc^nief^r^.  ^iSl^  gained  a  %i^al  vtc-- 
^pCfty.  Afftr  4\avj^g  raiiftd  ttie  iiege,  k  wa«  neeeflary  to. 
vepair  the  cUadel,  They  wei>e  ia  want  0C  money,  an4 
^aftro  borroured  U  oA  his  own  credit^ 

<Af  his  ictuxft  to  ^Goa  hi  wjihed  to  give  hi?  af my  the 
^ooaucs  of  ^  triumph  after  the  nuanner  of  the  ancients. 
i^  t(iQiq(ht  that  fiioh  honours  woi^d  ferve  to  revive  the 
fRariikft  fpim  of  the  Forttigviefe,  atid  that  the  pomp  of 
t^  ^pBTflkioary  l^ht  have  a  great  etfe^  on  the  imdgina- 
fien,  0f  xb<|  people..  At  bis  entry  the  gates  of  the  city 
.wyiy^  [»pyaitigntyi  with  trMi«nphal  arches  \  the  ftreets  vvetie 
lim^m^  tapeAiy  >the  wpincn  appeared  at  the  windows 
^  lyagi^^Cnt  habits^,  (aaad  fcattered  -^wers  and  perfumes 
.upi^.t)^c0ij>queror«.9  .w|>^  the  people  dan.ced  to  the 
IpfW^d  nt  iiiftnuni»m  of  xnufic.  The  royal  ftandard  was 
.caHTied>l)efoire.|he^^6^iiQus.  fddiers,,  who  marched  in  or-. 
4efk  The.  vipeW'  c«o»:xied  witli  •  branches  of  pahn  rode 
«ava'6ipftft>.  c^.s  4he  geAeraU  of  the  enemy  followed  his 
^i^i<4[y;after  -them  the  foldjers  that  had  been  made  pri- 
-liME^iB*  "7i^  o^lOiUK .  that  had.  been  taken  from  them* 
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BOOK  were  carried  in  proceflion  renrerled  and  dragging  on  tto 
ground,  and  were  followed  by  their  artilieiy  and  baggage. 
Reprefentations  of  tlie  citadel  they  had  delivered,  and  of 
the  battle  they  had  gained,  enhanced  the  iplendor  of  the 
fpedacle,  Verfes,  fongs,  orations,  firing  of  ^anon,  every 
thing  concurred  to  nender  the  fefUral  magnificent,  agree- 
able, and  ftriking. 

Accounts  of  this  triumph  were  brought  to  Europe, 
The  wits  condemned  it  as  ridiculous,  the  bigots  as  pro«- 
fane.  The  queen  of  Portugal  faid  upon  the  occ^f&on.  That 
Cafiro  bad  conquired  like  a  chriftian  ber0  and  triumphed 
like  a  pagan  one. 

The  vigour  of  the  Portuguefe,  which  CaAro  had  re^ani- 
mated,  did  not  long  continue.  Corruption  made  daily  adr 
vances  among  the  citizens  of  every  clafs.  One  df  the 
viceroys  iet  up  boxes  in  the  principal  towns,  in  which  any 
perfon  might  put  memoriala  and  articles  of  intelligence. 
Such  a  method  might  be  very  ufeful  and  tend  to  a  refor- 
mation of  abufes  in  an  enlightened  country,  where  the 
morals  of  the  people  were  not  totally  fpoiled,  but  among 
4  fuperftitious  and  corrupt  people  of  what  fervice  could 
it  be? 

The  original  conquerors  of  India  were  none  of  them 
now  fubfifting,  and  their  country  exhaufled  by  too  many 
enterprizes  and  colonies  was  not  in  a  capacity  to  replace 
them-  The  defenders  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlements  were 
born  in  Ada ;  their  opulence,  the  foftnefs  of  the  climate, 
the  manner  of  living,  and,  perhaps,  the  food  had  taken 
from  them  much  of  the  intrepidity  of  their  forefathers. 
At  the  fame  time  that  they  gave  themfelvcs  up  to  all  thofe 
excefies  which  make  men  hated,  they  did  not  retain  cou-' 
rage  enough  to  make  themfclves  feared.  They  were 
monflers ;  poifon,  fire,  aiTafTmation,  every  fort  of  crime 
was  become  familiar  to  them ;  nOr  were  they  private  per^ 
fons  only  who  were  guilty  of  fuch  practices ;  men  in 
office  ftpt  them  the  example  !    They  cut  the  throaty  of  the 
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•athres ;. tbcy  tore  «ach  other  in  pieces.    The  governor,  BOOK 
fi^  >waa  jiift  ^Ptinredy  loaded  his  predeceflbr  with  iroM,         ^' 
abatte  vil^t  jftnp^him  of  his  wealth.     The  diftance  of 
the  fcene*-  faife  witoefies.  and  large  bribes  fecured  ererj 
€rim9  from,  puaifliment.   -  * 

.Tj|tt-iflfln4'<)f  Aniboyiia  was  thefirft  to  avenge  itfelf.  ^l^»«of 
A  Portugnefe  had  at  a  public  feftival  feized  upon  a  very  guefe  powia 
betntiJU  woo^n^  -and  regardlefsof  all  decency,  had  com-  ^^  ^^^^ 
mitled  the^greateft.of  outrages  againft  her.    One  of  the 
iflaiiders,' named 'Geoulie*  armed  his  fellow^cttEzens ;- af- 
^ter  'iitkieh  he  called  tc^ether  the  Portuguefe,  and  addrefied 
them  in  the  following  manner:  "  To  revenge  affiontsof 
•*'fi>'j€W»l  ah)yture*as  thofe  we  have  received  from  you, 
^f  would -require  a^iotw,  not  words.    Yet  we  will  fpeak 
^^4oyou.    You  ^preach  to  us  a  Deity,  who. delights,  3rou 
^*  tay-^  m  generous  a^kiohs ;  but  theft,  mvrder,  obfcenity, 
•^  and  drHnkennefs   arc    your  common   praQice ;   yotir 
<'^h€$art8*arc  ^eiiSamed  with  every  vice.     Our  manpers 
caa  aever  fiiit  with  yours :  nature  forefaw  this,  when 
(lye  leparated  us  by.immenfe  feas,  and  ye  have  over- 
•^•l^^ped  her  barriers.     This  'audacity,  of  which  ye  are 
''  not  aihamed  to  boaft,  is  a  proof  of  the  corruption  of 
^fryoui^  haarts«     T^e  my  advice;  leave  to  their  repofe 
/f  thefe  nations  that  referable  you  fo  little ;  go,  fix  your 
.^  habitatioos  aoioQg  thofe,  who  are  as  brutal  as  your^ 
X^.fei;ir^;   an   iutercouib  with  3rDu  would  be  more  fatal 
*'.  %Q  us  than  all  the  evib  wUchit  is  ii]^  the  power  of  your 
.f *  iGod,  tjo' inflda  upon  us.    We  renounce  your  alliance 
.**  for^^VOr:  your. arms. are  fuperlor  to  ours;  but  we  are 
v".  pfiore  juft  than  you,  and  we  do  not  fear  you.    The 
/*  Itons^  are  from  this  day  your  enemies;  'fly  from  their 
/^  country,  and  beware  how  you  approach  it  again." 

'Thi^  hf^rangue,  which  thirty  years  before  woyld  hayc 
brought  .on  the  dci^u^ion  of  Aipboyna,  was  iiilened  to 
,with  a  patience^  thai  fully  demonftrated  what  a  change 
;tl|9  Portugupfe  liacl  ui^i^rgone. 
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B  O  O  K  S^ALir  detefltd  m  e^ety  ptet»  iskef  Sa^nxmt^d^, 
ra^  fonmnf  to-eliiict  tiicftn  fr«m  thfrwA*  tftil:  tlw  gmrt 
yow«r«  of  Iiiidia  eMerad  iaftd  the  ^^^agah^  add  fer^wo  or. 
«l^««  ytme  tmf^  on  theii*  prQ{iiatioiis.«^.lecset.  Tte. 
court  of  Liibon  was  informed  ^  tlratic  «nd  Ae  hmg 
Sebfl^ilhOr  whai  if  ^t  had  noe  b^  for  hil.  fappodtilibn, 
wovld  kavft  b^Cii  a  {c^aft  f  rkice^  diifMiched  At»kbirtktfd  lU 
the  P^tMgueiSir  who.  had  diiUn|[uift^d  dmpftlWHi  ibnn 
wars  of  Europe^  4»  IjOBd^^ 

Th«  ^neral  opinkm  on  their  afrpial  was  toAhaiidoa 
th«  diftant  ftttkcaents,  and  afleoiU^  thoU  forces  9Sl  the 
]^alabar  opa^,  and  in  the  jaeighbeurb^u^  of  ,Goa»  .  Al- 
though Ataida  was  of  opinion  that  th«y  had  for-med  tiN^ 
{rest  |k  Aumber  of  ^ttlemeAts,  he  did  aot  iike  the  ap^ 
pearance  of  facri^ciii^  thcou  Comr^s,^  iffui  h^,  /  mesm^ 
io  prfftrw  ally  ^mdje  U^  as  Iliw  thi  inany  jkaU  mtgain 
m  inch  ofgrmmd^  Immediately  upon  this  he  feat  fii^oouv^ 
to  ail  th&  places  that  were  in  dangev.ii^  »ad^  t^f ,  n^ 
ceiTafy  difpofmoos  for  defending  Goa. 

7^£  ^floprm  attacked  M«AJaI«r>  C^eHm  t^d  ^^ 
|iaaor*  Tbe  king  of  Cambaya  j^tcafked  ChPif^.^Pw^ 
SDaOft  Baichaicq^  .  The  ki^g  qf  Arb«m  tMiA  $«C^  t«t 
MaihHCctf*  The  kioj  of  T^nate  m^e^i^af  v^Ofitthem 
m  the!  ]^oluoca$.  Agalacheini  a  trjj^^ry  to  th^  MtN 
null  iinph'tfof>id  the  Portugocfe  nntff^ar^  ait  Sxir^. 
The  (|ueen  of  Gareqp  Q(|dtavo.ur«d  to  driy^  thcab  put 
ofOftor...  .      -. .     i 

A'i' vfti ly^hy  in  th«  midft  of. the carieand Irdu^IeHttendiitg 
the  iiegte  of  G«a,  fci>t  $ve  ibips  to  Surat»  which  obliged 
Ag^IacittiQ  to  fiej^  the  Porttgue(e«  whoo^  h&.4ad  feixcd, 
at  liberty.  Thirteen  ihips  wete  4Upa»tf*h^  ta  Mdacca> 
upon  which  the  king  of  Achem  and  his  allies  abandoned 
the  ft^ge.  Be&des  .thoTe)  Atai^^  Wcmld  fit  cmt  even,  the 
reffek,  ^hich  were  eoaployed  cveiy  yc^  tb  carry  tribvtb 
and  taefchandife  t^LUboo.    It  was  reprdentod  to  him. 
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^t  mfkmi  of  i^ftM^  UnAif  of  tf^  afliftaiiiwof  Hum  B  ^  O  C 
wIdo  %cM  <w  !go  offilwatit  tlili  flfdt,  he Amild^nfarve  tlwHi  • 
.  for  the  defence  rs>ih^jm    tHjIbM  jk  mou^mtlma  fkm^ 

€iiiui.  Thits  iq^itepri^d  Itis  4ip}>oiffBntSr  ao4  the  lle«t 
ifailed«  At  the  ikive  wIi^ik  t|8  {)tacc  wa9  moft  rigiMtaAf 
^pvtiflM  Ifijir  JMMh  *^^  «wt>«  t0  Il«l  flhctMIr  of 

<;>Miiiii«n4  1M|^  t»  Ci^lon^  The  Molibtte^v  iiJMe'  mc 
^torlrf  #al  iiikHAltckl>  iaterpoM  id  yttfi«»t  li.    *>^  rti. 

The  ^«fVAgw§s,  \^tm  mM  fBom  ftump*^  tsii&bit^  ff^ 

SiXititf  «ht(ir  Mvctt.  l/famy  of  tilein  wowrfd  fidlf  out  m  tiMf 
night  contrary  to  his  ordei^  t»  ^ttifktik  HMfv  bdfilgett  Ui 

"i^r  vtceh^y  di<l  not  flepend  fo  entirdy  ofi  the  fore  of 
Hit  «rifes>  tfs  t^  rejeft  flvr  alliftaiice  of  poHcjr.  He  vmt  k^ 
formed,  ♦hat  I^alcati  wet  governed  by  one  ^  IdsinlfiMflto, 
aivA  Aat  Ihe  wai  in  the  «Bftqi  wtA  iimu  Wtnnta^  who. 
^^^eltoatfUfvee'to  the  plearvres  of  princes  are  ge»«- 
ytAly  fia>7ei  to  attibitioii^  and  unacquiiatett  with  thofb  vht- 
mtb,  whidi  love  infi^A|8.  The  ms^efc  of  Iddcan  fwH^red 
{lerfelf  to  be  corrupted,  and  fold  to  AtaMa  her  iover*to 
fecrett.  Idatcaii  unas  Mvie  of  the  tieafeHibiit  co«dd  tuft 
difcover  4be  ireitor.  At  kA,  after  ten'  moncbi  fpent  in 
toil  «Ad  a&ktfiy  his  t^iifte  deft»oyed»  hhf  trobpi  thiaxed, 
h'n  eie|Aitm6  killed,;  and  hit  ea?alry  unnbie  to  fenre,  this 
ftitiet  o^e«icoltte  try  the*  g^npek  >e^  AtaMa,  (jnitted  th^ 
fiegCy  and  retreat^  \ii  ffattne  iiiid  ^dOfpair. 

At  a  i1>  » 'ivfepdhed  witll<!mt  deltty  tothe  tflDftanGe  oPChaul, 
which  thrift  heffieg^d  by  Ni!feamalve>  king  off  Cambaya,  at 
^he  head  of  i»©rc  than  tt  hntklred  th^ufand  men.  The 
defence  of  Chanl  had  beeti  (lOndti^d  Dtri^  is  much  intre^ 
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S  O  O  X  pidity  as  that  of  Goa.    It  was  followed  by  a  gisat  vi^toiy^ 
which  rAtaid^r  with  a  handful  ^f  jneo,  (Attained  pver  a 

^kumjni^o'B  ZTcay,  difciplined  by  a  Imgji^ge,         ^ 

.  A.TAipAy  afto'  thia,  maroh/ed  againft  tbeSajo^rii^^.do^ 
feated  atid  obliged  him  to  ilgn  a  treaty^  by  wlvich..he 
engaged  never  to  keep  up  any  ihips  of  war.  .    . 

Thb.  Ppistiigiveie  became.  thxQughQUt  Jhei  call  .wJl^at  they 
were. under  the.  immediate  condutS:  of -Atdida*  A  Angle 
'ihip»  qomniapded  by  Lope^.Carafco,  fought  fo^*,  thr^  d^ys 
fucceifi^ely  againft  the  whole  fleet  of  th^  king  of  Acbem. 
In  the  -middlfc  of  th^  engagen^xjit  "word  was  bro)|ght  to 
X^opeT^'j  foo,  that  his  father  was  killed :  ff^e  bav^  oru  trove 
man  tbeJl^Sy  laid  he ;  we  muft  ionquer^  or  dejerve  to  die 
as  he  has  done.  .Saying  this*  hie  took, the  comm^n^  of  th^ 
ibip^  and  forcing  his  way  in  triumph  through  the  enemy's 
fieet»  ancboQ9{l  before  Malacca.  .  ^     ^ 

Nor  was  courage  thp  only  virtue  that  revived. among  the 
Portuguefe  at  thifi  period^.  To  powerful  is  the  .afcendenft  of  a 
great  maiij  evea  oyer  the  mod  corrupt  nations* .  Thomsis 
deSofa  had  got  for  a  ilave  a  beautiful. girl «  who  .had  not 
long  before  been  promifed  to  a  young  man  that  was  in  love 
with  her*  He  getting  intelligence  of  the  misfortime  of  his 
jniftrefa*  flfw  to  throw  himfelf  .at  her  feet^  and  partake 
of  her. chains..  Sofa  was  prefent.  at  their  interview ;  they 
embraced,  and  melted  into  tears.  I  give  you'yaur  liberty^ 
faid  the  Portugue £e  general*  go  and  live  happy  elfrwbere^ 

TiuB;  management  of  the  public  money  was  likewife  re- 
fonned.by  Ataida,  who  reftraiacd  thofe  abufes^  which  are 
moil  injiurious  \o  ftates,  and  mofl  difficult  to  be  reiirained. 
Bat  this  good  order^  this  returning. heiloifm«  t)>is  glorious 
moment,  didnotfurviveitis  f^dminijGtration*  ...  .  . 
..  At  the  death  of  SebaiUarvt  P^tugalfunk  into  a  kind  of 
anarcbyi  s(nd  wa$  by  degrees,  reduced  under  tH^donunion 
of  Philip  the  Second.  From  this  atra  the  Portiiguefe  in 
India  ceafed  to  confider  riiemfelves  as  of  the  fame  country. 

Some 
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S^me  ndade^emfelyes  Indei^ndetit;  others  turned  {urates,  BOO  K 
and  paid  no  refpe^  to  any  flag.  Many  enteiM  into  die  '* 
fervice  of  the  princes  of  the  country,  and  thefealmoft  aH 
became  minifters  or  generals,  fo  great  were  the  advan- 
tages this  nation  ftill  niaintained  oter  thoie  of.  India, 
There  was  not  onei  among  the  Portuguefey  who  purfued 
any  other  x>bje6k  than  the  advancement  of  his  own  intereft : 
there  was  no  zeal,  no  union  for  die  conunon  good.  Their 
pofleffions  in  India  were  divided  into  three  gofsermnents, 
wiiich  gave  no  aiHftance  to  each  other,  land  even  claihed  in 
their  projeds  and  interefts.  Neither*  diibipline,  fubordt- 
nation^  nor  the  love  of  gl6ry>  animated  either  die  foldiera 
or  the  officers.  Men  of  war  no  longer  came  out  of  the 
ports,  or  whenever  thfiy  cam^  out  were  badly  equippied. 
Manners  became  more  and. more  depraved»  Net  one  of 
their  commanders  had  power  enough  to  reftram  the  tor* 
rent  of  vice,  and  the  majority  of  thefe  commaaders  were 
themfelves  corrupt.  The  Portuguefe  at  length  loft  all 
their  former  greatnefs,  when  a  free  and  enlightened  na« 
tion,  adtuated  with  a  proper  fpirit  of  toleratioUi  appeared 
in  India,  and  contended  with  them  (or  the  empire  of  that 
country. 

It  may  be  affirmed,  that  at  the  time  when  Portugal  firft 
made  its  difcoveries,  the  world  was  veiy  little  acquainted 
with  the  political  principles  of  trade,  the  real  power  of 
different  ftates,  the  advantages  of  conqueft,  the  manner  of 
eftabliihing  and  preferving  tolonies,  and  the  benefits  the 
mother-cdnntry  might  derive  from  them» 

It  was,  a  wife  project  to  endeavour  to  find  a  pafiage  by 
Africa  to  go  to  the  Indies,  and  to  bring  merchandiie. 
The  benefits  which  the  Venetians  derived  by  lefs  dire^ 
roads,  had  juflly  excited  the  emulation  of  the  Portuguefe  i 
but  it  was  proper  there  flxould  be  fome  limits  to  fo  laudable 
m  ambitiop. 

This 
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t  d  ^  <  T89I  bmdl  natfan  becoming  M  a  foAten  ft^ft#«fr  df  tM 
^  fil^f)«ft.QlMt  UMBft  CDitekiflw  ooivonei^e  nf .  die  s^ali^  ibM 
DoMoA  of  wWibing  eWe  tot-  mercbontft,  f jr^orsr  aixd  ioiihBn^ 
vrivr-weve  dsitcvycd  by  loag  imy^esv  TIobs  the^  form* 
guefe  Itift  J^ie  fooodatiqa.  of  aiil  ^eal  ppwcs*  wbksh  co»6fti 
in  agrionlciirev  nutnral  i^iAuiirj^  and  pojuilation;  ttd 
tlMet0ft9'«»iitquc^ti)r.|io  ps?port»iL  llet^i9n  theii:  emu. 
inetoe  and  .t)np  xocmh  9f  iieopinf  it  u]i^ .  ,  . 
,.  TwtT  .«i^iecl  Ihde  d^nidive  opPfofiMrei  ftUlfictth^i 
mA,  dabmtid  tttith  tbe  nf^  of  oo^quefi,  .jmcndq^  £he<iu 
lekes  ovcf  a  tift  track  Jdt  ia«l»  wbioh  us  £iu;opqaa  s^. 
I)9fi  tf^ottt  ha^t  bettft  M^  to  pr«%STe,  witbifttKt  iip(iiiri&^ 

T«t^»tllifr  ft»a»l  ^ni^Miy,  ^ic4l  ^f  Mtlf  lr%s  Jiot  nerjr 
|>«>^i(toH»i  coiiKMfly  tjOfavte^  ItMf  lb  fekfors^faalor^ 

Th« -IJ^-^^-MttgtoiM  ^^Mloft  that.  pteirailttA 
Mbotofft  fUffli,  WOttM  iidt  ^o#  (hem  to  admitriioto  the 
ckfs  ef  ihek  ^^  eifl^ens  the  p^opia  44  thip.  ^mA  .and  i^ 
AfKea,  and  ^liey  were  thes6for^4^1i£<d  to  \m  ftrptmsdlf 
rt  Wat-wfA  fteir  new  ftlbjc^«. 

As  the  government  fopn  changed  Its  fchemes  of  tcada 
}&%a  ]^je^s  of  cbA^ttcfti  ^he  natictti,  tt*hich  had  amec 
l^en  guMkd  hy  the  true  comtneFG^l  fpitk^  '^l^on  A^^mioi 
iliatof  rapme  and  phmderi  .      . 

Ti-«ia*'f»raoEs,  Ufa  armsr*  fcte-^I^Ks^  alid  i^ter  <u<aQkt« 
#indi  hare  been  fince  eai^rM  into  -imta,  nxMt  imUgtiMtL 
brought  to  that  ditffte  df  perfeOiofi  {}My  have  btd^  acr 
^ii^,  At  PortHgucfe  couM  ifot  ear ty  awy  ihffif  there 
bttt  lUOBe]^.  They  fooa  grew  t4r«^  -^  M^tiP(Lt^  a»rv\Sd 
away  frooa  the  Indians  by  force  iiHtiat  (hey  hsi^  bcfoi;e,ob- 
timed  by  pnrchaie. 

TffiMf  was  to  be  fiseft  throfighout  the  ki^doA  of  Hor,- 

,  tugai  the  utrooft  profufion  of  riches,  joined* to  xhe  mofl^ 

extreme  poverty.     The  only  opulent  perfons  w^rc  thofe 

\^ho 
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ytfhp  -bad^heU  Some  eaipbgrmcAt  m  the  Iddtef  j  wlula  ijh^  «  Q  Q.  ift 
hulMtfimaa^  wlut  fouad  no  one  to  aiSft  }vita  iti  ^  i!oif;  ^  J^_ 

smd  tA^  artifi$9  who  were  unable  to  pj»cure  lyoflline^ft/ 
h^f  f0oti  compePcd'to  fbrego  their  fevtral  eflupi6)ri)i0ti«^ 
were  reduGed  to  tb«  iotir«ft  iUte'^f  mijity* 

4%fei9VQry  of  the  JjpcUes  ei^^  the  atteittieit  of  Pqrtugal, 
that  co^i«  Mattered  iliUf  that  the  hare  appearance  of  their 
H4f§  in  ^t  )3fM  climate^  wo^  infure  xht  pofle£5^  ^'  jt  i; 
that  the  trade  of  thefe  countriea  would  prove  as  an  inea:* 
ha^ftfldelonrce  of  rwhes  tt^  the  mat^on^  a$  i^  '^zfihefxx  to 
th^e.  foogis  wnbo  had  hitherto  been  mailers  of  it  i  aod  thai; 
b^  ti^  treaftu:e,|tri£og  firomiti  the  ftate^  BOtvitii^axuUjgif 
its  £bu^1  extent  of  tcrritocy,  would  btcoipe  .e^^al  ii| 
iktitngth  aod  ^^ndcur  to  the  o^oft  fprxniddble  power84 
There  va^  fofop.  howoTcr>  who  w^r^  not  n?il)ied  by  thefe 
delnfive  hppes.'.^T^e  moft  pepetcatipg  and  njtodp^'^^  o£ 
the  minift^s.  ^remured  to  aJ^rmt  that  the  conX^j^etice  of 
tuani|ig  ii^  iearc^  of  rich  miuerals*  and  glittexj^g  niier^ 
ehaiidire^  would  4>e  an  inattexuion  to  object  of  .^cal  ad«> 
ianl^e»^^pc^tiu;e,  and  xaanufailures^  thatoirars,  ihip^ 
imcksy  epidemical  'difea&$»  and  M)^r  accidents,  wovdd 
wei^traa  the  whole  empire  hejroad  recovery ;  that  the  ftate 
thus  carried  out  from  its  centre  by  the  iiopnlfe  of  an  extras 
^^efmt  ainbltjion^'  would  ebhei^  by  force  ef  ar«  9^tn&  the 
(iibje^  to  the  mpft  diftant  parts  of  Afia ;  that  4v^  if  chiy 
^Qterprize  Caceee^edt  it  would  raiie  a  poweirful  i80ii£|de«- 
raoy»  which  it  would  be  itnpoifible  for  the  cro^n^^f  Potr 
tu^al  to  de)feat  Attempts  were  if  vaia  made,  fo«ie$H»^ 
after  thb«  to  convince  thefe  diiceruHig  «^  pf  ^^^Mff^» 
by  AewtDg  thea^  that  the  Indians  were  fujbdued;  thf» 
Mom  if^iEid*  -mi  ^he  Turfts  defeated  t  and  kg  t^Ak- 
Anting  efae  tide  f)f'Wcii4th«hat  flowed  lato  PortiigaU  Thtk 
opiAioiM  w^e  ^90  weU  f  pounded  in  esq^enoe  tahd  ftakca 
^  the  cn^Qtt  of  theft  flattering  faccfiOes.    The}r  Adl  i^ 

lifted 
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1  O  d  K  fifted  that  a  few  years  would  difcover  tli6  folly  rf  JWlhiiiigf 
thcfe  purfuiti  to  cxtrcrtiity,  and  that  thc3r  muft  mcvitably 
lead  to  a  corruption  of  morals>  and  end  in  ravages  and  u&i« 
iwrfal  conftifion.  Time,  the  great  Arbiter  of  political  mat-* 
ters,  has  fince  fhewn  the  truth  of  their  J)rediftiohs. 

l>Krentfttte    '  Op  all  the  conqudls  which*  the  l^ortuguefe  had  itiade  in 

tuw(rfc*af-    ^'^^*^>  ^^cy  poffe^s  none  at  prefent  but  Macao,  Diu,  and 
fiin  in  In-  Qod ;  and  the  united  importance  of  th^fe  three  fcttlemcnts* 
**  m  their  intcrcourfc  with  Iitdia  and  Portugal,  is  very  incon- 

fiderablc.  '    '  ,^ 

'  Maca6  annually  fends  twoi  v^fleh  td  Ook  Jaden  with 
diina  and  other  goods,  that  are  rejected  at  Canton ;  the 
owners  of  which  are  generally  Chinefe  merchants.  Thcfe 
Slips' iH-ing  back  ad  mUCh  of  the  fandal,'  Indian  faffron, 
ginger  and  pepper,  is  the  two  frigates  belonging' to  Goa 
are  ,able  to  procure  on  the  fouthern  coaft'.  '  The  veffcl 
which  trades  to  the  north  carries  a  part  of  the  cai^o  that 
comes  fix)m  China  to  Surat,  where  it  takes  in  fome  linens, 
and  compleats  its  lading  at  Diu,  which  is  not  what  it  waaf 
formerly.  A  fhip  af rives  every  year  from  Europe,  which 
procures  at  Goa  a  fmall  and  indifferent  cargo,  confiftiit2 
of  goods  picked  up  froni  China,  Guzarat,  and  a  few 
Engiiih  counting  houfes,  and  fells  them- at  Mofambique, 
Brafil,  Angola,  or  the  capital. 

S^cti  is  the  declining  ftate  into  which  the  PortUgucfe 
affairs  in  India  arc  fallen,  from  that  pinnacle  of  glory  X.6 
which  they  had  been  raifed  by  the  bold  adventurrf^^whd 
difcover6d,  and  the  intrepid  heroes  who  conquq^L«*^At 
country.  The  fcene  of  their  glory  and  opuknc^  is  bci 
come  that  of  their  ruin  and  difgrace.  Their  fituatiofl, 
however,  is  not  fo  defperate  as  it  miy  appear.  Thcit 
fcmainjug  pofleflions  are  more  than  fufliciciit  lo  intitle 
them  to  a  large  (hare  in  the  affairs  of  India.  But  thi^ 
change  can  only  be  efibdted  by  the  aids  of  philofojpl^  and  a 
ipirit  of  liberty.  If  the  Ponuguefe  knew  their  true  io- 
-    ••  tereftSy 
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tere,ft8j.  if  tlveir  ports  werp .deflated  free,  j^  t)>Q&  wlxe  BOOK 
fettled  in  |hem  ha4.  t)ieir  (ortuncs  and  t^e  liberty  of  cpiw 
fcicnfe.fecured  to  theni^.  Indians  who  are  now  oppreflbd^by 
their  .gqyernxx^ent,,  and  the  Europesu^  \  wh9'^  are  ii^ured 
by  their  monopolizing  .cpxnpanii:s«  would  refort  to  their 
fettlement?  .in  great,  nvmbertj  and  their  flag*  which  has 
long  .bpen  defpife.4A  would  again  become,  refpedidble. 
I^»  PQ15|«ri|CaniK>^,  ^,cyi;i:,  be  (^qijal  .to.libtt  of  dm 
Dutch,,  a..perfevering<  a^d  coi^desafe  jiispple^-whoib  en* 
terprizes  we  are  going  to  relate. 
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*  ll?  ^  nP^^  republic  of  Holland,  has,  from  its  firft  rife^^ceti 

U  ■—I'*  ■>      <A.     an  objcd  of  univerfal  admiratipa*  ai|d  cannot  fail^t<^ 

engage  the  curiofity  and  attention  of  the  remoteft  po^ex\tf'. 

The  inhabitants   have  every  where  diflinguiihe^  tiieip- 

felves  by  their  induftry  and  enterprizing  geni^ ;  but  are 

particularly    celebrated  for  their   knowledge   ^f  fpsfU 

time  affairs,  and  their  expeditions  to  the  ^pntinent  of 

India.    But  before  we  attend  them  in  their  progrefs  td 

thefe  opulent  and  extenfive  regions^  let  us  trace  their 

hiftoiy  to  its  earliell  sera.     Such  a  retrofpeft  is  peculiarly 

proper  in  a  work  of  this  nature,  as  it  will  comprehend  at 

one  glance,  all  thofc  charafleriflic  marks  by  which  ihi 

genius  of  a  nation  is  diflingUifhed;     It  is  neceffary  that 

a  reader  who  reflefU  may  be  enabled  to  jiidge  of  hlJiMf  if 

the  original  ftate  of  this  nation  were  fuch  as  aifordbd 

a  prefage  of  its  future  power;  and  whether  the  heroic 

affociates  of  Civilis,  who  defied  the  Roman  power,  did  not 

transfufe  their  fpirit  into  thofe  brave  republicans^  who« 

under  the  aufpices  of  KafTau^  oppofed  the  dark  and  odious 

tyranny  of  Philip  the  Sect}nd. 

Ancient  re*       ^'^  ^^  *  ^^^  eftablifhed  by  the  beft  Iiiftorical  authority, 

volutions  in  that  in  the  century  preceding  the  chriftian  sera,  the  &atts, 

diflatisfied  with  their  fituation  in  Heflcj  fettled  upon  the 

ifland  formed  by.  the  Naal  and  the  Rhine ;  which  was 

marihy,  and  had  few  or  no  inhabitants.    They  gave  the 

name 
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name  of  Batavia  to  their  new  country.    Their  gorem*  B  O  O  it 
jnent  was  a  mixture  of  monarchy,  ariftoeracy,  and  demo- 
cracy.    Their  chief  was,  properly  fpeaking,  nothiog  more 

'  than  a  principal  citizeq,  whofe  office  wu  rather  to  advife 
than  to  commaild.  Tho^  principal-  men  ¥fho  exercifed 
jxu-iiiiidion  and  commanded  the  troops  in  their  reipe£live 
diftri&s,  were  chofea,  as  well  as  the  kings,  in  a  general 
aflemhLy.    A  hundred  per(bns>  feleded  from  kmong  the^ 

.  f^ofU,  prefided  over  ereiy  country,  aiid  ai6led  as  chiefs 
in  the  different  hamlets.  The  whole  nation  was,  in  fomd 
meafure,  an  army  always  in  readinefs.  Each  family  Com- 
{>ofed  a  body  of  militia,  which  ferved  under  a  captain  of 
its  own  chttfingv 

St;c9  was  th«  ftate  of  Batavia^  when  C^far  pa(re4  tho' 
Alps. '  This  Roman  general  defeated  the  Helvetians,  fe- 
veral  tribes  of  the  Gauls,  the  Belgae  and  Germans,  whd 
had  crofled  the  Rhine,  and  extended  his  conqiiefts  be- 
yond that  riter.  In  confcquence  of  this  expedition  the 
boldnefs  and  foccefs  of  which  were  equally  aftonifhing^ 
the  protefHon  of  the  conqueror  wsts  courted  on  all  fides. 

Some  writers,  too  zealous  for  the  honour  of  their  coun* 
try,  aiCrm  that  the  Batavians  entered  into  an  alliance 

•  with  Rome;  but  the  truth  is>  they  fubmitted  on  condi^ 
tion  that  they  (hbuld  be  governed  by  their  oWn  laws, 
pay  h6  tribute,  and  be  obliged  only  to  perforin  military 
femces. 

CjRSAii  ibon  diftingufhed  the  Batarians  from  the  other 
nations  that  were  Aibdiied  by  the  Romans.  This  con- 
iquerof  of  the  Gaiils,  when  by  Pompey's  influence  he 
was  recalled  to  Rome,  and  refiifed  to  obey  the  fenate's 
orders;  when  relying  on  the  abfolutc  authority  whicl^ 
his  conduct  had  at  length  given  him  over  the  legions  and 
auxiliaries^  he  attacked  his  enemies  in  Spain,  Italy,  and 
Aiia:  at  this  juncture,  fenfible  that  the  Batavians  had  a 
principal  (hare  in  his  vidories,  he  gave  them  the  glorious 
appellation  of  tie  friends  and  intbr/n  of  the  Rotium  f€ople» 
.  Vox.*  L  £  Aftir 
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After  this,  irritated  b^  the  nnjuft  proceedings  of  cer« 
tain  goYernors,  thej  obeyed  the  didat.es  of  that  noble 
impulfe^  fo  becoming  men  of  f|)irit,  which  prompts  them 
to  take  arms  to  revenge  an  infult.  They  ihewed  them- 
fclTCs  as  formidable  as  enemies,  as  they  were  faithful  ai 
allies  i  but  thefc  troubles  fubfiding»  the  Satavians  .were 
pacified^  but  not  fubdued. 

When  Rome,  after  having  rken  to  a  pitch  of  gr^atnefs 
unknown  before*  and  which  has  never  iince  been  equalled 
by  any  flate*  no  longer  retained  thofe  manly  virtues  and 
flrid  principles  which  were  the  ground-wOrk  of  that  noble 
fuperiiruQure  5  when  their  laws  had  loft  their  force,  their 
armies,  their  difcipline,  and  the  citizens  the  love  of  their 
country:  the  barbarians,  who  by  the  terror  of  the  Roman 
name  had  been  driven  to  the  north  where  they  had  been 
confined  by  force  to  remain,  poured  like  a  torrent  into 
the  fouthern  countries.  The  empire  was  torn  in  pieees, . 
and  the  fineft  provinces  became  a  prey  to  thofe  whom 
the  Romans  had  always  either  degraded  or  oppreiled. 
The  Franks,  in  particular,  feized  upon  .the  countries  be* 
longing  to  the  Gauls ;  and  Batavia  became  a  part  of  that 
>xtpnfive  and  famous  kingdom,  which  was  founded  by 
tbefe  conquerors  in  the  fifth  century. 

The  new  monarchy  experienced  thofe  inponvenicncei 
which  are  almoft  infeparable  from  ri£i|ig  ftates;  and  art 
indeed  too  frequently  felt  in  the  beft  eftabliihed  govern^ 
ments.  It  was  fometimes  under  the  dc«^nion  of  ailn{le 
perfon;  and  at  others  was  fubjeft  to  the  eaprice  of  u 
number  of  tyrants*  It  was  ponftantly  engaged  either  ia 
.foreign  wars,  or  expofed  to  the  ca^  of  inteftioe  diffcAF- 
tions.  Sometimes  it  made  the  neighbouriog  ftates  trku^ 
ble  for  their  fafety;  but  much  oftener  iixffered  from  tibe 
incurfions  of  the  northern  people  who  ravaged  its  pco- 
vinces.  It  was  equally  the  viftim  of  the  i^eakneft  of  lb- 
veral  of  its  princes,  and  of  the  unbounded  ambition  of  their 
fiiTourites  and  minifters.    The  overbearifig  fyiiit  of  tbe 

pontiffs^ 
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)ntifFs,  un^ermided  the  pQwfer  of  the  throne,  and  thpir  BOO  K . 
folence  brought  both  the  laws  and  religton  into  dif- 


ace.  Anarchy  and^yranny  followed  each  other  fq  clofe, 
at  the  moil  fangiiioe  defpaired  of  ever  feeing  aflfairs  put 
on  a  tolerable  footing.  The  glorious  ara  of  Charle- 
igne's  government  was  only  a  tranfient  gleaixl  of  light* 

his  great  adions  were  the  effedl  of  his  genius,  and 

.*■•■• 

t  in  the  leail  owing  to  the  influence  of  any  good  infli- 

ions ;  after  his  death,  affairs  returned  to  that  flate  of 

ifufioh  from  which  they  had  been  retrieved  by  his  fa- 

'T  Pepin,  and  more  particularly '  by  his  own  endeavours* 

e  French  monarchy,  the  limits  of  which  he  had  ex« 

ded  too  far,  was  divided.     Germany,  to  which  the 

Inc  ferved  as  a,  natural  barrier,  fell  to  the  mare  of  one 

lis  gran'dfohs :  and,  by  an  unaccountable  arrangement, 

avia,  to  which  the  Normans  in  their  excurfions,  had  a, 

(e  before  given  the  kiam^  of  Hbllaiid,  was  included  in 

t  allotment. 

N  the  beginning  of  the  tenth  century,  the  German 

nch  of  the  Carlovinians  became  extihd.     As  th6  other 

ices  of  France  had  neither  courage  noJ*  power  to  affert 

ir  rights,   the  Germans  ieafily  diiengaged  themfelves 

n  a  fbxeign  yoke.    Thofe  of  the  nation;  who,  by  vir- 

of  a  delejgated  power  from  the  monarchy  governed  the 

circles  gf  which  the  ilate  was  compofed,  chofie  a  chief 

*  of  ;their  own  body'.    This  chief,  fearing  left  thef^ 

erfiii  men  might  ht  tempted  to  throw  off  their  de- 

d£U^ce,   if  any   fererer  conditions   were  required  o^ 

q:^   CQiiteiiit^d  himleif  with  their  fidelity  and  ^msLj|e« 

..eaca^d  only  fuch  ^srvices  ad  they  wexe  obliged  to  by 

feudal  Laws. 

^     ^^   this  memorable  jiinfluce,  the  counts  of  Holland, 

^         r    as  well  as  the  rfcft  of  the  proyipcial  chiefi^  had 

^''    '  «ejio  excrcif^d  a  pi:ecai:ious  anf}  dependent  authority, 

J  '  ..  '  1111^4  tJ^^  ftiave  rights  as  the  other  great  valTals  of 

^  msLny :   *^d  ^  ^^^7  afterwards  enlarged  their  terri- 

,.'■'''  K  a       .  tories 
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After  this>  irritated  b^  the  unjnft  proceedings  of  cer^ 
tain  goYernor8>  they  obeyed  the  didates  of  ihat  noble 
impulfe^  fo  becoming  men  of  fpirit,  which  prompts  them 
to  take  arms  to  revenge  an  infult.  They  ihewed  them« 
felvcs  as  formidable  as  enemies^  as  they  were  faithful  at 
allies;  but  thefc  troubles  fub&ding>  the  Bauvians  .were 
pacified,  but  not  fubdued. 

When  Rome,  after  having  ri(en  to  a  pitch  of  greatnefs 
unknown  before*,  and  which  has  never  fince  been  equalled 
by  any  flate»  no  longer  retained  thofe  manly  virtues  and 
flrid  principles  which  were  the  ground-wOrk  of  that  noble 
iuperftruAure ;  when  their  laws  had  loft  their  force,  their 
iarmies,  their  difcipline,  and  the  citizens  the  love  of  their 
eountry:  thfi  barbarians,  who  by  the  terror  of  the  Roman 
name  had  been  driven  to  the  north  where  they  had  been 
confined  by  force  to  remain,  poured  like  a  torrent  into 
the  fouthem  countries.  The  empire  was  torn  in  pieces, . 
and  the  fineft  provinces  became  a  prey  to  thofe  whom 
the  Romans  had  always  either  degraded  or  opprefled. 
The  Pranks,  in  particular,  feized  upon  .the  countries  be* 
longing  to  the  Gauls ;  and  Batavia  became  a  part  of  that 
>xt^nfive  and  famous  kingdom,  which  was  founded  by 
tbefe  conquerors  in  the  fifth  century. 

The  new  monarchy  experienced  thofe  in^onvenicncei 
which  are  almoft  infeparable  from  rifi^ig  ilates;  and  art 
indeed  too  frequently  felt  in  the  belk  efiabliflied  govern^ 
ments.  It  was  fometim^s  mnder  the  dominion  of  a  fingle 
perfon;  and  at  others  was  fubjed  to  the  caprice  of  a 
number  of  tyrants.  It  was  conftantly  engaged  ekber  in 
.foreign  wars,  or  expofed  to  the  cagip  of  inteftine  diflciv* 
tions.  Sometimes  it  made  the  neighbouring  ftates.  titvk^ 
ble  for  thefa-  fafety;  but  much  oftener  fuffered  from  diie 
incurfions  of  the  northern  people  who  nt^aged  its  pcoi- 
vinces.  -  It  was  equally  the  vi&im  of  the  weaknefs  of  fe- 
veral  of  its  princes,  and  of  the  unbounded  ambition  of  their 
fiiTOiirites  and  minifters.    The  oTPibeariog  ^irit  of  tbe 
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pontiffs,  uiuferi^iiaed  the  ppwer  of  the  throa«,  and  thpir  BOOK. 
iniolence  brought  both  the  iaw8  aad  religion  into  dif- 
jgxace.  Anarchy  and^yranriy  fDllowed  ^ach  other  fo  clofe, 
that  the  moft  fangiiiDe  defpaired  of  ever  feeing  affairs  put 
upon  a  tolerable  footing.  The  glorious  aera  of  Charle- 
\nagiie's  government  was  only  a  tranfient  gleahi  of  light. 
As  his  great  addons  were  thie  tffe&.  of  his  ^enlus^  and 
not  in  the  leaft  owing  to  the  influence  of  any  good  infti* 
tutions ;  after  his  death,  affairs  returned  to  that  ftate  of 
confufioh  frpih  which  they  had  been  retrieved  by  his  fa- 
tiler  Fepin,  and  more  particularly '  by  his  own  endeavours. 
The  French  moharchvj  the  lipiits  of  which  he  had  ex- 
tended too  far,  was  divided.  Germany,  to  which  the 
Rhine  ferved  as  a  natural  barrier,  fell  to  the  fliare  of  one 
of  his  grandfohs:  and,  by  an  unaccountable  arrangement, 
Batavia,  to  which  the  Normans  in  their  excurfions,  had  a. 
little  before  given  the  ^am^  of  HollatLd^  was  included  in 
that  allotment. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  tenth  cciitury,  the  German 
branch  of  the  Carlovinian's  became  extinct.  As  th^  other 
princes  of  Prance  had  neither  courage  not  power  to  aflert 
their  rights^  the  Germans  ieaiily  difengaged  themfelves 
from  a  foreign  yoke.  Thofe  of  the  nation;  who,  by  vir- 
tue  of  a  delegated  power  from  the  monarch,  governed  the 
Bve  circles  of  which  the  ftate  was  compofed,  cho&  a  chief 
out  of  ;(heir  own  body!  This  chief,  fearing  left  thefi 
^werfiil  men  might  be  tempted  to  throw  off  their  de- 
:penilafice,  if  9ny  feverer  conditions  were  required  d^ 
ihtta,  cqnten^d  himielf  with  their  fidelity  and  ^bmajiet 
,imd  exa^d  oiUy  fucii  iprvices  a$  they  were  obliged  to  by 
^e  feudal  ]j(w$. 

At  thiis  .memoratile  junftuce,  the  counts  of  Holland, 
Vbo,  as  well  as  the  rtft  of  the  prbyipcial  chiefs,  had 
4\ithertb  cxercii^d  a  precai^ious  an^  dependent  authority, 
obtained  ^i  faine  rights  as  the  other  great  vaffals  pf 
Q^KW^^y '  aixd  as  they  afterwards  enlarged  their  terri- 

K  a  tories 
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*  ^  p  K  torses  by  conqu«fl,  -  maTriagcB^  and  ffi^tfi  from  the  cm* 
perorv,  they-  in  time,  becsimc  tot^y  independent  pf  the 
empire.  Tlicy  were  not  equally  fii^geftful  ixx  their  un- 
juft  attemptt  egainft  thef  public  .,lihf«i|y^  Their  fubjedkf 
wcrenot  t6  be  intimi<Uited  by  force,  <^jaled  by  flattery^ 
cr  cdfrnpted  by  largefies.  War  and  peace,  taxcF,  laws, 
and  treaties  were  managed  by  the  ^bree  vnitcd, powers  of 
the  count,  the  nobles,  and  the  towns.  The  republican 
fpirit  ftUl  prevailed  in  th^  nation,  when  by  Tome  extraor- 
dinary events,  it  fell  under  the  dominion  of  ^e  houfe  of 
Burgundy,  whofc  former  power,  thaugh  before  confider- 
abk,  was  greatly  ftrengthen^d .  by,  this  re-union. 

TnesB  who  had  the  fagacity  to  J^weftigate  probabili" 
ties,  forefaw,  that  this  ftate,  which  was  formed  as  it 
were  by  the  gradual  accretion  of  anajiy  others,,  would  one 
day  be  of  great  weight  in  the  pplidcal  fyftem  of  Europe. 
The  genius  of  its  inhabitants,  itfr  adyfliat^geous  fitua'tlon, 
and  its  real  ftrength^  afforded  almo^  a  Certain,  profped  of 
itsftitute  gneattiris.  ThereprtijeA8.andfe3(pe£U.tion»  which 
were  juft  ripening*  into  realities,  were  di<3|>pointed  by  an 
event,  which  though  it  happens  every  day,  never  fids  to 
baffle  the' defigns  of  ambitiotl.  Th^  male  Itne  in  Ihat 
libufe  became  extinft;  and  Mary,  w»ho  was  fi>le  heirefs 

# 

fo  Its  dominions,  by  her  marriage  in  1477,  tfansftrred 
to  th^  houfe  of  Auflna  the  adVaiitages  that  had  been 
gained  by  fevtfi^I  fuccefsful  ftruggles,  a  great  number  of 
intrigues,  and  fome  a^s  of  injuftice. 

At  this  ,sera  fo,  fnmoiis  in  hiftory,  each  of  the  f<^« 
vehte^n  provinces  6f  the  Low  Countries  had  paitioilar 
laws,  extenfive  privileges,  and  almoft  a  diftinft^vern- 
ment.  The  excellent  principle  of  union  which  equally 
contributes  to  the  welfare  and  fecurity  both  of  empirer 
and  republics,  was  univerfally  difregarded.  The  people 
having  been,  from  time  immemorial,  accuftomed  to 
this  ftate  of  confUfion,  had  no  idea  that  it  was  poffible  to 
enjoy  a  more  rational  foiln  of  government.    This  preja* 

dlt« 
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^ice  was  of  fo  long  a  fianding^    fo  generally  adopted,  BOOK 
and  fo  fitmly  ^fUblifhed,  that  Mteimllian,   PhUit>  and  ,_J^ 
Chax^^s;  ihe  WiM  AiiiMan  prkicer  who  drflt  inherited 
the  dortiftiibh^  xif  fhe  Hoife  <if  Burgundy,  thought  tt|mi- 
^erii^itot'  to'attMlpt  My  ititiovation.     Tkey  Hactered     . 
theij^JTeiVe^,  that!4bni^'hap|ne('  eti^n^vnaure  might  enable 
th^fr  Aidc^ors  f<y4tsfe««t«  vHth  iaietya'phm^  which  they 
coul5  Mtcvtn  kttWttft  without  danger. 

At    this  time  a  great  change   was  preparing  in  the  Rift  of  the 
minds  of  men  tri' Europe.     The  revival  of  letters,   the  g^itnV^ 
cxtenfion  of  commerce, '  the  invention  of  printing  and  the 

*  » 

difcovery  of  th^  compafs,  brought  on  the  sra  wheti 
human  reafon  was  to  ihake  oflPthe  yoke  of  fome  of  thofe 
prejudices  wlyicb  |iad  gained  ground  in  the  barbarous 

?ge5.  • 

Th€  intelligent  part  '^f  the  worM  wtro  for  the  moft  part 
cured  of  the  Roihifh  fuperftitions.  They  were  difgnfted  at 
the'alniJe  the  i^tfpti  made  of  their  authority;  the  contri* 
l)utions  they  raifed  tkpon  the  people ;  the  fale  ei  indul- 
gefie^s I  and'ttione'  particularly  at  thofe  abfurd  refine- 
mcitib'^ith  which  they  had  difguifed  the  fimple  reltgioA 

of  JeAis  Chrift>' 

\  Bvrr  tliefe  diftemfng  people  .were  not  the  firft  who  at* 

tempted;  a  revolution.    T|^s  honour  wa«  referve^  for  41 

turbuknt  mookf  whofis^  barbarous  eloquence  rouzed  the 

noctherA  nations*     Sooie  of  the  moft  enlightened  men  of 

*the  age«  contributed  to  undeceive  the  reft*    Some  of  the 

European  princes  embraced  the  reformed  religion  $  others 

Ueldf^eommuiuDn  wtA  the  church  of  Rome,    The  former 

foand'no  difficulty  in  bringing  over  their  fubj^^  to  theh- 

opiniont^  r  'irliilo  therialter  had  much  ado  to  prevent  theirs 

fboiD  «a(^a^ng  the  new  d6£trines.     They  had  recourfe  to 

n  varkty  of  nfeafuros  whieh  were  too  often  purfued  with 

rigoun     Thai  fpirit  of  fanaticifm,   which  had  deftroyed 

the  Saxons,  the  Albigeofes^  and  the  liuffites^  was  revived, 

K  3  Gibbet^ 


'  ^ 
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ft  O  o  K  Gibbets  were  erected  and  fires  kindled  anew,   to  check 
II. 

th^  progrefs  of  the  new  dodrine. 

No  foveareiga  was  fo  ready  to  make  yfe  of  thefe  expe- 
4ients  as  Philip  II.  His  tyranny  was  felt  in  every  part  of 
his  exteniive  monarchy;  and  his  zeal  for  his  religion 
prompted  him  to  perfecute  all  thole  who  fell  under  the 
denomination  of  heretics  or  infidels.  Deiigns  were  formed 
to  deprive  the  inhabitants  pf  the  Low  Countries  of  their 
privileges;  and  millions  of  citizens  were  condemned  to 
the  fcaffold.  The  people  revolted:  and  the  fame  icene 
^as  renewed  which  the  Venetians  had  (hewn  the  world 
many  centuries  before^  when  flying  from  oppreQon,  and 
finding  no  retreat  upon  land,  they  fought  an  afylum  upon 
the  waters.  Seven  fmall  provinces  lyiag  oa  the  northern 
fide  of  Brabant  and  Flanders,  which  were  rather  overflowed 
.f  han  watered  by  large  rivers,  and  often  covered  by  the  fea, 
whofe  violence  was  with  difficulty  reftrained  by  dikes ; 
liaving  no  weakh  but  what  accrued  from  ^  few  pafiure- 
lands,  and  a  little  fifliing ;  foi-med  one  of  ^hp  richeft  atic^ 
moft  powerful  republics  in  the  world^j  an^  which  may* 
perhaps,  be  confidered  as  the  model  of  conunercial  ftates. 
The  firft  efforts  of  this  united  people  had  not  the  defised 
fttccefss  bttt  though  they  were  frequently  defeated)  they 
ended  with  vidtories.  The  Spanifh  troopa  they  bad' to 
encounter,  were  the  befl:  in  Europe*  and  at  firft  gained 
fcveral  advantages.  But  by  degrees  the  new  repubticaRs 
recovered  their  lofles.  They  refified  with  firmn^fs;-  and 
gaining  experience  from  their  own  mifcarriages,  as  wcila^ 
from  the  example  of  their  enemies,  thpy  at  length. be- 
came their  fuperlors  in  the  art  of  war :  and  the  necei&tjr 
they  lay  under  of  difputing  every  inch  of  gi:ouiid  in  fo 
confined  a  country  as  Holland,  gave  them  opportunities 
of  improving  the  art  of  fortifying  a  country  or  a  toyvn  ia 
the  befl  manner. 

The  weak  ftate  of  Holland,  at  its  firft  rife,  ohUged  it 

(o  feek  for  arms  and  afiiflance  from  every  quarter  where 

....  .     . 

there 
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•there  was  any  profpeA  of  obtaining  it.    It  granted  an  ify-  *  /*  **  ^ 
lum  to  pirates  of  all  natioas,  with  a  view  of  empk^ing  v 
thcmagaiaft  tbe  Spaniards;  and  this  was  the  founda- 
tion of  their  nayal  ilrength.    Wife  hiw9»  an  admirable 
order,   a  conftitution   which  preferved  equality  among 
mankind,  an  excellent  police  and  a  fpirit  of  toleration^ 
foon  ereded  this  republic  into  a  powerful  ftate.    In  the 
year  1590,  the  Hollanders  more  than  bnce  humbled  th(t 
pride  of  the  Spanifh  flag.     They  had  already  eftabliihed 
a  lund  of  trade,  the  moft  fui  table  chat  could  be  to  their 
£tuation.    Their  vefleb  were  employed  34  they  are  ftiii, 
in  carrying  the  merchandize  of  one  nation  to  another. 
The  Hsinfe  Towns,  and  fome  towns  in  Italy,  were  iq 
pofieflion  of  thefe  tranfports:    and  the  Hollanders,    iq 
competition  with  then},  by  their  frugality  foon  gained 
the  advantage.     Their  ihips  of  war  prote^ed  their  mer- 
chantmen.   Their  merchants  grew  ambitious  of  extend- 
Sng  their  commerce :  and  got  the  trade  of  Lifbon  intq 
fh^ir  bunds,  where  they  purebred  Indian  ^oods  whici\ 
Ihey  foM  a|;ain  to  ^U  the  ftates  of  Europe. 

Philip  H.  having  made  himielf  mafter  of  Portugal, 
fnjoined  his  n<fw  fubjefts  in  1594^  to  hold  no  correfpon- 
^^Ace  :With  his  eoemies.  This  arbitrary  prince  did  not 
forefee  th^t  this  prohibition,  which  h^  thought  miif^ 
nreaken  the  Hollanders,  would  in  fa6l  render  them  more 
formidable,  Ha4  not  thefe  difcerning  navigators  been 
excluded  from  a  port,  upon  whieh  the  whole  fuccefs 
of  their  naval  cnterprizes  depended,  there  is  reafon  to 
believe  that  tjiey  T^o^ld  have  contented  themfelves  with 
the  large  comm^ce  they  carried  on  in  the  European 
feas,  without  thinking  of  failing  to  r^mo^er  climates. 
But  as  it  was  impoffib^Ie  to  preierve  their  trade  without  the; 
produ&ions  of  Ac  eaft,  they  were  forced  to  go  beyond  a 
(phere  which  was,  perhaps,  too  confined  for  a  (Ituarion 
like  theirs;  and  rcfolved  to  feek  their  riches  at  the  foun- 
tain-bead. 

K  +  It 
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BOOK       It  appeared  to  be  the  beflplaii  io  fit  out  (hips,  and  fend 

«    _  '^  J  them  to  India :    but  the  Hollanders  wanted  pilots  who 

The  iirif       wece  acquainted  with  the  feae,  and  faiftors  who  underftoo4 

the  Hoiiaa-  *^^  commerce  of  Alia.    They  were  alarmed  at  the  danger 

«ierft  to  In.   pf  making  lopg  voyages,  where  the  enemy  was  mafter  of 

the  coafts,   and  of  having  their  veflels  interceptctd  during 

a  pafTage  of  fix  thoufand  leagues.    It  was  judged  more 

advifeable  to  attempt  th^  difcovery  of  a  pafl^ge  to  China 

and  Japan  through  the  northern  feas,  which  would  be 

ihorter  as  well  as  more  wholcfome  and  fecure.    The  Eng- 

lifli  had  made  the  atte^npt  in  vaiu :  and  the  Hollander^ 

renewed  it  with  no  better  fuccefs. 

While  they  were  engaged  in  this  enterprize>  Cornelius 
Houtman»  a  merchant  of  that  nation^  a  man  of  a  pene- 
trating and  daring  genius,  being  detained  at  Lilbon  for 
debt,  gave  the  merchants  at  Amfterdam  to  uoderiland, 
that  if  they  would  procure  his  enlargement,  he  would 
comn^unicate  to  them  many  difcoveries  he  had  made,  which 
might  turn  to  their  advantage.  He  had  in  fa£t  informed 
himfelf  of  every  particular  relating  to  the  paflage  to  India* 
and  the  manner  of  carrying  on  trade  in  thofe  parts.  His 
propofals  were  accepte4>  and  his  debts  difcharged.  The 
information  he  gave  proving  anfwerable  to  the  expei^a- 
tions  he  had  raifed,  thofe  who  had  releafe4  him  from 
his  confinement,  formed  an  afTociation  under  the  name  of 
the  Company  of  diftant  Countries,  and  gave  him  the  com- 
mand of  four  velTels  to  condy6l  thqm  to  India  by  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope. 

The  principal  objc6t  of  this  voyage  was  to  obferve  the 
coafts,  the  inhabitants  and  the  trade  of  different  places, 
avoiding,  as  much  as  podible,  the  Portuguefe  fettiements. 
Houtman  reconnoitred  the  coafls  of  Africa  and  Brazil ; 
made  feme  (lay  at  Madagafcar,  touched  at  the  Maldives, 
and  vifited  the  ifiands  of  Sunda  :  where  finding  the  country 
abounding  in  pepper,  he  bought  a  quantity  of  it,  toge- 
ther with  fomc  others  of  the  mod  valuable  fpices.     His 

prudence 
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prudence    procured  him    an    alliance    with    the    prin-  BOOK 
cipal*  fovcreign  of  Java  j    but  the  Portuguefe,   notwith-.  *' 

ftandtfig  they  were  hdted,  and  had  no  fettlement  upon  thq 
iiland,  created  him  fome  enemies.  Having  got  the  better 
irflbft/*  tkimrfftcs  be  was  unavoidably  engaged  in,  be 
returned  With  his  fmall  fquadron  to  Holland;  where, 
though  be  brbught  little  wealth,  be  raifed  much  e^peda- 
ti&h.  He  brought  away  fome  negroes,  Chinefe,  and  in- 
habitants of  Mdfabir,  a  young  native  of  Malacca,  a  Ja- 
panefe,  and  Abdul  a  ptlot  of  the  Guzurat,  a  man  of  great 
abilities, .  atid  ferfedly  well  acquainted  with  the  coaft  of 
India. 

The  account ' given  by  Houtman,  and  the  difcoveries 
.^ade  m  the  courfe  of  the  voyage,  encouraged  the  mer- 
chants of  An)Aerdam  to  form  the  plan  of  a  fettlement  at 
Java,'  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  would  throw  the 
trade  of  pepper  info  their  hands,  place  them  near  the 
1  Hands  that  produce  mere  valuable  fpi<;.e^  apd  facilitate 
their  communication,  with  China  and  Japan,  would  fix 
them  at  a  diftance  frpm  the  centre  of.  that  European 
powef,  which  they  had  the  moft  reafon  to  dread  in  India* 
Admiral  Van  Neck,  who  was  fent  upon,  this  ij|()pQrtant> 
expedition  with  eight  veflels,  arrived,  at  the  ifland  of 
Java,  where  he  found  the  inhabitants  prejudiced  againft 
his  nation.  They  fought  and  negotiated  by  turns.  Abdul 
the  pilot,  the  Chinefe,  and  a]>ove  all  the  hatred  that 
prevailed  againfl  the  Portuguefe,  proved  of  fervice  to  the 
Dutch.  They  were  permitted  to  trade,  and,  in  a  fliort 
time,'  Utted  out  four  velTels  laden  with  fpices  and  fome 
linens.  The  admiral,  with  the  reft  of  his  fleet,  failed  to 
the  Moluccas,  \yrhere  )ie  learnt  that  the  natives  of  the 
country  had  forced  the  Portuguefe  to  abandon  fome  places, 
and  that  they  only  waited  for  a  fs^vourable  opportunity  of 
expelling  them  from  the  reft.  He  eftabliihed  factories  in 
feveral  of  thefe  iflands,  entered  into  treaty  wit|i  fpme  pf 
file  fovereigns,  and  returned  to  Europe  laden  with  riches. 

It 
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BOOK  It  is  impoffible  to  deictibe  the  joy  that  prevailed  at  his 
return.  The  fuccefs  of  bi$  voyage  raiied  a  frefli  emula- 
tion. Societies  were  formed  in  moft  of  the  maritime  and 
trading  towns  in  the  low  countries.  Thefe  afibektions 
foon  became  fo  numerous,  that  they  injured  each  other : 
as  the  rage  of  purchafing  raifed  the  Talibe  of  commodities  to 
an  exorbitant  degree  in  India*  and  the  necedity  of  felling 
them  made  them  bear  a  low  price  in  Europe.  They  were 
on  the  point  of  being  ruined  by  their  own  efforts,  and  by 
the  want  of  power  in  each  of  them  to  reiift  a  formidable 
enemy,  fully  bent  upon  their  deftrudion :  when  the  go- 
vernment, which  is  fometimes  wifer  than  individuals, 
opportunely  Jftepped  in  to  their  aimiance. 
EilaMIih-  In  1602  the  ilates  general  united  thefe  different  fbdefties 
indiadoib-  "^^^  ^^?  body,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  bf'Eaft 
p*jr*  '  India  Company.  It  was  invefled  with  authority  to  make 
peace  or  war  with  the  eatlem  princes,  to<  ereft  forts, 
chilfe  their  own  governors,  maintain  garrifons,  and  to 
nominate  officers  for  the  conduft  of  the  police,  and  thCi 
adminifiration  of  juftice. 

This  company,  which  had  no  parallel  in  antiquity, 
and  was  the  pattern  of  all  fucceeding  focicties  of  the  fame 
kind,  fet  out  with  great  advantages.  The  private  aflb- 
ciations  which  had  been  previoufly  formed,  proved  of 
fervice  to  it  by  their  misfortunes,  and  even  by  their  mif- 
takes.  The  great  number  of  vcffels  which  they  fitted  out 
had  contributed  to  make  all  the  branches  of  trade  per- 
fectly -undcrftood ;  to  form  many  officers  and  feamen  ^ 
and  to  encourage  citizens  of  repute  to  undertake  thefe 
foreign  expeditions ;  perfons  only  of  no  eftin^iation  or 
fortune  having  been  expofed  in  the  firft  voyages. 

So  many  united  affiftances  could  not  fail  of  being  im- 
proved to  advantage,  when  profecuted  with  vigour ;  and, 
accordingly,  the  new  company  foon  acquired  a  confider- 
able  degree  of  power.  It  was  a  new  ftate,  ereded  within 
<he  ftate    itfelf,   which  enriched  it,    and  increafed  its 

llrcngth 
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firength  abroad ;  but  nQight,  in  tixnc;^  weaken  the   in-  B  O  Q,  K 
^uence  of  the  democratical  principle,  which  infpirefi  the 
jove  of  equality  and  pariimonyf  of  the  l^ws,  and  of  one'j^ 
own  countrymen.  - 

Soo2«  after  it«  eftablKhment^  the  company  fitted  out  for. 
fndia  fourteen  ihips  and  fome  yachts,  under  the  com- 
mand  of  Admiral  Warwick,  whom  the  Hollanders  look 
upon  as. the  fp^nder  of  tlieir  commerce,  and  pf  their  pow- 
f rful  cplonies  in  the  eaft.  He  built  a  faftory  in  the  ifland 
of  Java,  and  fccured  it  by  fortifications ;  he  like.wife  built 
another  in  the  territories  of  the  king  of  Johor;  and 
formed  sdliances  with  feveral  princes  in  B^iigal.  He  ha^ 
ffequent  engagements  with  the  Portuguefe/ in  which  he 
had  almoft  aWays  the  advantage.  In  thofe  parts  where 
the  Portuguefe  had  appeared  in  the  charadler  of  merchants 
pnly,  he  found  it  neceflary  to  remove  the  prejudices  they 
had  raifed  againft  his  <:ountrymen,  whom  thqy  had  repre- 
fented  as  a  fet  of  banditti,  avowed  enemies  tp  all  regal 
authority,  aqd  addided  to  all  manner  of  vices.  The 
behaviour  of  the  Hollanders  and  the  Portuguefe  foon  con- 
vinced the  people  of  Afia  which  of  thefe  nations  had  the 
advantage  in  point  of  manners.  A  bloody  war  foon  en- 
fued  between  thefe  two  powers. 

The  Portuguefe  had  on  their  fide  the  advantage  of  a  Wars  of  the 
thorough  knowledge  of  thefe  feas  ;   they  were  accuftomed  and  Pon»- 
to  the  climate,  and  had  the  afliftance  of  ieveral  nations,  8««^c- 
which,  though  they  hated  them,  were  compelled  throuc^ 
fear  to  fight  for  their  oppreflbrs.    The  Hollanders  were 
animated  by  the  critical  fituation  of  their  affaics ;  by  the 
hopes  of  procuring  an  abfolute  and  lafting  independency, 
which  at  prefent  they  could  not  boaft  of;  by  the  ambkion 
of  eftablilhing  a  •vaft  commerce  upon  the  ruins  of  ;that  of 
their  old  mafters ;  and  by  the  hatred  which  a  difference  in 
religious  opinions  had  rendered  impkcabite.    Thefe  paf-     *    ' 
fions,  at  -the  fame  time  that  they  inipired  all  the  a6Uvity^ 
firength,  and  p^rfcv^rancc  neccffary  for  the  execution  of 
2  great 
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K  great  dcfigns,  did  not  hinder  them  from  taking  their 
meaAires  with  precaution.  Tlieir  humanity  an^  (ibneftjr 
attached  the  people  to  their  caufe ;  and  maiiy  pT  them' 
foon  declared  againft  their  ancieul;  opprefforsV   "      '^' 

The  Hollanders  were  coijitinually  fending. over  frefh 
colonifts*  ihips  ^nd  troops,  while  the  Portugue&  were  left 
without  any  forcp9  but  th^ir  owq.  Spain  did  hot  fend 
them  apy  fleets  of  merchant  11151^,  or  grant  tHera'  the 
prptedion  of  the  fquai^ron  which  had  hitherto  bidn  Kept 
Jn  India;  ihe  neither  repaired  their  places  of  ftrength, 
or  renewed  their  garrifons«  It  ihould  feem  that  Ihe' wanted 
to  humble  her  new  fubje^s  whom  (he  thought  not  foTub- 
jnifllve  as  might  be  wiifhed,  and  to  perpetuate  her  autho- 
rity by  expo(ing  them  to  repeated  IbflTes,  She  proceeded 
ftill  further;  and  to  prevent  the  tortuguefe  from  deflving 
any  fuccours  from  home>  feized  upon  the  inhabitants  and 
fcnt  them  to  ftalj^,  Flanders,  aqd  other  countries  wh?r^ 
ihe  was,  at  w^, 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  fcale  continued  even  for 

'  • '    •     . 

a  long  time,  and  the  fuccefs  was  various  on  both  fides« 

Nor  is  this  at  all  furprizing.  The  Portuguefc,  on  their 
arrival  in  India,  had  nothing  to  encounter  at  fea  but 
a  few  weak  veflels,  ill  built,  ill  armed  and  ill  defended  \ 
nothing  by  land  but  effeminate  men,  voluptuous  princes 
and  daftardly  flaves:  whereas  thofe  who  came  to  Weft 
the  fceptre  of  Alia  out  of  their  hands,  had  veflfels  to  board 
of  the  f^me  conftru6tion  as  their  own ;  regular  fortreifcs 
to  afTault,  and  to  conquer  and  fubdue  Europeans,  grown 
haughty  by  a  long  feries  of  viftorjes,  and  by  being  th^ 
founders  of  an  immenfe  empire. 

The  time  was  now  come,  when  the  Portugueie  were  to 
expiate  their  perfidy,  their  robberies  and  their  cruelties : 
and  the  prediftion  of  one  of  the  kings  of  Perfia  was  ful- 
filled, who  alking  an  ambalTador  juft  arrived  at  Gba,  how 
many  governors  his  mafter  had  beheaded  fincfe  the  efta- 
blllhment  t>f  his  povf'er  in  India,  received  (or  aitlVer^ 
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Slorie  at  all.    So  mmh  tit  tuorjiy  replied  the  mtnafcbj  his  BOOK 
duthprifj  cannat  be  of  long  duration  in  a  country  whore  jo 
many  a£lz  of  outrage  and  barbarity  are  committed. 

It  does  not,  however,  appear,  in  the  courfe  of  this  war« 
uiat  the  Hollanders  poffisfled  that  daring  raihnefs,  that 
uhfhakeu  Intrepidity,  which  had  marked  the  enterprizea 
df  the'Portuguefe;  but  there  was  a  confiftency  and  unre- 
Biitting  perfeverance  obfervable  in  all  their  defigns.'  Often 
repulfed,  but  never  difcouragedy  they  renewed  their  at^ 
tempts  with  frefli  vigour  and  on  a  better  plan.  They  ne- 
ver exposed  themfelves  to  the  danger  of  a  total  defes^t. 
If,  in  any  engagement,  their  (hips  had  fuffered,  they 
flieered  otf ;  and  as  they  never  loft  fight  of  their  commer- 
cial xuterefts/  the  vanquiihed  fleet,  while  it  was  repairing 
en  the  co^fis  belonging  to  ibmeof  the  Indian  princes, 
purchafed  merchandife,  and  returned  to  Holland.  By 
this  method  the  company  acquired  a  new  fund  which  ena^ 
bl^d  them  to  undertake  frefli  enterprizes.  If  tha  Hollan- 
ders^did  not  always  perform  great  actions,  they  never  at- 
tempted ufelefs  ones.  They  had  neither  the  pride  nor 
the  vain  glory  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  had  Frequently  en- 
gaged in,  war  rather  perhaps  through  the  love  of  fame 
than  of  power.  The  Hollanders  fteadily  purfued  their 
firft  pfan  without  fuffering  themfelves  to  be  diverted  from 
it  either  by  motives  of  revenge,  or  projedls  pf  conqueft. 

.In  the  year  i6o^,  they  endeavoured  to  open  a  commu- 
nication with  the  ports  belonging  to  the  vaft  empire  of 
C.hina,  which,  at  that  time,  was  cautious  of  admitting 
flrangers.  The  Portuguele  found  means,  by  bribery,  and 
the  intrigues  of  their  millionaries,  to  geY  the  Hollanders 
excluded.  They  refolved  to  extort  by  force  what  they 
could  not  obtain  by  intreaty,  and  determined  to  inter- 
cept the  veflels  belonging  to  the  Chinefe.  This  piratical 
proceeding  did  not  anfwer  their  expectations.  A  Portu- 
guefe fleet  failed  from  Macao  to  attapk  the  pirates  who 
thought  proper  to  retire.  The  inequality  of  their  num- 
bers. 
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B  O  (y  K  bers»  the  impoftbility  of  refitting  in  (bes  where  they  had 
ho  ffaelter*  and  the  fear  of  committing  the  Chsira&r  of 


their  nation  in  the  tyts  of  a  great  ent^ire  whofe  good  opi- 
nion it  was  their  intercft  to  prefiure;  all  thefe  confidera- 
tions  deterbintd  thetn  to  decline  the  rencounter:  but 
ihis  was  only  for  a  ihort  time. 

SoMk  years  aftftr  the  Hollaaders  be&eged  a  place  of 
which  they  had  iekmed  thfe  importance.  Thfe  enterprizci. 
did  not  fiicceed;  but  as  they  nerer  loft  any  advantage  that 
i^uld  be  gained  by  their  armaments;  they  fent  that  whicU 
they  had  employed  againft  Macao  to  torm  a  colony  iii 
tJiePilcadore-ifles;  Thefe  are  rocks  ^here  no  water  is 
to  be  had  In  dry  (eafons,  and  no  proyifions  at  any  time^ 
TheiSe  intonrenietices  were  not  counterbalanced  by  any 
Iblid  a'dvanfeges«  b^caufe  the  people  of  the  neigh&bur- 
ing  continent  were  iforbidden^  on  the  ievereft  penalties^ 
to  hold  any  correfpondence  with  ftrangers  which  might 
be  dangerous  fo  near  the  coafts.  The  Hollanders  had 
determined  to  abandon  a  fettlement  which  they  defpaired 
t>f  making  ufeful,  when,  in  the  year  1624,  they  wifere  ini 
vlted  to  fix  at  Formofa,  and  had  afltirances  giv^n  then! 
that  the  'Chineie  merchants  would  be  allowed  full  liberty 
to  go  there  and  trade  with  them. 
^  -J  ,  This  ifland,  though  it  lies  oppolitc  tb  the  province  of 

Ijmdenform  Fokien^  at  the  diftance  of  only  thirty  leag\ies  fbom  the 

ii^fS^&!  ^^^^'  ^^  "^*  ^^^J®^  ^^  ^^  domiiiioh  of  the  Chinefe, 
whofe  genius  does  not  incline  them  to  conqueft,  ahd  who, 
through  an  inhuman  and  ill-judged  policy^  would  rather 
fuffer  a  decreafe  of  population,  than  tranfplant  their  fu- 
pernumerary  fubjedls  to  the  rieighliouring  countries. 
Formofa  was  found  to  be  a  hundred  ahd  thirty  or  forty 
leaigues  in  circumference.  Its  inhabitants,  if  we  may 
Judge  from  their  maiitiers  and  their  appearance,  feerined 
to  be  defcended  from  the  Tartars  in  the  moft  northcfn 
jpart  of  Aiia :  and  probably  found  their  wa^  through  the 

country 
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country  of  Corea»     They  lived  cUefly  by  fiflung  zmi  BOOS 
hunting,  and  went  almoft  naked. 

Thb  Hollanders*  having,  without  difficulty  informed 
themfelves  of  every  particular  that  prudesee  fuggefted^ 
thought  it  mod  advifeable  to  fix  their  Settlement  oa  a 
iinall  ifland  that  lay  contiguous  to  the  larger  one.  This 
fituation  afforded  them  three  confiderable  advamta^sei 
they  could  eafily  dtifend  theiafelves  if  hajtred  or  jealoui^ 
ihould  incline  their  neighbours  to  give  them  any  diihir- 
bance;  the  two  iflands  afibrded  them  an  harbour,  and 
they  could  caiily  carry  on  a  fafe  communication  with 
China  during, the  Monfoons;  which  they  could  not  have 
done  in  any  other  portion  they  could  have  pitched  upon« 

The  new  colony  infenfibly  gained  ftrength  without  at-* 
tracing  any  notice*  'till  it  roft  at  once  to  a  degree  of 
confequence  that  aftoniflied  all  Afia.  This  nnexpedecj 
profperity  was  owing  to  the  conqueft  of  China  by .  th^ 
Tartars.  Thus  it  is  that  torrents  enrich  the  vallies  wi^h 
the  (lores  they  carry  down  from  the  defolated  mountains^ 
Above  a  hundred  thoufand  Chinefe*  who  refolved  not  te 
Aibmit  to  the  conqueror,  fled  for  refuge  to  Formofa* 
They  carried  with  them  that  activity  whidi  is  peculiar  td 
their  charader,  the  manner  of  cultivating  lice  and  iugar» 
and  were  the  means  of  drawing  thither  ftom  thek  own 
nation  an  infinite  number  of  vefTels.  In  a  ihort  time  th< 
ifland  became  the  centre  of  all  the  correfpondence  that 
Was  carried  on  between  Java»  Siam,  the  Philippine  ifland^i 
China,  Japan  and  the  reh  of  thofe  countries ;  and  in  a 
few  years  was  coiifidered  as  the  firft  mart  in  India.  Th^ 
Hollanders  flattered  themfelves  with  tiie  profped  of  fiill 
greater  advantages;  but  fortune  deceived  their  expecr 
tations.  ^ 

A  CaiKESB,  called  Equam,  of  obfctire  birth,  whofe 
turbulent  difpofition  had  made  bim  turn  pirate,  had  at* 
f  ained,  by  the  ih-eo^^  of  his  talents,-  to  the  rank  of  high- 
admiral*    He  defended  his  comitry  agaikift  the  Tartars 

for 
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9  O  o  K  for  a  confiderable  time,  but  feeing  his  mafter  obliged  t<> 
fubmit,  he  endeavoured  to  make  terms  fer  bimfelf  with- 
^  the  conquerors.  He  was  dtopfcd  to  Pekia  where  he  was 
Stized,  and  condemned  by  the  whrpct  to  perpetual  impri-^ 
ionment,  in  which  he  is  fuppofed  lo  have  died  of  pcttibn* 
Coxinga  faved  himlelf  on  board  his  ftther's  fleets  vowed 
eternal  enmity  to  the  opprefi>rs  of  hts  family  and  country^ 
and  concluded  he  ihould  be  able  to  take  the  lerereft  n^ 
renge  upon  them,  if  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  Formofa; 
He  made  a  defcent  upon  it,  and  the  aiuaifter  Hamhroeck 
was  taken  priibiler  in  the  attempt; 

.Being  appointed  with  fome  other  pi-Hbn^rs  to  be  fent* 
to  the  fort  of  Zealand,  to  pff vaU  wkh  his  conatrym^s  t(> 
capitulate,  this  republican  called  to  tnind  the  example  of 
Regulus ;  he  exhdrted  them  to  be  firm,  and  afed  every 
argument  to  perfuade  them  that  if  they  ftrenuoufly  per- 
fevered,    they  would  oblige  the  enemy  to  retire.    The 
garrifon  being  aware  that  this  generous  man  would,  ofl 
his  return  to  the  camp,   fM  a  facrifice  to  his  urngMm* 
mity,   ufed  their  utmoft  efforts  to  detain  him*    Their 
remonftrances  were  feconded  by  the  tendereft  folkifations 
of  two  of  his  daughters,  who  were  in  the  citadeL    His 
anfwer  was,  /  bav£  pUdgtd  my  honour  to  ntum  t$  mj  con-*' 
finement :  I  hid  myfelf  obligid  t9  ptrform  $nj  frnuft.     My 
mimwy  flmU  tuvtr  he  fwOi^  with  tbi  reprooA^  that  out  of 
ngard  to  my  ownfafety  I  was  ibe  cauft  offtvtrer  tuatmenti   ' 
or  perhaps  of  death^  to  thi  comfaaiom  of  ttty  tmforiune. 
After  this  heroic  fpeech  he  calmly  retumied  to  the  Chinefe 
camp,  and  the  flege  began. 

NoTwiTHSTAMDiMo  th«  fortifications  w^re  in  a  bad^ 
condition,  and  the  fort  ill  ftored  with  amn[ionition  and 
provifions ;  notwithftanding  the  garriion  was  weak,'  and 
the  fuccours  font  to  attack  die  enemy  had  retreated  with 
difgrace,  Coyet  the  governor  made  an  obftinate  defence. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1662,  biing  forced  to  capi- 
tulate, he  repaired  to  Batavla,  where  his  fuperiors  had 

.  recourfc 
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tecottrfe  to  thofe  iDiqpttous  ftate-intrigues  which  are  fre-  BOOK 
>qti€ntly  pradtifed  in  all  governments.  They  caft  reflections 
iipott  liit^tonduA,  id'pFevent  any  ftfpicion  that  the  lofs 
o£.  fo  impotiant  a  fettlei^nt  was  owing  ta  their  owh  feHy, 
fjr  neglig^cfe.  The  attenipts  made  to  recoVer  it,  proved 
iitifuceiftAl ;  sftid  thfe  Kfelknders  were  at  laft  reduced  t6 
ther  ttEJteffity  of  carrying  on  a  trade  with  Canton  on  the 
ftmt'coiidltfortsr,  arid  under  the  fahie  reftri^dons  as  other 
featidns."- 

rirnit9^apt)ear=fomfew1iat  fihgtllar,  that  fiiicfe  the  year 
1683  when  Formofa  fell  under  the  dominion  of  China, 
no  "EoTOpeans^aye  fever  attempted  to  form  any  Settlement 
there,.  Mpon  the  fanie  conditions  at  leaft,  as  that  of  the 
^Poitu^tief^  at^  Mflcab.     Biit  heddes  th^  the  fufpicioua 
.tem^  of  the  nation  to  whom  that  iiland  i)elongs,  gives 
iM^6onavt6.e}epe£t  fueh  a  piece  of  compiaifance  froni 
-^Kem/«i)e  may  ^venture  tb  pronounce  that  fuch  an  enter* 
"^frifc  wt>xM  be  a  bad  x>ne;    Formofa  was  a  place  of  im- 
-ybrtifhee  only  fo  long  as  the  Japanefb  had  a  communica- 
tioh  wJHlIt,  and  its  produce  was  allowed  a  free  importa- 
tion Iffto  Japan. 

^  The  Hollanders  feemed  to  be  for  ever  excluded  frotti 
this  empire.  After  fome  unfuccefsful  attempts,  they 
feegahr' to  defpair  of  getting  any  footing  there;  when  one 
of  thettVaptains,  i*ho  was  thrown  upon  the  coafts  of  Japan 
by  a  ftirm  in  1609;  informed  them  that  the  people  were 
fiaVourably"8ifpofed  towards  them. 

'Aiiout  a  century  before  this,  the  government  of  Japan  T^^jg  ^f 
had  been  changed.     A  magnanimous  people  had  been  ^^^  HoUau'i 
tna\le  ful-ious  by  a  tyrant.    Taycofama  who  from  a  fol-  japan, 
dici*  beciime  a  general,  and  from  a  general  an  emperor, 
bad  liftirpcd  the  whole  power,  and  aboliftied  all  the  rights- 
of  the  people.     Having  ftripped  the  Dairo  of  the  little  re- 
mains of  his  authority,  Ke  had  reduced  all  the  petty  princes 
of  the  country  Mder  his  rubje6lion.     Tyranny  is  arrived 
^t  Its  height  when  it  eftabliihes  defpotifm  by  law.    Tayco- 
Vol.  I.  L  fama 
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BOOK  fama  went  ftill  further,  and  ftrengthencd  it  by  fanguinarj^ 
laws.  His  civil  legiflation  was  adhially  a  code  of  crimi- 
nal profecutions,  exhibiting  nothing  but  fcafFolds,  punifh* 
ments,  criminals,  and  executioners. 

The  Japanefe,  alarmed  at  this  profpeA  of  flavery,  had 
recourfe  to  arms.  Torrents  of  blood  were  flied  through- 
out the  empire:  and  though  liberty  miglit  be  fuppofed  to 
be  fuperior  m  courage  to  tyranny,  the  latter  triumphed 
over  it.  Tyranny  became  ftill  more  ferocious,  when  ani- 
mated by  the  fpirit  of  revenge.  An  inquifition,  public  as 
well  as  private,  difmayed  the  citizens ;  they  became  fpies, 
informers,  accufers,  and  enemifes  to  each  other.  An  error 
in  the  adminlftration  of  the  police  was  (!onflrued  into  a 
crime  againft  the  ftate ;  and  an  unguarded  expreilion  was 
u  .  made  high-treafon.    Perfecution  affumed  the  character  of 

legiflation.  Three  fuccelfive  generations  were  doomed  to 
welter  in  their  own  blood ;  and  rebel  parents  gave  life  to 
a  profcribed  poilerity. 

During  a  whole  century,  Japan  refembled  a  dungeon 
filled  with  criminals,  or  a  place  of  execution.  The 
throne,  which  was  planted  upon  the  ruins  of  4he  altar, 
was  furrounded  with  gibbets.  The  fubjedls  were  become 
as  cruel  as  their  tyrant.  -  They  fought,  with  a  (Irange  avi- 
dity, to  procure  death,  by  committing  crimes  which  were 
readily  fuggefted  under  a  defpotic  government.  For  want 
of  executioners,  they  puniflied  themfelves  for  the  lofs  pf 
•  liberty,  or  revenged  themfelves  of  tyranny  by  putting  an 
end  to  their  own  exigence.  To  enabk  them  to  face  de^h^ 
and  to  aflift  them  in  fufFefing  it,  they  derived  new  cou- 
rage from  chriitianity,  which  the  Portuguefe  had  intro* 
duced  amongft  them. 

Thb  oppreffions  the  Japanefe  laboured  under  afforded 
an  opportunity  for  the  profefTors  of  this  new  wodhip,  to 
make  nnmerous  profelytes.  The  mifitonaries  who  preached 
a  fuffering  religion,  were  lii):ened  to  with  attention.  In 
vain  did  the  doctrine  of  Confucius  try  to  gain  reception 

among 
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imong  a  people  who  bordered  upon  China.     Some  erro-  BOOK. 
neous  tenets  of  chriftianity,  which  bore  a  confiderable 
affinity  to  thofe  of  the  fiudzoifts>  and  the  penances,  equally 
enjoined  by  the  two  *  fyfteihs^  procured  the  Portuguefe 
mUfionaxies  feveral  profelytes.    fiut  fetting  afide  this  re- 
femblance»  the  Japanefe  would  have  chofen  to  embrace 
chriftianity  merely  from  a  motive  of  hatred  to  the  prince. 
It  the  new  religion  was  difcountenanced  at  court,  it 
tould  not  fail  to  meet  with  a  favourable  reception  in  the 
lamilies.of  the  dethroned  princes.     It  added  frefh  fuel  to. 
their  r«fentmeat :  they  were  fond  of  a  flrange  God  whom 

• 

the  tyrant  did  npt  love.    Taycoiama  ruled  with  a  rod  of 

iron*    and  periecuted  the   chriiiians  as  enemies  to  the 

.ftate.    He  proiicribed  the  dodrines  imported  from  Europe^ 

and  this  proscription  made  them  ftrike  the  deeper  root; 

Piles  were  kindled j  and  millio^s  of  vidims  threw  themfelves 

into  the  flames.    The  emperors  of  Japan  tfanfcended  thofe 

of  Rome  in  the  art  of  perfecuting  the  chriftians*    During 

the  fpace  of  fort^  years  the  fcaffolds  were  ftained  with  the 

ittnoce&t  blo9d  of  martyrs.     This  proved  the  feed  of 

/chriftiAnityi  and  of  fedition  alfo.    Near  forty  thoufand 

chriftians.in  the  kingdom  or  province  of  Darima  took  up 

erms  in  the  wAmt,  and  for  the  name  of  Chrift;  and  de- 

.  fended  themfehret  with  fueh  fury^  that  not  a  fingle  perfon 

fiuipivtd  the  daughter  occafioned  by  perfecution. 

Thx  na(yigation»  trade«  and  fadories  of  the  Portuguefe 

.  were  prefinred  during  this  ^eat  crifis.    The  court  and 

.  the  people  ha4>  heiwever,  for  a  }ong  time,  been  jealous 

:  of  them  ^  they  had  incurred  the  fufpieion  of  government 

by  their  itmbition^  their  intrigues^  an^perhaps  by  their 

■  fecret  cbnfpiifacies :  and  had  rendered  themfelves  odious 

to  the  people  by  their  avarice,  their  pride»   and  their 

treachery. .   But  as  the  merchandife  they  brought  y^zs 

grown  into  ftfluoc^  ai^d  could  not  be  procured  by  any 

other  channel^  they  were  not  excluded  from  Japan  till  the 

L  z  end 
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BOOK  end  of  the  year  1638 ;  when  other  merchants  ^ere  in  a 
fituatiori  to  fupply  their  place. 

Tkb  Hollanders,  who  had,  for  fonie  time,  entered 
into  competition  with  them;  were  not  involved  in  the  dif* 
grace.  As  thefe  republicans  had  never  (hewn  themfelves 
ambitious  of  interfering  with  the  government;  as  they  had 
fulFered  their  artillery  to  be  employed  againfl  the  chriftians; 
as  they  were  at  war  with  the  profcribed  nation ;  as  their 
ftrength  was  not  thoroughly  known,  and  they  appeared 
to  be  referved,  pliant,  modeii,  and  intirely  demoted  td 
commerce;  they  were  tolerated,  though  at  the  fame  time 
they  were  fubjefted  to  great  reftraints.  Three  years  after, 
whether  it  was  that  the  fpirit  of  intrigue  and  dominion 
feized  them,  or,  which  is  more  probable,  that  no  condud 
whatever  could  prevent  the  Japanefe  from  harbouring 
fufpicions,  they  were  deprived  of  the  liberty  and  the  pri- 
vileges they  enjoyed..    . 

Ever  ftnce  the  ye^r  164I)  they  have  b«en  confined  to 

m 

the  artificial  ifland  of  Difnia,  raifed  in  the-  harbour  df 
Nangafaque^  and  which  has  a  communication  with  the  city 
bridge.  As  foon  as  they  arrive,  their  (hips  are  ftripped,  by  a 
and  their  powder,  mufkets^  fwords,  guns^  and  even 
rudder,  carried  aihore.  In  this  kind  of  imp#ifonment  they 
are  treated  with  a  degree  of  contempt  which  is  beyond 
conception ;  and  can  tranfad  no  bufikiefs  but  with  com- 
milfaries  appointed  to  regulate  the  price  and  the  quantity 
of  their  merchandife.  It  is  impo(fible  that  the  t^mends 
with  which  they  have  endured  this  treatmelit  more  than  a 
century^  (hould  not  have  lefiened  them  in  the  eyes  of  the 
nation,  who  is  witnefs  of  it;  and  that  the  love  of  gain 
ihould  have  produced  fuch  an  extreme  infenilbiiicy  to 
infults,  without  tarnifhing  theiv>chara6ler. 

The  chief  commodities  which  the  Dutch  carry  to  Japan 
are  European  cloths,  filks,  fpices,  printed  linens,  fugar, 
and  dyer's  wood.  Thefe  articles  wer.e  formerly  of  confi-i 
derable  importance.    In  the  very  year  of  the  company's 

difgrace 


I 

* 


\  IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES. 


^49 


/ 


•difgraccy  its  rctun^s  amounted  to  fixteen  millions  » :  but  BOOK 
the  (hackles,  which  from  time  to  time  have  been  impofed 
upon  ity  have  gradually  reduced  their  once  flourifhing 
trade  to  nothing.  The  cargo  of  the  two  vefTels  they 
.fend  annually,  cannot  be  fold  for  more  than  a  million^. 
They>  receive  in  payment  eleven  thoufand  chefls  of  copper, 
at  forty-one. livres  four  fols  ^  per  chefl,  which  weighs  one 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds.  Their  expences,  including 
prefents  and  the  charge  of  the  embaiTy  they  fend  every 
year  to  the  emperor,  generally  amount  to  two  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  livres  ^9  and  their  profits  do  not  exceed 
three  hundred  and  ten  thoufand^;  fo  that  if  the  company 
gains  forty  thoufand  livres  ^  it  is  reckoned  a  good  year. 

The  trade  of  the  Chinefe,  who,  except  the  Hollanders, 
ftre  the  only  foreigners  admitted  into  the  empire,  is  not 
more  extenfive  than  theirs,  and  fubje^ed  to  the  fame 
reftridions.  Ever  fince  the  year  1688'  they  are  confined 
<!uring  the  continuance  of  the  fale  of  their  goods,  without 
the  walls  of  Nangafaque,  ia  a  kind  of  prifon,  which  is 
divided  into  fev^ral  huts,  furrounded  with  a  palifade, 
imd  defended  by  a  good  ditch,  and  a  guard  placed  at  all 
the  gates.  Thefe  precautions  have  been  taken  in  confe- 
quence  of  adtfcovery  that  fome  works,  in  favour  of  chrif- 
tiantty,  had  been  Ibid  together  with  fome  books  of  philow 
ibphy  and  morality^  The  European  miiiionaries  had 
ordered  fome  people  of  Canon  to  circulate  them,  and  the 
^dte  of  gain  betrayed  them  into,  a  piece  of  chicaneryi^ 
which  has  coft  them  very  dear. 

It  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  thofe who  have  changed 

the  ancient  government  of  the  cauntry  into  the  moft  ai'bi-* 

« 

trary  tyranny  upon  earth,  would  look  upon  all  intcrcourfe 
with  Grangers  as  dangerous  to  their  authority.  There  is 
the  more  reafon  for  this  cpnjeflure,  as  the  inhabitants 

^  700,000  K  ^4i>7S®^  *  il.  i6s.  od.  |.        /*  11,150  h 

•  About  131,6871.  '  x>75ol' 
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are  all  forbidden,  on  pain  of  death,  to  go  out  of  their 
country.  This  rigorous  ediGt  is  become  the  fundamental 
maxim  of  the  empire. 

Thus  the  inhuman  policy  of  theflate  has  deprived  h  of 
thetonly  means  of  acquiring  a  milder  temper,  by  foftening 
the  national  character.  The  Japanefis,  fiery  as  his  climate, 
and  reftlefs  as  the  octan  that  furrounds  him,  required  that 
the  utmoft  fcope  ihould  be  given  to  his  adivity,  which 
could  only  be  done  by  encouraging  a  brifk  trade.  To 
prevent  the  neceflity  of  retraining  him  by  puniihments, 
it  was  neceflary  to  keep  him  in  exercife  by  conftant  labour; 
and  to  allow  his  vivacity  an  uninterrupted  career  abroad, 
when  it  was  in  danger  of  kindling  the  flame  of  fedition  at 
hohie.  That  energy  of  mind  which  has  degenerated  into 
fanaticifm, '  would  have  been  improved  into  induftry  ; 
contemplation  v^uld  have  changed  into  a^^ion;  and  the 
fear  of  punifhment  into  the  love  of  pleafure,  Inftead  of 
leading  a  detefted  life,  fettered,  abufed,  and  maddened 
by  a  conftant  ftruggle  with  the  fevere  reftraints  of  la?/, 
the  Japanefe  would  have  been  led  by  curiofity  to  traverfe 
the  ocean,  and  viiit  foreign  nations.  By  a  frequent  change 
of  place  and  climate  he  would  inieniibly  have  changed 
his  manners,  opinions,  and  charader;  and  thif  change 
would  have  been  as  happy  for  him  as  it  is  for  ^he  gene-  ' 
rality  of  people.  What  lie  may  chance  to  lofe  by  this 
intercourfe  as  a  citizen,  he  will  gain  as  a  man :  ,but  the 
Japanefe  are  become  tygers  through  the  cruelty  of  their 
tyrants. 

Whatever  may  be  faid  in  praife  of  the  Spartans,  the 
Egyptians,  and  other  diilin&  nations,  who  have  owed 
their  fuperior  ftrcngth,  grandeur,  and  permanency  to  the 
ftate  of  reparation  in  which  they  kept  themfelves ;  liuipan 
kindhas-receivedno  benefit  from  thefe  fmgular  inftitutions. 
On  the  contrary,  the  fpirit  of  intercourfe  is  ufcful  to  all 
nations,  as  it  promotes  a  mutual  communication  of  their 
produftions  and  knowledge.     In  a  word,  if  it  were  ufclefs 

or 
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pr  pernicious  to  fomc  particular  people,  it  was  neceffary  BOOK 

for  the  Japanefe.     By  commerce  they  would  hare  become 

enlightened  in  China,  civilized  in  India,  and  cured  of  all 

their  prejudices  among  the  Europeans. 

Thb  Dutch  had  the  good  fortune  to  have  refources  TheMo- 

which  indemnified  them  for  the  lofs  they  had  fuftaincd  at  ^"5"'  ^^ 

^  mit  to  tne 

Japan.  They  had  not  yet  entered  into  (Commerce  witii  thcfe,  Dutch. 
the  moft  remarkable  iflands  in  the  torrid  Zone,  when^ 

,  ft 

they  attempted  to  fecure  to  themfelves  that  of  the  Mo- 
luccas, The  PortugUefe,  who  had  long  been  in  pofTeliion 
of  them,  were  obliged  to  fhare  their  advantages  with  their 
maflers  the  Spaniards;  and,  at  length,  to  give  up  the 
trade  almoft  entirely  to  them.  The  two  nations^  divided  in 
their  interefls,  and  perpetually  at  war  with  each  other, 
becaufe  the  government  had  neither  lehure  nor  art  to 
remove  their  mutual  antipathy,  united  to  ol)pofe  the  fub- 
jefts  of  the  United  Provinces.  The  latter,  affifted  by  the 
natives  of  the  country,  who  had  not  yet  learned  to  fear  or 
hate  them,  by  degrees  gained  the  fuperiority.  The  an- 
tient  conquerors  were  driven  out  about  the  year  1627 ; 
and  their  place  was  fupplied  by  others  equally  avaritious, 
*  though  lefs  turbulent,  and  tetter  inftrufted. 

As  fbon  as  the  Dutch  had  eftablifiied  themfelves  firmly 
at  the  Moluccas,  they  endeavoured  to  get  the  exclufive 
trade  of  fpices  into  their  own  bands :  an  advantage,  which 
the  nation  they  had  juft  expelled  was  never  able  to  pro- 
cure. They  Ikilfully  availed  themfelves  both  of  the  forts 
they  had  taken  fword  in  hand,  and  thofc  they  had  im- 
prudently been  fufFered  to  ereft,  to  draw  the  kings  of 
Tcmate  and  Tidor,  who  were  mafters  of  this  Archipelago, 
into  their  fcheme.  Thefe  princes- found  themfelves  ob- 
liged to  confent,  that  the  clove  and  ntitmeg  trees  (hould 
be  rooted  up  in  the  iflands  tfiat  wxre  ftill  under  their 
dominion.  The  firft  of  thefe  fceptcred  flaves,  in  coij^fidcr- 
^tion  of  this  great  facrifice,  received  ^  pennon  pf  64,500 

L  4  livrca 
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BOOK  livresa;  and  the  other  one  of  about  12,000  b.  Agarrifom 
of  feven  hundred  men  was  appointed  to  fecure  the  perform-  ' 
ance  of  this  treaty  :  and  to  fo  low  an  ebb  was  the  power 
of  thefe  kings  reduced  by  war,  tyranny,  and  misfortunes, 
that  thefe  forces  would  be  mo];*e  than  fufficiept  to  keep 
them  in  this  ftale  of  dependance,  if  it  were  not  neceflary 
to  have  an  eye  upon  the  Philippine  iflands,  whofe  vici- 
nity conftantly  occafions  fome  alarm.  Notwithftanding 
the  inhabitants  are  prohibited  from  carrying  on  any  navi- 
gation, snd  that  no  foreign  nation  is  admitted  among 
them  ;  the  Dutch  trade  there  is  in  a  languifhing  ftate  ; 
as  they  have  no  means  of  exchange,  nor  any  filver  but 
what  they  carry  over  to  pay  their  troops,  their  commiffion- 
crs  and  penlions.  This  government,  deducing  the  fmall 
profits,  cofts  the  company  140,000  Hvres*^  a-year. 

This  lofs  is  fully  compenfated  at  Amboyna,  where 
they  have  engroffed  the  cultivation  of  cloves.  The  tree 
that  produces  them  is,  as  to  its  bark,  very  much  like  the 
olive-tree,  and  refembles  the  laurel  in  its  height  and  the 
fhape  of  its  leaves.  It  produces  at  the  extremity  of  its 
numerous  branches,  a  prodigious  quantity  of  flowers, 
which  are  white  at  firft,  then  green,  and  at  laft  grow  red 
and  pretty  hard.  When  they  arrive  at  this  degree  of 
maturity,  they  are,  properly  fpeaking,  cloves.  As  it 
dries,  the  clove  affumes  a  dark  yellowifli  caft ;  when 
gathered,  it  becomes  of  a  deep  brown.  No  verdure  is 
ever  feen  under  this  plant,  which  is  'doubtlefs  owing  to 
its  exhaufting  all  the  nutritious  juices  of  the  foil  that 
produces  it. 

The  feafon  for  gathering  the  cloves  is  from  OAober 
to  February,  They  fhake  the  boughs  of  the  tree  forci- 
bly, or  beat  down  the  cloves  with  long  reeds.  Large 
cloths  are  fpread  to  receive  them,  and  they  are  after- 
wards either  dried  in  the  fun,  or  in  the  fmoke  of  the 
bamboo  cane. 

*  Aboui  2 fill  1.  *•  515 1.  •  6,125!. 
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The  cloves  which  efcape  the  notice  of  thofe  who  gather  BOOK 
f  hem,  or  are  purpofely  left  upon  the  tree,  continue  to 
erow  till  ^ey  are  about  an  inch  in  thicknefs^  and  tbefe 
falling,  off,  produce  new  plants^  which  ^o  not  bear  in 
lefs  than  eight  or  nine  years.  Thefe  doves,  which  they 
call  mother-cloved,  though  inferior  to  the  common  fort, 
arc  not  without  their  value.  The  Dutch  preferve  them  ia 
fugar,  and,  in  long  voyages,  eat  them  after  meals  to  pro* 
mote  digeflion ;  or  make  ufe  of  them  as  an  agreeable  re* 
mcdy  for  the  fcurvy. 

The  clove,  to  be  in  perfection,   muft  be  full  fized, 
heavy,  oily  and  eafily  broken ;  of  a  fine  fmell,   and  a 
hot  aromatic  taile,   fo  as  almofl  to  burn  the  throat ;  it 
fhoul^  make  the  fingers  fmart  when  handled,  and  leave  an 
pily  moiflur^  upon  them  when  preiTed.      The  principle 
ufe  of  it  is  for  culinary  purpofes.    In  fome  part  of  Eu- 
rope, and  in  India  in  particular,  it  is  fo  much  admired 
as  to  be  thought  an  indifpenfibl^  ingredient  in  almofl  every 
dilh.    It  is  put  into  their  food,  liquors,  wines,  and  enters 
likewife  into   the  compofition  of  perfumes.     It  is  little 
ufed  in  medicine ;  but  there  is  an  oil  extracted  from  it 
which  is  in  confiderable  repute. 
Th  b  company  have  allotted  the  inhabitants  four  thou- 
«  fsind  parcels  of  land,  on  each  of  which  they  were  at  firfl 
allowed,  and  about  the  year  1720  compelled,  to  phnt  a 
hundred  and  twenty-five  trees,  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  five  hundred  thoufand.     Each  of  thefe  parcels  produces 
annually,  on  an  average,  upwards  of  two  pounds  of  cloves: 
and  confequently  the  coiledive  produce  mufl  weigh  more 
than  a  •million. 

The  cultivator  is  paid  with  the  cafh  that  is  conflantly 
returned  to  the  company,  and  receives  fome  blue  and  un  • 
bleached  cottons  which  are  brought  from  Coromandel.  This 
fmall  trade  m:ght,  in  fome  meafure,  be  increafed,  if  the 
inhabitants  of  Amboyna,  and  the  fmall  iflands  that  de- 
pend upon  it,   would  have  attended  to  the  culture  of 

pepper 
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BOOK  pepper  and  indigo,  which  has  been  tried  with  fuccefs« 
Miferable  as  thefe  iflanders  are»  as  they  are  not  tempted 
by  an  adequate  reward  for  their  labours,  they  remain  in  a 
ftateof  indolence.  -• 

Th^  adminiftratian  is  fomewhat  different  in  the  iflaads 
of  Banda,  which  are  thirty  leagues  diflant  from  Amboyna* 
There  are  five  of  theie  iflands,  two  of  which  are  uncultiva- 
ted and  almoft  uninhabited ;  and  the  other  three  claim  tbe 
diftindiion  of  being  the  only  i^ands  in  the  world  that 
produce  the  nutmeg. 

Thb  nutmeg  grows  to  the  fame  height  as  the  pear-tree. 
It  has  a  pithy  wood,  an  aih-coloured  bark,  and  flexible 
branches.  The  leaves  are  produced  in  pairs  upon  on'c 
iingle  ilem,  and  when  bruifed,  emit  an  agreeable  odour. 
The  fruit  fucceeds  the  flowers,  which  refemble  thofe  of 
the  cherry-tree.  It  is  of  the  (ize  of  an  egg,  and  of  the 
colour  of  an  apricot.  The  outer  rind  is  very  thick,  aqd 
refembles  that  of  our  ni^ts  as  they  hang  upon  the.  tree, 
opening  in  the  fame  manner  when  ripfi^,  and  difcoyeiriqg 
the  nutmeg  covered  with  its  mace*  (t  is  then  tim^  fo 
gather  it  to  prevent  the  mace  or  flower  of  the  nutmeg 
from  growing  dry,  and  the  i^utmeg  from  loiing  that  oil 
which  preferves  it,  and  in  which  its  excellence  confifts. 
Thofe  that  sire  gathered  before  they  arf  p^r&dUy  ripe  are 
preferred  in  vinegar  or  fugar,  and  are  ^mired  .only  ii^ 
iVfia. 

It  is  nine  months  before  this  fruit  comes  to  perfe^ion. 
After  it  is  gathered,  the  outer  rind  is  flripped  off,  and  tfie 
mace  feparated  from  it,  and  laid  in  the  fun  to  dry,  The^ 
nuts  require  more  preparation.  They  are  fpread  upon 
hurdles,  or  dried  for  fix  weeks  by  a  flow  fire,  in  flieds 
ere£ted  for  that  purpofe.  They  are  then  feparated  from 
the  fliell,  and  thrown  into  lime-water,  which  is  a  necef- 
fary  precaution  to  preferve  them  from  worms. 

The  nutmeg  difl^ers  in  goodnefs  according  to  the  age 
of  the  tree,  the  foil,  the  expofition,  and  method  of  cul- 

ture. 
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ture.    If  is  moft  eft^emed  when  it  is  frefli,  tnoift,  hesvy^^B  O  <1  K 
and  when  it  yields  an  oily  juice  upon  being  pricked.     It 
helps  digeftion,  expels  wind,  and  ftrengthens  the  bowels. 

If  we  except  this  valuable  fpice^  the  ifiands  of  Banda, 
like  all  the  Moluccas,  are  barren  to  a  dreadful  degree^ 
What  they  produce  in  Aiperfluities  they  want  in  necef- 
faries.  The  land  will  not  bring  forth  any  kind  of  corn: 
and  the  pith  of  the  fago  ferves  the  natiyes  of  the  country 
inftead  of  bread. 

As  this  food  is  not  fufEcient  for  the  Europeans  who 
fettle  in  the  Moluccas,  they  are  allowed  to  fetch  proviiions 
from  Java,  MacafTar,  or  the  extremely  fertile  ifland  of 
Bali.  The  company  itfelf  carries  fome  commodities  to 
Banda, 

This  is  the  only  fettlement  in  the  Eaft  Indies  that  can 
be  confidered  as  an  European  colony;  becaufe  it  is  the 
only  one  where  the  Europeans  are  proprietors  of  lands. 
The  company  taking  it  into  their  beads  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Banda  were  favage,  cruel,  and  treacherous,  be- 
caufe they  were  impatient  under  their  yoke,  refohred  to 
exterminate  tl\em.  Their  poffeffions  were  divided  among 
the  white  people,  who  got  Haves  from  ibme  of  the  neigh- 
bouring ifl^nds  to  cultivate  the  lands.  Thefe  white  people 
are  for  the  moft  part  Creoles  or  Malecontents,  who  have 
quitted  the  fervice  of  the  company.  In  the  (mail  ifle  of 
Rofinging,  there  are  likewife  feveral  banditti,  whom  the 
laws  have  branded  with  dlfgrace,  and  young  men  of  aban- 
doned principles,  whofe  families  wanted  to  get  rid  of 
them :  fo  that  Banda  is  called  the  ijland  cf  correifion. 
The  climate  is  fo  unhealthy,  that  thefe  unhappy  wretches 
live  but  a  ihort  time.  It  is  on  account  of  the  lofs  of  ^o 
great  a  number  of  hands,  that  attempts  have  been  made 
to  transfer  the  culture  of  the  nutmeg  to  Amboyna,  and ' 
the  company  were  likewife  probably  influenced  by  two 
other  ftrong  motives  of  intereft,  as  their»trade  cpuld  be 
carried  on  with  lefs  expenc^  and  greater  fafety.    But  the 

'       experi^ 


|j«  lUSTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

*  ^nf  ^  experiments  that  have  been  made  have  proved  unfucceis* 
All,  and  matters  remain  in  their  former  ftate. 

To  fecnire  to  themfelres  an  cxclu£ve  title  to  the  produce 
of  the  Moluccas,  which  are,  with  good  reaibn,  fUled  tha 
gold  mints  of  the  company,  the  Dutch  have  been  under  a 
neceffity  of  forming  .two  fettleroents,  one  at  Timor,  and 
the  other  at  Celebes. 
The  Dutch  The  firft  of  thefe  iflands  is  fixty  leagues  long^,  and  fif- 
jwro  a  fet-  ^^^  qj.  eighteen  broad.  It  is  divided  into  feveral  ibvereign* 
limor,  «ties  i  in  which  there  are  numbers  of  Portuguefe.  Thefe 
conquerors,  who  at  their  firft  arrival  in  India^  had 
advanced  with  bold  and  unconfcionable  ftrides,  and  had 
purfued  a  long  and  dangerous  career  with  a  rapidity  ^hich 
nothing  could  ftop ;  who  were  fo  well  accuftomed  to  a6ls 
of  heroifm,  that  they  perfonned  the  moft  arduous  enter-r 
prizes  with  eafe ;  thefe  conque^ors^  I  fay,  when  they  were 
attacked  by  the  Dutch,  when  their  whole  empire,  grown 
too  large,  and  tottering  under  its  own  weight,  ,wa$  ready 
,  .  to  fiall,  difplayed  none  of  thofe  virtues  which  had  laid  the 
foundation  of  their  power.  When  they  were  difpoiTefTed 
of  a  fort,  driven  out  of  a  kingdom,  difperfed  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  defeat,  they  Ihould  have  fought  an  afylum  among 
their  brethren,  and  (hould  have  rallied  under  ilandards 
that  had  hitherto  been  invincible ;  either  to  put  a  flop  to 
the  progrefs  of  the  enemy,  or  to  recover  their  fettlemcnts: 
but  fo  far  were  they  from  forming  a  refolution  fo  generous, 
that  they  folicited  fome  employment,  or  fome  penfion, 
from  thofe  very  Indian  princes  they  had  fo  often  infolted. 
Thofe  who  had  contracted  a  habit  of  effeminacy  and  idle- 
nefs  above  the  reft,  retreated  to  Timor,  which^  being  a 
poor  ifland,  where  no  works  of  induftiy  were  carried  on, 
would  fkreen  them  they  thought  from  the  purfuit  of  an 
enemy  intent  upon  ufefid  conquefts.  They  were,  however, 
deceived.  In  the  year  1613  they  were  driven  from  the 
town  of  Kupan  by  the  Dutch,  who  found  a  fort  there, 
which  they  have  ever  fince  garrifoned  with  fifty  men.    The 

2  company 
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ibotnpany  fends  ibme   coarfe  lineAs  thither  evtrf  year»  B  O  O-  X 
and  receives  in  return  wax*  tortoifefhdl«  fan(kr»  wood> 


and  cadiaag»  a  imall  fpecies  of  bean*  coohitioiiiy  ujfed  by 

the  I>utch  on  ihip-^board;  by  way  of  variety  of  food  for 

the  crew.     All  thefe  objefb  employ  one  or  two  ikops^ 

inrhich  are  dUpatehed  from  Batavia:    nothinf  is  either 

gained  or  loft  by  this  fettlement;  the  profit,  luft  anfwtfr 

the  ex|>eQCes.    The  Dutch  would  have  aJ[>andoAed'  Timor 

long.  ago»  .if.  they  had  not  been  apprehenfive  that  fome 

a£dve  nation  might  fix  there,  and  avail  tJieoUieives  of  the 

opportunities  that  fitnation  would  give  them  to  difturb 

the  trade  of  the  Moluccas.    It  was  the  fame  cautiousprin- 

ciple  which  fdeew  them  to  Celebes. 

Th^ys  iflandi  which  is  about  a  hundred  and  thirty  leagues  '^^^  I>atcti 
in  dkuneter,  is  very  habitable*  though  it  lies  in  the  centre  fcives  maf- 
of  the  torrid  Zone.    The  heats  are  allayed  by  the  co-  }^^^^^ 
pious  rains;  and  cooling  breezes.    The  inhabitants  are  the 
braveft  peopU  in  the  fouth  of  Afia ;  {hey  make  -a  furious 
onfet^  but,  after  a  conteft  of  two  hours>  a  tot^l  want  of 
courage  takes  place  of  this  ftrang&impetuofity :  the  intoxi- 
cating fumes  of  opium,  which  are  doubtlefs  the  caufe  of 
this  terrible  ferment,  go  oflF,  when  their  ftrengxh  is  ej(- 
haufted  by  tranfjports  that  approach  to  madnefs.    The 
cridy  which  is  their  favourite  weapon,  is  a  foot  and  a  half 
long ;  it  is  ihaped  like  a  poniard,  and  the  blade  is  ierpei^* 
tine.    They  never  carry  more  than  one  to  battle ;  but  in 
private  quarrels  two  are  necelTary :  they  parry  with  that  in 
the  iefc  hand,  and  attack  the  adverfary  with  the  other. 
The  wounds  made  by  this  weapon  are  very  dangerous, 
and  the  duel  moft  commonly  ends  in  the  death  of  both  the 
combatants. 

Thb  inhabitants  of  Celebes  are  rendered  adive,  induf- 
trious,  and  robuft,  by  a  rigid  education.  Every  hour  in 
the  day  their  nurfes  rub  them  with  oil,  or  water  juft  warm. 
Thefe  repeated  undions  encourage  nature  to  exert  herielf 
fl-eely.    They  are  weaned  at  a  year  old,  an  idea  prevailing, 

that 
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b  O  O  K  thdt  if  th«y  condiittdd  to  fuck  ady  IcSnger,  it  would  hut 
their  underftandings.  When  they  are  five  or  fix  years  old^ 
the  male  diildren  of  any  diftindion  are  intmAcid  lo  the 
care  of  feme  relation  oririendi  that  their  oourage  may  not 
be  weakened  by  the  carefles  of  their  mothers,  and  a  habit 
of  reciptocai  tendemefs.  They  do  not  return  to  their 
families  till  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  fifteen  <it  fi^teen-i 
when  the  law  allows  them  to  marry:  a  liberty  tbfy /ick)om 
make  ufe  of>  before  they  are  thoroughly  verfed  in-tha 
exercife  of  arms. 

Form  ERLY  thefe  people  acknowledged  no  other -gods 
but  the  fun  and  the  moon.  They  fiicrifieed  to  them  id 
the  public  fquares,  having  no  materials  which  they  thought 
Valuable  enough  to  be  employed  in  raifing  temjdes*  Ac- 
cording to  the  creed  of  thefe  iflanders,  the  fun  and  moon 
were  eternal  as  well  as  the  heavens,' whole*  empire  they 
divided.  Ambition  fet  them  at  variance.  The  moon, 
ftying  from  the  fun,  miicarried,  and  was  deliviered  of  the 
earth;  (he  was  big  with  feveral  other  worlds  which  iht 
will  fiicceifively  bring  forth,  but  without  violence,  ih 
order  to  repair  the  lofs  of  thofe  whom  the  fire  of  her  cort- 
queror  will  confume. 

THftsB  abfurditics  were  unlverfally  received  at  Ce- 
lebes; but  diey  had  not  fo  lafhng  an  influence  ovdr 
either  the  nobles  or  the  people  as  is  found  in  the 
religious  do€^ines  of  other  nations.  About  two  cen- 
turies ago,  ibme  chriflians  and  mahometans  having 
brought  their  opinions  hither,  the  principal  king  of  the 
country  took  a  total  diflike  to  the  national  wotfhip. 
Alarmed  at  the  terrible  cataftrophe,  with  which  he  was 
.  equally  threatened  by  both  the  new  fyftems  of  religiohf 
he  convened  a  general  aflembly.  On  the  day  appointed 
he  afcended  an  eminence ;  where  fpreading  out  his  hands 
towards  heaven,  and,  in  a  ftanding  poftul*e,  he  addrefied 
the  following  prayer  to  the  Supreme  Being. 

**  Great 
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"    ^•'•OiiBAT'God,  I  do  not,  at  this  time,  fell  down  be-*  BOOK 

II 
•♦  fore'tkeey  beeanfe  I  do  not  implore  thy  clemency.    I 

*^  have  nothing  to  afk  of  thee  which  thou  oughteft  not  in 

*^  juftke  to  grant.    Two  foreign  nations  whofe  worfhip 

**  U  widety  different^  al-e  come  to  ibike  terror  into  me» 

*'  ahd  my  fubjeftsa    They  aflure  me  that  thou  wilt  pa- 

^  ^Ifii*  me  eternally  if  1  do  n6t  obey  thy  laws :  I  have 

**  therefore  a  right  to  require  that  thou  wouldeft  make 

**  them  khown  td  me.    I  do  not  alk  thee  to  reveal  the  im« 

"  penetrable  myfteri^s  which  furround  thy  eflence,   and 

**  which  to  me  are  ufelefs.    I  am  come  hither  to  inquire, 

**  together  with  my  people,  what  thofe  duties  are  which 

«*  thou  intended  to  prefcribe  to  us.    Speak,  O  my  God; 

^*  iince  thou  art  the  Author  of  nature,  thou  canft  difcera 

*'  the  bottom  of  our  hearts,  and  knoweft  that  it  is  im- 

'*  poffible  they  fhould  entertahi  any  thoughts  of  difobe* 

'*  dience.    But  if  thou  condefcendeft  not  to  make  thy- 

^*-  felf  underftgod  by  mortals;  if  it  is  unworthy  of  thine 

^*  eflence  to*  employ  the  language  of  man  to  di^te  the 

*'  duties  required  of  man;  I  call  my  whole  nation,  the 

**  fun  which  enlightens  me,  the  earth  that  fupports  me, 

*'  the  waters  that  encompafs  my  dominions,  and  thyfelf 

"  to  witnefs ;  that  in  the  (incerity  of  my  heart  I  feek  to 

«<  know  thy  will:  and  I  declare  to  thee  this  day,  that  I 

*'  ihall  acknowledge,  as  the  depofitaries  of  the  prades, 

^*  the  minifters  of  either  religion  whom  thou  ihalt  caufe 

''  to  arrif  e  the  firft  in  our  harbours.     The  winds  and  the 

**  waves  are  th^  minijfters  of  thy  power  r  let  them  be  the 

**  fignals  of  thy  will.     If,  with  thefe  honeft  intentions, 

**  I  embrace  an  error,  my  confcience  will  b^  kt  eafe;  and 

'<  the  blame  will  lie  upon  thee."* 

Thb  aflfembly  broke  up,  determined  to  wait  the  orders 

of  heaven,. and  to  follow  the  firft  mifllonaries  that  llhould 

arrive  at*  Celebes.    The  apoftles  of  the  coran  were  the 

moft  adiye,  and  the  fovcreign  and  his  people  were  circum- 

cifedj 
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k  0. 0  K  cifed.  and  the  other  parts  of  the  tfland  foon  followed  their 
example* 

Tuts  unlucky  circumftmce  did  not  hinder  the  Portu* 
gucie  from  gmining  a  foo£ing  at  Celebes.  They  kept  their 
ground  there>  even  aftier  they  were  driven  6ut  of  the  Mo- 
luccas^ The  modve  of  thbir  ftay,  and  the  arrival  of  the 
Englifli  at  this  place  was  hecaufe  they  could  eafily  pro* 
cure  fpices  which  the  natives  of  the  country  found  mean^ 
to  .getf  notwhhllanding  the  precautions  that  were  taken 
jt«  keep  them  at  a^diftance  from  the  places  where  they 
grew. 

Thb  Dutch;  who  by  this  cbrnpetition,  were  prevented 
from  mooopolizing  the  articles  of  cloves  and  nutmegs; 
ajt;tempted  in  1660  to  put  a  ftop  to  this  trade  which  the)^ 
jcalled  contraband.  To  favour  this  defign»  they  had  re- 
■tourfe  to  means  repugnant  to  all  morality,  but  which  ah 
infatitible  avarice  bad  familiarized  in  Ma.  By  perfever- 
ing  jn  thefe  cruel  maxims,  they  fucceed#d  fd  far  as  to  drive 
out  the  Portuguefe,  ke^p  bff  the  Sngliih,  and  take  poflef- 
iion  of  the  harbour  and  fort  of  MaeaiTar.  From  that^time 
they  were  abfolute  mafters  of  the  iiSand  without  having 
conquered  it;  The  princes  among  whohl  it  was  divided, 
re-united  in  a  kind  of  confederacy.  They  hold  alTetn- 
•  blies,  from  time  to  time,  on  aiFpirs  that  concern  the  ge- 
.  .neral  intereft.  The  refult  of  their  determinations  be- 
comes a  law  to. each  ilate.  When  any  cbntefl:  arifes,  .it 
is  decided  by  the  governor  of  the  Dutch  colony,  Who  pre- 
fides  at  this  diet*  He  obfenres  thele  different  fovereigns 
with  a  watchful  eye,  and  keeps  them  in  perfed. equality 
with  each  other  to  -prevent  any  of  them  from  aggrandiz- 
ing himfelf  to  the  prejudice  of  the  company.  They  have 
difarmed  them  all,  under  pretenceof  hindering  theni  from 
injuring  each  other ;  but  in  reality  with  a  view  of  de* 
priving  them  of  the  power  of  breaking  their  chainsi 

The  Chinefe,  who  are  the  only  foreigners  permitted 
tci  come  to  Celebes,  carry  thither  tobacco,  gold  wire, 

china. 
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tfcina,  and  Unwrought  filks.  The  Dutch  ftll  opium,  fpi-  ^  ^^  '^ 
ritilous  liquors,  gum  lac,  fine  and  coarfe  linens.  They 
have  but  little  gold  from  thence,  but  great  quantities  of 
rice,  wax.  Haves,  and  tripam,  a  fpecies  of  mufhroom, 
which  the  rounder  and  blacker  it  is,  th^  more  excellent 
it  is  efteemed^  The  cuftoms  bring  in  80,000  livres  a  to 
the  compaay:  but  it  receives  a  much  larger  profit  from 
its  trade,  and  the  tenth  part  of  the  territory  which  it 
holds  in. full  right  of  fovereignty.  Thcfe  advantages, 
however,  taken  all  together,  do  not  counterbalance  the 
^xpences  of  the  colony,  which  rife  to  150,000  livres  ^  more. 
]t  would  certainly  be  given  up  if  it  was  not  with  good 
reafon  looked  upon  as  the  key  of  the  fpice  iflands. 

Thb  fcttlement  at  Borneo  was  formed  with  a  lefs  in-  Thelhitcli 
terefting  view.    It  is  one  of  the  largeft  if  not  aftually  the  Swnic^iMT 
largeft  ifland  hitherto  known.    The  ancient  inhabitants  withBor- 
live  in  the  inland  parts.  The  coafts  are  peopled  with  itihsL- 
bits^nts  from  Macaifar,  with  Javanefe,  Malayans,  and  Arabs, 
who,  to  the  vices  that  are  natural  to  them  have  added  a 
ferocity  hardly  to  be  met  with  elfewhere.    The  moft  ufe- 
ful  production  of  this  large  country  is  camphire,  which 
is   a  volatile,   fubtile  oil,   or  refino\is  fubftance.      The 
tree  from   which  it  is  drawn,  grows  in  feveral  of  the 
Afiatic  ifls^nds,  and  it  has  lately  been  difcovered  that  fhi§ 
fingular  fubftance    may  be   obtained  in   a    greater   or 
lefs  quantity  from  all  the  trees  that  are  of  the  laurel 
tribe. 

To  procure  this  camphire,  the  tree  is  cut  into  (mall 
pieces,  like  matches,  which  are  put  into  a  veiTel  fhaped 
like  a  bladder :  they  are  boiled  in  water,  and  the  cam- 
phire forms  a  glutinous  mafs  at  the  top.  The  Dutch 
are  the  only  people  in  Europe  who  poiTefs  the  fecret  of 
refining  it  in  the  grofs. 

The  camphire  from  Borneo  is  unqueiHonably  the  beft 
of  any.    Its  fupcrior  excellence  is  fo  well  knewn,  that 

•3,560!.        *  About  6,5^41, 
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BOOK  the  Japanefe  give  five  or  fix  quintals  of  their  own  for  omc 
pound  oi  that  from  Borneo;  and  the  Chinefe  who  look 
upon  it  as  the  bcft  medicine  in  the  world,  give  us  na  ' 
lefs  that  eight  hundred  livres  a  a  pound  for  it.  The  Pa- 
gans in  all  the  eaflern  countries  ufe  common  camphire 
in  their  fire-works,  and  the  Mahometans  put  it  into  the 
mouth  of  the  dead  at  the  time  of  buriaL 

About  the  year.  1526  the  Portuguefe  attempted  to  fet- 
tle at  Borneo.  Too  weak  to  make  their  arms  refpeded, 
they  tried  to  gain  the  gOod-will  of  one  of  the  fovereigns 
bi  the.  country  by  offering  him  fome  pieces  of  tapeftry. 
This  weak  prince  took  the  figures  wrought  in  it  for  in- 
chanted  men,  who  would  ftrangle  him  in  the  night-time, 
if  he  faiffered  them  to  come  near  his  perfon.  The  expla- 
nations they  gave  to  remove  his  apprehenfions  had  no  ef- 
fed ;  he  obftinately  refufed  to  let  the  prefent  be  brought 
into  his  palace,  and  prohibited  the  donor  from  entering 
his  capital. 

However  thefe  voyagers  afterwards  gained  admifiion; 
but  it  proved  their  misfortune,  for  they  were  all  mafiacred. 
A  factory  whicfi  the  Englifh  eflablifbed  fome  years  after 
ihared  the  fame  fate.  The  Dutch,  who  had  met  with  no 
better  treatment,  appeared  again,  in  the  year  1748,  with 
a  fquadron,  which,  though  very  weak,  fo  far  impofed 
upon  the  prince,  who  has  the  pepper  intirely  in  his  hands, 
that  he  determined  to  grant  them  the  J)rivilege  of  trading 
for  it  exclufively  :  with  this  fingle  referve,  that  he  ihould 
be  allowed  to  deliver  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  this 
article  to  the  Chinefe,  who  had  always  frequented  his 
ports.  Since  this  treaty,  the  company  fends  rice,  opium, 
fait,  and  coarfe  linens  to  BendermaiTen^  from  whence 
they  bring  fome  diamonds,  And  about  fix  hundred  thou- 
fand weight  of  pepper  at  one  and  thirty  livres  ^  a  hundred 
Tveight.  The  profits  arifing  from  the  goods  they  export 
are  fcarce  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  expences  of  the  colony^ 
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ihougli  they  amount  to  no  more  than  32^000  limst.  BOOK. 
Sumatra  proves  of  greater  advantage  to  thenu  ^     '      p 

Thqvgh  this  iflandy  before  the  arrival  of.  the,  EuiX)-  Setclementt 
peaQs  in  the  Indies,  was  divided  into  fev^ral  kingdoms,  KSumi^ttiu 
Achen  was  the  centre  of  all  trade.  Its  harbour  wa8:fre- 
quented  by  all  the  Aiiatic  flates,  and  aft^rw^rds  b}$  the 
Portuguefe  and  other  nations,  who  raifed  themfelves  upon 
their  ruins »  Here  all  the  productions  of  theeaft.  were 
bartered  for  gold,  pepper,  and  other  articles  of  merchan- 
dife  with  which  this  more  opulent  than  healthy  cliaaate 
abounded.  The  difturbances  which  threw  this  famous 
emporium  into  confiifion,  put  a  ftop  to  all  induftry^  and 
drove  the  foreign  merchants  away,  ' 

Wh£n  this  declenfion  happened,  the  Dutch  formed  the 
projedl  of  making  iettlements  in  other  parts  of  the  iiland, 
which  enjoyed  more  tranquillity,  Thofe  that  were  ai- 
.  lowed  to  fix  in  the  empire  of  Indrapore  are  much  xeduced> 
fince  the  Engliih  eflabliihed  themfelves  ot  the  lame  coaft. 
The  fadory  of  lamby  is  of  ftill  lefs  ufe,  as  the  neighbour* 
ing  kings  have  ftript  the  prince  of  this  diilri^  of  his  pof- 
feflions.  The  company  mak^s  itfelf  amends  for  thefe 
misfortunes  at  Palinban«  where,  for  fixty  thou£iod  liyres  b; 
it  maintains  a  fort,  ^  garrifon  of  eighty  men,  and  two 
or  three  floops.,  which  keep  cruifing  continually.  It  pur- 
chafes  annually  two  million  weight  of  pepper,  at  o|ie  aqd 
twenty  livresc  a  hundred,  and  a  million  and  an  half  of 
calin  at  fifty-feven  llvres  ten  fok<l  a  hundred.  This, 
though  it  feisms  to  be  a  moderate  price,  is  of  advantage  (o  - 
the  king,  who  buys  it  from  his  fubjedts  at  a  dill  lower 
rate.  Though  he  takes  fome  part  of  the  provifion  ai^d 
doathing  for  his  ftates  from  the  merchants  at  BalUviii, 
they  are  obliged  to  fettle  accounts  with  hjm  in  piaftre^. 
The  treafures  he  has  amafled  of  the  (liver,  and  of  th^  gold 

■  * 

found  in  his  rivers,  are  known  to  be  imn\enfc.    A  fingle 
European  veifel  might  take  poiTeQion,  of  all  thefe  riches  j 
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-B  O'O  K  and,    with  ibmc  troops  for  landing,    maihtafn  «  poil,  1 

i,  '„'j  which  wouM  be  won  withont  difficulty.  It"  feems  very  c*- 
t'hidrdlnary,  that  avarice  fhoiild  never  have  prompted  any 
adventui*er  to  undertake  fo  lucrative  and  ea/y  an  entcfr- 
prifc. 

CiviLxzEp  nations,  who,  to  make  themfclves  ittafters  of 
the  univerfe,  have  trampled  upon  all  the  rights,  and  (Hfled  all 
the  diftates  of  nature,  will  hardly  fhririk  at  one  additional 
aft  of  injuftice  or  cruelty.  There  is  not  a  nation  in  Europe 
'  which  does  not  think  it  has  a  jnft  right  to  feize  the  trea- 
'  fures  of  the  eaft.  Setting  aiide  religion,  which  it  is  no  longer 
'  faihionable  to  plead,  fince  its'  very  minifters  have  brougfit 
it  into  difrepute,  hy  their  unbounded  avarice  and  ambitiorf, 
how  many  pretences  are  ftill  remaining  to  juftify  the  rage 
of  invafion  ?  They  who  live  under  a  monarchy  are  defirOBS 
of  extending  the  glory  and  empire  of  their  mafter  beyorid 
the  feas.  Thefe  happy  people  are  ready  to  venture  their 
lives  in  the  extreme  part^  of  the  globe,  to  increafe  the 
number  of  fortunate  fubjefts,  who  live  under  the  laW6  of 
the  bcft  of  princes.  A  free  nation,  which  is  its  ovrtt 
Aii^er,-  is  born  to  command  the  ocean ; .  it  cannot  feture 
the  dominion  of  the  fea,  without  feizing  upon  the  land', 
which  belongs  to  the  firft  pofTeiibr ;  that  is,  to  h)m  wha  h 
able  to' drive  out  the  ancient  inhabitants  :  they  are  to  be 
enflaved  by  force  or  frauds  and  exterminated  in  order  t6 
get  their  p^ileilions..  Moreover,  the  interefts  of  conl;. 
WtTCG,  the  natioftal  debt,  atid  the  majefty  of  the  people, 
require  It.  Republicans,  who  have  happily  fhaken  oA"  tHe 
jroke  of  foreign  tyranny,  mnft  impofe  it  on  others  in  their 
ttfm.  If  they  have  broken  their  chains,  it  lis  to  forge 
new  ones.  They  hate  monarchy,  but  they  are  in  want  of 
Haves.  They  have  no  land  of  their  own  :  why  Ihould  they 
not  ftize  upon  thofe  of  others  f 
Thideofthc  T"*  ^^^^^  of  the  Dutch  at  Siam  was  at  firft  very  con- 
©utchtt  fiderable.  A  tyrannic  prince,  who  opprefled  this  unhap^- 
py  countty,  having,  about  the  year  1660,  Ihewn  a  want 

of 
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of  refpcft  to  the  company,  it  punifked  him  by  abandoning  B  ^jP  -^ 
the  factories  it  had  eftabliihed  in  his  dprninions,  as  ^  if  it 
vouTd  have  been  a  favour  to  have  continued  them.  Theie 
repuMicans»  who  affe^ed  an  air  of  gri^ndeur^  chofe  at 
that  time  to  have  their  prefcnce  looked  upon  as  a  favour, 
a  fecurity,  and  an  honour :  and  they  inculcated  this  iln- 
gular  prejudice  with  fo  much  fuccefs,  that  in  order  to  en- 
gage them  to  return,  a  pompous  embafly  waif  fent,  aiking 
pardpn  for  what  had  paft,  and  giving  the  ilrongeft  aflur- 
anc^s  of  a  different  condud  for  the  future. 

There  was  a  time,  however,  when  this  deference  was 
to  ceafe,   and  it  was  haflened  by  the  naval  enterprizes  of 
Other  powers.     The  affairs  of  the  company  at  Siam  have 
always  been  in  a  declining  ilate.     Having  no  fort,  it  hat 
never  been  in  a  condition  to  maintain  the  exclufive  pri- 
vilege it  had  obtained.     The  king,  notwithftanding  the 
prefents  he  requires,  fells  merchandife  to  traders  of  all 
nations,  and   takes  goods  from  them  on  advantageous 
ternoa :  with  this  difference  only,  that  they  are  obliged  to 
ftop  at  the  mouth  of  the  Menan,  whereas  the  Dutch  go 
.  Xkp  the  river  as  far  as   the  capital  of  the  empire,  where 
&eir  agent  conflantly  refides.  Their  affairs  derive  no  great 
activity  from  this  privilege.     They  fend  only  one  veffcl 
laden  with  Javanefe  horfes,   fugar,  fpices  and  linens,  and 
receive  in  return  calin,   at  70  livres  *  a  hundred  weight ; 
^m  lac,  at  5zl>,  fome  elephants  teeth,  at  five  livres  fix 
fols  ^  a  pound  ;   and  a  little  gold,  at  175  livres  10  fols  ^  a 
mark.    One  may  venture  to  afTert,  that  their  connedionp 
here  are  kept  vp  purely  on  account  of  the  fappan  wood, 
which  is  necefTary  for  the  ftowing  of  their  Ihips  ;•  and  for 
^  which  they  give  no  lefa  than  five  livres  *  a  hundred  weight. 
Were  it  not  for  this  want,  they  would  long  ago  have 
given  up  a  trade  where  the  expence  exceeds  the  profits  j 
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BOOK!  becaufe  the  king,  who  is  the  only  merchant  in  his  domi- 
*  nionsy  fets  ^  very  low  price  upon  the  conimodi;ies  that 
are  imported,     A  more  interefti^ig  objedi  turned  the  am- 
bitious views  of  the  Dutch  towards  Malacca. 
Situation  of      These  jepublicans,  who  knew  the  importance  of  thi« 
♦iMaUcca,   P^ace,  ufed  their  utmoft  efforts  to  make  themfelves  mafters 
of  it.     Having  mifcarried  in  two  attempts,  they  had  re- 
courfe  at  laft,  if  w<b  may  believe  a  fatirical  writer,   to  an. 
expedient,  which  a  virtuous  people  will  never  employ; 
but  which  frequently  anfwers  the  purpofe  of  a  degenerate 
nation.     They  endeavoured  to  bribe  the  Portuguefe  go-, 
vernor,  whom  they  knew  to  be  covetous.     The  bargain 
was  ftruck,  and  he  introduced  the  enemy  into  the  city  in 
1 64 1.     The  befiegers  haftened  to  his  houfe  and  maflacred 
him  to  fave  the  payment  of  the  500,000  livres  *  they  had 
promifed  him.     But  truth  obliges  us  to  declare,  for  the 
honour  of  the  Portuguefe,  that  they  did  not  furrendei*  till 
/.  after  a  moft  obftinate  defence.     The  commander  of  the 

vidlorious  party  allied  the  commander  of  the  other,  in  a 
boaAine  ftialn.  which  13  not  natutal  to  his  nation,  whea 
h?  would  return  ?  IVhen  your  crimes  are^  greater  than  ouri^ 
replied  the  Portuguefe  gravely. 

The  conquerors  found  a  fort,  which,  like  all  the  work| 
of  the  Portuguefe,  was  built  with  a  degree  of  flrength^ 
which  has  never  fince  been  imitated  by  any  nation.  They 
found  the  climate  very  healthy,  though  hot  and  mpiH  ; 
but  the  trade  there  was  entirely  decayed ;  the  continual 
exadions  having  deterred  all  nations  from  reforting  thither« 
It  has  not  been  revived  by  the  company,  either  on  ac^WJuH 
of  fome  infuperable  difficulties,  or  the  want  of  moderatipn^ 
or  the  fear  of  injuring  Batavia.  The  bufuiefs  is  confined 
at  prefent  to  the  fale  of  a  fmall  quantity  of  opium^  and 
a  few  blue  linens,  and  to  the  purchafe  of  elephants  teeth* 
calin,  which  cofts  70  livres  ^  a  hundred  weight,   and  a 
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fmall  quantity  of  gold/  ati8olivre««  a  mark.  Their  BOOK 
afFairs  would  be  carried  on  with  more  fpirit  and  to  a 
greater  amount,  if  the  princes  adhered  more  faithfully  id 
the  excluiive  treaty  fubfifting  between  them*  Unfortu* 
nately  for  their  interefts,  they  have  formed  connections 
with  the  Englifhr  who  fumifh  them  with  the  commodities 
they  want  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  give  a  greater  price  for 
their  mercKandife.  Their  farms  and  Cufloms  mjike  them 
fome  little  amends,  bringing  in  200,000  livrcs  ^  a  year. 
Thefe  revenues,  however,  and  the  advantages  of  com- 
merce taken  together,  are  not  fufficient  to  maintain  th$ 
garrifon  and  people  employed ;  which  co(l«  the  company 
40,000  livres*^. 

This  might  for  a  long  time  appear  to  be  a  fmall  fa- 
crifice.  Before  the  Europeans  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  Moors,  who  were  the  only  maritime  people  in 
India,  failed  from'  Surat  and  Bengal  to  Malacca,  where 
they  found  fhips  from  the  Molucca  Iflands,  Japan,  and 
China.  When  the  Portuguefe  became  mailers  of  thia 
place,  they  went  themfelves  to  Bantam  for  pepper,  and  to 
Ternate  for  fpices.  To  make  their  return  the  fhorter, 
they  atteinpled  a  paffage  by  the  Sunda  iflands,  and  fuc- 
ceeded.  The  Dutch  who  had  got  poffeflion  of  Malacca 
dnd  Batavia  were  mailers  o^  (fhe  two  only  ftraits  that 
*rere  then  known.  They  cruifed  there  ia  times  of  war, 
dnd  intercepted  the  enemy's  veflcls.  This  iituation  has 
•Ceafed  to  be  refp^dable,  fince  the  ftrait  of  Bali  was  dif*  ' 
covered  by  the  French  at  the  end  of  the  war  in  I744» 
and  that  of  Lomboe,  by  the  Engliih,  in  the  laft  war, 
Satavia  will  always  continue  to  be  the  ftaple  of  an  im^ 
anenfe  trade ;  but  Malacca  k>fe8  the  only  advantage  that 
^ve  it  ajiy  impdrtance. 

Though  the  company  did  not  foreiee  this  event,  yet  Settlemeiit 
tit  the  fame  time  that  they  were  enlarging  and  ftrengthen-  at  CeylaL 
ing  their  power  inthceaftern  parts  of  Afia,  they  formed 
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BOOK  the  projeft  of  fecuring  to  th^infelws  thAt  part  of  India^ 
whece  the  Portiiguefe  i^ontinued  ta  couitteraA  their  Opera* 
lions>,  and  oft^ing  frpai  them  the  ifland  of  Ceylon. 
It  is  obfervable  that  thi9  natioo,  fo.dtiliogiiifliBd  for  the 
juft(iei9  of  its  cppimercial  viewv*  eadeavoured  to  gbt  thefe 
prpdudions  iDtp  its  haads,  which  were  either  abfolutely 
necefl^ry  or  nearly  fo,  before  it  ^turned  its  attention  to 
articles  of  luxury^  It  owes  its. .grandeur  in  Ada  to  the 
fpice  trade,  and  .in  Europe  to  ihe.hecring  fifiiery.  The 
Moluccas  fupply  it  with  nutmegs  and.  doves  »  and  CeyUnx 
furnilhes  it  with  cinnamon*    . 

« 

Spilbxrc»  the  firll  of  theli;  admirals  who  had  the 
courage  to  difplay  his  colours  on  the  coaft  of  this  delici- 
ous iflahd,  found  the  Portuguefe  employed  in  fubyerting 
the  government  gjid  the  religion  of  the  country :  in  fet. 
ting  the  foverei^ns,  among  whom  it  was  divided,  to  de- 
ftroy  each  other ;  and  in  railing  themfclves  upon  the  ruins 
of  the  ftates  that  were  thus  fucceflively  demoliihed;  He. 
offered  the  court  of  Candy  the  aillftance  of  his  K^onintryt 
which  was  joyfully  accepted,  ilfu  mf^y  ajfureyour  mafltrs^ 
faid  the  monarch,  that  if  they  wUliuiid<ifrf%  myji^y  my 
wifi^  and  children  will  be  foumofl  in  bringing  yen  the  ue^ 
cijfary  materials.  ,    ^,.  '    ..  . 

Th£  people  of  Ceylon  looked  upon. the  Dutch  in  ao 
other  light  than  as  the  enemies  of  their  oppreiflors, -an^ 
joined  them.  By  their  united  forces,  the  Portuguefe* irvftre, 
in  the  year  1658,  entirely  difpoffeflcd,  after,  a  long,  bloody, 
and  obftinate  war.  AU  their  fettlements /ell  into  the  hands 
of  the  company,  who  fUll  keep  pofl/siiion  o^  them,  eiicopt** 
iDg  a  fmall  diftricl  on  the  ea^ern  coailj  without  a^^port» 
from  whence  the  fovereign  of  the  country  had  his'£ik; 
thefe  fettiements  formed  a  regular  ftring,  extenijing  fro^i 
two  to  twelve  leagues  into  the  inland  parts  of  the  ifland. 

Thb  fort  of  JaiFranapatan,  as  weU  as  thofe  ereded  pp 
the  iflands  of  Manar  and  CaJpentine,  were  deftined  to 
prevent  all  cotrefpondcnce  with  the  inhabitants  of  tho 

*  neighbour^ 
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ighbouritigcofttineirt.-    AtNegombo,  d«iigned  to  com-  BOOK 
prehend  the  diftri£t  m  which  the  hdk  cinnamon  is  pro*  , 
duced,  there  is  an  'harbour  large  enough  to  adnut  floops  : 
but  his  not  frequented  otv  account  of  a  navigable  river 
that  leads  from  it^to  Coluisbo.      This  phi^e,  which  the 
Portuguefe  had  fortified  with  the  greateft  care,  as  the 
centre  of  opulence,   is  become  the  principal  (lation  tn  the 
colony.    It  is  not  improbable,  that,  independent  of  the 
fums  that  had  been  expended  upon  it,  the  badnefs  of  its 
road  might  have  determined  the  Dutch  to  fix  the  ftrength 
of  their,  government  at  the  promontory  of  Gallo,  where 
there  is  an  harbour :    which,  though  the  entrance  is  in- 
deed di£Scult,  and  the  bafon  very  confined,  has  every 
other  advantage  that  can  be  wiihed.     ft  is  here  that  the 
company  take  in  their  cargoes  for  Europe. 

Matar   is   the  magazine  for  coffee  and  pepper,    flic 

culture  of  which  has  been  introduced  by  the  company.    It 

has  no  other  fortification  than  a  redoubt  built  upon  a 

river  that  is  only  navigable  for  boats.     Trinquimale  is 

the  fineft  and  beft  harbour  in  the  Indies.    It  is  compofcd 

of  feveral  bdys,  where  the  moil  numerous  fleets  may 

anchor  in  fccurity.    No  trade  is  carried  on  there.     TJi^ 

country  furniflies  no  one  article  of  merchandife ;   and 

even  provifions  arc  very  fcarce  :   in  fliort,  it  is  protcdtcd 

by  its  barreiinefs.     Other  fettlements  of  inferior  note  that 

arc  fcattcred  upon  the  coail,  fen-e  to  make  the  comniu* 

nication  eafy,  and  to  keep  off  flrangers. 

'  By  th^fc  wife  precautions,  the  company  have  appro- 

-  priat«d  all  tbeproduflions  of  the  iiland.     The  fcvcral  ar- 

ticle»iwhith  conttitute  fo  many  branches  of  trade    are  ; 

i.'Amcthyfts,    fapphires,    topazes,    and   rubies,    which 

are  very  fmall,  and  very  indifferent.      The  Moors,  vvho 

come  from  the  coaft  of  Coromandcl,   buy  them,  pa>ing 

a  moderate  tax;  and,  when  they  are  on,  fell  them  at  a  low 

pricp  in  the  different  countries  of  India* 

2.  FErrER 
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2.  Pepper,  which  the  company  buy  for  eight  fob  a 
pound;  coSke,  for  which  they  only  pay  four;  and  car-, 
damom,  which  has  no  fixed  price.  The  natives  of  the  . 
country  are  fo  indolent,  that  thefe  produdions,  which 
are  all  of  an  inferior  quality,  will  never  turn  to  any  great 
advantage. 

'3.  A  HUNDRED  bales  of  handkerchiefs,  pagnes  and 
ginghams,  of  z  fine  red  colour,  which  are  fabricated  by 
the  Malabars  at  Jafranapatan,  where  they  have  long  beea 
fettled. 

4.  A  SMALL  quantity  of  ivory,  and  about  fifty  ele- 
phants, which  ar€  carried  to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel. 
Thus  this  gentle  and  peaceful  animal,  which  is  too  ufeful 
to  mankind,  to  be  fuffered  to  remain  upon  an  ifland,  i$ 
tranfported  to  the  continent,  to  aggravate  and  bear  a  part 
in  the  dangers  and  horrors  of  war. 

5.  AaECA,  which  the  company  buys  at  the  rate  often 
livres  *  the  ammonan,  and  fells  upon  the  fpot  at  the  rate 
of  thirty-fix  or  forty  livres  ^  to  the  merchants  of  Bengal, 
Coromandel,  and  the  Maldives ;  who  give  in  return  rice, 
coarfe  linens,  and  cowries.  The  areca,  which  grow% 
ppon  a  fpecies  of  the  palm-tree,  is  a  fruit  not  uncommoi) 
in  mofl  parts  of  Afia,  and  is  in  great  plenty  at  Ceylon, 
It  is  oval,  and  would  nor  be  much  unlike  the  date,  if  its 
extremities  were  lefs  pointed.  The  bark  is  thick,  fmooth, 
and  membranaceous,  and  covers  a  kernel  of  a  whitifH 
caft,  fhaped  like  a  pear,  and  of  the  bignefs  of  a  nutmeg. 
When  eaten  by  itfelf,  as  it  fometimes  is  by  the  Indians, 
it  impoveriibes  the  blood,  and  caufes  the  jaundice*  It  i$ 
not  attended  with  thefe  inconvcniencies  when  mixed  with 
betel. 

The  betel  is  a  creeping  and  climbing  plant  like  the  i\'y, 
but  docs  no  injury  to  the  agoti,  which  it  embraces  as  its 
fupport,  and  is  remarkably  fond  of.  It  is  cultivated  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  vine.    Its  leaves  a  good  deal  re« 

•  8s.  9i  *  About  il.  13s. 
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icmbies  thofe  of  the  citron,  though  they  are  longer  and  BOOK 
narrower  at  the  extremity.    The  betel  grows  ift  all  parts' 
9f  India, '  but  flourifhes  beft  in  moift  places. 

At  all  times  of  the  day,  and  even  in  the  night,  the 
Indians  chew  the  leaves  of  the  betel,  the  bitterneft  of 
which  is  correded  by  the  areca  that  is  wrapped  uji  iK 
them.  There  is  conftantly  mixed  with  it  the  chunitn,  a 
kind  6(  burnt  lime  made  of  (hells.  The  rich  frequently 
add  perfumes,  either  to  gratify  their  variety  or  thei'f  ftn- 
fuality.   .  . 

It  would  be  thought  a  breach  of  politenefs*  aitiong  the 
Indians  to  take  leave  for  any  long  time,  'with"Out  "prc- 
fenting  eacH  other  with  a  purfe  of  betel.  It  is  a  pledge 
of  friendlhip  that  relieves  the  pain  of  abfence.  '  No  on 6 
dares  to  ipeak  to  a  fuperior  unlefs  his  mouth  is  perfumed 
with  betel ;  it  would  even  be  rude  to  negleft  this  precau- 
tion  with  an  equal.  The  women  of  gallantly  afe  the  moft 
lavifti  in  tlie  life  of  betel,  as  being  a  powerful  Incentive  to 
love.  Betel  is  talteh  after  meals ;'  betel  Is  chewed  during  a 
vifit;  betel  is  offered  when  you  meet,  a;id  when  youfepa- 
rate;  in'fhort,  nothing  is  to  be  done  without  betel.  If  it 
is  prejudicial  to  the  teeth,  it  af?ifls  and  ftrcngthens  the 
ftomach.  *  'At  leaft,  it  is  i  gehe^ral  fafhion  that  prevails 
throughout  the  Indies. 

6.  The  pearl  fifhcry,  which  is  one  of  the  (ources  of  the 
revenue  of  Ceylon.  It  is  no  improbable  conjeAure,  that 
this  iflahd,'  which  is  only  fifteen  leagues  from  the  continent, 
Was,  in  Tome  diftant  period  or  other  feparated  from  it 
by  fome  great  coni^ulfion  of  nature.  The  traft  of  fea 
which  at  prefent  divFdes  it  from  the  land,  is  fo  full  of 
(hallows,  that  no  ihips  can  fail  upon  it;  and  there  are 
only  a  few  places  where  fmall  boats  may  pafs  in  four  or 
five  feet  water.'  The  Dutch,  who  affume  the  fovereignty 
here,  have  always  two  armed  Hoops  to  enforce  the  pay^ 
inent  of  the  taxes  they  have  inbpofed.  In  this  ftrait  the 
pearl  fifhery  is  carried  on>  which  was  formerly  of  fo  much 
t         z  importance  j 
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^  importance  ;  but  this  foyrcc  of  wealth  has  be^n  fo  miicli 
exh^uded^  that  it  is  but  rarely  reforted  to.  The  bank, 
indeed,  is  vilited  every  year,  tp  fee  how  it  is  r^lenilhed 
wiUi  pyflers  ;  but,  in  general,  it  is  five  or  fix  years  before 
^  fufficient  quantity  is  to  be  found*  The  fifhery  is  then 
farnned  out  i  and,  every  thing  computed,  it  may  produce 
to  the  revenues  of  the  company  200,000  livres>.  Upon 
the  fan)e  coails  is  found  a  flieU-fifh  called  xanxus,  of  which 
the  Indians  at  Bengal  make  bracelets.  The  £ihery  is  free, 
but  the  trade  is  exclufive. 

After.  alU  the  great  objed  of  the  company  is  cinna- 
mon. The  root  of  the  ^ree  that  produces  it  is  large,  and, 
divides  it  into  feveral  'branches  covered  with  a  bark,  which 
on  th&  outer  iide  is  of  a  greyiih  brown,  and  on  the  inner 
of  a  reddifii  caft.  The  wood  of  this  root  is  hard,  w^hite, 
imd  has  no  fmell.  The  body  of  the  tree,  which  grows  to 
the  height  of  eight  or  ten  toifes,  is  covered  as  well  as  its 
numerous  branches,  with  a  bark  which  at  firft  is  green, 
and  afterwards  red.  The  leaf,  if  it  were  not  longer 
and  narrower,  would  not  be  much  unlike  that  of  the  lau- 
rel. When  firil  unfolded  it  is.  of  a  flame  colour:  bat  af- 
ter it  has  been  for  fome  time  expofed  to  the  air  and  grows 
dry,  it  changes  to  a  deep  green  on  the  upper  furface,  and 
to  a  lighter  on  the  lower.  The  flowers  are  fmali  and 
white,  and  grow  in  large  bunches  at  the  extrcmit)'  of  the 
branches;  they  have  an  agreeablei  fmelU  ibn^erhing  like 
that  of  the  lily  of  the  valley.  The  fruit  is  (haped  like 
an  acorn,  but  is  not  fb  large*  It  is  commonly  ripe  in 
September.  When  boiled  la.  water  it  yields  an  oil  which 
fwims  at  top,  and  takes  fire.  If  left  to  cool,  it  hardens 
into  a  white  fubflance,  of  which  candles  are  made,  which^ 
have  an  agreeable  fmell,  and  are  refe'rved  for  the  ufc  of 
the  king  of  Ceylon.  No  part  of  .the  tree  that  produces 
the  cinnamon  is  valuable  except  the  unJcr  bark.  The 
beft  feafon  for  raifmg  and  feparating  it  from  the  outer 

k      *  * 

.     •3,75*1. 

bark» 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  'iff 

bark,  vfrhich  is  grey  atld  rugged,  h'thc  fpring,  when  the  B  O  O.  £ 
fap  flow9  in  the  greateft  abundance.    It  is  cut  into  thin 
'ilices  a!id*^xpof<^d  to  the  filn  ;  and  curls \ip  in  drying. 

T«E  6id  trees  produce  only  a  c<Jarfe  kind  of  cinnaitkm, 
which  is  only  in  pcrfeftion  whcii  the  tree*  are  n^t  older 
than  three  or  ^oiir  years.  'When  the  trunk  has  been  Grip- 
ped of  its  bark  it  receives  *  no  fdrther  nourilhtnent,  but 
the  foot  ^s  -ftiW  alive  and  continues  to  throw  out  frefli 
feoots.  Besides  this,  the  fi^it  of  the  ciimaAcKm-tt^e^con* 
tains  a  feed  from  which  it  is  raifed. 

Thers  are  folne  of  tlve  company's  territories  where 
this  tree  does  not 'grow.  It  is  on)y  to  be  found  in 
thofe  of  Negombo,  Columbo,  oi^  the  promontory  of 
Gallo.  The  prince's  forefts  fupply  the  deficiency  wliich^ 
ibmetimes  prevaHs  in  the  magazines.  •  'The  mountains  in^ 
habited  by  the  Bedas  abound  with  the  tree :  but  ndther 
the  Europeans  nor  the  Cinglafles  are  denied  acceft  to  them, 
and  there  is  no  way  of  fharing  the  riches  of  the  Bedas  but 
by  declaring  war  againft  them. 

Aft  the  Cibgkiires,  as  well  as  the  Indians  upon  the  con* 
tkient^  are  divided  into  calVs  which  never  make  any  al« 
liances  wi^h  -one  another^  each<  conftantly  adhering  to  the 
fame  profeifioa  ;  the  art  of  baii^ing  the  ^naamon-trees  is 
a  diftind.  occupation,  and  the  meaneft  of  all  others,  and 
4i  confined  to  the  caft  of  the  Cooleys;  Every  other 
iflandeif  woul4  look  upon  it  as  a  difgrace  to  be  employed 
in  thJA  trade. 

■ 

Th€  cinnamon «is  not  reckoned  excellent  unlefs  it  is  fine, 
fmoOlih,  brittle,  thin,  of  a  yellow  colour  inclining  to  red, 
fragrant,  aromatic,  .and  of  a  poignant,  yet  agreeable 
tafte.  The  connoiifeurs  give  the  preference  to  that,  the 
pieces  of  which  are  long  but  lender.  It  adds  to  the  deli- 
Oicies  t>f  the  table,  and  is  of  fovereign  ufe  in  medicine. 

Th«  Dutch  purchafe  the  greatdt  part  of  their  cinnamon 

«f  the  Ipdiane  who  are  fubjedl  to  tbem»    They  have  en- 

;^ged  to  take  a  limited  quantity  of  the  king  of  Candy,  at 

:  an 
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BOOK  an  advanced  price.  Setting  one  againft  the  other,  it  do69 
not  coft  them  twelve  fols  a  pound.  It  would  not  be  tm« 
poffible  for  the  ihips  that  frequent  the  ports  of  Ceylon,  to 
procure  the  tree  that  produces  the  cinnamon ;  but  it  has 
degenerated  at  Malabar,  Batavia,  the  ifle  of  France,  and 
in  all  parts  where  it  has  been  tranfplanted. 

FoRMBRLY  the  company  thought  it  necef&ry  to  main'* 

tain  four  thoufand  black  or  white  ibldiers,  to  fecure  the 

•advantages  they  derived  from  Ceylon^    The  number  is 

now  reduced  to  fifteen  or  fixteen  hundred.    Their  annual 

•>expence8>   neverthelefs,   amount    to    2,200,000    livres«; 

and  their  revenues,  and  fmall  branches  of  commerce,  pro-* 

duce  no  more  than  2,000,000  of  livres  K    This  deficiency 

is  fupplied  out  of  the  profits  arifing  from  cinnamon,    They 

are  likewife  obliged  to  provide  for  the  expence  attending 

the  wars  they  are  from  time  to  time  engaged  in  with  the 

king  of  Candy,  who  is  at  preient  the  fole  fovereign  of  the 

.Mand. 

The  Dutch  freely  own  that  thefe  ruptures  are  fatal  to 
them.  As  foon  ^  they  break  out,  molt  of  the  peaple  who 
inhabit  the  coafts  retire  into  the  inland  parts  of  the  country. 
•Notwithftanding  the  defpotifm  that  awaits  them,  they 
look  upon  the  yoke  of  the  Europeans  as  an  evil  ftiil  more 
infupportable*  The  Cooieys  are  fo  far  from  always  waiting 
for  the  commencement  of  hoftUities  as  a  fignal  ior  their 
removal,  that  they  fometimes  refolve  to  take  thk  defperate 
ftep  as  foon  as  they  perceive  the  leafl  mifunderflanding 
between  the  king  and  the  Dutch.  On  theiie  occafions, 
befides  the  lofs  of  a  harveft,  a  long  train  of  ei^pence  and 
fatigue  follows,  to  enable  them  to  penetrate,  fword  in 
hand,  into  a  country,  encompaCfed  on  all  fides  by  i:ii^W9» 
woods,  hollow  vales,  and  mountains. 

Thesb  important  conliderations  had  determined  the 
company  to  engage  the  good  will  of  the  prince  of  Candy, 
by  (hewing  him  all  imaginable  civilities.    Every  year  they 
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tfent  an  ambafladorUdcn  with  rich  prefents.  They  offeted  2  O  O  ^ 
their  ihips  to  conxey  l^s.pf  iefts  to  Siam,  to  be  inftaru^ted  in  '^' 
the  religion  of  that  countryi  which  is  the  fame  with  his 
own.  I^otwithilanding  they  had  taken  tlie  forts  and  the 
lands  which  were  occupied  by  the  Portuguef^j  they  con* 
tented  themfelves  with  receiving  from  this  prin^  the  ap-» 
pellation  of  guardians  of  bis  coajls*  They  alfo  made  him 
feveral  other  conceffions. 

'Theses  lingular  inft^nces  6f  management,  have  notj: 
however,  been  always  fufficient  to  maintain  good  hgr« 
mdny,  which  has  feveral  times  been  iat^rupted.  The 
war  which  ended  on  the  14th  of  February,  1766,  had 
been  the  longeft  and  the  moft  adive  of  any  that  had  been 
occafioned  by  diftruft,  and  an  oppoiitioD  of  interefts. 
As  the  company  prefcribed  terms  to  a  monarch  who  was 
driven  from  his  capital,  and  obliged  to  winder  in  the 
woods,  they  made  a  very  advantageous  treaty.  Their 
fovereignty  was  acknowledged  over  all  the  countries  they 
were  ia  pofleflion  of  before  the  troubles  broke  out  j  and 
that  part  of  the  coafts  which  remained  in  the  occupation 
of  the  natives  was  ceded  to  them.  They  are  to  be  allowed 
to  gather  cinnamon  in  all  the  plains,  and  the  court  is  to 
.iell  them  the  beft  fort  that  is  produced  in  the  mountain- 
ous parts  at  the  rate  of  forty>one  livres  five  fols  '^  for 
eighteen  pounds*  Their  commiiiaries  sure  authorifed  to 
cxund  their  trade  to  all  parts  where  they  think  it  can  be 
carried  on  with  advantage.  The  government  engages 
to  have  no  connexion  with  any  other  foreign  power  1 
and  ever  to  deliver  up  any  Europeans  who  may  happen 
to  ftray  into  the  ifland.  In  return  for  fo  many  concef. 
fions,  the  king  is  to  receive  annually  the  value  of  the 
produce  of  the  ceded  coafts;  and  from  thence  his  fub- 
jeOs  are  to  be  fiirnilhed  gratis  with  fait  fofficient  for  their 
confumption.  It  ihouW  fcem  that  the  company  may  de- 
rive  great  advantages  from  fo  favourable  a  fituation. 

Thi 
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The  prdperty  of  the  lands  in  Ceylon  belongs  more  6f 
right  to  the  fovereign  than  in  any  other  part  of  India. 
This  pernicious  lyftcm  has,  in  that  ifland  been  afctcnded 
with  fatal  confequences  infepardble  from  it.    The  people 
are  in  a  ftate  of  total  ina6titity.    They  llVe  in  huts,  have 
no  furniture,  and  fubfift  upon  fruits ;  and  thofe  who  are 
moft  at  their  eafe,  have  no  other  covering  than  a  piecfe 
of  coarfe  linen  wrapped  about  their  waift.     It  were  to  be 
•  wiihed  that  the  Dutch  would  do  one  thing,  which  all  tho 
nations  who  have  eflablifhed  colonies  in  Ada,  are  to  blanie 
never  •  to  have  attempted,   and  that  is,  to  diftribute  the 
lands  among  the  families  and  make  them  their  own  pro- 
perty.    They  would  forget,  and  perhaps  hate  their  former 
fovereign  :  they  would  attach  themfelves  to  a  government 
that  confulted  their  happinef^;  they  would  become  in- 
dufhious,  and  occafion  a  greater  confumption.    Under 
fuch  circumftances  the  iiland  of  Ceylon  would  enj[oy  that 
opulence  which  was  defigned  it  by  nature :  it  would  be 
fecure  from  revolutions,  and  be  enabled  to  fupport  the 
fettlements   of  Malabar  and    Coromandel,   v.rhich  it  is 
bound  to  proted^. 
Trade  of  The  Portuguefe,  in  the  time  of  their  profperity,  had 

ibe  Dutch     formed  fome  tolerable  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Coro- 

on  the  cualt 

ofCoroman-  mandel.  That  at  Negapatan  was  taken  from  them  by 
the  Dutch  in  1658.  It  gradually  increai^d  to  ten  or  twelve 
villages,  which  were  all  inhabited  by  weavers.  In  1696, 
it  was  thought  proper  to  build  a  fort  to  fecure  theif  tran- 
quillity, and  in  1742  the  tower  was  furrounded  by  Wallg. 
This  is  the  centre  of  trade,  where  all  the  inveftments  of 
white,  blue,  painted,  printed,  fine  and  coarfe  linens  ate 
made  by  the  company  for  the  confumption  hi  Europe  6t 
India.  Whether  at  Bimilipatnam,  Pellicate,  Sadrafpatan  ; 
or  at  its  fadories  on  the  iilhing  coaft.  Their  inveftments, 
which  conunonly  amount  to  four  or  five  thoufand  bale» 
are  carried  to  (Negapatan,  by  two  (loops  ftattoned  in  thefe 
feas  for  that  purpofe. 

Tna 
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The  Dtittih  fell,  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  iron,  lead,   B  d  0  iC 

II. 
cbppcr,  calinj  tutcnagtie,  pepper,  and  fpices.   Thefe  united 

articles  prodi2ce  a  million  of  liv^es  *  to  which  we  may 
add  eighty  thoufand  ^  arifing  from  the  cuftoms.  The 
cxpenccs  of  their  fsveral  cftablifliments  amount  to  eight 
hundred  thoufand  livres,  c  and  we  may  venture  to  aflert 
without  the  fear  of  being  aicufed  of  exaggeration,  that 
the  freight  of  the  fltlps  fWallow  up  the  reft  of  the  profits. 
The  net  produce  therefore  of  the  Coromandel  trade  to 
the  company,  is  the  profit  arifing  from  the  linens  thejr 
export.  Their  trade  on  the  Malabar  coaft  is  ftill  lefs  ad- 
vantageous to  them.  It  commenced  pretty  nearly  at  the 
fame  period,  and  Was  eftabliftied  at  the  expence  of  the 
fame'  nation. 

It  appears  tb  be  no  difficult  talk  to  giiefs  at  the  motives  Tracleo^ 
•that  led  to  thi§  new  ehterprife.     After  the  Portpauefe  had  ^^^  P^^'^^a 

*       ^  *>  on  the  coaft 

Ibft  Ceylon,  they  lold' the  wild  cinnamon  of  Malabar  in  of  Malabaii 
Europe  at  almoft  the  fame  price  at  w*hich  they  had  always 
fold  the  right  fort.     Thoitgh  this  rivalfhip  Could  not  con- 
tinttc  long,  it  gave' une^fineft  tb  the  Dutch,  who,  in  1662, 
ordered  Vangoens,  their  general,  to  attack  Cochin. 

The  place  was  no  fooner  inverted,  than  intelligence  was 
receifcd  of  a  peace  being  concluded  between  Hollaftd  and 
Porttfgftl.  »  Thi^  news  *  was  kept  fecret.  Th*  operations 
wape-caffried  on  wlth*tigour;  and  the  ftefieged,  harrafled 
by  oontitiual  afTaikksy  fuireikkred  on  the  eighth  day.  The 
nextdajr  a  ^igtbCe  iftit^d  frdm  Goa  with  the  articles  of 
peace.  Th^i  conquertors  ^ve  themfelves  no  fiirther  trou- 
ble b*" jbftifjr  theh-  treachery,  than  by  faying,  that  thofe 
who  complained  in  fo  haughty  a  ftile,  had  obferVed  the 
fame  cbnduft  at  Brazil  a  few  years  before. 

Ai^TSHthis  cftnqueft,  the  Dutch  thought  themfelves 
firmly  eftaHifhcd  at  Malabar.     Codhin  feemed  to  be  ne-  * 
•ccfikiyto  protect  Canaiior,  Crangfnor,  alid  Quillon,  of 

^4hlS<^^'  ^$>Sool  «3S,obol. 
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BOOK  which  they  had  juft  before  made  themfelves  mafters,  «nd 
^^'  the  faftory  of  Porcat,  which  they  had  formed  the  plan  of 
at  that  time,  and  have  fince  actually  eftablifhed.  The 
event  ha3  not  anfwered  their  expectation.  The  compan/ 
Jiave  not  fucceeded  in  their  hopes  of  excluding  other 
European  nations  from  tliis  ceafl.  They  procure  no  kin^ 
of  merchandife  there,  but  what  they  are  furnifhed  with 
from  their  other  fettiements ;  and  being  rivalled  in  their 
trade  they  are  obliged  to  give  a  higher  price  here,  thae 
in  the  markets  where  they  enjoy  an  excluiive  privilege. 

Their  articles  of  fale  confifl  of  a  fmall  quantity  of 
alum,  benzoin,  camphire,  tutenague,  fugar,  iron,  calin^ 
lead,  copper,  and  quickfilver.  The  veflel  that  carries  this 
ilender  cargo  returns  to  Batavia  laden  with  caire,  or 
cocoa-tree  bark,  for  the  ufe  of  the  port.  By  thefe  articles 
the  company  gain,  at  moil  360,000  livres  %  which,  with 
120,000  ^  arifing  from  the  cufloras,  make  the  fum  of^ 
480,000  livres  c.  In  times  of  profound  peace  the  main- 
tenance of  thefe  fettiements  cofis  464,000  livres  ^,  ta 
that  16,000  ^  only,  remain  to  defray  the  expences  of  their 
ihipping,  for  which  that  Aim  is  certainly  not  fufficient., 

It  is  true  the  company  gets  two  millions  weight  of  pep- 
per at  Malabar,  which  is  carried  in  iloops  to  Ceylon, 
where  it  is  put  aboard  the  ihips  Etted  out  forEurqpe. 
It  is  likewife  true,  that,  by  virtue  of  thefe  capitulationsy 
they  pay  only  192  f  livres  the  candil,  which  weighs  five 
hundred  pounds,  for  which  other  companies  give  ^40  g» 
and  private  merchants  288  ^;  but  whatever  advantage 
may  be  made  of  this  article,  it  is  reduced  to,  nothing 
by  the  bloody  wars  that  are  occafioned  by  it. 

These  obfervations  had  doubtlefs  efcaped  the  notioe 
of  Golonefs,  the  dlre£tor-general  of  Batavia,  when  he 
ventured  to  afHrm  that  the  fettlement  at  Malabar  whioh 
he  had  long  fuperintended,  was  one  of  the  moft  imj^or^ 
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tant  fettlements  belonging  to  the  cotopany.     "  I  am  ib  BOOK 
•'  far  from  being  of  your  opinion,  faid  general  Moffel^ 
**  that  I  could  wiih  the  Tea  had  fwallowed  it  up  about  a 
•*  century  ago." 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  Dutck,  in  the  height  of  their*  The  t)utch 
fuccefs,  found  the  want  of  a  place   where  their  yeffels  ^t  the  Capi 
might  put  in  to  get  refrelhments,  cither  in  going  to,  or  °[  ^^^^ 
returning  from  India.     They  were  undetermined  in  their 
choice,  when  Van-Riebeck  thefurgeon,  in  1650,  propofed 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  the  Portuguefe  had  im- 
prudently defpifed.     This  judicious  man,  during  a  ftay  of 
fome  weeks,  was  convinced  that  a  colony  might  be  placed 
to  advantage  on  this  fouthern  extremity  of  Africa,  which 
might  ferve  as  a  ftaple  for  the  commerce  of  Europe  and 
Afia.     The  care  of  forming  this  fettlement  was  commit- 
ted to   him;  and  his  meafureft  were  Concerted  upon  ^ 
good  plan.     He  caufed  it  to  be  ftipulated  that  every  mail 
who  chofe  to  fix  there  fhould  have  fixty  acres  of  land  al- 
lotted him.     Corn,  cattle  and  utcnlils  were  to  be  pro- 
vided for  thofe  who  wanted  thetn.    Young  women  takeii 
from  alms-houfes    were   given  them   as   companions   td 
foften,  and  to  fhare  their  fatigues.     All  thofe,  who  after 
three  years  found  the  climate,  did  not  agree  with  them, 
had   liberty  to  return  to  Europe,  and  to  difpofe  of  their 
pofTefHons  in  what  manner  they  pleafed.    Having  fettled 
thefe  arrangements  he  fet  fail. 

The  large  tra£t  of  country  which  it  was  propofed  to 
Cultivate,  was  Inhabited  by  the  Hottentots,  who,  according 
to  a  French  traveller,  are  divided  into  fevcral  clans>  each 
4of  which  forms  an  independent  village.  Their  habitations 
ure  huts  covered  with  (kins,  which  cannot  be  entered  with- 
but  creeping  upon  their  hands  and  knees,  and  are  difpofed 
in  a  circle.  Thefe  huts  are  hardly  of  any  other  ufc  than  to 
holdafewprovifidns  and  houlholdfurnitHire.  The  Hottentots 
never  enter  them  but  in  the  rainy  feafon.  They  are  always 
found  lying  at  their  doors ;  and  if  thty  interrupt  their  re^ 
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BOOK  pofe  it  is  to  fmoke  a  flrong  herb  which  fcrves  them  inftcad 
of  tobacco. 

The  management  of  cattle  is  the  fole  employment  of 
thcfe  favages.  As  there  is  but  one  herd  in  each  town 
which  is  common  to  all  the  inhabitants,  each  of  them  is 
appointed  to  guard  it  in  his  turn.  This  poft  requirec 
*  Conftant  vigilance,  the  country  being  full  of  wild  beafts, 
which  are  more  voracious  at  this  extremity  of  Africa  than 
any  where  elfe.  The  Ihepherd  fends  out  fcouts  every  day. 
If  a  leopard  or  tyger  is  feen  in  the  neighbourhood,  the 
whole  town  takes  up  arms,  and  flies  to  the  enemy, ^ho 
feldom  efcapes  from  fo  many  poifoned  arrows,  and  fharp 
itakes  hardened  in  the  fire. 

As  the  Hottentots  neither  have,  nor  appear  to  have 
riches ;  and  their  oxen  and  (heep,  which  is  all  the  property 
they  have,  are  in  common;  it  is  natural  to  imagine 
that  there  is  little  occafion  for  difputes  among  ifliem. 
They  are  accordingly  united  to  each  other  by  the  clofefl 
ties  of  friendlhip :  nor  do  they  ever  engage  in  any  war, 
even  with  their  neighbours;  fetting  afide  the  quarrels  be- 
tween the  ihepherds  on  account  of  cattle  that  may  have 
flrayed,  or  been  carried^  off. 

It  has  often  been  remarked,  that  public  cufloms  gave 
rife  to  the  firft  colonies.  Marks  of  diftindlion  were  adopted 
to  make  men  unite  and  recognize  one  another.  A  broken 
nofe,  a  flat  head,  bored  ears,  paintings,  burnings,  head- 
drefTes,  are  the  chara£leriftics  of  the  favage  world.  As 
no  plan  of  morality  or  education  prevails  among  thena, 
it  follows  of  courfe,  that  univerfal  cuftoms  muft  with 
them  fupply  the  place  of  policy  aud  government.  Thefe 
rude  men,  the  children  of  nature,  depend  entirely  on  the 
temper  of  the  climate :  and  hence  the  Hottentots  have 
the  manners  of  herdfmen. 

When  the  Dutch  arrived  there,  they  were,  like  all  the 
people  who  lead  a  pafloral  life,  full  of  benevolence ;  and 
partook  in  fome  degree  of  the  flovenlinefs  and  ftupidity 

of 
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of  the  animals  they  kept.     They  had  inftituted  an  order,  B  t)  o  K 

vith  which  they  honoured  thofe  who  had  fubdued  any  of 

the  monfters  that  were  deftrudlive  to  their  Ihecp-folds :    , 

and    they  revered  the   memory  of  the  heroes    who  had  • 

done  fcrvice  to  mankind.     The  apotheofis  of  Hercules  had 

the  fame  origin.    . 

RiEBECK,  in  conformity  to  the  notions  unhappily  pre- 
vailing among  the  Europeans,  began  to  take  pofleffion  of  . 
the  moft  commodious  part  of  the  territory ;  and  he  after- 
wards designed  to  fix  himfelf  there.  This  behaviour  dif- 
pleafed  the  patives.  On  what  pretence^  fald  their  envoy 
to  thcfe  Grangers,  have  you  fown  our  lands?  PH)y  do  you 
imploy  them  to  feed  your  cattle?  How  would  you  behave  if 
you  f aw  your  own  fields  invaded  in  this  manner?  Tou  fortify 
yourfelves  with  no  other  view  than  to  reduce  the  Hotientois  to 
Jlavery.  I'hefe  remonftranccs  were  followed  by  fome 
hoftilitics,  which  brought  the  founder  of  the  colony  back 
to  thofe  principles  of  juftice  and  humanity,  that  were 
agreeable  to  his  natural  character.  He  purchafed  the 
country  he  wanted  to  occupy  for  the  Aim  of  90,000  livres  » 
which  was  paid  in  merchandife.  All  parties  were  rccon- 
tiled,  and  from  that  time  to  this,  there  has  been  no  fur^i 
ther  difturbance. 

It  has  been  proved  that  the  company  have  expended 
46,000,000  of  livres  ^  in  raifing  the  colony  to  its  prefent 
ftatc.  A  few  particulars  will  enable  us  to  judge  how  fo 
confiderable  a  fum  has  been  employed* 

It  is  computed  that  there  are  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  about  twelve  thoufand  Europeans,  Dutch,  Germans, 
and  French  Refugees.  Some  part  of  thefc  numbers  re- 
fide  in  the  capital,  and  two  confiderable  towns:  the  reft 
are  difperfed  along  the  coaft  which  extends  fifty  leagues 
into  the  country.  The  foil  of  the  Hottentots  being  fandy, 
and  only  good  by  intervals ;  the  hu(bandmen  chufe  to  con- 
^ae  thcmfcives  to  thofe  places  where  they  meet  with  water, 
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BOOK  wood  and  fertile  land;  three  advantages  fcldom  found 
together. 

The  company  formerly  procnrcd  flavcs  from  Mada- 
gafcar,  who  alleviated  the  burthen  of  the  white  people. 
Since  the  French  appeared  as  rivals,  this  communication 
has  been  difcontinued.  The  prefent  planters  confift  of  a 
few  Malays,  who  are  unaccuftomed  to  the  climate,  and 
are  fcarce  fit  for  the  work  that  is  required  of  them. 

If  it  were  pra6ticable  to  make  the  Hottentots  ftcady, 
great  advantages   might  accrue,  which  cannot  be  hoped 
for  frorti  their  prefent  chara<5ler.     All  that  has  yet  been 
done,  has   been  to  prevail  with  the  poorcft  of  them  to 
engage  in   their  fervice  for  one,    two,    or   three  years. 
They  are  of  a  docile  temper,  and  perform  the  work  that 
is  expcfted  from  them;  but,  at  the  expiration  of  their 
agreement,  they  take  the  cattle  that  are  allowed  them  for 
wages,  rejoin  their  clan,  and  never  make  their  appearance 
again  till  they  have  oxen  or  (heep  to  barter  for  knives, 
tobacco,  and  brandy.     They  find  an  inexpreffible  charm 
in  the  independent  and  indolent  life  they  lead  in  their 
deferts.     Nothing  can  wean  them  from  this  attachment. 
One  of  their  children  was  taken  from  the  cradle,  and  in- 
ftrufted  in  our  manners  and  religion ;  he  made  a  progrefs 
anfwerable  to  the  pains  that  were  beflov/ed  upon  his  educa- 
tion ;   he  was  fent  to  India,  and  ufefully  employed  in  trade. 
Happening,  by  accident,  to  revifit  his  country,  he  went 
to  fee  his  relations  in  their  hut.     He  was  ftruck  with  the 
iimplicity  that  appeared  there ;  he  cloathcd  himfelf  with  a 
fheep-lkin,  and  went  to  the  fort  to  carry  back  his  Euro- 
pean habiliments.     /  am  comty  faid  he  to   the  governor, 
to  renounce  for  evir  the  mode  of  life  you  hdve  taught  me  to 
embrace,     I  am  refolvcd  to  folhwy  till  death y  the  manners 
and  religion  of  my  ance/Iors.     As  a  token  of  my  offe^llon^  1 
will  keep  the  collar  and  fword  you  have  given  me  :  all  the 
rejl  you  will  permit  me  to  leave  behind.     He  did  not  wait 

for 
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fbr  an  anfwer,  but  ran  away,  and  Wa«  never  heard  of  B  O  O  K 

--  n. 

after. 

Though  the  charader  of  the  Hott^tots  is  not  Aich  as- 
the  Dutch  could  wiih»  the  company  derive  Miii  advantages 
from  this  colony.  Indeed,  the  tenth*part  of  the  corn  and 
wine,  together  with  th^  cuftoms  and  other  duties,  do 
not  exceed  240,000  Kvres*.  They  gain  no  more  than 
forty  thoufend-l*  by  their  thick  clotbs,  common  thread  and 
cotton  pieces,  hardware,  coals,  and-  other  inconfiderable 
articles,  which  they  vend  at  this  place. 

Thet  receive  sL  ftill  fmalkr  pn>lit  from  (ijcty  lecques  of 
red  wine,  and  eighty  or  nineiy  of  wl^ite,  which  they  carry 
to  Europe  every  year.      The  leccpie  weighs  about  twelve 
hundred  pounds.     There  are  only  two  places  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Conftantia   that,  produce  this  wine.     Tho 
isompany  might  have  it  entirely  genuine,  and  at  a  very  low 
rate.     Happily  the  governor  finds  it  his  intcreft  to  allow 
the  cultivators  to  mix  it  with  the  produce  of  the  adjac&nfe 
vineyards.     By  this   management  what  remains  of  this 
celebrated  wine,  the  genuine  excellent  *cape  wine,  is  {iy\4 
to  foreign  reCek  d>at  happen  to  touch  at  the  coafts  at  four 
livres^  a  bottle.     It  is  generally  preferable  to  that  which 
IS  extorted  by  tyranny ;  nothing  good  being  to  be  expeded 
where  it  is  not  voluntarily  obtained. 

A«  the  expenccs  necefTary.  for  the  fupport  of  (b  large  n 
ftttlement,  fwallow  up«  at  leaft,  all  thefe  profits  taken 
together,  its  utility  muft  reft  upon  ibme  other  founda* 
tion.  "* 

The  Dutch  fkips  that  fail  to  and  from  India  find  a  fafe 
fifylum  at  the  cape ;  st  delightful,  ferene,  and  temperate 
fky ;  and  learn  every  thing  of  importance  that  happens  in 
both  thofe  parts  of  the  globe.  Here  they  take  in  butter, 
meal,  wine,  large  quantities  of  pickled  vegetables  for  their 
voyage,  and  for  the  ufe  of  the  colonies.  They  might 
draw  much  greater  advantages  from  hence,  if  the  com-^* 
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BOOK  pany,  blinded  by  their  avidity,  were  not  perpetually 
checking  the  induftry  of  the  planters.  They  oblige  t\\em 
to  part  with  their  provifions  at  fo  low  a  price,  that  they 
have  not,  for  a  long  time,  been  able  to  procure  cloathing 
and  other  abfolute  neceflaries. 

This  tyrannical  condud  might,  perhaps,  be  borne  with, 
if  the  viflims  of  it  were  authorifed  to  fell  their  fuper.fluous 
produce  to  foreign  navigators,  whom  the  convenience  of 
their  (ituation,  or  other  reafons,  might  invite  into  their 
ports.  But  a  fpirit  of  jealoufy  in  trade,  which  is  one  of 
die  greatcd  eviU  that  can  befal  humanity,  has  deprived 
them  of  this  refource.  The  Dutch  have  long  flattered 
themfelves,  that  by  with-holding  this  conveniency  from 
other  trading  nations,  they  ihould  make  them  abandon 
India  in  difguft*  Notwithflanding  they  have  experienced 
the  reverfe  of  this,  their  conduct  is  not  altered ;  though 
it  was  eafy  to  difcern,  that  all  the  wealth  that  flowed  into 
the  colony  would,  fooner  or  later,  return  to  th^  company. 
The  governor  only  is  authorifed  to  fupply  the  moft  pref- 
iing  neceflities  of  thofe  who  touch  at  the  Cape.  Thefe 
wrong  meafurcs,  have  defervedly  been  the  fource  of  a 
thoufand  inconveniencies.  We  muft  do  juftice  to  M, 
Tolbac,  who  at  prefcnt- prcfide?  over  this  colony.  This 
generous  man,  during  the  laft  war,  fet  an  example  of 
benevolence  and  difintereftednefs,  which  was  not  to  be 
found  in  any  of  his  predeccfTors.     As  his  underftanding 

■ 

raifcd  him  above  prejudice,  and  that  he  had  a  fufHcient 
degree  of  firmncfs  to  deviate  from  the  abfurd  orders  he 
received,  he  encouraged  the  nations  who  endeavoured  to 
fupplant  one  another  to  repair  to  his  colony  for  fubfift^ 
ence.  The  price  was  regulated  by  fo  juft  a  (landard, 
that  while  it  was  fo  moderate  as  to  invite  purchafers,  it 
was  high  enough  to  animate  the  cultivators  to  induftry. 
Jvlay  this  wife  magiftrate  long  enjoy  the  pleafing  confciouf- 
jjefs  of  .having  made  the  fortune  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
find  the  glory  of  having  ncgleftcd  his  own  i 
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If  the  company  fliould  adopt  his  plan,  they  will  imitate  BOOK 
the  fpirit  of  their  founders,  who  did  nothing  by  chance,  /_  ^^  -.  ^ 
and,  without  waiting  for  the  happy  events  we  have  been 
dcfcribing,  fct  themfelves  to  find  out  a  place,  which  they 
might  make  the  center  of  their  power.     They  had  cail 
their  eyes  upon  Java  as  early  as  the  year  1609. 

Th£  people  of  this  ifland,  which  is  two  hundred  leagues  DommnMs 
in  length  and  thirty  or  forty  in  breadth,  traced  their  °n\^^^2 
origin  from  China,  though  they  retained  nothing  either  of  of  j«tiu^  • 
its  religion  or  its  manners.     A  very  fuperftitious  fpecies  of 
mohamracdanifm  conftitutcd  the  prevailing  worlhip.    Some 
idolaters  were  Hill  remaining  in  the  interior  pait  of  the 
country;   and  thefe  were  the  only  inhabitants  of  Java 
that  were    not    arrived  at  the  laft  ftage  of  depravity. 
This  ifland,  which  was  formerly  under  the  dominion  of  a 
lingle  monarch,  was  at  that  time  divided  among  fcveral 
iovereigns,  who  were  perpetually  at  war  with  each  other. 
Thcfe  eternal  diffcnfions,- while  they  kept  up  a  military 
fpirit  among  the  people,    made    them  negleft  manners. 
Their  enmity  to  ftrangers,  ar>d  want  of  confidence  in  each 
other,  would  lead  one  to  conclude,  that  this  nation  breathed 
no  fentiment  but  hatred.     Here  men  were  wolves  to  each 
other,  and  feemed  to  unite  in  fociety  more  for  the  fake  of 
committing  mutual  injuries,    than   of  receiving  mutual 
afliftances.     A  Javanefe  nqvcr  accofted  his  brother  without 
having  a  poniard  in  his  hand ;  ever  watchful  to  prevent, 
or  prepared  to  commit  fome  a<^  of  violence.     The  gran- 
dees had  a  great  number  of  flaves,  either  bought,  taken 
in  war,  or  detained  for  debt,  whom  they  treated  with  the 
utmoft  inhumanity.     They  cultivated  the  lands,  and  per-        » 
formed  all  kinds  of  hard  labour.     The  Javanefe  chewed 
betel,  imoked  opium,  lived  with  his  concubines,  fought, 
or  flcpt.     Thefe  people  poffcffcd  a  confiderable  fhare  of 
underftanding,  but  retained  few  traces  of  any  moral  prin- 
ciple. They  had  not  fo  much  the  charafter  of  an  unenliglit- 
^ncd,  as  of  a  degenerated  nation  :    in  ftiort,  they  were'  a 
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F  O  O  K  fet  of  men,  who,  from  a  regular  government  had  fallen 
)  into  a  kind  of  anarchy ;  and  gave  fiill  fcope  to  the  impe- 
tuous emotions  which  nature  excites  in  thefe  climates. 

This  depraved  charafter  of  the  inhabitants  did  not  alter 
the  views  of  the  company  with  rdpeft  to  Java.  They 
might  be  counterafted  by  the  Englifh,  who  were  then  in 
pofTelfion  of  a  part  of  the  trade  of  this  ifland.  But  this 
obftacla  was  foon  removed.  The  weaknefs  of  James  the 
F'ftOty  ai)d  the  corruption  of  his  council,  had  fo  damped 
tire  fpirits  of  thefe  haughty  Britons,  that  they  fufFcred 
themfelves  t6  be  fupplantcd,  without  making  thofe  efforts 
that  might  have  been  expefted  from  their  bravery.  The 
yatives  of  the  countiy,  rfeprived  of  their  fupport,  vvwe 
forced  to  fybmit ;  but  it  required  time,  addrefs,  and  policy, 
to  accomplilh  that  fcheme. 

It  was  one  of  the  fundamental  maxims  of  the  Portuguefc 
to  perfuade  thofe  princes  they  wanted  to  engage  or  retain 
in  a  (late  of  dependence,  to  fend  their  children  to  Goa  to 
be  educated,  at  the  expence  of  the  court  of  Lifbon,  and. 
initiated  early  into  its  manners  and  prindples.     But  this, 
which  was  in  itfelf  a  good  projcd,  was  fpoiled  by  the 
conquerors,  who  admitted  thefe  young  people  to  a  parti- 
cipation of  the  moft  criminal  pleafures,    and  the  moft 
Ihameful  fcencs  of  debauchery.     The  confequence  was, 
that  when  thefe  Indians  arrived  at  maturity,  they  could 
not  help  detefting,  or,  at  leaft,  defpifing  fuch  abandoned 
inflrudors.     The  Dutch  adopted  the  fame  plan,  and  im- 
proved upon   it.     They  endeavoured  to   convince  their 
pupils  of  the  weaknefs,  inconflancy,  and  treachery  of  their 
fubje<5ls ;  and  flill  more  of  the  power,  wifdom,  and  good 
faith  of  the  company.    By  this  method  they  ftrengthened 
their  ufurpations;  but  we  are  obliged  to  fay,  that  the 
Dutch  employed  means  that  were  treacherous  aad  cruet 

The  government  of  the  ifland,  which  was  founded  en* 
lirely  on  the  feudal  laws,  feemed  calculated  to  promote 
4ifcord.     Fathers  and  fons  turned  their  arms  againft  each 
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other.  They  fapportcd  the  pretcnilons  of  the  weak  againft  BOOK' 
the  itrong,  and  of  the  ftrotig  againft  the  weaic,  as  they  faw 
occafion.     They  fometimes  took  the  monarch's  part,  and 
fometiracs  that  of  his  vaffals.    If  any  petfori  of  formi- 
dable genius  afcended  thc\ throne,  they  raifed  lap  rivals 
to"  oppofe  him.     Thofe  who  were  not  to  be  feduced  by 
gold  or  promifes,  were  fubdued  by  fear.     Every  day  was 
produ&ive  of  fome  revolation,   which  was  always  begun 
hy  the  intrigues  of  the  tyrants,  and  always  ended  to  their 
advantage.      At  lengtli  they  i)ecame  mafters  of  the  moft 
important  pofts  in  the  inland  parts  of  the  country  ;   and 
of  the  forts  that  were  built  upon  the  coafls. 

This  plan  of  ufurpation  was  only  begun  to  be  carried 
into  execution,  when  a  governor  was  appointed  at  Java, 
who  had  a  palace  and  guards,  ind  appeared  in  great  pomp. 
The  company  thought  proper  to  depart  from  the  princi- 
ples of  oeconomy  they'had  hitherto  adopted  ;  from  a  per- 
iuaiion,  that  the  Portuguefe  had  derived  a  great  advan- 
tage from  the  brilliant  <:ourt  kept  by  the  viceroy  of 
Goa :  that  the  people  of  the  Eaft  were  to  be  dazzled  in 
order  to  be  the  more  eafiiy  fubducd :  and  that  it  wa$ 
neccffary  to  ftrike  the  imagination  and  the  eyes  of  the  In- 
dians, who  are  guided  more  by  their  fenfes  than  the  in- 
habitants of  our  climates. 

ThE  Dutch,  had  another  reafon  for  afluming  an  air  of 
dignity.  They  had  been  reprefented  in  Afia  as  pirates, 
without  a  country,  without  laws,  a-nd  without  a  ruler. 
To  filencc  thefe  calumnies,  they  endeavoured  to  prevail 
with  fevcral  ftat^s  adjoining  to  Java  to  {tnd  ambaffadors 
to  prince  Maurice  of  the  houfc  of  Orange. 

The  execution'  of  this  projed  procured  them  a  double 
advantage:  as  it  gave  them' credit  with  the  eaftcrn  nations, 
and  flattered  the  ambition  of  the  Stadtholder,  whofe  pror 
te.dion  was  neceflary  to  be  obtained,  for  reafons  which 
fc  are  going  to  explain. 
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Whin  the  company  obtained  their  cxclufivc  pririlcge, 
the  ftraits  of  Magellan,  which  could  have  no  connedlion 
with  the  Eaft  Indies,  were  improperly '  enough  included 
in  the  grant.  Ifaac  Lemaire,  one  of  thofe  rich  and  en-  ^ 
terprizing  merchants,,  who  ought  every  where  to  be  con- 
fidcred  as  the  benefadtors  of  their  country,  formed  the  pro- 
jeft  of  penetrating  into  the  South  Sea  by  the  fouthern 
coafls.  Accefs  being  denied  by  the  only  track  that  was 
known  at  that  time ;  he  fitted  out  two  (hips  which  pafled 
a  flrait,  fiiice  called  by  his  name,  running  between  Cape 
Horn  and  the  Staten  Land  ;  and  were  driven  by  the  force 
of  accidents  to  the  coaft  of  Java,  where  they  were  con- 
demned,  and  the  crew  fent  prifoners  to  Europe. 

This  tyrannical  proceeding  gave  offence  to  the  people, 
already  prejudiced  againft  an  exclufive  commerce.  It 
was  thought  abfurd,  that  inftead  of  giving  thofe  who 
attempted  difcoveries,  the  encouragement  they  deferved,  a 
flate  purely  commercial  ftiould  forge  (hackles  to  confine 
their  induftry.  The  monopoly,  which  the  avarice  of  in- 
dividuals had  endured  with  impatience,  became  more 
odious  when  the  company  ftretched  the  conceiHons  that 
had  been  made  them  beyond  their  due  bounds.  It  was 
found  that  as  their  pride  and  influence'  increafed  v/rth  their 
power,  the  intereft  of  the  nation  would  at  length  be  fa- 
crificed  to  the  intereft,  or  even  to  the  caprice  of  this 
formidable  body.  It  is  probable,  that  they  muft  have 
funk  under  the  public  refentment ;  and  that  the  charter^ 
which  was  near  expiring,  would  not  have  been  renewed, 
if  they  had  not  been  fupported  by  prince  Maurice,  fa- 
voured by  the  States-General,  and  encouraged  to  brave 
the  ftorm  by  the  ftrength  they  derived  from  their  fettle^- 
ment  at  Java. 

Though  the  tranquility  of  this  ifland  may  have  been 
difttirbcd  by  various  commotions,  feveral  wars,  and  fome 
coi]fpiracics',  it  continues  to  be  as  much  in  fubjc&ion  to 
the  Dutch  as  they  wifh  it  to  be. 

Bantam 
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Bantam  extends  over  thewcftcrn  part.     One  of  its  fo-  ^ 
vcreigns  having  refigncd  the  crown  to  his  fon,  was  recalled 
to  the  throne  in  1680  by  the  natural  reftlcfsnefs  of  his 
temper,  the  bad  conduct  of  his  fucceflbr,  and  a  powerfiil 
fadion.     His  party  was  on  the  point  of  prevailing,  when 
the  young  monarch,  befieged  in  his  capital  by  an  arrhy 
of  thirty  thoufend  men,  without  any  adherents,  except 
the  companions  of  his  debaucheries,  implored  the  pro- 
tedtion  of  the  Dutch.     They  flew  to  his  afliftance,  beat 
his  enemies,  delivered  him  from  his  rival,  and  rc-eftabliihed 
his  authority.     Though  the  expedition  was  briik,  fhort, 
and  rapid,  and  confequently  could  not  be  expendve ;  they 
contrived  to  make  the  charges  of  the  war  amount  to  a  pro- 
digious fum.    The  (ituation  of  things  would  not  admit  of 
a  fcnitiny  into  the  fum  demanded  for  fo  great  a  piece  of 
ferv'ice,  and  the  exhaufled  flate  of  the  finances  made  it 
impoflible  to  difcharge  it.     In  this  extremity  this  weak 
prince  determined  to  entail  ilavery  on  himfelf  and  his  de- 
fcendants,   by  granting  to   his   deliverers  the   excluiiye 
trade  of  his  dominions. 

The  company  maintain  this  great  privilege  with  three 
hundred  and  fixty-eight  men,  who  are  Rationed  in  t^vo  bad 
forts,  one  of  which  ferves  as  a  habitation  for  the  governor, 
the  other  as  a  palace  for  the  king.  The  expences  of  this 
fettlement  amount  to  no  more  than  100,000  livres  s  which 
are  regained  upon  the  merchandife  fold  there.  Their 
clear  profits  confifl  of  what  they  gain  upon  three  millions 
weight  of  pepper,  which  they  oblige  the  inhabitants  to 
fell  at  twenty-five  livres  twelve  fols  ^  a  hundred. 

These  profits  are  inconfiderable  in  comparifdn  of  what 
.  the  company  receives  from  Tlieribon,  which  it  fubjedled 
without  any  eflforts,  without  intrigues,  and  without  ex- 
pence.  The  Dutch  were  fcarce  fettled  at  Java,  when  the 
fultan  of  this  narrow  but  very  fertile  (late,  put  himfelf 
under  their  protection,  to  avoid  fubmitting  to  a  neighbouring 
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prince  more  powerful  tiian  htmfelf.  He  fells  there  an-< 
nually  a  thoufand  lafts  of  ricc^  each  weighing  three  thou- 
find  three  hundred  pounds^  at  feventy-fuc  livres  &cteen 
fols  ^  a  lafL  A  million  weight  of  fugar,  the  fineft  of 
which  cofts  thirteen  livres  nine  fols  ^  a  hundred  ;  one 
£[iillioa  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  coffee,  at  four 
fols  ^  a  pound ;  a  hundred  quintals  of  pepjper,  at  four 
fols  eight  deniers  ^  a  pound ;  thirty  thoufand  pounds  of 
cotton,  the  fined  of  which  cofts  no  itiore  than  one  iivre 
eight  ibis  c  a  pound  5  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  pf 
areca,  at  twelve  livres  ^  a  hundred.  Though  fixing  thef« 
prices  fo  low  is  a  manifeft  impofition  upon  the  T^eak- 
nefs  of  the  inhabitants,  the  people  of  Tfieribon  who  are 
the  mod  gentle  and  civilized  of  any  in  the  ifiand»  have 
never  been  provoked  by  this  injudice  to  take  up  aims^ 
A  hundred  Europeans  are  fufficient  to  keep  them  in  fub-" 
jedion.  The  expences  of  tiiis  fettlement  amount  to 
no  more  than  41,000  livres  g,  which  is  gained  by  linens 
imported  thither. 

The  empire  of  Mataran,  which  formerly  extended 
over  the  whole  ifland,  and  at  prefent  takes  up  the  greateft 
part  of  it,  was  the  lad  that  was  reduced  to  fubjeaion; 
Often  vanquifhed,  and  ibmetimes  vanquiihingi  it  conti- 
nued its  druggies  for  independency,  when  the  fon  and 
brother  of  a  fovereign,  who  died  in  1704,  difputed  the  fuc- 
cefiion.  The  nation  xvzs  divided  between  the  two  rivals; 
He  who  was  intitled  to  the  crown  by  order  of  fucceffion, 
bad  fo  vifibly  the  advantage,  that  he  mud  foon  have  got 
the  fupreme  power  entirely  into  his  hands,  if  the  Dutch 
had  not  declared  in  favour  of  his  rival.  The  party, 
Cfpoufed  by  thcfc  republicans,  at  length  prevailed  after  a 
feries  of  conteds,  more  aftive,  frequent,  well  conduced; 
and  obdinate,  than  could  have  been  expeded.  The  young 
prince,  whom  they  wanted  to  deprive  of  the  right  of  fuc- 
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jceffioa  -to  the  .king  his  father,  difplaycd  fo  itnuch  intre-  *  ^^  ^ 
pidky,  prudence  and  firmnefs,  that  he  ivosild  have  ^ri- 
tiisfijhed  over  his  eneoDies,  had  it  not  been  for  the  ad- 
vantage they  derived  from  their  magazines,  forts,  anfl 
;(hips.  Hip  uncle  ufurped  his  throne  j  bjit  ihcwed  him- 
ifelf  unwprthy  tp  £11  .it. 

Wh&k  t^  company  >reftored  hioi  to  the  ATown,  .the^r 
di£late4  laws  to  Jbiiai.  Th^  cbofe  the  place  vvdier^  his 
court  was  to  be  fixed,  and  lecAired  his  attatchanent  by  a 
citadel  in  which  a  guard  was  maintained,  with  no  other 
apparent  view  than  to  protect  the  prince-  After  all  thcie 
precautions,  they  employed  every  artifice  to  lull,  his  at- 
tention by  pleafures,  to  gratify  his  avacice  by  prefent^^ 
and  to  flatter  his  vanity  by  pompous  embaiHes.  Fjom  this 
era,  the  prince  and  his  fucceflbrs,  wi^o  were  educated  fuit« 
rably  to  the  part  they  were  to  a^,  were  nothii^g^iore  than 
the  defpicable  tools  of  the  deQ>otifm  of  the  company*  All 
that  is  neceffary  for  their  fupport,  is  tbre«  Jbundf ed  hor& 
and  four  hundred  foldiers,  whofe  maintenance,  includ- 
ing the  pay  of  the  agents,  coils  them  760,000  Uvr^s  \ 

The  company  are  amply  ceimburied  for  this  essence  by; 
the  advantages  it  fecures  them.      The  harbours  of  this 
ftate  afford  docks  for  the  conflru£Uon  of  all  the  fmall 
▼eflels  and   iloops  employed  in  the  coinpapy^s  ferviccA 
They  are  fupplied  from  hence  with  all  the  timber  that  is 
wanted  in  their  feveral  Indian  fettlements,  and  in  part  of 
their  foreign  colonies.     Here  too  they  load  ti^ir  velTeU 
with  the  produtStions  with  which  the  kingdom  is  obliged 
to  furnifh  them  ;  confiding  of  five  .thoufc^nd  lafts  of  rice^ 
at  forty-eight  livres  b  a  lafl ;  as  much  fait  as  .th^y  c^oire. 
at  twenty-eight  livies  fifteen  fols  c  a  lail;  a. hundred  thou^ 
fand  pounds  of  pepper,  at  nineteen  livres  four  fols  da, 
hundred ;  all  the  indigo  that  ia  raifed^  at  three  livires. «  a 
pound ;    cadjang,  for  the  uft  of  their  fhips,  at  ieventy- 
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BOOK  fix  iivTes'''*xteen  fols  »  a  hlft'**" 'cotton  yarn;  ffOth  ftvd^re 
fols  toT'oiTcr  iivre^  i'poondi  according'' to -its  qti^litj^: 
and  the  fmaft  quantity  of  cardamomiim  tTiat"i§  pr6<hlRJ6d 
there;  at  a^fham'^l  price/'    -'---'■>''■-•    •*';-'*   •••* 
'^TtiE  ihand^f  Madura,  whicff?^' '^feparateiF  from* ¥He 
potts  df  Mataran  'only  by  a  narrow  channel,"  is  '8(flige<}, 
by  A^garrifon  of  fifteen  men,  to  'fdrnifli'fice  at'aVery  IdW 
rtlte.''  TW*'  i#and,  in  common  with  tht  peopit  bP*]^Vaf, 
labours  un^erV'ftill  more  'odiotis  'opprM^nr'^'^tlie^tJA- 
'pany's  commrflSries  make  ufb  t)f'fWlft  meafirfe ''in 'order 
to  procure  a  larger  qnaifrtity  of  g3od§  ffoifi  tfte  people 
that  are  to  farnlfb  them,    't'hk'fratia,'  praftift'd?Of  ffre'tr 
•own  private  advantage,  ha  s'n  or  hitherto  befcn  'puftilhi?4  f^n'd 
there  is  no  reafonto  hope  that  it'6ver'>^lflL -'  ^lambangan 
i»  the-only  dfftrift  in-fheiflaiid-of 'Java,-*that 'IS  nM'cx- 
pofed^o^hefc  iHiqititt)xwprai^5ces.'^h«' Witdi  wft(5rliig1ited 
ity  on  'ikrcount-bf  its  not'  fnrnifltmg  ai?;^^rtlde  6f  ttade, 
haWhT6kl-hO'C6rreQ>om!cnce'wfth'^r.-"'     -   '  *    ^*'^    ^   ' 
'  Pwt  the  reftv'  the'lJiitch  having  'aTjated'  the  rdffttilency 
of  tfce  Jav«nele,'''l>y'gradwrlfy  ^iidet^iiiiiTf  tl(t/  IjfWi  rhlt 
'maintaiiMkl it;  afidfsittsficd with-lravfhgTofcecft^ern  to  mc 
Ibtae  atterition  to  agriculture,  *  and  \?Sth  having  ftfciked  to 
^hlgmfefrey"' a -tonniiertc  'perfe£9y  exclufive,  liave  not'at- 
•  tempted  -to  actjtiire  -any  pioperty  ffi  'fiie  iilahdr  *"Their 
territory"cx^cn3s^  no'  farther  thin  "thefm art!  kihgdom  of 
Jacaftra.   The' ravages  committed  by  fhc  Dutch  when  they 
-conquered  this  ftatc,  and*  the^tyfarihy  that  followed  that 
*conqueft/.had  tnffred  it  hito  ardefert;  ft'ftiH  retrains  un- 
cultivated and  inaSive/*    ---Mv.  i-    /:    •    .•     ^   •  ' 

•The  D^itch/4hofe  ftf  therfc' ftt  ^articu^^  wtiV  ^o  to 
fatflii  to  feefc'^8ft5foftime"s,*'v^re^5rtly 'quaTifitd\o  reco- 
ver this  excellent  foil  from  its  'e^ftiailfttd' Aat^. '  ff'was 
f<<terM  tifnes  prbpofcd^  *ha<'e*Teeourr«  to  the  Gcfrmans; 
-  and-^Byi-cS*  en cot»^gements~<if*fome  advances i  and  fonie 
gratuities,  to  e«eTt3feitteh'inkfa(fry*1«''a  ftianiier  the  mod 

*  About  3I.  7s.  ad.  |.  *  from  about  6d.  to  is,  3d. 
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mdvantageous  to  the  company.  What  thde  laborious  BOOK 
people  might  hare  done  in  the  fields,  the  filk  manufac- 
turers from  Chana^  ,and  the  linen-weaVers  from  Coroman- 
del»  might  have  executed  in  the  vorkihopSy  for  the 
improTement  of  manufadures^  As  thefe  uPeful  prq}e6ls 
tf  d  not  farour  nxiy  private  views,  they  continued  to  be 
iDothiog  more  than  projeAs.  At  length  the  Governors 
General  Imhoff  and  Moflbl,.  firuck  with  a  (bene  of  fuch 
great  diforder,  endeavoured  to  find  out  a  remedy.       , 

With  this  view  thty  fold  to  the  Chinefe  and  the  Euro- 
peans, at  a  finall  price,  the  lands  which  the  government 
bad  acquired  by  oppreffive  means.    This  management  has 
net  produced  all  the  good  that  was  expeded  from  it. 
The  mew  proprietors  have  fiddom  ventured  to  keep  any 
thing  upon  their  eftates  but  flieep  and  cattle,  for  which 
they  have  an  eafy,  certain,  and  advantageous  market. 
They  wauld  have  applied  themielves  to  agriculture,  which 
requires  more  care,  greater  pecuniary  encouragements, 
and  a. greater  number  of  hands,  if  the  company  did  not 
infill  on  their  furnifliing  the  commodities  at  the  fame  price 
they  ^ive  for  them  ii^  the  reft  of  the  ifiand.    At  this  pre* 
ient  time  there  are  no  more  than  a  hundred  and  Bfyj 
thoufand  (laves,  who  iv^  under  the  diredion  of  a  (hiall 
number  of  free  men.    The  produce  of  their  labours  con- 
fids  of  two  million  weight  of  coffee,  a  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  of  pepper,  twenty  five  thoufand  pounds 
of  cotton,  ten  thoniand  pounds  of  indigo,  ten  million  of 
fugar.  and  fix  thoufand  lecques  of  areca.    The  two  left 
articles  have  been  cultivated  with  more  fpirit  than  the 
reft,  becau(e  private  perfons,  having  the  liberty  to  pur- 
chafe  and  export  them,  pay  twenty^per  cent,  dearer  for 
them  than  the  ^^mpany. 

Tuisx  commodities,  as  well  at  all  thole  that  are  pro* 
duced  in  Java,  are  carried  to  Eatavia,  whiahis.tailt  on 
the  ruins  of  the  andent- capital  of  Jacatra. 
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'  li  ^  ^  ^^''"^  IVlilch  has  became  fo  cdnftderable  a  mart,  mnft 
hav«  receiVfeifl  mtirty  fucceffive  improvements.  It  rs  well 
■buiit;  tht  tioufes,  tho\'igh  not  magnifitent,  are  pleafant; 
commodi<>nJ,  and  ^eh  fuVfiifhed;  the  iftre^ts-are  Woadi 
Irunhin^  fei  ftrait  lines,  with  rows  of  large  trees  on  tfach 
8de,  and  canals  cut  through  them  ;^thfey  are  alwk/s  clean, 
though  It  has  not  been  thought  proper  to  pave  them,  fot 
fear  of^  increafing  the  heat  by  roo  ftrong  a  refleftiott  of  th6 
fun's  rays#  All  the  public  buildings  have  an  air  of  grani 
d^ur ;  and  t!ie  generality  of  travellers  look  up6n  Batavia 
is  one  of  the  fineftci tiers  in  thi?  world.  •         ' 

The  number  of  inhabitants,  including  thie  foburbs  anti 
liberties,  does  not  excfeed  aii  hundred  thoufand.  The 
jreatett  part  of  this  numbrt-  are  flaves.  Here  ire  likewiffe 
Malayans,  Javahefe,  ftee  "MacaiTars,  who  are  all  of  them 
indolent  enough;  and  Chiwife,' who*  haVe  Wie  cxclufiv^ 
fexercifc  of  all  trades-,  are  the  only  cultivator^  of  the  fugar 
cdnft,  dad  manage  all  the  inanufa£hires.  The  ninAber  of 
£trropeans  may  amouht  te  ten 'thoufand-;  of  thefe,  four 
tkdufdttd  bern  m  India,  arej  to  ati  ineohcciVfibfe  degree, 
d6gtenet^ted.  Thii  ftrange  pe^ei^fion  h  ptobibTy  owing 
to  €he  ^nei-ally  !<eccired  truftom,  of  committing  the  care 
©f  thefr  edutation  t6  "flaves.      '  - 

Tat  corrbptlotas  it  Batavia  have,  however,  been  cxag* 
grated.  DiflblHte  ifi'anners  are  not  more  prevalent  there 
than  In  Wher  fettlemehts,  formed  hy  the  Eticopeans  in 
Alia.  It  is  tru6  they  drink  to  excefs ;  but  the  ties  of  mar- 
riage tre  held'iaewd.  Nttrie-but  uhmarried  men  keep 
tohcublnes,  who  are-generaliy  of  tSife  ^-atilc  of  Haves.  The 
priofts  have  end^avoorcd  to  ftop  the  pfogrcfs  of  thefe  con- 
nedtivnsy  Which  ire  alwkyfi  ftcret,  by  refufing  b  baptize 
the  offspring  of  them ;  but  they  are  bedcftiie  lefs  rigid, 
fince  a  c1irpent«r  belonging  to  the  company,  who  chofc 
his  foa  thoiiid  be  of  fome  reSigion  or  otlier,  took  it  into 
his  head  to  have.ium  circitinciftd« 
r     .  \  -  XuxvRY 
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LvjTtmr  has  maintained  its  ground  more  fuccefsfully  B  O  O  K 
than  concubinage.  The  ladies^  who'are  univerfally  aiirbi- 
tious  of  diftinguiihing  themfelvcs  by  the  riChnefs  of  their 
tfrefs,  and  the-  magnificence  of  their  equipage,  have  car- 
tied  their  tafte  for  finery  to  excefs.  They  never  flir  out 
Without  a  numerous  train  of  flaves;  arid  either  ride  iii 
magnFficent  cars,  or  are  carried  in  fuperb  palanquins. 
T^hey  wear  gold  or  filver  tiflues,  or  fine  Chinefe  fattins. 
With  a. net  of  gold  thrown  over  them;* and  their  head-drefs 
t$  loaded  whh  pearls  and  diamonds.  In  1758  the  govern- 
ment attempted  to  refonh  thefe  extravagancie8>  by  pre- 
fcribin^  a  mode  of  drefs  fuitable  to  each  rank.  Thefe 
regulations  were  received  with  contempt,  means  were 
found  to  elude,  or  to  purchafe  an  immunity  from  them  i 
and  no  change  took  place*  It  would,  indeed,  have  beeii 
a  fbange  fingnlarity,  if  th^  ufc  of  precious  ftones  had 
btcn  difcon tinned  in  the  country  that  gave  them  birth ; 
told  that  the  Dutch  had  regulated  a  fpecies  of  luxury  iii 
India>  which  they  brought  from  thence  with  a  view  of  in- 
trodaclng>  or  increafmg  it  in  this  part  of  the  world.  The 
force  and  example  of  an  European  government  ftruggle  iit 
trsah  agauift  the  laws  and  manners  of  the  climate  of  Afia. 

Thk  heats  which  might  naturally  bs  expelled  to  be  ex- 
teffiy^  at  Batavia,  are  allayed  by  an  agreeable  fea-breeze; 
trhich  begins  to  blow  every  4ay  at  ten  o'clock,  and  con- 
tinues till  four.  The  nights  are  rendered  cool  by  land- 
bTee2e9>  which  die  away  at  day  break.  It  would  contri- 
.  butie.  to  make  the  air  as  pure  as  the  (ky  is  ferenc,  if  they 
made  their  canals  fbmewhat  deeper,  and  ere£led  (luices; 
Diforders  are  not>  however,  very  frequent  here*  The 
mortality  that  prevails  among  the  foldiers  and  failors,  li 
rather  dwing  to  debaiicheiy,  bad  provifiotis  and  fatigue^ 
^han  to  the  inclemency  of  tlie  climate. 

Nothing  can  be  more  agreeable  than  the  Environs  on^ 
0r  two  leagues  round  the  capital.  The  country  is  inter-^ 
fperfed  with  delightful  rilks,  plantations  .that  yield  an 
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I  BOOK  tgr^^Ue  ihade,  and  gardens  finely  ornamented,  and  eren 

difpofed  with  tafle*  It  is  the  fa(hion  to  live  there  att  the 
ftzr,  and  the  people  in  ofiice  only  come  to  Batavia  t^ 
tranfa6t  public  buiiners«  Thefe  charming  retreats  for- 
^nerlyowed  their  tranqtiiility  to  forts  ert&ed  at  a  certain 
diftance  from  one  another,  to  prevent  the  incurilons  of  the 
Javanefe.  Since  thefe  people  have  contraded  a  habit  of 
flavery,  thefe  redoubts  ferve  as  barracks  for  the  refrefh-* 
ment  of  the  recruits,  after  the  fatigues  of  a  long  voyage. 

Batavia  is  fituated  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep  bay,  con-^ 
taining  feveral  iflands  of  a  middling  (ize,  which  reiift  the 
impetiiofity  of  the  fea.  It  is,  properly  fpeaking,  a  road ; 
but  is  as  fafe  a  retreat  from  all  winds,  and  in  aU  feafons, 
as  the  beft  harbo\ir«  The  only  inconvenience  is  the  difE-: 
culty  of  going,  in  flormy  weather,  aboard  the  fh^s  tintt 
are  obliged  to  anchor  at  a  confiderable  diftance.  The  ihips 
imdergo  the  necefTary  repairs  at  the  fmali  ifland  of  Onrtkft^ 
which,  though  two  leagues  and  a  half  diftant,  is  «ne  of 
thofe  that  chiefly  contribute  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  road* 
It  forms  an  excellent  dock,  is  well  fortified,  and  never 
without  three^or  four  hundred  European  carpenters ;  and 
as  veflcls  can' eafily. take  in  their  lading  there,  magazanet 
are  ereded  for  .the  reception  of  the  lajrger  kinds  of  mer- 
chandife  intended  for  exportation.  A  pretty  oMifiderable 
river,  after  fertilizing  the  fields,  and  refirefhing  Batavia, 
feesM  to  fall  into  the  fea, .  on  purpofe  to  ferve  as  a  channel 
of- communication^  between  the  town  and  the  (bippingi 
The*  Hghtcrs  that  are  continually  meeting  each  other  in 
this  paflage,  and  formerly  drew  twelve  feet  water,' are 
reduced  t6  one-half:  the  fands  and  rubbifh  have  formed  a 
bank,  which,"  if  fufFered  to  increafe,  will  prove  anlncoA- 
vcnience,  and  bcctifion  a  very  considerable  expence.  It  Is 
well  worth  wliHe,*  on  account  of  the  importance  of  Batavia, 
to  pay  a  ferioui  attentio^i  to  every  thing  that  may  con- 
tribute to  the  improv'ement  and  utility  of  its  road,  which 
is  the  moft  important  one  in  India. 

'  'An 
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All  the  veffels  fent  out  by  the  company  from  Europe  to  B  O  O  K 
Afia  arrive  there;    and  except  what  goes  direftly-Dr^qd 
bengal  and  Ceylon,  they  are  laden  in  their  return  witlt  all 
the  cuticles  of  thofe  rick  fal,es^  which  cfTat^ampng. us ^ 
inuch  furpri^e  and 'admiration.  ''.~    ' 

The  expeditions  to  the  different  iea-ports  of  India,  aip 
hardly  lefs,  perhaps,  they  ar^  ippre  confiderabie.  /fiuro- 
pean  vefTels  are  employed  in  this  fervice  during*  tiipe  'UQ* 
avoidable  ftay  they  are  obliged  to  xnake  in  thefe  refnofp 

T'his  two-fold  navigation  is  founded  upon  that  wHich 
connects  all  the  Dutch  fettlements  with  Batavia.  Thofe 
that  lie  to  the  ^ft  are  led  from  their  fituation,  the  na- 
ture of  their  merchandife,  and  their  wants,  to  keep  up  a 
brifker  correfpondence  with  it  than  the  reft.  But  all  of 
them  are  obliged  \o  have  p?&-portSf  Any  ihip  belonging 
{to  a  piivate  pcrfon,  that  fhould  negled  this  precaution, 
which  was  taken  to  prevent  fraudulent  trade,  would-be 
'^feized  by  the  foops  that  are  continually  cruiiing  in  thefe 
latitudes.  When  they  arrive  at  the  place  of  their  deftiua- 
-tiojt,  .they  deliver  to  the  company  Aich  of  their  commodi- 
ties as  they  have  referred  the  exclufive  trade  of  to  tl»^- 
feivcs,  and  difpofe  of  the  reft  to  whom  they  pleai^e*  The 
flavie-trade  conftitates  one  of  the  principal  (^ranches  of 
'the  cocttmeree  laf^  mentioned.  Six  thoiifand  of  both  fexcs 
areajitmally  carided  to  Bata^Ia,  where  they  are  emplpye.d 
in  dcxmeftic  fervice,  the  cultivation  of  the  l^ds,  ^  n^iiiO* 
fadupes.  The  Chin^fe,  who. cannot  bring  or  invito  over 
any  ctf  th^ir  countrywomen,  make  their  choice  among  th/: 
^  ilaves. 

To  thefe  articles  of  importatjon  m?iy  be  added  thofe 
brought  every  year,  by  a  dozfn  Chinefe  junks,  froi^ 
Emoy,  Lirapo,  .and  Ca^nton.  Their  cargo  is  valued  at 
about  three  millions  >:  and  confifts  of  capiphire,  porcc- 
i^iin,  filk  and  cotton  ftuE^s,  which  are  ufed  in  Satavia  and 

•  131,2501. 
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BOOK  the  reft  of  the  Dutch  colonics  ;  of  imwrought  filks,  which 
^^'        are  bought  by  the  company  when  they  are  in  any  confide- 
rabJe  quantity,  or  which,  when  there  arc  byt  few  of  them, 
arc  fold  to  thofe  who  choofe  to  fend  theai  to  MacalTar  or 
Sumatra,  where  the  grandees  have  pagncs  made  of  them : 
of  tea,  which  was  formerly  engrolTed  by  the  company, 
•but  is  now  given  up  to  private  traders",  who  fend  it  to  Eu- 
rope, where  it  is  fold  by  the  company  who  dedu£l  forty 
per  cent,  for  the  freight.    This  tea  is  generally  bad,  and 
of  the  worft  fort.  ' 

The  junks,  which  befides  the  aforementioned  articles, 
'regularly  bring  two  tlioufand  Chinefe  to  Java,  who  come, 
thither  in  hopes  of  making  their  fortunes,  carry  back 
flag's  pizzles  and  the  fins  of  the  (hark,  which  are  reckoned 
among  the  delicacies  of  the  table  in  China.     Another  ar- 
ticle they  receive  in  exchange  from  Batavia  is  tripam,  to 
the  annual  amount  of  two  thoufand  peculs.     Each  pecul^ 
weighing  a  hvmdred  and  tv/enty-five  pounds,  fells  from 
twelve  to  forty  livrcs  *  according  to  its  quality.     It  grows 
only  two  feet  from  the  fea  upon  the  barren  rocks  of  the 
eaft,    and  of    Cochin-china,    from  whence  it  is  carried 
to  Batavia,  t<5gethcr  with  thofe  bird's  nefts  fo  much  cele- 
brr.ted  all  over  the  eaft  which  are  found  in  the  fame  places. 
A  pecul   of  the   laft-mentioned  mcrchandife  fells  from 
1,400   to  2,800  livrcs  ^,  and  the  Chinefe  carry  away  one 
thoufnnd,     Thefe  ncfts  are  of  an  oval  fliape,  an  inch  high, 
three  inches  round,    and  weigh  about  half  an   ounce. 
They  are  formed  by  a  fpccics  of  the  fwallow ;  its  head, 
breaft,  and  wings  are  of  a  fine  blue,  and  its  body  milk 
white.     They  are  compofcd  of  the  ipawn  of  filh.  or  of  a 
glutinous  froth  which  the  agitation  of  the  fea  leaves  upon 
the  rocks,    to  which  they  are   fattened  at    the  bottom 
and  on  the  fide.     When  feafoned  with  fait,  and  fpices, 
they  make  a  nourifhing,  wholefome  and  delicious  jelly, 
and  are  an  article  of  the  higheft  luxury  at  the  tables  of 

»  From  I  OS.  6d.  lo  il.  15s.  *»  From  6x  1.  5s.  to  122  1.  los. 
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theeaftcrnmohammcdans.  Theirwhjtenefs  conftitutcs  their  BOOK 
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delicacy.  The  Chinefe  likewise  carry  away  caltrt  and  pep- 
per, though  the  company  referved  the  exportation  of  thofc 
articles  to  then:\felves.  Their  principal  Agents  pretend. 
For  their  owq  advantage,  th^t  thefe  exportations  are  not 
prejudicial' to  the  body  which  has  intrufted  its  interefts 
to  their  management. 

The  trafiic.of  the  Chinefe  at  Batavia,  befides  the  raer- 
cha'ndife  they  cScport  from  thence,  brings,  them  in  fome 
ready  money.  This  wealth  is  increafed  by  the  cdnfidcr- 
able  fums  "tliat  the  Chinefe  fettled  at  Java  remit  to  their 
families,  and  by,  the  fums  fobner  or  later  amnfled  by  thofe, 
who^  content  with  their  fortune,  return  to  their  own 
country,  of  which  they  feldom  lofe  fight. 

The  Europeans  are  not  fo  well  treated  at  Batavia  as  the 
Chinefe.  None  arc  admitted  there  as  merchants  but  the 
Spaniards.  Their  fhips  come  from  Manilla  with  gold» 
which  is  the  produce  of  theifland;  and  with  cochineal 
and  piaftres  brought  from  Mexico.  They  take,  in  ex- 
change, linens  for  their  own  ufe  and  that  of  Acapulco  ; 
but  the  principal  article  is  cinnamon,  the  confumption  of 
which  is  much  increafed  by  the  general  ufe  of  chocolate 
in  tl^e  new  world,  and  the  jirogrefs  it  is  daily  making  in 
•JEurope.  Since  the  Engliih  and  French  have  failed  to  the 
Phillippines,  the  former  branch  of  this  trade  has  conii- 
dcrably  declined;  the  latter  fufFered  a  change  in  the 
year  i'?59.  Before  that  time,  cinnamon  was  fold  to  the 
Spaniards  at  a  moderate  price ;  but,  at  prefent,  they  are 
expelled  to  give  the  fame  that  it  bears  in  Europe. 
This  innovation  occafions  a  coolnefs  between  the  two  co- 
ionies.  The  confequences  of  this  mifunderftanding  have 
not  come  to  our  knowledge. 

All  wc  know  is,  that  the  French  hardly  ever  go 
to  Batavia  but  in  time  of  war.  They  purchafe  rice  and 
arrack  there  for  the  ufe  of  their  flilps  and  their  fettle- 
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^  ^u   ^  i^ci^ts»  suid  make  the\r  payments  for  tkefe'coxhtnodldef 
^*       '        in  (ilvcr  or  bills  of  exchan^. 

The  Eiiglifli  areoften^rfte^  'tli^^.    AH  ^itrc&U, 
coming  from  Emopc  to  ChvML  fut  in'i^t  thkbft<)>dmiiti-r  ' 
dec  piretenCQ  of  taking  in  fre.lh'irateri  ^t  ih  i^Uiy  whh  : 
a  Wcw  of  vending  iht  goods,  which  ^c  thi*^  property  of  "' 
thefldp^s  compan^i  co^fifting  pf  cloth»»  hardwas>^,  glaflb^V 
arms,  Madeira  wines,  an^  PortiTgai  oils.  -This  clandeH* 
tipc  tra^  feldom  exceeds  a  million  of  Irthss^^J  ...  v.      .. 
BtsiDBS  the  Etigliih  t«flels  lent  from  Europej^  tkerearo 
three  or  four  belonging  to  the  fame  nation/  wbitix  ar^ 
^very  year  fitted  out  f<pr  Batavia  fix>m  different  piar^s  pf 
India.     They  hdve  attequpted  to  fell  opium  and  linens 
therq,  but  hare  been  oblige^  to  difcohtlnue  this  impoN 
tation,  which  was  too  prejudicial  to  private  intereil.  tp 
be  permitted.     The^r  trade  '\%  limited  to  the  purchafe  of- 
fugar,  which  tlf ey  export  to  all  parts^  and  of  arrack,  pro.*-  '^ 
digious  quantities  of  which  are  confumed  in  th(^ir  c;Mc^- 
nies.  •Arrack  is  a'  kind  of  brandy  mad^  of  rice,  fyrtip"'* 
of  fugar,  and  cocoa-tree,  which,  dfter  bdng  feinnent^^ 
together,  are  diiUlled.    This  is  one  ctm^g  ^Hhtt'b^tnekes^  * 
pf  .trade  which  the  Dutch  by  th^k  Hdvt^ /ikvif^  d(i^' 
priycd  the  Pprtugu^fe  of.    Thi  avV  at  tiMt\ii£^HLr^hif'^ 
whicli  was  originally  iftabllflied  at  ©ba;  haS'foJr*  ifW^  A^'^ 
part  been  transferred  to  Bataviai  ^  ^Y'^'  ''\^  ^^^'^  """  ^"'' 
All  imported  or  exported  coibtAd^Aiies'^ijijr' ilSy'iffft;-' 
a  tax  of  five  per  c^nt.     The  revenue  arifmg  froito*'tHe^* 
cuftoros  li  farmed  at  the  rate  df  i,^zi;o66  Hvre^'^.'^'^Tlle 
extent  of  tlie  trade  muft  not  be  eftiiriitedtytliis^Viffei'- 
which,  however,  is  always  the  moft  to  be  iepdtdeti  lipctti; 
The  people  in  office  pay  what  they  think  pf  oper,  and  tlie 
company  pay  nothing,  as  that  would  be  paying  to  them- 
felves.    Though  they  are  here,  as  well  as  in  other  places, ' 
the  only  merchants  ih  the  lAand,  the  profits  ^rifing  frcon 
.  jthe  produftions  peculiar  to  Batavia^  do'  not  defray  th^ 
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iexp«pQe$  .o# -.|ha  celelvrated.m»rt>  which  aioouqt  to  fix  *  ^/^  ^ 

II. 

millions  *.  :,'...  -^^    .  \^,  ^..i  ■! 

jOifB  of  the  amides  of  ^  this  'ixpence,  wliklTiS  mtloiibr-  The  manner 
icdly  vfp)^.s^at«  t^  the  mainleiiaJice  of  a  c<>tiQciJ,  wUcb  tngtbeaf- 
pyp^  iayrBit9'  all  tfcs  ffittfew^hu  Iq  India,  and  Hais  ^^^^^l^'^i^.h^cMT- 
dlrej^of^^ojf  ^ffaivs.    Tl^is  council  is  composed  of  the  go**  pany  in  in? 
vcrnpr  gf  the  .D.iH?:l|.  Indies,   tht.^direaor-gcneral,  ,jSv^  E^ro^  *** 
dircaors,4n.pndina^j^  ajid.a  fmall  nuin,\)fi4r  of  extraprdi- 
^lary  counfellori,^  wWc^  lajf}:  jiai{ro  n^votesKand  only  fup- 
ply  the..plac«<>frd^cii(9peafed  coi}9^({pr§>in  oniinary»  till 

fucceflor$  are  ap^ ointc4« .  ,^ . 

The  power  of  no^oatip^  t^^  th^e  offic£3  is  y^fted  in 
the  dirediqn  atjbiome.  They  are  9pea  to  ail  whp  haye 
iDone^^  0^  are  relations  or  retainers  to  the  governor-ge- 
neral. On  hi^,  deiaife^  t^e  direAors  in  ordinary  provi- 
fionally  appoint  a,  )fifp<:;f ilbr»  who  Xbldofti]  fails  to  be  Qqn- 
*firraed  ip  his  e^flaploymef^t..  ;If  th?  contrary  happens,  he 
is  not  ^4n);tted  intQ  the  .cpuQci)  %  but  may  enjov  all  the . 
hopours  granted  to  the  prefidents  that  retire. 

Th^  goyernor-geneV^l  reports  to  the  council  the  (late 
of  all  affairs  in  the  illand  of  Jara :  and  each  counfellor  ^ 
that  of  tht  pr^irinc^  intrufted  to  his  care.  The  diredlor 
iui;i  the  infpefiioa  of  thfi  cbeft  and  magazines  at  Batavia^ 
wl^  fupply  the  reft.pf  the  fettleroents.  All  purchafes, 
and  all  Ucs  are  direded  by  him.  The  fignature  of  the 
company  is  iodi^nfably  neceffary  in  all  commercial  trapA 

TaovoH  all  points  .ought,  ftridlly  fpeaklng,  to  be  de- 
cided  in  the  council  by  a  majority  of  votes,  the  goyeroor- 
general  feldom  fails  to  exercife  an  uncontrouled  autho- 
rity*  .This  influence  is  owing  to  the  carx:  he  takes  to 
admit  none  but  perfons  of  inferior  abilities,  and  to  the 
intereft  they  find  in  making  their  court  to  him,  in  order 
to  advance  their  fortunes.  If^  on  any  occafion,  he  meets 
^|th  an  oppofitioii  that  thwarts  his  defigns,  he  is  at  li- 
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bcrty  to  take  his  own  mcafures,  making  himfclf  anfwerable 
for  the  confeqiiences.  , 

The  governor-general,  like  4H  the  reft  of  the  officers, 
is  appointed  only  for  five  years,  butuAially  holds  bis 
place  during  life*  There  have  fornacrlj^  l?ccn  Inftances  of 
governors-general,  vho  have  retired  from  bufinefs,  to  paft 
their  days  in  tranquillity  at  Bat^via  ;  but  the  ijl  treatment 
experienced  from  their  fue^eflbrs,  has,  oi  late  years,  de- 
termined them  to  remain  in  theu*  poll  till  death.  They 
formerly  appeared  in  great  ftate,  but  it  was  laid  afide  by 
governor-general  ImhofF,  as  ufelefs  and  troublefome. 
Though  all  orders  o^f  men  may  afpire  to  this  dignity,  none 
of  the  army,  and  but  few  of  the  gown,  have  been  known 
to  obtain  it«  It  is  always  filled  by  merchants,  becaufe  the 
fpirit  of  the  company  is  entirely  commercial.  Thofe  who 
are  born  in  India  have  feldom  fufHcient  ad^refs  or  abilities 
to  procure  it.  The  prefent  prefident,  however,  has  never 
been  iii  Europe. 

Thb  falary  of  this  principal  officer  is  but  (lender;  he 
,bas  no  more  than  two  thoufand  livres^  a  month,  and  fub* 
iiftence  equ?l  to  his  pay.  The  greateft  part  of  his  income 
arifes  from  the  liberty  allowed  him,  of  taking  9s  ^uch  as 
he  pjeafes  from  the  magazines,  ^t  prime  coft,  and  from  the 
liberty  he  afTames  of  trading  to  any  extent  he  judges  con- 
vcnient.  The  income  of  the  counfeliors,  meipoer*  of  the 
council,  is  lij^ewift  very  confidcrable,  thoygh  the  company 
allows  them  only  four  hundred  livrcs  b  a  month,  and  goods 
to  the  iame  amount. 

Thii  council  meets  but  twice  a  week,  unl.efs  wh^n  foixje 
extraordinary  events  require  a  more  flrift  attendance. 
They  appQij;it  to  al}  civil  and  military  employments  in 
India,  except  thofe  of  the  writer  and  fergcant,  which  they 

f  % 

thought  might  be  left,  without  incon:i'enience,  at  the  dif- 

jpofaljof  the  governors  of  the  refpedlive  fettlements.     On 

his  advancement  to  any  port,  every  man  is  obliged  to  take 
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ao  oath,  that  he  has  neither  promifed>  nor  given  any  BOOK 
thing,  to  obtain  his  employment.  This  cuftoin, .  which 
is  very  ancient,  familiarizes  people  to  fal(e  oaths,  and 
proves  no  bar  to  corruption.  Whoever  coniiders  the  num- 
ber of  abfurd  and  ridiculous  oaths  neceflacy  to  be  taken 
at  prefcnt  in  moil  countries,  on  being  admitted  into  any 
fociety  or  profelBon  whatever,  will  be  lefs  furprized  to 
find  prevarication  full  prevails  where  perjury  has  led  the 
way. 

All  connexions  cf  commerce,  not  excepting  that  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  are  made  by  the  council,  and 
the  rcfult  of  them  always  falls  under  their  cognizance. 
Even  the  Ihips  that  fail  direftly  from  Bengal  and  Ceylon, 
only  carry  to  Europe  the  invoices  of  their  cargoes.  Theif 
accotnpts,  as  well  as  all  others,  are  fent  to  Batavia,  where 
a  general  regifter  is  kept  of  all  affairs. 

Ths  cooncil  of  India  is  not  a  feparate  body,  nor  is  it 
independent.  It  afts  in  fubordination.  to  the  dire£lion 
eftablilhed  in  the  United  Provinces.  Though  this  is,  in 
the  ftrift  fenfe  of  the  word,  a  direftion,  the  care  of  difpo- 
fmg  of  the  merchnndife  twice  a  year,  is  divided  between 
fix  chambers  concerned  in  this  commerce.  Their  bufu 
nefs  is  more  or  Icfs  according  to  the  funds  that  belong  to 
them. 

The  general  aflembly,  which  has  the  direftion  of  the  biifi- 
ncfs  of  the  company,  IS  compofedof  direftors  of  all  the  cham- 
bers. Amfterdam  nominates  eight;  Zealand,  four;  each  of 
the  other  chambers,  one  ;  and  theftate  but  one.  Kence  w^ 
fee  that  Amfterdam,  having  half  the  number  of  voices, 
has  only  one  to  gain  to  enable  it  to  turn  the  fcale..  where 
every  qucftion  is  to  be  decided  by  a  majority  of  votes. 

This  body,  which  is  compofed  of  feventeen  perfons, 
meets  twice  or  thrice  a  year,  during  fix  years  at  Amfter- 
dam, and  two  at  Middlcburg.  The  other  chambers  arc 
too  inconfiderable  to  enjoy  this  prerogative.  It  having 
been  found  by  experience,  that  the  fuccefs  frequently  de-, 
•  •  pcnded 
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S  O  o  K  pended  on  fccret  intrigues,  it  was  propofcd,  about  the 
mrddlc  of  the  laff'  century}  to  chufe  four 'of  Ae  moi^ 
able  of  the  ftveniicen'  dcnuties,  arid  'tV  iiitidft'  tbcrti  with 
atitiorlty '' to'''  i^^uiate  ^all  *tiffkirs  Hi»'^'^xir6pe  a«a  ^dfa', 
"wi^ut  tlii  tbftfent  of  thtir  collea^etv  itA  WitfiftutT>55irfgj 
0bir^ecleV^«W"aik  their  opinroriV  "-'''  ^  ^^-'-^ '  '- '•  •^- " 
■  tr  li'  fr\i>,  •  A'^i'r  rnyftefio\|s%inftJ(iHnii^^*'  tht^-'con- 
Ycqucnces'^bf  fliemr  'can not  long  "bk  \t^fi  ^{^^tti\  Iffte 
fleet  that  rfeiiirns^'at  tfitfend'of  thi*ttmm#/%rlhg^^ 
books  of  accouriiV  f^gtilii^y  •ffonA-^IntftlJ''  Yhey-aftf  if^rfi- 
pared  witli  th6fe  in  Europe.-  ^fie  gpnerki  l)alantc^bf  the 
company's  accounts  are  alwaiys  ptrbifi(hedW'*SJ:r^.  ^^'Evety 
perfcjTi  coricefhed  knows  wHatitc  hai  |fain^*of  {pff/'ifh'p 
gain  is  commonly  tonfidertble/  '  *  :>-*i:  - 

'  The  c6mpany*s  fiind  did  not  WlJtfVcxcetd  x^,9<9»6ip 
Ifvres  =  ;  Amfterdam*  furnilhejl  7>J49,?30 '^  \ '  2feahtnd, 
2,66'7;y64:c;  Celfr;  940,000^;  Rottterdam,  35*4;feo«; 
Poorn,  533,736^5  En^huyfen,  1,073,550  s.'  '  ''^  ' 
■  This  fund  was  4tvidedMnto  Aims  of 'fi.biK)  lines  li, 
which Wi*e  bili^d  (hares.  *'*    *'  '  "' ' 

TkB'xft  numbers  were  two  tlio^fan^  0|ie  l^ijndred,'  fincc 
^692;"  however,'  the  profits  ^fe  flivided'  info  two  thou- 
fand  one  hundred' and  thirty.*  It  #as  Ihen  that  the  con^^ 
pany/*wb6  had  always  been  protected  by  the  hbufe  of 
Orange;'  ainld'Kill  ftooh  ih  need' of  its  affiftance,  md^e  the 
^adtholdera'pretent  of  a  revenue  of  thirty  v^zx^%  for  lif(g. 

The  ftiare's  fell  for,Veady' money, 'or  iippp  credit,'  like 
merchahdifc.  No  bfR'er  form' Is' feqiiiute  than  tofubmtute 
the  name  pr  the/buyerTpr  that  pf  the  ftlier  in  thp  cpnx- 
pany's  books/  ^tKjfe'  dnfy  title  by  whijSi  they  are  held  by  tKe 
proprietor.  Avincfe'lind  the  fpifit'bf'doinmerCe'^haVfe  in- 
vented an 61]ier  method 'of  aC(jUi?fn|  \  rtiaffeiti'this  ti'afec. 
Peribns  who  hdvVno  ftock  to  feti,  arfdwho^^o  ii6t  intend 
to  bU)'^  enter  into  a  reciprocal" engagement,  that  one  of 

the 
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the  pamiet  IhalUVdeisV^r,  luid  the  other  receive  a  certain  Book 
numb^^.at  fucb  a  ume^  at  a  prlqe  agreed  upon^  On  ,the 
day  fe^d,  they  compute  the  difFe/eQce  between  the  Ofr- 
xtnt  pric^of  th^  fto,cks  and  thrir  val^^  whca  the  a|p:ee*> 
ment  was  made ;  they  fettle  the  balance  of  the  account  in 
n^^neys*  wd  the  tnHUafUqn  is  pvi^r.  _  The,  de4irti.  of  gain«- 
iBg,  anil,  fhc  fe%t  of  ipfiog  by  thefe  fpeculations,  is  pro- 
duftive  of  gf eat.^nxiety..  They  invent  good  or  bad  news.; 
tl^ey  f;^YOur-,«roppofc' the  .reports  of  others;  they  try.tp 
pcm^r^  the  fecret^of  the  courts  or  to  purchafe  thofe  of 
foreign  miniftert^.  -.Thefe  clafliing  interefts  have  ofteii 
4ifturbed  thepubU^  tranquillity^  Matters  have  even  beeh 
carried  to  fuch  a  height^  that  the  public  liave  been  obliged 
tp.take  tneaf^r^s.t<K|Hit  a  ftop  to  the  m^  of  fiock-jobbing. 
The.moft  efficaciouj?  .method  has.  been  to  declare  all 
bargains  i)f  iale  for.  tioie  null  and.  voiiL  wlefs  it  appears^ 
by  the  company's  books,  that  the  (eller  was  a  proprietor  at 
th^  4^^  the  b^gain  was  made.  Mea  .of  bpnour  hold 
ihemielves  obliged  to  fulfil  their  engagements  notwith** 
ftandiug  this  law^^  but  it  is  natural  to  think  that  it  muft» 
and  indeed  it  docs,  make  thefe  tranfaflions  lefs  frequent. 
T«B  price  of  (locks,  ivhich.m.ay  be.  looked  upon  as  the 
true  thermometer,  of  tlie  (company^  has  often  varied.  In-- 
judicious  or  upfucceiVfut  treaties,  fre(b  compttitions^  ac* 
cident^  unavoidably  attending  an  extenfive  commerce^ 
the  tranquillity  or  the  difturbances  of  ladia^  and  of  Europe 
in  pjirticidar»  have  occafioned  thefe  changc^l  For  (omt 
years  the  ftanding  price  pf  ftocks  has  beefi  two  hundred 
and  fqrty^r.centi  more  than  their  original  value*  Thety 
form,^r)y  ri^fe  a^  high  as  fix  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent* 
Sq  confiderable  ap  advance  muft  have  greatly  enriched  the 
original  proprietors  of  thefe  fund^^  and  the  families  that 
inherit  th^m  :  but  the  prefent  purchafers  feldom  get  more 
than  three  and  a  half  per  cent',  intereft  for  their  money. 
This'  remarkable  profperity  has  no  parallel  In  hUlbry. 
Let  us  try  to  explain  the  ciui^s  of  it, 
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Caufes  of 
the  profpe- 
rity  of  the 
comj^anj. 


The  earlieft  iiiccds  of  the  company  wts  Owing  to  their 
having  the  good  fortune,  in  Icfs  than  half  t  century,  to 
take  more  tha»  three  hundred  Portugucfe  vcffcls,  Thcfe 
flups^  fome  <^.  which  "were  bound  for  Europe^  and  others 
for  differcRt  fen-por^  in  India,  wore  laden  with  thv  fpoils 
of  Afia*  ;TIys  wealth,  whidi.the  captors,  had  the  honcfty 
Bot  to  m«ddle  with,  brought  to  the  eoultpiisly  imnicnre 
returns,  or  fcrved  to  procure  them.  Thus  the  fales  were 
very  confiderablei  though,  the  exports  were  very  inodt«- 
rate.   . 

The  decline  of  the  maritime  power  of  tRe  PortMgUe(e# 
encouraged  the  Dutch  to  at^aclt,  the  fettlements  belong- 
ing to  that  nation,  gind  greatly  facilitated  the  cohquiefts 
of  them.  They  found  the  fort?  ftrongly  .built,  deffeifdcd 
by  a  numerous  artillery,  and  provided  with  every  thing 
that  government  and  the  rith  individusds  df  a  ^idlforious 
nation  might  naturally  be  fuppofed  to  have  c^e^ed  to« 
gether  for  t^ieir  piotedion;  To  form  a  jiift  idea  of  tiiifc 
.advantage^  we  need  only  confider  what  it  hzs  coil  othef 
na'tionf  to  obtain  permiflion  to  .fix  in  an  adTantageoufi 
fituation,  to  build  hpufee,.  mtga:^ines,  and  fom ;  and  td 
procure  all  the  cpnvcAienc-es  tieoeiTary  for  their  fecuriry,  or 
their  commerce! 

When  the  company  found  thfmfelvcs  in  pofiefison  of  fo 
many  rich,  and  well  eflabliihed  iettlements,  they  did  not 
give  way.toa  grafping  aqibition;  They  were  definms  of 
extending  their  commercei  not  their  conquefts.i  They 
can  hardly  be  accufed  of  ^ny  k^ances  of  injtrfUce,  except 
thofe  that  fcemed  neceflary  to  fecure  their  power.  '  Tiie 
Eafl  was  no  ^nger  a  fcene  of  bloodihed^  as  it  had  been 
at  the  time,  Ivhen  the  deilre  of  diftinguiOiing  themfelrefi 
by  martial  exploits,  and  the  rage  of  oiaking  profelytesg 
gave  the  Portuguefe  a' menacing  air  wherever  they  ap- 
peared in  the. Indies.  ■•  ■ 

Thb  Dutch  fcemed  to  have  airrived  nltH^r  to  revenge, 
and  refcue  the  natives  of  the  country,  tha^.  to  eoHave 

them. 
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theM.  Th%y  Maintaintd  nawnrs  with  tkem,  burt  fu^b  as  B  o  o  K 
W«re  nec<flary  to  pro€«H-e  fettlenieAts  apon.  tlseir  coafts» 
tnd  tH>  obKgt  them  to  emer  into  treaties  of  commerce* 
It  is  tTue»  thefe  people  receiiv«<ini>  advantage. irom  them^ 
aiid  were  dtprired  «f  a  ^eat  part  of  their  libertj;  but  in 
dther  refpeds,  their  new  liialters^  rather.  lef$  barbarous ' 
than  the  cont][«erors  th^y  difpioffe&d,  kft  the  Indians  at 
liberty  to  goVern  themrelves>  and  <iid  not  comptl  them  to 
change  their  law5,  their  maniaersv  or  their  rdigion* 

By  their  matitter  of  poftiftg'ftQddiftributiog  th^i»ibrces» 
(hey  contrfved'to  keejfthe  petpJe-in  awe,  whettv  tlie^'had 
at  firftcorfcrliatp<i  by  their  belteivioiA:.  'If  we  eitc^pt  Cochidi 
and  Malacca;  they  buS  ifirthiiig;  ilpon  the  cOAtiam^nt  but 
fa<5lori'es  and  fraUl  fbfts.  The  iflands  of  Java  a!id  Ceylon 
contained  tlieil;  troops  :aiid  magazines  :  and  froilK^  th^nc* 
their  (hips  maintained  thei/atiflftrity,  ^d^protedldd  theif 
trade  tliroughout  the  IniieS."  *  '"  *"  ^  * 

Th  1  g  trade  oecatne  .very  contiderablet ^  the  'fpices  fell- 
ing into  their  hands,,  after  't^e  'deftfrurfJori'  otthe  Portu*- 
giicfe  fettlen:ient3i.  The  clemandftiV  this  v&Iilable  krticle 
has  beep  more  of  lefs ,  extenfive,  according*  to  tircum-- 
ilaitces,"  AVprefent  they'ftll"dvery  year  a  htedred  ■  and 
fifty  thoi\fan4  .pounds  of  cloves  in*  Indid,  attd'  thre* 
hundred  and, fifty  thoufai/d  tn  Eur6pe  :  'the  price  In  both 
parts  o^  tht  wprld'is  Hxed  at  ten  Avres  a  a  p6und.  '^Jtough 
the  Dutch, give  no  more  fhari  eight  fols,  and  a  few  dc- 
hiersb  a  pound,  it  cofts  them  four  litres,  file  foisS  on  • 
account  of  charges  and  deficiencies.  India  takes  off  no 
more  than  'ahu;idred  thoufand  weight  of  nutmegs,  whereas 
Europe  conhim'es  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoafahd.  tt  is 
bought  at  the  rate  pf  two  fols,  three  denldtsf*  a  powndi 
and  the  neceflary  expences  bring  it  to  two  livrcs>  ten  fols  ^4 
It  felh  for  feren  livres,  ten  fols^,  on  this  fide  the  cape, 
Had  for  no  inore  than  five  livrds,   twelve,  fols 5,    on  the 

■  Ss.  9d.       5  Aboet  8d.  J  of  9!*;      •  Abont  3s.  ^.      ^Ahootti,  j 
*  U«  a4^       6s.  idii       4s.  to4i 
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K  other  fide.  This  difference  will  never  induce  any  nier'» 
chant  to  hriikg  us  the  nutmeg  i  becaufe  the  nuti  that  aro 
fent  all  over  Afia  are  /hrivelledi  have  no  oil  in  them»  and 
often  decay.  Ten  thoufand  pounds  of  mace  is  fufficient 
for  the  fupply  of  India,  a  hundred  thoufand  for  that  of 
Europe.  The  prime  coft  is  fixteen  fols^  fix  deniers  *  a 
pound,  it  rifes  to  five  livres  eight  fols  b,  and  is  fold  every 
where  at  twelve  livres  fixtecn  ibis  ^.  As  for  the  cipna-* 
mon,  the  confumption  of  it.  in  Europe  does  not  exceed  four 
hundred  thoufand  weight,  and  in  India  does  not  amount 
to  two  hundred  thoufand  ^  the  greateft  part  of  whith  i« 
icnt  to  Manilla  for  the  ufe  of  Spaoilh  America.  It  it 
every  where  fold  by  the  company  at  prefiuit,  at  tho  rate 
of  ten  livres  ten  fols  ^  a  pound,  though  it  does  not  coft 
them  twelve  fols  «•  That  which  they  refuft  to  purchafe, 
as  being  too  coarfe,  is  mAdcL  into  oil.  They  make  pre- 
fents  of  it  to  the  powers  of  Afia  who  do  not  chuiS^  to  pui*- 
chafe  it :  and  it  •  fells  here  from  about  twenty  to  fifty  or 
£xty  livres  (  an  ounce*  The  fmeU  is  k  ftrong,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fo  agreeable,  that  it  would  be  commonly,  if  not 
univerfiilly  ufed,  if  the  Dutch  did  not  afk  fo  high  a  price 
for  it :  it  being  more  for  their  advantage  to  fell  this  fpice 
in  its  original  form* 

We  caimoi  conclude  this  important  article  without  ob« 
fervingi  that  in  proportion  as  the  company's  profits  have 
decreafed,  they  have  raifed  the  price  of  fpicet  bodi  in 
India  and  Europe.  This,  though  in  it&lf  a  bad  esepedient, 
has  not  injured  in  any  great  degree,  however,  the  (ale  of 
cloves  and  nutmeg,  for  which  there  is  no  iuccedaoeum* 
But  the  cafe  has  been  otherwife  in  regard  to  cinnamon. 
A  fpilrious  kind  has,  in  feveral  markets,  been  fubftituted 
for  the  genuine ;  and  this  branch  of  commerce  is  vifibly 
on  the  decline,  and  will  continue  to  be  more  b  every  day. 

*  About  SJ.J    *  About  4%  8d.}    'About  ixs.  2tf|    'Aboat9«.  sd.| 
*  AUouc6U.i    f  tp'  6d.  TO  it.  zis.  64. 
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THB-coihpany  have  fpared  no  pains  to  ppcfeire  the  ex-  BOOK 
clufive  ttrtd*  of*  pepper;  which*  thejr  hold  fcr  feme  time. 
Though  their  iitt«nipf*'faa^  not  beetfqlij^efu6(%^ftfnl,  they 
have'-fii  far  i^aitied  lhelr>  pointy  as  t6  DMtkitain  a  confider-^ 
ab!e'fupcridri*y  own  their  compttiteri*    -The  quafntity 
they  lA^'^f  this  «krtfcle1ti  Europe  aanounti  to-  five  nnillions 
weight,  ai*d  three  miftioni  fire  hundred 'weight  in  India; 
The  tdftipahy  pAchafeit,  hpon  the  whc^e,  at  thittjr-iix* 
lirreB  ••a-  hiihdred-wwght;  and»ftH'itti6i%^  at-a  liuhdred 
^»m8V  ahd^drti^fd^tyweii^  to  icVfeirfy.two  Tints  S  to 
'th€petfpfeo^Afia^   ">'5  ^'    -  '  -   •       ---^  -     •  * 
-   In  rt)nftqtien«»o>f  tte  fal^of  fpice>^  thr  jgrcattft  part  of 
th%9«Kitit  tiM^^Miftdr^iHe  £liP  iiitb  the  Rands  df  the 
T&ntWB  •*!ifeiw^8B<y*of*expoi4xti5^lhenf;'^v^  them  an 
clp|5dffflhtty  -Of-^p^S^imting  to  themfelVci  "ftvfebl  bthef 
branlfejft  8f  comtticrcc."*  "Tn^^procefs'^of^timi?  ihiy-  became 
iftjCfefs^of-tfie'coaffinf  trade'of  *Afia>  aV  th^were  al* 
"•Ifeaay^df  thaPdf  Eoiifope.      This  navigalSoft /employed  a 
^risrtntJmberof  ihi^s  and  faflortf,  who  'Withxnit  caufing 
any  escp^nccto  the  trom^fty^bontributeH  te  its  ftcurfty. 
'-  ^S-f  vnttretjrnhcfc*fuperfor  advantages,   they  were  cn- 
■  afaled^  for  -afonjp'dnie;  to  prevent  Ae  attempts  of  other 
•nations  to  interfere  in  the  Indian  trade,  or  to  malce  them 
'  abortive. '  The  produce  of  this  rich  conntry  came  to  the 
•Europeans  throttgh* the  hands  of  the  Dutch:  who  never 
explffertted^thofe"  refkaints  from  their  coimtry,  which 
have  i&^dter  "^times  beefrimpofed  every  where  elfe.    The 
gdVfern^hent,  convinced  that  the  proceedings  of  other  na- 
^iijSh^Aeithet  ought;  Tior  could  be  a  rule  to  dire6l  theirs, 
ahHyd'gav^  the  company  leave  to  difpolS  of  their  mer- 
chandize" at  the  capital  freely,  and  without  rcferve*    At 
•the  time*  this  fociety  Was  inftituted,  the  united  provinces 
'hacfrifelthfer.  ariy'rtianufafttires  nor  crude  material?  to  work 
upon..   It  wasj  therefore,  at  that  time,  no  inconvenience, 
but  rather  a  point  of  £reat  policy,  to  allow,  and  even 

•  jL  lis.  64.        fe  4I.  7$.  6d,       *  About  2I.  X2S.  6d.  on  an  average. 
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ZP  p/Kj  encourage,  the  citizens  to  wear  linens  and  ftafh  imported 
from  Jn<d»r>  The  variont  manufa^res  which  were  iirtro-* 
duced  imto  tbt  republic,  in  confeqnence  of  the  repeal  of 
the  ed3£t  of  Nantz,  might  have  induced  them  to  lay  afid^ 
the  thoughts  6{  pwcha^ng  their  cloathing  from  fo  remote 
«  country ;  hut  the  fatdnefs  that  prevailed  ia  Europe  at 
fthflt  time  Yor  Fiseach  felhioiift,  had  giten  fo  advantageous 
•a  opeftingfof  the  mamifeftures  of  th^  refijgecs,  that 
they  had  not  thelcaft  idea  of  departing  from  the  ancient 
channel.  Since  the  high  price*  of  labour,-  the  necefiary 
confequenpe  of  a  redundancy  of  calh,  has  leffened  the 
manufadluref,  and  obltgied  the  nation  to  trade  upon  a 
frugal  plan,  India  ftuffs  have  had  a  greater  run  than  ever» 
It  was  thought  that  fewer  inconveniencies  would  arife  ftcav 
enriching  the  Indians  than  thie  £nglifli  or  French,  whofe 
profperity  would  not  fail  to  haftenthe  rain  of  a  ftate» 
whofe  opulence  is  only  fupported  by  the  rafimefs,  the 
driputes,  or  iadolence  of  otlier  powers. 

This  wife  condud  has  retarded  the  decfine  of  the  coiiw 
pany ;  but  the  change  is  at  laft  effe^^ed,  notwithfta&didg 
the  flattering  iUuflons  of  an  imaginary  prosperity.  A 
detail  of  fa^  will  fet  thrs  truth  in  a  clear  light* 

Wk  have  f^n  that  the  original  fund  pf  the  company^ 
.which  has  never  been  iince  augmented,  was  no  more  thaii 
i2,9j$,6&o  livres*.  With  this  (lender  capital^  they  vlU 
tacked  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese  in  the  Indian  feas, 
gained  oonquefts  over  thefe,  then  warlike  nations,  and 
over  the  people  of  Alia,  whofe  numbers,  at  Icaft,  rendered 
them  formidable ;  they  formed  magazmes,  built  cities,  and 
ereded  forts  without  number ;  and  eilabliilied  or  fupported 
-their  commerce  by  force  of  arms.  Thefe  amazing  ex- 
.pences  lafted  from  its  firil  iniluution  till  the  year  i665> 
^  the  aera  when  all  their  acquifitions  were  made,  all  thetf' 
fettlemcnts  formed^    lyuriog  tii^s  Long  and  rcillefs  period^ 

•  565,236). 
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the  annual  return*  amounted  to  twenty  and  three^fourths  *  0  0  ?» 
per  cciit. 

The  compsaiy  had  afterwards  no  occafion  to  fetid  one 
fleet  after  another  into  the  eaft,  to  afiert  the  dominion  of 
thofe  feasy  to  raife  new  armies  to  fubdue  or  awe  their 
enemiea^  or  to.lavifU  their  blood  and  treafure  in  fecuring 
their  pofieHions.  Their  operations  were  only  thofe  of  a 
briik  and  fidvantageous  commerce;  and,  confequently^ 
their  dividend,  till  the  year  1729*  increafed  to  about  three 
and  tw^enty  per  cent.  It  has  fince  that  time  gradnaUy 
fallen  to  twen^,  fifteen,  and  even^  lower.  We  forefee  a 
fiill  farther  reduiStioa.  It  is  neceilary  to  ftate  the  reafons 
pf  this  conjeAuce* 

.  It  is'  demonftrated,  that  at  the  elofing  of  the  books  in 
1751^  the  capital  of  the  compaay  in  India  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  7ii00o,ooo  livresS  the  fleet  that  was  on  its 
way  to  Europe  ftood  then  in  I992oo>ooo^,  and  thd  vefTds 
fitted  out  for  Ia4n^  in  3,000,000  of  livres  ^.  They  had  a 
idebt.of  1 4^000,000  of  liTf es  ^  in  India,  and  were  22,400/000 
Uvxe9^  in-  axte^r^  ia  Europe.  Confequently  the  ftockof 
the  company,  exclufive  of  cbeir  fortifications,  did  not 
Ipxceed  56ySo&/XK>  livrea^. . 

Or  this  fum,  ixicoafiderablp  as  it  was»  there  were  only 
93,400,000  livr«a£  in  comBAereial  effeds;  iiat  is  to  fay, 
ready  money,  merchandize,  and  goed  debts*  The  re^ 
snainder  confifted  of  bad  debts  to  the  ambunt  of  three 
millions  ^,  and  of  dpubtful  ones  to  the  amoturt  of  6,6co,oc6 
livres^;  8,ooo,oop  livres^  allotted  for  provifion  for  the 
table;  1,400^000^  for  brafs  cannon;  for  icon  ordnance, 
huUets,  and  balls,  500,000°^$  for  muftets  and  a^imuni* 
tion  i,Soo,ooo°;  for  plate  aoo,ooo^;  for  flaves  3001000P; 
for  cattle  and  hoi^  200,000  s ;  and  for  goods  entered  from 
^different  parts  of  Indie  for  Batavia  1 1,200,000  livres  ^ 

•  3,To6,45oL      *  840,000!.      *  131,2501.     *  612,500].     •  980,000!- 
£2,485^000!.      '  tj023,75ol.      *  131,25s!.       '288,750!^     *  3^o,ocoI. 

'  61,2501.  "  *i,87il.  *  78,7501-  "  8,750!.  »  131x251.  '  8,7Sol« 
'  49o>cool.  ^ 
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BOOK       It  remains  to  examine  what  profits  the  company  have 
been  able  to  make  with  fo  weak  a  capital.    Their  gains^ 
as  far  as  it  is  polTible  to  compute  them,  ahnuaSy  amount 
to  25,400,000  livres*,  but  their  ordJaary  cxpcnces  amount 
to  1 8,600,000 ^  and  their  dividend,  fuppofiftg  it  ttf  bc^ 
twenty.five  i)er  cent,  to  3,330,000*^;   confequentfy  they^ 
have  only  470,ooo<i  livres  remaining,  to  defray  the  cx- 
pence  of  war,    the  I06  of  their  magazines  by  fire,    or 
their  veflcls  by  fen,  and  all  that  train  of  evils  which  human 
prudence  can  neither  forefce  nor  prevent. 
'   This  ftate  of  the  matter  muft  appear  to  thofe  who  fee 
things  at  a  diftance,  to  have  fo  little  probability,  that  we 
fhould  not  have  ventured  to  warrant  the  truth  of  it,  if  we 
had  not  before  us  governor-general  MoiTel's  correfpondence 
with  the  diredion.    This  difceming  and  able  adminiftrator 
confiders  the  company  as  an-exhaufted  body  that  is  .fuf^ 
tained  by  cordials :  it  is,-  as  he  exprelTes  himielf,  a  leaky 
veflel,  that  is  kept  from  foundering  only  by  the  pump. 
-    This  deplorable  (ituation,.  which  will  reduce  the  com- 
pany to  the  necelTity  of  borrowing  money  upon  their  capi- 
tal, or  of  leffening  their  dividend  iUU  more,  if  any  new 
misfortune  ihould  happen,  muft  have  had  its  caufes,  and 
thofe  too  very  coniiderable.   The  tnoft  obvious  of  all  is 
the  multitude  of  petty  wars  which  have  followed  each 
other  without  interruption. 
Reafonsof        Ths  inhabitants  of  the  Moluccas  had  fcarce  recovered 
the  decline    ^Tom  the  aftonifhment  into  which- they  had  been  thrown 

of  the  com-  ' 

pan/.  by  the  vidories  gained  by  the  Dutch,*  over  a  people  whom 

they  looked  upon  as  invincible,  when  they  grew  impatient 

« 

of  the  yoke.  Ti^e  company,  dreading  the  coniaquenceS:<>f 
this  difcontent,  made  war  upon  the  king  of  Tbmate,  to 
oblige  him  to  confent  to  the  esttirpation  of  the  clove-tree 
every  where. except  in  Amboyna.  The  ifimders  in  Banda 
were  utterly  exterminated,  becaufe  they  reffiifed  to  be-^ 
come  their  (laves.    Macafiar,  in  order  to  fupport  their 

*  i,ifr,25oi     J  813,750!.     «  14516871  108.     *  ac^56»l.  los. 
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interefts,  kept  up  a  confiderable  force  for  a  long  time.  BOOK 
The  lofi  of  Formofa  brought  on  the  ruin  of  the  fadories  ^  J^L 
of  Tonkin  and  Siam.  They  were  obliged  to  take  up  arms 
to  fupport  the  exdufive  trade  of  Sumatra.  Malacca  was 
befieged,  its  territory  ravaged,  and  its  navigation  inter- 
rupted by  pirates.  Negapatan  was  twice  attacked ;  Cochin 
was  engaged  in  refifting  the  attempts  of  the  kings  of  Cali- 
cut and  Travancor ;  Ceylon  has  bcfen  a  fcene  of  perpetual 
difturbaoces ;  which  are  full  as  frequent,  and  ftill  more 
violent  at  Java,  where  peace  can  never  continue  long, 
unlefs  the  company  will  give  a  reafonable  price  for  the 
conmiodities  they  require.  They  have  engaged  in  bloody 
icontefts  with  an  European  nation,  whofe  power  in  India 
increafes  every  day,  and  whofe  chara^r  is  not  that  of 
moderation.  All  thefe  wars  have  proved  ruinous,  more 
niinoua,  indeed,  than  might  have  been  expeAed,  becaufe 
thofe  who  had  the  management  of  them  only  fought  oppor- 
tunities of  enriching  themfelves. 

Thbsb  notorious  diflenfions,  have  in  many  places  been 
followed  by  odious  oppreflions;  which  have  been  pradlifed 
at  Japan,  China,  Cambodia,  Arrackan,  on  the  banks  of  th^ 
Ganges,  at  Achem,  Coromandel,  Surat  in  Perfia,  atBaifora, 
Mocho,  and  other  places.  The  greateft  part  of  the  coun- 
tries in  India  are  filled  with  tyrants  who  prefer  piracy  to 
commerce,'  who  acknowledge  no  right  but  that  of  power, 
and  think  that  whatever  is  pradicable,  is  juft.  '         ' 

The  profits  accruing  to  the  company  from  the  plape^ 
where  their  trade  met  with  no  interruption,  for  a  long 
time  counterbalanced  the  lofies  they  fuftained  in  others 
by  tyranny,  or  anarchy :  but  other  European  nations  de*^ 
prived  them  of  this  indemnification^  This  competition 
/  obliged  them  to  buy  dearer,  and  to  fell  cheaper.  Their 
natural  advantages  might,  perhaps,  have  enabled  them 
to  fupport.  this  misfortune,  if  their  ri^s'  had  not  deter- 
mined to  throw  the  trade  of  India  to  India  into  the  hands 
of  private  merchfmts.     By  tliis  expreflion  we  are  to  un.- 
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fi  O  O  V^  d«riland  the  operations  neqeflary  to  franfport  the  xnef^ 
^^'  chandife  of  one  country  in  Afia  to  another  country  nt 
Afia;  from  China,  Bengal,  and  Surat,  for  inftance,  to 
the  Phi!Hppines>  Perfia,  and  Arabia.  By  means  of  this 
circulation,  and  by  a  multi^city  of  exchanges,  the  Dtitch 
obtained  for  nothing,  or  for  a  trifle,  the  rich  cargoes 
rhey  brought  to  Europe.  The  a^^ivity,  oeconomy  and 
"  ftill  of  the  free  merchants  drove  the  company  from  dH 
the  fea-ports  where  equal  favour  was  Ihcwn,  Their  flag 
tras  fe!dom  feen  in  the  roads  where  eight  or  ten  EngKih 
vcflels  appeared. 

This  revolution,  \fhich  fo  clearly  pointed  out  to  them 
what  fVeps  they  had  to  take,  did  not  fet  them  right  with 
rcfpc^t  to  a  meafure  that  was  deftniftive  to  trade.     They 
had  bceff  accuftomed  to  carry  all  their  Indian  and  Euro- 
pean   merchandife  to  Batavia,  from  whence  it  was  dfflri-* 
buted  among  the  different  faftories  who  fold  it  to  advan« 
tage.     This  cuftom  occaironed  expence  and  lofs  of  time, 
the  inconveniences  of  which  were  not  perceived   whilo 
fheir  profits  were  fo  enormons.     When  other  nations  car- 
ried  on  a  dired  trade,  it  became  indiipenfably  neceflary 
to  rclinquifh  a  fyftem,  not  only  bad  in  itfelf,  but  incom-* 
patible   with  circumflances.    The  dcjininion  of  cuflom, 
however,  ftill  prevails :  and  it  was  faid  to  be  owing  to  the 
company's  apprehenfions  that  their  fcrvants  would  make 
an  ill  ufc  of  any  innovation,  that  they  did  not  adopt  a 
meafure,  the  neccffity  of  which  was  fo  fully  dem#nfhmed. 
This  motive  was  probabl)' nothing  more  than  a  pretext 
which  ferrcd  as  a  cover  to  private  inrereft.    'The  frauds  of 
the  comnriffarics  were  more  than  winked  at.  The  prmcipal 
ones  had  for  'the  moft  part  been  exa6l  in  tlrtrr  condnft. 
They  were  under  the  direction  of  admirals  who  vifited 
all  the  factories,  were  invefiled  vmh  abiblute  powers  ii> 
India,  and,  at  the  condiifion  of  every  vopgc,  gave  an 
account  Jn  Europe  of  their  adminiflration.    In  propor- 
tion as  the  g6vemmont  became  left  aArre,  the  agents, 
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♦rtio  were  aot  fo  ftri£lly  watclied,   grew  more  remifs,  B  O  o  <: 
They  abandoned  themfelves  te  eliemmacy,    a  habit  of 
wfakh  is  eafily  contraAed  in  hot  countries.     The  ftumfoer 
ci  the(e  perfons  was  obliged  to  bt  iocreafed :  and  no  one 
nade  a  capital  point  of  cotre&kig  an  abufe,  which  gave 
the  pfiOfAc  in  power  fin  opportunity  of  ptDvidtag  ft>r  theu- 
^pendents. '  They  went  to  Afia  with  a  view  of  making 
a  canfKkfable  fortune  in  a  Ihort  time.    Being  prohibited 
ftcffi  tradiqg ;  their  appoiolnients  not  beiikg  fu$cient  to 
maintain  them,  and  all  honeft  W^s  of  enriching  theo^ 
-  felves  being  (hut  againft  them,  they  had  recourfe  to  mal- 
pca^ces.    The  company  were  cheated  in  all  their  affairs 
by  £a6ior.s  who  had  no  inteiiefl  in  their  prosperity.  Theib 
iiiforder^  grew  to  fuch  a  height,  that  it  was  propofed  to 
allow  a  preoiium  of  five  per  cent  upon  all  conunoditie» 
fold  or  bought,  which  was  to  be  divided  among  all  the 
jEbrvants  according  to  tb^eir  ranks.     Upon  thefe  terms, 
ihey  were  obliged  to  take  an  oath  that  their  account  was 
juft.     This  arrangement  lafted  but  five  years;  it  bein^ 
found  that  corruption  prevailed  fis  much  as  ever :  the  pre- 
mium and  the  oath  were  aboliihed ;  and  from  this  period 
the  agents  alk  any  coniideratie^  for  t^eir  trouble  that 
their  avarice  hath  pipmpted  them  to^ 

Tub  contagion,  which  at  hrft  inie^ed  the  lower  fado- 
Ties,  gradually  reached  the  principal  iirttkments,  and,  at 
lad,  Batavia  itfelf.     So  great  a  fimplicity  prevailed  there 
at  firft,  that  the   members   of  the   government  ufually 
idrefled  like  common  failcurs,  and  sever  wore  deceit  pioaths 
but  in  their  council-chamber.     This  modefty  was  accom- 
panied with  fo  diftinguiihed  a  probity,  that  before  the 
year  1650,  not  one  remarkable  fortune  had  been  made: 
but  this  unheard-of  prodigy  of  virtue  could  not  be  of 
long  duration.     We  have  feen  warlike  republics  conquer 
ai^d  make  acquifitfOQs  for  their  country,  and  fill  the  pub- 
lic treafury  with,  the  fpoils  of  kingdoms.     But  we  (hall 
lifv^r  £be  the  citi2^ns  of  a  coi]^q:ier$:ial  republic  amafs 

P  4  riches. 
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BOOK  riches,  for  a  particular  body  in  the  ftatc,  from  which  thcjr 
derive  neither  glory,  nor  profit.  The  aufterity  of  repuh* 
lican  principle^  mud  of  courie  give  place  to  the  example 
of  the  peo]^  of  the  eaft<  This  relaxation  of  manners 
was  more.fenfibly  perceived  in  the  capital  of  the  colony, 
wherb  the  articles  of  luxury  that  came  |tom  all -parts,  and 
the  air  of  magnificence  it  was  thought  necefiary.to  throw 
round  the  adminiftration,  introduced  a  tafte  for  fliew. 
This  tafte  occafioned  a  corruption  of  manners  i  and  this 
corruption  of  manners  made  all  methods  of  getting  money 
alike  indifferent.  Even  the  appearance  of  decency  was 
fo  far  difregarded,  that  a  governor-general  finding  himfelf 
convidted  of  plundering' the  finances' without  mercy,  made 
no  fcruple  of  juftifying  his  conduA  by  fhewing  a'  carte 
blanche  figned  by  the  company. 

How  could  the  conduct  of  the  governors  be  remedied 
when  their  depravation-oould  not  be  forefeen  in  the  in- 
fancy of  the  republic,  where  a  purity  of  manners  ^d 
frugality  prevailed  ?  In  thefe  fettlements  of  the  Diftch, 
the  laws  had  been  made  for  virtuoas  men  :  other  manners 
required  other  laws. 

These  diforders  might  have  been  reprefled  in  their 
firft  beginnings,  if  they  had  not  naturally  made  the  fame 
•progrefs  in  Europe  as*  in  Afia.  But  as^a  rii^er  that  over- 
Hows  its  banks  collects  mWe  mud  than  water  in  its  paf- 
fage,  £>  the  vices  which  riches  bring  along  with  them, 
increafe  fafter'than  riches  themfelves.  Thepoftofdi- 
re^or,  which  was  at  firft  allotted  to  able  merchants,  was^ 
at  length,  vefted  in  great  families,  where  it  is  held  with 
the  magiftracies,  by  virtue  of  which  it  was  firft  procured* 
Thefe  families,  engaged  in  political  views,  or  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  adminiftration,  confidered  thefe  pofts,  which  they 
had  raviihed  from  the  company,  only  in  the  light  of  a 
confidcrable  income,  or  an  eafy  provifion  for  their  rela- 
tions; fomc  of  them  even  as  opportunities  of  making  a 
bad  ufe  of  their  credit.  The  bufincfs  of  receiving  ac- 
counts^ 
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counts,  hearing  debates  and  carrying  on  the  moft  impor-  ^  ^^  ^ 
tant  tranfadions  of  the  company,  was  left  to  a  fecretary, 
who,  under  the  plaufible  title  of  advocate,  became  the 
fole  manager  of  all  the  affairs.  The  govemort^  who  met 
but  twice,  a-year,  in  fpring  and  autnmn,  at  the  arrival 
and  departure  of  the  fleets,  forgot  the  habit  and  track  of 
all  bulineis  which  requires  a  conftant  attention.  Thq|r 
were  obliged  to  repofe  an  intire  confidence  in  a  perfon 
appointed  by  the  ftate  to  make  extra£ls  from  all  the  dif- 
patches  that  arrived  from  India,  and  to  draw  up  the  form 
of  the  anfwers  that  were  to  be  xetumed.  This  guide,, 
who  was  fometimes  incapable,  often  bribed,  and  always 
fuipicious,  frequently  led  tho/e  he  had  the  conduding  of 
,  to  the  brink  of  a  precipice  where  he  left  them  to  fall. 

The  fpirit  of  commerce  arifes  from  intereft,  and  inte* 
reft  always  i^cafions  difputes.  Es^ch  chamber  wanted  to 
have  docks,  arfenals,  and  magazines,  for  the  fhips  they 
were  to  fit  out.  Offices  were  multiplied,  and  frauds  were 
encojaraged  by  fo  wrong  a  proceeding. 

It  was  a  maxim  in  every  department  to  fumifli  goods, 
as  it  had  a  right  to  do,  in  proportion  to  its  armaments. 
Thefe  goods  were  not  alike  proper  for  the  places  for 
which  they  were  defiine d,  and  were  either  not  fold  at  all, 
or  fold  to  diiadvantage, 

Whbn,  circumftances  called  for  extraordinary  fupplies,  a 
fpirit  of  puerile  vanity,  which  is  afraid  of  betraying  its  weak-t 
nefs  by  confeifing  its  wants,  led  them  to  avoid  borrowing 
inoney  in  Holland,  where  they  would  have  paid  only  an  in** 
tereft  of  three  per  cent ;  and  to  have  recourfe  to  Batavia> 
whiKre  money  was  at  fix,  or  more  frequently  to  Bengal, 
or  the  coafl  of  Coromandel,  where  it  war  at  nine  per  cent, 
and  fometimes  much  higher.  Abufes  were  multiplied  oi| 
all  fides.  .'I 

The  (hites-general,  whoiie  bufinefs  it  was  to  examine, 
e\'ery  three  years,  into  the  fUte  of  the  company ;  to  fa-* 
tisfy  themfelves  that  they  kept  within  the  limits  afligned 

by 
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B'  O-  <S  K  ^j  thoir  gmnt;  to  ibt  that  juftice  was  adminiftered  ta 
the  porfetts  coticerAfd ;  and  that  the  trarle  was  carried  ot^ 
m  a  manner-  that  was  not  pirjudicial  to  the  republic ; 
mighty  mid'  ou^  to  have,  put  a  hcfp  to  thefe  irregula- 
fiticB.    Whatever  their  rtitfpn&  might  be,  this  was  never 
done.    In  confequence  of  this  bchatiour,  they  had  the 
mortificatioii  to  fee  the  proprietors  unite  m  conferring 
upon  the  laft  ftadthoJder  the  ftipreme  direction  of  their 
afllkirs  in  Euwpe  and  India  ;  ftlthmu  being  aware  of  the 
danger  that  might  reCvkh  from  the  influence  that  a  pcrpe- 
'    taal  prciident  of  the  ftate  inuft  ha\T  over  a  rich  *id  pow- 
erful body.     Notwithflanding  this,  the  dividend  is  at  this 
time  larger,  and  the  price  of  {locks  higher.     A  certain 
premature  death,  has  drawn  a- veil  over  the  plan  of  refor- 
madon  tihat  had  been  concerted.    Necellity  will  oblige 
ihem  to  refume  it,  with  Cuch  w$f«  precautions,  no  doubt^ 
as  may  prefetit  the  abttfe  of  that  |ower,  aga|aft^ich. 
|hey  think  themfehres  bound  to  proteft. 
>Ieafttre»    •      The  firft  ftep  muft  be,  to  convince  thcmlelvcs  that  the 
tobcukeii*  government  of  the  company  is  too  complicated  even  in 
for  the  re-     £uroipe«     A  d4rcftion  vetted  in  fo  many  chambers,  and 
meat  of  the  in  fuch  a  number  of  direftofs,   mnft  be  attended  with 
««n.paBy'»    infinite  hKrcmveniences.    4t  is  impoffible  that  the  fame 
fpirit  ihould  operate  every  where  alike,  and  that  the,tranf- 
a£kions  (hould  be  carried  on  without  receiving  a  tindture 
from  the  oppofite  vie^vs  of  the  perfons  who  condw^l  them 
in  dtilerent  places,  without  concert  or  connexion.    Unity 
of  dedgn,  fo  neccffary  in  the  fine  arts,  is  equally  ad^^an- 
tageous  in  bufinefs.     It  wtH  be  in  vain  ohjeftcd  that  it  i^ 
the  intereft  of   all   democratrcal    ftates  to  divide  their 
wealth,  and  to  make  the  eftates  of  the  citizens  as  equal 
*s  poffliblc.     This  maxim  in  itWf  true,  fe  not  applicable 
to  a  republic  that  has  no  territory,  and  maintains  itfeW 
merely  by  its  commerce.     It  will  thcrefone  be  expedient 
that  every  article  bought  or  fold  fhoiild  fall  under  one 
general  infpctition,  ttnd  be  bvocghf  into  one  port.     The 

fevings. 
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iavings  that  would  be  made,  wo«Id  be  the  leaft  advftn-  BOOK 
tagc  the  ctwnpany  would  reeeivc  from  this  alteracfon. 

Prom  this  piace»  whieh  would  be  tbe  center  of  intelii^ 
gence^fronr  a]!  quarters,  depntatioRS  might  be*fent  to  in- 
quire into,  and  corrciEl  abufes  in  the  rcrhoteft  parts  of 
Afia.  The  oonduft  of  the  Dutch  towards  the  Indian  princes, 
from  whom  they  have  forcxWy-  extorted  an  cxdufivc  com- 
niercc,  will  be  one  of  the  firft  objefts  of  their  confideratiost 
They  have,  for  a  long  time,  behaved  towards  them  with 
an  infolent  pride;  have  attempted  to  learn  the  fecrets  of 
fheir  government ;  and  to  engage  them  in  quarrels  wkh 
their  neighbours ;  thrfy  have  fomentc<d  divisions  among 
their  fubjeA^,  and  fhewn  a  dtftruft  mixed  with  animolity; 
they  have  oWigcd  Aem  to  make  facrificrs  which  they  ne- 
ver premifed;  and  deprh'ed  them  of  advantages  fecured 
to  them  by  the  terms  of  capitulation.  All  thclb  intole- 
rable afts  of  tjTanny,  occafion  frequent  diflurbancei, 
which  fbmetimes  end  in  hoftilities.  To  reftore  harmony, 
which  is  a  taft:  that  grows  more  neceflary  and  more  diS^ 
cult  every  day,  agents  fhould  be  appointed,  who,  to  a  fpj- 
rit  of  moderation,  join  a  knowledge  of  the  intei^ils,  cuf* 
toms,  language,  religion,  and  manners  of  thefe  nations. 
At  prefent,  perhaps,  tHe  company  may  be  uflptovided 
with  perfons  of  this  chara^t^r :  but  it  concerns  them  to 
procure  them.  Perhaps  too  they  might  find  them  among 
the  fuperintendants  of  their  faftories,  which  they  have 
mrery  reafon  to  induce  them  to  abandon. 

Trb  difcerning  part  of  the  merchants  of  all  nations 
unantmottHy  agree,  that  the  Dutch  fectlements  in  India 
are  too  numerous :  and  that  by  leffening  'their  mimber, 
chcy  would  greatly  reduce  their  expences,  without 
confining  their  commerce.  The  company  canftot  poA 
fibly  be  ignorant  of  what  is  fo  generally  known.  One 
would  be  apt  to  think,  they  were  induced  to  conti- 
nue the  feftories  that  wer^  chargeable  to  them,  to  pre- 
sent a  fu^cion  that  they  were  not  in  a  condition  to, 
inaintain  them.  But  this  \yeak  coi^lidcrati^n  jhould  fway 
I  thcji 
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ft  O  O  K  them  no  longer.  All  that  deferves  their  attention,  is  to  make 
a  due  diftin&OA  between  what  it  is  convenient  to  part 
with,  and  advantageous  to  ret;iin^-They  have  before  them 
a  feries  of  fa^s  and  experinneifts^  which  muft  preveat 
any  miftake  in  an  arrangement  of  fuch  importance. 

In  the  fubordinate  fadories,  which  they  may  think  pro^ 
per  to  continue  for  the  advantage  of  trade^  they  will  dc- 
moliib  all  ufelefs  fortifications;  they  will  diflblve  the 
councils  ^ftabliihed  out  of  oftentation  rather  than  nece£> 
fity :  and  they  will  proportion  the  number  of  their  fer- 
▼ants  to  the  extent  of  their  bufinefs.  Let  the  company 
call  to  mind  thofe  happy  times,  when  two  or  three  fac- 
tors chofen  with  judgment,  fent  out  cargoes  infinitely 
more  conflderable  than  any  they  have  received  fince; 
when  they  raifed  amazing  profits  upon  their  goods,  whiclv» 
in  procefs  of  time,  have  been  diverted  into  the  pockets  of 
their  numerous  agents  i,  and  then  they  will  not  hefitate  a 
moment  to  return  to  t)ieir  old  maxims,  and  to  prefer  a  fim.- 
.plicity  which  made  them  rich,  to  an  empty  parade  that  ruins 
them.  Thefe  dsforders  were  owing  to  their  own  mifcon^ 
du^.  The  Europeans,  fettled  in  their  colonies,  lived  in 
difgrace  if  they  were  not  engaged  in  their  fervice.  Every 
^expedient  was  tried  to  extricate  themfelves  from  a  iiate 
of  humiliation  which  it  was  impoffible  to  endure.  The 
fuperintendants  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  corrupted ;  and 
employments  were  multiplied  without  neceffity  and  with* 
out  meafure.  X<et  them  difcountenance  a  prejudice, 
which,  in  whatever  light  it  is  viewed,  is  unjuft  and  per- 
nicious; and  the  reformation  we  are  pointing  out  will 
eafily  be  accompliihed. 

It  will  be  attended  with  greater  dif&culties  in  the  large 
colonies.  The  company's  agents  there  are  a  more  nur 
merous,  reputable,  and  in  proportion,  a  more  opulent 
body,  and  confequently  lefs  difpofed  to  fubmit  to  any  re- 
gulations. It  is,  however,  nectary  to  redupe  them  to 
order :  fince  the  abufes  they  have  cither  introduced,  or 

winked 
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winked  at,  muft  fooner  or  later  inevitably  bring  on  the  B  O  O  id 
ruin  of  the  interefts,  over  which  they  prcfide.  The  mif- 
itian&gement  that  prevails  in  the  work-fhops,  magazines, 
docks,  andarfenals  at  Batavia,  and  other  large  fettlementSi 
is  fcarcely  to  be  paralleled.  The  nial-pra6tices  of  the 
Aiperintendants  and  fubordinate  officers  are  fo  notorioas, 
that  according  tathc  moft  favourable  reprefcntations,  a^ 
leaft  two  thirds  might  be  fared  if  the  buildings,  ^orka 
and  repairs  were  executed  by  contrad. 

These  arrangements  would  lead  to  others  flill  more  con-* 
fiderkble.      At  their  firik  rife,   the  company  eftablilhe<f 
fixed  and  precife  rules,  which  were  not  to  be  departed 
from  on  any  pretence,  or  bn  any  occafion  whaffoever. 
Their  fervants  wetc  mere  machines,  the  fmalleft  move- 
ments of  which  were  wound  up  before^hand.  They  judgrd 
this  abiblute  and  univerfal  direction  necelfaiy  to  correct 
what  was  amifs  in  the  choice  of  their  agents,  who  wer^ 
tnoil  of  them  drawn  out  of  obfcurity,  and  had  not  the  ad- 
vantage of  that  careful  education  which  would  have  en* 
larged  their  ideas.    The  company  themfelves  did  not  fufFer 
,the  leaft  variation  in  their  own  conduct,   and  to  this  in-* 
variable  uniformity,   they  attributed  the-  fuccefs  of  their 
enterprifes.     The  frequent  misfortujaes,  which  this  fyfteni 
occaiioned,  did  not  prevail  with  them  to  lay  it  afide ;  and 
they  always  adhered  obftinately  to  their  firft  plan.  In  this 
they  were  not  guided  by  fefle^on,  but  followed  a  blind 
impulfe.    At  this  time  of  the  day,  when  they  can  no 
longer  conunit  errors  with  impunity,  it  is  necefTary  they 
ihould  make  fome   alterations.      Tired  of  maintaining  a 
difadvantageous  ftniggle  with  the  free  traders  of  other 
nations,  they.  Should  refolve  to  leave  the  commerce  from 
one  part  of  India  to  another,  to  private  perfons.     This 
•happy  ihnovation  would  make  their  colonies  richer  and 
mote  powerful.    They  themfelves  would  reap  more  ad- 
vantage from  the  cuftoms  that  would  be  paid  in  their  fac- 
tories,  than  they  receive  from  the  faint  eflForts  of  an  ex- 
piring 
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plrixig  cotmnercei  Every  thing,  even  the  ihips  tliot  are 
too  old  to  be  feat  tq  Europ^*  would  turn  to  accounts 
The  navigators  in  thefe  fettlements  would  be  glad  to  make 
ufe  of  them  in  thofe  calm  feas. 

Perhaps  the  company  might  carry  the  plan  of  refor- 
'mation  ftill  forther*  Would  it  not  be  a  proper  fcheme  to 
reiign  t^  trade  of  linens  exported  to  Europe  to  indivi-« 
duals  ?  Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  their  operations^ 
know  very  well  that  they  gain  no  more  than  thirty  per 
cent,  by  this  article,  which  is  always  fold  to  them  at  a 
dear  rate  by  their  agents,  though  it  is  bought  with  ^heir 
own  mociey»  If  we  dedu£t  from  jthis' profit,  the  averages,  the 
intereft  of  advance-money,  the  falaries  of  the  commifiaries^ 
and  the  hazards  at  fea,  the  remainder  will  be  very  trifling. 
Would  not  twenty  per  ceat.  freight,  which  the  free  mer-* 
chants  wpuld  readily  g^ve,  be  of  greater  advantage  to  th^ 
company  ? 

They  would  then  be  releafed  from  the  cares  and  re- 
ftraints  of  their  prefent  commerce,  and  the  poft  of  Bata-* 
via  would  be  open  to  all.n9.tion^  ;  who  would  load  their 
ihtps  with  the  merchandife  of  Europe ;  with  thegood»  bought 
by  the  company,  at  a  Low  price,  of  the  Indian  princes, 
with  whom  they  carry  on  an  exdudve  trade;  and  with  th« 
fplces  deftined  for  all  the  fto-ports  in  Aiia,  where  the  coa* 
fnnption  would  neceflarily  increafe.  The  facrifice  they 
would  make  to  the  general  frocdom  of  trade,  would  be 
amply  rewarded  by  the  certain,  eafy  and  advantageous  fala 
«f  fpices.  in  Eur<^e.  The  progreft  of  corruption  would  be 
ftopt  by  adhering  to  fo  plain  a  rule  of  adminiftration ; 
and  oriier  would  be  eftabtifhed  on  fuch  firm  grounds^  thai: 
it  would  require  but  little  care  to  preferve  it» 

The  neceility  of  making  the  internal  arrangements  we 
propoie,  is  fo  much  the  more  urgent,  as  the  company  are 
in  imminent  danger  of  loiiog  the  conftitueat  part  of  their 
power,  and  of  having  the  fpice  trade  taken  from  them. 

'  It 
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it  18  confidently  r^o^tedr  that  the  cloven-tree  i&ooJopger  B  Q  Q  K 
to  be  found  any  where  but  at  Amboyna';  but:  this  is  n 
miftake.  Before  the  Dutch  got  poffeffion  of  the  Moluccas^ 
properly  fo  callejd,  all  the  iiknds  in  this  archipelago  were 
covered  with  thefe  trees  :  they  qrd^red  them  ta,be  pwlled 
u^  and  continue  to  fend  two  Hoops,  each  haying  twelve 
foldiers  on  board,  witU  onuerf  to  deftroy  it  wherever  i^ 
made  its  appearance*  But  no|  to  lay  any  ftrffs.here  upo« 
the  bafenefs  of  fuch  avarice,  which  counteracts  the  bouAt/ 
of  nature,  thefe  extirpators,,  with  all  their  induilry,  can 
only  execujte  their  comniiffion  upon  the  Coaft,  Were  tlircf 
hundred  men  to  be  cpntinuaUy  employed  in  trav^jl^g  Ui^ 
foreftsi  they  would  ^ot  be  able  fully  to  anfwer^j|)e  inten,- 
tion  of  their  employers^  Th»  earth  rebels  j^gajnft  thi^ 
devaflation,  and  feems  to.  refift  the  wickcdnefs :  iof  mcH. 
The  clove  ipring^  up  under  the  inftrumon-t  that  djeftcoys 
it,  and  mocks  the  unfeeling  induilry  of  the  I)ut(;hy  whf> 
wilh  to.  fee  nothing  grow  but  for  tbemfelyes,-  The  E^nglifli 
that  are  fettled  at  StuBatca  .have>  for  fojz^  years,  (ent 
cloves  to  their  mother  country,  which  they,  obtMn.  from 
the  inhabitants  of  BaUy,  v^ ho  gather  thenxlnplajCps  where, « 
it  is  pretended,  they  no  longer  exift. 

It  is  equally  S  miilake  th^t  the  nutmeg- tree  is  confined 
to  Banda :  it  grows  in  New  Guinea,  and  in  the  iflands 
that  lie  near  that  coaft.  The  Malays,  the  oply  people 
who  held  any  correfpondence  with  thefe  fierce  nations, 
have  carried  the  produce  of  tliis  tree  to  Batavla ;  the 
precautions  that  have  been  taken  to  conceal  the  knowledge 
of  this  fa£i:  have  only  ferved  the  more  fully  to  confirm  it ; 
and  its  truth  is  fupported  by  fo  many  atteftatlons,  that 
it  is  impoffible  to  entertain  a  doubt  of  it. 

If,  however,  the  certainty  of  tliefe  fads  fhould  be  called  in 
queftion ;  if  either  habit  or  tradition  ihould  make  it  be- 
lieved that  the  Spaniards  fettled  at  the  Philippines  could 
not,  with  great  advantage  to  themfelves,  eafily  procure 
the  clove  and  nutmeg-tree ;  it  muft  on  all  hands  be  ac- 
knowledged. 
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BOOK  knowledged,  that,  in  thcfe  remote  feas,  ^n  event  has 
happened,  which  merits  a  ferious  attention.  The  ftratt 
of  Lombok  has  been  difcovered  by  the  Engliih :  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  difcovery,  they  have  penetrated  as  far  as 
Saffara,  which  lies  between  New  Guinea  and  the  Molucca 
Iflands.  This  ifland  is  found  to  be  in  the  fame  latitude, 
to  ha\'e  the  fame  foil,  and  the  fame  climate,  with  thofe 
that  produce  the  fpices,  and  they  have  formed  a  fettlement 
upon  it.  Is  it  credible  that  this  aflive'and  perfevering 
nation  will  lofe  fight  of  the  only  objeft  they  can  propofe  to 
themfelves  from  this  fituation  ?  or  that  they  will  be  dif^ 
couraged  by  the  obftacles  they  may  meet  with  ?  Could 
we  fuppofe  the  company  fo  little  acquainted  with  the  cha- 
racter of  their  rivals,  their  fituation  would  no  longer  be 
doubtful ;  it  would  be  defperate. 

Setting  afide  this  contefl  between  trading  interefts, 
the  Dutch  have  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive  of  one  of  a  flower 
and  more  deftru£tive  kind.     All  circumftances,  particu- 
larly their  manner  of  conducing  their  forces  both  byfea 
and  land,  cdnfpire  to  invite  their  enemies  to  attack  them. 
The  company  have  a  fleet  of  about  a  hundred  ftiips,  from 
fix  hundred  to  a  thoufand  tons  burthen.     Twenty-eight 
or  thirty  are  annually  fent  out  from  Europe,  and  a  fmaller 
number  returns.    Thofe  that  are  not  in  a  condition  to 
return^  make  voyages  in  India,   where  the  ftzs,  except 
thofe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Japan,  are  fo  calm,  that 
weaker  vcflTels  may  fail  in  them  with  fafety.     In  times  of 
profound  peace   the  fliips  fail  feparately,  but  on  then: 
return  they  always  form,  two  fleets  at   the'cape,  whicK, 
come  by  the  Orcades,  where  two  fliips  belonging  to  the 
Republic  wait  to  convoy  them  to  Holland.    In  time  of  war 
thi^  detour  was  contrived  to  avoid  the  enemy's  privateers  ; 
and  they  continue  to  make  ufe  of  it  in  time  of  peace,  to 
prevent  contraband  trade.     It  was  found*  diflicuit  to  pro- 
cure failors  who  would  encounter  the  cold  blafts  of  the 
n^rthi  after  being  ufed  to  hot  climates ;  but  this  difficulty^ 
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Was  furmounted,  by  ofFering  two  months  pay  extraordi-  BOOK 
nary/  This  cuftora  has  been  continued  even  when  con- 
trary winds  or  florins  drove  the  fleets  into  the  channel. 
The  chamber  of  Amflerdam  attempted  but  once  to  fupprefs 
this  cufloip ;  but  they  were  in  danger  of  being  burnt  by 
the  poj^ulace,  who,  like  the  reil  of  the  nation*  difapproved 
of  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  company,  and  lamented 
their  cxclufive  privilege.  The  company's  navy  is  com- 
manded by  officers  who  were  originally  failors  or  cabin- 
boys  ;  they  are  qualified  for  pilots,  and  for  working  a  fliip, 
Ibut  they  have  not  the  leafl  notion  of  naval  evolutions,  not 
to  mention  that  from  the  defers  of  their  education  they 
can  have  no  idea  of  the  love  of  gJpry,  or  of  inculcating  it 
into  that  clafs  of  .men  who  are  under  their  command. 

Their  c6ndu6l  is  flil^  worfe  with  regard  tp  their  land 
forces.  Soldiers  who  have  deferted  from  every  nation  in- 
Europe  may,  indeed,  be  expedled  not  to  want  courage ; 
but  their  provifion  and  clothing  is  fo  bad,  and  they  are  fo 
much  harraflcd,  that  they  are  averfe  from  the  .fervice.  The 
officers,  who,  for  the  mpft  part,  originally  belonged  to 
fomc  low  profeffion,  in  which  they  got  a  fum  fufficient  to 
purchafe  their  pofls,  are  incapable  of  infufing  into  them  a 
military  ipirit.  The  contempt  in  which  a  people  purely 
oommercial  hold  thofe  whofe  fituation  dooms  them  to  an 
involuntary  poverty,  together  with  their  averfion  from  war, 
contributes  greatly  to  degrade  and  difpirit  them.  To  thefe 
leveral  caufes  of  their  inadivity,  weaknefs,  and  want  of 
difcipline,  may  be  fubjoined  another,  v/hich  is  equally  ap- 
plicable both  to  the  land  and  fea  fervice. 

There  is  hot,  perhaps,  in  the  moft  flaviih  governments 
ib  dilhonourable  and  iniquitous  a  mode  of  raifing  feamen 
and  foldiers,  as  that  which  has,  for  a  long  time,  been 
pradifed  by  the  company.  Their  agents,  called  by  the 
people  vencUurs  d'ames  (kidnappers)  who  are  always  bufy 
in  the  territories,  and  even  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
repuhlick,  make  it  their  employment  to  intice  credulous 

Vol.  I.  Q«  n^en 


sj6  history  of  settlements  AND  TRADfe 

BOOK  men  to  embark  for  India^  in  hopes  of  making  a  confider^ 
able  fortune  in  a  (hort  time.  Thofe  who  are  allured  by 
the  bait  are  enrolled,  and  receive  two  months  pay,  which 
is  always  given  to  their  betrayer.  They  enter  into  an  en- 
gagement of  three  hundred  livres  *,  which  is  the  profit  of 
the  perfon  that  enlifts  them,  who  is  obliged  by  this  agree- 
ment to  fiirnifh  them  with  fome  clothes  worth  about  it 
tenth  part  of  that  fum.  The  debt  is  fecured  by  one  of 
the  company's  bills,  but  it  is  never  paid  unlefs  the  debtor 
lives  long  enough  to  difcharge  it  out  of  his  pay. 

A  COMPANY  which  fupports  itfelf,  nbtwithftandihg  this 
contempt  for  the  military  order  and  with  foldrers  fo  cor- 
rupted, (hould  enable  us  to  determine  the  progrefs  which 
the  arts  of  negotiation  have  made  in  thefe  latter  ages.  It 
has  ever  been  necefTa^  to  fupply  the  want  of  ftrength  by 
treaties,  by  patience,  by  moderation,  and  by  artifice ; 
but  republicans  fliould  be  well  informed,  that  fuch  a^flate 
can  only  be  a  precarious  one,  and  that  political  meafures 
how  well  foever  they  may  be  combined,  are  not  always  . 
able  to  refill  the  torrent  of  violence  and  the  n«ceflity  of 
circumftances.  The  company  fhould  have  troops  com- 
pofed  of  citizens,  which  is  by  no  means  impoflible.  It 
can  never  infpire  that  public  fpirit,  that  enthufiafm  fiir 
glory  which  it  has  not  itfelf.  In  this  refpe^l  it  is  the 
fame  with  a  company  as  with  a  government,  which  ihoiSld 
form  its  troops  upon  thofe  principles  only  that  are  the 
bafis  of  its  own  conftitution.  Oeconomy,  and  the  defire  of 
gain  are  the  principles  of  adminiftration  adopted  by  the 
company.  Thefe  are  the  motives  that  Ihould  attach  the 
foldicr  to  their  fervice.  As  he  is  engaged  in  commercial 
expeditions,  he  fhould  be  aflfured  of  a  reward  proportioned 
to  the  means  he  hath  exerted  in  forwarding  their  fuccefs,, 
and  his  pav  fiiould  be  made  out  to  him  in  flock.  Then 
perfonal  interefrs,  far  from  weakening  the  general  inten- 
tions^ will  only  fcrve  to  flrengthen  them* 

■  13I.  is.  6d. 
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If  thisfe  refleftions  fhould  not  prevail  upon  the  company  BOOK 

"to  alter  this  important  part  of  their  adminiftration,  let 

them  at  le'aft  be  awakened  by  the  profpeft  of  the  dangers 

that  threaten  them.     If  they  were  attacked  in  India>  they 

"would  be  deprived  of  their  fcttlements  there  in  lefs  time 

than  it  has  taken  them  to  wreft  them  from  the  Portuguefe. 

Their  bed  towns  have  neither  covert  ways,  nor  glacis,  nor 

"olitworks,   and  would  not  ho!d  out  a  week.     They  arc 

never  ftocked  with  provifions,    though  th^y   arc  always 

filled  with  warlike  ftores.     There  are  not  more  than  ten 

thoufand  men,  whites  and  blacks,  to  defend  them,  and 

there  fhould  be  double  that  number.     Thefe  difadvantages 

^ould  not  be  compenfated  by  the  refources  of  the  navy. 

The  company  has  not  a  fingle  veiTel  of  the  line  in  all  its 

ports,  and  it  would  be  impolFible  to  arm  the  merchantmen 

■as  fhips  of  war.    The  largeft  of  thofe  that  return  to  Europe 

have  not  one  hundred  men  ;  and  if  the  men  difperfed  in 

all  the  fhijps  that  fail  to  India  were  coUeded,  there  would 

tiot  be  a  fufEcient  number  to  form  one  fingle  (hip's  crew. 

Any  man  accuftomed  to  calculate  probable  events  would 

not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  the  power  of  the  Dutch  might  be 

annihilated  in  Afia,  before  the  (late  coulfl  come  to  the 

afliftance  of  the  company.     The  only  bafis  upon  which 

this  apparently  gigantic  Coloflus  is  fixed,  is  the  Molticca 

iflands.     Six  men  of  war  and  fifteen  hundred  land  forces 

ivould  be  more  than  fuliicient  to  fecure  the  conqueft  of 

them,  which  might  be  effedled  either  by  the  French  or  the 

Englifh. 

If  the  French  fhould  form  this  enterprize,  their  fqua- 
dron  might  fail  from  the  ifle  of  France,  and  bear  down 
uponTernate,  where  a  commencement  of  hofiilities  would 
give  the  firft  intelligence  of  its  arrival  in  thofe  feas.  A 
fort  without  outworks,  and  which  might  be  battered  from 
the  fhips,  would  not  make  much  refiftance.  Amboyna 
which  formerly  had  a  rampart,  a  bad  ditch,  and  four 
imall  baftions,  has  been  fo  frequently  demolifhed  by  earth- 

■    QjL  .quakes. 
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BOOK  quakes,  that  it  cannot  be  in  a  condition  to  put  a  ftop  ttf 
an  enterprifing  enemy  for  two  days.     Banda  has  its  pecu- 
liar difHculties.     There  is  no  bottom  round  thefe  idands^ 
and  there  are  fuch  violent  currents^  that  if  two  or  three 
channels  which  lead  up  to  it  were  miffed,  tfee  veflels  would 
be  unavoidably  carried  away  under  the  wind.     But  thta 
might  be  eafily  prevented  by  the   pilots  of  Amboyna. 
There  is  nothing  more  to  attack  than  a  wall  without  a 
ditch,  or  a  covert  way,  defended  only  by  four  baftions  in 
bad  condition.      A  fmall  fort  ere£led  upon  an  eminence 
that  commands  the  place,  could  not  defend  itfelf  four  and 
twenty  hours. 

All  thofe  who  have  feen  the  Moluccas,  and  examined 
them  attentively,  agree,  that  they  would  not  hold  out  one 
month  againfl  the  forces  we  have  mentioned.     If,  as  it  is 
probable,  the  garrifons,  which  are  not  half  fo  numerous 
as  they  ought  to  be,  and  exafpcrated  with  the  manner  in 
which  they  afe  treated,  fliould  refufe  to  fight,  or  fhould 
make  but  a  feeble  refiftance,  the  conqueft  would  be  more 
rapid.     To  fecure  it  as  firmly  as  it  deferves,  it  would  be 
neccfl'ary  to  take  pofleflion  of  Batavia  ;  a  circumftance  not 
fo  difficult  as  it  may  fecm  to  be.     The  fquadron,  with 
the  fbldiers  that  Were  not  left  in  garfifon,  and  as  many  of 
the  Dutch  troops  as  fhould  have  joined  the  conqueror, 
'  with  a  timely  reinforcement  of  ^ight  or  nine  hundred  men, 
would  infallibly  accomplilh  this  enterprize,  of,  which  we 
(hall  be  convinced  if  we  have  a  juft  idea  of  Batavia. 

The  mofl  common  obftacle  to  the  befieging  of  maritime 
places  is  the  difficulty  of  landing;  which  is  by  no  means 
the  cafe  at  the  capital  of  Java.  Governor-general  IrahofF^ 
who  wad  apprized  of  this  circumflance,  attempted  in  vain 
to  remedy  it,  by  conflfuftmg  a  fort  at  the  moutli  of  the 
river  which  embellifhes  the  city.  If  thefe  works,  erected 
at  a  great  expence  by  perfons  of  no  fkill,  had  even  been 
brought  to  perfection,  they  would  not  have  improved  the 
fituation  much :    the  landing,  which  would  have  been 

made 
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made  impraflicable  in  one  place^  would  always  have  been  BOOK 
open  by  means  of  feveral  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into 
the  road,  and  are  all  navigable  by  iloops. 
.  The  troops  being  once  formed  upon  land  would  find 
nothing  but  an  immenfe  city  without  a  covert  way,  defended 
by  a  rampart,  and  by  fome  low  and  irregular  baftions, 
iiirrounded  by  a  ditch  formed  on  one  fide  by  a  river, 
and  on  the  other  by  fome  marfliy  canals,  which  might 
eafily  be  filled  with  running  wafer;  it  was  formerly  de- 
fended by  a  citadel ;  but  ImhofF,  by  building  between  the 
city  and  this  fortrefs,  fome  extenfive  and  high  barracks, 
intercepted  the  communication.  He  was  afterwards  told 
of  this  blunder,  and  he  could  think  of  no  better  way  of 
rectifying  it,  than  (o  demoliih  t^vo  half  baflions  of  the 
foftrefs,  looking  towards  the  city.  Since  that  time  they 
have  been  joined  to  each  other. 

But  if  the  fortifications  were  as  perfeA  as  they  are  bad ; 
if  the  artillery,  which  is  immenfe  were  directed  by  men 
'of  judgment;  if  even  Cohorn  or  Vauban  were  fubfti- 
tuted  in  the  room  of  thofe  unikilful  perfons,  who  have 
now  the  charge  of  the  works^  the  place  could  not  hold 
out.  It  would  require  at  le^ft  four  thoufand  men  to  de- 
fend it,  and  there  are  feldom  more  than  fix  hundred. 
Neither  indeed  are  the  Di^tch  fp  ijgnorant  as  ^o  place  their 
confidence  in  fo  feeble  a  garrifpn:  they  fiependj  much 
more  upon  the  inundations  they  are  able  tQ  ^^^^^  ^7  open- 
ing  the  fluices  that  confine  fevcr^l  fpiall  rivers.  I'hey 
imagine  that  thefe  inupdatiohs*  would  retard  the  opera- 
tions of  the  fiege,  and  woijld  deftroy  the  befiegers  by  the 
dmempers  they  would  occafion*  With  a  little  more  re- 
flection they  would  difcover,  th^t  the  place  muft  furrenr 
dcr,  before  thefe  drainings  had  taken  cfi^eft, 

The  plan  of  conquefl  that  France  might  form,  would 
equally  fuit  the  intere(tsof  Great  Britain,  with  this  diffe-. 
rence,  that  the  Bnglilh  would  in  the  firil  place  make 
fhemfeives  mailers  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  an  exccl- 

Qj  lent 
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BOOK  lent  harbour,  which  they  are  in  want  of  for  their  voyagefll 

to  the  Indies. 

The  Cape  may  be  attacked  in  two  places:    the  firft  U 
Table  Bay,  at  the  extremity  of  which  the  fort  is  iituated^ 
It  is  an  open  road,  where  the  violence  of  the  fea  is  broken 
only  by  a  fmall  iiland,  and  is  fo  bad  in  the  months  of 
June,  July,  Auguft  and  September,  that;  in  1722  twenty- 
five  fhips  were  loft  there,  and  feven  in  1736.     Though  all 
navigators  prefer  it  in  the  other  feafons  of  the  year,  on 
account  of  the  accommodations  they  find  there,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  a  landing  would  not  be  attempted  here,  be- 
caufe  the  two  fides  of  the  harbour  are  covered  with  bat- 
teries, which.it  would  be  hazardous,  and,  perhaps,  impof- 
fible  to  filence.     Falfe  Bay  would  undoubtedly  be  prefer- 
able, which  though  at  thirty  leagues  diftance  from  the 
former  by  fea,  is  yet  no  more  than  three  leagues  from 
the  capital  on  the  land  fide.     The  landing  would  be  ef- 
fedled  quietly   in    this  place   of  fecurity,  and  the  troops 
would  gain,   without  oppofition  an  eminence  which  com- 
mands the  fort.     As  this  citadel  in  oth?r  refpefts  confined 
is  only  defended  by  a  garrifon  of  three  or  four  hundred 
men  at  moft,  it  might  be  reduced  in  lefs  than  a  day'a 
time, by  a  few  bomb§.     The   inhabitants  of  the  colony, 
difperfed   throughout  an    immenfe   fpace,  and  feparated 
from  each  other  by  deferts,  would  not  have  time  to  come 
to  its  relief.     Perhaps,  they  would  not  if  it  were  even  in. 
their  power.     We  may  be  allowed  to  fuppoife  that  the  op^ 
preffion  under  which  they   groan,  may  make   them  wifl^, 
for  a  change  of  government.    The  lofs  of  the  Cape  w;ould, 
perhaps,  render  it  imporjibje  for  the  company  to  convey 
to  India  the  fuccours  neceflary  for  the  defence  of  their  fet- 
tlemcnts,  or  would  at  lead  make  thofe  fuccours  lefs  certain, 
5nd  more  expenfive.    The  Englifh,  on  the  contrary,  would 
draw  great  conveniences,  even  immenfc  advantages  from, 
this  conqucft,  if  the  fpirit  of  monopoly,  which  rcafon  and 
humanity  will  always  oppofc,  could  once  be  laid  afidc. 

Th« 
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.  The  BritUhcolpnics  of  North  America  have  iroa,  wood,  BOOK 
rice,  fugai*,  and  a  hundred  other  articles  of  confumption, 
which  the  Cap^  is  entirely  without^  T^^y  might  be  con- 
veyed thither,  and  wines  and  branny  received  in  exchange. 
The  foil  and  climate  of  this  part  of  Africa  arc  fo  favonr- 
able  to  the  cultivation  of  the  vine,  that  an  immenfe  ex* 
tent  of  },a^4  m^y  he  allottjsd  to  it.  If  a  regular  confump- 
tion  could  be  eftablLQied,  we  ihould  foon  fee  a  fpace  of 
two  hundred  leagues  covered  with  vineyards*  Tolera-r 
tion,  and  the  mildnefs  of  the  government;  the  profped  of 
a  comfortabU  fituation  would  attrad  cultivators  from  all 
quarters.  They  would  foon  be  in  a  condition  to  fumifh 
wholefome  and  agreeable  liquors  in  plenty  to  Britiih 
America,  and,  perhaps,  the  metropolis  itfelf  might  one 
day  fupply  itfelf  with  wine  from  the  fame  plentiful  fource, 
which  it  unwillingly  purchafes  from  France. 

If  the  republic  of  Holland  ihould  not  confider  as  ima- 
ginary the  dangers  to  which  our  love  of  the  general  good 
of  nations  makes  us  apprehend  her  commerce  may  be 
expofed,  (he  ought  to  omit  no  precaution  to  prevent 
them.  She  mud  conftantly  keep,  in  mind,  that  the  com- 
pany, from  its  beginning  to  the  year  1722,  has  received 
about  fifteen  hundred  ihips,  the  freight  of  which  amounted 
in  India  to  703,366,000  livres  «,  and  has  been  fold  in 
Europe  for  double  that  fum :  that  by  fending  6,000,000  of 
livres  ^  into  India,  annual  returns  of  4.0,000,000  c  are  pro- 
cured, only-  the  fifth  part  of  which  at  moft  is  confumed 
in  the  united  provinces ;  that  at  the  renewal  of  each  grant, 
the  company  has  given  coniiderable  fums  to  the  republic; 
that  it  has  aflKled  the  ilate  whenever  it  has  flood 
jn  need  of  afliflance;  that  it  has  raifed  a  multitude  pf 
private  fortunes,  which  have  prodigioufly  increafed  the 
riches  of  the  nation ;  in  ihort,  that  it  has  doubled,  per- 
haps, trebled  the  adlivity  of  the  metropolis,  by  furnifhing 
^t  with  frequent  opportunities  of  forming  great  enterprizes. 
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Thb  company  cuftotnarily  pay  to  the  ftate  duties  of 
irhport  for  all  the  merchandife  they  receive  from  India* 
By  a  regulation  of  the  loth  of  July  1677,  they  are  an- 
nually to  pay  thirty-two  thoufand  Hvre»*  in  lieu  of  the 
duties  of  export.  They  obtained  the  renewal  of  their 
grant  in  1743,  with  this  formal  fVipulation,  that  the  re- 
public (hotild  receive  three  per  cent,  upon  the  dividend. 

• 

It  is  thought,  however,  that  the  government  have  a  right 
to  derive  greater  advantages  from  an  exclufive  privilege 
of  fuch  importance. 

It  has  always  been  acknowledged  by  all  nations  what-^ 
ever  the  form  of  their  government  might  be,  that  the 
eftates  acquired  in  any  country  ought  to  contribute  to  the 
expences  of  government.  Th^  reafon  of  this  grand 
ipaxim  is  evident  to  all  capacities.  Private  fortunes  are  Tq 
cflentialiy  connected  with  the  profp^ri ty  of  the  public,  that 
when  that  is  injured  the  others  muft  fuiFer  of  courfe.  Thus, 
when  the  fubjeifts  of  a  ftate  ferve  it  with  their  fortunes  or 
theii'  pqrfons,  they  do  nothing  but  defend  their  own  pri- 
vate intereft.  The  profj^erity  of  the  country  i^  the  prof- 
perity  of  each  citizen.  This  maxim,  which  is  true  in  all 
governments,  has  a  particular  propriety  when  applied  to 
free  focie ties. 

Further  than  this,  there  are  bodies  of  men,  whofe  in- 
tereft, either  from  thi^nature  of  thofe  bodies,  their  exten- 
sive relations,  or  the  variety  of.  their  views,  are  more 
eflentially  conneded  with  the  common  intereft.  Of  this 
kind  is  the  India  company  in  Holland.  The  enemies  tQ 
its  trade  are  enemies  to  the  republic ;  and  its  fecurity  is 
cftabli(hed  on  the  fame  bafis.with  th^t  of  the  ftate. 

In  the  opinion  of  men  <)f  the  bcft  difcernroent,  the  na- 
tional del>t  has  feafibly  weakened  the  United  Provinces, 
and  aflfefted  the  general  welfarp,  by  gradually  increafing 
the  load  of  taxes.     The  reput)lic  can  never  be  reftored  to 

•  * 
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mous  biirthen  under  which  it  groans ;  and.  this  relief  B  O  O  K. 
can  only  be  expected  from  a  company,  which  it  has  al-  ^  J-  ,  f 
ways  encouraged,  proteded  and  favoured.  To  place  thi$ 
powerful  body  in  a  fituation  to  render  the  highell  fcrvices 
to  the  country^  it  will  by  no  ipeans  be  necellary  to  reduce 
the  profits  of  the  proprietors  ;  it  will  be  fufficienf  to  bring 
it  back  to  thofe  principles  of  peconomy  and  Simplicity, 
^nd  to  that  plan  pf  adminiftration,  which  laid  the 
foundation  of  its  early  profperity. 

A  REFORMATION  fo  ncccffary  Will  admit  of  no  delay.  Formcrgoo^ 
This  confidence  is  due  to  a  government,  which  has  always  ^he  Dutch, 
endeavoured  to  maintain  a'great  number  of  citizens  within  '«n^/)><'i'' 
itfelf,  and  to  employ  only  a  fmall  part  of  them  in  its  gene^^y/ 
diftant  fettlements.     It  is  at  the  expence  of  all  Europe 
that  Holland  has  continually  increafed  the  number  of  it^ 
fubjedts :    the  liberty  of  confcience  allowed  there,  and  the 
moderation  of  the  laws,  hatve  attraded  all  perfons  who 
were  opprefled  in  a  hundred  different  places  by  a  ipirit  of    ' 
i^i toleration  and  the  feverity  pf  government. 

The  republic  has  procured  means  of  fubfiflence  to  all 
perfons  who  have  been  willing  to  fettle  and  work  among 
t^em:  wehav&feen  at  different  tjmes  the  inhabitants  of  a 
country  fuined  by  war,  fecking  fecurity  and  employ- 
njent  in  Holland. 

AoRicuLTURE  could  nevpr  be  a  confiderable  objed  in 
j^olland,  although  the  land  is  cultivated  to  as  great  a  de« 
gree  of  perfedlion  as  poiTibl^.  Bpt  the  herring  fiihery 
fuppUes  the  place  pf  agriculture.  This  is  a  new  method 
of  fubiiftenpe,  a  fchool  for  feamen.  Bori)  upon  the 
yraters,  they  plough  the  fea,  from  whence  they  gtt  their 
food :  they  grow  familiar  with  florips,  and  learu  without 
jfifque,  to  overcome  dangers. 

The  traffic  of  tranfport  which  the  republic  continu- 
ally carries  on  from  ond  European  nation  to  another,  is 
^fo  a  kind  of  navigation,  which,  without  deflroying  men, 
»lies  them  with  fubliAence  by  labour. 
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In  fhort,  navigation  which  depopulates  a  part  of 
Europe,  peoples  Holland.  It  is  as  it  were  the  produce  of 
the  country.  Her  (hips  are  her  landed  eftates,  which 
jhe  makes  the  moll  of,  at  the  expence  of  the  ftranger. 

Thk  elegant  accommodations  of  life  are  known  in 
Holland  without  being  an  obje6t  of  purfilit :  the  refine- 
ment(  of  behaviour  are  adopted  with  moderation ;  thofe 
of  caprice  they  are  unacquainted  with.  A  fpirit  of  order, 
frugality,  and  even  avarice  prevails  throughout  the  na- 
tion, and  has  been  carefully  kept  up  by  the  government* 

The  colonies  are  conduced  by  the  fame  fpirit.  They 
are  peopled  in  general  with  the  fcum  of  the  nation  or  with 
foreigners ;  but  rigid  laws,  an  equitable  adminiftration, 
an  eafy  fubfiftence,  and  ufeful  labour  foon  infule  morals 
into  thefe  men  who  were  exiled  from  Europe,  becaufe  they 
wanted  them. 

The  fame  deiign  of  preferving  the  population  prevails 
in  the  'military  fyftcm ;  th^  republic  entertains  a  great 
number  of  foreign  troops  in  Europe  ;  and  fome  in  th^ 
colonies. 

The  failors  in  Holland  are  well  paid;  and  foreign 
feamen  are  conftantly  em()loyed  either  on  board  their 
trading  veflels,  or  their  men  of  war. 

For  the  purpofes  of  commerce,  it  is  neceflary  that  har-i 
mony  fliould  be  preferved  at  home,  and  peace  abroad. 
No  people,  except  the  Swifs,  take  more  more  care  to 
keep  on  good  terms  with  their  neighbours ;  and  they 
endeavour,  ftill  more  than  the  Swifs,  to  encourage  peace 
among  them.  The  republic  preferves  unanimity  among 
her  citteens,  by  very  excellent  laws,  which  prefcribe  the 
duties'  of  every  ftation,  by  a  fpeedy  and  difintereftecl 
^dminiftration  of  juftice,  and  by  regulations  admirably 
well  adapted  to  the  merchants.  She  has  fliewn  the  opi- 
nion Ihe  entertains  of  the  neceflity  of  good  faith  by  her 
obfervancc  of  treaties,  and  has  endeavoured  to  inculcate 
the  fame  principle  among  individuals. 

In 
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In  a  word,  we  knoW  of  no  natioD  in  Europe  that  has  BOOK 
confidered  better  what  its  united  advantages  of  dtuation. 


ftiengxiif  and  population  allows  it  to  undertake,  or  that 
has  known  and  followed  more  effe£tualiy  the  means  of 
increafing  both  its  population  and  its  flrength.  Wd 
know  of  none,  which  having  fucb  objeds  'as  an  extenfive 
commerce  and  liberty,  mutually  attra^ing  and  fupport- 
pg  each  other,  hath  condu6^ed  itfelf  in  a  better  manner 
for  the  prefervation  of  both  the  one  and  the  other. 

BvT  bow  are  thefe  manners  already  changed  and  de- 
generated from  the  purity  of  a  republican  government.  Per- 
ibnal  interefts,  which  become  laudable  by  being  combined, 
are  now  totally  felfifh,  and  corruption  is  become  general. 
There  is  no  patriotifm  in  that  country,  which  above  all 
.others  in  the  univerfe  (hould  inipire  its  inhabitants  with 
firmer  attachments.     In  reality,  what  patriotic  fcntiments 
might  we  not  cxpeft  from  a  nation  that  can  fay  to  itfelf; 
this  land  which  I  inhabit;  has  been  fertilized  by  me  ;  'tis 
Iwho  have  embellifhcd,  who  have  created  it.  This  threat- 
ening  fca,  which   deluged  all  our  plains,  rages  in  vain 
againft  the  powerful  dikes  1  have  oppofed  to  its  fury.     X 
have  purified  this  air  which  ftagnant  waters  had  filled  with 
iatal  exhalations.     It  is  by  my  means  that  fupcrb  cities 
ftand-  now  upon  the  (lime  and  mud,  over  whkh  the  ocean 
once  rolled  its  waves.     The  ports  I  have  conftru^ed,  the 
canals  I  have  digged,  receive  the  productions  of  the  v/hole 
liniverfe  which  I  difpenfe  at  pkafure.     The  inheritances 
of  other  nations  are  only  poffefEons  which  man  difputcs 
vith  man ;  that  which  I  (hall  leave  to  my  pofterity,  1  have 
raviihed  from  the  elements  which  confpired  againd  my 
territory,  and  am  now  the  mafter  of  it.     It  is  here  that 
1  have   e(labli(hed  a  new  arrangement  of  nature,  aT.ew 
i^ftem  of  ipanners.   I  have  done  every  thing  where  thefe 
was  nothing.     Air,  land,   government,  liberty,  all  thefe 
pre  my  works.     I  enjoy  the  glory  of  the  paft,  and  when  I 
^ai^  a  look  into  futurity,  I  fee  with  fatisfattion  that  my 
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K  aihes  will  reft  quietly  on  the  fame  fpot  where  my  fore- 
fathers fkw  the  breaking  of  <ftorms« 

What  motives  thefe  for  idolizing  one's  country  I  Yet 
there  is  no  longer  any  public  fpirit  in  Holland :  it  is  a 
whole^  the  parts  of  which  have  no  other  relation  among 
themfelves  than  the  fpot  they  occupy.  Meannefs.,  bafe* 
nefs  and  di(honefly  cbara£^rize  now  the  conquerors  of  Phi- 
lip. They  make  a  traffic  of  their  oath,  as  of  their  prp* 
T^iHons ;  and  they  will  foon  become  the  refufe  of  the  uni- 
verfe,  which  they  had  aftonifhed  by  their  induftry  and  by 
their  virtues. 

Ye  unworthy  members  of  the  government,  under  which 
ye  live,  (hudder  at  leaft  at  the  dangers  thatfurround  you  I 
'  Thofe  who  have  flaviih  fouls  are  not  far  removed  from 
flavery.  The  facred  fire  of  liberty  can  only  be  kept  up 
by  chafte  hands.  Ye  are  not  now  in*  that  ftate  of  anarchy, 
when  the  fovereigns  of  Europe  all  equally  oppofed  by  the 
nobles  in  their  refpedive  ftates,  coGM  not  carry  on  their 
defigns  either  with  fecrecy,  unanimity  or  rapidity ;  when 
the  equilibrium,  of  the  feveral  powers  was  merely  the  ef^ 
fedl  of  their  niutual  debility.  At  prefent,  power  grown  more 
independent,  confirms  thofe  advantages  to  a  monanshy  which 
a  free  ftate  can  never  enjoy.  What  have  republicans  to 
oppofe  to  a  fuperiority  fo  formidable  ?  Their  virtues ;  but 
you  have  loft  them.  The  corruption  of  your  manners, 
and  of  your  roagiftrates,  encourages  every  where  the  de- 
tradlors  of  liberty ;  and,  perhaps,  your  fatal  example  is 
the  means  of  impofing  a  heavier  yoke  on  other  nations. 
What  anfwer  would  you  wi(h  us  to  make  to  thofe  men, 
whoi  either  from  the  prejudice  of  education  or  the  want 
of  honefty,  are  perpetually  telling  us ;  this  is  the  govern- 
ment which  you  extol  fo  much  in -your  writings  ;  thefe  are 
the  happy  confequences  of  that  fyftem  of  liberty  you  hold 
fp  dear.  To  thofe  vices  v/hich  you  have  laid  to  the  charge 
i,:  dcfpotifm,  they  have  added  another,  which  furpafTes 
them  all,   the  inability  to  ftop  the  piogrefs  of  evil.     What 
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ftnfwer    can   be  given  to  fo  fevere  a  fatire  on  demo-  BOOK 
cracy?  "* 

Industrious  Hollanders !  ye  who  were  formerly  fo 
renowned  for  your  bravery,  and  are  at  prefect  fo  diftm-^ 
guifhed  by  your  wealth,  tremble  at  the  idea  of  being  again 
reduced  to  crouch  under  the  rod  you  have  broken,  and 
which  ftiU  hangs  over  you.,  "Would  you  learn  hchv  the 
fpirit  of  commerce  may  be  united  and  prefervcd  with  the 
fpirit  of  liberty  ?  View  from  your  ihores  that  iiland,  and 
thofe  people,  whom  nature  prefents  to  you  as  a  model  for 
your  imitation.  Keep  your  eyes  conftantly  fixed  upon 
England  :  if  the  alliance  of  that  kingdom  has  been  your 
fupport,  its  conduft  will  now  fcrve  you  as  an  inftrudor, 
and  its  example  as  a  guidf^ 
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^nkmentsi  Trade^  anB  Cmqunfts  of  pbe  'MhgU/b  Hi 

'the  ^aft  Indies. 


B  0^0  K  Tjr/E  knb^  hbthHig  eitHdr  6i  the  period  ifi>«(^hich  the 
^_^l^  _^     ^^    Brftilh  iftes  W^re  pedlfled,   itor  o(  Ac  origin   of 
Sketch  of     their  lii*ft  inhabitants.     AH  we  ca^n  learn  from  the  moll 
ilateofthc    authentic    hiftorical   records  i^,    that  they  were  fuccef- 
Enghih        fively  vifited  by  the  Phoenicians;  the  Carthaginians,  and 
the  Gauls.    The  traders  of  thefe  nations  ufed  to  go  there 
to  exchange  earthen  refTelsy   fait,  all  kinds  of  iron,  and 
copper  inftniments,   for  Ikins,  flaves,  hounds,  and  bull- 
dogs, and  efpecially  for  tin.     Their  profits  were  juft  what 
they  pleafed  in  their  dealings  with  favages  equally  igno-» 
rant  of  the  value  of  what  they  fold  or  bought. 

A  LoosK  fpeculation  ^y^uld  lead  us  to  imagine^  that 
iflanders  have  been  the  firft  civilized  people  among  man- 
kind.    Nothing  puts  a  ftop  to  the  excurfions  of  people 
living  on  a  continent :  they  may  get  their  livelihood  and 
I  avoid  fighting  at  the  fame  time.     In  iflands,  war,   and 

the  inconveniences  of  a  too  limited  fociety,  Ihould  fooner 
make  laws  and  treaties  neccflary.  But  whatever  is  the 
reafon  of  it,  we  generally  fee  the  manners  and  the  govern* 
mcnt  of  iflanders  formed  later  and  more  imperfeftly  than 
others.  All  the  traditions  refpecting  Britain,  particularly  , 
confirm  this  afTertion. 

The  Roman  empire  was  not  fufiiciently  durable,  and 
too  eagerly  difputed,  to  improve  in  any  confiderable  de- 
<rree  the  induftry  of  the  Britons.  Even  the  fmall  progrefs 
that  huibandy  and  the  arts  had  made  during  this  period, 

was 


IN  THE  EAST  A^JD  WEST  INDIES.  .^59 

Ws  loft  as  foon  as  that  Kanglity  power  had  detertnincd  BOOK 
to  abandon  this  conqucft;  The  fpirit  of  flavtry  which ^hc 
fouthern  inhabitants  of  Britaih  had  contrafted,  dfcprived 
^hem  of  the  courage  ncceflary  to  rcfift  at  iirft  the  over- 
flowings of  their  neigbours  the  Pids,  who  K^dfaved  them- 
felyes  from  the  yoke  by  flyldg  towards  the  north  of  the 
jfland,  and  prevented  them  afterwards  from  bekig  SiMe  to 
oppofe  the  mote  deftrudtive,  more  obftiivate  and  more 
numerous  expeditions  of  plund^rerft  that  pmired  in  fwarnis 
from  the  more  northern  parts  of  Europe; 

All  nations  were  affe£led  with  this  dreadful  plague^ 
the*  moft  deftruflive,  perhaps,  that  ever  was  recorded  in 

■ 

the  annals  of  the  world  ;  but  the  calamities  which  Great 
Briton  particularly  experienced  are  inexpreilible.  -Every 
year,  feveral  times  even  in  a  year,  her  countries  were  ra- 
vaged, her  houfes  burnt,  her  women  ravilhed,  her  templds 
ftripped,  her  inhabitants  maffacred,  put  to  torture,  or 
enflaved.  All  thefe  misfortunes  fucceeded  each  other 
with  incdhceivable  rapidity.  When  the  country  was  fo  far 
deftroyed  that  nothing  remained,  to  glut  the  avidity  of 
thefe  barbarians,  fhey  feized  on  the  land  itfelf.  One 
nation  fucceeded  another. '  One  troop  fupervening,  ex- 
pelled or  exterminated  the  one  that  was  already  eftablifhed; 
and  this  fucccfllon  of  revolutions,  conftantly  kept  up  in- 
dolence, miftruft  and  niifery.  In  thefe  diipirithig  times, 
the  Britons  had  fcarce  .any  commercial  conneftion  with 
the  continent.  Exchanges  were  even  fo  rare  amongft 
them,  that  it  was  necfelFary  to  have  witneiies  for  the  fale 
of  the  leaft  trifle. 

StrcH  was  the  fituation  of  affairs,  when  William  the 
Conqueror  fubdued  Great  Britain  a  little  while  after  the 
middle  of  the  eleventh  century.  Kis  followers  came  from 
countries  rather  more  civilized,  more  aftive,  and  more 
induArious,  than  thofe  they  came  to  fettle  in.  Such  a 
communication  ought  naturally  to  have  redified,  and  en- 
larged the  ideas  of  the  conquered  people.  The  introduc- 
tion 
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B  Q  O  K  tioa  of  the  feudal  government  occaiioned  fo  fpeedy  and 
fo  completo  a  revolution  in  matters  of  property,  that  every 
thing  was  thrown  into  confufion. 

The  minds  of  men  were  fcarcely  fettled,  and  the  con- 
querors, and  the  conquered  had  but  juft  begua  to  confider 
themfelres  as  one  and  the  f^nte  people,  when  the  abilities 
and  ftrcagth  of  the  nation  were  engaged  in  fupporting 
the  pretenfions  of  their  fovereigns  to  the  crown  of  France. 
In  thefe  bbftinate  wars,  the  Engiiih  difplayed  military  ta« 
lents  and  courage ;  but  after  feveral  gi*eat  efforts,  and  coi^- 
fiderablfe  focoefs,  they  were  forced  back  into  their  illand, 
Where  domeftic  troubles  expofed'  them  to  frefti  calamities 

DtritjNG  thefe  different  periods,  the  whole  .commerce 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  Jews  and  the  bankers  of  Lorn- 
bardy,  who  were  alternately  favoured  and  robbed,  cod- 
Udered  as.  ufeful  perfons,  and  condemned  to  death,  ex- 
pelled and  recalled :  thefe  tumults  were  increafed  by  the 
audacity  of  the  pirates,  who  being  fometimes  protected 
by  the  government^  with  which  they  fliared  their  fpoils, 
attacked  all  iliips  indifcriminately,  and  frequently  fank 
their  crew^.  The  intereft  of  money  was  at  fifty  per  cent. 
Leather,  fursi  buttcri  lead,  ai)d  tin  were  the  only  things 
exported  from  England,  at  a  very  moderate  rate,  and 
thirty  thbufand  facks  of  Wool,  which  returned  anfiually 
a  more  confiderablc  fum.  As  the  EngHfh  were  then  to- 
tally unacquainted  with  the  art  of  dying  thefe  wool, 
and  manufasSturing  them  with  elegance,  the  greateft  part 
of  this 'money  returned.  To  remedy  this  inconvenience, 
foreign  manufafturers  were  invited,  and  the  people  were 
prohibited  from  wxaring  any  cloaths  that  were  not  of 
home  manufadure.  At  the  fame  time,  the  exportation  of 
manuTadured  wool,  and  wrought  iron  was  forbidden ; 
twol^ws  altogether  worthy  of  the  age-in  which  they  were 
inftitutcd. 

Henry  the  Seventh  permitted  the  barons  to  difpoTe 
of  their  lands,  and  the  common  people  to  buy  them. 

This 
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This  regulation  diminiflied  the  Inequality  which  fubfifted  BOOK 
before  between  the  fortunes  of  the  lords  and  their  vaflals ; 
it  made  the  latter  more  ihd^pehdant;  dnd  infpired  the 
people  with  the  deflre  of  enriching  fhemfelveSy  and  thtf 
expectation  of  enjoying  their  riches.  There  wer^  inany 
t>bftacles  to  thil  wiih>  and  this  hope ;  fome  of  which  vrtrt 
removedi  The  company  of  merchants  eftablifhed  at  Lon- 
don vas  prevented  from  exading  in  future  the  fum  of  oM 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  feventy-five  livres  *  from  each  of 
the  other  merchants  in  the  l^ingdom,  defirous  of  trading 
at  the  great  fairs  of  the  low  cdun tries  .\  In  brdkt  tO  fix  a 
greater  nuitibef  of  people  fay  Che  labodrs  of  hufl>andry,  it 
i(rzs  enadbcdy  that  nb  peffon  ihould  put  his  Ibn  or  daughttei* 
out  to  any  kind  of  apprentic6ihip»  without  being  poflefled 
of  a  rent  of  twenty- two  livres  ten  fols^  in  landed  property ; 
this  abfurd  law  was' afterwards  mitigated. 

Unportvnatbly  that  law  which  regulated  the  price 
bf  all  forts  ttf  provifions,  of  woollen,  of  workmen's  wages^ 
bf  fluflfiSf  and  of  cloathing,  was  maintained  in  its  foil 
fofce.  Other  impediments  even  were  thrown  in  the  wky 
of  commerce,  on  account  of  fome  pernicious  coitibinatlohs 
that  were  fet  on  foot.  The  loan  of  money  at  Inrereil,  and 
the  profits  of  exchange  were  kr\&\y  prohibited,  as  ufuriobt 
in  themfelves^  or  calculated  to  introduce  ufury.  The  ex-* 
portation  of  money  in  zty  kind  of  form  was  forbidden ; 
and,  ih  ofder  to  prevent  foreign  merchants  from  carrying 
it  clandeftinely  away,  they  wei'e  coinpelled  to  thange  into 
£ngti{h  merchandize  the  intire  produce  of  the  goods  they 
had  brought  into  England.  The  exportation  of  hbrfes  Was 
liktfWife  prohibited ;  and  the  people  were  not  fufficiently 
enlightened  to  difcover  that  fuch  a  prohibition  would  ne- 
cedarily  caufe  the  propagation  and  improvement  of  th» 
fpecies  to  be  negledted.  At  length  corporations  Were  efta- 
bliflied  in  all  the  towns ;  that  is  to  fay»  the  ftate  autho- 
rized all  p^rfons  of  the  fame  profeflion,  to  make  fuch 
regulations  as  they  fhould  think  neceilary  for  their  exclufive 

ft  681.  iZu  iflU}  ^Kctf  Aos« 

Vol.  I,  R  prefer- 
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K  prefervatioa  and  faccefs.    The  nation  is  ftili  opprefle^ 
wUh  A  regulation  fo  contrary  to  general  kiduftry,  and 

.  ii^hich  rediices  every  thing  to  a  kind  of  monopoly. 

Upok  coniideriDg  fuch  a  nusnber  of  ftrange  laiHrs,  we 
might  be  induced  td  thmk  that  Henry  was  either  indkEk- 
rent  ^bont  the  proiperity  of  his  kpgdom,  or  that  he  was 

.  totaUy  deficient  in  underftanding.  Neverthelefsy  it  is  cer- 
tain that  this  prince,  maugre  his  extreme  amrice»  ofteti 
lent  cpnfid^rabie  fums  of  money^  without  intereft,  ta 
merchants- who  had  not  property  Xufficient  to  carry  on  the 
fchem^s  they  had  planned :  befides,  the  wifdom  of  his  go- 
verDBEi^t  is  fo  well  confirmed,  that  he  is  accounted  with 
teafon«  one  of  the  greateft  monarchs  that  ever  filled  the 
throne  of  Ei^glaad.  But>  notwithftanding  ail  the  efforts 
of  genius^  it  requires  a  fucceifion  of  ieveral  ages  before 
any  fcience  can  be  reduced  to  finiple  principles,  ft  is  the 
fame  thing  with  theories  as  with.machines»  which  are 
always  very  complicated  at  firft,  and  which  are  only  freed 
in  the  courfe  of  time  by  obfervation  and  experience,  from 
thqfe  ufelefs  wheels  which  only  ferved  to  increafe  t^heir 
fridions. 

TH£  knowledge  of  the  fucceecUng  reigns  was  not  much 
more  extenlive  upon  thoie  matters  we  are  treating  of. 
Some  Flemings,  fettled  in  England,  were  the  only  good 
workmen  in  thefe  branches;  they  were  almoil  always  in- 
fulted  and  opprefTed  by  the  EngUfh  workmen^  who  were 
jealous  withinit  emulation :  they  complained  that  all  the 
cuilomers  went  to  the  Flemings,  and  they  raifpd  ^le  price 
of  corn.  The  government  adopted  thefe  popular  preju^ 
dices,  and  forbad  all  firangers  to  employ  more  than  .two» 
workmen  in  their  ihops«  The  mercbaBts  were  npt  better 
treated  than  the  workmen^  and  thofe  ereti  wfio  Were  aa-' 
turalized,  were  obliged  to  pay  the  fame  duties  as  the  aliens* 
Ignorance  was  fo  general,  that  the  cultivation  9f  the  bell 
lands  was  p^gleded^  in  order  to  convert,  them  into  pailure 
lands,  even  at  the  time  that  the  number  of  iheep,  which 

might 

ft 


t-M  TH^  EAST  AMD  WEST  INDiSfl.  *ff 

feigbt  be  in  one  lock,  was  tonfia^  bf  the  laws  to  twb  B  0  O  M. 
Ihoufaod.  All  mercailtile  coitefpondences  were  confined 
ia  the  low  countries.  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  prorinCei 
bought  the  Englifli  laerchandize^  and  circulated  them 
through  the  different  pax'ts  of  Europe.  It  id  probable  that 
the  nation  would  not  have  made  an^  coniiderabk  figtirc 
for  a  long  time,  without  a  concnrirence  of  fairoarabk  dr- 
tumftancec. 

Thb  Duke  ef  Alva's  i^nielties  drove  fevtral  able  mann^ 
faftufers  into  Englahdi  who  carried  the  art  of  tiie  fine 
Flemiih  mahufa^lures  ttf  London*  The  perfecutiolis  HrhicH 
the  proteftants  fuffered  in  France  fupplied  England  with 
ivorkmen  of  all  kindst  Elizabeth,  ithpatient  of  contra-^ 
didion,  but  knowiilg  aiid  defirotis  of  dmng  what  was 
rights  it  once  cleQ>otic  and  popvkri  wkh  the  advftntttgtfii 
Of  a  good  undetifainding,  and  of  being  propetiy  obe^ed^ 
Hvailed  herfelf  of  the  fermentation  of  people's  minds,  as 
prevalent  throughout  M  her  dorhinibiis  as  through  the 
teft  of  Europe  $  and  while  this  ferihentation  produced 
limongft  other  people  nothing  but  theological  dtfputesi 
and  civil  or  foreign  wars,  in  England  it  gave  tiie  to  a 
iirdj  emulattOn  fbr  commel-eei  ahd  for  the  improvement 
lat  navigation. 

Tna  Edglifli  learned  to  build  thdif  ihips  at  home,  which 
.they  bought  before  of  the  merchants  of  Lubec  and  Ham-^ 
.bourg.  They  were  foon  the  only  perfons  who  traded  to 
Mufcovy  by  the  way  of  Atchangel  juft  difcovered ;  and 
they  prefehHy  daale  in  competition  with  the  Aflatie  towna 
.in  Geniiatiy»  and  in  tbo  north.  They  began  tO  trade  with 
Turky.  Severall  of  their  navigators  attempted,  though 
in  ysaxtg  (o  dtfeover  a  paiTage  to  India  by  the  noirthern 
/e«s.  At  kngdi  Drake,  Stephens,  Caventfifli,  and  Ibme 
others,  reaebed  that  place,  fome  by  the  fouth  fta,  and 
others  by  doubling  the  Cape  of  Good  Hopt. 

The  ihocefs  of  thele  voyages  was  fufficient  to  detefmine  p^ril  vt^ 
the  mefi  able  merchants  of  London  to  eftaUifh  a  company  !F»,.o^  ^a 

R  a  la  lodM. 
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•  ^T?  *  "*  *^  y^s^  '^? »  whfch  obtained  an  extlufive  prWlcg« 
of  trading,  to  the  £aft  Indies.  The  a€fc  which  granted 
this  pmilege,  fixed  it  for  fifteen  years  t  it  declared,  that 
if  It  flioald  prove  ^injurious  to  the  ftatt>  it  ihoald  be 
aanulledy  and  the  company  fupprefTed^  l)y  giving  two 
^ears  previous  noriee  to  its  members^ 

Tif  is  claufe  of  referve  was  owing  to  fho  dil^leafhre^  the 
commons  ha<i  lately  fhewn  on  account  of  a  grant,  the 
novelty  of  which  might  poifibly  offend  them.  The  queen 
had  returoed  to  the  hoofs,'  and  had  fpoken  on  this  occa^ 
fioa  in  a  manner  worthy  to  icrve  as  a  lelTon  to  all  fove-*^ 
reigns* 

**  Ghntlbmbje,'*  faid  fiie  to  the  members  of  the  houfe 

commifljoned  to  return  her  thanks,  "  I  am  extremely  fen^ 

«<  iible  of  your  attachment,  and  of  the  care  you  have 

taken  to  give  me  an  authentic  teftimony  of  it.     This 

affedion  for  my  perfon  had  determined  yon  to  apprize 

me  of  a  fault  I  had  inadvertently  fallen  into  from  igno<» 

•'  ranee,  but  in  which  my  will  had  no  fhare.    If  your  vigi- 

'<  lance  bad  not  difcovered  to  me  the  mifchicfs  which  my. 

**  miilake  might  have  producedi  what  pain  fliould  I  not 

•*  have  felt~I,  who  have  nothing  dearer  to  me  than  the 

**  affedion  and  prefervation  of  my  people  i  May  my  hand 

fuddcnly  wither,  may.  my  heart  be  llruck  at  once  with 

a  deadly  blow,  befone  I  ihall  ever  grant  particular  pri- 

*'  vileges  that  my  fubjefts  may  have  reaibn  to  complain  of. 

**  Hie  fplendpur  of  the  throne  has  not  fo  far  dazzled  my 

eyes,   that  I  fhould  prefer  the  abufe  of  an  unbounded 

authority  to  the  qfe  of  a  power  exercifed  by  juflice. 

*'  The  brilliancy  of  royalty  Winds  only  thofe  princes  who 

*f  are  ignorant  of  the  duties  that  the  crown  impofes*     I 

«'  dare  believe  that  I  ihall  not  be  ranked  among  Aich 

«•  monarchs.     I  know  that  I  hold  not  the  feeptre  for  my 

••  own  proper  advantage,  and  that  I  am  entirely  devoted 

"  to  fociety,  which  has  put  its  confidence  in  me.    It  is 

"  my  happincfs  to  fee  that  the  ftatc  has  hitherto  profpered 

**  under 
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«*  under  my  gorcrnracDt }  and  that  my  rub]e£^s  arc  wor-  B  O  O  K- 
^f  thy  that  I  ihould  yield  up  my  crown  and  my  lif^  for 
**  their  Ukts>    Impute  not  to  me-  the  improper  meafores 
**  I  may  be  engaged  in,  nor  tKe'^iriegukuities  which  may 
*!  bf  committed  under  thp  fanQion  of  my  name.    You 
**  }inow  that  the  minifters  of  princes  are  too  often  guided 
«f'  by  privatse  interefts,  that  truth  feldom  reaches  the  ears 
**  of  kings,  and, that  obliged  as  they  are«  from  the  multi* 
plicity  of  affairs  they  are  laden  with,  to  fix  their  atten* 
tion  on  thofe  which  are  of  the  greateft  importance^  it 
is  impoflible  they  Ihould  fee  every  thing  with  th^if  QWi| 
"  eyes.'* 

The  funds  of  this  company  were,  at  firft  far  froip  be- 
ing  confiderajble.    Part  of  them  was  expended  in  fitting 
«  out  a  fleet  of  four  ihips  which  failed  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1601 ;  andi  the  reft  wasfent  abroad  in  money  and. 
mcrchandife. 

LANCASTEa*  who  coipmanded  the  expedition,  arrived 
the  year  following  at  the  port  of  Achen,  which  was  at 
that  time  a  celebrated  mart.  Intelligence  was  received 
of  the  vidories  gained  by  the  Engliih  over  the  Spaniards 
at  fea ;  and  this  intelligence  procured  hini  a  very  diilin- 
guilhed  reception.  The  king  behaved  to  him  in  the  fame 
manner  as  if  he  had  been  his  equal ;  he  ordered  that  his 
own  wives  richly  habited,  (hould  play  feveral  dances  in 
his  prefence^  on  a  variety  of  inftruments.  This  fa- 
vour  was  followed  by  all  the  compliances  that  could  be 
wi(bed  for  to  facilitate  the  eftablilhment  of  a  fafe  and. 
advantageous  commerce*  The  Englifh  admiral  was  re- 
.  ceived  at  Bantam  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  th^  plac^ 
where  he  firft  landed ;  and  a  fliip  which  he  had  difpatched 
to  the  Molucca  iflands,  brought  him  a  confiderable  csrgo 
of  cloves  and  m^tmegs.  With  thefe  valuable  fpices,  and 
t)ie  pepper  he  took  in  at  Java  and  Sumatraj^  he  returned 
f^fe  to  Europe. 
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3  O  O  K  Thh  early  fiiccefe  determiDcd  thefociety  who  luad  1114 
trufted  their  if^tensfts  in  tbie  hands  of  this  able  man>  t4 
fenn  ftttlements  in  India ;  but  not  without  the  conCent 
of  the  native.  They  did  not  wiA  to  begin  with  coftquoft^. 
Their  expeditiops  were  nothing  more  than  the  enterprizefif 
pf  humane  and  fair  traders.  They  made  themfelyes  be- 
loTed :  but  they  gained  nothing  by  this  good  imprefliop, 
fxcept  a  few  faAories>  and  were  in  no  conditio^  tp  fuftain 
the  attempts  of  their  rivals  who  were  very  formidabfc. 

The  Portugu^fe  and  Dutch  w^re  in  pofleffioh  of  large 
provinces,  well  fortified  places,  and  good  harboqrs.  By 
thefe  advantages  their  trade  was  fecured  againft  the  na« 
tives  of  the  country,  and  againft  new  competitors ;  thcip 
feturn  to  Europe  was  rendered  eafy ;  and  they  had  op^ 
portunitics  of  getting  a  good  fale  for  the  commoditie$ 
they  carried  to  Afia,  and  to  purchafe  thofe  they  wantecf 
at  a  moderate  price.  The  Englilh,  on  the  contrary,  ex- 
pofed  to  the  caprice  of  feafons  and  pf  people,  having  noi 
ftrength,  or  place  of  fecurity,  and.  deriving  their  fuppljes 
iVom  England  only,  could  not  carry  on  an  advantageous 
trade.  They  found  how  difficult  it  was  to  i^cquire  great 
riches  without  great  injuftice,  and  that  if  they  would  fur-' 
pafs  or  even  equal  the  nations  they  had  cenfured, ;  they 
jnuft  purfue  the  fame  conduft. 

The  plan  of  forming  lafling  fettlements,  and  of  at- 
tempting conquefts  feemed  too  great  to  be  accomplifhed 
by  the  forces  of  an  infant  fociety :  but  they  flattered 
/hcmfelves  that  they  (hould  meet  with  protection,  becaufe 
they  thought  themfelves  ufeful.  They  were  difappointed 
in  their  expeftations.  They  could  obtain  nothing  from  ^ 
James  L  a  weak  prince,  infefted  with  the  falfe  philofo- 
phy  of  his  age,  of  a  fubtile  and  pedantic  genius,  aqd  bet- 
ter qualified  to  be  the  head  of  an  rmiverfity  thap  to  pre- 
fide  over  an  empire,  By  their  adlivity,  perfeverance,  and 
judicious  choice  of  ofiicers  and  fadors,  the  company  provided 
thofe  fuccQurs  which  were  refufed  them  by  their  fovereign. 

They 
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» 

They  cteftcd  forts,  and  founded  colonies  in  the  iflands  of  BOOK 

111 
Jilva,   Poteron,    Amboyna,   and  Banda.     They  liloewire 

fliarod  the  fpice-trade  with  the  Disteh^  #faicb  wjll  always 

be  the  moft  cdrtain  branch  of  caftern  commerce,  becau& 

the  ohjeds  <^  it  are  bec^^me  neceflary  articles  of  life.    I^ 

was  of  more  importance  at  the  time  we  arc  fpeaking  of,' 

becaufe  the  extravagance  of  fancy  had  not  then  made  fo 

much  progrefs  in  Europe  as  it  has  done  finc^,  and  be- 

^aufe  there  was  not  that  prodigious  demand  for  India 

linens,  fluffs,  teas,  and  Chinefe  yarnifh,  that  there  is  at 

prefent. 

The  Dutch;  who  had  driven  the  Portuguefc  from  the  p-futesbe- 
fpice-iflands,  never  intended  to  fuffer  a  nation  to  fpttl0  twccn  the 
there,  whofe  maritime  force,  charadcr,  and  government,  j^ch.  ^ 
,  would  make  them  formidable  rivals.     They  had   many 
advantages  on  thpir  fide,   fuch  as   powerful  colonies;  ^, 
wellexcrcifed  navy,  firm  alliances,  a  great  fund  of  wealth, 
a  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  of  the  principles  and 
Retails  of  commerce,  which  the  English  wanting,  were  at- 
tacked in  all  pofltble  ways. 

The  ftrfl  ftep  their  rival  took  was  to  drive  them  from 
the  fertile  places  where  they  had  formed  fettlements.  In 
the  iflands  where  their  power  was  lefs  cftabli(hed,  they 
endeavoured,  by  accttfations,  equally  void  of  truth  and  de* 
cency,  to  make  them  odious  to  the  natives  of  the  coun- 
try. Thefe  ftiameful  expedients  not  meeting  with  all  the 
fuccefs  the  Dutch  expefted,  thofe  avaritious  traders  re- 
folved  to  proceed  to  ads  of  violence.  An  extraordinary 
occafion  brought  on  the  commencement  of  hoflilitici^ 
fooncr  than  was  expefted. 

It  is  a  cuftom  at  Java  for  the  new  married  women  to 
difputc  with  their  hu(bands  the  firft  favours  of  love.  This 
kind  of  contcfl  which  the  men  take  a  pride  in  terminating 
immediately,  and  the  women  in  protrafting  as  long  as  pof- 
Jlble,  fometimes  lafls  feveral  weeks.  The  king  of  Bantam 
having  overcome  the  refiflance  of  a  new  bride  made  pub- 

R  ^  ,       li<^ 
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B  o  o  c  lie  entertainmekts  in  celebration  of  hU  triiunph,  Th4 
ftrangers  in  the  harbour  were  invited  to  tlicfe  feftiTals^ 
Unhappily  fpr  them  the  Englifh  were  treated  with  tod 
inuch  diftin^on.  The  Dutch  looked  with  a  jealous  eye 
upon  this  preference,  fnd  did  not  defer  revenge «  raoii 
ment.    Tb^  a^ttacked  them  on  ^U  fidei. 

The  Indian  ocea^  became,  at  this  period,  the  fcene  of 
the  moft  bjoody  engageipeut^  between  th^  n^aritime  forces 
pf  the  two  nations.  Th^y  fought  out,  attacked,  .and 
combated  each  other  with  the  fpirit  of  men  who  choie  to^ 
conquer  or  die.  Equal  courage  appeared  on  both  fides, 
but  there  was  ^  difp^rity  in  their  ibrces.  The  Englifh 
^ere  oq  the  point  of  being  overcome,  \vhen  fome  mode-i 
rate  people  in  Europe,  which  ^the  llames  of  wa|-  had  not 
feached^  ^deavoured  to  find  out  the  means  of  accomn 
modating  their  differei\ces.  By  ai^  infatuation,  which  i^ 
is  not  eafy  to  explain  the  paufc  of«  the  very  f^ang^fl.  of  all 
was  adopted. 

Jn  1619  the  two  companies  figned  a  treaty,  the  purport 
of  which  was  that  the  Mohicca  iiUnds,  Amboyna,  and 
3anda,  ihould  belong  in  common  to  the  two  nations: 
that  the  Eogiiih  fliould  have  one  third,  and  the  Dutch 
two  thirds  of  the  produce  at  a  fixed  price :  that  each,  in 
proportion  to  their  intereft^  Should  contribute  to  the  de-» 
fence  of  thcfe  iflands :  thiit  a  council  compofed  of  ikilfui 
men  of  both  parties,  fhoyld  regulate  all  the  affairs  of 
commerce'  at  Batavia^:  Th^it  this  agreement,  guaranteed 
by  the  reipe£tive  fovereigiis  fhould  laft  twenty  ye)|rs;  and 
that  if  any  differences  ihould  arife,  during  this  interval, 
that  could  not  i>c  fettled  by  the  two  companies,  they 
fhould  be  determined  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  States-general.  Among  all  the  poUdc^l  convention^ 
preferved  in  hiftory,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  more 
extraordinary  one  than  this.    It  had  the  fate  it  deferved. 

The  Dutch  were  no  fooner  informed  of  it  Jn  India,  than 
tbe^  devifcd  means  to  render  it  ineffe<lua}.    The  fituatio^ 
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•f  affairs  fyvoani  their  defi^n*.  The  Spaiuards  and  the  B  ^  O  ^ 
Portugueii^  h^d  takea  advantage  of  the  difputes  between 
their  ^p^mi^,  to  r«g9^n  their  iettiementa  in  the  Moluccas* 
They;,9ight  fortify  themfelves  there;  aiid  it  .was  dan- 
gejrous  to  give  then  ti^ne.  The  Eogliih  coptuniflafies  con- 
curred with  them  ia  opinion  that  it  would  be  heft  to  attack 
theca  without  delay;  but  added,  that  they  wer^  not  at 
all  prepared  to  aft  in  coQfcert  with  them.  This  declara- 
tion, which  was  expedcd,  was  regiftere^;  and  their  alio- 
ciates  embarked  alone  in  an  expedition,  all  the  adv^-. 
tAges  of  which  they  referved  to  thfupfelyes*  The  agents 
of  the  Dutph  cpmpany  had  only  one  ftop  ^uthf r  to  go, 
to  get  all  the  fpices  into  the  hands  of  their  mafters»  which 
was  to  drivp  their  rivals  from  the  ifland  of  Aipboyna* 
The  method  bv  which  they  fucceeded  in  their  projeft  was 
very.  ejjptrsLordinary, 

A  Japan ssE>  in  the  Dutch  (enrice  at  Amboyna,  made 
bimfelf  fufpeded  by  his  imprudent  curiofity.  He  was 
frized,  and  confefied  that  he  had  Gitered  into  an  engage- 
jnen(  with  the  foldiers  of  his  nation  to  deliver  up  the  fort 
to  the  £pglifh«  His  conorades  confirmed  his  account^ 
ipaking  the  fame  confeflion*  Upon  thefe  unanimous  de- 
pofitions,  the  authors  of  the  con^Acy,  who  did  not  dif- 
^vow»  but  even  acknowledged  it,  were  put  in  irons :  and 
the  plot  was  iti^ed  in  the. death  of  the  criminals  by  the 
^ands  of  juftice«    T^is  is  th^  account  given  by  the  Dutch. 

Thb  Engliib  iia¥«  alirays  confiderefl  this  accuiation  as 
the  fuggeftion  cf  an  unbounded  avaripe.  They  have 
maintained  that  it  was  abfurd  to  fuppoie,  that  ten  factors 
^nd  ^even  £o>reig»  foldiers  could  have  formed  the.  project 
pf  feizing  upon  a  place*  wh}cl|  was  garrifoned  by  two 
hundred  men:  that  evcp  if  thefe  unhappy  men  had  thought 
it  poflible  to  execute  fo  e>^tr^vagant  a  plan,  would  they 
not  have  beea  difcouraged  by  the  impoffibility  of  ob« 
fining  fuccours  ta  defend  them  againft  an  enemy  who 
^9ul^  have  b^ged  tl^ci|i  pn  all  fides  i  To  make  a  coq^ 

fpiracv 
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BOOK  ipiracy  of  tfii»  lind  probable^  it  requires  ftrongcr  proof 
%it^^^i^j  than  a  cohftS&ort  extorted  from  the  accufed  by  «xtre* 
mity  of  tortnre.  The  torments  of  the  rack  never  af- 
forded any  other  proof,  than  th^t  of  the  co>iirage  or 
weaknefs  of  thoft  whom  barbarous  caftom  condemned 
to  it.  Thefe  confide  rations,  ftrengthened  by  feveral 
others,  almofb  ^iqnaily  conmcmg,  havemade  the  flory  of 
the  confpiracy  of  Amb<03ma  fo  fiffpe6tedy  that  it  has' 
commonly  pafled  for  a  cioak  to  palliate  cruelty  and 
araricc. 

Thi  mittiftry  of  James  I.  and  tbe  whole  nation  were 
at  that  time  fo  engaged  tn  ecelefiafticid  fubtihies/  and 
t4ie  difcuffion  of  the  rights  of  king  and  people,  that 
they  were  not  fcnfible  of  the  infults  offered  to  the  Englifh 
name  iiv  the  Eafl.  This  indifference  produced  a  caution 
which  foon  degenerated  into  weaknefs.  Thefe  iflanders, 
however,  maintained  the  bravery  of  their  charader  better 
at  Coromandei  sfnd  IV^labar. 
Difpotesof  They  had  eftablifhed  faftorics  at  Mazulipatam,  Ca* 
wiih^hf  ^*^  licut,  and  feveral  other  ports,  and  even  at  Delhi.  Surat, 
Fortugoefe.  the  ricfaeit  mart  in  thefe  countries,  tempted  their  am* 
bition  in  i6u.  The  inhabitants  were  difpofed  to  receive 
them  :  but  the  Portugnefe  declared,  that  if  they  fuffered 
this  nation  to  make  a  fettlement,  they  would  burn  aH  the 
towns  upon  the  coaft,  and  feize  all  the  Indian  vfefTels. 
The  govemmeht  was  awed  by  thefe  menaces.  Middle- 
ton,  difappointed  in  his  hopes,  was  obliged  to  abandon 
the  place,  and  return  through  a  niraierous  fleet  to  which 
he  did  more  damage  than  he  received. 

Captain  Thomas  Beft  arrived  in  thefe  latitudes  the 
year  following,  with  a  very  confidcrable  force.  He 
was  received  at  S\irat  without  any  oppofition.  The 
agents  he  carried  out  with  him  had  fcarce  entered  upon 
their  employments  when  a  formidable  armament  from  Goa 
made  its  appearance.  The  Englifli  admiral,  reduced  to  this 
alternative,  cither  of  betraying  the  interefts  he  was  in- 

truHed 
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tnifted  wkh,  or  of  expofing  hkufelf  to  the  gretteft  danger  BOOK 
ki  defendkig  them,  did  not  hefitate  what  part  he  ihould 
a6b.  He  twice  atmcked  the  Pdrfuguefe*  and  notwith^ 
ftandiRg  the  great  inferiority  of  hfs  f<|ttadron>  gained  the 
wiOsory  oaeh  tiMie.  However,  the  iMlrantage  the  Yan- 
quifhed  derived  from  th^ir  pofitifti,  their  ports,  ai^  their 
fortrc&bs,  always  made  the  Ei^glilh  lyavigation  in-  the  Gur 
zajrat  Tery  dtfficttlt.  They  were  obliged  to  oraotai^  ^ 
fonftant  ftruggle  againft  an  obftinate  enemy  tfkat  was  not 
difcouraged  by  defeat^.  No  traoquiUity  was  to  be  obtained^ 
)>atat  the  price  of  new  coAtefts  and  new  triumphs. 

Ths  newt  of  theie  glorious  fiiccefiea  againft  a  nation  TheEnsriuh 
which  had  hitherto  been  thongbt  invincible,  reached  as  ^™;  ^°^* 


tions 


far  as  the  capital  of  Perfia.  with  Ptrfia. 

Tbis  vaftcouatry,  ib  celebrated' in  antiqi^ty,  appear-*  ^    ' 

ed  to  have  been  free  at  the  ftrft  inftitution  of  its  govern^ 
Rient.  The  monarchy  rofe  upon  the  ruins  of  a  depraved 
l^epublic.  The  Perfians  were  long  happy  under  this  form 
of  government :  their  manners  wer^  as  fimple  as  their 
^aws«  At  length  the  fprit  of  conqueft  infufed  itfelf  iqto 
the  fovereigns.  At  that  time  the  treafur^s  of  Aiiyria>  the 
^ils  of  many  trading  nations,  and  t^e  tribute  arifing 
from  a  yaft  number  of  provinces,  brought  immenfe  riches 
into  the  empire,  which  foon  occaiioned  a  total  alteration. 
The  diforders  rofe  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  the  care  of  the 
eublic  amufements  feemled  to  engage  the  chief  attention  of 
jgovernment, 

A  PEOPLB  totally  devoted  to  pleafure  could  not  fail  in  a 
^ort  time  to  be  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  flavery.  They  were 
fucceifively  enflaved  by  the  Macedonians,  t^  Parthians, 
the  Arabians,  and  the  Tartars^  and  towards  the  dofe  o( 
|he  fifteenth  century  by  the  Sophis,  who  pretended  to  be 
the  defcendents  of  Aiy,  author  of  tjbe  famous  reforma*- 
fion,  by  which  Mohammpdanifin  was  ^vidcd  into  two 

branchesr 
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No  prince  of  this  new  race  made  himfelf  fo  famous  ta 
Schah- Abbas,  furnamed  the  Great.  He  conquered  Can* 
dahar^  feveral  places  of  importance  upon  the  Black  Sea^ 
part  of  Arabia,  and  drove  the  Turks  out  of  Georgia, 
^rm^nia,  Mefbpotamia,  and  all  the  countries  they  had 
conquered  on  this  fide  the  Euphrates, 

These  vidories  produced  remarkable  changes  in  the 
interior  adminiftration  of  the  empire.  The  great  men  took 
advantage  of  the  civil  broils  to  make  themfelves  indepen- 
dent ;  they  were  degraded,  and  all  pofts  of  confequence 
were  given  to  ftrangers,  who  ^  had  neither  the  power 
nor  inclination  to  raife  fadions.  The  militia  having 
taken  upon  themfelves  to  difpofe  of  the  crown  at  their 
pleafure ;  they  were  reftrained  by  foreign  troops,  wbofe 
religion  and  cuftoms  were  different.  Anarchy  had  ili« 
clined  the  people  to  fedition;  and  to  prevent  this,  the  towns 
and  villages  were  filled  with  colonies  chofen  out  of  nations 
whofe  manners  and  character  bore  no  refemblance  to  thofe 
of  the  ancient  inhabitants.  Thefe  arrangements  gave  rife 
to  a  defpotifm  the  moft  abfolute,  perhaps,  that  any  country 
ever  experienced. 

It  is  furprizing  how  the  great  Abbas  found  means  to 
introduce  into  this  government,  which  trampled  on  the 
natural  rights  of  mankind,  feme  defigns  for  the  public 
advantage.  He  patronized  the  arts,  and  efcablifhed  them 
at  court,  and  in  the  provinces*  All  who  came  into  his 
dominions,  if  they  pofTelTed  talents  of  any  kind,  were 
fure  of  being  well  received,  aiJSfted,  and  rewarded.  He 
would  often  fay,  that  ftrangers  were  the  beft  ornaments  of 
an  empire,  and  added  more  to  a  prince's  dignity  than  the  * 
pomp  of  the  moil  refined  luxury. 

While  Perfia  was  rifing  from  its  ruins  by  the  different 
branches  of  indufrry  that  were  every  where  eftabliihed,  a 
colony  of  Armenians,  tranfplanted  to  Ifpahan,  carried  the 
fptrit  of  commerce  into  the  heart  of  the  empire.  In  a  little 
time,  thefe  traders,  and  the  natives  of  the  country  who 

'  followed' 
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followed  their  example,  fpread  themfelvcs  over  the  Eaft,  ^  O  O  IC 
into    Holland,   England,     the    Mediterranean    and  the 
Baltic,  and  wherever  buiinefs  was  carried  on  with  fpirit 
^i^d  advailtage.    The  Sophi  himfelf  bore  a  part  in  their 
enterprises,  and  advanced  them  coniiderable  fuths,  which 
they  emplbyed  to  advantage  in  the  moft  celebrated  marti ' 
in  the  world.     They  were  obliged  to  return  the  capital 
on  the  terms  agreed  upon,  and  if  they  had  increafed  it  by 
their  induftry,  he  granted  them  fome  recomptfnfe. 

Th<  Portuguefe,  who  found  that  a  part  of  the  Itidiaii 
-trade  with  Afia  and  Europe  was  likely  to  be  diverted  to 
Pcrfia,  impofed  reftraints  upon  it :  they  would  ndt  fufFer 
the  Perfians  to  pUrchafe  merchandize  any  where  but  front 
their  fkidgazines :  they  fixed  the  price  of  it;  and  if  they 
fometimes  allowed  it  to  be  taken  at  the  places  where  it  wa$ 
nianufa6lured,  it  was  always  to  be  carried  in  their  own 
bottoms,  charging  all  expences  of  freight  %nd  exorbitant 
cuftoms.  Thiis  flretch  of  power  difpleafed  the  great  Abbas, 
who  being  informed  of  the  refentment  of  the  Englifh,  pro* 
pofed  to  unite  their  maritime  flrength  with  his  land  forces, 
to  befiege  Ormus.  This  place  was  attacked  by  the  com- 
bined arms  of  the  two  nations  and  taken  in  the  year  1622, 
after  a  conteft  that  lafied  two  months.  The  conquerors 
divided  the  fpoil,  which  was  immenfe,  and  afterwards  to- 
tally  demolifhed  the  place. 

Thrbs  or  four  leagues  from  hence  there  Was,  upon 
the  continent,  an  harbour  called  Gombron,  or  Bender 
Abafll.  Nature  feemed  not  to  have  defigned  it  fhould  bo 
inhabited.  It  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  ridge  of  moun- 
tains of  an  excelfive  height ;  the  air  you  breathe  feems  to 
be  on  fire ;  mortal  vapours  continually  exhale  from  the 
bowels  of  the  earth ;  the  fields  are  blacV  and  dry,  as  if 
they  had  been  fcorched  with  fire.  NotwithAanding  theie 
inconveniences,  as  Bender-Aballi  had  the  advantage  of 
being  placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  Gulf,  the  Perfian  mo- 
narch chofe  to  make  it  the  centre  of  the  extenfive  trade  he 

intended 
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B  O  O  1C  intended  to  carry  on  with  India.  The  Englifli  joined  id 
this  proje£l.  A  perpetual  exemption  from  all  impofts,  aiiJ 
a  moiety  of  tiie  produdl  6f  the  cuftoms^  wera  granted  them^ 
on  condition  they  ihould  maintain,  at  leaftj  two  men  oi 
war  in  the  Gulf.  This  precautioxi  was  thought  neceflaty 
to  fruftrate  the  attempts  of  the  Portuguefe,  whoic  refenc*^ 
ment  was  fiill  to  be  dreaded; 

From  this  time  Bender-Abaifi,  which  was  htfort  a  poor 
£(hing  town,  became  a  fiourifiiing.  city^  The  Engliih  car- 
ried thither  fpices,  pepper^  and^filgar,  from  the  marketer 
of  the  eaft ;  and  iron,  lead,  and  clotha,  from  the  potts  ot 
Europe.  The  profits  arifidg  from  thde  commodities  won^ 
increafed  by  the  very  high  freight  paid  them  by  the  Ar-* 
menians,  who  were  ftili  in  poflefiion  of  the  ricbeft  branckf' 
of  the  Indian  commerce. 

Thbsb  merchants  had;  for  a  long  tiipe,  bifen  c^ncexnacf 
in  the  linen  ti;ade.  They  had  nerer  been  fupplanted  eithei^ 
by  the  Portuguefe,  who  were  Intent  only  on  plunder,  or 
by  the  Dutch,  whofe  attention  was  totally  coBfiaed  to  the 
ipice  trade.  They  might,  nevertbelefs,  be  apprebenfire, 
that  they  fhould  not  be  able  to  withAand  th^  competition 
of  a  people  who  were  equally  rich,  induftrious,  aAivoj 
and  frugal;  The  Armenians  a6ted  then  as  they  have  ever 
done  (ince  t  they  wetit  to' India,  where  they  bought  cottoa^ 
which  they  font  to  the  fpinners ;  the  cloths  were  manu-> 
fadured  under  their  own  infpei^on,  and  carried  to  Oomr- 
bron,  from  whence  they  were  traafportfrd  to  lipahaa. 
From  thence  they  found  their  way  into  the  differfltot  pro- 
vinces of  the  empire,  the  dominions  of  the  Grand  Signior,' 
and  into  Europe,  where  the  cuilom  has  |>reTaiIed  of  calling 
them  Periian  manufadhires,  though  they  were  never  made 
but  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  Such  is  the  iafluenoe  of 
names  upon  opinions^  that  the  Vulgar  error,  which  attri- 
butes to  Perfiathe  manufa^ure*  of  the  Indies^  wiU,  in  a 
feries  of  ages,  perhaps,  pafs  with  the  learned  in  future 
times  for  an  inConteftable  truth.     The  infurmountable 

difficulties 
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difficulties  which  errors  of  this  kind  have  oc^cafioned  in  the  BOOK 

Hi. 
hiftory  of  Pliny,  and  other  ancient  writers,  ihould  induce 

us  to  fet  a  high  value  on  the  labours  of  the  literati  of  thia 

'  age,  who  colleft  the  works  of  nature  and  of  art  with  a 

view  of  tranfmitting  them  to  pofterity.  . 

In  exchange  for  the  merchandifc  they  carried  to  Perfia, 
they  gave  the  following  articles  which  were  either  the  pro- 
duce of  their  own  foil,  or  the  fruits  of  their  induftry* 
Silk,  which  Was  the  principal  commodity ;  and  was  pre-^ 
pared  and  exported  in  great  quantities.  Caramanian 
wool,  which  nearly  refembles  that  of  the  Vicuna.  It  was 
of  great  ufe  in  the  manufa€ture  of  hats,  and  of  fome  R\iff^4 
It  is  a  remarkable  circumftance  in  the  goats  that  produce 
it,  that  in  the  month  of  May  the  fleece  falls  off  of  itfelf^ 
The  tiu'quoifes,  which  are  more  or  lefs  vduable,  accord*^ 
ing  as  they  arc  procured  from  one  or  other  of  the  three 
mines  that  produce  them.  They  were  formerly  an  article  of 
the  drefs  of  our  ladies«  Gold  brocades,  which  fold  at  a 
higher  price  than  any  of  thofe  which  are  .the  produce  of 
the  moft  celebrated  manufactures.  Some  of  them  werc$ 
made  to  be  worn  on  one,  and  others  on  both  fides.  They 
were  ufed  for  windows-curtains,  ikreens,  and  magnificent 
fophas.  Tapeftry,  which  has  flnce  been  fo  w.ell  imitated 
in  Europe,  and  has,  for  a  long  time  been  the  richeft  furni- 
ture of  our  rooms.  Morocco,  which,  as  other  fkins,  is 
brought  to  a  degree  of  perfedlion  which  cannot  be  equalled 
any  where  elfe.  Shagreen,  goats  hair,  rofe-Water,  medi- 
cinal roots,  gums  for  colours,  dates,  horfes,  arms,  and 
many  other  articles,  of  which  fome  are  fold  in  India,  and 
others  carried  td  Europe. 

Though  the  Dutch  managed  to  get  all  the  trade  of 
India  into  their  hands,  they  viewed  the  tranfadions  of 
Perfia  with  a  jealous  eye.  They  thought  the  privileges 
enjoyed  by  their  rivals  in  the  road  of  Bender- Abafli  might 
be'  comptnfated  by  the  advantage  they  had  in  having  a 

greater 
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greater  quantity  of  fpices,  and  entered  into  a  coropetitiaii 
with  them. 

^h'n  '^"^  En^Uih,  harrafled  in  every  mart  by  a  powerful 

lUh  ta  Ia«  eneniy,  refohitely  bent  dn  their  deftrudion  were  obliged 
every  where  to  ghre  way.  Their  fate  was  haftened  by 
tho&  civil  and  religious  diflentions,  which  deluged  their 
country  with  bloody  and  ^xtiaguiihed  all  fentlment  and 
knowledge*  India  was  totally  forgotten,  while  the  moft 
important  interefts  were  at  ftak^ ;  and  the  company  op^ 
]>reired  and  dtfcouraged,  were  reduced  to  nothing  at  the 
time  that  the  deisith  of  Charles  aHbrded  fbinftrudive  and 

m 

dreadful  a  leiTon. 

CaoMWBLLy  enraged  at  the  favours  the  Dutch  had 
Ihewn  to  the'  unfortunate  family  of  the  Stuarts,  and  at  tfie 
afylum  they  had  iflrorded  to  the  Engliih  Ivho  had  been 
|>ro(cribed;  &nd  piqued  that  the  republic  of  the  Umte*d 
Province^  fliOUld  pretend  to  the  dominion  of  the  fea; 
phnid  t>f  his  fucceft,  and  fenfible  of  his  own  ftrengtJi, 
and  df  that  of  the  nation  under  his  command,  reiblved  kt 
the  fame  time  to  make  it  refpeded,  and  to  revenge  hb 
own  quarreL    He  declared  war  agaltift  flie  D^tch. 

Op  all  the  maririme  wart  which  have  been  recorded  in 
hiftory*  none  were  condufted  with  more  knowledge,  or 
were  more  famous  for  the  ftill  of  th^  coinmanders,  and 
the  bravery  of  the  failors  ;  crocre  prefented  io  great  a  num. 
ber  of  obfttnate  and  bloody  engagements.  The  Engihh 
obtained  the  advantage,  and  owed  it  to  the  fize  of  their 
(hips,  in  which  particular  they  haiie  fince  been  imitated  hy 
other  European  nations. 

The  prote^or,  whofe  voice  was  law,  did  not  exert  Vita* 
felf  as  far  as  he 'might  in  iavoiir  of  India.  He  contented 
himfelf  with  providing  fdr  the  (ecurity  of  the  Engtifh  trade, 
procuring  a  difavowal  of  the  malTat^re  at  Amboyn'tf,  aAd 
infifling  upon  afi  ifidemniftcation  for  the  defendants  of 
the  unhappy  vi<Stiitis  who  perilhed  in  that  dreadful  tratif. 
a£Ucn.    No  notice  is  taken  in  the  treaty,  of  the  forts  taken 

from 
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from  theiwttoii  by  the  Dutch,  in  the  ifland  of  Java,  and  ®  ^^{^  * 
hi  fcveml  of  th«  Mdhiccas.  It  was  ftipultfted,  indeed>  <-  m^m^^ 
that  the  Mand  cf  Pulcron  fhotild  be  reftored :  but  the  ufiir- 
pers,  licwided  by  tht  Englxfh  negotiator  whom  they  had 
rorruptedy  ftAind  means  to  elnde  this  artkle  fo  dextroudy, 
which  would  and  o^ht  to  have  produced  a  riralry  m  the 
fpice  trade,  that  the  obfervance  of  it  was  never  enforced. 

MorwiTH«TiiKi>iN«  thts  negled,  as  foon  «  the  com-  Rerhralof 
pony  had  cfeptakied  from  the  protedor  a  renewal  of  their  JradeSI; 
j^hrilng^l  th  16^,  and  foUB^Ithemiehres  firmly  fiipported  l^dU. 
by  the  public  authwrity,  they  ihowed  a  fpirit  of  refetution 
which  they  had  loft  during  their  kte  oiisfortuiiea.    Their 
courage  kept  pace  with  their  rights. 

Tbm  fiKccfs  they  met  in  Europe,  accompanied  them 
iato  Afii»  Arabia^  Perfia*  Inddsfoa,  the  eaftem  parts  of 
India,  China,  astd  aU  the  madEetB  where  the  Engtiih  had 
formerly  graded,  wtre  opened  ta  them.  They  were  etcn 
receivBd  with  more  .fraiikiiefs  and  kft  diflruft  than  they 
had  experienced  formerly.  Their  trad^  was  very  briik, 
and  their  p9o&ts  vevy  confidtraUe :  nothing  was  wanting 
to  com|iieat  their  fitcctft  bu|  an  eiitvanee  into  Japan>  which 
they  attempted.  But  the  Japanel^  having  learned  from 
the  D«oeh  that  the  kingof  England  had  married  a  dafugh« 
ter  of  the  king  of  Partuga^,  relMMi  to  admit  the  Engfifh 
mta  thvir  potts* 

)>loTWiTiisTAii»nfo  ^lia  diikppbmtment,  the  com- 
pany's affairs « were  m  a  very  flourlfting  condition :  they 
flattered  themfelv^  with  the  pleafing  topes  of  giving  a 
greater  extent  and  iscurity  to  their  affairs,  when  they 
foand  tiieir  cavetr  retarded  by  a  rtvaby,  which  their  own 
Ciicecfii  created, 
toua  tfaders,  fireA  with  the  refattion  of  the  advantac:es  MUfomines 

^       ana  ouicon- 

to  brobca&Mii!  in  India,  relblved  to  make  voyages  thither,  aaaof  the 
Clmffles  H.  who  filled  the  throne  with  the  voluptuous  and  ^"^[j^ki 
diAbUtte  manners  ol  a  private  character,  gave  them  per- 
mifiion  for  a  valuable  cpnfideratioa;  while^  on  the  othex* 
.    Vol.  I.  S  hand. 
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BOOK  haiid>  he  extorted  laige  fums  from  the  company,  to  enable 
him  to  perfecute  thofe  who  encroached  upon  his  privilege. 
A  competition  of  this  nature  would  unavoidably  degene- 
rate into  piracy.  The  Englifh  thus  becoming  enemies  to 
each  other,  carried  on  their  dlfputes  with  a  fpirit  of  ran- 
cour and  animofity,  which  lowered  them  in  the  opinion  of 
the  people  of  Afia« 

The  Dutch  wiihed  to  take  advantage  of  fo  iingular  a 
conjundure.  Thefe  republicans  had  for  a  long  time  been^ 
abfolute  mafters  of  the  Indian  trade.  They  had  feen  with 
regret  a  part  of  it  taken  out  of  their  hands,  at  the  conclu- 
iion  of  the  civil  wars  in  England,  They  hoped  to  reco- 
ver it  by  the  fuperiority  of  their  forces,  when  in  1664  the 
two  nations  entered  into  a  war  in  all  parts  of  the  world; 
but  the  hoililities  did  not  continue  long  enough  to  an-( 
fwisr  thefe  fangiiine  expe£Utiqns.  As  the  peace  prevented 
them  from  having  recourfe  to  open  violence,  they  refolved 
to  attack  the  fovereigns  of  the  conntky  to  oblige  them  to 
fhiit  their  ports  againft  their  rival.  The  fooii(h  and  de- 
fpicable  behaviour  of  the  Englilh  ihcreafed  the  infolence 
of  the  Dutch,  who  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  drive  them  igno- 
miniouilyfromJBantam  in  i68o. 

So  ferious  and  public  an  infult  roufed  the  fpirit  of  the 
]£ngU(h  company.  The  de£re  of  re-eftabliAiing  thdr  cha-^ 
racter  gratifying  their  revenge,  and  maintaining  their  in- 
terel^s  animated  them  to  make  the  greatefl  efforts*  They 
equipped  a  fleet  of  twenty-three  (hips,  with  eight  thoufand 
regular  troops  on  bpard.  They  were  ready  to  fail,  when 
their  .  departure  was  poftpoiied  by  the  king's  orders. 
Charles,  whofe  neceiiities  and  licentiou&efs  were,  un- 
bonnded,  had  entertained  hopes  of  receiving  an  .immenie 
fum  to  induce  him  to  recall  thii  armaments  A&  he  could 
aot  obtain  it  from  his  fubjects,  he  was  refolved  to  receive 
it  from  his  enemies.  He  facrificed  the  honour  and  trade 
of  hi$  nation  for  2,250,000  livres  *  which  were  paid  him 

*  by 
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1^/  the  Dutch,  who  were  intimidated  by  thefe  great  pre-  BOOK 
parations.    The  intended  expedition  never  took  place. 

The  company  exhaufled  by  the  expences  of  an  arma« 
mentj,  which  had  been  rendered  uf^^lefs  by  the  venality  of 
the  court,  fent  their  veiSels  to  India  without  the  neceflary 
funds  to  fupply  the  cargoes ;  but  with  orderi  to  the  fac* 
tors,  if  poffible  to  take  them  upon  credit.  The  fidelity 
they  had  hitherto  obreryed  in  their  engagements  procured 
them  6,750,000  livres*.  Nothing  can  be  more  extraordi* 
nary  than  the  method  that  was  taken  to  pay  them  back. 

JosiAs  Child,  who  from  being  a  director,  was  become 
the  tyraiit'  of  the  company,  is  faid,  unknown  to  his  coK 
leagues,  to  have  fent  orders  to  India,  to  invent  fome  pre- 
tence or  other,  to  defraud  the  lenders  of  their  money. 
The  execution  of  this  iniquitous  projed  was  intruded  to 
his  brother  John  Child,  who  was  governor  of  Bombayt 
This  avaritious,  turbulent,  and  favage  man,  immediately 
proceeded  to  make  feveral  claims  upon  the  governor  of 
Surat,  fome  more  foolifh  than  others.  Thefe  demands 
meeting  with  the  reception  they  deferved,  he  attacked  .all 
the  veffels  belonging  to  the  fubjefts  of  the  crown  of 
Delhi,  and  fingled  out  in  particular  the  ihips  from  Surat, 
as  being  the  richeft.  He  paid  no  regard  to  veffels  that 
failed  with  its  pafs-ports,  and  carried  his  infolence.fo  far 
as  to  feize  a  fleet  laden  with  provifion  for  the  great 
Mogul's  army.  This  terrible  pillage  which  lafled  the 
^hole  year  16S8,  occafioned  incredible  lolTes  through- 
out all  Indoftan. 

AuR^NczEBB,  who  held  the  reins  of  the  empire  with  a 
ileady  hand,  did  not  tofe  a  moment  in  revenging  fo  great 
an  outrage.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1689,  one  of 
his  lieutenants  landed  With  twenty  thoufand  men  at 
Bombay,  an  iiland  of  confequence  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar, 
which  a  princefs  of  Portugal  had  brought  as  her  dowry 
to  Charles  II.  an4  which  that  monarch  had  ceded  to 
the  company  in   i668.     On  the  enemy's  approach,  xhfi 

a  295,3111  101; 
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9  O  (5  K  f0Yi  0(  Magazan  was  abandoned  with  fuch  precipxtdtiotl 
that  money,  provifiorts,  feveral  chefls  of  aniis,  and  four* 
teen  pieces  of  heavy  cannon  were  teft  behind.  The  In- 
dian general,  encouraged  by  this  firft  advantage,  attacked 
the  Englifli  in  the  field,  routed  them,  and  obliged  them 
to  retire  into  the  principal  fortrefs,  which  he  invelled, 
and  hoped  foon  to  make  it  furrenden 

Child,  who  was  as  Jaftardly  in  time  of  danger  as  he 
had  been  daring  m  his  piracies,  immediately  diipatched 
deputies  to  court,  to  fue  for  pardon.  After  many  intrea- 
ties,  and  much  mean  fubmifllon,  the  EngliH^  were  admit- 
ted into  the  emperor's  prcfencc  with  their  hands  tied,  and 
thek  faces  towards  the  ground.  Aurengzebe,  who  was 
defirous  of  preferving  a  connection,  which  he  thought 
would  be  ufcful  to  his  fubjeds,  was  not  inflexible.  Hav- 
ing delivered  hinifelf  in  the  ftile  of  an  incenfe^  fovereign, 
who  could,  and  ought,  perhaps,  to  revenge  himfclf,  he 

t 

yielded  to  their  intreaties  and  fubmiflion.  The  banifh- 
ment  of  the  author  of  the  troubles,  and  an  adequate  com- 
penfation  for  fuch  of  his  fubjefls  as  had  been  pfundered^ 
was  all  the  jiiftice  exafted  on  this  occafton  by  thefupremc 
will  of  the  moft  dcfpotic  monarch  that  ever  exifted.  On 
thefe  moderate  terms^  the  Englidi  were  permitted  ftill  to 
enjoy  thele  privileges  they  had  obtained  at  different  timet 
in  the  roads  belonging  to  the  Mog\il. 

Thus  ended  this  unhappy  affeir,  which  for  feteral 
years  interrupted  the  trade  of  the  company,  occafioned  an 
cxpence  of  between  nine  and  ten  millions  ',  the  lofs  of 
five  large  vefl'els,  and  a  greater  number  of  fmall  ones ; 
eoft  the  lives  of  many  tlioufand  excellent  Iciilors,  and  ended 
in  the  ruin  of  the  credit  atid  honour  of  the  nation :  two 
J)articulars,  the  value  of  which  can  never  be  eiiimated  too 
highly. 

By  changing  their  maxims  and  their  conduft,  the  com- 
pany might  flatter  themfelves  with  the'  profpeA  of  being 
extricated  from  the  abyfs  into  which  their'  owtt  behaviour 
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liad  plunged  them.  There  hapet  "^rere  foM  dtflntd  by  a  BOOK 
irevQlmion  which  did  Apt  dire^y  cc^tiCAra  thevi*  James  11. 
a  tyraaaical  and  fanatic  priaoe»  hut  one  wh6  underftood 
maritiaie  affairs  and  comtperce  better  than  an^r  of  his 
<x>tempQraries,  was  depofi^*  This  ev^t  made  a|l  Ettrppt 
take  arms.  The  confpqu^occs  of  tbofe  bioedy  quarrels 
are  well  i^nowa.  Perhaps^  it  is  n^  fo  well  known  that  the 
^rench  privateers  took  four  ttpafand  two  hundred  Bnglifli 
merchantmen,  valued  at  fix  hundred  fe^nty-^&ve  mitUeini 
of  livres  S  and  that  th«greata(l  pact  pf  the  vefl'tds  iietnrn^ 
ing  from  India  were  tocluded  in  this  fWtal  lift. 

These  depredations  were  fucceedod  by  a  ipirit  of  eeeOi» 
Aomy,  which  muft  naturally  haften  the  ruin  of  the  com* 
pany*  The  French  refi^ees  had  caurried  the  cuteor-e  of 
9^  a^d  hemp  into  Ireland  and  gcoflaod.  For  the  p^coui- 
ragement  of  this  branch  of  induftfy^  it  wa^  thought  pro^ 
per  to  prohibit  the  wear  .of  Indian  linens,  except  oioiUbib 
and  thoie  which  wore  neceflary  for  the  Airican  trader 
How  could  a  bo^y  akea<!ly  eadi^ufted  fiiftain  fo  ufafortfeen^ 
^  heavy  a  ftroke  ^ 

The  peace  which  ^«4d have^BV^t  fin  end  to  thrfb  mi^ 
fortunes,  £lled  vp  the  in^ini^  ^ihem.  Three  kifi^ 
dows  with  one  voice., cxdain^ed  agaiaft  thi  company. 
It  was  not  their  decline  tl^at  rs^ftii  thorn  eaemiei :  it  only 
encouraged  thoie  they  had  alreafly.  They  met  with  op* 
lotion  at  their  firft  efrablijpnvnt.  Evor  finco  tho  year 
i6i5j  feveral  politicians  had  Reclaimed  agaiaft  the  trade 
to  the  Baft  Indies.  Tfa^  aflerted,  that  it  weakened  the 
joaval  firetigth  by  deftrqying  givat  numbers  of  metx ;  an4 
leflened  the  L^aat  and  Rui&an  jsommfsrcos  without  afford- 
ing an  equivalent  advantage.  Theie  clamours,  though 
contradi&ed  by  judicious  people,  grew  fo  tiolent  to- 
wards the  year  i4zS,  that  the  comptny  ieeing  themfolves 
tfxpofed  to  the  odium  of  the  nation,  applied  to  governs 
moot.    They  petitioned  that  the  nature  of  their  cMnmerce 

S  3  might 
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^  O  o  K  might  be  e^ramined :  that  it  might  be  prohibited*  if  it  wa« 
ooatrauy  .to  the  intereft  of  the  ftate ;  and  if  favourable  to 
them,-  that  it  might  be  authorized  by  a  public  declaratioii; 
The  oppofition  of  the  nation,  which  had  been  fome  time 
dormant,  was  renewed  with  more  fury  than  ever,  at 
the  period  we  are  fpeaking  of»  Thofe  who  were  left  fe*- 
vere  in  their  fpecuiatioas)  confeated  to  a  trade  with  In- 
dia ;  but  maintained  that  it  fliould  be  laid  open  to  the 
whole  nation.  An  exclufiTe  charter  was,  in  their  opinion, 
c  manifeft  encroachment  upon  liberty.  Accordmgly  to 
them,  government  wa«  eftaUiihed  by  the  people  with  a 
vkw  of  advancing  the  general  good:  and  it  would  be  a 
ttime  againft  it  to  facrifice  public  to  private  intcrefts,  by 
tolerating  odious  monopolies.  They  fupported  this  tifeful 
-and  inconteftable  principle,  by  apperiihg  to  a  recent  in* 
"ftance.  They  urged;  that  during  the  rebellion,  the  private 
merchants  who  had  got  polTeflion  of  the  Afiatic  feas,  car* 
ried  double  the  quantity  of  national  goods  there  wa^  former- 
Jy  a  demand  for,  and  were  ins  condition  to  feU  commodities 
on  their  return  at  ib  low  a  price  as  to  fupplaht  fheDuteh 

•     •  • « 

-in  all  the  European  markets.  But  thefe  acute  republicans, 
^hovjrere  certain  of  fhcfir  ruin,  if  theEhgliChihould  continue 
any  longer  to  cohdu^  their  affairs  dn  the  maxims  of  univerfal 
liberty,-  bribed  cehtain  pfeHbhs  td  |)t>ivail  with  Cromwell, 
'  to  form  a  feparate  company.  Thefe  fecret  prnf^tices  xv-^ere 
<:ountehanced  by  the  Engiifli  merchants  concerned  in  that 
trade,  w"ho  hoped  Sor  greater  advantages  in  future ;  when 
being  «he  only  venders^  they  might  impofe  what  ferms  they 
pleafed  upon  the  confumera.  The  ProteAor,  deceived  by 
•the  artful  infinuationsrof  both  parties,  renewed  the  charter, 
but  for  fcven  years  dnly>  th&t  he  might  alter  his^ conduct, 
•if  he  found  rcafon  to  thlnkhe  had  taken  a  wrong  ftcp. 

This  ftep  was  not  thought  a  wrong  one  by  any  body. 
Several  people  were  -of  opinion,  that  tHe -trade  to  Indk 
could  not  be  carried  on  wifh  advantage,  without  ah  exv 
dufivc  privilege :  but  m.any  of  them  maintained  that  the 

frefciit 
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freCcnt  charter  was  mfuffictent;.  having  been  granted  by  B  O  o  K 
kings  who  had  no  right  to  do  it.  They  recited  many  ads 
•f  this  kind  which,  were  abrogated  by  parlianient  in  the 
reigns  of  Edward  IIL  Henry  IV.  Janes  I*  and  other 
princes^  Charles  II.  indeed,  obtaioed  a  Vefdid  of  this 
ttature  in  the  court  of  common  pleas,  but  it  was  founded 
upon  a  frivolous  pretence^  This  tribunal  had  the  con^ 
fidence  to  declare,  Tbat^iprimM  bad  authority  to  prtvont 
his  fuiji^s  from  holding  tomnuru  with  in/Ueio^  Je/l  tho  pa- 
rity of  thiir  faith  Jhould  h  <9nknmnated. 
'  Thovoh  the  parties  abovennentioned  were  adhiated  by 
private,  and  e^en  oppoftte  views,  they  all  united  in  the 
plan  of  makMg  the  trade  free,  or  at  leaft  of  poocuring^ 
the  reverfal  of  tli^  eesipany's  charter^  The  mittoo,  in 
general,  were  on  their: fide:  but  the  body  that  was  at- 
tacked, defended  itfelf  by  its  partifansj  the  miniftry,  and 
all  the  dependents  of  the  court,  who  made  this  a  common 
caufe.  Each  party  shad  recourfe  to  libels,  intrigue  and 
<orn}ption.  Thefe  contending  paffions  produced  one  of 
thofe  ftorms,  l^e  violence,  of  which  can  hardly  be  felt  aiiy 
where  but  in  Engta«Kl.  The  ieveral  fa^ons,  feds  and 
interefts  maintained  a  furious  combat  1  in  which  they  all 
mingled  without  diiUndion  of  rankj  age,  or  fex.  Such 
a  fpirit.  of  entbufiafm  had  never  been  raif<^d  by  the  greateft 
events.  To  keep  up  the  ze^  of  their  friends,  the  com- 
pany offered  to  lend  large  fums  on  condition  of  obtaining 
their  charter.  Their  adverfaries  niaiie  offers  ftiU  more 
confiderable  to  get  it  revoked. 

The  two  hoofes  of  parliament,  before  whom  this  cau/e 
was  heard,  declared  in  favour  of  the.  private  merchants. 

They  obtained  leave  to  carry  on   trade  to  India,  either 

» 

-feparately  or  in  concert.  They  entered  into  an  affocia*- 
•tion,  and  formed  a  new  company.  The  old  one  had  per- 
jQaiiHon  to  continue  its  armaments  till  the  expiration  of 
their  charter,  which,  was  very  near  at  hand.  .Thju.Eng- 
land  had  two  Eaft  India  companies  at  the  fame  time^  autho- 

rifcd 
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TmKK  tsrobocUes  ilia?ed »  nMch -zeal  for  the  deftrue** 
tion  of  each  other,  as.  they  )m^  Ihourn  for  their  refpeA^ 
eflstbliflnDCBt*  Thejr  had  both  exparieDceclthe  advaAtsgea 
of  uiadci  ftndriewcd^ach  other  with  aU  the  ^leufy  amk 
hfttced^  whkh  anriMtioB  aixd  avwrio^  tK^ier  AU  to  ini|pire« 
Their  dlfeafions  foon  hrekeout  wiiAkCooiiia»Ue  vioieoco 
ia«&iropev  a»  vrali  ata  ui  Inliw*  AtUft^  the  <wo  Societies 
made  advanced  tOMr&nls  -a  MCOocHiatiaay  and  netted  tbeic 
funds  ifir  170a*  f  iHKii  thia  period  the  affaiM  of  the  c^m- 
papy  \fore  oarried  on  wkh  greater  propriety^  tprudeace 
and  digfiity.  The  prtnc^ipks  of  eommeree,  5whieh  were 
cv^  day'  betia*  uadecftood  ia  £nf  laad>  had  a  ^ood  effed 
otB  thfur  admtQiftratim>  «&  Ac  aa  the  iDterefls  of  thek  mo* 
BPpoly  could  allow.  They  mad«  iiq^oveaieftts  ia^heir 
for^fter  reguialiolis*  and.  formed oew-wes*  Thqr^Hdeao 
vonred  to  ttidainajiy  tb<»ialyes  for  the  pvofes  they  were 
deprived  <il  by  n  Aroag.  GaflapeutioB*  bf  p;x>airing  a 
larger  fak  ior  thcM:  «Qouiiod»ties,  ,TJ)ieir  priYikgea  were 
ieia.  violfsnUy  .c^t^a^kpd,  %ee  ^hey  had  ropeired  the  faac* 
tdpn  of  'the  JLawt> .and  obtajoed  the pr(Uf^ion  of  pariia^ 

Tuaia  prpi^ri^  waa  overcad;  by  fomt  tran&ffsit  oiis^ 
fortUQca.  in  170a  the  ^glUk  had  fAcmed  a  (ettlement  in 
the  ifland of  Puloooador,  wJ^Qh iva(  dependant^  Cochia* 
Chlna,  Their  defiga  ^v^s  ^o  tah?  i^  ^bare  in  .the  commere^ 
of  this  rich  kingdom,  which  had  till  thpn  bt^OQ  ttoo  mwk 
negkdbed.  An  inftaace  of  eipceflive  Severity  bad  givea 
difguft  to  fixteen  foldier$  of  MacaiTcfi,  vyho  iwore  part  of 
the  garrifon.  Oa  t^  jd.  of  Marqb  lyof  th|y  fet  fire  in 
the  night  to  the  hou&s  belonging  to^he  fort,  an^  msCt* 
bcred  the  Europeans  aa  they  caine  to  extii]^(h  aft. 
Thirty  out  of  forty-ftre  loft  their  lives  in  .this  maimcns 
thie  reft  were  knoicked  oa  t^  bead  fay.  the  nstis^9,  who 
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were  exafperaled  at  the  infblciice  c£  thett  ftnngers*  .B]r 
this  acci4eat  the  coaipany  loft  the  money  their  cntcrpgiae 
had  cofk  thein>  together  with  the  ftoci(  of  their  fadories 
aad  the  profpe<^a  ihey  iud  entertained* 

Th£  jnisfortuiMs  the^  met  with  at  Sumatra  in  the  year 
1719  were  Aot  attended  with  the  fame  fatal  coj^fecpienoes. 
TUs.large  Vbmd  had  kfi^  frequented  by  the  fingUih  ever 
fince  their  amnd  in  India^'  hut  they  did  not  iettle  there 
till  the  year  t68S.  They  drofethe  Dutch  from  Sex^oolen, 
a  confiderafak  town  on  the  weftern  ocMift,  ;buiit  near  a 
la]:;ge  and  commoctious  bay :  and  took  poiTefiion  of  it  hi 
their  room.  The  coaiqaerora  fannd  the  iiUndera  inclined 
to  treat  ^ith  them ;  aad  thefe  dilpofitions  were  at  firft  \m* 
proved  wkh  prudeiioek  .This  circumfpedt  behaviour  did 
not  laft  long.  The  -company-a  agenu  ibon  ahaBdoiia4 
themfciTeato-that^irit  0f  rapine  and  tyranny,  whkh*the 
Emropeana  ufuaUy  cavry  wittt  tham^into  Aiia«  Clonds  of 
difoonteot  between  them  and  the  xatives  of  ihc  country 
began  to  jgatheir  by  dagreeft.  D^ftruft  and  animofity  had 
ri&n  to  tiM  higheft  pkchj  when  the  £aandations  of  a  rifing 
fort  weve  difcoveted  at  thediftimoe  of  a  few  miles  from 
thecoaft*  On  feciing  fbii,-  the  inhabitants  -of  Bencoolen 
took  up  arms«  and  were  joined  hy  the  whole  country^ 
AH  the  buildiDgs  beloogiag  to  the  company  were  inftantly 
reduced  to  afbes,  the  Englifh  were  routed,  and  obliged 
to  embark  with  all  the  efieAs  tbcy  couM  carry  off.  Their 
exile  was  not  of  long  continuance.  The  fear  of  falling 
«»der  the  dommioa  of  the  mercileis  Dutdi  who  had  a 
ftrong  force  upon  their  frontier,  procured  theii'  recall.  In 
xecompence  of  this  dffafter,  they  <4)tained  the .  advantage 
of  finifliing  the  fort  Blarlborough  without  oppofition^ 
which  theyfUU  letain. 

These  difturbances  were  no  fooner  a]ipeafed»  than  new 
ones  arofe  in  Malabar  and  other  countries.  As  the  fource 
-of  them  all  lay  in  the  avarice  and  turbulent  difpoiition  «f 
(be  company's  iervaats,  they  put  an  eud  to  them  by  giving 

up 
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B  O  O  K  up  the  iinjtiftHiablc  prctenfioits  that  had  occafioned  them« 
Other  objei5ts  of  the  moft  interefiing  nature  foon  claimed 
their  attention. 

War  be-  England  and  France  entered  into  a  war  in  1744.    The 

Ei^ih  and  whole  world  became  tlte  fcene  of  their  operations*  In 
French.  India,  as  weil  a$  in  other  places,  each  nation  fuitainedits 
chara^er.  The  Engliih,  ever  animated  with  the  fpirit 
of  commerce,  attacked  and  ruined  that  of  their  enemies. 
The  French,  adhering  to  their  pafiion  for  conqueft,  feized 
upon  the  principal  fettlements  belonging  to  their  rival. 
The  event  (hewed  which  of  the  two  nations  had  aded  with 
the  greateil  prudence.  That  which  attended  to  nx>thing 
but  its  own  aggrandizement,  fnnk  into  a  total  ina&ivity  ; 
while  the  other,  deprived  of  the  center  of  its  power,  car* 
ried  its  enterprizes  to  a  greater  extent. 

AcEssATiON  of '  hoftilities  between  the  two  divided 
nations  had  no  fooner  taken  place,  than  they  engaged 
themfelves  as  auxiliaries,  into  the  quarrels  of  the  Indian 
j)rinces.  Soon  after  they  again  took  aritos  on  their  own 
account.  Before  the  end  of  this  war,  the  French  were 
driven  out  'ofthc  continent  and  feas  of  Afia.  At  the  con- 
cluiion  of  the  peace  in  1763,  the  Englilh  company  found 
themfelves  in  pofTeflion  of  the  empire,  in  Arabia,  in  th« 
Perfian  Gulph,  on  the  coafts  of  Malabar  and  Coromandel, 
and  at  Sengal. 

In  all  thefe  countries  there  is  a  difference  in  climate, 
jnanncrs,  ibil,  produdions,  the  fpirit  of  induftfy^  and  the 
price  of  merchandife.  Thefe  particulars  ought  to  be  ex- 
a£lly  and  thoroughly  underilood.  We  will  give  a  ihort 
iketch  of  them.  This  defcription  will  be  found  to  have  a 
particular  conneftion  wjth  the  hiftory  of  a  nation,  which 
General.  has  obtained  a  remarkable  influence,  and  derives  from  it 
trade  of  the  the  sTeatcn:' advantages. 

Red  SeSt  ®  » 

and  of  the  ARABIA  Is  one  of  the  largeft  poninfulas  in  the  known 
t^rd^^^lhere  ^orf^-  ^^  '5  bounded  by  Syria,  Diarbfeck  and  Irac 
in  partictt-    Arabi  on  the  north,   by  t^e  Indian  Ocean  on  t)ie  fouth, 

by 
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hy  the  Gulph  of  PcrCa  oh  the  e'aft,  and  on  the  weft  by  B  O  O  K 
the  Red  Sea,  whith  fcparatcs  it  from  Africa,  It  is  com- 
monly divided  into  three  parts  ;  Arabia  Petrsea,  Arabia 
Deferta,  and  Arabia  Felix,  which  names  denote  the  nature 
of  the  foil  in  each  of  thefe  coxm tries. 
•  Arabia  Pet  rata  is  the  mod  weftem  and  the  fmalleft  of 
the  three.  It  is  for  the  moft  part  uncultivated,  and  almoft 
totally  covered  with  rocks.  In  Arabia  Dfeferta  nothing  ii 
to  be  feen  but  arid  plains,  heaps  of  fand  raifed  arid  difli- 
pated  by  the  wind,  and  fteep  mountains  never  adorned 
with  a  plealing  verdure.  Springs  are  fo  rarely  found  there, 
that  the  poffeflion  of  them  is  always  difputed  fword  ill 
hand.  Arabia  F^Iix  owes  its  fpecious  appellation  le&  to 
its  fertility  than  to  its  vicinity  to  the  barren  countries  that 
furround  it.  Thefe  different  regions,  though  expofed  to 
great  heats,  enjoy  a  Iky  conftantly  pure  and  ferene. 

All  hiftorics  agree  that  this  country  was  peopled  at  a 
very  early  period.  It  is  thought  that  its  firft  inhabitants 
came  from  Syria  and  Chaldea.  We  cannot  find  at  what 
period  their  form  of  government  began ;  whether  their 
knowledge  was  derived  from  India,  or  whether  it  wa$ 
acquired.  It  appears  that  their  religion  was  Sabeifm  evea 
before  they  were  acquainted  with  the  people  of  Upper 
Afia,  They. had  early  fublin>e  ideas  of  the  divinity :  they 
worihipped  the  ftars  as  bodies  animated  by  celeftial  fpirits: 
their  religion  was  neither  cruel  nor  abfurd  ^  and  though 

0 

they  were  liable  to  thofe  fallies  of  enthuiiafm  fo  commoa 
among  the  fouthcrn  nations,  they  do  not  feem  to  have 
been  tainted  with  fanatiGifm  till  the  time  of  Mohammed. 
The  inhabiunts  of  Arabia  Deferta  profefFed  a  worfliip  not 
quite  fo  rational.  Many  of  them  worihipped,  and  fome 
offered  human  facrifices  to  the  fun.  It  is  a  truth  that 
may  be  collefted  from  the  fludy  of  hiflory  and  the  infpec- 
fion  of  the  globe,  that  thie  religions  in  barren  countries* 
fubjeft  to  inundations  and  volcanos,  have  ever  had  a 
rin^ture  of  cruelty,  and  have  always  been  of  a  milder  caft 
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BOOK  in  ceuntries  where  luture  has  beenJBoremdu)geot«  v  Thejr 
take  their  charator  irom  the  /clinate  where  they  arc 
formed. 

When  Mphammed  had  eftabliihed  anew  religion  in  hit 
countrj,  it  was  no  ditHcult  talk  to  ii^fufe^a  fpirit  of  z^eal 
into  his  followers ;  and  this  zeal  made  tbejn  conqv^ors. 
They  extended  their  dominion  from  the  weflern  feas Jo 
thofe  of  China,  and  from  the  Canaries  to  the  Molucca 
iflands.  They  carried  ufeful  arts  along  with  thenu  which 
they  improved  to  perfeAion.  The .  Arabians  did  not 
equally  fuccee^  in  the  fine  artsj  they  fliGw/ed>  indeed, 
fome  genius  for  them,  but  had  not  the  Icail  idea  of  that 
tafte  with  which  nature  fome  time  after,  infpired  the  people 
who  have  become  their  difciples*  . 
.  p£aHAPs  genius,  which  is  the  oiGspriBg  of  a  creative 
imagination,  flom'iftieB  in  hot  countries,  where  a  variety 
of  pro^uflions,  grand  fcencs,  and  furprizing  events,  ex- 
cite enthuiiafm;  while  tafte,  jvhich  feledls  with  choice 
the  produce  of  the  fields  that  genius  has  fown,  feems  ra- 
ther to  belong  to  people  of  a  fteady^  mild,  gnd  moderate 
temper^  who  live  under  the  influence  of  an  indulgent  fky. 
Perhaps  too  this  fame  tafte,  which  is  the  effeft  of  reafon 
fanned  and  matured  by  time,  requires  a  certain  (lability 
in  the  government,  united  with  a  certain  freedom  of 
khinking,  an  infenfible  progrefs  of  fcience,  which  afford- 
ing a  greater  fcope  to  genius,  enables  it  to  difcem  more 
eis^Sdy  the  relation  one  obje£):  has  to  another,  and  to  com- 
l»iiie  with. happier  art  thofe  mixed  fenfat ions  which  give 
thelLi^h^ft  entertainment  to  i^ea  of  elegant  mindsr  Ac* 
^opdingly  the  ArabiaRS,  who  were  almofl  conftantly  forced 
into  regions  glowing  with  war  and  fiai^aticifm,  never  en* 
joyed  that  temperature  of  government  and  climate  which 
gives  hirth  to  tafte.  But  they  introduced  into  the  coun- 
tries  they-  conquered  Sciences  which  they  had  pillaged,  as 
it  were,  in  th^  courfe  of  their  ravages,  and  all  the  arts 
ftfl«atial  to-the  profperi%  of  nations^ 

No 
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No  nation,  at  tlrtt  rime,  underftood  tMntnercefo  wtB,  «  O  O  E 
6r  caitied  it  tea  greater  exrcnr.  They  attended  to  it 
even  in  the  coiirfe  of  their  conqucfts.  Their  merchants, 
'  msnufaiftyres,  irnd'maiiterS','  reached  from  Spain  to  Ton* 
quin ;  and  other  peop!e,  at  leaft  thofc  in  the  weftern^part 
t)f  the  world,  were  indebted  to  them  for  -arH'  and  fcienceff, 
and  all  articles  conducive  t6  the  convenience.  Hie  preftN 
vation,  and  the  pleafurcs  of  life. 

When  the  power  of  the  Caliphs  began  t#  decline,  the 
Arabians,  after  the  example  of  feveral  nations  they  had 
fnbdued,  threw  oflF  the  yoke  of  thefe  princes,  and  the 
cotintry  re-aifumed  by  degrees  ita  andent  form  of  go> 
vernment^  as  well  as  its  primitive  manners.  At  this  cni» 
the  nation  bemg,  as  formerly,  divided  into  tribes  under 
the  conduf^  of  different  chiefs.,  returned  to  their  original 
^hara^ter  from  which  fenatkifm  and  ambition  had  made 
them  depart. 

The  ftature  of  the  Arabians  is  low,  their  bodies  lean^ 
and  their  voice  (lender;  but  they  have  rdbuft  conflitutions^ 
brown  hair,  a  fwarthy  complexion,  black  i)[>arkl2ng  eyes* 
an  ingenious  countenance,  but  fetdom  agreeable.  This 
contrafted  mixture  of  features  and  qualities,  which  ieem 
incompatible,  feem  to  have  been  united  in  this  iUce  of 
men,  to  conftitute  a  fingular  nation,  whofe  figure  "and 
charaftcr  partake  ftrongly  of  that  of  the  Turtcs,  Africans, 
and  Perfians,  by  whom  they  are  furrounded.  Grave  and 
ferious,  they  add  dignity  to  their  long  beard,  fpeak  Uttle, 
%ife  no  gefturc,  make  no  paufcs  or  falter  in  then*  conver- 
fation.  They  pique  themfelvcs  on  obfer\ing  the  ftrideft 
probity  towards  each  other,  which,  is  the  effeft  of  that 
felf-love,  and  that  fpirit  of  patriotiftn;  wlwch,  unked 
together,  make  any  nation,  clan  or  fociety,  elleem,  fa- 
vour, and  prefer  thei^felves  to  the  rcft^of  the  world.  The 
more  carefully  they  preferre  their  phlegmatic  charaflcr, 
fo  much  the  more  formidable  is  their  refentment  when 
once  it  it  raifed.  Thefe  people  have  abilities,  and  even  a 
*    J  genius 
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BOOK  genius  for  the  fciences ;  hut  they  cultivate  them  but  little, 
either  from  want  of  alllilance,  or  bccaufe  they  have  no 
occaAon  for  them ;  ^  chufing  rather,  ^no  doubt,  to  fuffer 
natural  evils,  than  the  inconvenience  of  labour.  The 
Arabians,  at  this  time  of  day,  afford  no  monument  of 
genius,  no  productions  of  induilry,  which  in  title  them 
.to  make  a  figure  in  the  hiftory  of  the  human  mind. 

Their  ruling  paflion  is  jealdufy;  that  torment  of  impe- 
tuous, weak,  and  indolent  minds.  It  might  naturally 
be  a&ed,  whether  this  diilrufl  was  owing  to  the  high  or 
low  opinion  they  entertained  of  thcmfelves  ?  It  is  faid  to 
.be  from  the  Arabians  that  feveral  nations  of  Afla,  Africa, 
and  even  Europe  itfelf,  have  borrowed  thofe  defpicable 
precautions  which  this  odious  paflion  prefcribes  againft  a 
(ex,  which  ought  to  be  the  guardian,  not  the  Have  of  our 
pleafiu'es.  As  foon  as  a  daughter  is  born,  they  unite  by  a 
kind  of  future  thofe  parts  which  nature  has  feparated, 
leaving  juft  fpace  enough  for  the  natural  difcharges.  As 
the  child  grows,  the  parts  by  degrees  adhere  fo  clpfely, 
that  when  they  become  marriageable  they  are  obliged  to 
be  feparated  by  an  incifion.  Sometimes  it' is  thought 
fufScient  to  make  ufe  of  a  ring.  The  married  women,  as 
well  as  the  unmarried,  are  fubjefted  to  this  outrage  on 
the  virtue  of  the  fex ;  with  this  difference  only,  that  the 
ring  worn  by  the  young  women  cannot  be  taken  off, 
whereas  that  of  the  married  women  has  a  kind  of  padlock, 
of  v/hich  the  hufband  keeps  the  key.  This  cuftom,  which 
is  known  in  all  parts  of  Arabia,  is  almoft  univerfally 
adopted  in  the  part  that  bears  the  name  of  Petrxa. 

Such  are  the  manners  of  the  nation  in  general.  The 
different  manner  of  living  in  the  people  who.compofe  it, 
mu(t  neceiTarily  have  introduced  fome  peculiarities  of  cha- 
raifier  that  are  worth  obferving. 

The  number  of  Arabians  who  inhabit  the  Defert  m:'.y 
amcnmt  to  two  millions.  They  arc  diftributedanto  a  great 
nuik^ber  of  clans,  fome  of  which  are  more  populous  and 
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confiderable  tjian  others,  but  aU  independent  of  cacK  ^  ^  ^^ 
other.  Their  government  is  fimpk :  an  hereditary  chief, 
aflifted  by  a  few  old  men,  determittes  all  debates^  ^nd 
puniflies  the  offendei^s.  If  he  is  hofpitable,  humape,  apd 
juft,  they  adore  him ;  if  haughty,  cruel,  and  avaricious, 
they  tear  him  in  pieces,  and  appoint  a  fucceflbr  out  of  hi»^ 
own  family. 

These  people  form  encampments  in  all  feafons  of  the 
year.  They  have  no  fettled  abode^  and  fix  at  difFereat 
places  where  th6y  can  be  fupplied  with  waterj^^  fruits^  and 
pafture.  They  find,  an  infinity  charm  in  this  wandering 
life,  andconfider  the  fedentary  Arabs  in  the  light  of  flaves. 
They  live  upon  the  milk  and  ficfli  of  their  herds.  Their 
habits,  tents,  cordage,  and  the  tapiflry  they  fleep  upon, 
are  all  made  of  thcl  wool  of  their  iheep,  and  the  hair  of 
their  goats  and  camels.  This  is  the  employment  of  the 
women  in  each  family;  and  there  is  not  a.fingle  ^rtift  in. 
the  whole  defert.  What  they  confurae  in  tgbacco,  coffee,,, 
rice,  and  dates,  is  purchafed  with  the  butter  they,  carry 
to  the  frontiers,  and  by  the  money  ariling  from  the  annual 
fale  of  twenty  thoufand  camels,  at  forty-eight  livres*  a 
head.  Thefe  animals,  fo  ufefiil  in  the  eaft,  were  formerly 
^carried  to  Syria.  The  greateft  number  arc  now  fent  to 
Perfia,  the  perpetual  wars  there  having  occafioned  an  ex- 
traordinary demand  for  them,  and  lefTcned  their  numbers. 

These  articles  not  being  fufficient  to  fup^ly  the  Arabs 
with  what  they  wanted,  they  have  contrived  to  raife  a 
contribution  on  the  caravans,  which  fuperilition  oblige* 
to  traverfe  their  fands.  The  moft  numerous  of  thefe, 
which  goes  from  Damar  to  Mecca,  procures  a  fafc  paffage 
by  the  payment  of  a  hundred  purfes,  or  a  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  livres  b,  to  which  the  Grand  Seignior  is 
fubjcfled,  and  which,  by  ancient  agreement,  is  diftributed 
among  all  the  clans.    The  other  caravans  make  fimilar 
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S  op  K  terms  with  the  clans,  through  whofe  territories  they  are 
obliged  ^o  paft. 

iNDBPEKDBN-riY  of  this  expedfenf,  the  Arab*  inherit- 
ing the  moft  northern  part  of  thd  d^eft  have  had  r^oiirfe 
10  plunder.  Thefe  p^le,  fo  humane,  fttthfW,  a'fi<f 
difinterefted  towards  ea<;h  other;  are  favage  and  raplicious 
in  their  tranfadiohs  with  foreigners.  While  tlfty  preferve 
in  their  tents,  the  chara^er  of  beneficent  and  generous 
hofts,  they  commit  continual  depredations  on  the  town 
and  villages  in  fh^lr  neighbotirhood.  They  are  good 
fathers,  good  hufbands,  and  good  mailers;  but  al!  aro 
enemies  who  do  not  belong  to  their  family.  They  fre- 
quently carry  their  inciirilons  to  a  great  diftance;  and 
Syria,  NfefOpotamia,  and  Pcrfia,  are  not  uncommonly  tB« 
fcenes  of  their  deprcdntious. 

Thb  Arabs^  who  devote  themfclves  to  plunder,  form  a 
fort  of  fociety  with  the  camels,  to  carry  on  trade  or  war, 
where  the  mati  is  to  have  all  the  profit,  and  the  animal  the 
principel  fatigue.     As  thefe  two  beings  are  to  live  toge- 
ther, they  are  brought  up  with  a  view  to  each  other. 
The  Arab  trains  his  camel  from  its  birth,  to  all  the  exer- 
cifes  and  hardihips  it  is  to  undergo  dxiring  the  whole  conrfe 
of  its  life.    He  accuftoms  it  to  travel  far,  and  eat  little* 
The  aniihal  is  early  inured  to  pafs  its  days  wiriiout  drtnt- 
ing,  and  its  nights  without  deep.  He  teaches  ^im  to  draw 
•up  his  legs  under  his  belly,  while  he  fuffers  himfelf  to  be 
laden  ^ith  burthens,  that  are  infenfibly  iacreaied.as  his 
ftrength  is  increafed  by  age  and  fatigue.    In  this  fiftgular 
plan  of  education,  which  princes  fometimes  adopted  t^e 
more  eafily   to  tame  their  fubjcdlsr  in  proportion:,  as  tfse 
hbour  is  doubled,   the  ^ibfiilence  is  diminifbcd.     The 
Arabians  qualify  the  camels  for  expedition,,  by  matches, 
in  which  the  horfe  enters  into  a  competition  with  him. 
The  latter,  lefs  aftlve  and  nimble,  tires  out  hi$  riiifal  in  a 
long  courfe*     V/hen  the  mailer  and  th^.  camel  are.r^dy 
and  equipped  for  plunder,  .  they  let  out  together,  -tr^- 
<, ..  ;.  Vtrfc 
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Veife  the  fimdy  d«6its«  snd  lit  in  ainbulh  upon  the  con-  BOOK 
fines  to  rob  the  merchant  or  traveller.  The  man  ravages/ 
naiTacres,  and  fetzes  the  prey  t  and  the  camel  carries  the 
booty.  If  theft  adventurers  are  pucfued,  they  make  a 
precyitate  retreat.  The  m^fter  robber  mounts  his  favou* 
rite  camely  drives  the  whok  troop  before  him,  travels 
three  hundred  leagues  in  eight  days  without  ualoading 
his  caadsi  or  aliowing  them  more  than  an  hour  each 
day  foe  reft»  or  a  q^e  of  dough  for  their  fubliftence. 
They  ibmetioies  remain  the  whole  time  without  drinking^ 
unlefi  they  happen  to  fee  a  fpring  at  a  little  diftance  from 
the  .road>  when  they  redouble  their  pace,  run  to  the  water 
with  eagernefs»  which  makes  them  take  at  one  draughty  as 
much  as  h  fufiicient  to  quench  their  prefent  thirft,  and 
ierve  them  to  the  end  of  their  journey.  Such  is  the  ani- 
mal fo  often  c^ebrated  in  the  fiible>  the  Coran,  and  the 
eaftern  romances. 

Tufi  Arabs,  who  live  in  diftrids  that  afford  feme  flen* 
der  pafture,  and  where  the  foil  is  proper  for  barley,  breed 
the  fineft  hordes  ia  the  world.  Thefe  horfes  are  fent  into 
all  parts  to  improve  and  multiply  the  breed  of  thefe  aui« 
.mals,  which  are  every  where  inferior  in  fwiftnefs,  beauty^ 
and  fagacity»  to  thofe  of  Arabia.  The  mailers  live  with 
them  on  the  foot  of  domeftickSy  on  whofe  fervice  and  af* 
fe£Uon  they  can  rely :  and  it  happens  with  them  as  with 
^1 'Other  difperfed  people,  thofe^  in  paiticular,  who  treat 
animals  with  kindnefs,  that  both  the  men  and  the  animals 
partake,  in  fome  meaiure  of  each  other's  manners  and  di& 
pofition.  Thefe  Arabs  are  fimple,  mild  and  docile:  and 
the  differettt  religions  that  have  prevailed  in  thefe  coun- 
tries, and  the  feveral  governments  of  which  they  have 
been  the  fid;gefts  or  tributaries,  have  produced  very  little 
alteration  in  the  chara<fter  they  derive  from  climate  or 
from  habit- 

« 

Tna  Arabs  fettled  near  the  Indian  and  the  Red  Sea, 

and  thofe  who  inhabit  Arabia  Felix,  were  formerly  a 
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BOOK  mild  peojile,  fend  of  liberty,  and  content  With  f  ftate  ti 
^'^       independence  without  dreaming  of  conqueft*    They  were  - 
too  much  prejudiced  in  &vour  of  the  faeauty  of  their  iky, 
and  of  the  foil  that  fupjdied  their  wants  almoft  without 
culture  to  be  tempted  to  extend  their  dominion  over  (Af- 
ferent countries  lying  in  another  climate.   Mohammed 
changed  their  ideas:  but  they  retain  no  traces  of  the im- 
pulfe  he  gare  them.    They  pafs  their  lives  in  fmoaking, 
taking  coffee,  opium  and  Iherbet.     Thefe  gratifications 
are  preceded  or  followed  by  exquifite  perfumes  that  are 
burnt  before  them,  the  fmoke  of  which  they  receive  in 
their  clothes,  which  are  High tly  fprinkled  with  rofe  water. 
Be  FOR  IT  the  Portuguefe  had  Interrupted  the  navigation 
oIF  the  Red  Sea,  the  Arabs  had  more  adivity.    They  were 
the  faftors  of  all  the  trade  that  pafled  through  the  chan- 
nel.   Aden,  which  is  firuated  at  the  moft  fouthern  extre- 
mity of  Arabia  upon  the  Indian  pcean,  was  the  mart  in 
thbfe  parts.     The  fituation  of  its  harbour  which  opened 
an  eafy  communication  with  Egypt,  Ethiopia,  India  and 
Pedia  had  rendered  it,  for  many  ages,  one  of  the  moft 
nourishing  fadories  in  Ada.     Fifteen  years  after  it  had 
repulfed  the  great  Albuquerque,  who  attempted  to  demo*- 
liih  it  in  15 1 3,  it  fubmitted  to  the  Turks  who  did  not  long 
remain  mafters  of  it.      The  king  of  Yemen,   who  pof« 
felfed  the  only  diftridk  in  Arabia  that  merits  the  title  of 
happy,  drove  them  from  thence,  and  removed  the  trade 
to  Mocha,  a  road  in  his  dominions,  which  till  then  waii 
only  a  village. 

This  trade  was  at  firft  inconfiderable :  confifting  prin- 
<fipally  in  myrrh,  incenfe,  aloes,  balm  of  Mecca,  (bme  aro* 
matics  and  medicinal  drugs,  Thefe  articles,  the  exporta- 
tion of  which  is  continually  retarded  by  exorbitant  im« 
ports,  and  do^s  Jiot  exceed  9t  preient  7000,000  livres  S 
was  at  that  time  more  in  repute  than  they  have  been 
fmce :  but  muft  have  been  always  of  little  con&quence* 
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Soon  after  ^  great  change  enfu^d  from  the  introdudion  BOOK 
ofcofFee, 

The  coffee-trtc.  is  originally  a  nativp  of  the  higher 
Ethiopia  where  it  has  been  known  t^e  imn^emorial,  and 
is  flill  cultivate^  with  fucceft.  M^  Lagrenee  de  Mezlere^^ 
one  of  the  moil  intelligent  agents  that  France  ever  had  in 
the  India  fervice,  had  fome  of  the  fruit  in  his  pofledion, 
and  ha9  made  a  trial  of  it.  He  found  it  to  be  larger,  ra« 
ther  longer,  not  fo  green^  and  almoft  as  fragrant  as  that 
which  was  begun  to  be  gathered  in  Arabia  towards  thtf 
clofc  of  the  fifteenth  century. 

It  is  commonly  believed  that  a  MoUachi  n&med  Chadely^ 
Was  the  firll  among  the  Arab$»  who  made  ufe  of  coffee^ 
to  relieve  himfelf  from  a  continual  drowzinefs  which  hiiji^ 
dered  him  from^  attending  pun£tually  to  his  nightly  dero-^' 
tions.   His  Dervifds  did  the  fame :  and  their  example  was 
followed  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  law^    It  was  fooa  found 
out^  that  this  liquor  purified  the  blood  by  a  gentle  agita« 
tion,  diflipated  the  crudities  of  the  ftomach,  and  raiftd 
the  fpirits :  and  it  was  adopted  even  by  thofe  who  had  no 
occafion  to  keep  themfelves  awake.     It^pafled  from  thtt 
borders  of  the  Red  Sea  to  Medina,  Mecca,  and  was  intro* 
duced  by  the  pilgrims  into  all  the  Mohammedan  countries* 
III  thefe  countries  where  there  is  lefs  freedom  of  mafi* 
ners  than  in  ours,  where  the  jealoufy  of  the  men  and  the 
clofe  confinement  of  the  women  make  fociety  lefs  lively^ 
It  was  thought  proper  to  encourage  public  cofFee-houfes. 
Thofe  in   Perfia  foon  became  infamous,  where  young 
Georgian  womcn^  drefTed  like  courtezans,  adted  obfcene 
plays^  and  proflityted  themfelves  for  hire.    When  thefe 
offenfive   irregularities   were  fupprelTed  by  order  of  thfi 
court,  thefe  houfes  became  places  of  genteel  refort  forthe 
indolent,  and  of  relaxation  for  the  bufy  part  of  the  world. 
The  politicians    entertained  themfelves  with  newsj  the 
j)oets  recited  their  verfes,  and  the  MoUachs,   delivered 
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B  O  O  K  their  fcrmons,  which  were  ufually  rewarded  with  fomc 

charitable  donations. 

•  •  •  .  * 

Affairs  were  not  in  the  fame  peaceable  ftate  at  Cou- 
ftantinople.  The  coffee-houfes  were  no  fooner  opened 
than  they  were  frequented  to  excefs.  People  fpcnt  their 
whole  time  in  them.  The  grand  Mufti»  concerned  to 
fee  the  Mofques  abandoned,  pronounced  that  this  in- 
fiifion  was  included  in  that  law  of  Mohammed,  which  for- 
bids the  ufe  of  ftrong  liquors.  The  government,  which 
frequently  aids  the  fuperllition  of  which  it  is  fometimes 
the  dupe,  gave  immediate  orders  that  the  houfes  which 
had  given  fuch  offence  to  the  priefts  fhould  be  fliut  up; 
and  enjoined  the  officers  of  the  police  to  put  a  flop  to 
the  ufe  of  this  liquor  in  private  families.  An  inclination 
fo  flrong  ftili  prevailed  in  fpite  of  all  thefe  fevere  regula- 
tions. Coffee  continued  to  be  drunk,  and  the  places  where 
it  was  to  be  had,  foon  grew  more  numerous  than  ever. 

In  the  middle  of  the  lafl  age,  Kuproli,  the  Grand  Vizir, 
went  in  difguife  to  the  principal  cofFee-houfes  in  Conltan- 
tinople.  He  there  found  a  number  of  mal-contents,  who, 
thinking  the  affairs  of  government  were  in  reality  the 
concern  of  every  private  perfon,  fpoke  of  them  with 
warmth,  and  arraigned  with  great  boldnefs  the  condudt 
of  the  generals  and  miniflers.  iFIe  then  vifited  the  ta» 
verns,  where  wine  was  fold.  They  were  full  of  plafin 
people  chiefly  foldiers,  who,  accuflomed  to  confider  the 
intereils  of  the  ftate  as  thofe  of  the  prince,  for  whom  they 
entertained  a  filent  veneration,  fung  lively  fongs,  talked 
of  their  amours,  and  warlike  exploits.  Thefe  laft  fqcie- 
ties,  which  were  attended  with  no  inconveniences,  be 
thought  ought  to  be  tolerated :  but  the  firft  he  confidercd 
as  dangerous  in  an  arbitrary  flate.  He  therefore  fup- 
prefTed  them,  and  no  attempts  have  fince  been  made  tp 
revive  them.  This  regulation,  which  was  confined  to 
the  capital  of  the  empire,  has  not  difcouraged  the  ufe  of 
eoSeCf  and  has,  perhaps,  increafed  the  confumption  of 

it* 
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U<    It  U  publickly  offipred  to  fale  in  all  the  ftreet&  and  BOOK 

*'  TTf 

markets  ready  made,    and  is  drunk  in  every  family  at  .     _  _ 
kail  twice  a-day.     In  fome  it  is  always  ready,  it  being 
the  cuftooj  to  offer  it  to  all  vifitors,  and  Reckoned  equally 
impolite  not  to  offer  it,  or  to  refiife  it. 

At  tht  very  time  that  the  coffee-houfes  in  Conftan. 
tinopl^  were  fliyt,  they  were  opened  in  London.  This 
novelty  was  introduced  there  in  1652  by  a  merchant  of 
the  name  of  Edward,  who  returned  from  the  Levant, 
The  Englzfh  were  fond  of  it ;  and  it  has  fince  been  intro- 
duced  among. all  the  j^ations  of  Europe,  but  is  drani; 
with  more  moderation  than  in  thofe  climates  where  reli- 
gion prohibits  the  ufe  of  wine* 

The  tree  that  produces  thj^  coffee  grows  ip  the  terri- 
tory of  Betelfagui,  a  town  belonging  to  Yemen,  fituated 
ppon  a  dry  fand  at  the  diftance  of  ten  leagues  from  the 
Red  fea.  It  is  cultivated  in  a  diilrid  fiifty  leagues  long, 
and  fifteen  or  twenty  broad  :  the  fruit  is  not  ev^ry  where 
in  equal  perfeftion.  Th^t  which  grows  upoq  high  ground 
is  fmaller,  greener,  weighs  heavier,  and  is  generally  pre- 
ferred  to  the  others. 

It  is  computed  th^t  Arabia  contains  twelve  millions  of 
inhabitants,  among  whom,  in  general,  coffee  conflitutes 
a'favourite  article  in  their  entertainments.  None  but' the 
rich  citizens  have  the  pleafure  of  tailing  it  in  its  genuine 
form.  The  generality  are  obliged  to  copt^t  themfelves 
with  the  fhelij^  and  the  hufk  of  this  valuable  berry.  Thefe 
appendages,  fo  much  defpife4»  make  a  liquor  of  a  pretty 
clear  colour,  which  has  the  tafte  of  coffee  witl;iout  itf 
bitternefs  and  firength,  Thefe  articles  may  be  had  at  v^ 
low  price  at  Betelfagui,  which  is  the  general  market  for 
them.  Here  likcwif^  is  fold  all  the  coffee  which  come$ 
out  of  the  country  by  land.  The  reft  is  carried  to  Mocha, 
which  is  thirty-five  leagues  diftant,  or  to  the  nearer  port? 
of  Lohia  or  Hodeida,  from  whence  it  is  tranfported  in 
finail  vcffcls  to  lodda.    The  Egyptians  fetch  it  from  the 
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BOOK  laft  mentioned  place,    and  all  other  nations  from  the 

III.       ^ 

former. 

The  quantity  of  coffee  exported  may  be  eftimated  at 
twelre  millions  five  hundred  an^i  fifty  thoufand  weight. 
The  European  companies  take  off  a  million  and  a  half  r 
the  Perfians  three  millions  and  a  half;  the  fleet  from 
Suez  fix  millions  and  a  half;  Indoftan,  the  Maldives^  and 
the  Arabiap  colonies  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  fifty  thoufand ; 
and  the  Caravans  a  million. 

As  the  coffee  which  is  bought  up  by  the  Caravans  and 
the  Europeans,  is  the  beft  that  cap  be  procured,  it  coils 
from  fixteen  to  feventeen  fols  ^  a  poundt  The  Perfians, 
who  content  therofelvcs  with  that  of  an  inferior  quality, 
J)  ay  no  more  than  twelve  or  thirteen  fols^  a  pound;  The 
Egyptians  purchafe  it  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  or  fixteen « ; 
their  cargoes  being  compofed  partly  of  good  and  partly 
of  bad  coffee.  If  we  eftimate  coffee  at  fourteen  fols  ^  a 
pound,  which  is  the  mean  price,  the  profits  accruing  to 
Arabia  from  its  annual  exportation  will  amount  to 
8,7859000  livres«.  This  money  does  ndt  go  into  their 
(^offers ;  but  it  enables  them  to  purcli^e  the  commoditiei 
brought  from  tb^  fpreign  mwkets  tp  their  ports  of  Jodd^ 
Und  Mocha. 

Mocha  receives  from  Abyflinia  fli^p,  elephant's  teeth, 
mufk,  and  flavls.  It  is  fupplied  from  the  ^aftern  coaft  of 
Africa  with  flavcs,  amber,  and  ivory;  from  the  Perfiaii 
Qulf  with  dates,  tobacco,  and^rn;  from  Surat  with  ^ 
Vafl  quantity  of  coarfe,  and  a  few  fine  linens ;  fit)m  Bom- 
bay  and  Pondicherry  with  iron,  lead,  copper,  which  ar^ 
icarried  thither  rrom  Europe;  from  Malabar  with  rice, 
ginger,  pepper,  Indian  faffron,  with  coire,  cardamom, 
and  even  planks ;  from  the  Maldives  with  gum  benzoin, 
aloes-wood,  and  pepper,  which  thefe  iflands  take  in  ex- 
change ;  fropi  Coromandcl,  four  or  five  hundred  bales  of 
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cottons,  chiefly  blue.    The  greateft  part  of  thefe  commo-  B  O  O  ^ 
dities,  which  may  fetch  fix  millions  «,  are  confumed  in  the 
interior  part  of  the  country.     The  reft,  particularly  the 
cottons,  find  their  way  to  Abyflinia,  Socotora,  and  the 
eaftern  coaft  of  Africa. 

NoiTE  of  the  branches  of  bufinefs  which  are  managed  at 
Mocha,  as  well  as  throughout  all  the  country  of  Yemen^ 
or  even  at  Sanaa,  the  capital,  is  in  the  h^nds  of  the 
natives.  The  extortions  with  which  they  are  perpetually 
threatened  by  the  government,  deter  them  from  interfering 
in  them.  All  the  warehoufes  are  occupied  by  th«  Banians 
of  Surat  or  Gu^erat,  who  make  a  point  of  returning  to 
thdr  own  country  as  foon  as  they  have  made  their  fortune. 
They  then  refign  dieir  fettlements  to  merchants  of  their 
own  nation,  who  retire  in  their  turn,  and  are  fucceedcd 
by  others. 

Thb  European  companies,  who  enjoy  the  exclufive  pri- 
vilege of  trading  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for« 
merly  maintained  agents  at  Mocha.     Notwithftanding  it 
was  ftipulated  by  a  folemn  capitulation  that  the  impofts 
demanded  fhould  be  rated,   at   two  and   a  quartet  per 
cent,  they  were  fubjeft  to  frequent  extortions.    The  go- 
yernor  of  the  place  infifting  on  their  making  him  prefents, 
wliich  enabled  him  to  purchafb  the  frvour  of  the  courtiers, 
or  even  of  the  prince  himfelf.  -  However  the  profits  they 
obtained  by  the  fale  of  European  goods,  particularly  cloths, 
inclined  them  to  fubmit  to  thefe  repeated  humiliations. 
When    thefe    feveral  articles  were  furnifhed  by  grand 
Cairo,  it  was  then  impo(Iihle  to  withftand  the  compe* 
tition,  and  the  fixed  fettlements  were  tiierefore  given  up. 
Thb  trade  is  carri^  on  by  the  (hips  that  fail  from  Eu- 
rope with  iron,  lead,  copper,  and  filver,  fufficient  to  pay 
for  the  coffee  they  intend  to  btiy.    The  fupercargoes,  who 
have  the  care  of  thefe  tranfadions,  fettle  matters  every 
voyage.    Thefe  expeditions^  which  at  firft  were  pretty 
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BOOK  numerous  and  advantageous,  have  been  faeetoffi^IjP'laid 
afide.  The  plantations  of  coffee,  made  by  the  Eiiifopcfatl' 
nations  in  their  colonies,  have  equally  lelTen^d  the  con* 
fumption  and  the  price  of  that  which  comes  from  Arabia. 
At  the  long  run,  the&  voyages  did  not  yield  a  fufficient 
profit  to  stnfwer  the  high  charges  of  dired  expeditions. 
The  companies  of  England  and  France  then  refolved  one 
of  them  to  fend  ihips  from  Bombay,  and'  the  other  from 
Pondicheriy  to  Mocha,  with  the  merchondife  of  Europe 
and  India.  They  even  frequently  had  recourfe  to  a  me* 
thod  that  wa$  lefs  expenflve.  The  Englift  and  French 
who  traffic  from  India  to  India,  vilit  the  Red  Sea  every,  ' 
yeaK  Though  they  difpofe  of  their  merchandife  there  to 
good"  ad  Iran  tage,  they*can  never  take  in  cargoes  from 
thence  for  their  return.  They  carry,  for  a  moderate 
freight,  the  coffee  belonging  to  the  companies  who  lade 
the  vcilels  wftb  it,  which  they  difpatch  from  Malabar  and 
Coromandel  to  Europe.  The  Dutch  company,  who  pro* 
hibit  their  fervants  from  having  armaments,  and  who  fit 
<mt  no  expeditions  tbemfelves  for  the  Ambic  Gulph,  are 
deprived  of  the  (hare  they  might  take  in  this  branch  of 
commerce.  They  h^ve  alfo  given  up  a  much  more  lucra*. 
tive  branch*  that  of  lodda. 

loDDA  is  a  port  &tuated  near  the  middle  of  the- Aralvo 
Gulph,  twenty  leagues  from  Jerufakm«  •  The  giovemmesK. 
there  is  of  a  mixed  kind :  the  ,Gr«nd  Seignior  aod  th»  . 
Xeriff  of  Mecca  fliare  the  authority  and  the  revenue  of 
the  cuftoms  between>thenu  Thefe  impofts  ace  teviedupoft 
the  Europeans  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  eent  apd  upon 
other  nation^'at  thirteen.  They  are  ^^ihrays  paid  in.iner'r 
chtfhdife,  which  the  managers  oblige  t^  merchants  of 
th^  country  to  buy  at  a  very  dear  rate*  .  The  Turks,  who 
have'  been  driven  from  Aden,  Mocha,  and  every  part  of 
the  Yemen;  would  long  ago  have  been  expetied  from  Indda^ 
if  there  had  npt<  been  room  to  apprehead  that  they  might 
,  .    ,  revenge 
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rtifcnge  thenofidveft  ia  fvkch  a  manner  as  to  put  an  end  to  ^  O  o  K 
thf ir  piligrimages  ao4  oomqacrcc. . 

SuaAT  leads  three  (hipi  every  year  to  Iodda«  which  are 
ladt^a  witjv  tineoiS  of,  all  colours^  (hawls,  cotton  and  filk 
ftttffs,  frequently  oraamented  withhold  and  filrer  flowers. 
*rht[  ftle  of  thefe  goods  produces  ten  millions  of  livres\ 
Two,  and  oftener  three  veflels  belonging  to  the  Engliihg 
fail  from  BengiLl  for  the  fame  deftination.  They  are  fitted 
out  by  the  free  merchants  of  that  nation*  Formerly  their 
company  had  concerns  there;  at  prefent  thefe  merchants 
have  no  alTociates  but  the  Armenians.  Thefe  unitad  car* 
goes  may  be  eftimated  Rt  feven  millions  two  hundred  thou* 
fand  livres  V  They  confifi  of  rice,  ginger,  faffroi^  fugai;j^ 
a  few  iilk  fluffs^  and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  linens, 
vhicb  are  for  the  moft  part  ordinary.  Thefe.  veflels, 
which  may  enter  the  Mediterranean  from  the  be^^inning 
of  December  till  ike  end  of  May  find  the  fleet  of  Suez 
atiodda* 

Thu  fleet  commonly  ^onfifb  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  veC' 
fels  laden  with  coci^*  rice,  and  pulfe,  for  the  ufe  of  Af«« 
bia*  .  They  earry  out  for  Afia  Venetian  glafs*ware,  coral, 
yellow-amber,  ^of  whi^b  the  Indians  make  necklaces  an4 
bracelets.  They  arrive  together  in.  O&obcry  and  return 
to^g^er  an  Februaryy  with  fix  loiUion  five  hundred  thou* 
ikttd.weight  of  coffee«  and  with  linens  ^r  Auffs  to  the  value 
ol'fevcn  roilliona  of  livres  <^«  Though  they  have  only  twov 
bundled  leagues  to  fail  to  regain  their  poft,  they  employ 
twoimontha  in  the  voyage;  being  retarded  by  the  north 
wind  which  blows  continually  in  this  fea.  Their  ignorance 
isfoch,  that  though  they  are  accnflomed  to  cait anchor 
every  night,  they  think  thmfelves  fortunate  when  they 
lofe  only  the  iixth  part  of  their  fhips.  If  to  thefe  lofles 
we  add  the  great  expence  of  their  armaments^  the  eioce^^ 
five  impofks  demanded  at  Sues,  and  the  unavoidable  ex* 
tortious  of  a  government  that  oj^rcfles  all  induftry,  we 
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B  O'  O'  K  ^S  be  convinced  tfaat»  in  iht  prefent  fituation .of  things, 
t)ie  correfpondence  between  Europe  and  India  by  thil 
ehannel  is  imprafticable. 

Thb  merchandife  bfonght  from  Snrat  and  Bengal* 
which  the  Egyptian  fleet  does  not  take  off,  is  partly  con- 
fumed  in  the  country,  and  bought  ht  great  quantttles  by 
the  caravans,  which  come  every  year  to  Mecca. 

« 

The  Arabs  had' ever  entertained  an  afFedion  for  this 
city.  They  thought  it  had  been  the  refidence  of  Abraham, 
«md  diey  flocked  from  all  parts  to  a  temple,  of  which  they 
believed  he  was  the  founder.  Mohammed,  who  was  a  man 
of  too  mmch  underftanding  to  attempt  to  aboHlti  a  devotion 
fo  generally  eftahliflied,  contented  himfelf  with  red^ifylng 
the  objeA  of  it.  He  baniflied  the  idols  from  this  revered 
place,  and  dedicated  it  to  the  unity  of  God.  Mohammed 
was  not  the  meflienger  of  heaven ;  but  he  was- an  acute 
politician,  and  a  great  conqueror.  To  prbmote  the  con- 
courfe  of  ftrangers  to  a  city  which  he  intended  to  make 

s 

the  capital  pf  his  empire,  he  commanded  that  all  who  em- 
braced his  law  fliould  once  in  their  lives  undertake  a  piL- 
grimage  thither,  on  pain  of  dying  reprobates.  Thb 
precept  was  accompanied  with  another,  which  makes  it 
evident,  that  he  was  not  guided  by  fuperftition  alone. 
He  ordered  that  every  pilgrim,  of  whatever  country  he  was, 
ihould  purchafe  Ave  pieces  of  cotton,  and  get  them  confe«> 
crated,  and  made  into  handkerchiefs  for  himfelf,  and  alt 
the  perfons  belonging  to  his  family,  who  were  prevented 
by  reasonable  impediments,  from  undertaking  thi^  holy 
expedition. 

'  This  policy  might  naturally  be  expeAed  to  make  Ari^ 
bia  the  center  of  a  prodigious  trade,  when  the  number  of 
pilgrims  ihould  amount  to  feveral  millions.  Thas  2eal  is 
fo  much  abated  efpecially  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  in  In-' 
doflan  and  Periia,  in  proportion  to  the  refpe&ire  dtfl»n- 
ces  of  thofe  places  from  Mecca,  that  the  number  is  redu* 
c?d  to  ji  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand ;  of  which  the  Turks 
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make  the  greateft  part.  They  carry  away  with  them  BOOK 
feren  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pieces  of  linen;  each 
t^n  ells  in  length,  exclufively  of  thofe  which  many  of 
them  buy  for  fale.  They  are  encouraged  in  theie  mer* 
cantile  4;heGDes«  by  the  advantages  they  havr  in  croflhsg 
^he  deferts,  and  in  not  being  expofed  to  thof^  oppreffivc 
tolls  which  are  fo  d^ftrudive  in  the  fea-ports  of  Suez  and 
Baflbra.  The  money  received  from  thefe  pilgrims  and 
from  the  fleet,  and  by  the  Arabs  from  the  iale  of  coffee, 
is  expended  in  India.  The  veifels  fix>m  Surat,  Malabar, 
CoromandeU  and  Bengal,  annually  carry  away  14,400,000 
livres  >,  and  about  the  eighth  part  of  this  lum  in  merehan* 
dife.  When  thefe  riches  come  to  be  divided  among  the 
trading  nations  of  Europe,  the  moft  confiderable  Ihare 
is  appropriated  by  the  Engliih.  They  have  acquired  th<^ 
fame  fuperiority  in  Perfia. 

The  Englifh  nation  had  fcarce  been  admitted  into  the  q^^  j 
empire  of  the  Sophis,  whfen,  as  we  have  obferved,  the  Dutch  ▼icw  of  the 
reforted  th^rc  in  great  numbers.     The  trade  of  thefe  re-  PcrfialT  *  * 
publicans  was  at  firft  eftabliihed  on  a  very  difadvantageous  Gniph,  and 
footing;  but  being,  by  the  civil  wars  of  England^  foon  EngUihia  ' 
delivered  from  a  rival  whofe  various  privileges  were  not  to  P*^'*^* 
be  overbalanced  even  by  the  greatfcft  oeconomy,  they  were 
in  a  ihort  time  without  competitors,  and  confequently  ac- 
quired an  authority  to  fet  what  price  they  thought  proper 
on"  the  commodities  they  bought  or  fold.     The  connec* 
tions  of  the  Periians  with  the  Dutch  were  founded  on 
this  deftrudjve  fyAttn ;  when  the  return  of  the  Englifti, 
who  were  foon  after  folKwed  by  the  French,  gave  a  new 
turn  to  affairs    and  put  them   upon  a  more  equitable 
footing* 

At  the  time  when  the  three  nations  exerted  their  ut- 
inoft  efforts  to  gain  the  fuperiority,  and  thefe  efforts 
jurned  to  the  advantage  of  the  empire,  they  were  har- 
|ra^e4  Yfilk  f^  tboufand  oppreffions,  fome  mor^  unjuft  and  ^ 
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BOOK  odious  than  the  rfft«  The  throne  was  continually  filled  with 
tyrannical  or  weak  priqccs,  whofc  cnif  Ity  and  injufticc, 
weakefied  the  oorrcfpoiidencc  of  their  fubjeds  with  other 
nations.  One  9f  tbefe  tyrants  was  (o  favage»  that  a  great 
mzn  of  his  court.ufed  to  iay,  Tb^  %ifAintUir  be  came  put 
cf  the  ii»g*f  ckfeP-be  clapped  betb  bis  bands  i^  his  bead  ^ 
feel  wbetber^  it  wasjlill  uptn  bis  Jboulders.  When  his  fuc-r 
ceflbr  was  told  (ha(  the  fineft  prpvinces  in  the  empijre  were 
invaded  by  the  Tnrk^,  he  anfwered  coldly^  TboJt  tbeir 
profrefs  gave  him  very  Utile  difturbance^pT^ded  they  would 
leave  him  the  city  of  Ifpahan.  His  foa  was  fo  meanly  en- 
llaved  to  the. mod  frivolous  obfecyances  of  his  religion^ 
that  he  was  ftiledj  by  way  of  4crifioa,  Hujfein  the  monkp 
enr  prieft:  a  charader  lefs  odious^  perhaps^  in  a  prince* 
but  much  more  daJp.gerous  to  his  people^  than  that  of  im* 
piety,  or  de^ance  of  the  gods. ,  Under  thefe  defpicablc 
fovereigns,  mercantile  affairs  e\'ery  d^  declined  moce  and, 
more  at  Gombroon.  The  Afghans  reduced  them  to  notbi«g« 

These  are  a  people  of  Caodahar,  a  mountainous  coun^ 
try^  lying  north. of  Ipdia.  They  have  fometimes  beea 
fubje£l  to  .  tly:  MpguUf  foniet;mes .  tp  the  Fprfiansj  bull 
more  frequently  independ^ixt.  Thofe  that  do  not  reCde 
in  the  capital  live  in  tents,  aft^  the  m^ner  of  the  Tar* 
tars.  They  are  of  ^low  ftature  and  illmadc;  but- are  ner-» 
vousy  robuft.  (killed  in  the  uf^  of  the  bowj  ^nd  in  horfe^ 
manfbip,  and  inured  to  fatigue.  Their  manner  of  fights 
ing  b  fingular;. picked  foldiersj  divided  into  two  troc^s^ 
fall  upon  the  enemy  without  any  order»  only  endeavour* 
ing  to  open  the  way  for  the  army*  that  follows  them.  Aa 
foon  as  the  battle  i^  begun,  they  retire  jto  the  flanks  and^ 
rear-guard,  where  their  bufinefs  is  to  prevent  axty  porfoii 
from  giving  way.  If  any  ibldier  attempts  to.  fly,  they  at** 
tack  him  with  their  fabres,  and  compel  him  to  refume  hif 
ranks. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  century,  this  fierce  people 
kft  their  pio^ntains,  poured  into  Perfiaj  carried  devafta« 
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tion  every  where,  and  at  length  fubdiled  it,  after  a  carnage  B  0  0  K 
of  twenty  years.  Fanaticifm  prolonged  the  horrid  out- 
rages with  which  they  were  ifained  in  thetr  courfe  of  tiieir 
cohqu^ft.  An  iri^atiaWe  ze^l  for  the  Turkifli  fupcrftitloh, 
Snd  att Unconquerable  averfion  forthc  fe^t  bf  Ali,  prompted 
them'to'maflacre'thourands  of  Perfians  in  cold  blood.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  provinces  they  had  riot  entered,  were 
ravaged  by  the  Ruffians,  Turks,  and  Tartars.  "Thomas 
Kouli-Khan  drove  th'efc  robbers  out  of  this  country,  b\it 
fhewed  himfelf  fti!!  more  barbarous'  than  they.  His 
violent  death  gave  birth  to  new  calamities.  Anarchy  ag- 
gt-avates  the  cruelties  of  tyranny.  One  of  the  fineft:  eih- 
pires  in  the  World,  is  become  an  extenflve  fcene  of  defo- 
lation,  and  a  lafting  and  fhamefiil  monument  of  that  de« 
ftrudtive  inftinft  that  animates  uncivilized  people,  and  is 
at  the  fame  time  ah  inevitable  confcquencc  of  the  vices  of 
defpot^c  govern  merit. 

•  Dtf&iNG  this  general  confiifion,  the  Engllfli  (kles  m 
Pcrfia  confifted  of  Ao'more  than  a  hundred  bales  of  woollen 
goBds,  two  hundred  thbtinmd  weight  of  iron,  and  the 
feme  quantity  of  lead.  Thefe  articles,  taken  together, 
brought  them  no  mote  than  froni  twelve  to  thirteen  hun- 
dred thoufand  livres  a  -^aid  in  money.  This  deadnefs  of 
trade  detDtmiiied  the  c5mpanj^  to  follow  the  example  of 
their  rivals,  atid  to  fe«k'  th<>fe' advantages  at  BaiTora,  which 
they  coirld  not  obtam  kt  Gbmbroon. 

Bas^oka  is  aWgc  city,  built  by  the  Arabs,  in  the 
heighth  bf  their  profperlty,  fifteen  leagues  below  the  place 
where  the  Tigris  arid  Euphrates  meet,  and  at  the  fame 
diftance  from  the  Perfian  Guiph,  into  which  thefe  rivers 
difembogue  themfelves.  Its  inhabitants  are  computed  at 
fifty  thbufind ;  confiftirig  of  Arabs,  fifteen  hundred  Ar- 
menians, and  a  fmall  number  of  families  of  different  na- 
tions whom  the  hope  of  gain  has  attraifled  hither.    Its- 
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B  0  0  K  territoiy  abounds  in  rice,  fruits^  pulfe,  cotton  and  partl^ 
cularly  in  dates. 

Thb  port  of  Baflbrai  as  thoft  who  firft  cfftabliflied  It 
forefawy  becanie  a  famous  marti  Thtf  merchandife  of 
Europe  was  brought  thither  by  the  Euphrates,  and  that 
of  India  by  fca*  The  tyranny  of  the  Portiiguefc  inter-* 
cepted  this  communication*  It  would  have  been  opened 
again  when  their  power  declined,  had  not  this  unhappy 
country  continually  been  the  fcene  of  the  difputcs  between 
the  Arabs,  the  Perfians,  and  the  Turks.  This  laft  power 
being  in  quiet  poifeflion  of  this  harbour,  have  availed 
themfelves  of  the  troubles  of  their  neighbours  to  renew  the 
trade.  The  mercantile  bufmefs,  which  was  before  tranladed 
at  Gombroon,  is  at  prefent  centered  at  BaiTora,  which  has 
recovered  its  ctedit  and  importance. 

This  change  has  not  been  cffeAed  without  difficulty. 
At  firft  the  people  of  the  country  were  defirous  of  con* 
fining  the  traders  to  the  river.  They  forefaw,  that  if  theft 
foreigners  were  permitted  to  fettle  in  the  city ;  they  would 
not  be  fo  much  under  their  diredlion^  and  might  lay  up  in 
their  magazines  fuch  of  their  co/nmodities  as  they  could 
not  fell  during  one  monfoon,  with  a  view  of  difpofmg  of 
them  with  greater  advantage  at  another  time«  To  this 
maxim,  which  was  the  refult  of  an  ill-judged  avarice, 
were  added  others  arifing  from  fuperftitious  notions.  It 
was  deemed  a  violation  of  the  refped  due  to  religion  to 
permit  infidels  to  inhabit  a  city,  confecrated  by  the  blood 
of  fo  many  martyrs  and  faints  of  the  Mohammedan  per-* 
fuaiion.  This  prejudice  fcemed  to  have  fome  weight 
with  the  government,  Thefe  fcruples  were  overcome^ 
Pecuniary  confiderations  were  offered  by  thefe  nations, 
and  they  were  allowed  to  eftablifli  fa6lories,  and  even  to 
difplay  their  refpeftive  flags  belonging  to  their  country. 

Revolutions  are  fo  frequent  in  Afia,  that  trade  can- 
not  poflibly  be  carried  on  in  the  fame  continued  track 
•that  it  is  in  Europe,     Thefe  events,  joined  to  the  little 
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communication   fubfifting  beliveen  the  di£Ferent  Hates  by  ^  O  O  X 

fea  and  land,  muft  naturally  occafion  great  variations  in 

the  quantity  and  value  qf  commodities*    BaiTora,  on  ac- 

count  of  its  great  dtftance  from  the  centei*  of  bufinefs^ 

is   more  expofed  to  this  inconvenience  than  any  other 

place.     However,  upon  an  average^  we  may,  without 

fearing  to  be  very  wide  of  the  truth,  venture  to  eftimate 

the  merchandife  annually  brought  by  way  of  the  gulpfa^ 

at  twelve  millions  a.  -  Of  this  the  Eqgliih  furniih  four 

millions  b,  the  Dutch  two  c ;  the  Moors>  Banians,  AnUe* 

nians  and  Arabs,  furnifh  the  remainder. 

The  cargoes  of  thefe  nations  confift  of  rice,  fugar, 

plain,  ftriped  and  flowered  muflins  from  Bengal,  fpiccs 

from  Ceylon,  and  the  Molucca  iflands ;  coarfe  white  and 

blue  cottons  from  Coromandel ;  cardamon>  pepper,  fan- 

ders-wood,  from  Malabar;  gold  and  iilver  ftuifsi  turbans^ 

Ihawts,  indigo,  from  Surat;  pearls  from   Bahoren,  and 

coffee  from  Mocha;. iron,  lead>  and  woollen-cloth  from 

Europe.     Other  articles  of  lefs  confequence  are  imported 

from  different  place$.    Some  of  thefe  commodities  are 

ihipped  on  board  fmall  Arabian  veffels,  but  the  greater 

part  is  brought  by  European  Ihipsi  which  have  the  advan« 

tage  of  a  coniidcrable  freight* 

This  merQhandife  is  fold  for  ready  money;  and  paiies 
through  the  hands  of  the  Greeks,  Jews,  and  Armenians. 
The  current  money  is  converted  at  Baffora,  by  the  Banian^, 
into  fpecie  that  pafles  better  in  India. 

The  different  commodities  collected  at  Batfora,  are  dif- 
tributed  into  three  channels.  One  half  of  them  goes  to 
Perfia,  where  they  are  conveyed  by  the  Caravans :  tliere 
being  no  navigable  river  in  the  whole  empire.  'The  chief 
confumption  is  in  the  northern  provinces,  which  have  not 
been  fo  much  ravaged  as  thofe  in  the  fouth.  Both  of  them 
formerly  made  their  payments  in  precious  flones,  which 
were  become  common  by  the  plunder  of  India.    They 
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B  O  O.  K   hAd  afbrwsrdi  recourft  to  cornier  utenfib,  which  their 

in. 

iiuiie$  fanikhed  in  great  abundaiice.    At  preieiit  they 

ffwe  gold  and  iilTer  in  exchange,  which  had  been  con* 
ceaied  during  a  long  fccne  of  tynamf,  and  are  conftantiy 
dug  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  earth.  If  they  do  not  al^ 
low  tiinei  for  the  trees  that  produce  gum  and  have  been 
cut,  to  make  freih  fhoots^  if  they  negleft  to  multiply  the 
breed  of  the  goats  which  aiopd  fnch  fine  wool  i  and  if 
the  Elks  which  are  hardly  fufficient  to  Aipply  the  few  ma« 
nufafturers  remaining  in  Perfia  continue  to  be  fb  fcarce ; 
if  this  empire  does  not  rife  again  firom  its  aihes,  the  mines 
will  be  exhaufted*  and  this  fonrce  of  commerce  muft  be 
given  up. 

Thb  fecond  channel  is  a  more  fure  one,  by  the  way  of 
Bagdad,  Aleppo*  and  other  intermediate  towns,  whofe 
merchants  come  to  buy  their  goods  at  Baflbra*  Coffee, 
linen,  fpices,  and  other  merchandife  that  pafs  this  way, 
are  taken  in  exchange  /or  gold,  French  woollen-cloths, 
galls,  and  orpiment  which  i^  an  ingredient  in  colours, 
and  much  ufed  by  the  eaftem  people  in  extirpating  hair 
firom  their  bodies. . 

Anothrk  piuch  leis  confiderable  ch^nel  is  that  of 
Arabia  Deferta.  The  Arabs,  bordering  upon  BafTora, 
repair  annually  to  Aleppo  in  the  fpring,  to  fell  their  ca- 
mels. It  is  ufual  to  give  them  credit  for  muilins  to  the 
amount  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  livres,  which  they  buy 
very  cheap.  They  return  in  the  autumn,  bringing  woollen- 
cloths,  coral,  hard-wai'e,  and  fome  glafs  and  mirrors  from 
Venice.  The  Arabian  Caravans  never  meet  with  any  in- 
terruption in  their  journey ;  nor  are  foreigners  in  any 
danger,  if  they  take  care  to  carry  along  with  them  a  per- 
'  fon  belonging  to  each  of  the  tribes  they  may  happen  to 
/neet  with.  This  road  through  the  defert  would  be  uni- 
verfally  preferred  to  that  of  Bagdad,  on  account  of  fafety, 
expedition,  and  the  advantages  of  fale,  if  the  Pacha  of 
the  province,  who  has  eftabliihed  tolls  in  different  partsr 
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t)f  his  teftitcriy,  did  not  tife  every  poffiblc  precaution  to  B  O  O  K 
hinder  this  communiettion.     It  is  only,  by  eluding  tiM 


▼igilsmce  of  hh  depiitits,  that  one  can  prevail  upon 
Arabs  to  Cdrry  trkh  them-foihe  goods^  whieh  will  not  take 
up  much'room. 

Bi&siVES  theft  expi>rtati<^s>  there  is  a  pretty  large  con^^ 
fumptlon,  efpccially  of  coffee,  at  BafTora,  and  the  territo- 
ries belonging  to  it.  Thefe  articles  are  paid  for  lA  dates> 
peaiis,  rofc-watcr,  dried  fruits,  and  grain  When  that  is 
allowed  to  be  difpofed  of  to  fbreigners.  * 

This  trade  would  be  more  extenfivc  if  It  were  freed 
from  the  fhacklci  that  confine  it.  But  the  a6Hvity  that 
might  be  expe£ied  from  the  natives  of  the  country  is 
Continually  damped  by  the  oppreffions  they  labour  un-» 
der,  efpccially  at  a  diftance  from  the  center  of  the  em- 
pire. The  foreigners  are  no  lefs  diftrcffed  by  the  govern- 
ors, Whofe  extortions  frttnilh  them  with  the  means  of 
keeping  their  pofts,  and  frequently  of  prefcrving  their 
lives*  Were  it  poilible  in  fome  meafure  to  affuage  this 
thirft  df  gold,  it  would  foon  be  renewed  by  the  rivalry  of 
the  European  nations,  whofe  fole  aim  is  to  fupplant  one 
another,  and,  who,  to  gain  their  ends,  fcrnple  not  to  era- 
ploy  the  moft  execrable  expedients.  A  ftriking  inftance 
of  this  bdious  fpirit  of  jealoufy  happened  in  174S. 

Baron  Knyphaufen  managed  the  Dutch  fa6^ory  at  Baf- 
fora  with  extraordinary  fucCefs.  The  Englifh  found 
themfelves  in  Imminent  danger  6f  loflng  the  fuperiority 
they  had  aciquired  at  this  place  as  Well  as  in  moft  of  th^ 
fea-ports  in  India.  The  dfead  of  an  event  whith  muft 
Wound  at  the  fame  time*  their  interefts  and  their  vanity 
betrayed  them  into  injuftice.  They  excited  the  Turkifh 
government  to  f^pprefs  a  "branch  df**trade  that  was  ufe- 
ful  to  it,  ahd  pfocur^d  an  order  forthe  confifcation  of 
the  merchandife  and  poffcflions  of  their  rivals. 

The  Dutch  faftor>  who  under* the  chata^er  of  a  ftief- 
chant,  concealed  the  ftatefmiw;  inftaittly  took  a  refcHation 
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•BOOK  worthy  of  a  man  of  genius.  He  retired  with  his  depen- 
dents  and  the  broken  remains  of  his  fortune  to  Karek,  a 
fmall  Ifland  at  the  dlAance  of  fifteen  leagues  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river :  where  he  fortified  himfelf  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  by  intercepting  the  Arabian  and  Indian 
veflels,  bound  for  the  city,  he  compelled  the  government 
to  grant  him  an  indemnification  for  the  lofles  he  had  fuf- 
tained  by  its  behaviour.  The  fame  of  his  integrity  and 
abilities  drew  to  his  ifland  the  privateers  of  the  neighbour- 
ing ports,  the  very  merchants  of  BafTora  and  the  Euro* 
peans  who  traded  thither.  This  new  colony  found  its 
profperity  increafe  every  day,  when  it  was  abandoned  by 
its  founder.  The  fuccefTor  of  this  able  man  did  not  dif* 
play  the  fame  talents.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  1765 
he  fufFcred  himfelf  to  be  difpolTefTed  of  his  ifland  by  the 
Arabian  Gorfair  Mirmahana.  The  company  have  lofl  an 
important  pofl,  and  more  than  two  millions  *  in  artillery, 
proviHons  and  merchandife. 

By  this  event  Baflbra  was  freed  from  a  rivalry  that  wai 
prejudicial  to  its  interefls ;  but  an  unforefeen  and  much 
more  formidable  one  hds  fucceeded  in  its  room,  which  it 
that  of  Mufkat. 

Musk  AT  is  a  city  in  Arabia,  fituated  on  the  weflern 
fide  of  the  Perfian  gulph.  The  great  Albuquerque  made 
himfelf  mafler  of  it  in  1507,  and  ruined  its  trade,  which 
he  wanted  to  transfer  wholly  to  Ormus.  When  the  Por^ 
tuguefe  had  loft  this  fmall  kingdom,  they  were  defirous 
of  reviving  the  trade  at  Mufkat,  of  which  they  ftill  kept 
poffeflion.  Their  endeavours  proved  ineffeftual ;  and  the 
merchants  bent  their  courfe  to  Gombroon.  They  dreaded 
the  infolence  of  the  old  tyrants  of  India ;  and  were  un- 
willing to  rely  upon  their  fidelity.  No  vefTels  entered  the 
harbour  except  thofe  brought  by  themfelves.  It  ceafed 
to  be  frequented  by  the  fliips  of  every  nation,  after  thefc 
imperious  mafters  v/ere  driven  from  it  in  1648.     Their 
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pride  getting  the  better  of  their  fclf-intercft,  ipade  them  ^  ^^  ^ 
no    longer   dcGrous    of  going    thither  :    and    had    ftill 
power  fufftcient  to  prevent  any   fhips  from  entering  or 
going  oQt. 

The  dedertfiort  of  their  power  tempted  the  inhabitants 
of  Mufkat  t^  the  fame  a£ls  of  piracy,  to  whicH  they  had 
long  been  expofed.     They  made  defcents  upon  the  coafts 
<5f  their  ancient  opprefTors  ;  and  the  fucccfs  they  met  with 
encouraged  them  to  attack  the  fmall  Moorifh  and  Euro- 
pean veffels  that  frequented  the  Perfian  gulph*     But  they 
were  fo  feverely  chaftifed  for  their  depredations  by  feve- 
ral  nations,  and  efpecially  by  the  Englifti,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  defiftk  From  that  period  the  city  remained  in  a 
ftate  of  negle^Sl,  which  was  prolonged  for  a  confiderablc 
time  by  inteftine  broils,   and  foreign  invafions.   At  length 
the  government  afluminga  more  regular  form  at  Mu(kat» 
and  in  the  whole  country,  under  the  jurifdidtion  of  its 
Iman,  its  commerce  began  to  revive  about  the  year  1749. 
The  articles  of  confumption  in  the  country  itfelf  are 
Hce,  blue  linens,  iron,  lead,  fugar,  and  fome  fpices ;  the 
returns  fot  which  are  made  in  myrrh,  inccnfe,  gum-ara- 
bic, and  a   fmall  quantity  of  filver.     This  confumption^ 
however,    would   not   be   confiderable  enough   to  invite 
fliips   hither,    if  Mulkat,    which   is  fituated  pretty  near 
the  entrance  of  the  Pcrfian  fea,  were   not  an  excellent 
mart  for  the  innermoft  part  of  the  gulph.     All  trading 
nations   begin  tp  give  it  the  preference  to  BatTora ;  be- 
caufe  it  makes  their  voyage  Ihorter  by  three  months ;  they 
are  free  from  any  kind  of  extortion;  and  imports  are 
lowered  to  one  and  a  half  per  cent.     The  merchandife, 
indeed,  is  afterwards  to  be  carried  to  Baflbra,  where  it 
pays  a  tax  of  three  per  x:ent.  but  the  Arabs  make  fuch  ad- 
vantage of  their  boats,  and  have  fo  many  methods  of  elud- 
ing the  tolls,  that  they  will  always  find  their  account  in 
difpofing  of  their  goods  at  Mulkat.      Befides  this,  the 
dates,  which  are  produced  at  Baflbra  in  greater  plenty  and 
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BOOK  perfeftion  than  any  other  article,  and  are  often  fpoilt 
on  board  large  veflels  that  fail  flowly,  are  brought 
with  the  utmofl  expedition  in  light  barks  to  Mahbar^. 
and  the  Red  Sea.  There  is  a  particular  reafon  which 
will  always  determine  the  Englifh,  who  trade  for  them- 
felvcs,  to  frequent  Mulkat.  They  are  there  exempted 
from  the  five  per  cent,  which  they  are  obliged  to  pay  at 
BafTora,  as  well  as  at  all  other  places  where  their  company 
have  made  fettlements. 

This  company  have  never  attempted  to  eftablifh  them- 
felves  on  the  ifland  of  Baharen  ;  which  we  are  at  a  lofs  to 
account  for.  This  ifland  which  lies  in  the  Perflan  Gulph^ 
has  often  changed  its  mailers.  It  fell,  with  Ormus,  un- 
der the  dominion  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  was  governed 
by  the  fame  laws.  Thefe  conquerors  were  afterwards  de- 
prived of  it,  and  it  has  fince  undergone  a  variety  of  re- 
volutions.  Thomas  Kouli  Khan  reflored  it  to  Perfia  to 
which  it  had  belonged.  This  haughty  ufurper  at  that 
time  conceived  the  plan  of  an  extenfive  authority.  He 
wanted  to  make  himfelf  mafler  of  two  feas,  fome  coaiU 
of  which  he  already  pofTefTed:  but  finding  that  his-fub- 
jeds  oppofed  his  defign  inilead  of  favouring  it^  he  had 
recourfe  to  one  of  thofe  arbitrary  afts  which  tyrants  make 
no  fcruple  of  excrciling,  and  tranfported  his  fubje(5ts  in 
the  Peril  an  Gulph  to  the  Cafpian  Sea,  and  thofe  in  the 
Cafpian  Sea  to  the  Periian  Gulph.  He  looked  upon  this 
double  tranfmigration  as  the  neceiTary  means  of  breaking 
the  connexions  which  both  thefe  people  had  formed  with 
his  enemies,  and  of  fecuring  their  fidelity,  if  he  could  not 
engage  their  attachment.  His  death  put  a  period  to  his 
vail  deiigns :  and  the  confufion  into  which  his  empire  was 
thrown,  afforded  a  fair  opportunity  to  an  ambitious  and 
enterprizing  Arab  of  taking  poiTeifion  of  Baharen,  where 
he.ftill  maintains  his  authority. 

This  ifland,  famous  for  its  pearl  fiflicry  even  at  the 
time  when  pearls  were  found  at  Ormus,  Karek,  Kefliy, 
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and  other  places  in  the  Gulph,  is  row  become  of  much  BOOK 
greater  confequencc ;  the  other  banks  having  been  ex- 
hauftcd,  while  thofe  near  it  have  fufFered  no  fenfible  dimi- 
nution.  The  time  of  fifhing  begins  in  April,  and  ends  in  • 
Oftober.  It  is  confined  to  a  tra£l  of  four  or  five  leagues.  The 
Arabs  who  alone  follow  this  employment,  pafs  their  nights 
upon  the  ifland  or  the  coaft,  unlefs  they  are  prevented  by 
the  .wind  from  going  on  (bore.  They  formerly  paid  a 
toll  which  was  received  by  the  galliots  on  that  flat  ion. 
€incc  the  lafl' changes,  none  but  the  inhabitants  of  this 
ifland  pay  this  acknowledgment  to  their  chief,  who  is  not 
in  a  condition  to  deq:iand  them  from  others. 

The  pearls  taken  at  fiaharen,  though  not  fo  white  as 
thoA?  of  Ceyion  and  J-apan,  are  much  larger  than  thofe 
of  the  former  place,  and  of  a  more  regular  (hape  than 
thofe  of  the  latter.  They  are  of  a  ycllowifh  cafl ;  but 
have  this  recommendation,  that  they  prefervc  their  golden 
hue  ;  whereas  the  whiter  kind  lofe  much  of  their  luftre 
by  keeping,  particulariy  in  hot  countries.  The  Ihell  of 
both  thefe  fpecies,  wiiich  is  known  by  the  name  of  mother 
of  pear!,   is  ufed  in  Afia  for  various  p\irpofe«. 

The  annual  revenue,  ariung  from  the  filhery  in  the  la- 
titude of  Baharen,  is  computed  at  3,600,000  livres*.  The 
greateft  part  of  the  pearls  that  are  uneven,  are  carried  to 
Conftantinopie,  and  other  ports  of  Turkys  where  the 
larger  compofe  part  of  the  ornaments  of  the  head-drefs, 
and  the  fmaller  are  ufed  in  works  of  embroidery.  The 
perfcd  pearls  arc  of  courfc  referved  for  Surat,  from  whence 
they  are  diftributcd  throughout  all  Indoflan.  The  women 
have  fo  ftrong  a  paflion  for  luxury,  and  the  falc  of  this  ar- 
.ticle  is  fo  much  increafed  by  fuperftition,  tbat  there  is 
not  the  leafl  reafon  to  apprehend  any  diminution  either 
in  the  price  or  the  demand.  There  are  none  of  the  Gentiles 
who  do  not  make  a  point  of  religion  to  bore  at  leaft  one 
jjcarl  at  the  time  of  their  marriage.    Whatever  may  be 
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^  the  noyilcrious  meaning  of  this  cuftom  among  a  peoplf 
whofe  morality  and  poHt^s  are  couched  in  allegories,  or 
V^here  allegory  becomes  religion ;  this  embl^ifi  of  virgiii 
(nodcily  has  proved  advantageous  to  the  pearl  trade.  Th^ 
pearls  that  have  not  newly  been  bored,  make  a^  part  of 
drefs  ;  but  cannot  have  a  place  in  the  marriage  cerernony, 
where  one  new  pearl  at  leaft  is  indif])cnfible.  They  arc 
accordingly  always  fold  five  and  twenty  or  thirty  percent, 
cheaper  than  thofc  brought  from  the  Gulph  where  they  are 
taken.  There  are  no  pearls  at  Malabar :  but  it  has  riche$ 
of  another  kind. 
General  Malabar  is,    properly  fpeaking,    ^    country  fituate4 

lUie  of  the    ^e*^,een  Q^p^  Corriorin,  and  the  river  of  Neticeram.  But 

trade  on  ilitf  *  ' 

coaitofMa-  to  make  our  narrative  the  better  ur.derftood    by  acconv- 

fhat  of  the    wiodating  it   to  the  notions  generally  received  in  Europe ; 

^ngluh  in    ^e  fliall  Vive  this  name  to  the  whole  tracl  extending  from 

the  Indus  to  Cape  Comorin,  including  the  adjacent  iilands« 

and  beginning  with  the  Maldives. 

The  Maldives  form  a  long  chain  of  jflands  to  the  we(l 
pf  Cape  Comorin,  which  is  the  neareft  part  of  the  Terra 
Firma.  They  are  divided  into  thirteen  provinces,  which 
are  called  atoUpr.s.  This  divifion  is  the  work  of  nature, 
which  has  furroundcd  each  atollon  with  a  barrier  of  rocki, 
which  is  a  better  defence  than  the  beft  fortification  againll 
the  impetuofity  of  the  waves,  or  the  attacks  of  an  enemy. 
The  natives  compute  the  number  cf  thefe  iflands  at  twelve 
thoufand ;  the  fmallcft  of  which  are  nothing  more  than 
hanks  of  fand  that  are  overflowed  at  high  tides,  and  the 
largefl:  very  fmall  in  circumference.  Of  all  the  channels 
that  feparate  them,  there  arc  only  four  capable  of  re- 
ceiving (hips.  The  reft  arc  fo  fhallow,  that  they  have  fol- 
dom  more  than  three  feet  water.  It  is  conje<5tured,  with 
probability,  that  all  thefe  different  iflands  were  formerly 
one,'  and  that  the  force  of  the  waves  ami  c\irrcnts,  or  (ome 
great  natural  event  has  divided  thum  into  fevcral  portions, 
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It  is  probable,  that  this  Archipelago,  was  originally  BOOK 
peopled  from  Malabar.  Afterwards  the  Arabians  failed 
thither,  ufurped,  the  fovereignty,  and  eflablilhed  their 
own  religion.  The  two  nations  united  together :  when 
the  Pprtuguefe,  foon  after  their  arrival  in  India,  reduced 
them  into  fubjej^ion.  This  tyranny  was  of  fliort  conti* 
nuance.  The  garrifon  which  held  them  in  (lavcry  was 
exterminated,  and  the  Maldives  recovered  their  indepen* 
dence.  Since  this  period  they  have  fallen  under  the  yoke 
of  an  arbritrary  prince,  who  keeps  his  court  at  Male,  and 
has  refigned  the  whole  authority  to  the  priefls.  He  is  the 
fole  merchant  in  his  dominions. 

An  adminiftration  of  this  flamp,  and  the  barren nefs  of 
the  country  which  produces  nothing  but  cocoa-tree$, 
hinder  the  trade  from  being  confidcrable.  The  exports 
confiA  only  of  cowries,  fiih  and  kayar. 

Kayar  is  the  bark  of  the  cocoa-tree,  of  which  cables 
are  made,  which  ferve  for  the  Indian  navigation.  This  is 
no  where  fo  good,  and  in  fuch  plenty  as  in  the  Maldives^ 
A  great  quantity  is  carried  together  with  cowries  'to 
Ceylon,  where  thefe  commodities  are  exchanged  for  the 
arekka  nu^* 

Thb  iiQi,  called  in  the  country,  conplemalTe,  is  dried  in 
the  fun.  It  is  failed  by  plunging  it  fevcral  times  into  the 
fea ;  and  cut  into  pieces  of  the  thicknefs  and  length  of  a 
pnan's  finger.  Cargoes  of  it  are  annually  brought  to 
Achen,  which  are  purchafed  with  gold  and  benzoin.  The 
gold  goes  no  farther  than  the  Maldives;  and  the  benzoin 
is  fent  to  Mocha,  where  it  procures  in  return  about  three 
hundred  bales  of  coffee  for  the  confumption  of  thefe 
iilands. 

Cowries  are  white  and  Ihining  (hells.  They  fi(h  for 
them  twice  a  month ;  three  days  before  the  new  mpon, 
and  three  days  after.  This  employment  belongs  to  the 
women,  who  wade  to  the  middle  in  water  to  gather  them 
upon  the  fands.     They  are  put  up  in  parcels  containing 

U  4  twelve 
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BOOK  twelve  thoufand.    Thofe  that  are  not  circulated  in  the 

country,  or  carried  to  Ceylon,  arc  fcnt  to  the  banks  of 

the  Ganges.  A  great  number  of  vefTels  annually  fail  from 

this  river,  laden  with  fugar,  rice,  linen,   and  other  Icfs 

coniiderable  articles  for  the  ufe  of  the  Maldives,  and  re* 

turn  with  a  cargo  of  cowries  valued  at  about  700,000 

livres  *.     One  part  is  circulated  in  Bengal,  where  it  ferves 

as  fmall  coin.     The  reft  is  taken  off  by  the   Europeans^ 

who  turn  it  to  account  in  their  trade  with  Africa.     They. 

buy  it  at  fix  fols  ^  a  pound,  and  fell  it  from  twelve  to 

eighteen^  in  their  feveral  capitals  ;  it  is  worth  thirty-five <* 

in  Guinea. 

The  kingdom  of  Travancore,  which  extends  from  Cape 
Comorin  to  the  frontiers  of  Cochin,  was  formerly  little 
more  opulent  than'  the  Maldives.  It  is  probable  that  it 
owed  the  preferN'ation  of  its  independency  to  its  poverty, 
when  the  Moguls  made  themfelves  mafters  of  Madura. 
The  prefent  monarch's  father  added  more  dignity  to  his 
crown  than  any  of  his  predcceflbrs.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  abilities.  One  of  the  neighbouring  ftates  had  fent 
him  two  ahibaffadors,  one  of  whom  began  a  long  ha- 
rangue, which  the  other  was  preparing  to  continue.  Be 
not  tedious,  life  is  Jhort,  faid  the  prince,  with  an  aufterc 
brow.  He  formed  a  fmall  body  of  troops  of  the  French 
and  i^ortuguefe  deferters,  which,  in  time  of  peace,  did 
duty  in  the  citadel  of  Kotate,  with  as  much  regularity  as 
our  garrifons,  and  were  of  fignal  fervicc  in  enlarging  his 
dominions  In  time  of  war.  The  interior  parts  of  his 
country  were  benefited  by  his  conquefts,  a  circumftance 
that  rarely  happens.  He  eftabliihed  there  large  cotton 
manufactures,  which  were  fold  at  firft  to  the  Dutch  at 
Tutocorin,  and  were  afterwards  carried,  to  the  Engliih 
fadlory  at  Anjengo. 

*  30/625 1.  ^  About  3d«  *  Near  8d.  on  an  avenge. 
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There  are  two  European  fettlements  in  the  kingdom  BOOK 
of  Trayancore :  •  that  of  the  Danes  at  Kolechey  is  nothing 
more  thaa  ^  fmall  ilorehouie>  where  they  might  ncver» 
thelefs  be  regularly  fnpplied  with  two  hundred  thoufand 
weight  of  pepper.  Such  is  their  indolence,  or  their  po- 
verty, that  they  have  made  but  one  purchafe,  and  that 
only  of  a  very  fmall  quantity,  thefe  ten  years. 

The  Englilh  faftory  at  Anjengo  has  four  fmall  baftions 
without  ditcjies,  and  a  garrifon  of  a  hundred  and  fifty 
black  and  white  men.  It  is  fituated  on  a  fandy  point  of 
land  at  the  mouth  of  a  fmall  river,  which  is  three-fourths 
of  the  year  choaked  up  with  fand.  Its  village  is  well  peo- 
pled, and  a  variety  of  trades  are  exercifed  there.  This 
fettlemenf  is,  in  general,  more  lucrative  to  the  agents  of 
the  company  who  buy  pepper,  large  cinnamon,  and  very 
good  kayar,  on  their  account,  than  to  the  company  them- 
felves,  who  trade  only  for  fifty  thoufand  weight,  of  pepper, 
and  fome  linens  of  fmall  value. 

Cochin  was  a  place  of  great  note  when  the  Portuguefe 
arrived  in  India.  They  made  themfelves  maflers  of  it, 
and  were  afterwards  difpoflefled  by  the  Dutch.  The 
Sovereign,  when  he  loft  it,  had  preferved  his  dominions, 
which.  In  the  fpace  of  twenty-five  years,  have  been  re- 
peatedly invaded  by  the  kingdom  o'f  Travancore.  His 
misfortunes  have  obliged  him  to  retire  under  the  walls  of 
his  ancient  capital,  where  he  lives  upon  a  revenue  of 
14,400  livres  *,  which  was  ftipulated  to  be  paid  him  by 
ancient  capitulations,  out  of  the  produce  of  his  cuftoms* 
In  the  fam^  fuburb  is  a  colony  of  induftrious  Jews,  who 
are  white  men,  and  idly  pretend  to  have-been  fettled  here 
at  the  time  of  the  Babylonijfh  captivity,  but  have  certainly 
been  fo  a  very  long  time,  A  town  encompaflcd  with  fer- 
tile Jaads,  and  \)uilt  upon  a  river  that  receives  veffels  of 
five  hundred  tons  burthen,  and  communicates  by  feverai 
navigable  branches  to  the  interior  parts  of  the  country, 
p.gy  paturally  be  expedled  to  be  in  a  flourifhing  condition. 

•  630 1, 
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^  If  it  is  otherwi&y  the  blame  muft  lie  on  the  opprefiivc  na- 
ture of  the  government.    - 

Tiiis  malignant  fpirit  is  at  lead  as  fenfibly  felt  at  Cali* 
cut :   all  nations  are  admitted  thither^  but  none  have  the 
afcendent.     The  fovereign  who  refigns  there  at  prefent  is 
a  Bramin.     This  is  almoft  the  only  throne  in  India  that,  is 
filled  by  a  perfon  of  this  firll  clafs.    In  other  places  the 
crown  is  worn  by  the  inferior  claifes  ;  and  even  \>y  perfons 
of  fuch  obfcure  origin,  that  their  domeflics  would  be  dif- 
honoured  and  baniihed  from  their  tribes,  if  they  conde- 
fcended  even  to  eat  with  their  monarchs.    Thefe' people 
take  care  not  to  boaft  of  fuppiog  with  the  king :  this  pre- 
judice is  not,  perhaps,  more  ridiculous  than  any  other. 
it  humbles  the  pride  of  princes,  and  cures  courtiers  of  a 
piece  of  vanity.     Such  is  the  influence  of  fuperflition :  it 
is  this  that  gives  rife  to  the  univerfal  prevalence  of  opinion. 
By  fuperftition  artifice  divides   the  empire  with  power, 
when  the  latter  has  conquered  and  enflaved  the  world, 
the  former  interpofes   and  prefcribes  laws  in  its, turn: 
they  enter  into  a  league  with  each  other,  mankind  fall 
proftrate,  and  fubmit  to  their  chains.     Accordingly  the 
Bramins,  who  are  the  depofitaries  of  religion  and  the  fci- 
ences  throughout  Indoilan,  are  every  where  employed  by 
the  Rajah  as  minifters  or  fccretaries  of  ftate,    and  make 
what  arrangements  they  think  proper ;  but  affairs  are  not 
the  better  managed  on  that  account. 

The  adminiilration  of  Calicut  is  bad  in  general,  and 
that  pf  the  capital  ftill  worfe.  No  police  is  eflablifhed,  no 
fortifications  are  raifed.  The  trade,  which  is  clogged  with 
a  multiplicity  of  impofls,  is  alraoft  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  a  few  of  the  mofl  abandoned  and  faithlefs  Moors  in 
Afia.  One  of  its  grcatcft  advantages  is,  that  by  the  river 
Baypore,  which  is  only  at  two  leagues  diftance,  it  has 
the  means  of  being  furnilhed  with  teak  timber,  which 
grows  upon  the  plains  and  mountains  in  great  abun- 
dance. 

z  The 
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The  territoiies  that  border  upon  Calicut^  and  bdong  B  O  O  1^ 
to  the  Hou&  of  Colaflry,  are  little  known ;  ej^ept  by  the 
Krench  colony  at  Mahe,  which  is  gathering  freib  ftrength^ 
;and  that  of  the  Englilh  at  Telkcherry^  which  ha<  root  wit^ 
no  difailer.  The  latter  has  a  fort  flanked  with  four  ba£- 
tions  without  ditches,'  a  garrifon  of  three  hundred  Euro^ 
peans>  five  hundred '  fipahis,  and  inhabitStnts  to  the 
amount  of  about  fifteen  thoufapd.  The  company  tp 
which  it  belongs  receives  from  it  annually  fifteen  hundse^ 
thoufand  pound  weight:  of  pepper. 

If  we  except  a  few  principalities  that  fcarce  deierve 
mention,  the  dates  we  have  been  defcribing  properly  coa^ 
ftitute  the  w^hole  of  the  Malabar  coaft,  a  country  more 
agreeable  than  opulent.  The  exports  are  few,  befides 
aromatics  and  fpices.  The  principal  articles  are  ianders 
wood,  Indian  faiFron,  cardamom,  ginger,  baflaid  cinnar 
nion,  and  pepper. 

The  fantalum  orfanders  grows  to  the  fize  of  a  walnut 
tree ;  the  fruit,  which  in  fome  degree  rcfembles  a  cheny, 
}s  of  no  value.  The  wood,  which  is  better  in  Malabar 
than  in  any  other  place  except  Kanarat  where  it  grows 
in  ftill  higher  perfediion,  is  either  red,  yellow,  or  white. 
From  the  two  lafl  kinds  an  oil  is  extra^Sted,  with  which 
the  Chinefe,  Indians,  Perfians,  Arabians  and  Turks  anoint 
their  bodies.  It  is  likewise  burnft  in  their  houfes,  and 
yields  a  fragrant  and  wholefome  fmelL  The  red  fanders 
is  leaft  efleemed,  and  is  fcarce  ever  ufed  but  in  medicine. 

Thb  Indian  faffron,  called  by  the  phyficiaos  curcuma, 
is  a  plant  with  leaves  refembling  thofe  of  the  white  helle- 
bore ;  the  flower  is  of  a  fine  purple  colour,  and  the  fruit  . 
has,  like  our  chefnute  a  rough  coat  containing  the  feed, 
which  is  round  like  a  pea.  The  root,  which  has  a  bitter 
tafte,  and  has  long  been  efteemed  of  an  aperient  quality, 
was  formerly  ufed  as  a  remedy  for  the  jaundice.  The 
Indians  make  a  yellow  die  of  it^  and  it  is  an  ingredient  in 
fnofl  pf  their  difltes^ 

The 
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The  cardamom  is  a  grain  generally  ufed  in  Indian  ra- 
gouts :  it  propagates  itfelf  without  fowing  or  planting. 
Nothing  more  is  required  than,  as  foon  as  the  rainy  fet- 
fon  is  oyer,  to  fet  fire  to  the  herb  that  has  produced  it. 
It  is  often  mixed  with  arekka  and  betel,  and  fometimes  • 
chewed  afterwards.  The  mod  efteemcd  fort,  which  is 
fmall,  grows  in  the  territory  of  Cananor ;  it  is  ufed  in 
medicine  chiefly  to  help  digeftion,  and  to  ftrengthcn  the 
ftomach. 

Ginger  is  a  plant  whofe  root  is  white,  tender,  and  a!- 
moft  as  pungent  to  the  palate  as  pepper.     The  Indians 
put  it  into  their  rice,  which  is  their  common  diet,  to  cor- 
Tc6t  its  natural  infipidity.     This  fpicc,  mixed  with  others, 
gives  the  diihes  feafoned  with  it  a  ftrong  tafte,  which  is 
extremely  difagrceable  to  ftrangers.    The  Europeans,  how- 
ever,  wjio,  come  to  Afia  without  fortunes,  are  obliged  to 
accuftom  themfelves  to  it.     The  others  adopt  it  out  of 
xomplaifance  to  their  wives,  who  are  generally  natives  of 
•the  country.     It  is  here,  as  well  as  in  all  other  places, 
much  eaiier  for  the  men  to  conform  to  the  taftes  and 
foibles  of  the  women,  than  to  get  the  better  of  them. 
Perhaps   too  the   climate   may  require  this   manner  of 
living. 

Bastard  cinnamon,  known  in  Europe  by  the  name  of 
calHa  lignea,  is  to  be  had  at  Timor,  Java,  and  Mindanao  i 
but  that  which  grows  on  the  Malabar  coafl  is  mtichYupe- 
rior.  The  Dutch,  defpairing  of  their  power  to  extirpate 
the  trees  in  the  forefls  that  produce  it,  fell  upon  the  expe- 
dient during  their  fuperiority  in  Malabar,  of  compelling 
the  fovereigns  of  the  country  to  give  up  their  right  to 
(ark  them.  This  prohibition,  which  was  never  flriAly 
complied  with,  has  been  lefs  fo  fince  the  nation  that  made 
it  has  loft  its  authority,  and  the  price  of  the  cinnamon  of 
Ceylon  has  been  advanced  in  confequence  of  that  meafure. 
The  prefent  produce  at  Malabar  may  be  computed  at 
two  hundred  thoufand  weight.    The  leaft  part  of  it  is 

brought 
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brou^t  to  Europe,  wherfe  it  is  fold  for  the  beft  fort  by  BOOK 

merchants  who  are  not  very  honeft  ;  the  reft  is  fent  over 

all  India»  where  it  fells  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  fols  » 

a  pound,  though  it  cofts  no  more  than  fix  b.    The  trade 

is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  free  Engliih  merchants ;  it 

may  admit  of  improvement,  but  will  never  come  near  that 

of  pepper* 

Thb  peeper-plant  is  a  flirub  whofe  root  is  fmall,  fibrous^ 
and  flexible  ;  it  rifes  into  a  ftem,  which  requires  a  tree  or 
a  prop  to  fupport  it.    Its  wood  has  the  fame  fort  of  knots 
as  the  vine  ;  and  when  it  is  dry,  it  exadily  reieifibles  the 
vine-branch.     The  leaves,  which  have  a  ftrong  fmell  and 
a  pungent  tafte,  are  oval ;  but  diminifh  towards  the  ex- 
tremity, and  terminate  in  a  point.    From  the  flower-buds, 
which  are  white,  and  are  fome times  placed  in  the  middle 
and  ibmetimes  at  the  extremity  of  the  branches,  are  pro- 
duced fmall  berries  refcmbling  thofe  of  the  currant-tree. 
Each  of  fhcfe  contains  between  twenty  and  thirty  corns  of 
pepper;   they   are   commonly  gathered  in  Oftober,  and 
expofed  to  the  fun  feven  or  eight  days.     The  fruit,  which 
was  green  at  flrft,  and  afterwards  red,  when  ftripped  of 
its  covering,  becomes  fuch  as  we  fee  it.     The  large  ft, 
heavieft,  and  leaft  flirivelled,  is  the  beft» 

The  pepper-plant  flouriihes  in  the  iflands  of  Java,  Su- 
matra, and  Ceylon,  and  more  particularly  on  the  Malabar 
coaft.  It  is  not  fown,  but  planted ;  and  great  nicety  is 
required  in  the  choice  of  the  fhoots.  It  produces  no  fruit 
till  the  end  of  three  years ;  but  bears  fo  plentifully  the 
three  fncceeding  years,  that  fome  plants  yield  between  fix 
and  feven  pounds  of  pepper.  The  bark  then  begins  to 
ihrink ;  and  the  Ihnib  declines  fo  faft,  that  in  twelve  years 
time  it  ceafes  bearing. 

The  oUture  of  pepper  is  not  diflicult ;  it  is  only  neceflary 
to  plant  it  in  a  rich  foil,  and  that  the  weeds  that  grow  in 
great  abundance  round  its  roots  be  carefully  pulled  up, 

«  From  iod.{-  to  abonc  13d.  ^  Aboat  3d. 

efpecially 
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BOOK  ef^ecially  the  three  firft  years.  As  ifhe  ftin  is  highly  necrf. 
faiy  to  the  growth  ot'  the  pepper-plant,  when  it  is  rezdj 
to  bear,  the  trees  that  fupport  it  muft  be  lopped  to  pre* 
tent  thtit  (hade  from  injuring  the  fruit.  When  the  feafoa 
is  over,  it  is  proper  to  prune  the  plant  quite  to  the  top« 
Without  this  precaution  there  would  be  too  much  tvQod^ 
and  little  fruit. 

Thb  jJfepper  exported. from  Malabar,  which  was  for- 
merly entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Portugucfc,  and  is  at 
prefeut  divided  between  the  Dutch,  Engiilh,  and  French^ 
«moutits  to  about  ten  millicrns  weight.  At  ten  foh  a 
pouofd^  it  is  worth  five  milHoxisb:  it  is  exported,  with, 
other  produ<5^ions,  for  half  that  fum.  By  the  fale  of  thefe 
commodities  the  country  is  enabled  to  purchafe  rice  from 
the -Ganges  and  Kanara,  coarfe  linens  from  Myfore  and 
Bengal,  and  feveral  goods  fent  from  Europe.  The  pay- 
ments in  money  amount  to  little  or  nothing. 

Kanara,  a  country  bordering  upon  Malabar  properly 
fo  called,  was  formerly  more  opylent.  It  was  an  almoft 
inexhauilible  granary  of  rice ;  but  has  been  much  on  the 
decline  iince  it  fubmitted  to  the  yoke  of  He)  der^Aly-Khan. 
The  trade  of  this  (late,  which  was  carried  on  freely  at 
Mangulore  the  capital,  is  intirely  engrofTed  by  the  con* 
queror,  who  refufes  to  let  thofe  have  goods  that  do  not 
fiirnifh  him  with  arms,  powder  and  ammunition.  The 
Portuguefe  are  the  only  people  exempted  from  this  law] 
who  having  formerly  been  maflers  of  this  province,  have 
always  retained  one  ftore-houfe  which  fupplies  Gotl* 

The  commerce  that  invited  Venice  from  her  canals  and 
Amfterdam  from  her  marihes,  had  rendered  Goa  the  cen- 
ter of  the  riches  of  India,  and  the  moil  celebrated  n>arc 
in  the  world.  It  is  now  reduced  to  nothing,  theugh  de- 
fended by  two  thouiand  European  foldiers,  a  company  of 
artillery,  five  thoufand  fipahis,  and  cofls  the  ilate  annu« 
ally  thirteen  or  fourteen  hundred  thoufand  iivresc.    Su< 

*  5d.(        ^  218^7501.        c  About  599x00  Oft  aa  arecag<^. 
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perftition,  the  Autos  da  Fe,  and  the  monks  extingtiKh  all  B  O  O  K 
defire  of  feeing  it  rcftored  to  its  former  itatc*    Deprived 
of  fo  many  fertile  provinces,  which  implicitly  obeyed  its 
laws,  it  has  nothing  remaining  but  the  finall  ifland  oa 
which  it  is  built,  and  the  two  pcninfulas  that  form  its 

harbour. 

♦ 

Near  a  century  ago  a  power  was  eftabliflied  by  fea  and 
land  to  the  north  of  Goa»  the  growth  of  which  was  not 
forefeen  by  aay  body.  The  name  of  the  founder  of  it 
was  Konna  Ji  Angria.  He  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
itnall  iiland  of  Severndroog,  where  he  ferved  as  a  foldier, 
and  built  a  light  veiTel  on  which  he  embarked  as  a  pirate* 
At  firft  he  confined  his  attacks  to  the  Moortih  or  Jndiaa 
veiTels  trading  upon  that  coail.  His  fuccefs,  experience* 
and  the  number  of  adventurers  whom  the  fame  of  Ids 
courage  and  generofity  invited  to  join  him,  enabled  him* 
to  engage  in  the  greateft  enterprizes.  By  degrees  he  ac« 
quired  a  dominion  extending  forty  leagues  over  the  fea* 
and  between  twenty  and  thirty  miles  over  land,  accord** 
tng  as  the  places  were  fituated  conveniently  for  defence* 
His  fuccefs  and -renown  were,  however,  principally  owing 
to  his  naval  operations :  which  were  fuccefsfuHy  kept  up 
by  his  fuccefTors.  Mailers  of  the  coaft,  thefe  pirates  at* 
tacked  the  vefTels  of  all  nations  without  drftin^on.  fie- 
fides  a  great  number  of  fmall  craft,  they  feized  the  largeft 
ihips  belonging  to  the  European  powers ;  the  Derby  and 
the  Reftoration  belonging  to  the  Englifh,  the  Jupiter  be^ 
longing  to  the  French,  and  three  Dutch  veffeb  at  once* 
one  of  which  catried  fifty  guns. 

Tnfi  plan  of  the  Englifh  was  difconcerted  by  thefe  de* 
predations.  They  had  viewed  with  pleafure  the  firft  at*- 
tempts  of  thefe  pirates,  which  threw  the  greateft  part  of 
the  trade,  and  the  whole  navigation  into  their  hands  $ 
becaufe  their  (hips  were  of  greater  force  and  better  mau'*' 
.ned  than  thofe  of  the  country.  They  could  no  longer 
boaft  this  advantage,  when  the  veiTels  belonging  to  Bom- 
bay, 
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BOOK  bay,  which  traded  upon  the  coaft  were  infulted,  the  car- 
goes plundered,  ^d  the  failors  taken  prifohers.  The  pre- 
caution taken  never  to  fail  without  a  convoy  was  very  ex- 
penlive,  and  proved  InefFe^uaL  The  convoys  were  often 
difperfed  and  fometimes  taken.  Thefe  depredations  de^ 
termined  the  company  in  1722  to  join  their  forces  with 
thofe  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  were  equally  exafperated 
againft  thefe  pirates;  and  it  was  determined  between 
them  to  deftroy  the  place  of  their  refort.  The  expedi- 
tion was  difgraceful  and  abortive.  That  which  was.  ua« 
dertaken  by  the  Dutch,  two  years  after,  with  fcven  men 
ef  war  and- two  bomb  ketches,  met  with  no  better  fuccef«« 
At  length  the  Marattos,  upon  Angria's  refufmg  to  pay  a 
tribute  which  had  loog  been  cuftomary,  agreed  to  attack 
the  common  enemy  by  land,  whilft  the  ^ngliih  attacked 
them  by  fea.  This  confederacy  obtained  for  them  a  com- 
plete conqueft.  Moft  of  the  harbours  and  forts  were 
taken  in  the  campaign  of  1755*  Geriah,  the  capital^ 
furrendered  the  year  following,  and  with  it  fell  an  em- 
pire whofe  profperityhad  been  only  founded  on  public  ca- 
lamities. By  its  ruin  the  power  of  the  Marattos,  which 
was  formidable  already,  was  unhappily  increafed. 

These  people,  who  had  been  long  confined  within  the 
limits  of  their  mountains,  have  by  degrees  extended  them- 
felves  towards  the  fea,  and  at  prefent  pofTefs  the  large 
traft  between  Surat  and  Goa,  where  they  equally  threaten 
thefe  two  cities.  They  are  famous  for  their  incurfions 
and  depredations  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Delhi,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges ; 
but  the  center  of  their  greateft  ftrepgth,  and  their  fixed 
ftation  is  at  Malabar.  That  fpirit  of  rapine,  which  they 
carry  into  the  countries  where  they  occafionally  make  in- 
roads, is  not  to  be  found  in  the  provinces  they  have  con- 
quered. One  may  venture  to  predial,  thatBacaim  Chaul» 
Dabul,  and  many  other  places,  that  were  fo  long  opprefled 

by 
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hy  the  tyranny  of  the  Portuguefe  will  make  fome,  figure  BOOK 
again  under  the  government  of  the  Marattas.    The  fate  i     ^^^ 
tof  Surat  is  an  objed  of  ftill  greater  importance. 

This  town  was  for  a  long  time  the  only  fea-port  for  the 
exportation  of  the  mlnufadures  of  the  Mogul  empire^ 
and  the  importation  of  whatever  was  necelTary  tofupply  its 
confumptionv  To  fecare  its  allegiance^  and  provide  for 
its  defence,  a  citadel  was  built,  the  commandant  of  which 
had  no  authority  over. that  of  the  town;  .care  was  even 
taken  to  chufe  tWo  governors,  who,  from  their  charader^ 
were  not  likely  to  unite  in  opprefling  trade*  Some  dif-* 
)&greeable  tircumftances  gave  rife  to  a  third  power.  The 
Indian  feas  were  infefted  with  pirates  who  interrupted  the 
navigation,  and  hindered  d£k>ut  Mufliilmen  from  making 
Voyages  to  Mecca.  The  emperor  thought  the  fuperinten- 
dant  of  a  colony  at  Coffrees,  fettled  at  Rajapoiir,  \rould  be 
a  proper  perfon  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  thefe  depredations^ 
Und  appointed  him  his  admiral.  Three  lacks  of  roupees, 
ior  720,000  livres*^  were  alfigned  him  for  his  annual  pay. 
This  falary  not  being  pundually  paid,  the  admiral  feized 
the  caftle,  and  from  that  fortrefs  laid  the  town  under 
tontributionk  A  fcene  of  general  confufion  enfued ;  and 
the  avarice  of  the  Marattas,  always  reftlefs,  became  more 
rapacious  than  ever*  Thefe  Barbarians,  who  had  ex* 
tended  their  ufurpations  even  to  the  gates  of  the  place, 
had,  for  a  long  time,  been  allowed  a  third  part  of  the 
duties,  on  condition  that  they  ihould  not  moleft  the  inland 
trade.  They  contented  themfelves  with  this  contribution,  * 
fo  long  as  fortune  did  not  throw  more  confiderable  advan* 
tages  in  their  way.  As  foon  as  they  perceived  this  ferment 
among  the  citizens,  not  doubting  that  one  of  the  parties 
might  be  tranfported  fo  far  by  refentment  as  to  open  the 
gates  to  them,  they  drew  their  forces  near  to  the  walls* 
The  traders  finding  their  efFeds  daily  in  danger  of  being 
plundered,  called  the  Bngliih  to  their  ailiflance  in  1759* 
and  aided  them  in  taking  the  citadel.    The  court  of  Delhi 

*  Between  30,000  and  4o,oooL 
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BOOK  confirmed  them  in  the  poffcffion  of  it;  and  in  the  ex^rcift 
of  the  ni^val  command^  together  with  the  appointmentl. 
annexed  to  both  commiflions*    This  revolution  reftored 
tranquillity  to  Surat ;  but  Bombay^  which  was  the  caufc 
of  it,  acquired  an  addition  of  credit^  wealth,  and  power* 

Tui8  iinall  i&and;  which  i§  not  more  than  twenty  aniles 
in  circumference^  was,  for  a  long  time,  of  little  fervice 
to  the  EngUfli.  Nobody  chofe  to  fittk  In  a  country,  fo 
unhealthy,  as  to  give  rife  to  the  proverb.  Tint  at  Bombay 
a  nunCs  life  did  mt  txtnd  two  monfoom  :  the  unwholefonitf- 
•nefs  of  the  air  was  attributed  to  the  bad  quality  of  the 
water^  the  low  marihy  grounds^  and  to  the  offenfive  fmell 
of  t^ie  fifh  tiled  in  manuring  the  roots  of  trees.  Every 
poiliblfc  remedy  was  ufed  to  remove  thele  caufes  of  morta^ 
lity.  The  nunberof  inhabitants  in  the  colony  increafed 
in  proportion  as  thefe  deftniffive  principles  wore  dims* 
niibed :  and  is  computed  to  amount  at  prefent  to  fiftf 
tkoufand  Indians,  bom  in  the  ifland,  or  induced  to  fettlo 
there  by  the  lenity  of  the  government.  Of  thefe^  fome 
are  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  rice,  a  greater  number 
in  that  of  cocoa-trees  which  cover  the  plains,  and  the 
,  reft  are  engaged  in  navigation  and  other  ufeful  labours, 
which  are  continually  improving* 

Bombay  was  at  fitft  confidered  in  no  other  light  than 
that  of  an  excdlent  harbour,  which,  in  times  of  peace, 
ferved  as  a  place  of  refrefliment  for  the  merchant-nien 
frequenting  the  Malabar  coafts  ;  and  in  time  of  war,  as 
a  winter  ftatioo  for  the  fquadrons  that  government  might 
lend  to  India.  This  was  a  very  valuable  advantage  in 
feas  where  there  are  fo  few  good  bays^  and  where  the 
Engliih  have  no  other  but  this.  The  fettlement  has  fince 
be6n  rendered  much  more  ufeful*  The  company  havnB 
made  it  the  mart  of  all  their  trade  with  Malabar,  Surat, 
and  the  Perfian  and  Arabian  Gulpbs.  Its  fituation  has  in^ 
vited  the  Engliih  merchants  to  refort  thither;  and  by 
their  means  trade  is  carried  on  with  greater  fpirit.    The 

tyranny 
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tyranny  exercifed  hy  the  Angrias  upon  the  continent  has  BOOK 

compelled  fome  of  the  Banians  to  take  refuge  at  Bombay-, 

jQOtwithftanding  the   averfion  thefe  people^    who  never 

drink  fpiritudns  liquors,  muft  have  to  live  in  a  place  where 

the  water  is  ib  bad.      Some  rich  Moors  hare  likewife 

removed  hither  in  confequence  of  the  diAurbances  at 

Surat. 

.    It  is  hot  to  be  insMgined^  that  fuch  a  number  of  mein 

Who>  rnth  the  advantages  of  induftry  and  large  capitals, 

were  intent  on  amaffing  Wealthy  ihould  Iremain  inadife^ 

From  Malabar,  they  fumilhed  themftlves  with  fiilp-timber, 

and  kayar  for  cordage :  thefe  were  worked  up  by  the  Parfeea 

frotfk  Guzaran  The  failors  oi  the  couatiy,  under  the  com* 

mand  of  European  officers^  have  been  found  capable  of 

havigating  their  ihips.     6urat  fupplies  cargoes,  partly  on 

its  own  account,  and  partly  on  aceount  of  tibe  merdmntt 

cf  Bombay.     Th^  fend  out  annually  two  ihips  frcin 

BaiTora,  oiie  for  Joddai  one  for  Mocha^  and  fometimes  one 

for  China.    The  cargoes  of  all  theft  fliips  are  immenfely 

rich.    Other  veifels  of  left  confequence  are  di^atched 

Irom  the  colony  itfeifi 

Tub  private  ihips  of  the  company^  are  deftined  for  the 

.  factories  they  have  eftaUUhed  between  Surat  and  Cap» 

Comorin.    The  roupees  of  Bombi^,   which  have  been 

fubftituted  inftead  of  thofe  of  Surat,  throughout  the  coaft^ 

and  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  give  the  com* 

pany  an  advant&ge  of  five  per  cent,  over  all  the  nations 

that  ard  their  rivals.    They  likewife  fend  cargoes  to  Baf« 

fora»  B«nder-Abaffi,  and  Sindi,  where-  the  fale  of  their 

.  cloths  is  the  principal  objed  of  their  fettkments.     Thir« 

teeti  or  fourteen  hundred  bales  are  fufficient  to  fupply  the 

eonfiimptton.     Their   eonnedtons  with  Surat  are  ftili 

more  advantageous ;  this  {dace  buys  of  them  a  large  quan« 

trty  of  iron  and  lead^  and  fome  wooUen-cloths ;  the  Ihipa 

are  freighted  back  from  hence  with  manufftftures  to  a 

great  amount. 

Xt  T» 
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The  fliipsfent  from  Europe  formerly  failed  to  the  feaS 
port,  ^herc  they  were  to  take  in  their  lading-  They  now 
j^ut  in  at  Bombay^  This  alteration  owes  its  rife  to  the 
advantage  the  company  have  of  tranfporting  hither  all  '$ 

the  merchandife  of  the  country  without  expence»  fiiic6 
they  have  been  inveded  with  the  dignity  of  admiral  to 
the  great  Mogul,  and  in  confcquence  of  this  appointment 
.have  been  obliged  tcf  maintain  a  maritime  force  upon  the 
(ioafl. 

The  detail  into  which  we  have  entered,  may  incline 
the  reader  to  fuppofe  that  the  fituation  of  the  Englifli  at 
Malabar  is  equal  to  their  wilhes.  It  is  neverthelefs  cet** 
tain  that  they  gain  no  more  than  2,250,000  livres*  from 
all   the  fettlements  they  have  upon  this  coaft;  whereas  * 

tlieir  annual  expences  exceed  fix  millions  ^« 

If  the  attention  of  the  company  had  not  been  diverted 
by  the  great  fcenes  in  which  they  have  been  engaged  on 
the  coallof  Coromandel  and  in  Bengal,  it  is  natural  to 
believe  their  affairs  would  be  in  a  better  (late  at  Malabar. 

The'  fortifications  at  Bombay  would  not  have  been 
enlarged,  then  reduced^  then  extended  again,  and  in  ihort 
sQtered  a  hundred  different  times.  Had  the  plans  been 
drawn  by  ikilful  engineers,  and  executed  l)y  honeft  work- 
nen^  thofe  enormous  expences,  which  have  excited  fuch 
a  general  indignation,  might  have  been  avoided. 

They  would  have  fent  from  the  Ganges,  or  from  Eu- 
rope,* a  fund  fufficient  to  purchafe  feven  or  eight  rich  car- 
goes every  year,  inftead  of  three  or  four  very  (lender 
jones  farni(hed  by  a  declining  and  almoft  defertcd  trade. 

The  ftate  of  weaknefs,  anarchy,  and  war,  in  which  the 
independefxt  kingdoms  of  this  continent,  particulaliy 
towards  the  ibuth,  are  pcrpetualiyinvolved,  would  have  fug- 
gefted  a  plan  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
to  the  iriterefts  of  the  nation,  by  whofe  influence  it  would 
hrfve  been  procured^ 

•  N©t ^uite  locjooo  Ir  k  Abotc  a6o,ooo  I. 
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•  In  a  word,  the  company  might  have  obtained  the  ifland  BOOK 
of  Salfette,  which  was  oflFcred  to  them  by  the  Marattas, 
on  cooditioQ  of  their  aflifting  them,  on  a  fudden  emer<- 
gcncy,  with  five  hundred  men  againft  the  fubah  of  the 
decan :  and  by  this  arrangement  they  would  have  freed 
theinfelres  from  the  ihamcfui  neceffity  they  are  under  of 
depending  upon  thefe  people  for  fubfiftience. 

The  fertile  iHand  of  Salfette,  which  is  twenty^llx  miles 
.in .length,  and  eight  or  nin^  in  breadth,  was  taken  by  the  . 
Marattas  from  the  Portuguefc.  Maiters  of  this  poft, 
they  threatened  Bombay,  which  is  only  feparated  from  it 
by  a  narrow^  channel  fordable  at  low  water.  Now  t])at 
the  Engliih  have  raifed  large  fortifications,  and  placed  a 
jDumerous  garriipA  in  their  colony,  which  is  become  of 
greater  importance,  an  invaflon  is  impra6ticable.  The 
Marattas  themfelves  are  convinced  of  it;  but  they' think 
it  is  in  their  power  to  ruin  this  fettlement  even  without 
attacking  it.  This,  they  aflSirm,  would  eafily  be  done  by 
.  refufmg  to  furnilh  it  with  proviiions  from  Salfette,  and 
preventing  its  procuring  them  from  the  continent.  Per* 
fons  of  obfervation,  who  are  well  acquainted  with  the 
iituation  of  the  places,  find  fomething  more  than  proba- 
bility in  thefe  ideas. 

The  truth  is,  that  pver  fince  that  wrong  ftcp  was  taken, 
though  perhaps  it  was  unavoidable,  of  putting  into  the 
hands  of  the  Marattas,  all  the  ports  which  belonged  to 
the  Angrias,  tfaofe  barbarians  are  daily  augmenting  their 
marine.  Their  ambition  will  increafe  with  their  power; 
and  it  is  impofilble  but  in  the  long  run,  their  claims  and 
thofe  of  the  Engliih  muft  Interfere. 

If  we  might  hazard  a  conjedure  we  Ihould  not  fcruple 
to  prophefy  that  the  company's  agents  will  be  the  au* 
thors  of  the  rupture.  Befides,  that  propenfity  to  raife  dif- 
turbance^,,  which  is  common  to  all  of  that  clafs,'  becaufe 
confuficn  is  favourable  to  their  avaritious  views;  they 
are  dcY0ifre4  with  fecret  fpleen  at  having  no  ihare  in  thofe 

X  3  immenfe. 
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BOOK  immenfe  fbrttincs,  which  arc  made  on  the  Coromandel 
coaft,  and  efpecially  in  Bengal.    Their  avarice,  jealoufy. 


und  even  their  pride  will  incline  theni  to  reprefent  thoi  / 

Marattai    as  turbulent  neighbours,   always  intent  upon 
the  invafion  of  Bombay ;  to  magnify  the  facility  of  dif^  ^ 

perfing  thefe  banditti,  provided  they  have  a  proper  force 5 
to  give  exaggerated  ideas  of  the  advantage  of  plundering 
their  mountains,  filled  with  the  treafures  of  Indo^an, 
0  which  they  have  beepf  accumulatine  during  a  whole  cen- 
tury. The  company,  accuftomed  to  conqaeft,  and  hav- 
ing no  longer  any  urgent  occafion  for  their  troops  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ganges,  will  adopt  a  plan  that  promifet 
them  an  acoedioq  of  richest,  glory,  and  power.  If  thofe 
who  dread  this  fpirit  of  ambition,  ihould  prevail  with  them 
not  to  embark  in  this  new  enterprize,  they  will  be  forced 
Into  it  by  their  fervants ;  and  however  the  event  of  this 
war  may  operate  upon  their  interefts,  thdfe  who  involve 
them  in  it  wijl  bo  fure  to  be  gainers.  There  is  lefs  reafon 
to  fear  a  misfortune  of  this  kind  on  the  coafts  of  Coro- 
mandel and  Orixa,  which  extend  from  Cape  Comorin  fa 
the  Ganges. 
General  Gbographers  and  hiftorians  always  confider  thefe  as 

^of^ct!  ^^'^^^^  countries  inhabited  by  two  nations,  whofe  lan- 
iDnumdel  guage,  genlus,  and  manners  have  not  the  leaft  refemblance. 
the  EnglUh  ^^^  ^  ^^  commerce  carried  on  there  is  nearly  the  fame, 
in  pirticu-    and  carried  on  in  the  fame  manner ;  we  (hall  comprehend 

them  both  under  the  general  name  of  Coromandd.  The  ' 
two  coafts  refemble  each  other  in  other  refped;s.  In  both 
of  them,  there  reigns  from  the  beginning  of  May  to  <he 
end  of  O^ber  an  exceffive  heat,  which  begins  at  nine  tn 
the  morning,  and  continues  till  nine  in  th$  evening* 
During  the  night  it  is  always  allayed  by  a  fea-breeze* 
that  blows  from  the  fouth-eaft ;  and  moft  commonly  this 
refreihing  gale  begins  at  three  in  the  afternoon.  The 
mir  is  lefs  inflamed,  though  too  hot  the  reft  of  the  year. 
R  fains  almoft  continually  during  the  months  of  Novem- 
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kcr  and  Decemben    This  immenfe  traft  is  covered  with  BOOK 
^  parcl^ed  fand  for  the  fpacc  of  two  miles^  and  fome times 
only  ocLe  mile* 

There  were  many  reafons  why  this  country  was  at 
$rft  negkded  by  the  Europeftas  who  came  to  India.  It 
was^  feparated  by  inaqc^ffible  mountains  from  Malabar, 
where  thqfe  bold  navigators  endeavoured  to  fettle  them-? 
ielves,  SpicQs  and  aromatics,  which  were  the  principal 
objects  of  their  attention  were  not  to  be  found  there,  la 
fhortj  civil  diflenfioos  had  baniflied  from  it  trimquility,  fe-r  ^ 
curity  and  induftry: 

At  that  period*  iheciapireof  Bifnagar^  to  which  this  vaft 
country  was  fubje£t«  was  falling  to  ruin..  The  firft  monarchs 
of  that  illuftriQUl  ftate  owed  their  power  to  their  abilities. 
Th^ybej^ifd  their  amuesi9  war;  in  p«facQ»  theydireded 
their  councils,  viiited  their  prqvinces,  and  adminiflercd 
juftice.    Profperity  corrupted  th^m«    By  degrees  they  fell 
into  a  habit  of  withdrawing  themfelves  f rom*  the  fight  of 
their  people,  and  of  leaving  t^  cares  of  gorcrnment  to 
their  generals  an4  minifters.      This  conduQ  paved  the 
way  to  their  ruin*     The  governors  pf  Vifapour,  the  Car« 
natic*  Golconda,  and  Orixa«  threw  off  their  depei^dence, 
a^d  aiTumed  the  title  of  kii^gs.     Thofe  of  Madura,  Tan- 
jour,  Myfore,  Gingi,  and  fome  otl^ers,  likewife  uCxirped 
the  ibvereign  authority,  but  retained  their  antient  ftiie 
of  Naick.    This  great  revo|utio|:i  had  juft  happened,  wheix 
the  Ett|ropeans  appeared  upon  the  coaA  of  CoromandeL 
,    TfiB  foreign  trade  was  at  that  time  inconfiderablc^ ;  it 
i:9Qrifled  only  of  diamonds  from  Golconda,  whiqi\  were 
curled  to  Calicut  and  Surat,  and  from  thence  to.  Ormus 
or  Suez,  whence  they  were  circulated  through  Europe  and 
Afia.    MalTulipatan,  the  richeft  and  moft  populous  city 
in  thefe  coun tries »  was  the  only  market  that  w.as  k^own 
for  linens ;  they  were  purchafed  at  a  gre^t  fa\r  annually 
holden  there  by  the  Arabian  and  Malayan  vefTels  that  fve« 
quented  that  bay,  and   by  caravans  that  arrived  fron^ 

%  4  diilant 
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BOOK  diftant  parts.    The  linens  were  exported  to  the  fime  placed 
as  the  diainoi|ds* 

The  fendnefs  for  the  manufadures  of .  .CoromaodeL 
which  began  to  prevail  here,  infpired  all  the  European 
nations  trading  to  the  Indian  feas  with  the  refolntion  at 
forming  fettlements  there.  TJiey  were  notdifcouraged 
either  by  the  difficulty  of  conveying  goods  from  the  inland 
parts  of  the  country,  where' there  was  no  navigable  river; 
by  the  total  want  of  harbours,  where  thefea,  at  one  feaibn 
of  the  year*  is  not  navigable ;  by  the  barrennefs  of  thQ 
coafts  for  the  mod  part  uncultivated  and  uninhabited;  nor - 
by  the  tyranny  and  flu&uating  ftate  of  the  government,^ 
They  thought  that-  filver  would  be  induftrioufly  fought 
after;  that  Pegu  would  furnifli  timber  for  building,  and 
Bengal  corn  for  fubiiftence ;  that  a  profperous  voyage  of 
nine  months  would  be  mooe  than  fufficient  to  complete 
their  ladings;  and  thM,  by  fortifying  themfelv^,  they 
ihould  be  fecure  againft  the  attacks  of  the  weak  tyrant^ 
that  opprefled  thefe  countries, 

Trs  firft  colonies  werQ.  eftabliihed' nesfr  the  ihore,-  Somd 
of  them  obtained  a  fettlement  by  force:  moft  of  them 
were  formed  with  the  confent  of  the  fovereigns,  and  all 
were  confined  to  a  very  narrow  tfadtof*  land.  The  boun« 
daries  of  each  were  marked  out  by  a  hedge  of  tlKAm^ 
plants,  which  was  their  only  defence.  In  time  fortifica* 
tions  were  raifed; '  and  the  fecurity  derived  from  them 
added  to  the  lenity  of  the  government,  fbon  increaftd  the 
number  of  colonics.  The  fplendor  and  independence 
of  thefe  fettlements  .feveral  timqs  raifed  the  jealou/y  of 
the  princes  in  whofe  dominions  they  were  formed;  but 
their  attempts  to  demoliih  them  proved  abortive.  Each 
colony  increafed  in  profperity  in  proportion  to  the  riches 
and  the  wifdom  of  the  nation  that  founded  it« 

None  of  the  companies  that  exercifed  an  exclufive  pri- 
vilege beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  had  any  concern 
in  the  trade  of  diamonds;  which  was  always  left  to  pri- 
vate 
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▼ate  merchants,  and  hy  degrees  fell  intirely  into  the  handi  ^  ^^  ^ 
of  the  Englifli,  or  the  Jewa  aod  Armenians  that  Itred  un- 
der their  protedioh.  At  prefent  this  grand  objed  of 
luxury  and  induftry  is  much  reduced;  The  revolutions  that 
have  hiippened  in  Indoftan  have  prevented  people  from 
reforting  to  thefe  rich  mines ;  and  the  anarchy  into  which 
this  unhappy  country  is  plunged,  leaves  no  room  to  hope 
that  they  will  be  frequented  again.  The  whole  of  the' 
commercial  operations  on*  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  is  con* 
fined  to  the  purchafe  of  cottons. 

The  manufiifturing  of  the  white  cottons  bi^ught  there, 
differs  fo  little  from  that  of  ours,  that  it  would  be  nei- 
ther intercftin^  nor  inftruftive  to  enter  into  a  minute  de- 
fcription  of  it.  The  procefs  ufed  in  making  theii*  printed 
cottons,  which  was  it  iiftt  fervilely  followed  in  EtirbJ)e, 
has  fince  been  rendered  more  fimple  and  brought  to 
greater  perfeRion  bjr'our  maniifafturers.  The  painted 
cottons,  which  are  likcwifc  bought  there,  we  have  not  yet 
attempted  to  imitate.  Thofe;  who  imagihe  we  haVe  been 
prevented  from*  uqderta^ng  tfds  branch,  metely  by  the 
high  price  of  labour  among  us,  are  miftaken.  Nature 
has  not  given  us  the  wild  fruits  and  drugs  neceHkry  for 
the  compofition  of  thoie  bright  and  indelible  colours, 
which  conftitate  the  principal  merit  of  the  Indian  mann- 
failures;  nor  has  fhe  Asmifhed  us  With  the  waters  that 
fcrve.to  fix  them;  and  wMch  are  good  at  Pdndicherry, 
but  excellent  at  Madras,  Paliacate,  Maflulipatan,  and 
Bimllipatan.  * 

Thb  Indians  do  not  Univeifally  obferve  the  fteie  me- 
thod ih  painting  their  cottons;  either  becaufe  there  are 
Ibme  niceties  peculiar  to  certain  provinces,  or  becaufe  dif- 
ferent foils  produce  different  drugs  for  the  fame  files. 

Wb  fhonid  tire  the  patience  of  our  readers,  were  we  'tb 
trace  the  flow  and  painful  progrefs  of  the  Indians  in  the 
art  of  painting  their  cottons.  '  It  is  natural  to  believe 
•that  they  owe  it  to  length  of  time,  rather  than  to  the  fer* 

z  *  tility 
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BOOK  tility  of  their  gesliu«.  What  feems  to  authorae  this  con* 
^^^  J£^ltiare  is*  ^tu|t  they  Jjave  flopped  in  their  career,  and  have 
not  ^vanq^  ».  iingle  ftep  in  the  ^ts  for  many  ages; 
vhereajs  we  have  proceeded  with  am^ziag  rapidity,  and 
y]cii7  with  aja  emulation  AiU  of  coafidencer  the  immenfe 
fpace  that  AiU.  iiej  between  us  and  the  goal.  Indeed* 
yfCT^  we  ,to  coniider  only,  the  want  of  invention  in  tho^ 
In4iaa8>  we  ^ould  be  tefnpted  to  believe  that  from  time 
immemorial  th^y  had  received  the  arts  they  cultivate 
from  fome  more  induftrious  nation ;  but  when  it  is  rem/em- 
bered  that  tbe{9  arts  have  a  peculiar  depend{?nc?  on  the 
Aateriais^.gumSf  colours^  an4  produ^lions  of  Ijxdia»  wc 
cannot  but  be  convinced  that  .they  are  oatives  of  (bat 
country. 

It  may  appear  fomewhat  furprizing  that  cottons  painted 
with  all  colours  fhouid  be  fold  at  fo  moderate  a  price  tbat 
they  are  ahnoft  as  cheap  as  thofe  which  have  only  two  or 
three.  But  it  mud  .be  obfervpd  that  the  merchants  of  the 
country  fell*  a|i^  to  all  the  complies,,  a  large  quantity  of 
cottons  at  a  time :  and  tl^at  the  dqnand  for  cottoiis  pained 
of  all  colours  m^k^s  but  a  (mall  article  in  their  affort- 
ments»  as  they  are  not  much  efteemed  in  Europe, 

Though  cottons  of  all  forts  are  in  forae  degree  manm- 
£a&ured  throughout  the  whole  country  of  Indofian,  which 
extends  from  Cape  Comorin  to  the  banks  of  the  Ganges; 
it  is  obfervable^  that  the  fine  forts  are  made  in  the  eafteru 
part>  the  common  ones  in  the  center*  and  the  coarfe  ^les 
in  the  moil  weflern  parts.  Fa£torie$  are  eftabliAedtiu 
the  £urop«?in  colonies,  and  upon  the  coail:  they  are 
found  in  greater  number  at  the  diftance  of  five  or  fix 
leagues  from  the  fea*  where  cotton  is  more  cultiv^ted,and 
provifions  are  cheaper.  The  purchafes  they  i^akctth^vQ* 
are  carried  thirty  or  forty  leagues  further  into^the  coun- 
try. The  Indifin  merchants  fettled  in  our  faAoifi«ts>  have 
always  the  management  of  this  bufinef?. 

Thi 
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The  quantity  and  quality  of  the  goods  that  are  wanted  9  O  e  K 
ttfe  fettled  with  thefe  people  t  the  price  it  fixed  accordmg 
to  the  patterns :  andj  at  the  time  the  contradt  is  made,  a 
third  or  a  fourth  part  of  the  money  agfreed  for,  U  ad^ 
vanced.  This  arrangement  is  owing  to  the  neceffity  theie 
merchants  themfelves  lie  under  of  advancing  money  to 
the  workmeil  hy  their  partners  or  agents  who  are  difperfed 
through  the  whole  country,  of  keeping  a  watchfbl  eye 
upon  the^  for  fear  of  lofing  what  they  have'  advanced, 
and  of  gtidually  leffening  the  fum  hy  calling  for  the  cot- 
tons as  fkR  as  they  are  worked  off.  Without  theie  pre- ' 
cautions,  nothing  couM  be  depended  upon  In  an  oppref- 
five  government,  where  the  weaver  cannot  work  on  his  own 
account,  either  becaufe  his  circumftances  will  not  permit, 
or  becaufe  he  dares  not  venture  to  difcover  th^m  for  fear 
«f  exa^ions. 

Tna  oompanies  that  have  either  fuccefs  or  good  ma<f 
nagement  conftantly  keep  a  year's  advance-money  in  their 
fectlements.  By  this  method  they  are  fure  of  having  the 
quantity  of  goods  they  have  occafion  for,  tind  6f  the  qua- 
lity they  chufe,  at  the  moil  convenient  time :  not  to  men- 
tion that  their  workmen,  and  their  merchants,  who  are 
kept  in  coniiant  employment,  never  leave  them. 

Those  nations  that  want  money  and  credit  cannot  be- 
gin theb  mercantile  operations  till  the  arrival  of  their 
lOiips.  They  have  only  five  or  fix  months,  at  moil,  ta  exe-  . 
«ute  the  tjirders  fent  frdm  Ettrope.  The  goods  are  manu- 
{t£tweA  and  examined  in  hafte ;  and  they  are  even  obliged 
to  take  fuch  as  are  known  to  be  bad,  and  wotildbe  rejeAed 
at  any  other  time.  The  neceffity  they  are  under  of  com- 
pleting their  cargoes,  and  fitting  out  their  veflels  before 
the  htirricane^  come  on^  allow  no  time  for  nicety  of  m- 
ipe^Qn. 

{t  would  be  a  miftaken  notion  to  imagine  that  ,the 
country  agents  could  be  prevsul^d  upon  to  order  goods  .to 
b^  made  on  thei^  account^  ij)  hopes  of  felling  them  with 

a  rca- 
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]^  O  O  K  a  reafonablo  advantage  to  the  company  in  whofe  femce 

they  are  engaged*   For  befides  that  the  generality  of  them 

are  not  rich  enoi^h  to  embark  in  fo  large  an  undertaking, 

they  would  not  be  certain  of  finding  their  account  in  it. 

If  the  company  that  employ  them,  ihould  be  hindered  by 

lunforefeen  accidents,  from  fending  the  ufuai  number  of 

iihipSf  thefe  merchants  would  hare  po  rent  for  their  com- 

■jnodities.     The  Indiang,  the  form  of  whofe  drefs  requires 

.different  breadths  and  lengths  from  thofe  of  the  cottons 

fabricated  for  our  ufe,  would  not  purchafe  them ;  and 

the  other  European  companies  would  be  provided^  or  cer* 

tain  of  being  provided  with  whatever  the  extent  of  their 

trade  req\ured,  and  their  cafli  enabled  them  to  purchafe. 

The  plan  of  procuring  loans  which  was  contrived  to  remedy 

this  inconvenience^  never  has  been,  or  can  be  uCtMj^   ' 

It  has  been  a  cuftom,  time  immemorial  in  Indoftaa 
for  every  citizen  who  borrows  money  to  give  a  written  in- 
ilrument  to  his  creditor.  This  deed  is  of  no  force  in  *a 
court  of  judicature,  unlefe  it  be  figned  by  three  witnefles, 
and  bears  the  day  of  the  month,  and  the  year  when  it  was 
made,  with  ^he  t^teof  intereft  agreed-upon  by  the  parties, 
Jf  thc.bprrowcr  fails  to*  ftilfil  his  engagements,  he  may 
te  arretted  by  the  lender  himfelf.  He  is  never  imprifoncd, 
becaufe  there  is  no  fear  of  his  making  his  e&ape.  He 
would  not '  cren  eat  without  obtaining  leave  of  his  ere* 
diton 

Thv  Indians  make  a  threefc^d  dlvifion  of  intereft ; 
one  of  which  is  vice,  another  neither  vice  nor  virtue, 
and  a  third  virtue :  this  is  their  manner  of  expreffion* 
The  intereft  that  is  fin,  is  four  per  cent,  a  month ;  the 
intereft  that  is  neither  vice  nor  virtue  is  two ;  and  the 
intereft  that  is  virtue,  one.  The  laft  is,  in  their  opinion, 
an  a^  of  beneficence  that  only  belongs  to  the  moft  heroic 
minds.  Yet'  though  the  Europeans,  who  are  forced  to 
borrow,  m«et  with  this  treatment,  it  is  plain  they  cannot 

avail 
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trail  themfelves  of  the  indulgence  without  involving  them* 
felveB  in  ruin. 

Thb  foreign  trade  of  Coromandel  is  not  in  the  hands  of 
the  natives.  Only  in  the  weftem  part,  indeed,  there  are 
Mohammedans,  known  by  the  name  of  Chaiias,  who^ 
at  Naour  and  Porto-Nuovo,  fend  but  dips  to  Achen,  Mer- 
guy,  Siam,  and  the  eaftern  coafl.  Befides  veifels  of  con« 
fiderable  burden  employed  in  thefe  voyages,  they  have 
fmaller  embarkations  for  the  coafting  .trade  for  Ceylon, 
and  the  pearl  fiihery.  The  Indians  of  Maflulipatan  turn 
their  attention  another  way.  They  import  white  callicoea 
from  Bengal,  which  they  dye  or  print,  and  fell  them 
again  at  the  places  from  whence  they  had  them,  at  thirty- 
five  or  forty  per  cent,  advantage. 

ExcBPTiNG  thefe  tranfadions,  which  are  of  very  little 
confequence,  the  whole  trade  is  vefted  in  the  Europeans 
\ffho  have  no  partners  but  a  few  Banians  and  Armenians 
fettled  in  their  colonies.  The  quantity  of  callicoes 
exported  from  Coromandel  to  the  different  fea-ports  in 
India,  may  be  computed  at  three  thoufand  five  hundred 
bales.  Of  thefe  the  French  carry  eight  hundred  to  Ma* 
labar.  Mocha,  and  the  ifle  of  France  $  the  Engliih,  twelve 
hutidred  to  Bombay,  Malabar,  Sumatra,  and  the  Phi* 
lippine  Iflands;  and  the  Dutch  fifteen  liundred  to  their 
leveral  fettlements.  Except  ^yc  hundred  bales  deftined 
for  Manilla,  each  of  the  value  of  2,400  livres  *,  the  others 
are  of  Co  ordinary  a  kind  that  they  do  not  exceed  730 
livres  ^  at  prime  coft :  fo  that  the  whole  number  of  three 
thouiknd  five  hundred  bales  does  not  amount  to  more  than 
S>36o,ooo  livres  c. 

Coromandel  fiimiflies  Europe  with  nine  thoufand  five 
hundred  bales ;  eight  hundred  of  which  are  brought  by 
the  Danes ;  two  thoufand  five  hundred  by  the  French ; 
three  thoufand  by  the  Engliih;    and'  three  thoufand  two 

*  About  100  gQiD^s.    '  ^  About  30  ^ineas. 

/  Not  qiiilt  5O1OO0L 
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B  09  K  hondred  bj  the  Dutch.  A  confiderable  part  of  thefe  czU 
licoes  is  dyed  blue*  or  ftriped  with  red  and  blue  fbr  the 
trade  of  the  Blacks.  The  others  are  fine  muflin,  printed 
callicoes,  and  hankerchiefs  from  MafTulipatam,  or  Palia*' 
cate.  It  is  proved  by  experience,  that  one  with  another^ 
each  bale,  in  the  nine  thoufand  fm  hundred,  coils  on]/ 
960  livres  *»  confequently  they  ought  to  bring  in  to  the 
woiUhop  where  they  are  manufadured  8,160,000  livres  \ 

Thb  payments  are  not  entirely  made  in  fpecie  either  in 
Europe  or  Afia ;  we  give  in  exchange^  cloths,  ironj^  lead^ 
copper,  coral,  and  fome  other  articles  of  lefs  value.  Oa 
the  other  hand,  Afia  pays  with  fpices,  pepper,  rice,  fugar^ 
corn,  and  dates.  All  thefe  articles  taken  together,  may 
amount  to  4,800,000  livres  ^.  From  this  calculation  it 
follows,  that  Coromandel  receives  6,710,000  livres  ^^  in 
money* 

Thb  Engliihi  who  have  acquired  the  fame  fuperioritf 
upon  this  coaft  that  they  have  gained  ^Ifewbere,  have 
formed  on  it  feveral  fettlements.  In  1757,  ^^^  ^^^^ 
pofieifion  of  Madura,  a  confiderable  town,  and  tolerably 
well  fortified :  but  they  did  not  fix  there  with  any  com^ 
mercial  vidws.  The  cottons  calculated  for  the  eaftem 
part  of  Afia,  and  for  Africa,  which  are  manufaftured  in 
the  kingdom  belonging  to  this  capital,  are^  for  the  moft 
part>  carried  to  the  Dutch  faftories  on  the  coaft  of  the 
pearl  fiihery.  The  only  iife  the  Engliih  make  of  this  ae- 
quifition  is  to  raife  from  it  a  revenue  fufficicnt  to  over- 
balance the  expences  that  are  unavoidably  incurred  there. 

Trichinopoly,  though  totally  deftroyed  by  the  cruel 
Wars  it  has  fuftained,  is  of  much  more  importance  to  them. 
This  ftrong  poft  is  the  kcj^  of  Tanjour,  Myforef  and  Ma«« 
dura,  and  gives  them  great  influence  in  thole  three  ftates. 

It  was  folely  with  the  view  of  fccuring  an  eafy  commu- 
nication with  this  celebrated  fortiels,  that  they  took  pof- 

«  ^L  *  Heir  ^fioyoooL 

•  About  1x0,000  L  '  Koc  |oo,oooi* 

fei&oil 
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fefllpn  9f  D^vUCottah  In  I749>  whofctcrrkoiy  unomore  8  O  o  K 
than  three  miles  in  circumference.  Therq  is  no  kind  of 
tnanufa<£iure  carried  on»  either  upon  the  i*pot,  of  141  th^ 
neighbourhood,  the  only  produce  being  fome  wood^  and 
a  little  rice.  The  defence  of  this  fa^ry-  cpfts  about 
49,000  llvres  ft ;  an  expence  that  takes  .aiw^ay  the  wliole 
profits  of  it.  It  would,  notwithftanding^  be  a  poft  of  im* 
pof  tance,  if  what  has  been  advanced  by  fome  intelligent 
men  be  true,  that  the  Coleroon  aaight,  at  an  eaiy  expence> 
be  put  into  a  condition  to  receive  the  largeft  veflels.  The 
coa(lx>f  Coromandel  would  not  then  be  without  harbours  ; 
and  the  nation,  mafters  of  the  only  port  in  thofe  parts> 
would  have  a  powerful  means  of  improving  their  com* 
inerce>  which  their  rivals  would  be  deprived  of. 

In  i686«  the  Engliih  purchafed  Cudalore^  with  a  terri- 
tory extending  eight  miles  along  the  coaft,  and  four  miles 
into  the  interior  part  of  the  country.  This  acquifition, 
which  they  obtained  of  an  Indian  prince  for  the  fum  of 
742,500  livres  ^ ,  was  confirmed  to  them  by  the  Moguls, 
who  foon  after  made  themfelves  mafters  of  the  Carnatic« 
Confidering  afterwards,  that  the  fqrtrefs,  which  they 
found  ready  built,  was  more  than  a  mile  from  the  Tea, 
and  that  the  reinforcements  deftined  for  it  might  be  in- 
tercepted ;  they  built  fort  St.  David  within  cannon-fliot 
of  it,  at  the  mouth  of  a  river,  and  on.  the  verge  of  the  In* 
dian  Ocean.  Since  that  three,  aldees  have  been  ere&- 
ed,  which,  with  the  town  and  fortrefs,  are  computed  to 
contain  fixty  thoufand  fouls.  Their  employment  is  dying 
blue,  or  printing  the  cottons  that  come  from  the  inland 
parts  of  the  country,  and  in  manufa£iurtng  the  fineft  di- 
mities in  t^e  world,  to  the  amount  of  1,500,000  livres  «• 
The  plundering  of  this  fettlcment  by  the  French  in  1758, 
and  the  demoliihing  of  its  fortifications,  have  done  it  no 
lafting  injury.  Its  fpirit  fcems  rather  increafed,  though 
St.  David  has  not  been  rebuilt,  and  Cudalore  is  only  put 

•  42 1.  ^  Abott  i>8ool.  ^  About  jsiooo K 
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S  O  O  K  into  a  condition  of  makine  a  tolerable  refifiance.    A  rd^h 
III 

▼enue  of  144,000  livres  «  defrays  all  the  expehces  of  thii 

colony.    Mailulipatan  affords  advantages  of  another  kind. 

This  town,  which  paiTed  from  the  hands  of  the  French 
into  thole  of  the  Englifii  in  17599  is  by  no  means  what 
it^vas  when  the  Europeans,  at  the  conclulion  of  the  fif- 
teenth centtlry,  doubled  the  Cape  Of  Good  Hope.  There 
are  but  a  few  cottons  made  or  fold  there,  which,  notwith- 
ftandihg  their  beauty,  cannot  fufniih  any  confiderable 
branch  of  export.  Accordingly  the  new  polTefTors  confider 
their  conquefl  not  fo  much  as  a  market  for  buying  and 
felling  large  quantities  of  goods.  By  means  of  the  caravans 
which  come  from  very  diflant  places  to  furnifh  themfelves 
Vith  fait ;  and  by  the  intercourfe  they  have  formed  with 
the  inland  parts  of  the  country,  they  have  managed 
to  eflablifli  a  demand  for  their  cloths  in  the  mofl  re* 
mote  countries  of  the  Decan,  and  this  trade  is  likeljr 
to  flouriih  ftill  more.  To  this  may  be  added  the  farther 
adviantage  of  drawing  a  revenue  from  the  produd  of  the 
fait,  and  that  of  the  cuftoms,  amounting  to  1,320,000 
pounds  ^,  of  which  600,000  livres  «  only  iirc  annually  ex* 
{>en(!led  upon  the  fettlement. 

VizACAPATAN  is  a  fmall  town,  with  little  territory 
belonging  to  it,  and  not  four  thoufand  inhabitants.  Being 
fituated  between  MafTulipatan  and  Ganjam,  it  is  the  re-" 
ceptacle  of  the  fine  cottons  that  are  made  in  that  part  of 
Orixa,  amounting  to  five  or  fix  hundred  bales,  which  coft 
480,000  livres  <*. 

'The  merchandife  procured  from  all  thefe  places  and 
from  a  few  fubordinate  factories  that  vary  according  to 
circumftances,  is  carried  to  Madrafs  which  is  the  center 
of  all  the  Englilh  tranfafUons  oft  the  coaft  of  Coromandel. 

This  town  was  built  a  hundred  years  ago  by  William 
Langhorne,  in  the  country  of  Arcot,  and  by  the  fea  fide. 


*  About  6,30oL 
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As  he  placed  it  in  the  midft  of  a  Tandy  traft,  altogether  BOOK 
Idry,  and  where  there  was  no  water  fit  for  drinking,  but 


what  was  fetched  from  the  diflayice  of  more  than  a  mile  i 
people  were  curious  to  Know  what  reafons  could  have 
determined  him  to  make  fo  bad  a  choice.  His  friends  pre- 
tended that  his  view  was  to  draw  thither  all  the  trade  of 
St.  Thomas,  which  has  actually  been  the  confequence, 
while  his  enemies  imputed  it  to  a  defire  of  continuing 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  miftrefs  he  had  in  that  Portu- 
guefe  colony.  This  fettlement  has  increafed  fo  much 
fince  its  firft  eftablilhment,  that  it  has  been  divided  into 
three  diftrifts.  The  firft  of  thcfe,  known  in  Europe  by 
the  name  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  in  India  by  that  of 
the  White  Town,  is  occupied  by  four  or  five  hundred 
£ngii/li,  men,  women,  and  children.  It  is  defended  only 
by  a  flight  wall,  and  four  ill-conftru£ted  baftions.  To  the 
north  lies  the  Black  Town,  which  is  larger,  and  ftill  worfe 
fortified;  and  is  the  quarter  where  the  Jews,  Armenians, 
Moors,  and  the  richeft  Indians  refide.  Beyond  this  are 
the  fuburbs  which  are  entirely  defencelefs,  and  full  of  in- 
habitants.  The  thre^  divifions,  of  which  the  place  is 
compofed  ;  two  aldees,  which  lie  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
It,  and  the  whole  territory,  which  is  not  more  than  fifteen 

«  *  .  *  .  ■ 

hiiles  in  circumference ;  contain  two  hundred  and  fifty 
ihouiTahd  inhabitants,  almoft  ail  of  them  natives  of  IndiaC 

AKionc  this  vaft  number,  there  are  but  few  weavers, 
fifteen  thoufand  arti/ts  are  employed  in  printing  and 
paintiiig  the  fiiie  callicoes  that  arc  worn  in  Europe  ;  and  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  common  cottons  deftined  for  the 
yifFereiit  fed-ports  of  Afia,  psirticularly  for  the  Philippine 
iflands.  There  are,  perhaps,  forty  thoufancl  people  oc- 
cupied  in  arranging  and  felling  coral  and  glafs-ware,  with 
Which  the  women  in  the  Interior  pahs  of  the  countij^ 
adorn  their  hair,  or  make  necklaces  and  bracelets.  Otheff 
branches  of  induftry,  ihfeparable  from  a  large  marti  em- 
ploy  a  gr^at  tiuiiiber  of  hands.     The  inhabitants  who 

Vox.  I;  Y  have 
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BOOK  have  defervedly  gamed  the  confideiKe  of  the  companj^^ 
travel  through  Arcot  and  the  neighbouring  country,  to- 
buy  what  goods  they  have  occafion  for#  The  moft  con** 
fiderable  among  them  lend  money  to  the  Englifh  mer- 
chants, who  though  cot  of  the  company,  have  liberty  lo 
traBk  in  the  different  fea-ports  of  Aiia^  they  enter  into 
parfnerfhip  with  them,  or  embark  on  their  velTels  good? 
for  their  own  private  account. ^  The  bufinefs  carried  on 
by  the  company  and  the  private  merchants  taken  toge- 
ther, has  made  Madrafs  one  of  the  moil  opulent  and  im** 
portant  places  in  India^ 

Besides  the  profits  accruing  to  the  £i>glilh  from  the 
cottons  the}*  pufchafe  in  this  town,  and  from  the  cloths- 
.and  other  merchandife  they  vend  there,  the  cuftoms,  th© 
duties  upon  tobacco  and  betel,  and  fome  other  imports^ 
bring  in  a  revenue  of- 1,200,000  livres  *.  The  continua- 
tion of  thefe  advantages  is  fcCured  by  a  garrifon  of  a  thou- 
fend  Europeans,  and  of  fifteen  or  eighteen  hundred  fipahi*. 

Such  is  the  fituation  of 'the  Englilh  company  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  coirfidered  n>erely  as  a  mercantile 
t>ody.     Let  us  now  examine  it  in  a  political  light* 

In  17; i^  th«  Englifh  undertook  to  mak«  Mohammed* 
Ali-Khan  nabob  of  Arcot.  The  execution  of  this  great 
plan  was  attended  with  mnumerable  difHculties,  which 
were  at  length  furmounted  after  a  ieries  of  battles,  de- 
feats, vi£lories  and  negotiations,  that  lailed  fbveral  years^ 
The  new  fovercign,  who  had  ftill  many  enemies  reniain- 
ing,  committed  the  fafety  of  his' pcrfon  to.  the  c;ire  of  hit 
prote£lors,  by  fixing  his  refidcnce  at  Madrafs ;  and  placed 
his  provinces  under  the  cover  of  their  arms,  leaving  tp  them 
the  fole  charge  of  defending  them.  To  enable  them  to- 
fupport  the  burden  they  had  undertaken,  ind  to  reimburfe 
them  for  the  money  they  had  advanced,  it  was  ftipulated, 
that  they  fhould  effjoy  th^revenuesof  the  country,  which 
in  times  of  the  greatell  profpcrity  were  12,000,000  Hvres^, 

•  Above  51,000!.  Aerlln^.  ^^^%^fCOo\^ 
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fend  are  ftiU  at  haft  8,400,000 «.      It  is  true  we  ought  6  0  O  K 

frevioufly  to  deducl  2,880,000  ^  for  public  cxpencesj    and 

as  much  more  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Nabob;  but 

there  flill  remains  2,640,000  livres  c,  clear  income  to  the 

'company.     B/  this  management,   they  keep  the  Carnatic, 

that   IS  the  moft  induftrious    country    in  this  immenfc 

traft  in  a  ftate  of  absolute  d^'pendence. 

To  ftrcngthen  their  influence  ftill  more  on  thefe  coafts> 
the  Englifh  had  long  meditated  a  plan  of  making  a  large 
acqulfition  of  territory  in  the  neighbourhood  of  MalTuIi- 
patan.  In  1767  they  ftcceedcd  fo  far  as  to  procure,  from 
the  fubah  of  Decan^  th^  ccffion  of  the  provinces  of  Can- 
davir,  Elur,  Montafanagar,  Rajamhndry  and  ChicacoL 
From  this  prodigious  acceflion  of  revenue  and  territory, 
they  had  begun  to  think  that  they  had  nothing  more  to 
'do  than  "to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  their  fituation  j  when 
they  faw  a  fterm  gathering  which  threatened  to  ihake>  if 
llot  f6  deftroy  their  profpcrity. 

Hyder-Ali-Kran,    a   foldi^r    of^  fortune,    who   had 

'learned  the  art  of  war  from  the  Europeans,   had  made 

great  conqueftfii  and  rendered  himfclf  maftcr  of  Myfore. 

Relying  upon  Ws  ftrength   and   his  reputation,  he  fum- 

moned  the  fubah  of  the  Decan,  and  the  nabob  of  the  Car- 

« 

natic  to  join  with  him  in  driving  the  EholiPi  out  of  Co- 
romandel,  threatening,  if  they  refufed,  to  ravage  all 
their  provinces.  The  company  thought  both  their  credit 
and  intercft  concerned  to  anticipate  the  defigns  of  an 
enemy  who  announced  his  refentment  .and  projefts  in  fo 
high  a  ftrain,  and  they  fent  out  an  army  againft  him 
in  March  1767. 

Colonel  Wood  wjio  had  the  command  of  it  marched 
•  forward  with  confidence  ;  when,  to  his  great  aftonifhment 
he  beheld,  in  front,  an  army  pundlually  paid,   and  excel- 
lently well  difciplined,  confifting  of  thirty  thoufand  foot, 
and  twenty  thoufand  horfe,  with  a  confidcrable  train  of  ar- 

*  Nur  3 68,000 1.  ^  i26,oooL  ^  tj6,oool. 
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tillcry.  The  war  was  carried  on  by  contrivajice*  a  circum- 
fiance  very  defu cable  to  Hyder,  vvhofe  genius  was  fubtile 
aiid  fruitful  in  Uratagems*  He  found  means  tofurprize 
his  enenaies  in  their  camp,  carry  off  their  provifions  and 
baggage,  feized  their  beft  polls  by  procxiring  the  moft 
e;faft  intelligence,  drove  their  troops  before,  him,  van- 
quifhed,  dilheartened,  and  almoft  ready  to  revolt  for  want 
of  pay  ;  and  at  lad  alarmed  them  with  tbe  appreheniion 
of  feeing  their  capital  belieged,  plundered  and  deftroye4. 
The  panic  was  becoming  univerfal,  when  fome  timely 
fuccours  arrived,  which  enabled  the  Engliih  general  to 
regain  his  ground.  On  the  4th  of  Oftober  1768,  he  found 
means  to  compel  the  Indians  to  a  general  engagement, 
which  they  had  hitherto  feemed  deHrous  to  avoid.  Thiis 
Wasj  perhaps,  the  moll  obllinate  and  bloody  engagement 
that  had  ever  happened  in  this  part  of  the  world.  Atlaft, 
Wood  remained  mailer  of  the  field  where  both  lides  had 
fought  fo  bravely :  but  this  was  all  the  advantage  he  gained 
by  his  vi£lory. 

Hyder,  though  defeated,  kept  up  a  menacing  counte- 
nance^ and  was  Hill  formidable.  Terms  of  accommoda- 
tion were  propofed  to  him.  He  liflened  to  them  with  no 
fmall  indifference ;  and  it  was  not  without  much  negotia- 
tion, nor,  if  fome  accounts  may  be  believed,  without  con- 
fiderable  prefents,  that  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  conclude 
a  peace  after  ha\*ing  carried  on  the  war  for  two  years. 
This  prince  continues  to  be  coniidered  by  the  Engliih  Fa- 
ther as  an  enemy,  againll  whom  Lt  is  neceflary  they  fliould 
be  conftantly  on  their  guard,  than  as  an  ally  on  whom 

'  they  might  depend.  Some  of  the  moll  judicious  among 
them  are  even  of  opinion,  that  unlefs  their  nation  hy 
fome  means  or  other  gets  rid  of  a  neighbour  t©o  ambitious, 
and  too  adive  for  its  repofe,  it  cannot  fecurely  Tt\y  on  tBe 
power  which  a  combination  of  fortunate  circumftances 

'  has  given  it  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  Let  us  take  a 
view  of  its  fltuaticrihi  Bengal. 

BllfGArl. 
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Bengal  is  a  vaft  country  of  Afia,  bounded  by  the  king-  BOOK 
dom  of  Alham  and  Aracan  on  the  edft ;  by  feveral  pro-  .     -    '^  j 
vinces  belonging  to  the  Great  Mognl  on  the  weft;   by  Grfttral 
frightful  rocks  on  the*  north,  andby  theica  on  the  fouth.   p,cngal,  and 
It  extends  on  both  fides  the  Ganges,  which  rifcs  from  dif-  l^^^^^,  ^^"^ 

,  r  J-  Englilh  in 

ferent  fources  m  Thibet,  and  after  (everal  windings  |-aiticular. 
through  Caucafus,  pcnetraltcs  into  India  acrofs  the  moun- 
tains on  its  frontier.  This  river,  after  having  formed  in 
its  courfe  a  great  number  of  large,  fertile,  and  well  peo-» 
pled  iflands  difcharges  itfelf  into  thefea  by  feveral  mouths, 
of  which  only  two  are  known  and  frequented. 

Towards  the  fource  of  this  river,  was  formerly  a  cUy 
called  Palibothra.  Its  antiquity  was  fo  great,  that  Dio- 
dorus  Siculus  makes  no  fcruple  of  afTuring  us  that  it  was  • » 

built  by  that  Hercules  to  whom  the  Greeks  afcribed  all 
the  great  and  furprizing  aftions  that  had  been  performed 
in  the  world.  In  Pliny's  time,  its  opulence  was  celebrated 
through  the  whole  univerfc  ;  and  it  was  looked  upon  as 
the  general  mart  for  the  people  inhabiting  both  fides  of 
the  river  that  wafiied  its  walls. 

The  hiftory  of  the  revolutions  that  have  happened  in 
Bengal,  is  intermixed  with  fo  many  fables  th^t  it  does  not 
deferve  our  attention.  All  we  can  with  certainty  difcor 
ver  is,  that  the  extent  of  this  empire  haa  been  fometimes 
greater  and  fometimes  lefs ;  that  it  ba$  had  fortunate  and 
unfortunate  periods;  and  that  it  has  alternately  been  > 
formed  into  one  fingle  kingdom,  or  divided  into  feveral 
independent  ftates.  It  was  under  the  dominion  of  oiie 
xtiafter,  when  a  more  powerful  tyrant  Egbar,  grandfather 
of  Aureagzebe,  undertook  the  conqueft  of  it ;  which  was 
begun  in  1590,  and  completed  in  1595«  Since  this  arra 
Bengal  has  always  acknowledged  the  Mogul  for  its  fove- 
reign.  At  firft,  the  governor  to  whom  the  adminiftration 
of  it  was  entrufted,  held  his  court  at  Raja-mahul,  but 
afterwards  removed  it  to  Dacca.  Ever  fince  the  year 
171$,  it  has  been  fixed  at  Muxadavad,  a  large  inland  town 

Y  3  tw^ 
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BOOK  two  leagues  diftant  from  Cuflumbazar.     There  are  f^^eral 
^'_     I  Nabobs  and   Rajas  fubordinate  to  this  viceroy,  who  is 

called  fubah.  t' 

This  i|T\portant  poft  was  •occupied  for  a  long  time  by 
the  fons  of  the  Qreat  Mogul :  but  they  fo  frequently  mif-  I 

employed  the  forces  and  treafure  linder  their  command^ 
to  raife  difturbances  in  the  empire,  that  it  was  thought  pro- 
per to  commit  that  province  to  men  who  had  lefs  influ- 
en.cc,  and  were  more  dependent.  True  it  is,  the  new 
governors  gave  no  alarm  to  the  court  of  Delhi ;  but 
they  were  far  from  being  punftual  in  remitting  the  trU 
bute  they  collected  to  the  royal  treafury.  Thefe  abufes 
gained  farther  ground  after  the  expedition  of  Kouli  Khan; 
and  matters  were  carried  fo  far,  that  the  emperor,  who 
wasi  unable  to  pay  the  Marattas  what  he  owed  thorn, 
authorifed  them,  in  1740,  to  collcft.it  in  B^^ngal  them-? 
felvcs.  Thefe  banditti,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred 
thoufand,  divided  thcmfelves  into  three  armies,  ravaged 
this  fine  country  for  ten  years  together,  and  did  not  leave 
it  till  they  had  extorted  immenfe  fums.  - 

DiTRiNG  all  thefe  commotions,  dcfpotic  government, 
which  unhappily  prevails  all  over  India,  maintained  its 
influence  in  Bengal:  but,  at  the.  fame  time,  a  fmall  dif- 
tri£t  that  had  hitherto  preferved  its  independence,  ftill 
continues  to  preferve  it.  This  fourtunate  fpot,  which  ex- 
tends about  a  hundred  and  fixty  miles,  is  called  Biifen- 
pour.  It  has  been  governed  time  immemorial,  by  a  Bra*. 
mux  family  of  the  tribe  of  the  Rajahputs.  Here  the  purity 
and  equity  of  the  antient  political  lyftem  of  the  Indians 
is  found  unadulterated.  This  fmgular  government,  the 
fined  and  moft  ftriking  monument  in  the  world* has,  till 
now,  been  beheld  with  too  much  indifference.  We  have  ' 
no  remains  of  sncient  nations  butbrafs  and  marble,  which 
fpeak  only  to  imagination  and  conjedture,  thofe  uncertain  " 
interpreters  of  manners  and  cuftoms  that  fxo  longer  exift.  » 

Were  a  philofopher  tranfportcd  to  Biffenpour,  he  v/ouW 

inllantly 
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iuftandy  be  a  witnefs  of  the  tifp  led  by  thp  firft  inhabi-  BOOK 
tantsof  India  matiy  thoufand  years  ago;  he  would  con- 
verfe  with  them  ;  he  would  trace  the  progrcfs  of  this  na- 
tion celebrated  a's  it  were  from  its  very  infancy ;  he  would 
fee   the  rife  of  a  government,  which  being  founded  in 
happy  4>rejudiccs»  in  a  fimplicity  and  purity  of  manners 
in  the  mild  temper  of  the  people,  and  the  integrity  of 
the  chieftains,  has  furvived  thofe  innumerable  fyftems  of 
Jegiflation,  which  have  made  only  a  tranfitory  appearance 
upon  the  ftage  of  the  world,  with  the  generations  they 
were  deftined  to  torment.     More  fojid  and  durable  than 
thofe  political  llrudlures,  which  railed  by  ii^pofture  and 
lenthufiafm,  are  the  fcourges  of  human  kind,    and   are 
^loomed  to  pcrilb  with  the  foolifh  opinions  that  give  them 
birth,  the  government  of  Biifcnpour,  tlie  ofTspringof  a  juii 
attention  to  order,  and  the  laws  of  nature  has  bten  eftji* 
}>liflied  and  maintained   upon    unchangeable   principles, 
^nd  has  imdergone  no  more  alteration  than  thofe  princi- 
ples themfelves.     The  fmgular  fit^at^on  of  tliis  country 
has  preferved  to  the  inhabitants  th«ir.primitiA-e  happinefs 
and  the  gcntlenefs  of  their  character,  by  fecuring  them 
from  the  danger  of  being  conquered,  or  of  iinfiruing  their 
bands  hi  the  blood  of  their  fellow-crcaturei.     Nature  ha-s 
farrouaded  them  with  water ;  and  ttey  need  only  open 
tho  iluices  of  their  rivers  to  overflow  the  whole  country. 
The  armies  fent  to  fubdue  them  hasrc  fo,  frequently  been 
idrowned,  that  the  plan  of  enslaving  them  has  been  laid 
.  afide ;  and  the  projedors  of  it  have  thought  proper  to 
content  themfelves  with  an  api)earaflce  of  fubmiiiion. 

LiBEKTv  and  property  are  facred  in  Biilenpour.  Rob- 
bery, either  public  or  private,  i^  never  heard  of.  As 
foon  as  any  ftranger  enters  the  territory  he  engages 
the  attention  of  the  laws,  which  provide  for  his  fe-' 
curity.  He  is  furniihed  with  guides  at  free  colt,  who 
•coadu£t  him  from  place  to  place,  and  are  anfwerable  for 
i^s  perfon  and  ejfedts^     When  he  changes  hi^  condu^ors, 

V  4-  the 
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BOOK  the  new  ohes  deliver  to  thofe  they  relieve  an  atteflation 

III  • 

of  their  condu£t»  which  is  regiftered  and  afterwards  ient 

to  the  Rajar.    'All  the  time  he  remains  in  the  country  he  i% 
maintained,  and  conveyed  with  his  merchandife,  at  the 
expe.nce  of  the  flate,  unlefs  he  defires  leave  to  flay  longer 
than  three  days  in  the   fame   place.     In  that  cafe  he  is 
obliged-  to  defray  his-  own  expences,  unlefs  he  is  detained 
by  any  diforder,  or  other  unavoidable  accident.    This  be- 
neficence to  ftrangers  is  the  confequence  of  the  warmth 
with  which  the  citizens  enter  into  each  other's  interefls. 
They  are  fo  far  from  being  guilty  of  an  injury -to  each 
other»  that  whoever  finds  a  purfe,  or  other  thing  of  va- 
lue, hangs  it  upon  the.  firft  tree  he  meets  with,  and  in- 
forms the  nearefl:  guard,  whoigive  notice  of  it  to  the  pub- 
lic by  heat  of  drum.     Thefe  maxims  of  probity  are  fo  ge- 
nerally received,  that  they  dire<5l  even  the  operations  of 
government.    Out  of  between  {even  and  eight  millions  * 
It  annually  receives,  without  injury  to  agriculture  or  trade, 
what  is  not  wanted  to  fupply  the  unavoidable  expences 
of  the  ftate,  is  laid  out  in  improvements.     The  Raja  is 
fnabled  to  engage  in  thefe  humane  employments  as  he 
pays  the  Moguls  only  what  tribute,  and  at  what  times, 
he  thinks  prbper. 

Though  the  reft  of  Bengal  is  far  from  enjoying  th^ 
fame  happinefs,  it  is,  neverthelefs,  the  richeft  and  moid 
populous  province  iti  the  whole  empire.  Befidcs  its.  own 
confuraption,  which  is  neceffarily  confiderable,  its  exports 
arc  immenfe.  One  part  of  its  merchandife  is  carried  into 
the  inland  country.  Thibet  takes  off  a  quantity  of  its 
pottons,  befides  forae  iron  and  cloths  of  European  pro- 
dudlion.  The  inhabitants  of  thofe  mountains  fetch  them 
from  Patna  themfelves,  and  give  mulk  and  rhubarb  in 
exchange. 

Thr  rhubarb,  which  begins  to  be  cultivated  with  fuc- 
fefs  in  the  highlands  of  Scotland,  is  not,  as  is  commonly 

•  About  330,000 1.  on  an  atcragc. 
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believed,  a  creeping  plant;  but  grows  in  tufts  at  fome  BOOK 
diftance  from  each  other.     There  is  no  occafion  to  fow 
it^  as  the  feed  naturally  falls  to  the  ground,  and  produces 
a  new  plant. 

The  mulk  is  a  produdlion  peculiar  to  Thibet.  It  is  con- 
tained in  a  fmall*  bag  of  the  fize  of  a  hen's  egg,  which 
grows  in  the  fhape  of  a  bladder  under  the  belly  of  a  fpe- 
ties  of  goat,  between  the  navel  and  the  genitals.  In  its 
original  ftatc  it  is  nothing  more  than  putrid  blood  which 
coagulates  in  this  bag.  The  largefl  bladder  yields  no  more 
than  half  an  ounce  of  mulk.  The  fmell  of  it  is  naturally 
fo  ftrong,  that,  for  common  ufc*  it  is  necelTary  to  mode- 
rate it  by  mixing  it  with  milder  perfumes.  The  hunters, 
with  a  view  of  increafing  their  profits,  contrived  to  take 
away  part  of  the  mufk  from  the  bladders,  and  to  fill 
the  vacuity  with  the  liver  and  coagulated  blood  of  the  ani- 
mal minced  togethet.  The  government,  to  put  a  ftop  to 
thefe  fraudulent  mixtures,  ordered,  that  all  the  bladders, 
before  they  were  fewed  up,  ihould  be  examined  by  infpec- 
tors,  who  ihould  ciofc  them  with  their  own  hands,  and 
feai  them  with  the  royal  fignet.  This  precaution  has 
put  a  ftop  to  the  frauds  pradlifed  to  reduce  the  quality  of 
the  muik,  but  not  to  thofe  which  are  calculated  to  increafe 
the  weight  of  it ;  they  contrive  to  open  the  bags  artfully 
and  pour  particles  of  lead  into  them. 

The  trade  of  Thibet  is  nothing  in  comparifon  of  that 
which  Bengal  carries  on  with  Agra,  Delhi,  and  the  pro- 
vinces adjacent  to  thofe  Hiperb  capitals,  in  fait,  fugar, 
opium,  filk,  filk-ftuffs,  and  an  infinite  quantity  of  cottons, 
particularly  muflins.  Thefe  articles,  taken  together, 
amounted  formerly  to  more  than  forty  million^  a-year  *. 
So  confiderable  a  fum  did  not  reach  the  banks  of  the 
Gapges;  but  it  was  the  means  of  retaining  a  fum  nenily 
equal,  which  mufl  have  gone  from  thence  to  pay  the  du- 
ties or  for  other  purpofesl  Since  the  viceroys  of  the  Mogul 
bave   made  themfelves  in  a    manner   independent,    and 

•  1,750,000 1. 
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BOOK-  fend  him  no  revenues  but  A}ch  as  they  chufe  to  allow. him» 
the  luxury  of  the  court  is  greatly  abated,  and  the  branch 
of  exportation  we  have  been  fpeakihg  of,  is  no  longer  fo 
conHderable. 

The  ntaritime  trade  of  Bengal  managed  by  the  natives 
of  the  country,  has  not  fuffered  the  fame  diminution, 
nor  was  it  ever  fo  extenfive,  as  the  other.  It  may  be  di- 
vided into  two  branches,  of  which  Catek  is  in  poflellion 
of  the  greater  part. 

< 

Catek  is  a  diftrift  of  fome  extent,  a  little  below  the 
sxfoft  weflern  mouth  of  the  Ganges.  Balafore,  iituated 
upon  a  navigable  river,  ferves  it  for  a  port.  The  navi« 
gation  to  the  Maldives,  which  the  Engliih  and  French 
have  been  obliged  to  abandon  on  account  of  the  intern* 
perature  of  the  climate,  is  carried  on  entirely  from  this 
road.  Here  they  toad  their  veiTels  with  rice,  coarfe  co't- 
tons,  and  fome  filk-fluifs  for  thefe  iilands,  and  receive 
cowries  in  exchange,  which  ferves  for  money  in  Bengal^ 
and  are  fold  to  the  Europeans. 

Thb  inhabitants  of  Catek,  and  fome  other  people  of  tha 
Lower  Ganges,  maintain  a  conllderable  correfpondence 
with  the  country  of  Alham.  This  kingdom,  which  i$ 
thought  to  have  formerly  made  a  part  of  Bengal,  and  is 
only  divided  from  it  by  a  river  that  falls  into  the  Ganges, 
deferves  to  be  better  known,  if  what  is  ail'erted  is  true, 
that  the  invention  of  gimpowder  is  to  be  attributed  to  it, 
^nd  that  it  was  .communicated  from  Afham  to  Pegu,  and 
from  Pegu  to  China.  Its  gold,  filvcr,  iron  and  lead  mines 
would  have  added  to  its- renown  if  they  had  been  properly 
worked.  In  the  midfl  of  thefe  riches  it  makes  fo  little 
ufe  of,  it  is  in  the  moll  prefllng  necefllty  for  want  of  fait, 
being  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  expedient  of  procur* 
ing  it  from  a  dccoftion  of  certain  plants."    • 

In  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  fome  Bramins 
of  Bengal  carried  their  fuperflitions  ta  Afliam)  where  the 
people  were  fo  happy  as  to  be  guided  foiely  by  the  dic- 
tates 
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tatci  of  nsitural  i^ligton.  The  pricfts  perfuaded  them,  BOOK 
that  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  Brama  if  theyfubfti- 
tuted  the  pore  and  wholeibme  fait  of  the  fea  than  that  ^hich 
they  i^fcd  in  lieu  of  it.  The  fovereign  confented  to  re- 
ceive it  on  condition  that  the  excluiiye  trade  ihould  be  in 
his  haods ;  that  it  ihould  be  brought  by  the  people  aS 
Bengal  alone,  and  that  the  boats  laden  with  it,  (hould  ilop 
at  the  frontiers^ of  his  dominioqs.  Thus  have  all  thefe 
coined  religions  been  introduced  by  the  intered  and  foF 
the  intereft  of  the  priefts  who  preach,  and  the  kings  who 
receive  them*  Since  this  arrangexneat  has  taken  place» 
forty  velfels  from  five  to  fix  hundred  tons  bnrdee  each  are 
annually  fent  from  the  Ganges  to  Aiham  laden  with  fait, 
which  yieldv^wo  hundred  per  cent,  profits  They  re* 
peive  in  payment  a  fmall  quantity  of  gold  and  iilver» 
ivory,  muik»  eagle  wood,  gum-lac,  and  a  large  quantity 
offilk.  '  ■         \ 

This  filk,  which  is  Angular  in  its  kind,  requires  no 
-double ;  it  is  found  on  the  trees  where  the  filk worms  are 
produced,  nourifhed,  and  undergo  their  feveral  metamor- 
phofes.  The  inhabitants  has  no  other  trouble  but  that  of 
collecting  it.  The  negleded  cods  produce  a  new  genera- 
tion; during  the  growth  of  which,  the  tree  puts  forth  new 
leaves,  which  ferve  fuccefllvely  for  the  nouriihment  of  the 
young  worms.  Thefe  revolutions  are  repeated  twelve  times 
in  a  year  ;  but  do  not  turn  to  fo  good  account  in  the  rainy 
jis'in  the  dry  feaibns.  Tlie  fluffs  made  of  this  filk  have  a 
great  deal  of  luftre,  but  do  not  laft  long. 

ExciPTiNo  thefe  two  branches  of  maritime  trade, 
which,  for  particular  realbns,  have  been  confined  to  the 
natives  of  the  country,  all  the  reft  of  the  veffels  fent  from 
the  Ganges '  to  the  different  fea  ports  of  India  belong  to 
the  Europeans,  and  are  built  at  Pegu. 

PiGU  is  a  country  fituated  on  the  Gulph  of  Bengal,  be- 

^veen  the  kingdoms  of  Ar^can  and   Siam.     Revolutions, 

which  are  fo  frequent  in  all  the  defpotic  empires  of  Afia, 

2  have 
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BOOK  have  been  here  more  frequently  repeated  than  in  any 
other.  It  has  alternately  been  the  center  of  a  great  power, 
and' a  province  to  feveral  dates  lefs .  extenfive  than  itfelf. 
It  is  at  prefent  dependent  upon  Ava. 

The  only  port  of  Pegu  that  is  open  to  Grangers  is  Sy- 
riam.  The  Portuguefe,  during  their  profperity,  were 
long  in  polTeiiion  of  it,  and  it  was  then  in  great  repute. 
At  prefent  it.  is  hardly  frequented  but  by  the  Europeans 
fettled  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  and  Bengal.  The  latter 
can  only  fell  there  fome  coarfe  cottons,  nor  would  they 
vifit  it  at  all,  except  for  the  building,  or  refitting  of  their 
(hips  ;  for  which  purpofe  they  are  fu^nilhed  with  all  nccef- 
fary  materials  (except  iron  and  cordage)  of  an  excellent 
quality,  and  at  a  moderate  price.  Since  the  difguil  taken 
at  the  high  rate  of  fhip-building  at  Surat,  Syriam  is  be- 
come a  kind  of  general  dock-yard  for  all  vefleis  employed 
in  the  country  trade. 

Their  exports  confift  of  teak  timber,  wax,  ivory,  fomc 
palin,  and  an  excellent  oil  for  the  prefervation  of  (hips. 
The  fineft  topazes,  faphires,  amethyfts,  and  rilbies,  in 
the  world,  come  from  Pegu.  They  are  feldom  to  be  met 
with  at  Syriam,  nor  can  they  be  had  without  reforting  to 
the  court,  which  is  kept  at  Ava.  The  Armenians  have 
for  fomc  time  had  fuch  an  afcendcnt,  that  they  make  the 
trade  difficult  to  the  Europeans,  and  even  to  the  Englifh, 
who  are  the  only  people  that  have  formed  a  fettlement  at 
Pegu, 

A  STILL  more  confiderable  branch  of  commerce,  which 
the  Europeans  at  Bengal  carry  on  with  the  reft  of  India, 
is  that  of  opium.  Opium  is  the  produce  of  a  fpecies  of 
poppy,  whofe  root  is  nearly  as  lacge  as  the  finger, 
abounding,  as  well  as  the  roll  of  the  plant,  with  a  bitter 
juice.  The  ftem,  which  is  commonly  pliable,  and  forae- 
times  rather  hairy,  is  two  cubits  high,  and  produces  leaves 
rcfembling  thofe  of  the  lettuce,  oblong,  indented,  curled, 
and  of  ft  fe^-green  colour.    Its  £oi<xr  is  in  the  form  of  a 

rofe. 
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rofe.     When  the  poppy  is  fall  6f  fap,  a  flight  incirion  is  B  O^O  K 
made  at  the  top,  from  whence  diftill  fome  drops  of  a  milky 
liquor,  "which  is  left  to  congeal,  and  is  afterwards   ga- 
thered.     This  operation  is  repeated  three  times,  but  the 
produce  gradually  diminiflies  in  quantity,  nor  is  it  of  fo 
good  a  quality.     When  the  opium  is  gathered,  it  is  moilt- 
cned  and  kneaded  with  water  or  honey,  till  it  acquires  the 
confidence,  vifcidity,    and  gloflinefs  of  pitch  when  it  is 
well  prepared,  and  is  then  made  into  fmall  cakes.     That 
which  is  rather  foft,  and  yields  to  the  touch,  is  inflam- 
mable,   of  a   brown  blackifli  colour,  and  has  a  ftrong 
fcef id  fmell,  is  cfteemed  the  beft ;   on  the  contrary,  that 
which  is  dry,  friable,  burnt,  and  mixed  with  earth  and  ' 
fand,  is   thought  good  for  nothing.     According  to  the 
different  manner  of  preparing  it,  and  the  dofes  in  which 
it  is  given,  it  ftupifies,  excites  agreeable  ideas,  or  occa- 

fibns  madnefs. 

Patn  a,  fituated  on  the  Upper  Ganges,  is  the  moft  cele- 
brated place  in  the  world  for  the  cultivation  of  opium. 
The  fields  are  covered  with  it.  Befides  what  is  carried 
into  the  inland  partj,  there  are  annually  three  or  four 
thoufand  chefts  exported,  each  weighing  three  hundred 
pounds.  It  fells  upon  the  fpot  at^  the  rate  of  five  or  fix 
hundred  livres  »  a  cheft.  This  opium  is  not  purified  like 
that  of  Syria  and  Perfia,  which  we  make  ufc  of  in  Europe: 
it  is  only  a  pafte  that  has  undergone  no  preparation,  and 
has  not  a  tenth  part  of  the  virtue  of  purified  opium. 

An  exceflive  fondnefs  for  opium  prevails  in  all  the 
countries  to  the  eaft  of  India.  The  Chinefe  emperors  have 
fupprefled  it  in  their  dominions,  by  condemning  to  the 
flamies  every  veflel  that  imported  this  fpecies  of  poifon, 
and  every  houfe  that  received  it.  On  the  Malayan  coaft, 
at  Borneo,  the  Moluccas,  Java,  Macaflar,  and  Sumatra, 
the  confumption  is  incredible.  Thefe  people  fmoke  it 
with  their  tobacco.  Thofe  who  are  going  to  perform  fome 
defperate  aftion  intoxicate  themfelvcs  with  this  fmoke. 

•  Be(weea  24  L  and  25 1«  on  aa  average^ 

They 
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They  then  encounter  indifcriminately  every  thing  tliej^ 
meet.  The  Dutch,  who  are  in  pofTeflion  of  almoil  all  th^ 
places  where  opium  makes  the  greateft  havock,  have  been 
more  intent  on  the  profits  ariiing  from  the  fale  of  this- 
artide  than  touched  with  compafTion  for  its  numerous 
^£tims.  Rather  than  prohibit  the  ufe  of  it,  they  have 
authorized  individuals  to  maifacre  all  thofe  who,  being 
difordered  with  opium,  appear  in  the  ftreets  armed. 
■  The  Dutch  company  formerly  carried  on  the  trade  of 
opium  in  their  fettlements.  They  vended  but  little,  be- 
caufe  four  hundred  per  cent,  was  gained  by  fmuggling  it. 
In  1743>  they  refigncd  this  branch  to  a  particular  fociety^ 
to  which  they  deliver  a  certain  quantity  of  opium  at  2 
fixed  price.  The  gains  of  this  fociety,  which  confift  of 
the  principal  members  of  the  government  of  Batavia,  are 
immenfe:  no  one  venturing  to  expofe  himfelf  to  their  r^ 
fentment  by  purfuing  a  contraband  trade  incompatible 
•with  their  intercfts.  The  coaft  of  Malacca,  and  part  of 
the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  are  fiirnifhed  with  opium  by  the  free 
Englilh  merchants*  who  gain  more  by  this  merchandife 
than  by  the  common  cottons  they  bring  to  thefe  different 
lnarkets« 

They  fend  rice  and  fugar  to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel^ 
for  which  they  are  paid  in  fpecie,  urilefs  they  have  the  good 
fortune  to  meet  with  fome  foreign  merchandife  at  a  cheap 
rate.  They  fend  out  one  or  two  veflels  laden  with  rice^ 
cottons  and  filk :  the  rice  is  fold  in  Ceylon,  the  cottons 
at  Malabar,  and  the  filk  at  Surat ;  from  whence  they  bring 
back  cotton,  which  is  ufefully  employed  in  the  coarfer 
manufadlures  of  Bengal.  Two  or  three  (hips  laden  with 
*  lice,  gum-lac,  and  cotton  ftuifs  go  to  Baflbra,  and  returrt 
with  dried  fruits,  rofe-water  and  a  quantity  of  gold.  The 
rich  merchandife  earned  to  Arabia  is  paid  for  intirely  in 
gold  and  filver.  The  trade  of  the  Ganges  with  the  oth^r 
feaports  of  India  brings  twenty-eight  millions  *  annually 
into  Bengal, 

feaports 


IN  THE   EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES-  33J 

Though  this  trade  pafles  through  the  hands  of  the  B  O  O  K 
European s«  and  is  carried  on  in  their  bottoms,  it  is  not 
intirely.on  their  own  account.  The  Moguls,  indeed,  who 
arc  commonly  confined  to  the  places  of  their  govern- 
ment, have  feldom  any  concern  in  thefe  expeditions;  but 
the  Armenians,  who,  fince  the  revolutions  in  Pcrfia,  are 
fettled  upon  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  to  which  they 
formerly  only  made  voyages,  readily  throw  their  capital 
into  this  trade.  Thelndia^ns  employ  ftill  larger  fums  in 
it. '  The  impolTibility  of  enjoying  their  fortunes  under  an 
oppreffive  government,  does  not  deter  the  natives  of  this 
country  from  labouring  inceflantly  to  increafe  them.  As 
they  would  run  too  great  a  rifque  by  engaging  openly  in 
trade,  they  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  clandefline 
methods.  As  foon  as  an  European  arrives^  the  Gentoos, 
who  know  mankind  better  than  is  commonly  fuppofed, 
fiudy  his  character :  and  if  they  find  him  frugal,  adive, 
and  well  informed,  offer  to  a£t  as  his  brokers  and  caihiers^ 
and  lend  or  procure  him  money  upon  bottomry,  or  at  in- 
terefl.  This  intereft,  which  is  ufually  nine  per  cent^  at 
leaft,  is  higher,  wheli  he  is  under  a  necefTity  of  borrowing 
of  the  Cheyks, 

Thesb  Cheyks  are  a  powerful  family  of  Indians,  wha 
have,  time  immemorial,  inhabited  the  banks  of  the  Ganges. 
Their  riches  have  long  ago  procured  them  the  manage- 
ment of  the  bank  belonging  to  the  court,  the  farming 
of  the  public  revenue,  and  the  diredlion  of  the  money, 
which  they  coin  afrelh  every  year,  in  order  to  receive  an- 
nually the  benefit  arifing  from  the  mint.  By  imiting  fo 
many  advantages,  they  are  enabled  to  lend  the  goyern" 
ment,  forty  *,  fixty  t,  or  even  a  hundred  millions  c  at  a  time. 
When  the  government  finds  it  impolfible  to  refund  the 
money^  they  are  allowed  to  indemnify  themfelves  by  op- 
{>reffing  the  people.  That  fo  prodigious  a  capital  fhould 
be  preferred  in  the  center  of  tyranny,  and  in  the  midft  of 

• '/7S^7'5^I«        '  *a,6i5,oool,  'J  4,375,000!. 
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BOOK  revolutions,  appears  incredible.     It  is  not  pofTible  to  con- 
ceive how   fucK  a   ftniAure  could  be   raifed,    much  lefg 
how  it  could  be  fupported  for  fo  long  a  time.     To  ex- 
jplain  this  myftery  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  this  family 
has  always*  maintained  a  fuperior  influence  at  the  court  of 
Delhi ;  that  the  nabobs  and  rajas  in  Bengal  are  dependent 
upon  it;   that  thofe  who  are  about  the  perfon  of  the  fubah 
have   conftantly  been  his  crfeatures ;  and  that  the  Aibah 
himfclf  has  b^en  maihtained,  or  dethroned  by  the  Intrigues 
of  this  family.     To  this  we  may  add,  thslt  the  different 
bratiches  of  it,  and  the  wealth  belonging  to  them*  being 
difperfed,  it   has  never  been  poflible  to  ruin  above  one 
half  of  it  at  a  time,  which  woiild  ftill  have  left  them  mord 
refources  than  were  neceffary  to  enable  them  to  carry  on 
their  refentincnt  to  the  higheft  extremity.     The  Euro- 
peans who  ffequfent  the  Ganjg^es  have  not  been  fiifRciently 
alarmed  at  this  defpolifm,  which  ought  to  have  prevented 
them  from  Tubmitting  to  a  dependence  iipon  the  Cheyks. 
They  have  fallen  into  the  friare,   by  borrowing  confider- 
able  fums  of  thefe  avaritious  financiers,  apparently  at 
nine,  but  ih  reality  at  thirteen  per  cent,  if  we  take  into 
the  account  the  difference  between  the  money  that  is  lent 
them,  and  that  in  which  they  are  obliged  to  make  their 
payments.     The  engagements  entered  into  by  the  Frcncji 
and  Dutch  companies  have  been  kept  within  fome  bounds ; 
but  thofe  of  the  Englifli  company   have  been  unlimited. 
In  1755  ^^^y  ^^^^  indebted  to  the  Cheyks  about  eigllt 
and  twenty  millions*. 

Such  is  the  conduft  of  Ihefe  great  bodies,  who  arc  the 
fole  managers  of  the  Europcart  trade  at  Bengal.  TKc 
Portuguefe,  who  firft  frequented  this  rich  country,  had 
the  wifdom  to  eflablifh  themfelves  at  Chitigan,  a  port 
fituated  upon  the  frontier  of  Arracah,  not  far  from  the 
moft  caftern  branch  of  th^  Ganges.  The  Dutch,  who, 
without  incurring  the  refentment  of  an  enemy,  at  that 
time  fo  formidable,  were  defirous  of  Ihanng  iii  their  gooH 

fortune. 
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fortune,  looked  out  for  a  port,  wlucb,  without  obftruft-  B  o  O  |C 
^  •  •  •   .  •      .  *  III, 

ing  their  plan>  would  expofe  thchv  the  leaft  to  hoftilities. 
In  i6o3>  they  caft  their  eyes  upon  Balafore ;  and  all  the 
Companies,  rather  through  imitation  than  in  cotifequence 
of  any  well  concerted  fchemesi  followed  their  exaiopie. 
Experience  taught  theqi  tl^e  propriety  of  fixing  as  near 
as  pofiible  to  the  markets  from  whence  they  had  their 
merchandifes  and  they  advanced  up  that  arm  of  the 
Ganges,  which  feparating  itfeif  from  the  main  river  at 
Mourcha  above  Cafiumbazar^  faUs  into  thb  fiea  near  Bala- 
ibre  under  the  namfc  of  the  river  Hughley.  The  govern- 
ment  of  the  country  permitted  them  to  eredl  warehoufes 
Wherever  there  was  plenty  of  manufadures^  and  to  fo^* 
tify  themielves  upon  this  river; 

In  pafllng  up  this  river,  the  firft  town  that  is  met  wit;H 
Is  Calcutta,  the  principal  fet dement  of  the  Engliih  com- 
pany.  The  air  here  is  unhealthy,  the  water  brackifh,  tb^ 
anchorage  not  very  fafe,  ana  tbe  neighbouring  country 
ftfFords  but  few  manufat^ures.  Notwithftanding  thefe  in* 
^conveniencres,  great  numbers  of  rich  Armenian,  Moorifh; 
'and  Indian  mercbants  invited  oy  theprorped  of  liberty  and 
jfecurity  have  6xed  their  r'elidehce  here.  The  people  have 
multiplied  in  proportion  through  a  territory  of  three  or 
four  leagues  in  circumference,  of  which  the  company  are 
the  fole  fovereigns.  Thefortrels  has  this  advantage,  that 
the  vefTets  bbund  to  the  Eiirbpeah  fettleiiients  arie  obliged 
tb  pafs  under  its  cannon* 

Six  kagu^s  hijg;hei:  is  fitiiated  t^l-ederic  Nagbre,  foimd- 
fc^  by  the  Danes  In  1756,  in  order  to  fiipply  the  place 
bf  ah  ancient  icttlement,  where  they  i^ould  not  main- 
iaiii  their  ground.  This  new  eftablilhment  has  hot  yet 
acquired  any  folidity,  and  there  is  all  the  reafon  ima« 
^inable  to  bclicviS,  that  it  will  never  become  cdnfiderabre: 

Chandbrnagore,  which  lies  tsvo  leagues  and  an  half 
iiigher,  belongs  to  the  French.  It  has  the  difadvantage 
bf  being  rather  ext)ofcd  on  the  weftern  flde  i  but  its  bar-: 

Vol.  I.  2  b<mr 
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BOOK  bour  is  excellent^  and  the  air  ts  as  pure  as  it  clCh  bt  X)fl 
^"'  the  banks  of  the  Ganges.  Whenever  any  bilUding  »  un- 
dertaXen  that  requires  ilrength,  it  mud  here,  'ar  w^tt  at 
in  all  other  parts  of  Bengal,  be  built  upon  piles:  it 
being  impofllbie  to  dig  three  or  four  feet  debp  withMt 
coming  at  water.  This  diflrid,  which  is  hardly  a  league 
in  drcu  inference,  has  been  full  of  manufa^ures  ever  imdb 
the  invailon  of  the  Marattas  obliged  the  datives  of  the 

m 

country  to  retire  hither  for  refuge.  Here  is  a  large  manu- 
facture of  handkerchiefs,  and  ftriped  ihuflins;  which 
have,  indeed,  rather  degenerated  fince  their  removaU 
This  aAivc  fpirit  of  induftry  has  not,  however,  made 
Chandemagore  the  rival  of  Calcutta,  whofe  immenic 
riches  enables  it  to  undertake  the  moii  extenfive  com- 
mercial enterprizes. 

At  the  diftance  of  a  mile  from  Chandemagore,  is 
Chinfura,  better  known  by  the  name  of  Dougli, '  beiifg 
Situated  near  the  fuburbs  of  that  an tiently  renowned  city. 
The  Dutch  have  no  other'  pofHiilions  there,  but  merely 
*  their  fort ;  the  territory  round  it  depending  on  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country,  which  hath  frequently  made  it 
feel  its  power  by  its  extortions.  Another  inconvenience 
attending  this  fettlement  is  a  fand  bank  that  prevents 
(hips  from  coming  up  to  it :  they  proceed  no  farther  than 
Tulta,  which  is  twenty  miles  below  Calcutta,  and  this  of 
cOurfe  occafions  an  additional  expence  to  adminiftration. 

The  Portugueic  had  formerly  made  Bandel,  which  is 
eighty  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges,  and  a  quarter 
of 'a  league  above  the  Hughly,the  principal  feat  of  their 
commerce.  Their  flag  is  dill  difplayed,  and  there  ^«e  a 
few  unhappy  wretches  remaining  there,  who  have  forgot- 
ten their  country  after  having  been  forgotten  by  it. 
This  faftory  has  no  other  employment  than  that  of  fup- 
plying  the  Moors  and  the  Dutch  with  miftreflcs. 

Though  in  the  months  of  Oftober,  November,  and 
December,  the  frequent  and  almoft^ontinual  Eurnycane? 

3  render 
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Ht4tic,  the  iGUlph  ofBeogal  impradka^le ;  durmg  the  re-  B  O  O  K 
mainder  of  the  yeax  European  ihipft  may  enter  the  Ganges. 
Thofe  that  defign  to  go  up  the  river  previoufly  make  the 
Segogora,  where  they  are  recemd  by  pilots  of  their  oml 
nation^  who  refide  at  Bal  afore.   The  money  they  bring 
^ith  them  is-put  on  board  certain  (loops  bdonging  to  the 
iHUfbottr  of  between  6xty  and  a  hundred  tuns,  which  always 
precede  the  fiiips.     The  pafTage  into  the  river  Hoghly  lies 
through  a  narrow  ftrait  between  two  fand  banks.    The 
iiiAps  u&d  formerly  to  come  to  an  anchor  at  Culpy,  but 
^iifi^has  worn^ff  the  dread  of  thofe  currents,  quickiandB» 
«nd  flioals  tHat  feemed  to  thoke  up  the  navigation  of  ^die 
aiver>  and  the  (hips  have  been  brought  unto  their  refpec- 
tive  places  of  deitination.    This,  boidnels  has  occafioned 
many  Hiipwrecks ;  but  in  proportion  as  moro  experience 
^s  been  gcdned>  and  the  ^irit  of  ^>bfervatiaahas  been  car- 
ried further^  accidents  of  that  kind,  have  been  lefs  fre- 
'quient.     It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  example  of  admiral 
^atfon,  who  failed  as  high  as  Chandernagore  in  a  feventy 
<gUB-»(hip  will  not  be  forgotten  : .  as  a  proper  attention  to 
'it  would  ieve  a  great -deal  of  time,  trouble  and  expence. 
-  ^  Bbsides  this  great  channd»  thei^ds  another  by  which 
foods  may  be  broughi:  from  the  places  which  fiimiflk  them^ 
to  the  principal  fettlement  of  each  company.     For  thia 
"purpofe  a  number  of  fmall  craft  are  employed^  confiding 
of  eighty  or  a  hundred  boats,  and  fometimes  more.    Theie 
are  manned  with  black  or  white  foldiers  in  order  to  check 
.^e  inlatiable  avarice  of  the  Nabobs  and  Rajas  they  meet 
with  in  their  paiTage.     The  goods  purchafed  in  the  highw 
parts  of  the  Ganges,  at  Patna  and  CaflurAbazar,  are  carried 
down  the  river  Hughly:  thofe  purchafed  near  the  other 
^brandies  of  the  Ganges,  which  are  ail*  navigable  in  the 
'interior  parts  of  the  country^  and  communicate  with  each 
-other,  efpecially  towards  the  lower  divifion  of  that  river, 
-are  conveyed  into  the  Hughly  by  Raagafbula  and  Batatola, 
.  ^boUt fifteen  #r  twenty  leagues &om  the  fea.  Fiom  thenoe 
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BOOK  they  arc  carried  tip  thft^ftream  to  the^prkkcipal  £^ttlemfnt 
beUmging  to  eaclk oatioD.  ^  r. 

Tbb  exports  from  Bengal  to  fiuropa  cQnfifl  ofquiik^  j^mp 
laci  nicaragua  wood,  pepper,  cowrk^»  a^d  ^Qme  othe;;  ar* 
tiolet  of  le^s  ioiporteoce  bjro^ght  \hit^er  from  other  plaefSn 
Thotfe  that  are  the  immediate  produce  of  the  cQi^ti;y  f^i^ 
borax,  faltpetre*  filk^  (ilk-ftuffs^muAii^s,  and  a  hundcif)^. 
different  forts  of  cottons.  .  » . 

Thb  borax  which  is  found  in  the  proviQi^e  of  P^fVU 
is  a  feline  fubftance«  which  the  chymifts  in  Europe  Ji^^ 
in  vain  attempted  to  counterfek.    Some  of  th^m  %^)^e  j^ 
for  an  alkaline  fait,  whkh  is  found  cqmpleatfy  foinned  in. 
the;  rich  country  of  Indoftan;  others  will  have,  it  ta  b«. 
.the  produce  of  volcanos,  or  fubterraneous.fite8*. 

Bb  this  as  it  may,  the  borax  is  of  great  ufe  in  the  l^rki> 
Ing  of  metaU  by  facilitating  their  fiifion  and  purificatioiu 
This  fubftance  being  quickly  vitrifie4  by.  the  ^itipn  of  £re^ . 
attradls  the  heterogeneous  particles  that  are  intermixed, 
with.thefe  metals,  and  reduces  them  to  drofst    The  bpr^jt 
is  likewife  indifpenfably  neceflary  in  the  ^Gsying  of  mijoes^ 
and  the  foldering  of  metals*     Th^  Dutch*  alone  have  thp . 
fecret  of  refining  it,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  comrai|ni->. 
cated  to  .them  by  ibme  Venetian  families  tl^at  cam.e  to  feek 
that,  liberty  in  the  united  provinces  ,^hich  they  did  not 
enjoy  .under  the  tyranny  of  their  own  ariiloci;;|tical  go. 
vemment. 

Saltpetre  is  likewife  the  produce^,  of  ^atna.  .  It  Is 
cxttaded  from  a  clay,  which  is  ^ithQTj  black ji  whitiih,  or 
red.  The  manner  .  of  refining  jt  is-  by  digging  a,  \f^g/^ 
pit  in  which  this  nitrous  earth  is  depofited,  and  diluted 
with  a  quantity  of  water,  which  is  kept  Airred  till  it  comes 
to  a  confiftcucy.  The  water  havmg  drawn-out  all  the  falts, 
and  the  grofier  parts  fubfidlng  at  the  bottom,  the  m6re 
fluid  particles  are  taken  out  and  put  into  another  pit  not 
fo  large  as  the  former.  This  fubftance  having  undergone 
a  fccpnd  purification,  the.  clear  watfc-ths^t  fwims  on  the 

top> 
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V»p,  and  is  totally  inapregnatcd  with  nitre,  is  taken  off,  B  CO  K 
and;  boiled  in  caldrons  t  it  i*  ifcimmc4  ^hile  it  is  boHinji; 
and,  in  a  few  hours,  a  nitrou^  fklt  4«  "obtained  iafiaitely 
BxptAot  to  any  that '  Iti  found  eUewhere.  The  Ejutopcans 
export  about  tetv  imlitons  of  pounds  for  the  ,itfe  of  their 
fetttemeritff  in  Afra/ot  for  home  confun^ptfen  in  their  re^ 
fpefti^c"  countries,  l^  i»  bought  upon  the  fpot  for  rhreo 
fch  ^a  pound,  at  the  tnoft,  and  is  fold  again  to  us  for  ten  *> 

at  the  leafl. 

.  CAssiTMBAZAa,  which  is  grown  rich  by  the  ruin  of 
|y[aida  and  Rajamahal  is  the  general  market  for  Bengal 
filk,  the  ^reateft  part  of  which  is  fupplied  from  that  ter^ 
rhory.  The  filk-worms  are  brought  up  and  fed  there  in 
rte  iaipd  manner  as  in  other  places ;  but  the  heat  of 'the 
ijimate  hatches  them  and  makes  them  thrive  every  mbnt^ 
in' the  fear.'  A  great  cjxiantlty  of  filk  and  cotton  ftuffs 
arc  nianufa£hired  here,  which  are  circulated  througli  part 
of  Afia:  thofe  that  arc' made  entirely  of  filk,  are  for  the 
moft  part  carried  to  Delhi.  They  are  prohibited  in 
France ;  and  throughout  the  north  of  Europe,  the  con- 
fumption  in  the  articles"  is  almoft  entirely  confined  to  z 
few'  aroioifines,  and  a  prodigious  number  of  handker-. 
chiefs.  As  for  the  u^iwrought  filk,  the  quantity  confumed 
ill  the  European  manufadlures  may  be  cftimated  at  three 
or  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  weight,  Jt  is  in  gene- 
ral of  a  very  inferior  quality,  ill  twifted,  and  takes  no 
glofs  in  dying«  It  is  ufed  for  little  elfe  than  the  woof  in 
i)ri>cides ;  *  and  is  fold  upon  the  fpot  from  272  to  288 
livtes  ^  a  quintal.  The  companies  that  haire  a  capital,  and 
^duftiy  and  (kill  fufficient  to  twift  Jt  ii)  jheir  own  warcr 
hduies,''obtain  it  at  a  cheaper  rate. 

*It  would  be  a  tedious  and  ufeleft  taflc  to  enumerate  all 
the  places  where  ticken  an4  cottons,  proper  for  the  table, 
of  intended  to  be  worn  plain,  pajnted  or  printed,* are  ma- 
.^ufa6lured.     It  will  be  fuSicient  to  niention  Dacc^,  which 

piaybe  looked  upon  as  the  general  mart  of  Bengal,  where 

•  .      ^^ »  .".   »  -    . 

■  I  d.  J  5*^'  «  From  iiL  i8s.  to  ;zl.  IIS. 
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BOOK  the  greateft  variety  of  the  fineft  cottons  arc  to  be  met  with# 
and  in  the  greateft  abundance. 

This  town  is  fituated  in  twenty-four  degrees  north  la« 
titude.  The  fertility  of  its  foil,  and  the  advantages  of 
its  fituation  have  long  fincc  made  it  the  center  of  an  ex^ 
tenfive  commerce.  The  courts  of  Delhi  and  Muxadavad 
are  furniihed  from  thence  with  the  cottons  wanted  for  their 
own  confumption*  They  each  of  them  maintain  an  agent 
on  the  fpot  to  fupcrintend  the  manufadlure  of  them ;  who 
has  aii  authority,  independent  of  the  magiftrate,  oyer  tho 
brokers,  weavers,,  embroiderers,  and  all  the  workmen^ 
whofe  bufinefs  has  any  relation  to  the  objeft  of  his  com* 
mifiion.  Thcfe  unhappy  people  are  forbidden,  under  pe^ 
cuniary  and  corporal  penalties,  to  fell  to  any  perfon  what- 
ever a  piece  exceeding  the  value  of  72  livres  * :  nor  can 
they,  but  by  dint  of  money,  relieve  them'felves  from  this 
cppreflion, 

Ik  this,  as  ia  all  the  other  markets,  the  European  com^ 
panics  treat  with  Moorilh  brokers  fettled  upon  the  fpot, 
and  appointed  by  the  government.  They  likewife  lend 
their  name  to  the  individuals  of  their  own  nation  as  well 
as  to  Indians  and  Armenians  living  in  their  fettlements, 
who,  without  this  precaution,  would  infallibly  be  plun- 
dered. The  Moors  themfelves,  in  Jtheir  private  tranfac- 
tions,  frequently  avail  themfelves  of  the  fame  pretence^ 
that  they  may  pay  only  two  inftead  of  five  per  cent. 

A  DISTINCTION  is  obferved,  in  their  contra£ts  between 
the  cottons,  that  are  befpoken^  and  thofe^  which  the 
weaver  ventures,  in  fome  places,  to  manufa^ure  upon 
his  own  account.  Th^  length,  the  number  of  threads, 
and  the  price  of  the  former  are  fixed :  nothing  further 
than  the  commiflion  for  the  latter  is  ftipulated,  becaufe  it 
is  irapofliblc  to  enter  into  the  fame  detaiU  Thofe  na- 
tions thsLt  make  a  point  of  having  fine  goods,  take  pro- 
per meafures,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  advance  money 

*  Three  g\iinets{ 
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to  their  workmen  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.    The  wca-  ^  <>^  ^. 
vers,  who  in  general  have  but  little  employment  at  that 
time,   perform   their  \york  with  lefs   hurry  than  in  the 
months  of  Odober,  November  and  December,  when  the 
demand  is  prefling. 

*^  SoMB  of  the  cottons  are  delivered  unbleached,  and 
Others  half  bleached.  It  were  to  be  wilhed*  that  this  cuf- 
tom  might  be  altered.  It  is  very  common  to  fee  cottorts, 
that  look  very  beautiful,  go  off  in  the  bleaching.  Perhaps, 
the  manufa£lurers  and  brokers  forefec  how  they  will  turn 
out:  but  the  Europeans  have  not  fo  cxquifite  a  touch, 
lior  fuch  an  experienced  eye  as  to  difcern  this.  It  is.a  circum- 
ilance  peculiar  to  India  that  cottons,  of  what  kind  foever 
they  are,  can  never  be  well  bleached  and  prepared  but  in 
the  place  where  they  are  manufaftured.  If  they  have  fhe 
misfortune  to  get  damaged  before  they  are  (hipped  for 
fiurope,  they  muilbe  fcnt  back  to  the  places  from  whence 

they  came. 

Among  the  cottons   purchafed   at  l^acca,  the  plain, 
ftriped  and  worked  muflins  are,  beyond  all  comparifon, 
of  the  greateft  'importance-     Bengal  is  the  only  country 
in  India  where  they  arc  made,  as  it  produces  the  only 
cotton'  proper  for  that   manufacture.     It   is  planted   at 
the   end  of  Oftober,  and  gathered  in  February;  when 
it  is  prepared  with  all  expedition,  that  it  may  be  read// 
for  the  loom  in  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July.  This 
is  the  rainy  feafon ;  and  as  the  cotton  ihrinks  more,  and 
is  lefs  apt  to  break  at  this  time,  it  is  therefore  the  fitteft 
for  the  purpofe  of  manufacturing  muflins.    The  artiffsi 
who  work  at  other  feafons  of  the  year,  give  the  cotton  its 
requifite  degree  of  moiftnefs,  by  dipping  the  part  immedi« 
ately  under  the  warp  into  water.    In  this  fenfe  we  arc  to 
underftand  what  is  faid  of  fabricating  muflins  in  water. 
To  whatever  degree  of  finenefs  thcfe  cottons  have  been 
^   brought,  it  is  certain  it  falls  very  fliort  of  the  perfeAion 
of  which  they  arc  capable.    The  practice  of  the  govern- 

'2  4  xneot 
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800  K  mcpt  in  obliging  the  beft  manufacturers  to  work  on  it^ 
account,  in  paying  them  ill^  and  keeping  them  in  a  ftat<| 
of  captivity,  makes  them  afraid  of  difplayin^  too  much 
ikill.  A  prevailing  fpirit  of  reftraiiit  and  rigour  ftiSe$ 
ipduftr^,  wh\ph  though  the  daughter  of  nefclfity*^  at  the  • 
fame  time  the  companion  of  liberty. 

The  courts  of  Delhi  and  Muxadavad  lay  np  great  ftre& 
upon  the  embroidered  work  fuperinduced  upon  muflins  : 
and  the  people  of  the  country,  the  Moors,  Patans,  and 
Armenians,  who  give  large  orflcrs,  foUowthdr  example 
and  take  them  sis  they  find  them.  This  indifftrenpe  hin- 
ders the  pfogrcfs  of  the  art  pf  embroidery.  The  Euro- 
peans agree  for  embroideries  as  they  do  for  mufllns  and 
other  rherchandife,  with  brokers  authorized  by  the  go- 
yernment,  to  which  they  pay  an  annual  contribution  for 
this  exclufive  privilege.  Thefe  agents  aflign  to. the  wo- 
men the  prices  defigned  for  plate  embroideries,  and  thofc 
in  chain-work  to  the  men.  The  Europeans  frequently 
content  themfelves  with  Indian  patterns ;  at  other  time? 
they  fend  patterns  for  ftripes  and  embroideries.    .     ^, 

The  fum  total  of  the  purchafcs  made  in  Bepgal  by  the 
European  nations  amounted;  a  few  years  ago,  to  no  more 
than  t^venty  millions  *.     One  third  of  thi?  fum  was  paid 
in  iron,  lead,  copper,  woollens,  and  Dutch  fpices ;  the  re- 
mainder-was difcharged  in  money.    Since  the  Engliili  have 
made  themfelves  mailers  of  this  rich  country,  its  exports  < 
have  been  increafed,  aiid  its  imports  cjiminilhed,  becaufc 
the  conquerors  have  carried  away  a  greater  quantity  of 
mercbandife,  and  pay  for  it  out  of  the  revenues  they  re- 
ceive from  the  country.     There  is  reafon  to  believe,. that 
this  revolution  in  the  trade  of  Bengal  has  pot  arrived  at 
^s  criHs,  and  that  fooner  or  later  it  will  be  attended  with 
pjorc  important  confequences  and  effefls. 

•Above  870,0001. 
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To  maintain  their  corrcfppndcnce  with  this  vaft  country,  ^  Op  j^ 
end  their  other  Afiatlc  (ettlements,  the  EngRfh  company 


have  fixed  upon  St.  Helena  as  a  plate  of  refrefhment.  EngUm  fee* 
Thhlil^d,  which  is  only  between  twenty  eight  and  twenty  su^dcna, 
nine  tntles  in  circumference,  lies  in  fifteen  degrees  fifty 
minutes  foiith  latitude,  between  Africa  an4  America,  and 
almoft  at  an  equal  diftance  from  thole  two  quarters  of  the 
globe.  ,  It  does  not  appear  that  the  Portugueft,  who  dif» 
covered  it  in  1502,  ever  eftablifhed  a  colony  there;  but  it 
is  (iertain  that,  agreeable  to  their  ufual  method,  they  put 
en  fhore  fome  cattle  and  poultry  for  the  ufe  of  the  fliips 
that  might  touch  there.  Thefe  conveniencies  afterwards 
invited  the  Dutch  to  form  a  fmall  fettlement  upon  the 
illand,  which  they  were  afterwards  difpoflefled  of^  by  the 
Englifh,  who  have  been  fettled  there  ever  Cnce  the  year 
1673. 

Though  St.  Helena  appears  to  be  nothing  but  a  large 
rock,  beaten  on  all  fides  by  the  waves,  it  is  nevcrthelefs  a 
delightful  place.  The  climate  i?  more  temperate  than 
ipight  be  expe6ted ;  the  foil,  which  is  only  a  foot  and  9 
half  deep,  is  covered  with  citrons,  palms,  pomegranates 
and  other  trees,  laden  with  flo\<fcrs  and  fruit  at  the  fame 
time;  while  ftreams  of  excellent  water,  which  natur^ 
has  diftributed  better  tjian  art  could  have  done,  enliven 

the  whole  fcene.     Thofe  who  are  born  in  this  fortunate 

,.■•..  .      . 

abode  enjoy  a  perfcft  ftate  pf  heailth  ;  paffengers  are  here 
cured  of  their  diforders,  particularly  of  the  fcurvy.  Four 
hundred  fatmiljes,  compofed  of  Englifh  and  of  French  re- 
fugees,  cultivate  pulfe,  and  breed  cjittle,  which  are  of  an 
cxqnifite  flavour,  and  of  great  fcrvice  to  the  fhips  crews 
that' put  in  there.  This  fettlement,  which  nature  and  art 
have  united  to  render  almoft  impregnable,  has,  however, 
<}ne  grand  defedl;  the  fhips  that  return  from  India  to 
Europe  land  there  with  eafe  and  fecurity,  but  the  outward- 
bound  fhips  cannot  reach  this  afylum,  being  flrqngly  re- 
pelled by  winds  and  adverfe  currents.     To  avoid  the 

incon« 
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BOOK  inconveniences  attending  fo  long  a  voyage,  when  ma^de 
without  ftoppingy  feveral  of  them  put  in  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope;  others,  particular}/  (hofe  bound  to  Arabia 
and  Malabar,  take  in  lefrcihmexits  at  the  IHands  of  Co* 
mora. 
The  pfe  iHc      These  iflan^s*  that  lie  in  the  Mozambique  channel,  be- 
make  of  the  tween  the  coaft  of  Zanguebax  and  Madagafcar,  are  five 
^nd$  of     jjj  nu0ji)^r .  the  principal  one,  from  which  this  fmall  archi- 
pelago takes  its  name,  is  ^ittle  known.    The  Portuguefe, 
who  difcovered  it  in  the  courfe  of  their  firil  expeditions, 
brought  the  name  of  Europeans  into  fuch  deteftation  by 
their  cruelties,  that  all  who.  have  (ince  ventured  to  go  on 
fhore  there  have  either  been  maffacred  or  very  ill  treated. 
It  has  accordingly  been  quite  fprfakenv    The  iflands  of 
Mayota,  Moeti,  and  Anjuan,  are  not  more   frequented, 
on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  approaching  them,  and  the 
'want  of  a  fafc  apchorage.     The  Engli(h  veflels  put  in  at 
the  ifland  of  Joanna. 

Hire  it  is  that,  within  the  compafs  of  thirty  leagues, 
nature  difplays  all  her  riches,  with  all  her  fimplicity. 
Hills  ever  green,  and  vallies  ever  gay,  every  where  prcfent 
a  variety  of  delightful  landfcapes.  Thirty  thoufand  inha- 
bitants, diilributed  into  feventy-three  villages,  fhare  its 
produ£l:ions«  They  fpeak  the  Arabic  language,  and  their 
religion  is  a  very  corrupt  fort  of  Mohammedanifm  ;  their 
moral  principles  are  more 'refined  than  they  ufually  are  in 
this  part  of  the  globe ;  the  habit  they  have  contracted  of 
living  upon  milk  ^d  vegetables  has  given  them  an  uncon* 
querable  arerfion  from  labour^  From  this  indolence  ar ifes  a 
certain  air  of  grandeur,  which,  in  the  people  of  diftindlion, 
confifls  in  letting  their  nails  grow  to  an  immoderate  length. 
To  give  a  beauty  to  this  negligence,  they  tinge  them  with 
a  yellowifh  red,  which  they  extract  from  a  ihrub.  . 

These  people,  born  to  indolence,   have  loft  that  liberty 
which  they,  doubtlcfs,  came  hither  to  enjoy  from  a  neigh- 
bouring continent,  of  which  they  were  the  original  inha- 
bitants. 
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bitants.  An  Antblan  trader,  not  quite  a  century  ago^  BOOK, 
having  killed  a  Portueuefe  gentleman  at  Mozambique, 
threw  himfelf  into  a  boat,  which  chance  conducted  to 
Joanna.  This  ftranger  made  fuch  good  ufe  of  his  fuperioc 
abilities,  and  the  afiiftance  of  a  few  of  his  countrymen, 
that  he  acquired  an  abfolute  authority,  which  is  ftill  main- 
tained by  his  grandfon.  This  change  in  the  government 
did  not  at  all  diminifh  the  liberty  and  fecurity  enjoyed  by 
the  Englilh,  who  landed  upon  the  ifland.  They  conti- 
nued to  put  their  fick  on  ihore  without  moleftation,  wher^ 
the  falubrity  of  the  air,  the  excellence  of  the  fruits,  pro- 
yifions  and  water,  foon  reftored  them  to  health.  They 
were  only  obliged  to  give  a  higher  price  for  the  provifions 
they  wanted)  for  which  the  following  reafons  may  be  af- 
Jigned. 

.  The  Arabians  having  been  induced  to  frequent  ai^ 
}fland  governed  by  an  Arab,  have  brought  the  Indian 
jnanufaAures  into  vogue ;  and  as  the  cowries,  cocoa-nuts^ 
and  other  commodities  they  received  in  exchange,  were 
|iot  fufficient  to  defray  the  expence  of  this  article  of  luxury, 
the  iflanders  have  been  obliged  to  demand  money  for  their 
goats  and  poultry,  which  they  before  exchanged  for  glafs 
beads,  and  other  baubles  of  as  little  value.  This  inno- 
vation has  not,  however,  made  the  Engliih  defert  a  place 
of  refreihment,  which  h^  no  other  inconvenience  than 
that  of  being  at  too  great  a  diftance  from  our  latitudes. 

A  SIMILAR  inconvenience  did  not  prevent  the  Englilh  TheEngllft 
company  from  extending  their  trade  very  confiderably.  J^"^^ 
The  intercourfe  carried  on  between  one  port  of  India  and  country 
another  was  too  confined,  and  of  too  little  confequence,  to  y^te^^caT 
engage  their  attention  for  any  long  time.    They  were  taien. 
foon  fufficiently  enlightened  to  perceive  that  it  was  not  for 
their  intereft  to  continue  this  kind  of  commerce ;  and 
therefore  invited  the  private  traders  of  their  own  nation  to 
embark  in  it.    They  lent  them  their  afliftance,  by  taking 
9  ibare  in  th^ir  expeditions,  and  granting  them  privileges 

on 
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BOOK  on  board  their  own  fleets,  -and  frequently  even  undertook 
to  be  the  carriers  of  their  merchiCn'dife  at  alow  firfeight. 
This  generous  behaviour  rcfulting  from  a  national  fjririt,  I 

and  fo  diametrically  oppofite  to  th^t  of  other  com^^aiiies^ 
quickly  gave  affivity,  ftrength,  and  credit,  to  the  Engtiih  i- 

fettlements.    Their  free  merchants  werefoon  in  poffiffioh  ^     I 

of  a  dozen  brigantines,  that  were  employed  within 'the 
Ganges,  or  were  dilpatchcd  from  thence  to  Acham,'  K^da, 
Johor  and  Ligor.  They  fitted  dut  an  equal  number'of 
laj^ej  vefTels  from  Calcutta,  Madrafs,  and  BombayV which 
frequented  all  the  fea- ports  in  the  eaft.  Thefe  vefTels 
would  have  been  flill  more  numerous,  had  not  the  com- 
pany exa^^ed  a  duty  of  five  per  cent.  In  all  the  places  where 
they  had  fettlements,  and  eight  and  a  half  per  cent,  upon 
all  the  remittances  made  by  the  free  merchants  to  the 
capital.  When  their  neceflities  did  not  compel  them  to 
recede  from  this  unaccountable  arrangement,  thefe  ttier- 
chants  lent  their*  money  upon  bottomry,  fometimes  t5 
other  European  merchants  that  wanted  it,  but  moft  fre- 
quently  to  the  captains  of  fhlps  belonging  to  theh-  own 
nation,  who,  not  being  fh-iftly  dependent  upon  the  com^ 
pany,  can  traffic  for  others  in  the  voyages  they  make  for 
them.  .       *    ' 

Tliecompa-       ^"^  ^^^  ^^^  "^^  ^^^s  great  body  was  ambitious  of  main^ 
ny  judge  it    taining  a  maritime  force.     This  was  quite  laid  afide  whea 

improper  to  , 

kcei>upthcir  it  rcfumcd  its  operations  in  the  time  of  the  ProtcAbi*.  ' 
f^^^    '    Having  nothing  thfen  in  view  but  profit,  they  rfefolved  to 
embark  their  goods  on  private  bottoms ;  and  whit  was* 
then  done  through  necefTity,   has  flnce  been  cotttitiu^ 
through  ceconomy.     There  arc  rtrerchants  who  furrilfli  ' 
them  with   fhips,   completely  rigged   and  viftuallcd,  ^o 
carry  out  to  India,  and  bring  back  to  Europe^  feth  -t  ' 
number  of  tons  as  they  contraft  for.     The  time  ^itf  'ate 
to  flay  at  the  place  of  their  deflination  is  always  fi^cd. 
Thofe  which  happen  to  have  no  cargo  to  bring  back,  ire 
ufiially  hired  by  fome  free  merchant,  who  engages  to  ih- 

•  dciiuxify  • 
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damnify  the  owner,    Thefe  are  alvvay^  the  firft  fent  home  B  O  O  IC 
the  fqllpwing  yeair,  toprevent  their  riggliig from  beiog  too 
m]ic\),  worn*    In  cai(^s,of  neceffity  the  company  will  equip 
tbeojVrPU^.Pf  their  ow^  ilorehoufes  i  but  they  oblige  them 
tQ,pAy,,aj^  thp.ftipulated  rate  of  fifty,  per  cent,  advance  oa 

Titjf  v^c,^  eraploypd  in  this  navigation  carry  from  fix 
t9,ei|;}i(  hundred  tons  burden.  At  their  departure  the 
company  occupy  juft  fo  much  room  as  is  fufficient  to  hold 
their  ii'o.R,  their  lead,  their  copper^  their  woollens,  and 
Madeira  wine,  which  are  the  only  merchandife  they  fei^d 
to  India.  The  owners  are  allowed  to  ftore  the  re- 
maining part  of  each  yefTel  with  the  proviHons  peceflaiy 
for  fo  long  a  voyage,  and  any  other  articles  which  the 
focietjf  they  are  concer^ied  for  do  not  trade  in.  .  On  their 
xeturo>  they  hav^  llkewife  a  right  to  aifign  to  any  ufe  they 
tl^k  proper  a  fpace  equal  to  thirty  tons,  which,  by  their 

contrail,  is  referved  to  themfelves :  they  may  even  talce 
^  *  » 

in  the  fame  articles  as  are  embarked  for  the  company. 
Tilllately  they  ufed  to  pay  the  company  thirty  per  cent, 
on  the  value  of  thefe  commodities;  but.  fiiice  the  21ft.  of 
O&ober  1773,  this  duty  has  been  reduced  to  one-half. 
It  ,wa^  thought  that  this  indulgence .  would  difpofe  the 
ownor^  and  their  agents  more  pun£lually  to  fulfil  their 
eng^gejpei^ts,  and  would  put  it  flop  to  fraudulent  impor-. 
tatiops.  The  fpirit  pf  humanity,  which  is  more  common 
in  free  flutes  than  in  others,  has  in  England  given  rife  to  'a 
vei:y  99^unendab]le  cuflom :  the  furgeon  of  each  fhip  that 
arrives  from  India  receives,  befides  his  pay,,  twenty-two 
liv^s,  ^eii.ibls «,  by- way  of  gratuity  for  every  man  in  the 
fl^p'$»  company  thatjie  brings  back  to  Europe. 

TiiRCOfnpaiiy,  dafengaged  from^  the  trpjtible  necef&rily  Capttjlof 
attending  .the  maintenance  of  a  marine^  a$  well  as  from  1^.^°^* 
the  country  .trade  in  India«  had  no  other  objed  to  take 
up  their  attention  than  the  commerce  carried  on  diredly 
between  JBufDpe  and  Afia.    They  entered  upon  it  with  a 

capital 
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BOOK  capital  of  8,322,547  livres  lofoli*;  and,  in  1676,  haif^ 
ing,  by  fortunate  events,  been  enabled  to  make  a  divifion 
of  cent,  per  cent,  they  thought  it  moft  for  their  interefl  to 
double  their  capital.  This  capital  ftill  kept  increafing,  till 
in  1702  the  two  companies  that  had  fo  obftinately  oppofed 
each  other^  threw  their  wealth,  their  plans,  and  their 
hopes,  into  one  common  ftock.  It  has  fince  rifen  to 
feventy-two  millions  ^.  divided  into  ihares>  originally  of 
iyiZ5S  sind  afterwards  of  2,250  livres  <^. 
latent  of  Trb  trade  was,  in  the  beginnings  carried  on  with  great 
^*^^^P*"  fpirit  and  fuccefs,  notwithftanding  the  finallncfs  of  their 
ftock.  As  early  as  the  year  1628^  the  company  employed 
twelve-  thoufand  tons  of  fhipping^  and  four  thorufand  fea- 
men.  Their  expeditions  varied  in  an  inconceivable  man- 
ner ;  and  were  more  or  lefs  confiderable,  accordlngto  the 

* 

ignorance  or  capacity  of  thofe  who  condu^d  thehi ;  the 
different  dates  of  peace  or  war,  the  profperity  or  misfor^ 
tunes  of  the  metropolis,  the  fondnefs  or  indififerente  of 
the  Europeans  for  Indian  manufadures ;  and  the  different 
degrees  of  competition  they  met  with  from  other  nations* 
Since  the  beginning  of  the  prefeht  century,  thele  changes 
have  been  neither  fo  frequent,  nor  (b  remarkable.  The 
>  trade  has  been  eflablifhed  upon  a  more  folid  bads,  and 
the  fales  have  rifen  to  feventy- eight  millions  •. 

Their  amount  would  have  been  ftiU  greater,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  reftraints  that  are  lajd  upon  them.  TO 
enter  into  a  detail  of  thefe  would  be  too  long  and  too  mi- 
nute a  tafk.  It  will  be  fufficient  to  mention,  that  every 
Ihip  returning  from  India  is  obliged  to  unlade  in  England, 
and  that  thofe  which  bring  prohibited  goods  are  compelled 
to  land  them  at  the  port  of  London.  The  cottons  tod 
fluffs  that  come  frdm  thefe  countries  pay  very  high  dirties; 
thofe  levied  upon  tea  are  ftill  higher.  If  the  government 
hoped,  by  laying  on  fo  enormous  a  tax,  to  abate  theex* 

^  *  Kot  %uiie  100 1*  *  Above  3;430ocol« 

ceflive 
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teflive  fondnefs  of  the  people  for  this  liquor,  its  cxpeda-  BOOK 
tions  have  not  been  anfwered.  ^ 

TsA  was  introduced  into  England  by  the  Lords  Ailing^ 
ton  and  Offory,  who  imported  it  from  HoUand  in  1666, 
And  their  ladies  brought  it  into  fafliion  among  people  of 
theit-  own  rank.   At  that  time  it  fold  in  London  for  dxty* 
Teven  or  fixty-eiglrt  livres  ^  a  pound*  though  it  coft  but 
threis  or  four  at  Batavia.    Notwithftanding  the  price  was 
Icept  up  with  very  little  variation*  the  fondnefs  for  this 
liquor  gained  ground;  it  was  not,  however,  brought  into 
common  ufe  till  towards  the  year  17I5>  when  gre.en  tea 
1>egan  to  be  drank,  whereas  till  then  no  fort  was  known 
but  the  bohea*    The  fondnefs  for  this  AHatic  leaf  has  Gnce 
become  univerfal.   Perhaps,  the  phrenzy  is  not  without  its 
inconveniencies ;  but  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  it  has  con^ 
.  tributed  more  to  the  fobricty  of  the  nation  than  the  fevereft 
laws,  the  moil  eloquent  harangues  of  chridian  orators, 
<>r  the  beft  treatifes  of  morality. 

Ik  1766  fix  millions  of  pounds  of  tea  were  brought  from 

China' by  the  Engliih,  four  millions  five  hundred  thoufand 

by  the  Dutch,  two  millions  four  hundred  thoufand  by  the 

Swedes,  the  fame  quantity  by  the  Danes,  and  two  millions 

one  hundred  thoiifand '  by  the  French,    The  fum  total 

of  thefe  quantities  amounts  to  feventeen  millions  four  hun« 

dred  thoufand  pounds.    The  preference  given  by  moil 

nations  t6  chocolate,  coffee,  and  other  liquors,  joined  to 

a  feries  of  obfervations  carefully  purfued  for  ievcral  years, 

and  the  moil  exa^  calculations,  that  can  poifibly  be  made 

in  fuch  complicated  cafes,  inclines  us  to  think  that  the 

whole  confumption  throughout  Europe  does  not  exceed 

five  millions  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds.    In  this  cafe, 

Uiat  of  Great  Britain  muil  be  twelve  millions.    . 

It  is  univerfally  allowed,  that  there  are  at  Icail  two 
millions  in  the  mother  country,  and  a  million  in  the  colo- 
nies, who  conilantly  drink -tea.   -It  is  not  unrsafonable 

g  About  jL 


8fi    \  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADK 

*  9^  ^  to  fuppofe»  that  each  individual  confumes  four  pounds  iii 
a  year ;  but  ihould  the  quantity  be  fomcthing  left,  the 
deficiency  is  fupplied  by  thofe  who  arc  lefs  attached  to  it, 
and  for  this  reafon  have  not  been  taken  into  the  accounj* 
A  pound  of  tea,  which  coils  only  thirty  foh  *  in  the  Eaft^ 
conibhtly  fells  in  England  for  6x  livres  ten  fols  \  in- 
cluding the  duty ;  confequently  the  rage  for  this  Afiatic 
leaf  colts  the  nation  about  feventy-two  millions  *^* 

To  oppofe  the  entries  of  the  cuftom-houfe  to  this  com- 
putation  would  argue  either  ignorance  or  artifice.  It  is 
true  that  the  amount  of  the  duties,  which,  according  to 
this  calculation,  ought  to  be  about  18,000^000  livres^,  is 
hardly  half  fo  much ;  but  the  contraband  trade  in  this 
commodity  carried  on  in  England  is  notorious^  The 
government  itfelf  is  fo  thoroughly  convinced  of  it,  that, 
in  order  to  lefleh  it,  it  has  lately  towered  the  duty  twenty 
JTols  ^  a  pound.  In  all  probability  it  would  have  been  ftui 
snore  generous,  had  it  not  unfortunately  been  under  the 
neceflity  of  confidering  its  cuftoms  as  a  refource  of  finance^ 

rather  than  as  the  .thermoiheter  of  its  commerc<$.     ^hb 

'    .  •      '        '  ■         . .   »  '  tt        ..... 

relaxation,  which  of  itfelf  is  not  fufncidnt  to  prievent  the 
teas  in  the  different  ports  of  Europe  from  being  fmuggled 
into  Great  Britain,  has  been  rendered  more  efficacious  liy 
the  national  acquifition  of  the  tile  of  Man»  which  belonged 
to  the  Athol  family* 

Though  nnoft  branches  of  the  public  tevenue  have  been 
increafed  by  an  arrangement,  which  deprived  the  illicit 
trader  of  his  moft  convenient  market,  the  Indiisi  Company 
have  been  particularly  benefited  by  it.  As  their  coiximb-> 
dities  were  iubje&ed  to  higher  duties  than  any  others,  the 
clandefline  importation  of  them  was  more  common,  and 
was  principally  carried  on  by  the-  Ifle  of  Man,  whicb  i^ 
Admirably  fituated  to  receive  vefTels  firom  the  N6rtfi.  liejt 
was  the  favburite  objeft  of  this  contraband  irade.    The 

*  AboQt  tt.  4^*'  ^  Hear  fix  (hlllHigs*  <  AboQt  3,T50,c]b6l« 
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Bnglifh  company  will  not  fail/b  future^  to  ptovide  ^$  B  6  O  K. 
much  ftock  as  may  anfw^r  thdr  deinands,  and  to  feciire 
to  themfelves  the  advantages  which  their  rivals  tavilhed 
ft*om  them  within  the  limits  of  their  own  empire. 

Th8  teas  and  Other  merchatsdife  that  arrive'  from  India 
are  paid  for  in  money.  Th6  gpverhment  which  is 
not  ignorant  of  thiAy  has  limited  the  exportation  of  fpecie 
to  6,750,600  llfres  *.  This  unaccountable  rcftridUon,  fo. 
imwofthy  a  commercial  people,  neither  has  been  or  can 
be  Carried  into  execution.  The  fums  regiflered  are  always 
much  higher,  but  this  indulg^ncb  does  not  prevent  con- 
fiderable  fiims  being  clandsftinefy  £aMed  dbroaci  witHgut 
the  knowledge  of  the  cuftoiai-houfe  officers,  Thefe  frau- 
dulent pradices  haVe  ihcreafed  in  proportion  as  th^  trad^ 
Iras  become  tnore  extfcnfiV^e ;  %ni  the  nioney'fent  out  of 
the  kingdom^  has  been  long  computed  at  one  third  of  the 
pVdfit  arifing  frotti  the  fales. 

•  This  exportation  of  fpecie  would  have  been  more  con* 
iitlerable  if  the  company  had  adhered  to  that  article  in 
their  charter,  by  which  it  is  provided,  that  they  ihall  exr 
port  in  Aierchandife  of  th«ir  6,wn  nation,,  t^e  value  of 
the  tenth  part  of .  What  they  take  in  money  upon  theii^ 
veffisis.  Thisy  have  co&iilantly  n^ade  a  charge  for  much 
greattF  fums  in  brafs,  lead,  and  Englifh  cloths,  without 
reckoning  the  proRts  made  in  India  upon  iron  from  Swedea 
ahd'Blfcay,  and  other  articles  t^ken  from  feveral  countries 
oT  Europe. 

Th  e  I  a  advocates,  in  order  to  reinftate  them  in  the  good 
opinion  of  the  public,  which  they  have  but  feldom  en- 
joye(),  have  frequently  afferted,  that  this  body  occafioned 
a»  much  .iponey  to^  brought  into«the  country,  as  they 
carried  out  of  h«  This  plea  caufed  fuch  a  warm  alter«t 
ciition  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  that  the 
gOirernment  thought  the  queftion  not  unworthy  of  its  at* 

AboMt  a95,ooal. 
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BOOK  tentioD.    It  was  fouad  bjr  confuUJng  the  regLftcrs,  .thaff 
from  the  end  of  December  1712  to  the  end  of  Deceo^ber' 

^717^  5M^^-937  ^^^^^  1^  ^^^^*  ^^  beoaejy)ortedtoJ[ndia* 

from  all  cffcumftaaces  it  appeard,  that  the  caih  c\axide£* 

tinely.  carried  out  aibouhted»  at  leafty  Ibq  one  half;  aAd 

that  confequently,  there  could  beSsO  miftake  m  eftimatiug 

the  amount  of  both  th^  fums  at  78>844,566iiirres  5  fqls^w 

The  films  remitted  hon^  by  the  company ><  in  the  fame 

^aceoftimcy  amounted  to  7514058^391  livres  j  ibls^^.  Thus, 

&ppo(ing  thefe  c^ctilatip]»  to  be  juft*  the.confumption  of 

the  Afiatic  produdions  in  England  for  fire  years,  ihould 

not  have  rifenfo  high  as  3,786,165  livres^'i,  but  there  is 

reafon  to  believe  that  it  rofe  muck  higher ;  and  that  a 

great  deal  of  mtrchandife,  apparently  fol4  ta  for^gners^ 

never  ftirred  oikt  of  tj^  kingdom.   The  partiality  that  has 

tately  prevailed  in  favour  of  Scotch  andjj^ifli  tineas,  printecf 

in. England,  and. the  encreafe  Of  the.filk  manu&6lure,  by 

leflenipg  tjie  demand  for  contraband  good^,  inuft  of  ne- 

e'effity  render  the  commerce  of  the  Eaft  more  advan^geous' 

to  the  nation.    B^^  the  year  1720^  Great  Britain  annu^ 

ally  confumed  three  millions  feven  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 

fkpd  yards  of  IikHa  cottons  s  but  this  coafumptioa  ia 

greatly  diminifbed.    . 

l^rrij^ndiof    -  It  i^s^not  t^be  fuppofi^,  that  any  chan^^  coUidhja^peir 

tor*/^''^"*^"  in  the  relative  ffate  of  the  Indian  trade  with  the  govern* 

r^ent  in  general,-  without  producing  ibme  alterations  in 

the  private  fortunes  of  the  proprietors.     Their  profita 

have,  at  certain  periods,  been  enormous ;  »t  others,  very 

flcndef.    The  (bares  have  been  regtdated  in  conformity 

to  thefe  variatio/^s.    The  dividend,   ^hicb,  for  a  lon^^ 

time,  had  been  no  more  than  feven  per  cenfi«  wai^  inf> 

1743,  raifed  to  eight:.    It  was  afterwards  reduced  to  fiiE^ 

in  1766  it  rofe  to  ten,  and  fmcc  that  time  to  twelve  and! 

a  half.    This  Was  more  thaa  the  fituation  of  t;ht  fffpip^my 

•  2,299,6311  17*.  9<J-  i  *  3.449,4491 
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tould  afFord ;  fince,  it  this  period,  they  had  Kttfc  more  B  0  0  K 
{remaining  than  their  original  ca^taL  If  thn  be  the  cafe, 
how  has  it  happened' that  ib  flender  a  capital  Ihouldy  in 
the  ^hion  of  th^  pnbBe,  have  acqaired  the  ralSe  o'f 
jrSOfOoo^ooo  S  which  is  the  amoailt' according  to  the  price 
rftheftock? 

This  obj^£tioff  is  not  ahfwfcrable.  The  enthufiafm  ofthe 
fingliih  is  well  known,  li  has  repeatedly  been  Excited  by 
circanirtances  that  wo^ld  niot  have  made  the  leaft  imprefl 
fion  on  the  moft  volttile  and  trifling  people.  Aii  impor- 
tanteVent  ha*  foreibly  drawn  the  iWibte' iiation  tnto  its 
Yottcx.  They  hafve  abandoned  thwdfeltei  wlth'^itll^the 
impetnofity  of 'their  efair4aer/t<y  the  ttdTt  j>rol]^as  iSat 
have  httn  optrii^  to  th%m  by  thtiate  6dhqueft  of  Betigal. 

Should  it   be  afted;' if  "ttnb  aftonifliing  revolutibny  Conqueft  of 
Which  has  had  fo  feh4bk  in  influetie*;  bbfh  npon^  itlie  Advantages 
ftate  of  the  ihhabitants  of  this  part  of'AiiiT,   afrd  upon  drawn  by 
The  trid*  of  the  fiuropean  iiationi*in  thefe  clStnates,  hath  from  ih?s* 
been  the  confeqtxence  and  refiilt  'of  a  feries  of  political  •cquifitioi^ 
rchemes  ?— If  it  be  xyne  of  thofe  'events,  6f  which  prudence  dua  th^ 
lias  a  right  to  daitti  the  fol^  merit?  We  fhall  anfwer;  Nb.  ^*obfcmS^ 
Chance  alone  has  determined  it :   and  the  circumftances 
that  have  opened  this-field  of  glory  andpOwer  to  the  En^. 
iifli,  far  from  prooiiiing  them  the  fuccefs  thqr  have  had^ 
feemed  on  the  contrary  to  threaten  them  with  the^  mod 
fatal  reverfe  of  fortune. 

A  psaHicious  cuilom  had  for  feme  time  prevailed  in 
thefe  countries.  The  goVernok^  of  all  the  European  fet- 
tlements  took  upon  them  to  grant  an  afylum  to  fuch  of 
the  natires  of  the  country  as  were  afraid  of  oppreffion  or 
puniflim^nt.  As  they  received  vyy  confiderable  fums  in 
return  fer  ttteir  prote^iion,  they  overlooked  the  danger, 
to  which  the  ihterefh  of  their  principals  were  expofed  by 
this  proceedings  One  ofthe  chief  officers  of  Bengal,  who 
*%«$  apprized  of  this  refource,  took  refuge  among  thi 

*  AboQt  i2>»50,oooIk 
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^  S,?  ^  Eiigliflt  at  JCalcutta  to  avoid  the  puQiJ(tunent  due  to  his 
treacl\ery.  He  was  taken  un^cr  their, grotedion.  The 
fubah,  jufUy  irritated^  ^ut  himfelf  at  the  h^ad  of  his 
array ^  attacked  the  p^ce^.  and  took  it.  He  put  the  gar* 
rifon  into  a  clofe  du&g^ii|,  where  they  y/cr^  fu£Focated  in 
the  fpace  of  twelve  hours.  Three  and  twenty  of  them 
only  renoained  alive. '  Thefe  wretched  people  offered  large 
fums  to  the  keeper  of  thqr  prifon,  to  prevail  upon  him  to 
get  their  deplorable  fituation;  reprefented  to  the  pj^ice. 
Their  cries  and  lamentations  were  fufHcient  infornuitioat 
to  the  people  wlio  were  touched  ^ith  compaffion  i  but  no 
one  would  venture  to  addr^fs  the  defpotic  mouarbh  upon 
the.  fubje£l.  ,  The  cxpir^ig  Engliih  wer^  tpld.  that  he  was 
aflecp ;  and  there  was  npt^  perhaps,  a  /ingle  perfon  in 
Bengal  who  thought  that  the  tyrant's  (lumbers  fhould  be 
interrupted,  even  to  preferve  the  lives  of  one  hundred 
and  £i;'ty  unfortunate  men. 

Ao.yiRAL  VVatfon,  who  was  juft  arrived  in  India  with 
his  fquadron,  and  Colonel  Clive  who  had  fo  remarkably 
difiin^uiilied  himfelf  in  the  war  of  the  Carnatic,  did  not 
hefitate  to  revenge  the  ca\ife  of  their  country.  They  got 
togetlier  the  Engliih  who  had  been  difperfed^  and  were 
flyiug  frcixi  place  to  place,  they  went  up  the  Ganges  in 
the  month  of  December  1756,  retook  Calcutta,  made 
themfelves  maflers  of  feveral  other  pUces,  and  gained  a 
compleat  vidlory  over  the  fubah. 

Sue  11  a  rapid  and  extensive  fuccefs  becomes  in  a  manner 
inconceivable,  •  when  we  confider  that  it  Mjas  only  with  a 
body  of  five  hundred  men  that  the  English  were  to 
Aaad  againft  the  whole  force  of  B^^^L  £ut  if  their 
JTuperiority  was  partly  owing  to  their  Jbettcr  diicipline, 
and  to  other  evident  advanuges  that  ^he  Europeans  have 
jn  battle  over  the  Indian  powers ;  the  funhition  of  eaflera 
chiefs,  the  avarice  of  their  minifters,  anc}  the  nature  of  a 
government,  whofe  oijly  fpringstjire  fear  and  prefent  in- 
tereft,  were  of  ftill  more  efFc6\ual  fcrvice  to  them :  they 

had 
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had  experience  enough  to  take  advantage  of  the  concur-  B  O  O  K- 
rence  of  tliele  fevetal  cnrcumltances  in  their  Brft  attack, 
and  m  all  th^t  fuccecded"  it.  The  ftthah  became  detefted 
by  all  his  own  people',  as  fyratits  generally  are,  the  principal 
officers  fold '  their  intferefrt*  the  Engfiih;  he-was  Beh-ayed 
at  the  head  of  his  army,- the  greatcfft  part  of  whlch'reftife^ 
to  engage ;  ancf-h^  himfelFfWI'ihto'lKc hands  6f  his  ene* 
mics,  who  caufed  him  to  be  ftrangled  ih  prilbn. 

They  difpofed  of  ^he  fubahfhip  in  favour  of  Jaffier- 
Ally-Khan,the  ringleader  of  the'donrpifacy;  whodeded  to 
the  company  TOme  provinces' with  a  grant  of  every  privi- 
lege,  exemption  Sb8  favour,  to  wHlch'they  could  havi  any 
pretence.  But  foon  growing  weary  of  the  yoke  he  had 
brought  upon  himfelf,  he  was  fccretly  looking  out  for 
means  to  get  rid  of  it.  *  Hi^  difign^  were  difcovered,  an4 
he  was  arreftcd  in  the  center  of  Kis'oTi^n  capital. 

Cossim-Ally-Khan,  his  nephew,  was  proclaimed  in  his 
ftead.  He  had  purchafed  that  ttftirpation  with'  an  im- 
menfe  fum  of  mfeney.  But  he  did  not  enjoy  it  long. 
Impatient  of  the  yoke,  as  his  predeceffor  had  been,  he 
gave  fome  tokens  of  his  intraftability,  and  rcfufed  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  laws  the  company  impofed  upon  him.  Upon  this 
the  war  broke  ctet  again.  The  Tame  Jaffier- Ally-Khan, 
whom  the  Englife 'kept  a  priibner,  was  again  proclaimed 
fubah  of  Bengal.  They  marched  againftCoflim- Ally-Khan. 
His  general  officers  were  cornipted :  he  was  betrayed  and 
entirely  defeated :  too  happy,  that  w'hilft  he  loft  his  dig- 
nity, he  ftill  prefervcd  the  immenfe  treafures  he  had  amalTed. 

NoTwiTHSTAMDiwo  this  rcvolution,  Coffim- Ally  did  not 
drop  his  hopes  of  vengeance.  Full  of  refentment,  and 
loaded  with  Yreafure,  he  fet  out  ^for  the  nabob  of  Ba-^ 
narez,  chief  vifir  in  the  Mogul's  empire.  He  and  all 
the  neighbouring  princes  re-united  in  oppofition  to  the 
common  enemy,  who  thi^atened  them  all  equally.  But 
bow  the  conteft  lay  no  longer  between  them  and  a  hand* 
fvX  of  Europeans  juR  arrived'  fixim  the  coa(l  of  Coroman« 

Aaj  icli 
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B  O  O  K  del;  they  rtittt  %o  eatgagi  with  the  whole  ftrength  of  Bcn^ 
gel,  ^  whicit  the  Engliih  w^re  o^aflcr^  Elated  w^th  thekpi 
fucccj8b«  they  4i<i  s^^  waitto  be  attacked ;  thej  ftt  (mt  du 
i^tdS^and  oiadfbeadtagainft  fo  ^prmidablc  a  league,  march* 
tng  oa  v^ith  all  the  confidence  which  CUve  could  infpkex 
a  leaidert  n^ofe  naaneftemod  to  have  become  the  pledge 
of  conqneft.  Howev^,  Clire  did  not  ca^e  to  hazard  any 
thing.  Pait  of  the  oait^;>aign  was  fpent  in  aegociations  % 
\aic  in  tsme  the  tPBafniet  whic)i  the  EngUih  had  drawn 
from  Sen^alv  {sieved  to  eidiire  them  new  copqvefts.  Th^ 

■ 

4iead8  of  the  Indian  army  were  forrupledj  and  when 
tht  nabob  of  fienares  was  defirous  of  coming  to  adion,  he 
was  obliged  to  fly  ^ith  hii  men  without  ever  being  able 
to  ert^agt. 

-By  this  viAoiy,  the  oountry  of  Benares  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  BngUfli :  and  it  feeme^  as  if  nothing  C0Qi4 
binder  them  from  annexing  that  foveteignty  to  that  of 
^ngal :  but  cither  from  moderation  or  prudence,  thqr 
were  tMtent  tp  levy  eight  inilUons  by  contribution :  and 

sthey  offenfid  peace  torthe  nabob  on  conditions  whi^  would 
render  him  incapable  of  doit^  them  any  hurt ;  t)ut  Aich  as 
they  were,  he  moft  readily  agreed  to  them,  thaft  he  ought 
regsun  the  pofieflion  of  his  own  provinoes* 

In  the  midfl  of  thefe  calamities,  Coffim-AUy  (ttU  fbun^ 
means  to  preferye  part  of  hia  t<aeafiaes»  and  retired  to  the 
Cheykst  a  people  fituated  in  the  neigh)iouchood  of  Delhi, 
from  whence  he  made  an  attempt  to  propime  fome  allies, 
and  to  raife  upa  t>ody  of  etiemies  to  oppo&.lhe  Engliflu 

While  matters  were  thus  circumAa«9Bd  ii^Sengal,  the 
^ogul  having  been  driven  out  of  Delhi  by  the  Pattans^ 
by.whoni  his  fon  ha^  l:^en  fet  up  in- hit  roofUy  was  waa*. 
during  from  one  province  to  another  in  fearoli  of  a  place 

^  of  refugein  his  own  territories*  and  requefting (iiccour  from 
his  own  vaflals  but  withouf  fuccefs.  Abandoned  by  his  fub^ 

.je^;  betrayed  by  his  alUes,  without  fupport*  without 
SLziy  army  |   he  was  allured  by  the  powpr  of  the  Eng^ 

I  Uih, 
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Hfllp  and  implored  their  ^roteAioA^  thf  y  prpmUed  to  con- 
dud  him  to  DeUu»  Md  re-eftab^(h  him  oi^bU  xhroA^; 
but  thej  began  by  caufing  him  to  cede  to  then^  ]!iefci:e«> 
hand  the  abfolute  ibvereignty  over  JtengaU  Thia  ceflion 
was  made  by  an  attthehtk  aA»  and  attended  with  all  the 
^rmalitles  ufually  praftifed  throughout  the  Mogul  es^re. 

The  Englifh,  fecurely  poffefled  itflhis. title,  which  tva^ 
to  give  a  kind  of  legitimacy  to  their  nfiirpation,  atUaft 
in  the  eyes  of.  the  vidgar,  f6on  forgat  the  promifea  they 
had  made.  .•  They -- gave  the  Mogul  to  Hnderflaad  that 
particular  circvinftances  would  not  Ai&r  them  to^  be  con« 
cerned  in  -fucfa  ait  coterprize ;  that  fimie  better  opportu** 
ility  was  to  he  hoped  for ;  and  to  make  up  for  all  bis  lolTes, 
they  ailigned  him  a  peniion  of  fix  millions  «  with  the  re* 
venue  of  lUahabad,  and  Shah  IchaAfibad  or  Delhi ;  upon 
which  that  unfortunate  prince  was.  reduced  lo  Aibfift 
himfelf  in  one  ^f  the  principal  towns  of  the  province  of 
Banarez*  where  he  has  taken  up  hia  refidenoe^  Thus  the 
Mogul  empire  comes  to  be  Ihared  between  two  governing 
powers,  one  which  is  acknowledged  in  the  fevend  diftri^ 
of  India,  where  the  Englifli  company  has  any  eilablifh'- 
ments  arid  authority,  the  other  in  fuch  provinces  as  bor- 
der on  Delhi,  and  in  thofe  parts  to  which  the  influence  of 
thtft  company  docs  not  extend. 

Thb  Engliihy^  thus  become  fovereigna  of  Bengal,  have 
thought  It  incnmbetit  oq  them  to  keep  up  the  ihadow  of 
Ancient  foniii#  ill  a  country  where  they  have  the  lead, 
and,  perhaps,  the  only  power  that  is  likely  to  be  fecure  and 
'  tailing.  Thef  govern  the  kingdom  ftill  uiider  the  nanie 
of  a  nabob,  who  U  of  their  nomination  and  in  their  pay, 
and  leems  to  give  ikys  orders.  It  is  firc^  him  that  all  pub-* 
lie  ate  feem  to  proceed  and  iffiie,  though  the  decrees  in 
faft  of  the  coaiH:il  at  Calcutta';  b  that  the  people,  not« 
-withflanding  their  change  of  mailers,  have  for  a  confider« 
-  able  time  been  induced  to  believe,  that  they  ftill  fiibn^ttcd 
but  to  the  fame  yoke. 

•  262,500  L 
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If  we  fljould  wilh  to  knQW  th^  aoaouot  of  the  public  rdr 
venues  of  Bejagal,  we  jQiall  fiqd  at  the  period  of  the  coivr 
quefl»  it  was  equal  to  fo^rfcof e  millions  ^.,  The  outgpingSjp 
either  for  the  ffovernment^  or  defence  of  the  province, 
were  ft^t^d  ^t  41  millions  ^  j^fix  inillions  *^  wer^  agreed  to 
be  given  to  the  Mogul,  and  three  millions  ^  to  the  nabob  ; 
lb  that  the  remainder  to  the  company  was  thirty  millions  e. 
Their  purchafes  in  the  different  marts  of  India  might  abr 
forb  a  great  part  of  this  fum,  but  ftill  it  has  been  thought 
there  muft  after  all  remain  a  furplus  of  f^^veral  millioai 

to  be  carried  into  Great  Britain, 

•   •  • .  » 

This  new  ai'rangement  of  matters  witl^out  Uayin^ 
.wrought  any  fenflble  char^ge  in  the  exterior  form  of 
the  £ngliih  company,  has  eiTentially  changed  their  objeA. 
They  are  no  longer  a  trading  body^  they  are  a  territor|a.l 
power  whiph  farms  out  its  revenue^  in  aid  p/  9  con^merce 
that  formerly  was  their  fole  exiflence,  ^nd  which^  notwith- 
Aanding.  the  ext^nilon  it  has  received,.  19  no  mpre  than 
an  additional  objed  ^n  the  various  oombinatiops  of.  their 
prefent  real  grandeur.  The  arrangements  intended  to 
|;ive  {lability  to  a  dtuation  fo  profpero.us  ^re,  perhapst  the 
moil  reafonable  that  can  be.  England  b^s  at  prefe^it  i|i 
India  an  eflabllflimcnt  to  the  an^oiint  pf  oine.  thousand 
eight  hundred  European  troops,  and  fifty-four  thoufend 
flpahis  ^ell  arm^d  and  well  difciplincd,  Three  tl^oufand 
of  tbefe  Europeans,  anfl  twenty-five  t^jiQufand  fipahis.  a^^ 
difperfjpd  along  the  borders  of  the  Ganges, 

Th£  moi^  confiderable  body  of  th^fe  'trc^qps  has  been 
flatione;d  in  Benares,  once  the  nutk  of  Indian  icience, 
and  flill  the  moil  famous  academy  of  (hefe  rich  countries, 
where  Eqropean  avarice  pays  no  regard  tp  s^ny  thing. 
This  fifuation  is  cho/en  becauft  it  appear^. favourable 
for  flopping  the  defcent  of  the  warlike  n^ountaiqeers  of 
the  north ;  and  in  cafe  of  attack,  the  miaintaining  pf  a  W8\r 

^  2^a,50oi.  *  '131,1501  «  I»3X2;50Q I. 
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}ii  a  foreigQ  territory  would  b6le6'ruinon9-than  in  the  BOOK 
pountries  of  which  the  company  is  to  receive  the  revenues. 
On  the  ibuth,  as  far  as  it  has  been  fonod  praAieable,  they 
have  occupied  all  'the  narrow  paffes  fay  which  an  enter? 
prizing  and  •  a^e  ^dverfary  might  attempt  to  penetrate 
fnto  the  pfovinc^.  Dacca,  which  is  in  the  center  of  it^ 
fees  under  its  walls  a  confiderable  force  always  ready  to 
fiy  wherever  their  prefence  ipay  be  neceflary.  All  th^ 
nabobs  and  rf^jahs,  who  aj-e  dependent  on  the  fubah  of 
Bengal  are  difarmed,  furromidcd  by  fpies  in  order  to  dif- 
pover  their  ponfpiracies^  and  by  troops  to  render  them 
pefFefhral.     . 

In  cafe  of  any  unlucky  retolution  which  might  oblige 
the  vi£torious  power:  to  change  its  quarters,  and  abandon 
fts  pofts,  theyrhave  confimfted  a  fort  near  Calcotta/calkd 
Fort  WiUiam,  which»  in  cafe  of  urgent  necelfity,'  would 
f^rre  as  a  pla^ie  of  refuge  for  the  army,  ihould  they  be 
fojiced  to  fH9e^t,  and  give  time  to  exped  the  neeelTary 
l-einforpementf  -for  tho  rebovery  of  their  fup^riotity. 
This  fort  ii  a>regular  oAagon  with  eight  baftions,  feveral 
l^ounter-guards^  and -femehalf  moons  already  begun  with* 
put  a  glacis,  or.  covered  way.  The  ditch  of  this  ibrt  may 
be  about  one  hundred'and  fix^  feet  broad,  its  depth  yearly 
l^ighteein  On  the  fide  of  the  Ganges,  the  place  is  leaft 
ftrong,  and  thecuirtains  are  covered  only  with  redaxt^  over 
which  there  is  a  double  battery  raifed  on  piles*  The 
principal  inconvenieiice  of  this  citadel,  whofe  conftruc- 
tion  coft  twenty  millions  s  is,  that  it  does  not  ierve  to 
prote^  Calcutta,  which  is  ndw  become  the  city  of  the 
greateft  imporunce  in  India,  whofe  people  amount  to  fix 
hundred  thou&od  i^s,  and  has  prodigious  riobes  cen- 
tered within  her  walls,  and  by  a  variety  of  circumftances 
^s  now  become  the  theatre  of  a  moft  extenfive  commerce : 
Jt.muft.neceiTsyrily  be  that  wholefomenefs  of  the  air,  and 
the  advantage  of  a  very  fortunate  pofition  has  prevailed 
over  evf ry  pthcy  cpnfideration. 

■  875,000  !• 
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-y  o  o  K  NoTwiTHtTAHDiNa  thewtieprcct«tiOfi»tftken  b^  thd 
Engliih,  Aof  ace  not*  twl  eMO^t  be,  withMit  fiq^fnreheitt 
films*  IThs  iAapd  powor  mt^  ^ia  ftcengtk,  pud  w&  t6 
^ci»  one  4>f  itt  fittcft  proi^ttote  out  of  tite  faivitls  «f  «  fo^ 
rttgn  oppit^or*  They  baJie  ■  redbn  to*  fear  tb«t  tke  ban- 
iMiross  aatioAi  may  be  a^ftui  lalhi#ed  by  the  Mtneft  of 
the  elimatfk  >The  prinoea  ti9«r  at  variance  amy,  perhaps^ 
put  an  end  to  tbeir  contefts,  and  re-uaite  in  fayottr  <>f  thahr 
coAnoa  Ubetty*  *  It.  if  notimpollibie  but  tbe  iadknsv 
.vbo  anc  Ui  the  pay  of  tbe  viaorimis  Kmgtifli^  and  aflually 
sociititota  tketr  ^aixe,  nvly  ona  day 'turn  vpen  ffbemthoft 
arms  of  which  they  hare  been  UMj^  the  ufe.  The  gram- 
deurof  the  laompany,  founded'  Ibbly  dbdeluAon>  may, 
perhqMi  owtMer  away  iridj^oi^t  ibcirMnf  adually  driven 
fr<>m  what  they  peflefs.  -  It  is  wieli  blown  that  the  Mas 
raitaa  havia;  th«ir  eye$  eonti^uilly  (iinied  towarda  tibis  fee 
iCpuotry)  aii4^  ai«  conftantly  threattniftg  it  witit  invaflom 
Unleft  Ih^  Ea^(h  are  %ae&fid  ei|OQ^h»  aMier  by  br). 
bery,  or  ifUxigue^  to  divert  the  A'orm,  Bengal  wUlbe  the 
pbjei9:  o£  pUliige  aod  tapine^  a^hatever  meafurea  may  be 
taken  to  oppofe  a  light  cavalry^  wfaofe  alercneft  exceed 
every  thing  we  can  f^y  of  it.  The  incurfiena  of  thefe 
ravagers  may  be  loepeated ; -atid  ihfin  tfaajrvoU  haine  lefs 
tribute  to  pay^  bi^  their  expenee :  mmft  be  increafed* 
Supping,  Jy^wever^  t^tnoaer^of  the  jnifchieft  wft  have 
ventured  to  foreiee.  fbould  take  pko^  it  it  likely  that  thfe 
revenues  of  Bengal  Aouid  yways;eQntttiue  tb^fatnei  Ws 
muft  have  ic^ave .  to  d^ubt  it. . :  The  Bog^  company  no 
longer  exports  any  ^tr,  -but  even  carriet  away  ibitio  far 
the  ofe  of  their  ia^ories.  Their  mereha&ts  ageiit'a  niake 
immenih  fortunes^  and  9^^  prhrate  peribnafaHraioIerabf^ 
4^ompecenee»  which  they  ^aepair  to  the  capital  to  eig'oy. 
The  other  £uf opean  oafioiis  finA  in  the  treafum  of  this 
ruling  powers  accorotnodatioof  whkh  make  tt  lUmeceflaTy 
to  iacroduce  new  j>tdli^n^  Muft  not :  all  theft  eood^ina. 
.  tiofM  ferve  to  \)nng  about  ^  blank  in  the  reckoning  of 

'  '  tbofc 
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^oft  totuitllet^HUid  fuch  as  will  fcKMierortettfr  forc«  it&tf  book 

to  be  kit  in  thei^itkiog' u^of  tlM  pubUciMreotft^L? 

.    That petM  ni^ht  beat  {omt^^^BtsniQ^t^iaiM^,  if  the 

BnglUi  ra^Aiagthe  Hgbu  af.  bunubity  were  to  ei4 

tiiofe  coimtrie»-iof  4lie  ^prefton  under  wthichtbey  have 

continiied  to  groaii  inr.  famaay  ages*    Then  .Cal^utot; 

&r  from  benig  ui  tibjeft  of  terror  tptbe  Indians,  would 

be  rendered  a  tribuai^' always  open  to  the  oompUdnffi  of 

* 

tboft  unhappy  fuffiM*eri  whom  tyranny  fliould  dare  to  BU»r 
^eft.  Property  woi^  gn>w  mto  vofpeGt,  fo  tha/c  the  treas. 
Jure  which  has  beea^  buiicd  fo  losg  .would  be  dr&wn  out 
of  the  bowels  of  the  eanh,  and  fulfil  its  deftined  purpofe, 
Agricidtnie .  ami'  minufaftuints-  be  encouraged  toiucfaa 
degree^  thut  tiie  ob^fta  of  export  would  bbcosae  Amn  dbf 
to  daj  mote  oonfideraMe^  and  the  coiupaliy  4)y  faHowing 
fiich  siajdflir  as  thefts  bfAead  of  being  drisiBi»to-tbe.n9. 
peffity  of  leffeuing  the  tributes  which  they  ibohd  uftab- 
liAed»  flHght  pofflbly  find  mMms  to  biiiif  about  sm  afag- 
suenta^oii  ooidiftei^t  with  the  geneiul  facisfiiiMon  of  the 
natiines.  -  Let  it  not  be^fatd  that  fudi  a  pbn  is  dkimericah 
Tkt  Ei^lsfii  coop^ufy  of  itfelf  h^s  already  proved  the  pof- 
^faiU^of  it* 

Tiiu  Eufopeausi  yffko  ha^tt  uocpiined  any  tenitoiy  it^ 
hdta,  for  the  moft  pact  clK>ofo  for  their  fiirmers  the  na^ 
tives  ef  the  com^tty,  fppfi^  whom  it  it  oooaxuon  to  exaft 
fuch  coafiderable  hm^  ia  advance,  that  in  ei^r  to  pay 
them  they  are  obliged  tp  bonow  at  ap  exorbitant  inte- 
feSu  The  di^lreft  whi^h  thdo  greedy  fanuers  volunta- 
Tily  bring  on  themfehres,  obliges  tliem  to  exa^  of  the  in- 
habita&tt  t«^  w^mui  they  underlet  fotn^  parcels  of  tb^ 
laud,  fo  oottfkhrable  a  rentf  that  the  poc^r  wretfebes  quit 
their  TiOagop^  and  abaii<k»|i  them  for  «v^,  Th«  cootrac* 
tor»  ruined  by  ^lis  eii^iaept»  which  renders  him  infol. 
Tent,  is  difmifled  lo  make  room  fcr  a  fecceflbr,  who  com- 
inonly  meets  with  the  fai&e  f^te  $  to  |bat  ^t  very  frequently 

^ppcA^ 
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K  happens  that  Adthliig -but  tbefirft  Aim  depoikttd  is  ever 
received  Aom  the  eiktit;  or  VeiylAtfo'fikor6«  *  .  i  < 

DiFFBRiN^r  lUps- hai^ebeeii  takeii; in '-tfaeBRKliAi tolp- 
ntesy  onr  the  ofM^  of  Coianftfridel.  >  It  .had  heen  obfcrni 
that  the  vittages  had  be^n^icMitHxl^  b^.fet«r^  ftnifiids,  who 
fbr  the  moftpart  wereconneftod  foth  each  otfaet;  thik  re- 
mark ierved  to  baniih  thecuftoiii'  of  JcmpkifUig^nmets. 
£yery  iand-was  ta)ded  at  a  rent  certain  hy  the  year/atrd 
Che  head  of  the  famity*  was  iecurky  fbr  hi^  ^ektiotis  and 
cxmnexiDns*  Thk  method  united  fhe  colot^t  oixe  with 
another,  and  created  in.ihem  a-d]^>Qiition  as  'mil  as  the 
fneans  of  affording i  themfdvcs  a  reciprocal  fupport.  This 
has  QccshCkned ,  the  cafe,  of  jthe  fettiements  of  that  natjtpn 
to  thfrixtmofl. degree  of  profpenty.they  were  oapabie  of 
receiving;  while  thoie  df  herrivlds  werb  languifhiqg  for 
want  pf  oultivfttipn  and  manufa^nres,  and  ■  oos&qucntly 
of  population..  >.  ...      >  ' 

W^r . nndl  ^mode  of  rccmduft  which  does  fii  imuQh  ho- 
nour to  .reafon  and  hutpanity  not  be  extended  beyond 
the  fmalL  temttbry  of  Madrais?  Can.it  then  be  true  that 
m<xleration  of  temper  i$;.a:  virtue.fingly  attached  to  jnode- 
rate  fortunes  ?  The  Engliih  company  till  the£e  latter  times 
had  always  held  a  condu^i&pecior  to.  that  of  the  other, 
fettlemants..  Tlicir  ageat8>  .their  fa^orsywerc  waell  choleiiL 
The  mofl  part  of  them  wera  youog  men  of  good  fkmilies» 
already  ut&rnflcd  in  the .  rjCLdisieats  of,  Gosmmerce, .  and 
fuch  ag  were  not  afi^aid,  wh^  tlie  fervice  of  their  country 
called  upon  them  to  ccofe  '^hpfft  .few  which  England  com- 
fiders  but  as  a  part  of  h^r  empire.  The  company  had 
generally  regarded,  .th^ir.  commerce  in  a  groat  fcafc,  and 
had  almoin  always  carried  ic  911  Uk^  an  af{Qa«iU9n«of  true 
politicians  «as  well  as  a.  .hpdy.pf  merchants*  Upon  tbpe 
whole  their  planters^  merqhsmts  and  foldaers  had  retained 
more  honefty»  more  regularity , und  more Jirmnefs. than 
t)iofe  of -the  .other  nations* 

Who 
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Who  would  ev«r  haye  imagiii^^fl'^^t  this  fame  compai^y* 

by  an  immediate  alteraciop.  of  -  co;i(lu<^y  and  change  of 

lydepi  QiQuld  foon  make  thcpeqpU  of  Bengal  regret  the 
defpotifm  of.  their  aooiient  n^afiers  ?  That  fa|al  revolution 
has'  been  but  toQ  lu<kle(»  ^nd  tpo  real.  A  fet^ed  tyranny 
has  taken  the  place  of  aibitrary  authority.  The  exadlions 
are  b^cosie  general  and  fiat^d*  the  opprefHon  continuar 
and  abfolute.  The  d^firu<5tive  art  of  monopolies  is  car^ 
ried  to  perfedion,  and  new  ones  have  been  even  invented. 
In  a  word,  they  have  alter^  and  tainted  the  public  fources 
of  confidence  and  happinefs. 

Under  the  government  of  the  Mogul  ^mperors^  tAe 
fubahs^  who  had  the  care  of  the  revenues,  were,  front 
the  nature  of  the  bufinefs,  obliged  to  leave  the  receipt  oi 
them  to  Nabobs,  Folygars,  and  Jemidars,  who  werd  a  fort 
of  under-fecurity  to  other  Indians,  and  thefe  ftill  to  others; 
fo  that  the  produce  of  the  lands  palTed  on,  and  was  partly 
funk  amidft  a  multitqde  of  intermediate  hands,  before  it 
came  into  the  coffeis  of  the  fubab*  who,  on  his  part, 
delivered  but  a  very  fnjall  portion  of  it  to  the  emperor. 
This  admmiftration,  faulty  in  many  refpcifls,  had  in  it 
this  favourable  circumftance  for  the  people,  that  the  far- 
mers never  being  changed,  the  rent  of  the  farms  re- 
mained always  the  fame;  becaufe  the  leaft  encreafe,  as  it 
difturbed  the  whole  chain  of  advantage  which  every  one 
perceived  in  his  turn,  would  infallibly  have  occafioned  a 
revolt :  a  terrible  refource,  but  the  only  one  left  in  favour 
of  humanity  in  countries  groaning  under  the  oppreflions 
of  defpotic  rulers. 

It  is  probable  that  in  the  mtdft  of  thefe  regulations 
there  were  many  injuries  and  partial  diftreiTes.  But,  at 
leaft,  as  the  receipt  of  the  public  monies  was  made  upon  • 
a  fixed  and  moderate  afleflment,  emulation  was  not  wholly 
extinguilhed.  The  cultivators  of  the  land  being  furc  of 
laying  up  the  produce  of  their  harveft,  after  paying  with 
exa<Sinefs  the  rate  of  their  farm,  affifted  the  natural  good- 

3  ncft 
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* 

BOOK  neft  of  the  foil  by  their  labour ;  the  mtwen,  noMrt  of 
the  price  of  thdr  works,  being  at  liberty  to  make  choice 
of  the  buyer  which  beft  fuited  them,  exerted  themfelVes  ia 
extending  and  improving  their  manufadutes;  Both  the  one 
and  the  other,  being  eafy  on  the  head  of  their  fobfiftenoe» 
yielded  with  fatisfaaiod  to  the  moft  deligfatfiiHDclinaticns 

• 

bf  nature,  or  the  prevailing  fiincy  of  their  climate ;  and 
beheld  in  th^  encreafe  of  their  family  nothing  itaore  than 
the  means  of  aiigmenting  their  rkhes.  Such  are  endently 
the  reafons  why  induftry,  agriculture,  and  population  # 
have  been  carried  to  fDch  a  length  in  the  province  of  Ben- 
gal. One  would  think  they  might  (till  be  carried  further 
binder  the  government  df  a  free  people,  friends  to  huma<& 
tatty ;  but  the  thirft  of  money,  the  moft  devouring,  th6 
mofc  cruel  ot  all  paffiotis,  has  given  rife  to  a  pernicious 
and  deftru^ive  govcrilment. 

The  Englilh,  become  fbvereigii^  of  Bengal,  fcarfc'e  con^ 
tent  to  receive  the  revenues  on  the  fame  fboting  Sis  thrf 
ancient  fliibahs,  have  been  defirous  all  at  once  to  augment 
the  produce  of  the  ferms,  and  to  appropriate  to  them- 
felves  the  rents.  To  accompliih  both  thefe  objefttf,  they 
.  arc  become  the  farmers  to  theif  own  fubah,  that  is,  to 
a  creature  on  whom  they  have  juft  conferred' that  empty 
title,  the  more  fecureiy  td  impof^  oil  the  Indian  people; 
The  conftquehc^  of  this  new  plan  has  been  to  pillage  the 
formers,  in  order  to  fubftltute  irt  their  ro&m  ther  company's 
agents.  They  have  alfo  monopolized  the  fale  bf  fait,  to- 
bacco, and  betel,  objefiEs  of  the  liHt  neceffity  in  thofe  coun- 
tries, but  they  have  done  this  under  the  hame,  and  appa- 
rently on  the  account  of  the  fiiblb.  They  havd  gone  ftill 
fiirtber,  and  have  obliged  the  V€Jiy  fame  fubah  to  eftablilh 
in  their  favour  an  exclufive  privilege  for  the  fale  of  cotton 
coming  from  any  other  proirince,  in  order  to  raift  it  to  ad 
exorbitant  price.  They  have  had  the  duties  augmented, 
and,  to  conclude  alii  have  obtained  an  edia,  which  has  been 
•  pitblilhed. 
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^ttU&b«(^  to  f<irfai4  «U  priirate  Ewrdpoans.  trading  In  the  BOOK 
Ulterior  parts  of  B^og^^  aad  kaviag  it  opetf  aod  lawful 
only  for  the  Engliflu 

.  Wtav  we  nfled  im  fia^h  a  barbarput  prohibitioft»  it 
ibems  08  if  it  had  been  eotitrived  only  to  exhauft  all  the 
pow«r»  of  ioing  mifchitf  to  that  unfortunate  country^ 
tvhefe  pcoipetfty,  for  their  ofwn  fake»  ouglott  to  be  the  <mly 
objeft  of  the  EnglUh  company^  Befidea»  it  b  eaiy  to  fee 
that  the  peifolkal  avario^^f  the  mechbcrs  of  the  coundl  at 
.  Calcutta  has  diftated  that  ihanieful  law.  Their  defire  wasr 
to  enfiire  to  themfeltes  the  produce  of  all  the  raanulac^ 
tures^  at  length  to  forcetthe  nierdiants  of  other  nations^ 
who  diofe  to  trade  from  one  pait  of  India  to  another^  to 
purchaie  theft- articles  of  them  at  an  exorbitant  price,  or 
to  renoimce  their  undcnrtakings. 

But  ftill  hi  the  midft  of  this  overbearing  condilft^  fq 
Contrary  to  the  adrantage  of  their  coftftituents,  theltf 
treacherous  agents  haye  attempted  to  dii)|;uiie  themfetyet 
toder  the  maik  of  zeal.  It^was  neceflatyy  fa^^  they,  to  ex- 
port to  England  a  quantity  of  metchandife  proportioned  t<y* 
the  (fxtent  of  hei'€omm0i'9e,  but  the  covipetitiObi  of  private 
traders  was  prejtidtcial  to  the  pui'chafes  of  the  company. 

Undbk  thefiime  pretext,  and  in  order  to  extend  thi^ 
excluiioti  to  the  foreign  fettlen^erits  while  they  appear  to 
refpe^  their  rights,  they  have  of  late  years  ordei^d  more 
merchandife  than  Bengal  could  forniih.  At  the  fame  time 
the  weavers  have  been  forbidden  to  work  for  otheir  nations 
until  .th^  Engliih  ordeM  wefe  compleated/  Thus  the 
Workmen,  not  being  any  longer  at  liberty  to  choofe  amon^ 
the  fcveral  pqrchafers^  have ,  been  forced,  to  delhrcr  the 
fi'uits  of^  their  labour  at  the  price  they  weift  pteafed  to  give 
for  them. 

Lsr  us  confider  too  how  thefe  workmen  have  been  paid* 
Here  reafon  is  confounded ;  we  are  at  a  lofr  for  excufes  of 
pretexts.  The  Epaglifli,  conquerors  of  Bengal,  pofleflbra 
of  the  uxpenie  treafutes  which  the  fruitfiilaefs  of  the  foil, 

anil 
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^  ?ii^  ^  ^°^  ^^^  induftry  of  the  inhabitants, .  had  got  t^gttlver, 
have  ventured  to  take  upon  themfelves  to  alter  the  ytSLut 
of  the  fpecie.  They  have  fet  the  example  of  this  aieaaneft 
unknown  to  the  defpotic  ruleri  of  Afia  i  and  it  is  through 
this  difgraceful  ad  that  they  have  announced  to  the  native^ 
their  fovereignty  over  them.  It  is  true  that  fuch  an  ope* 
ration*  fo  contrary  to  the  fidelity  of  trade  and  the  public 
faith»  could  not  lad  long*  The  company  them(elvef  found 
the  pernicious  effc£ls  of  it»  and  was  refolded  to  call  tn  all 
the  falfe  coin,  in  order  to  replace  it  with  other  money, 
perfe£Uy  conformable  to  that  which  was  always  current  in 
thofe  countries.  But  let  us  attend  to  the  maaner  in  which 
fo  neceflary  an  alteration  was  conduced. 

They  have  ftruck  in  gold  rupees  to  the  amount  of  about 
fifteen  millions  ^  nominal  value^  but  which  repreiented  in 
fa6t  but  nine  millions  b;  for  four-tenths,  or  fomething 
more,  was  alloy.  .  All  who  were  found  to  poiTefs  theft  gold 
rupees  of  falfe  alloy,  were  enjoined  to  bring  them  into  the 
treafuiy  at  Calcutta,  where  they  ihould  be  reimburied  for 
them  in  filver  rupees ;  but  inilead  .of  ten  rupees  and  a 
half  of  filver,  which  each  gold  rupee  ought  to  be  worthi 
Bccordiiig  to  its  rate  they  gave  them  but  fix ;  fo  tliat  the 
amount  of  the  alloy  became  the  clear  lofs  of  th^  holdet  of 
their  money. 

An  oppreflion  fo  general  muft  oeccffarily  be  attended 
with  violence  ;  and  confequently  they  have  fcvexal  times 
been  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  force  of  arms  to  carry  into 
execution  the  orders  of  the  council  at  Calcutta,  Thefe 
forces  have  not  been  employed  againft  the  Indians  alone ; 
tumults  and  military  preparations  have  again  broke  out  on 
all  fides,  even  in  the  midft  of  peace.  The  Europeans 
have  been  expofed  to  fignal  a6ts  of  hoftility,  and  particu- 
laj'ly  the.  French,  who,  notwithftanding  their  being  fo  re- 
duced, and  fo  wpak,  have  ftill  excited  the  je;ilouiy  of  their 
former  rivals. 


*     • 
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•  If  •»  the  pifturc  fA  public  diftrcffes  we  were  to  add  that  ROOK 
rf  pii^^atc  extortions,  we  (houM  find  the  agents  of  the  ^^  ' 
cofflpflfiy,  almoft  Arcty  where,  cxafting  their  tribute  with 
extreme  rigour,  and  raifing  contributions  for  them  with 
the  titntoft  cmeky.  We  ftiould  fee  them  carrying  a  kind 
of  inquifition  into  every  family,  and  fitting  in  judgment 
ijpoii  evcrf  fortune ;  robbing  indifcriminately  the  artisjaii 
snd'the  labburer,  imputing  it  as  a  crime  againft  him  that 
he  Is  not  iWRciently  rich,  and  punifhing  him  accordingly. 
We  fflodld  view  them  felling  dieir  favour  and  their  credit, 
«s  well  to  opprefs  the  innocent  as  to  ikreen  the  guilty. 
We  (hould  find  In  confetpicncc  of  thcfe  irregularities,  de- 
fpair  feiaing  every  heart,  and  an  univbrfa!  dejc6tion  getting 
the  better  of  every  mind,  both  tending  to  a  general  flop  iil 
Ihe  progre6  and  aftivlty  of  commerce,  agriculture,  and 
population. 

It  will  be  thought,  without  doufet,  after  thefe  details; 
It  was  knpolfible  that  Bengal  fhould  have  frefli  evils  td 
dread.    But,  however,  as  if  the  elemetlts,  in  league  with 
mankind,  had  intended  to  bring  all  at 'Once  upon  the  ftme 
people,  every  calamity  that  by  turns  lays  wafte  the  univerfc> 
a  drought  of  which  there  nevfer  had  been  an  inftance  in 
thofe  climates,  came  upon  them,  and  prepared  the  way  for 
a  moft  di'eadibl  famine  in  a  country  of  all  the  moft  fertile. 
In  Bengal  they  have  two  harvefts ;  one  in  April,  th« 
bther  in  Odlob^r.      The  firft,  called  the  little  harveft, 
confifts    of   the  meaner  grain;   the  fecond,  (tiled  the 
grand  harvteft,  is  fmgly  of  rice.    The  rains  which  com- 
mence regularly  in  the  month  of  Auguft,    arid  end  in 
the  middle  of  October,  are  the  occafion  of  theic  diflferent  . 
produdions ;  and  it  was  by  a  drought  which  happened  in 
1769,  at  the  feafon  when  the  rains  are  expelled,  that  there 
was  a  failure  in  the  great  harveft  of  1769,  and  the  lefier 
harveft  of  1770.     It  is  true  that  the  rice  on  the  higher 
grounds  did  not  fufler  greatly  by  this  difturbance  of  the 
feafons,  but  there  was  far  from  a  fufficient  quantity  for  the 
Vol.  I,  B  b  nourifhmeat 
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:? .  o  o  K  nouriflimcnt  of  all  the  iahabitants  of  the  country  j  add  tO 
which,  the  Englilh,  who  were  engaged  before  hand  to  take, 
proper  care  of  their  .fubliftence,  as  wejll  as  of  the  ilpahis. 
belonging  to  them,  did  not  fail  to  keep  locked  up  in  their, 
magazine  a  part  of  the  grain,  though  the  harveft  withal, 
was  infufHcient. 

Thev  have  been  accufed  of  having  made  a  very  bad  ufe  * 
of  that  neceffary  forelight,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  moft 
odious  and  the  moft  criminal  of  all  monopolies.  It  ma/ 
be  true  that  fuch  a  horrible  method  of  acquiring  jricbes 
may  have  tempted  fome  individuals,  but  that  the . chief 
agents  of  the  company,  that  the  council  of  Calcutta  Co^ild 
have  adopted  and  ordered  fuch  a ,  dcflru£live  operation^ 
that,  to  gain  a  few  millions  of  rupees,  the  council  fhould 
coolly  have  devoted  to  definition  feveral  millions  of  their 
fellow  creatures,  and  by  the  moft  cruel  means;  this  is 
a  circumftance  we  never  can  give  credit  to.  We  even 
venture  to  pronounce  it  .impoffible ;  becaufe  fuch  wicked'^ 
nefs  could  never  enter  at  once  into  the  minds  and  hearts 
of  a  fet  of  men,  tvhofe  buiineis  it  is,  to  deliberate , and  ad  * 
for  the  good  of  others. 

But  ftill  this  fcourge  did  not  fail  to  make .itfelf  felt 
throughout  the  extent  of  Bengal.  Rice,  which  is  com« 
monly  fet  at  one  fol^  for  three  pounds,  has  gradually 
been  raifed  till  it  came  fo  high  as  to  be  fold  at  foiur  fols  ^ 
per  pound,  and  it  has  even  been  up  io  five  or  {ix  fols  c  | 
neither  indeed  was  there  any  to  be  found,  except  in  fuch 
places  where  the  Europeans  had  taken  care  to  colled  it  for 
their  own  occafions* 

The  unhappy  Indians  v,'cre  every  day  perifhiag  by  th<m^ 
f?.nds  under  thir  want  of  fuftenance,  without  any  me^s 
of  help  and  without  any  refource,  not  being  able  to  pnx- 
cure  themfelvcs  the  leaft  nourifluncnt.  They  were  to  be 
ftren  in  their  villages,  along  the  public  ways,  in  the  midft 
of  our  European  colonics,  pale,  incagre,  fainting,  ema* 

'  f  ^  '  2il.  *  About  3d, 
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tiated,    confumed  by    famine :    fome  ftretched  on  the  BOOK 

III 
ground  in  expedation  of  dying,  others  fcarce  able  to  drag 

themfelves  on  to  feek  for  any  nutriment,  and  throwing 

themfelves  at  the  feet  of  the  Europeans,  intreating  them 

to  take  them  in  as  their  ilaves. 

To  this  defcription,  which  makes  humanity  fhudder, 
let  us  add  other  objeds  equally  ihocking ;  let  imagina- 
tion enlarge  upon  them,  if  pofliblc;  Tct  us  ^eprefent  to 
ourfelves  infants  deferted,  fome  expiring  on  the  breaft  of 
their  mothers  ;  every  where  the  dying  and  the  dead  min- 
gled together ;  on  all  fides  the  groans  of  forrow,  and  the 
tears  of  defpair ;  and  we  ihall  then  have  fome  faint  idea  of 
the  horrible  fpedacle  Bengal  prefented  for  the  fpace  of  fix 
weeks. 

During  this  whole  time  the  Ganges  was  covered  with 
carcafes ;  the  fields  and  highways  were  choaked  up  with 
them  ;  infectious  vapours  filled  the  air,  and  difeafes  multi- 
plied ;  and  one  evil  fucceeding  another,  it  was  near  coming 
to  pafs,  that  the  plague  had  cai?ried  off  the  remainder 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  unfortunate  kingdom.  It  ap- 
pears, by  calculations  pretty  generally  acknowledged,  that 
the  famine  carried  off  a  fourth  part ;  that  is  to  fay,  abouL 
three  millions. 

But  it  is  ftill  more  femarkable,  and  ferves  to  cha- 
ra£lerife  the  gentlenefs,  or^  rather  the  indolence,  as 
well  moral  as  natural  of  the  natives,  that  amidd  this 
terrible  diflrefs,  fuch  a  multitude  of  human  creatures^ 
pte^fled  by  the  moft  urgent  of  all  necelfities,  remain- 
pd  in  an  abfolute  inatftivity,  and  made  no  attempts 
whatever  for  their  felf-prefervation.  All  the  Europeans, 
efpecially  the  Englifh,  were  poireiled  of  magazines,  atid 
thefe  very  magazines  were  refpfefted  j  private  houfcs  were 
fo  too ;  no  revolt,  no  mafiacre,  not  the  leaft  violence  pre- 
vailed. The  unhappy  Indians,  religned  to  a  quiet  defpair, 
confined  themfelves  to  the  requeft  of  fuccour  they  did  not 
obtain,  and  peaceably  waited  the  relief  of  death. 

B  b  2  Let 
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K  Let  us  now  reprefent  to  ourfelTea  any  part  of  £un>p# 
affliftcd  by  a  limilar  calamity*  What  diforder  !  wlmt  fury  I 
what  atrocious  a£ts !  what  mifchiefs  would  enfue  h  how 
ihould  we  have  feen  among  us  Europeans,  fome  contend"* 
ing  for  their  food  with  their  dagger  in  hand,  fome  pur- 
fuing,  fome  flyiog^  and^  without  remorfe,  cutting  one  ano- 
ther's throats.  How  ihould  we  have  feen  men  at  lad  turn 
their  rage  on  themfelves,  tearing  and  devouring  their  own 
limbs, .  and,  in  the  blindnefs  of  defpair,  trampling  under 
foot  all  authority,  as  well  as  every  fentiment  of  nature  and 

xcafon. 

Had  it  been  the  fate  of  the  Englifh  to  havie  had  the  liktf 
events  to  dread  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Bengal,  per- 
haps the  famine  would  have  been  lefs  general  and  lefs 
deftru£live.    For  fetting  afide,  as  perhaps  we  ought,  every 
charge  of  monopoly,  no  one  will  undertake  to  defend  them 
againfl  the  reproach  of  negligence  and  infenfibility.    And' 
in  what  crifis  have  they  merited  that  reproach  ?  In  tha 
▼ery  inflant  of  time  when  the  life  or  death  of  feveral  mil- 
lions of  their  fellow- creatures  was  in  their  power*    One 
would  think  that,  in  fuch  an  alternative,  the  very  love  of 
human  kind,  that  fentiment  innate  in  all  hearts,  might 
havfe  infpired  them  with  refources*    Might  not  the  poor 
wretches  expiring,  before  the  eyes  of  the  Europeans  with 
reafon  have  cried  out,  "  Is  it  tjien  but  for  our  ruin  that 
you  are  fertile  in  expedients  for  your  own  prefenration  ? 
The  itnmenfe  treafures  which  a  long  fuccedion  of  ages 
had  accumulated  in  this  country,  you  have  made  your 
*'  own  fpoils  ;  you  have  tranfported  them  into  your  own 
country;  you  have  raifed  your  contributions  on  usf 
you  have  got  your  agents  to  receive  them  for  you ;  you 
are  mailers  of  our  interior  commerce ;  you  are  the  fole 
**  managers  of  all  our  exported  merchandize ;  your  nume- 
•(  rous  veifels  laden  with  the  produce  of  our  induftry  ancF 
our  foil,  pafs  and  repafs  to  the  enriching  of  your  fa(5lo* 
ries  and  your  colonies.    All  thefe  things  youregulate^ 
and  you  carry  on  for  your  own  advantage.    But  what 

•«  have 
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•*  have  you  done  for  our  prefenration  ?  What  fteps  have  ?  0  O  K 
**  you  taken  to  remove  from  us  the  fcourge  that  threatened 
us?  Deprived  6f  all  authority,  ftrippcd  of  our  property; 
weighed  down  by  the  terrible  hand  of  power,  we  can 
only  lift  our  hands  to  you  to  implore  your  afliftancc. 
*'  Ye  have  heard  our  groans ;  ye  have  feen  famine  making 
"  very  quick  advances  upon  us;  and  then  ye  attended 
**  to  your  own  prefenration.  Ve  have  hoarded  up  the 
**  fmall  quantity  of  provifions  which  efcaped '  the  pefti- 
lence ;  ye  have  filled  your  granaries  with  them,  and 
diftributed  them  among  your  foldicr«.  But  we,  the 
fad  dupes  of  your  avarice,  wretches,  in  every  re- 
^*  gard,  a€  well  by  your  t}'ninny  as  by  your  indifference, 
**  ye  treat  us  like  flaves,  while  you  fuppofe  we  have  any 
**  riches ;  but  when  it  appears  we  are  but  a  fet  of  beings 
*'  full  of  wants,  then  you  no  longer  regard  us  even  as 
human  creatures.  Of  what  fcrvice  is  it  to  us  that  you 
have  the  management  of  our  public  forces  entirely  in 
"  your  hands?  Where  are  the  laws  and  the  morals  of 
•*  which  ye  are  fo  proud  ?  What  then  is  that  government 
"  whofe  wifdom  you  fo  much  boaft  of?  Have  you  put  a 
•*  ftop  to  the  prodigious  exports  carried  by  your  private 
''  traders  ?  Have  ye  changed  the  deflination  of  your  (hips  ? 
**  Have  th^  traverfed  the  neighbouring  feas  in  fearch  of 
•'  the  means  of  fubfiftence  for  us  ?  Have  ye  requefted  it  oS 
•*  the  adjacent  countries  ?  Ab,  why  has  Providence  fuf- 
•*  fcred  you  to  break  the  chain  which  attached  us  to  our 
**  ancient  fovereigns  ?  Lefs  grafping,  and  more  humane 
*•  than  ye  art,  th^y  would  have  invited  plenty  from  all 
**  parts  of  Afia ;  they  would*  have  opened  every  c<$minu- 
**  nicatlon  ;  they  would  have  lavished  their  treafures,  and 
•*  have  thoijght  they  did  but  enrich  thcmfelves  while  they 
•'  preferved  their  fubjedts." 

Tflis  laft  reflexion,  at  leaft,  was  calculated  to  make  an 
imprelfion  on  th6  Englifh,  fuppoiing  even  that  every  fen- 
timent  of  humanity  was  extinguifhed  in  their  hearts  by 
the  effeds  of  depravity.    The   barreimcfs  had  been  an- 

Bb  3  nouuce4 
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BOOK  nounced  by  a  drought;  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that, 
if  inftead  of  having  folely  a  regard  to  themfelvcs,  and  re- 
maining in  an  entire  negligence  of  ev<;ry  thing  elfc,  they 
had  from  the  firll  taken  every  precaution  in  their  power, 
they  might  have  acGoropliihed  the  prefervation  of  many 
liv^s  that  were  loft. 

It  could  not  happen  othcrwife,  than  that  an  admini-  ^ 
ftration  fo  faulty  in  itfelf  ihould  defeat  the  means  of 
profperity  attached  to  the  poflelRon  of  thofc  extenfive 
countries.  The  company,  preflcd  by  real  necefSties,  and 
iindmg  only  infufficient  refources  in  thofe  treafures  which 
fervcd  to  dazzle  their  imagination,  has  already  been 
obliged  to  tear  afidc  the  veil  which  concealed  their  Ctua-* 
tion  from  the  eyes  *  of  all  the  world.  According  to  a  cal- 
culation, authenticated  on  the  firft  of  January  1773,  the 
total  amount  of  the  company's  pofleflions  in  Europe, 
whether  in  arrears  hereafter  to  be  received,  or  in  real 
merchandife  now  in  their  ftorchoufes,  or  even  in  inamove- 
ablcs,  comes  to  the  fum  of  175,156,000  livres*:  wheicas 
their  engagements  amount  to  207,430,000  livres^;  fo  that 
there  is  a  deficiency  of  32,274,000  livrcs  ^. .  It  is  true,  that 
the  means  of  the  company  in  India,  that  is  to  fay,  their 
fpecie  in  the  chefts  of  their  different  fettlements,  out- 
ftanding  debts  due  to  to  them,  the  value  of  their  wares, 
their  civil  and  military  preparations,  their  elephants,  fhips 
and  their  cargoes  at  fca,  form  a  capital  of  143,939,000 
livres  d.  On  the  other  hand,  their  debts  are  not  lefs  than 
the  fum  of  45,^26,000  livres  ^5  fo  that  upon  the  whole, 
of  their  affairs  in  India,  there  is  a  balance  in  their  favouE 
of  98,213,000  livres  ^.  From  this  muft  be  deducted  what 
the  company  owes  in  Europe,  that  is  to  fay,  32,274,000 
livres  B,  yvhich  reduces  the  fum  of  the  general  account  to 
^5'939'Ooo  livres  *»;    and  as  the  amount  of  their  ftock  15 

■  7.663.075I.  •>  14,075,0621.  los.  c  jj^jx,987l.  ;oi. 

*  ^>297,33il.  5s.        •  4,000,4621.  Tos.  '3,798,0681.  15s. 

»  I;4"i987l.  xo^.        *  2,884,8311.  5s. 
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72,000,000  livrcs  «;  it  follows,  that  on  their  capital,  there  BOOK 

is  a  real  lofs  of  6,061,000  livres  \    So  that,  in  cafe  all  the 

•effects  of  the  company,  as  well  in  Europe  as  in  India, 

could  be  converted  into  money,  a  ftippofition  extremely  in 

their  favour,  the  proprietors  would  not  find  their  original 

depofit.    Doubtlefs  it  was  not  eafy  to  Ibfpeifl  their  fitua- 

tion  to'be'fach,  when  we  find  the  files  of  the  company 

'have  progrefliveiy   rifcn  from  44,000,000  livres  S    the 

•amount  of  that  in  1762,  to  80,000,000  livres  d,  according 

•to  the  accoxmt  of  that  of  1769.     The  trade  of  the  com- 

•pany  has  been' carried  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  the  fales  for 

'thefe  laft  ten  years,  to  1771  inclufive,  have  produced  th^ 

'net  fum  of  649,207,000  livres  *.    But  it  is  eflential  ^o 

remark,  that  during  the  faid  period  the  company  paid 

for  different  duties,   to  which  their  goods  are  fubjeft,  to 

'the  amount  of  '170,665,000  livres  *",  that  is  more  than  fiye 

and  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  produce  of  the  fales,     A4d 

Hill  this  fum,  fo  confidcrable  as  it  is,  is  exclufiyc  of  an  an- 

(lual  (lipend  of  9,000,000  livres  S ;  on  which  condition, 

government  has  given  up  to  the  company  all  territorial 

tights  over  Bengal, 

To  make  good  engagements  fo  extenfive,  and  todiftri- 
butc  at  the  fame  time  to  the  proprietors  a  dividend  of 
9,000,000  livres  ^,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cen^/ 
The  Tevenues  of  India  ought  to  have  been  managed  with 
great  wifliom  and  oeconomy  :  then  they  might  have  been 
fufficient,  as  well  for  the  purchafes  the  company  makes  in 
India,  as  for  thofe  made  in  China,  and  they  might  have 
Vaved  fending  any  fums  to  their  fmall  fadlories.  It  was 
with  this  confidence  that  the  proprietors  of  ftock  enjoyed 
quietly  their  dividend,  and  eiven  expe£led  it  to  be  raifed 
by  jhe  importation  of  money  which  had  been,  announced 
to  them.    But  fo  far  was  the  event  from  anfwering  theiv 

.   •  3,i5o,OGoI«  *  265,i68L' 15s,  «  1,925,0001. 

*  3,500,000!.  •  28,402,8061.  5s.  f  79466,5931.  15$. 

•  }93>750l,  *  393>75o»- 
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9  O  O  K  large  expeaation€,  that  the  company's  agexits  at  Bengal, 
Bombay «and  Madrafs,  have  contiaually  drawn  upon  them  tn 
make  good  the  infufHciency  of  the  revenues.  The  draughty 
drawn  by  them  during  the  lait  five  yeaTS>  rjiz.  from  if6S( 
to  1772,  both  incluilve>  amount  to  thefum  of  49^350,000 
livres  \  Thefe  draughts  have  made  it  unneceflary  to  fend 
out  coin  to  India ;  but  during  the  fame  period  thc^  havet 
been  obliged  to  rcimit  to  China  the  fum  of  aoyooo^ooipi 
livres  \  And  even  this  remittance  not  having  been  anfwer- 
able  to  the  prodigious  purchafes  made  for  the  company  af 
Canton,  thefadiory  ther^have  been  obliged  to  draw  on  them 
for  7,780,000  livres  *^.  The  company,  moreover,  have  ext 
ported  to  India,  within  the  fame  time,  as  much  as  60,140,000 
livres  ^  of  merchandife ;  fo  that,  bringing  together  aU  the& 
fums,  it  appears,  that  during  thefe  five  years,  which 
feemed  likely  to  be  the  period  of  their  ^eateft  proiperity» 
the  company,  whether  by  eicpojrtations.  abroad,,  or  by 
draughts  paid  in  Europe,  has  employed  in  tf^de  i  |7ff 590,000 
livres  ^,  which  makes  the  fum  of  971515^000  livres  ^  amr 
munibus  annis.  However,  notwithftanding  this  prodigious 
difference  between  the  fpecutations  and  the  real  tran&c- 
tions,  if  the  revenues  of  Bengal  had  not  been  fubject  to 
unparallelled  depredation,  t}ie  company  might  have  been 
enabled  to  fupport  with  eafe  all  their  expeuces,  and  fti^I 
continue  a  dividend  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  to  the 
ftockhoiders.  The  proof  of  this  will  appear  in  the  ab- 
ilradk  of  their  commerce,  calculated  upon  the  receipts 
and  diiburfements  of  the  lad  ycars>  o^  the  experience  of 
which  it  may  be  proper  to  ground  our  opinion  of  the 
a&ual  (late  of  things* 

■  2,154,6871  xos,  *  875,0001.  f  340,8751. 

»ji5i,>f25U  •  6,oi9,56aV  la.        f  i,203,78rL 
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It    E    C    £    I    P    T, 

Zivres. 

Produce  of  their  falcs,  dcdufting  difcount,    78,750,000  « 

Produce  of  duties  for  the  benefit  of  the  com-  7         r^        v 
pany  laid  on  private  trade    -     .    •    .    3       5    ><x>o 

Value  pf  500  tons  of  faltpetre  wanted  an-  7 
jioaHy  for  tbe  army J      S^*<^  ^ 


^m 


Total    79,8io/x)o  i 
DISBURSEMENTS. 

LivTiS* 

ATnonnt  of  duties    ----•--•    10,250,000  • 

Freight  and  charges  out    ,-----     11,250,000^ 

Value  of  goods  annually  exported    -    -    .  '  n, 250,000  S 

'   .Amount  of  bullion  exported  to  China,  andl 

of  the  draughts  the  fadory  there  draws  >    4,500^000  ^ 
annually  on  the  company    •    •    -    •     j 

T)^  in^oft  of  fiw  per  cent,  on  the  rough  1 
produce  of  the  annual  fales,  fet  at  eighty-  >   4^200,000  4 
four  millions    *•-•----     j 

Bills  of  exchange  taken  from  different  parts  1    o  ^o    ^     %, 
of  India    -    - -    -   f   S'OSo.ooo  * 

;  Annual  ftipcnd  to  be  paid  to  government  7    ^  ^  1 

on  account  of  Bengal    ------j^*      '^^^ 

Annual  dividend  on  the  footinc:  of  twelve  }       ^^  « 

—J       u   ir  *  J-    9»000,000»l 

and  a  half  per  cent,  per  annum    -     -     J   ^'      ' 
Ifitereft  df  bills  beyond  what  the  company  1    .  .^^  ^ 

-•       r  -.  f  1,120,000  ^ 

ireceives  of  government    -----J- 


Total  78,650,000  B 

*  3>445»3i*'r  *08.              ♦  24,5001.  •  ai>875l. 

*  3»447»937l.  10$.                •885,937!.  los.  .  '491,187!.  lof. 
»  492,1871.  los.                  '  296,8751.                    '  *   x83,75oL 

^  ZSltS^h                         *  393>75ol-  "  393i75ol* 

*  49f«»^  '  3»44o»9$7J«  lOi. 
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3  O  O  K  If,  from  the  amount  of  the  receipt  ftated  at  79>8io«ooo 
livrcs  *,  we  deduft  the  latter  fum  of  78,650,000  livres  ^,  the 
furplus  of  the  i*eceipt  will  be  1,160,000  livres  ^, 

This  ftate,  the  fcveral  articles^ of  which. having  under- 
gone the  infpeftion  of  parliament  cannot  be  called  in  quef- 
tion,  fcrves  to  (hew^  that  even  fuppofing  a  wifcr  admini- 
ftration,  both  at  home  and  in  India^  th^  proprietors  had 
tio  reafon  to  cxped  ^n;  advantage  beyond  the  dividtnd 
of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  which  had  been  fixed  for 
them. 

But,  if  we  afcend  from  the  particular  interefl  of  the 
trading  company  to  confiderations  of  more  extent,  what 
refource$,  what  advantages  does  not  the  commerce  of 
India  procure  to  the  ftate  ?  The  am9unt  of  duties  on  ^hfi 
company's  importations,  the  impoft  of  £ve  per  cent,  oj^ 
the  rough  produce  of  their  fale;,  the  i^ipend  exa<^ed  by- 
government  on  account  of  Bengal,  form  a  tribute  of 
^3*450,000  livrcs*^  paid  annually  to  Great  Britain  out  of 
the  commerce  and  poifeflions  of  Afia.  And  fo  long  as  the 
public  treafure,  fupported  by  this  new  branch  of  revenu«, 
turns  it  to  the  improvement  of  the  power  and  profperity  of 
the  kingdom,  the  annual  mafs  of  riches  is  flill  increased  by 
the  exports  of  the  company's  merchandife ;  by  the  charges 
of  their  navigation,  by  the  benefit  of  the  dividend  at  eigl\t 
and  a  half  above  the  common  intereft,  by  the  draughts 
they  pay,  fince  thefe  draughts  are  the  reprefentatives  of  thje 
fortunes  made  by  th^ir  agents  in  their  feryica,  and  which 
they  return  home  to  enjoy.  All  thcfe  objects  brought  to^ 
gcther  conftituto^  nearly  a^otal  qf  40,000,000  livces  ^,  ex- 
.pended  on  the  commerce  of  India  to  the  advantage  of  the 
land  and  manufaftures  of  England  :  and  yet  this  fum  of 
40,000,000  livres  ^  together  with  the  other  of  33,450,000 
livres  5,  received  by  the  goY^rnm.ent,  rcquire'no  more  thin 

<  1,463,4371.  10$.  '  1,750,0001.  £  j^o,oool. 
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iin  export  of  2,  or  3,000,000  in  bullion  *.   Thus  the  pur(e  BOOK 
of  the  ftate  and  the  kingdom  are  equally  enriched  by  the 
produce  of  a  commerce,,  which  by  the  good  effect  of  a  mod 
extraordinary  management,  threatens  with  ruin  the  very 
proprietors  who  farm  it  out  to  their  agents. 

It  is  eafy  to  judge  from  the  fketch  juft  given/  that  for 
a  long  time  they  muft  facri£ce  their  dividends  to  clear 
away  entirely  that  deficiency- of  32,000^000  livres^,  which 
has  taken  place  in  their  affairs  in  Europe.  But  what  will 
be  attended  with  ftill  more  difficulty  will  be,  to  re^ve  in 
India  the  order  and  oeconomy  neceffary  for  difcharging 
the  debt  of  45,000,000  livresc  contracted  there  on  the 
company's  account.  - 

We  muft  allow  that  the  corruption  to  which  the  Eng- 
lifh  have  given  themfelves  up  from  the  firft  beginning  of 
their  power,  the  oppreflion  which  has  fucceeded  it,  the 
abufes  every  day  multiplying,  the  entire  lofs  of  all  prin- 
ciple; all  thefe  circumftanccs  together  form  a  contraft 
totally  difagreeing  with  their  paft  conduct  in  India,  and 
the  real  conftitution  of  their  government  in  Europe.  But 
this  fort  of  problem  in  morals  will  be  eafily  folved, 
upon  confidering  with  attention  the  natural  effect  of  cir- 

-  cumftances  and  events. 

BEiiio  now  become  abfolute  rulers  in  an  empire  where 
they  were  but  traders,  it  was  very  difficult  for  the  Englifh 
not  to  make  a  bad  ufe  of  their  power.  At  a  diftance  from 
home,  mep  are  no  longer  reftrained  by  the  fear  of  beings 
afhamed  to  fee  their  countrymen.  In  a  warm  climate 
where  the  body  lofes^its  vigour,  the  mind  muft  lofe  fome 
of  its  force.    In  a  country  where  nature  and  cuftom  lead 

-  to  indulgence,  men  are  apt  to  be  feduced.  In  countries 
where  they  come  for  the  purpofe  of  growing  rich,  they 
eafily  forget  to  be  upright. 

Perhaps,  however  in  a  fifuation  fo  dangerous,  the  En^- 
« Jifii  would  have  prcfcrved  fome  appearance  of.  moderation 

t  Abt^ot  ^09,000!.  on  aa  average.       *  1,400,000!.        *  1,968,750!. 

and 
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BOOK  and  virtue,  had  they  been  checked  by  the  reftraint  of  tbt 

III 

laws :  but  there  were  none  to  dired  or  to  bind  them.    The 

regulations  made  by  the  company  for  the  carrying  on  of 

their  commerce^  did  not  apply  to  thU  new  ftate  of  things  ; 

gnd  the  Engliih  government  confidering  the  conqueft  of 

^  Bengal  but  as  a  help  towards  increafing  numerically  the 

xevenue  of  Great  Britain >  gave  up   to  the  company  for 

9,000,000  livre$ «  per  anninn,  the  deftiny  of  twelre  millions 

©f'pcople. 

Happily  for  this  portion  of  our  fellow-creatures,  a  re- 
yolution  of  a  peaceable  nature  is  at  hand.  The  nation 
has  been  flruck  with  fuch  enormous.  excelFes.  She  has- 
beard  the  groans  of  fuch  a  number  of  vidim3  facrificed 
to  the  avarice  and  paffions  of  fome  individnals.  The  par- 
liament'is  already  employed  on  this  great  objei^.  Eveiy 
detail  of  that  adminiftration  is  under  their  infpeflion,  erer^ 
fa&  will  be  cleared  up,  every  abufe  unveiled,  the  reafons 
c(  them  inquired  into  and  removed.  What  a  fight  to  bQ 
•prefented  to  Europe !  What  an  example  to  be  left  to  pof- 
terity !  The  hand  of  liberty  is  going  to  weigh  the  deiliny 
of  a  whole  people  in  the  fcale  of  juftice. 

Yes,  auguft  legiflators,  ye  will  make  good  our  expe^a- 
tions !  Ye  will  reftore  humanity  to  her  rights,  ye  will  put 
\a  curb  on  avarice,  and  break  the  yoke  of  tyranny.  The 
authority  of  law,  which  is  not  to  be  fliaken,  will  every  where 
take  place  of  an  adminiftration  purely  arbitrary.  At  fight 
of  that  authority,  the  monopolift,  that  tyrant  over  induf- 
try,  will  fo^  ever  difappear.  The  fetters  which  private  in- 
tereft  has  rivetted  on  commerce  ye  will  make  to  give  way 
to  general  advantage. 

You  will  not  confine  yourfelveAo  this  momentary  re- 
formation. You  will  carry  your  views  into' futurity;  you  will 
calculate  the  influence  of  climate,  the  danger  of  circum- 
ftances,  the  contagion  of  example ;  and,  to  (Prevent 
their  eflFefts,  you  will  fele£l  pcrfona  without  connexions^. 

without 
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Without  paffions  to  ^vifit  thefe  diftaiit  Countries  ;  iflti- 
ing  from  the  bofom  of  your  metropolis,  they  are  to  pafs 
through  thefe  provinces  in  order  to  h^ar  complaints,  rec- 
tify abufesy  redrefs  injuries  ^  in  a  word,  to  maintain  and 
reunite  the  ties  of  order  throughout  the  country. 

Br  the  execution  of  this  falutary  plan,  you  will,  with<« 
oiit  doubti  haye  ilone  much  towards  the  happinftfs  of  thef« 
people :  but  not  enough  for  your  own  honour.  One  pre- 
judice you  have  ftiU  %o  conquer,  and  that  vidory  is  wor* 
thy  of  yourfclvcs.  Venture  to  put  your  new  fubjeds  into 
a  fituation  to  enjoy  the  fweets  of  property,  ^Portion  out 
to  them  tho  fields  on  which  they  were  born :  they  will 
learn  to  cultivate  them  for  themfelves.  Attached  to  you  by 
thefe  favours,  more  than  ever  they  were  by  fear,  they 
will  |)ay  with  joy  the  tribute  you  impofe  with  moderation* 
They  will  inftru£l  their  children  to  adore,  and  admire 
your  government ;  and  fucceiBve  generations  will  tran£* 
mit  down  with  their  inheritance,  the  fentiments  of  their 
happinefs  mixed  with  that  of  their  gratitude. 

Then  (hall  the  friepds  of  humanity  applaud  your  fuc- 
cefs ;  they  will  incline  to  hope  they  may  once  more  fee 
profperity  revive  in  a  coimtry  embelliflied  by  nature,  and 
no  longer  ravaged  by  defpotifm.  It  will  be  pleafing  to 
them  to  think  that  the  calamities  which  afflldted  thofe  fer- 
tile countries  are  for  ever  removed  frpm  them.  They  will 
pardon  in  you  thoiie  ufurpations^  which  have  been  only 
for  the  defpoiling  of  tyrants,  and  they  will  invite  you  to) 
new  conquefts,  when  they  fee  the  influence  of  your  fu-* 
blime  conilitution  of  government  extending  itfelf  even  toi 
the  very  extremitiea  of  Afia,  tp  give  birth  to  liberty,  pro^ 
perty  and  happinefs* 


BOOK 


^i  HISTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRAD^ 


BOOK       IV. 

VoyagiSj  SenkmentSj  Wars  and  Trade  cf  the  French 

in  the  Eaft  Indies. 


BOOK  ^TT^HE  ahcient  Gauls,  almoft  always  at  war  with  each 

^_   _    '    ^^1.     X     other,  had  nb  other  intercourfe  together  but  fuch 

Ancient  re-  js  Were  fuitable  to  favage  nations,  whofe  wants  are  al- 

commercc     ways  fcw.     Their  connexions  abroad  were  dill  more  cir- 

in  France,     cumfcribed.      Some     navigators     from    Vannes    carried 

carthen-ware  to  Great  Britain,  where  they  bartered  it  for 

dogs,  (laves,  pewter  and  furs.     Such  of  thefe  articles  as 

they  could  not  difpofe  of  at  home,  were  conveyed  to  Mar- 

feilles,  and  there  exchanged  for  wines,  ftuffs  and  fpice,' 

which  were  brought  thither   by  traders   from    Italy  or 

Greece. 

This  kind  of  traffic  was  not  carried  on  by  all  the  Gauls. 
It  appears  from  Caefar's  account  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Eclgia  had  prohibited  the  importation  of  all  foreign  com- 
modities, as  tending  to  corrupt  their  morals.  The/ 
'thought  their  own  foil  fufficiently  fruitful  to  anfwcr  all 
their  wants.  The  Celtic  and  Aqiiitanian  Gauls  were  not 
fo  flricl.  Their  growing  paffion  for  foreign  commodities, 
which  they  could  be  fupplied.  v»ith  from  the  Mediterra- 
nean, but  which  they  could  not  afford  to  purchafe,  in- 
duced them  to  apply  to  a  kind  of  labour  which  they  haa 
never  thought  of  before :  they  picked  up  all  the  gold 
dufl  that  was  brought  down  with  the  fand  along  the 
ft  ream  of  fcvcral  of  their  rivers. 

Though  the  Romans  had  neither  a  turn  for  trade,  nor 
held^it  in  any  kind  of  ellimation,  tt  necelTarily  increafed  ia 

Gaul, 
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QUul,  after  they  had  fubdued,  and  in  fome  meafure  civi-  BOOK 
'  IV. 

lized  it.    Sea-ports  were  opened  at  Aries,  Narbonne,  Bor- 

deai^x  and  other  places.  Magnificent  roads  were  everywhere 
made,  the  niins  of >  which  we  flill  behold  with  ailoniih- 
ment.  Every  navigable  river  h^d  its  company  of  mer- 
chants, to  whom  confiderable  privileges  were  granted. 
Tfarfe  wiere  callcd^tfi^^j*  and  were  the  agentaand  iprings 
of  a  general  circulation. 

.This  riling  fpirit  was  checked  by  the  inroads  of  the 
Pranks  and  other  barbarous  nations  ;  nor  was  it  reftored 
tQ  its  former  activity,  even  when  thcfe  robbers  had  efla- 
bUihed  themfelves  in  their  conquefls.  To  their  favage^ 
fury  fucceeded  an  unbounded  paflion  for  wealth,  to  gra- 
tify which,  they  had  recourfe  to  every  kind  of  opprefTion. 
Every  boat  that  came  to  a  town  was  to  pay  fo  much  for 
entrance,  fo  much  for  the  falute,  fo  much  for  the  bridge, 
fo  much  for  approaching  the  lliore,  fo  much  for  ancho« 
rage,  fo  much  for  leave  to  unload,  and  fo  much  for  the 
«  ftore-room.  Land  carriages  were  not  more  favourably 
treated,  and  were  expofed  to  the  infufferable  tyranny  of 
cuftom-houfe  officers  who  were  difperfed  all  over  the 
country.  Thefe  excelTcs  were  carried  fo  far,  that  fome* 
times  the  goods  brought  to  market  did  not  fetch* enough  to 
pay  the  preliminary  expences.  A  total  difcouragement 
was  the  necelTary  confequence  of  fuch  enormities. 

Cloystbrs  foon  became  the  only  places  where  induflry 
prevailed,  and  manufactures  were  carried  on.  The  monks 
were  not  then  corrupted  by  idlenefs,  intrigue,  and  dc^ 
bauchery.  Ufeful  labours  filled  up  the  vacancies  of  an 
edifying  and  retired  life.  The  moft  humble  and  robufl 
of  them  fhared  the  toils  of  agriculture  with  their  fervants. 
Thoie  to  whom  nature  had  imparted  lefs  flrength  or  more 
undcrflanding,  applied  themfelves  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  forlorn  and  abandoned  arts.  All  of  them  in  filence 
and   retirement,    were  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  th|tf 

count^j 
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« 

E  O  O  K  countrf^  whore  fubftaiice  tbeir  fucceflprs  ha^e  inceflaatljr 
deroured  and  difhirbcd  its  tranquillity. 

I>AGOBBaT  rouzed  the  fpirit  of  his  countrymen  in  the 
feventh  century*  Pairs  were  opened,  to  which  the  Saxon^ 
flocked  with  tin»  and  lead  from  England;  the  Jews  with 

« 

jewels,  and  gold  or  (ilver  plate;  the  Sclavonians  with  all 
the  metaU  of  the  north ;  traders  from  Lombardy,  Pro* 
vence  and  Spain,  with  the  commodities  of  their  refpec-^ 
tive  countries,  and  thofe  they  received  from  Africa,  Egypt 
and  Syria ;  and  merchants  of  every  province  in  the  king- 
dom, with  whatever  their  foil  and  their  iiidiiftry  afFordedr 
Unfortunately  this  profperity  was  of  a  (hort  duration  ;  it 
difappeared  under  indolent  kings,  but  revived  undei* 
Charlemagne; 

That  prince,  who  might  without  flattery  be  ranked 
with  the  greateil  men  recorded  in  hiftory,  had  he  not  been 
fometimes  influenced  by  fanguinary  fchemes  of  conqueft^ 
and  fullied  with  a£b  of  perfccutxon  and  tyranny;  feemed  td 
follow  the  footfteps  of  thofe  firft  Romans,  who  made  ru«  * 
tsl  labours  a  relaxation  from  the  fatigues  of  war.  He 
applied  himfelf  to  the  care  of  his  vaft  domains,  with  that 
clofenefs  and  ikill  which  would  hardly  be  expe£kd  from 
;  thd  moft  afliduous  man  in  a  private  ftation;  All  the  great 
men  of  the  ftate  followed  his  example,,  and  devoted  them# 
felves  to  hufbandry,  and  to  thofe  arts  which  attend,  or 
are  immediately  connei^ed  with  it.  From  that  period  ^ 
the  French  had  plenty  of  t^eir  own  produ&ions  t6  barter^ 
and  could  with  great  eafe  make  them  circulate  throngh- 
out  the  imiiienle  empire,  which  w^s  then  fubje^t  to  their 
dominion.  ' 

So  flouri(hing  a  fituation  prefented  a  frefh  allurement 
to  the  Normans  to  indulge  the  inclination  they  had  for 
piracy.  Thofe  barbarians,  accuftomed  to  fcek  from  plun- 
der that  wealth  which  their  foil  did  not  afford,  poured  out 
of  their  inhofpitable  climate  in  queft  of  booty.  They 
Wl  upon  ail  the  fea-coafts,  but  moft  eagerly  upon  thofe 

of 
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of  France,  wMch  promifcd  the  richcft  hanreft.  The  ra-  BOOK 
vages  they  committed,  the  cruelties  they  txercifcd,  the 
flames  they  kindled  for  a  whole  century  in  thofe  fertile 
provinces,  .cannot  be  remembered  without  horror.  Dur- 
ing that  fatal  period,  they  were  wholly  taken  up  with  the 
thoughts  of  efcaping  (lavery  or  death.  There  was  no  com- 
inunication  between  the  nations^  and  confequently  no  trade. 
In  the  the  mean-time  the  nobles,  intrufted  with  the 
adminiftration  of  the  provinces,  had  infenfibly  made  them^ 
felves  masters  of  them,  and  had  found  means  to  make 
their  authority  hereditary.  They  had  not,  indeed,  thrown 
ioff  all  dependence  on  the  head  of  the  empire,  but  retuin^ 
ing  the  modeft  appellation  of  vaffals,  they  were  not  much 
lefs  formidable  to  the  ftate  than  the  king  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  its  frontiers.  They  were  confirmed  in  their 
ufurpations  at  the  memorable  sera,  when  the  fcepter  was 
xemoved  from  the  family  of  Charlemagne  to  that  of  the 
.Capets.  From  that  time  there  was  no  more  national  af- 
femblyj  no  tribunals,  no  laws,  no  government.  In  that  fatal 
confttfion  the  fword  ufurped  the  place  of  juftice,  and  the 
free  citizens  were  forced  to  embrace  fervitudc,  to  purchafe 
the  protection  of  a  chief  who  was  ajble  to  defend' them. 

Commerce  could  not  poffibiy  thrive  under  the  fetters  of 
ilavery,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  continual  diAurbances 
Dccafioned  by  the  mod  cruel  anarchy.  Induftry  is  the 
child  of  peace ;  nothing  deprelTes  it  fo  much  as  fervitude% 
Genius  languifhes  when  it  is  not  animated  by  hope  and 
emulation;  and  neither  of  thefe  can  fubfiflf  where  there  is 
no  pr-jperty.  Nothing  is  a  Aronger  recommendation  of 
liberty,  or  more  fully  proves  the  rights  of  mankind, 
than  the  impoi&bUity  of  working  fuccefsfully  to  enrich 
barbarous  mafters. 

SsvBRAt  of  the  kings  4)f  France  entertained  fonle  fufpi^ 

cion  of  this  import-ant  truth ;  they  attempted,  to  ;ibridge 

.the  power  of.  thefe  petty  tyrants,  who,  by.  ruining  thefe 

.unfortunate  vaffals,  kept  up  the  qalamities  of  the  nlq- 

^Darchy,     St.  Lewis  was  the  firft  who  introduced  trade  into 

Vol.  I.  '       C  c  the 
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BOOK  the  fyitem  of  government.  Before  his  time  it  was  only  the 
work  of  chance  and  circumftances.  He  brought  itunder  the 
regulation  of  dated  laws>  and  he  himfeif  drew  up  ftatutes^ 
which  have  {erv«d  as  a  model  for  thofc  that  hanre  fince  beea 

cna£ted« 

These  firft  fteps  led  tbe  way  to  meafores  of  greater  im- 
portance. The  old  law,  which*  forbad  the  exportation  of 
all  produAions  of  the  kingdom*,  was  ftill  in  force,  and' 
agriculture  was  difcouraged  by  this  abfurd  prohibitionr* 
The  wife  monarch  removed  thcie  fatal  impediments ;  ex- 
pe^ng,  not  without  rcalbn,  that  a  free  exportation  would 
reliore  to  the  nation  thofe  treafures  which  his  impradent 
oxpedition-  had  laviflied. 

Some  political  events  fecotided  tfaefe  Mntary  viewv. 
iKefore  the  reign  of  St.  Lewis,  the  kings  had  but  few  ports 
en  the  ocean,  and  none  on  the  Mediterranean.  The 
northern  coafts  were  divided  between  the  Counts  of  Flan« 
ders  and  theDukes  of  Burgundy, Normandy,  and  B^etagnr; 
the  reft  bdonged  to  the  EngliCh.  The  fouthern  eoafts  were 
pofi'efled  by  the  Counts  of  Touloufe,  and  the  Kings  of 
Majorca,.  ArragOB,  and  Caffile.  By  this  repartition,  the 
inland  provinces  had  Httle  or  no  communication  with  the 
foreign  markets.  The  union  of  the  county  of  Touloufe 
with  the  crown  removed,  this  great  obllaqle,  at  Icaft  for 
that  part  of  the  French  territory. 

Philip,  the  fon  of  S.  Lewis,  defirouf  of  improving  this 
kind  of  conqueft,  endeavoured  to  draw  to  Niimes^  a  dty 
iinder  his  jurifdi£bon,  part  of  the  tmde  carried  on  at  Mont« 
pellier  which  beloi\ged  to  the  kiag'of  Arragon*  The  prs* 
viieges  he  granted  produced  the  defirwl  effeftr  hut-it  was 
foon  found  to  be  an  objeft  of  litde  fConfeqUeiiQe.  Tlie;  Ita- 
lians fupplied  the  kingdom  with  fplocs;  perfumed,  fii^, 
Wd  all  the  rich  (btffs  of  the  EaiL  The  acts  had  not  itUHi« 
^ch  progt«£s  in  France  as  to  afford  their  own  miunifiiduM 
in  exchange;  and  the  produce  of  agricnlture  wae  not  Mm* 
eient  to  defray  fo ^maay  articles  ef  luxai^.  So  dear  ^ 
I  confumptiev 
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cohfumptipn  could  ortly  be  fupjpart^d  by  ready  money,  and  BOOK 
there  was  btit  little  in  the  kingdom,  efpecially  fince  the 
Cndatfe^>  though  France  was  ftot  fb  poor  as  moft  of  the 
other  Eibropean  nations'* 

Philip;  furnamed  le  Jkil,  was  ftnfible  of  thefe  truths  $ 
he  found  means'  to  improve  aj^riculture,  fo  as  to  anfwer 
the  demands  of  foreign  importations,  and  thefe  he  reduced 
by  eftablBhiftg  new  n^anufafhires^^  and  improving'  the  old 
ones:.  Under  this  reign  the  minifhy  iirft  undertook  to 
^gutde  the  hand  of  the  artift,  and  to  dire&  his  labours. 
The  breadth,  the  qi^ity;  and  the  dreffing  of  the  cloths 
Was  fixed ;  the  exportation  of  wool  was  prohibited ;  which 
the  neighbouring  natloils  came  to  purchafe,  in  order  to 
manufa&ure  it.  Thefe  were  the  beft  meafures  that  could 
be  taken  in  thofe  tibies  of  ignorance. 

Sivtu  that  |>eriod  the  arts  advanced  in  their  progrefs  In 
proportion  to  the  decay  of  feudal  tyranny.  The  French, 
iiowever,  did  not  begin  to  form  their  tafte  till  the  time  of 
their  expeditions  itato  Italy;  They  were  dazzled  with  a  thoU- 
fand  new  ofajedk  that  prefented  themfelves  at  GenoafVenice, 
auid  Florence:  The  ftrianeft  obferved  by^  Anne  of  Br6- 
tagne»  under  the  retgns  of  Charles  Vill.  and  Lewis  XII,  at 
.firft  reftrained  the  Gon(^uerori  from  giving  full  fcope  to 
their,  pri^nfity  folt  imiution ;  but  no  iboner  had  Fhmcis  I. 
tailed  up  the  women  t6  court,  no  fooner  had  Catharine  of 
Medicis  crpffed  the  Alps,  than  the  great  aftded  an  ele- 
gsnoe  imknbwn  btforr,  fince  the  Srft  foundation  of  the 
fe&ofiailclty;  The  whole  nation  was  led  by  this  alluring  ex- 
iBfipletdf  luxury,  land  the  improvement  of  the  manufac-i 
cures  nms.'the  naturd  cohfequence. 
^  9K(ni  Hewy  Uv  to  Heitiy  IVi  the  civil  wars,  the  un- 
lit);ipy.di^ons  of r  religion,  the  ignorance  of  government, 
the  .^idtt,  of  finance  which  began  to  have  its  influence  in 
die  'cottnciii .  the  basbarous  and  devouring  avarice  of  men  in 
b«fitie6  eaeeuraged  by  the  proteAion  they  enjoyed ;  all 
kheiEb  Ibveral  caufcs  retanfed  the  pmgrefs  of  induilry,  but 

C  c  2  could 
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could  never  deftroy  it«    It  revived  widi  frdb  (ptendour 

under  the  frugal  adminiftration  of  Sully,   it  wasr  almeft  ex- 

tinguiihed  uad^r  thofe  of  Richelieu  and  Maxariae,  both 

governed  by  the  farmers  of  the  revenue ;  one  wholly  taken 

up  with  his  ambition  for  empire  and  his  fpirit  of  revenge* 

the  other  with  intrigue  and  plunder^ 

Firftvoy-         No  king  of  France  had  ever  ferioufly  confidcred  the  ad- 

Frenchto    ^^ntagcs  that  might  accrue  from  a  trade  to  India*  nor 

the  Eaft       iiad  the  emulation  of  the  French  been  roufed  by  the  luftue 

which  other  nations  derived  from  it.     They  confumed 

snore  eaftem  produdions  than  any  other  nation;  they 

.were  as  favourably  fituated  for  fetching  them  from  the  firft 

hand ;  and  yet  they  were  content  to  pay  to  foreign  in- 

duftry  what  their  own  might  as  well  have  Ihared, 

So  MB  merchants  of  Rouen  had  ventured,  indeed,  in 
1$5S«  upon  a  fmall  armament ;  but  Genonville,  who  com- 
manded the  expedition,  met  with  violent  ftorms  at'  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  was  caft  upon  unknown  lands*  and 
with  much  difficulty  got  back  to  Europe. 

In  1601  a  fociety  formed  in  Bretagnc  fitted  out  two  flupt, 
to  endeavour  to  get  a  ihare,  if  pofiible;,  of  the  riches  of 
the  Eaft,  which  the  Portuguefe,  the  EngUih,  and  the 
.  Dutch,  were  contending  for.  Pyrard,  who  commanded 
thefe  ihips,  arrived  at  the  Maldivia  iilands,  and  did  not 
return  to  hts  own  country  till  after  an  unfortunate  navi- 

•  gation  of  ten  years. 

A  Niw  company,  headed  by  one  Girard,  a  native  of 
.  Flanders,  fitted  out  fome  fhips  from  Normandy  for  the 

•  ifland  of  Java,  in  16 16  and  1619.  They  returned  with 
cargoes  fufiicient  to  defray  the  adventurers,  but  not  enough 
to  encourage  them  to  any  frefh  undertakings.     . 

Captain  Reginon,  upon  the  expiration  of  this  fruitlefs 
grant  in  163  3 «  prevailed  upon  fome  merchants  of  Dieppe 
two  years  after,  to  enter  upon  a  track  which  might  be; 
produdive  of  great  riches,  if  properly  purfued.  Fortune 
baffled  the  endeavours  of  the  new  adventurers.  The  only 
z  advantage 
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advantage  gained  by  thefe  repeated  expeditions  was  the  BOOK 
high  opinion  that  was  conceived  of  the  ifis^nd  of  Madagaf- 
>car,  difcovered  by  the  Portuguefe  in  1506. 

This  gave  rife  to  a  company  in  1642^^  which  was  to 
make  a  con dderaUe  Settlement  on  that  iAand^  to  fecure  to 
their  ihips  the  necefTary  helps  for  failing  further. 

Upon  a  furvey  of  the  iflaud,  it  was  found  to  be  fituated  Settlement 
along  the  eaflern  coaft  of  Africa ;  that  it  -was  three  hun-  French  m 
dred  and  thirty-fix  leagues  long,  and  ohe  hundred  and  Madagaf- 
twenty  broad  in  the  wideft  part,  and  about  eight  hundred  .fcription'of 
in  circumference.    By  whatever  wind  a  fhip  is  brought  i^aJ:  iA*^"**- 
there,  nothing  but  dreary  and  barren  fands  are  to  be  feen ;  > 
but  at  a  greater  diftance  from  the  ihore  the  foil  is  fome-  r 
times  black,  fometimes  reddi(b»  moftly  fruit&d»  and  every  -. 
where  watered  by  a  great  number  of  rivers.     Vegetation  • 
is  here  very  quick,   and  requires  little  labour  i   nature 
jproduces  rice,    potatoes,  bananas,   pine-apples,    indigo., 
hemp,  cotton,  fiik,  fugar,  palm-trees,  cocoa-trees^  orango- 
trees,   gum-trees,   and  woods  fit  for  building,  and  for 
every  art.     The  paftures  arc  excellent,  and  arc  covered 
with  oxen  of  the  largefl  kind,  and  iheep  exa^ly  refeni'*, 
bling  tho&  of  Barbary. 

TuR  ifland  of  Madagafcar  is  divided  into  a  great  many 
provinces ;  each  of  them  has  a  chief  called  Dian,  which, 
anfwers  to  the  word  Lord.  All  the  enfigns  of  his  dignity 
are  his  iiaves  and  his  flocks*  His  place  is  hereditary,  but» 
io  default  of  heirs,  it  devolves  upon  the  oldeil  of  his  dele- 
gates. His  council  is  compofed  of  fome  of  fuch  magiftrates 
^  he  mak^s  choice  o^  and  the  reft,  which  is  the  greateft 
number,  refide  inHhe  villages  to  preferve  peace,  and  admi- 
Xkifter  juftice.  He  can  neither  declare  war  without  their 
conftnt,  nor  fupport  it  without  the  voluntary  contributions 
smd'  adual  alfiftance  of  his  people.  . 
•  SvcB  is  the  general  form  of  government  in  the  ifland.; 
tlid  prorince  of  Anoffi  alone  differs  firom  it^  living  b^en 
poflbfled  by  thse  Axabs  for  feveral  centuries  pail,    -Though 

C  c  3  few 
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few  in  number^  they  foon  became  the  ftrongeft,  a^d  ^ 
vided  the  country  into  twenty-two  diftri£tsy  esfch  of  lYhicli^ 
had  a  mafter  of  their  own  nation*  to  whoxp  they  gave  the^ 
pame  of  Boandrian,  or  clefcendaot  pf  Abraham.'  Thefe 
petty  ibvereigns  are  continually  at  war  with  each  other, 
i>ut  never  fail  to.  unite  againft  the  other  .princes  of  Mada- 
gafcar,  who  hold  them  in  deteftation,  as  being  foreigners 
and  ufurpers.  This  is  o^  all  the  ifland  that  part  which  is 
the  moft  deftitute  of  morals^  adivity,  induftry  and  bravery, 
becaufe  it  is  the  bnly  one  where  there  is  no,  liberty. 

Some  of  the  French  fettled  at  Fort  Dauphin  in  the 
country  of  Anofli,  bave  lately  in  their  excurfions  difco- 
▼ered  a  new  race  of  men.  called  K^mos.  the  talleft  of  whom 
are  not  above  four  feet  high.  They  inhabit  a.bout  forty 
yillages  in  the  interior  parts,  on  the  north- weft  fide  of  the 
ifland.  They  are  (aid  to  be  more  Qiiiichievou;  than  their, 
neighbours,  and,  what  appears  very  extraordinary,  not  fa 
cowardly.  They  never  ftir  out  of  their  mqimtains,  nor 
ftiflFef  aiiy  one  to'  penetrate  into  them. 

Thb  other  inhabitants  of  Madagafcar  are  tall,  nimble, 
and  of  a  haughty  countenance.  They  will  ma^  a  deep! 
defign,  or  a  ftrong  paffion  under  a  fn^ilinj;  face,  as  art-^ 
fully  as  any  knave  in  a  civilized  nation*  They  are  igno- 
rant of  the  origin  of  their  laws,  but  obfervc  them  with 
great  uniformity.  The  olcl  men,  who  are  intrufted  with 
the  care  of  enforcing  them,  never  take  any  fee  for  the 
trial  of  a  criminal,  arid  think  thfemfelves  fufHciently  re* 
warded  if  they  can  rid  their  country  of  a  malefaftof.  Ii; 
civil  caufes  tVe  parties  bring  them  fo'many  head  of  cattle, 
in  proportion  to'  the  importance  of  the  affi^ir. 

Thb  oflfence  that  is  moft  frequently  brought  before  thefe 

magiftrates  is  theft.  Though*  it  is  cuftoqiary  to  bore  the 

hand  of  the  thief,  thefe  people  have  a  univctfalpropenfity  to 

robbery.  "The  ifthabitants,  ever  afraid  for  their  property, 

live  in  continual  miftruft  of  each  other.    For  their  mutuld 

Security  they  feal  their  engagements  with  the  moft  (blemn 

paths  ^ 
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«ath<.  They  are  fo  accuftomed  to  thefe  formalities,  that  B 
they  pradife  them  even  when  they  treat  with  Europeans* 
On  thefe  important  occaiions,  he  who  reprefents  the  na- 
tion puts  into  a  veflel  filled  with  brandy,  gold,  filver, 
gun-fiintf  if  poflible  fome  of  the  duft  of  the  tomb  of  his 
anceftorsy  and  frequently  blood,  which,  after  the  manner 
•f  the  ancient  Scythians,  the  parties  draw  out  of  their  own 
arms  by  incifion.  During  thefe  preparatives,  their  wea- 
pons are  laid  on  the  ground  in  the  form  of  a  crofs.  Soon 
after,  both  parties  pick  th^m  up,  and  hold  them  with  the 
point  in  the  cup,  constantly  ftirring  the  contents  till  the 
agreement  is  made.  Then  the  contracting  parties,  the 
witneQes,^  and  the  fpedators,  all  drink. out  of  the  cup 
till  it  is  empty,  after  which  they  embrace  and  withdraw. 

Rbligiovs  principles  are  no  check  upon  the  people  of 
Madagafcar.  Though  in  general  they  admit  the  prevail- 
ing dodrine  of  the  two  principles,  they  have  but  a  con* 
fufed  notion  of  it,  nor  have  they  any  worfliip  whatever. 
Notwithftanding  this  indifference,  they  are  addided  to 
every  kind  of  fuperftition.  In  their  uncouth  notions  of 
astrology  they  iee  nothing,  nor  imagine  any  thing,  but 
what  they  connect  with  futurity, 

Thb  moft  dangerous  of  all  their  prejudices  is,  doubtlefs, 
the  diftindion  between  lucky  and  unlucky  days.  They 
inhumanely  put  to  death  all  children  born  under  the  un- 
lucky  day.  This  deftrudive  principle  is  one  caufe  among 
many  others  which  prevents  the  population  of  this  country. 

Thosb  who  do  not  fall  vidims  to  this  cruel  fuperftiiion 
are  circun^cifed  at  the  age  of  two  years,  or  twenty-four 
moons,  as  they  exprefs  it.  The  ceremony  is  performed 
with  all  poflible  folemnity.  While  the  operation  is  pep- 
forming,  one  pf  the  child's  parents  holds  a  cup  under  the 
facred  knife;  and  the  moft  diftinguilbed  of  the  uncles 
fwallows  the  part  of  the  prepuce  that  has  been  cut  off. 
The  reft  of  the  family,  and  the  by-ftanders,  dip  a  finger 
into  the  blftod,  and  tafte  it.     Thefe  fin^ular  myOeries 
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BOOK  are  concluded  with  feftivity,  danciqg,  ^nd  pleafures  of  all 
kinds. 

The  people  of  Madagafcar  nev^r  receive  aoy  kind  of 
education,  and  marry  as  foon  as  they  attain  to  the  fiate  6f 
inanhood*  .  A  man  of  the  Jower  fort,  even  a  flave,  taJLes 
as  many  wives  as  he  pleafes,  or  as  many  as  he  can  find* 
The  better  fort  have  but  one  lawful  wife,  but,  in  order  to 
vary  their  pleafures,  they  keep  concubines.  They  all  put 
away  their  wives  whenever  they  dillike  theni»  and  both  par* 
ties  are  at  full  liberty  to  marry  again,  or  to  remain  iingle* 

The  people  of  Madagafcar  lead  an  idle  and  diifolute 
life,  and  feldom  arrive  at  old  'age.  An  uuwholefome  di* 
mate,  bad  food,  confiant  debauchery,  the  want  pf  proper 
aififlance,  together  with  other  caufes,  concur  to  hailea 
their  end.  When  ^  man  dies,  the  whole  neighbom'hood 
is  apprized  of  it  by  lamentations,  expreifed  in  an  iqceffauf 
mournful  finging.  The  relations  meet,  and  partake  of 
the  moft  profufe  entertainments,  whilil  the  moft  affec* 
tionate  of  the  Haves  keeps  aiking  the  deceaied,  '^  What 
'*  could  irlduce  him  to  quit  all  that  v^as  dear  to  him.'* 
After  eight  days  the  corpfc  is  buried  with  his  choiceft 
jewels;  nor  is  he  then  forgotten.  The  refped  for  an^ 
ceflors  is  iiicredible  in  thofe  barbarous  regions*  It  is  no. 
uncommon  thing  to  fee  men  of  aU  ages  go  and  weep  over 
the  tombs  of  their  fathers,  and  aik  their  adyice  in  the 
moft  important  occurrences  of  life. 

Thb  common  food  of  the  inhabitants  of  Madagafcar  is 
rice,  which  multiplies  a  hundred  fold,  in  fpite  of  the  worft 
of  cultiu'e.  Their  drink  is  a  kind  of  mead,  and  wine 
made  with  fugar  and  banana.  Their  greateft  finery  is  a  piece 
of  cloth  over  their  fhoulders,  and  another  round  their  waift. 

Madagascar  had  been  vifited  by  the  Portuguefe,  the 
Dutch,  and  the  Englifh,  who  had  defpifed  it,  finding  none 
of  thofe  objeds  which  brought  them  to  the  Eaft.  The 
French,  who  feemed  to  have  no  determinate  objeft  in 
Yicw,  fpent  that  capital  the^  had  referved  for  the  purpose 

'  of 
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of  tradej  in  fcbdttiPg  the  ifland.    They  found  fome  gold  B  O  o  IC 
fpattei'od  in  one  corner  of  the  ifland,  and  diredly  concluded 
there  muft  be  gold  mines,  never  fufpeding  that  it  might 
have  been  brpus^t  thither  by  the  Arabs.    They  were  pu* 

I 

nifheci  for  their  greedinefs  by  the  lofs  of  their  whole  ftock. 
At  the  expiration  of  their  grant  they  had  nothing  left  but 
a  few  tenements^  lituated  in  five  or  fix  dl^rent  parts  of 
the  coaft  built  of  boards  cohered  with  leaves,  furrounded 
with  ft^es,  and  decorated  with  the  pompous  name 'of 
fortsi  becaufc'th^  mounted  a  few  bad  pieces  of  cannon. 
Their  defenders  werc'reduced  to  about  a  hundred  robbers, 
who,  by  their  cruelties,  daily  increafod  the  hatred  con- 
ceived againft  their  nation.  The  whole  of  their  cQnqueft9 
amounted  to  a  few  fmall  diftri^s,  forfaken  by  the  natives, 
and  fome  few  larger  cantons,  from  whence  they  forcibly 
^xtoi'ted  a  tdbute  of  provifions. 

Marshal  de  la  .Meilleraie  feized  upon  thefe  ruins,  and  * 
conceived  tht  proje^  of  reftoring  this  ill-condu6ted  under- 
taking  for  his  own  private  emolument.     His  fuccefs  was 
(q  indifferent,  that  his  property  fold  but  for  20,000  livresa, 
which  was  full  as  much  as  it  was  worth. 

At  laft;  in  1664,  ColberC  prefcnted  to  Lewis  XIV.  a 
plan  for  an  Eaft  India  Company.     Agriculture  was  then 
lb  flourifhing  in  France,  and  induftry  (6  brifk,  that  this 
.  branch  of  commerce  fecmed'to  be  needlefs.    The  minifter 
was  of  a  different  opinion ;  he  foycfaw  that  the*  other 
European  nations-  would  follow'  his  example,  and  fet  up 
tnanufa^ures  of  their  own,  and  would  have  their  Eaftern 
connexions  befides,    This  was  con  fide  red  as  a  very  deep 
thought,  and  an*  Eaft  India  Company  was  accordingly 
created,  vefted  with  all  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  the  Dutch 
Eaft  India  Company.    They  even  went  further,    Colbert, 
'^onfidering  that  in  order  to  carry  on  great  commercial  un- 
dertakings, there  muft  always  be  a  certain  confidence  in  Re- 
publics, which  cannot  be  cxpeSe'd  in  Monarchies,  had  re- 
tp9m'f(j  to  eyery  expedient  that  could  produce  it. 

Tna, 
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Thb  charter  was  granted  for  fifty  years,  that  the  com*  «  j 

pany  might  be  encouraged  to  form  great  fettlemeQti,  with 
fi  profped  of  reaping  the  fruits  of  them. 

All  foreigners  advancing  20,000  liirres  S  were  to  be 
deemed  Frenchmen,  without  being  naturalized. 

On  the  like  terms,  offiicers,  whatever  corps  theybe«>  )| 

longed  to,  were  cxcufed  from  refidence,  without  forfeit-- 
ing  the  rights  of  their  poft,  or  their  pay.  *  • 

Whatevbr  was  wanted  for  the  building,' arming  or  vic- 
tualKng  of  the  ihips,  was  to  be  entered  duty  free»  and  be 
i:xcuied  all  duties  to  the  admiralty* 

Thb  government  engaged  to  pay  fifty  livres  ^  per  ton  | 

for  all  goods  exported  from  France  to  India,    and  fe«  { 

^enty-five  livres  ^  for  every  ton  imported  from  tfaenoe.  T 

Tu£  government  entered  into  engagements  tp  convoy 
their  outward  and  hpipeward  bound  (hips,  with  as  ftrong 
^  fquadrpn  as  Mcigendes  ihould  require* 

Thb  reigning  paiSon  of  the  nation  was  made  fub(er<* 
yient  tothis  eftablifhment.  Spi^^^l  honours  and  heredi<« 
tary  titles  were  promifed  to  fuch  as  ihould  diftinguiib  thenw 
felves  in  the  fervice  of  the  company* 

As  trade  was  yet  in  its  infancy  in  France,  and.  was  nn* 
fible  to  furniih  th<  fifteen  mtUipns  4  that  were  to  confti? 
tute  the  flock  of  the  new  fociety,  the  mini^ry  engaged 
to  lend  as  far  as  three  millions  ^.  The  nobl^s^  t)ie  ma? 
giftrates,  all  orders  of  men  ^ere  invited  to  fliare  the  lielL  ^ 
The  nation,  proud  to  pleafe  their  king,  who  had  not  ye( 
prufhed  them  with  the  wejght  of  his^dfe  greatncfs^  cam^ 
into  the  propofal  with  gr^at  eagecn^fs. 

The  perfifling  in  the  refolution  of  forming  a  fettlemcAt 
at  Madagafcar  deprived  the  company  of  the  benefit  pf 
the  firft  voyage.  They  were  at  length  obliged  torelin^ 
quiih  th^t  ifland,  whofe  fayage  and  unconquerable  inh%^ 

•  875 1.  *  al  3$.  9d.  •  3I.  5$.  yd.  J. 
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^kants  could  not  be  reconcIle<f  either  to  the  commodities,  *  ®  ^  *^ 
fhe  worfhip^  or  the  manners  of  Europe.  -^  '~j~i-jf 

At  that  period  it  was,  that  the  company's  (hips  began 
to  ikil  dire^y  to  India.  By  the  intrigues  of  Marcara^  a 
native  of  Ifpahan,  but  in  the  French  femce,  they  obtained 
leave  to  eftablilh  fa^ories  on  feveral  places  on  the  coaft 
of  the  peninfula.  They  even  attempted  to  feeure  a  ihare 
of  the  Japan  trade.  .  Colbert  offered  to  iend  non^  but  pro* 
teftants,  but  by  the  artifices  of  the  Dutch>  the  French  were 
denied  an  entrance  itito  that  qnipire»  as  the  EngUfh  had 
been  before. 

Sua  AT  had  been  pitched  upon  for  the  center  of  all  the  TheFrtncl^ 
bufinefif  which  the  company  was  to  carry  on  in  thofe  parts.  ^^  ^^^  "* 
It  was  from  that  qapitalof  Guzarat  that  all  orders  were  of  their 
to  be  iflued  out  for  the  fufaaltern  fettlements.    There  all  count  of  ih« 
goods  defined  for  Europe  were  to  be  brought.  .  famoos  city, 

GvzARAT  forms  a  poniniiila  between  the  Indus  and  pfovioctof 
Malabar.     It  is  about  one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  in  ^°P^^^'.'^ 

^  which  It  M 

lengthy  and  much  the  &me  in  bi^dth.    It  is  feparated  £cui^  ' 

from  the  kingdom  of  Agrt  by  the  mountains  of  Marva* 

Jt  rains  there  inceffaptly  from  Jpne  to  September }  at  all 

other  times,  fcarce  a  cloud  is  to  be  feen*    The  burning 

heat -of  the  fup,  however,  is  happily  tempered  by  refreih- 

ing  dews,  which  cool  the  air  and  mpiften  the  ground. 

The  ricbnefs  of  a  foil  abounding  in  corn,  rice,  fugar,  cotf 

ton,  cattle,  game,  fruits  of  all  kinds  in  an  uninterrupted 

fucceflion,  added  to  variety  of  important  manufactures, 

yms  fuffictent  for  the  happiiiefs  of  the  inhabitants  $  when^ 

in  the  beginning  oi  the  eighth  century,  ilrangers  came 

and  intr^^ced  new  branches  of  induftry.  among  them. 

*  Some  Perfians,  who  were  perfecut^d  foe  their  opinions 

by  the  S%u:acen8  their  conquerors,  took  refuge  in  the  ifle, 

pf  Ormus,  whence  they  £iiled  fome  time  after  for  India, 

and  landed  at  Diu.     In  this  afylum  they  continued  but 

fimeteen  years,  and  then  embarked  again.    They  were 

driven  by  the  winds  upon  a  pleafaut  ihore  between  Da* 


maa 
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BOOK  man  and  Bafaim*  The  prince  who  governed  that  coun* 
try^  confented  to  admit  them  amongft  his  fubjeds,  on 
conditton  that  they  (hould  reveal  the  myfteries  of  their 
belief,  that  they/ihould  lay  down  their  arms,  that  they 
Ihould  ipeak  the  Indian  language,  that  their  women 
ihonid  go  abroad  unveiled,  and  that  they  ffliould  cele- 
brate their  nuptials  at  the  clofe  of  the  evening,  according 
to  the  cuftom  of  the  country.  As  thefe  ftipulations  con- 
tained nothing  repugnant  to  their  religious  notions,  the 
people  who  fled  there  for  protection  agreed  to  them.  A 
piece  of  ground  was  allotted  them,  where  they  built  a  town, . 
whence  they  foon  fpread  farther  up  the  counrry. 

A  HAPPY  neceHity  had  made  them  contrad  a  habit  of 
labour,  fo  that  both  the  lands  and  the  manufadures  prof* 
pered  in  their  hands.  They  were  fo  wife  as  not  to  inter*. 
fere  with  government  or  war,  and  enjoyed  profound  tran*^ 
quiUity  in  the  midlt  of  all  the  revolutions  that  happened 
from  time ,  to  time.  In  confequetice  of  this  circumfpec* 
tion,  and  of  the  affluence  in  which  they  lived,  they  rouU. 
tiplied  very  iai(^.  They  always  remained  u  feparate  people* 
diftingaiflied  by  the  name  of  Parfis,  never  intermarrying 
with  the  Indians^  and  adhering  to  the  principles  which 
had  occafioned  their  baniihment.  Their  tenets  were 
thofe  of  Zoroafter,  fomewhat  altered  by  time,  ignorance, 
and  the  rapacioufnefs  of  the  priefts. 

The  profperity  of  vGuzarat,  >partly  owing  to  the  ex« 
iled  Perfians,  excited  the  ambition  of  two.  fornlidaUe 
powers.  Whilft  the  Portuguefe  annoyed  it  by  the  fea  fide 
by  the  ravages  they  committed,  by  the  vidories  they 
gained,  and  by  the.  conqucfl:  of  Diu  jnttly  efteetned  the 
bulwark  of  the  kingdom ;  the  Moguls,  already  mafters  of 
the  north  of  India,  and  eager  to  advance  towards  the 
fouthern  parts  where  trade  and  riches  were  tabe  found, 
threatened  it  from  the  continent. 

Bai>ur,  a  Pa  tan  by  birth,  who  then  reigned  over  Gn- 
zarat>  faw.liow  impoflible  it  would  be  for  hijn  at  once  to 

withftand 
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<witbftaad  two  fuck  enemies,  both  bent  upon  tus  deftruc-  BOOK 
tion.  He  thought  he  had  leis  to  fear  from  a  people  whofe 
forces  were  parted  from  their  dominions  by  immenfe  feas, 
•than  ^iirom  a  nation  firmly  &ttled  on  the  frontiers  of  his 
provinces*  This  coniideration  made  him  determine  to 
befriends  with  the  Porcuguefe.  The  concellions  he  made 
them  even  induced  them  to  join  with  him  againft  Akebar» 
whofe  aj^vity  aUd  courage  they  dreaded  little  lefs  than 
himfelf. 

This  alliance  difconcerted  men  who  thought  they  had 
only  Indians  to  deal  with.  They  could  not  think  of  en- 
gaging with  Europeans,  who  were  reputed  invincible. 
The  natives,  not  yet  recovered  from  the  conftecnation 
into  whkh  thefe  conquer9rs  had  thrpwn  thepi,  reprefented 
them  to  the  Mogul  foldiers  as  men  come  down  from  hea- 
ven, or  rifen  from  the  waters,  of  a  fpecies  inHnitely  fupe- 
fior  to  the  Afiatics,  and  far  furpalTing  them  in  valour^ 
genius  and  luio>vledge.  The  army  feized  with  a  panic, 
was  urging  the  generals  to  ntarch  back  to  Delhi,  when 
Akejiar,  convinced  that  a  prince  who  undertakes  a  great 
conqueft  mud  command  his  own  troops,  hailened  to  his 
Camp*  He  did  not  hefitate  to  promife  his  troops  that 
they  ihouldbeat  a  people  enervated  by  luxury,  riches,  plea- 
fures,  and  the  heat  of  the  climate ;  and  that  the  glory  of 
purging  Aiia  of  that  handful  of  banditti  was  referved  for 
them.  The  lumy,  in  frefh  ipirits,  applauded  the  emperor 
and  mar ch^  on  with  confidence.  They  foon  came  to  an 
engagement )  the  Portuguefe,  ill  feconded  by  their  allies, 
were  furrounded  and  cut  to  pieces.  Badur  fled,  and  dift 
appeared  for  ever.  All  the  cities  of  Guzarat  hailened  to 
open  their  gates  to  the  conqueror.  This  fine  kingdom 
in  1565,  became  a  province  of  that  vaft  empire  which 
was  foon  to   invade  all  Indoftan. 

Under  the  Mogul  government,  which  was  then  in  ita 
full  glory,  Guzarat  enjoyed  more  tranquillity  than  before. 
The  manufa^ures  w^re .  multiplied   at  Cambaya,  Ama- 

dabat. 
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il  6  6  K  daban  Brdidbhia,  anci  feveral  other  places.  New  oiii!t 
were  fet  up  in  thofe  towttk  which  lirere  yet  tmicqaaintefl 
#ith  this  induftry>  The  tultttre  of  lands  iras  improverf; 
and  their  prbdndions  increafed.  That  part  6f  Malabar 
Whilih  borders  upon  Gtizarat,  long  finds  tiied  of  the  Im- 
poiitions  of  the  Portuguefe^  brought  their  lineii  cloths 
thither.  Tlie  goods  nianiifaAQr^  on  the  banks  of  the 
Indus  werfe  Hkewife  fent  to  this  country,  as  they  coolA 
not  conveniently  be  conveyed  down  the  river,  as  the  ftream 
is  too  rapid  above  to  land  them»  and  bielow,  the  waten^ 
difchargb  into  the  fte  by  fo  tnany  ftreams,  that  they  astik  ^ 

a  tnannbr  loft  in  the  fands. 

All  thefe  riches  centered  at  Sunt,  ivhicH  ftahdi  on 
the  river  Taptaj  a  few  miles  from  the  ocean.  This  city 
was  indebted  for  this  advantlige  {o  a  fort,  which  protefteil  \ 

the  merchants^  and  to  its  hartionry  the  heft  on  that  coaif,  | 

tfaongfa  not  an  excellent  one.  The  Mpguli;  who  haS 
then  Ho  other  maritime  town,  drew  all  their  articles  df 
luxury  from  thence,  and  th^  Europeans  irho  had  hot  yet 
any  of  the  great  fettleitiehts  th^have  iince  made  at  Bengal 
and  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandei,  bought  moft  of  thefa* 
Indian  commodities  at  that  ]4ace.    They  were  all  coBefted 

m 

there,  as  the  people  of  Surat  had  taken  care  to  procure 
a  navy  iiiperior  to  that  of  thdr  neighbours. 

THBia  ihips,  T^hieh  lafted  forages,  were  fer  Che  moft 
part  of  a  thoufand  or  twelve  hundred  tonsbutthen.'»Th#f' 
ivere  built  of  a  very  ftrong  wood  called  Tealu  Rv  from 
launching  tbem  with  a  cofliy  apparatus  andooniiplicated  to^ 
gtnes^  theyietin  the  tide  into  tiie^dockyaiiditi^tiieflir 
*float;  The  cordage  was  ma^e  of  the  bark  of  t^  eoboiu 
tree;  they  werer^oug'h^r  and  left  pyabiethanottri^hutattlsftft 
as  Midi  Their  cotton  fails  were  neither  fi>  ftfong  n«Dii>. 
lading  as  our  heiBpen  ones,-  but  more  pliable  asd  krfs  ^ 
to  fpHt.  Inftead  of  pitch,  they  made  ufe  of  the  gwn  of 
a  tree  called  Damar,  which  is,  perlmp$«  bett«r«  The  fkSH 
of  their  oftcers,  though  but  moderate,  was  ftifficient  fdr 

thofe 
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thofe  feas  and  thofe  feafdhs  in  which  th^y  failed.  As  to  B  OO  K. 
their  fiulorsy  called  Lafcars*  the  Europeans  have  found 
them  good  ones  for  their  voyages  from  one  part  of 
India  to  another*  They  have  even  been  employed  fuo 
ceisfttlly  in  bringing  home  into  our  fiormy  latitudes  fuch 
ihips  as  bad  loft  tbeir  crew* 

So  many  united  advantages  had  brought  to  Surat  a 
great  concourfe  of  Moguls,  Indians,  Perfians,  Arabs,  Af-, 
meniansy  Jews  and  Europeans.  We  hardly  fufpeded  that 
there  was  fuch  a  thing  as  commercial  principles,  and  they 
werealready  known  and  pranced  in  this  part  of  Afia.  The 
value  of  money  was  very  low^  and  it  was  eafily  obtained; 
and  bilk  of  ^change  might  be  had  for  every  market  in  In* 
dia.  Infinranoes  for  the  moft  diftant  navigations  were  much 
in  vogoB*  Such  was  the  faonefty  of  thefe  traders,  ^t  bags 
of  money  ticketed  and  fealed  by  the  bankers  would  circulate 
for  years,  without  ever  being  counted  or  weighed.  Fortunes 
were  proportionable  to  the  eafe  with  which  they  were  to  be 
acquired  by  induibry.  TJiofe  of  five  or  fix  millions  >  were 
not  uncommon;  and  fome  were  even  more  confiderable« 

Thbsb  fortunes  were  moftly  poflelfed  by  the  Banians^ 
a  fet  of  traders  who  were  noted  for  their  honefty.  A  few 
moments  were  enough  for  them  to  tranfaft  the  moft  im-' 
portant  bufmeis.  In  the  moft  intricate  difcufiions,  they 
preferved  an  evennefs  of  temper  and  a  politene&  which, 
can  hardly  be  conceived. 

Tavja  chiUren,  .who  afiifted  at  sdl  bargatnst  wevtr 
early  tndned  itp  to  this  gentlenefs  of  nrannersr  Scarce 
had  thi^  a  dawning  of  xeafon^  but  they  'wereiniiiated  into' 
attthenByfteries  of  trade.  -  it  wat  a  commonthing  Uftkf 
aduld4>f  ten  or  twelve. ye»rs  okl,able  tofiipplyMs  Oh\m^%^ 
pbce,-  ;Wliat  a  oontralt,  what  a^  diftance  4ietween  this 
and  the  ^education  of  our  children;  and  y«t,  what  « 
diffeteoce  between  the  attainments  of  the  Indians,  and 
the^ppogrefs  «f  our  knowledge ! 

*  About  1401OOO 1.  oA  an-  atva{9« 

^vc« 
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SvcH.of  the  Bacians  as  hid  Abyffinbn  fkvesy  aVid  very 
few  of  theie  good-natare4  men  had  any,  titatttdthctm-with 
ftoch  humanity  as  muft  appear  very  fingularto  os..  They 
brought  th«m  up  as  if  they  had  been  of  their  own  familj^, 
trained  them  tp  bufinef6>  advanced  them  money  to  enablts 
them  to  tfade  for  themfelves,  and  not  only  fuifered  them  to 
.lenjoy  the  pr^ifiitSy  but  evth  allowed  them  to  difpole  of  theni 
in  favout  of  their  defendants  if  they  had  any. 

Thi  expen<icsof  the  Banians  were  not  proportioned  to 
their  fbrtttnes.  As  they  were  reftralned  by  the  principles 
of  thek  religion  from  -eating  meat  of  drinking  Itrong 
liquors,  they  4ived  upon  fruits,  and  £t  few  plain  difhes. 
They  never  departed  from  this  irugality  but  upon  the 
Ifettlemetit  of  their  children*  On  this  fingle  occaiion,  no 
coft  was  fpared  for  the  entertainment,  or  for  the  mufic^ 
dancing  and  fireworks.  Their  whole  ambition  was  to  tell 
how  much  the  wedding  had  coft.  Sometimes  it  amounted 
to  a  hundred  thoufand  crowns  K 

Their  very  women  had  a  tafte  for  this  ^mpiicity  of 
manners.  All  their  glory  confifted  in  pleafmg  tfteir  huf- 
bands.  Perhaps,  the  great  veneration  in  which  they  held 
the  nuptial 'tie  arofe  from  the  cuftom  of  engaging  them 
in  their  earlieft  infancy.  That  fentimentwas  in  their  opi- 
nion the  moil  facred  part  of  religion.  Never  did  they  al- 
low themfelves  the  leaft  convcrfation  with  ftrangers.  Lefs 
referve  would  not  have  fatisfied  their  hufiiands,  who  could 
not  bear,  without  aftonilhment,  of  the  familiarity  that 
prevailed  between  the  two  fexes  in  Europe.  When  they 
were  told  that  this  freedom  was  attended  with  no  ill  con- 
iequence,  they  were  not  convinced,  but  (hook  their  head$« 
and  anfwered  by  one  of  their  proverbs,  which  fignifies^ 
That  if  you  bring  Butter  t»o  mar  the  fire^pu  tun  hardfy  keep 
it  from  nutting* 

ExcBPTiKQ  the  Moguls^  who  were  in  poflei&on  of  all 
t>laces  under  the  government,  who  were  very  extravagant 
ia  their  ftables,  their  baths  and  their  ieraglios,  and  ran 
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into  CYcry  kind  of  indalgence  to  drown  the  fenfe  of  the  BOOK 
defpotifm  under  which  they  lired,  all  the  merchants  of 
Surat  eonformed  to  the  frugality  of  the  Banians,   as  far 
fts  the  difference  of  religion  would  admiti    Their  greatefl 
expence  wae  the  decorating  of  their  houfes. 

TfiBSfi'were  contrived  in  the  beil  manner  to   guard 
dgainft  the  heat  of  the  climate.     The  outfide  walls  were^       # 
covered  with  beautiful  wainfcoting^  ahd  the  infide  ones 
inlaid  with  porcelain.     The  panes  of  their  windows  were 
of  ihell  or  mother  of  pearl,  which  tempered  the  glare  of 
the  hn  without  too  much  oJjj^ufUng  the   light.    The 
apartments  were  prettily  diipHft  and  furniihed,  fuitably 
to  the  cuftoms  of  the  country ;  ahd  in  one  of  the  rooms 
was  a  fountain  of  water>  fpouting  up  from  a  marble  bafon^ 
whofe  gentle  murmurs  invited  the  company  to  foft  (lumbers. 
During  their  repofe^  the  Common  indulgende  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Surat  was   to  ftretch  thenrfelves  upon  a 
fopha»  where  they  were  rubbed  by  men  of  Angular  dex- 
terity, or  rather  kneaded  like  dough*     The  neceflity  of 
promoting  the  circulation  of  the   fluids,  too  often   re- 
tarded by  the  heat  of  the  climate,  Ml  Tuggefted  the 
notion  of   lliis  operation,   which*  affords  them  an  in- 
finite variety  of  delightful    fenfations.    They   fall   into' 
iuch  a  tfender  ftate   of  languor,   that  they  fometimes 
ahnoft  faint  away.    This  cuftotn  wfis  faid  to  be  brought 
to  the  Indies  from  China;  and  fome  epigrams  of  Martial 
and  declamations  of  Seneca,  feem  to  hint  that  it  was  nof 
unknown  to  the  Romans  af  the  time  when  they  refined* 
upon  every  pleafure,    as  thfe  tyrants  who  enflaved  thofe 
mailers  of  the  world  afterwards  refined  upon  every  torture. 
They  had  another  fpecies  ofpleafureat  Surat,  which, 
perhaps,  our  effeminacy  would  haveenvied  them  ftill  more, 
and  this  was  their  female  dancers,  whom  tht  Europeans 
call  Balliaderes,  a  name  given  them  by  the  Portuguefe. 

NuMBBUs  of  thefe  are  collected  together  in  feminaries 

of  pleafure.    The  better  fort  of  thefe  focieties  arc  devoted 
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BOOK  to  the  richcft  and  moft  frequented  Pagodas.  Their  deftl«^ 
nation  is  to  dance  ih  the  temples  on  their  great  feftivalsy 
and  to  be  fubfenrient  to  the  pleafures  of^e  Bramiiis. 
Thefe  priefts,  who  have  not  taken  the  artful  and  de-^ 
ceitful  vow  of  renouncjgg  all,  that  they  may  the  more 
freely  partake  of  every  enjoyment,  chufe  rather  to  have 
^  women  of  their  own,  than  at  once. to  defile  celibacy  and 
'  wedlock.  They  do  not  invade  another  man's  right  by 
adultery,  but  are  jealous  of  the  dancers,  whofe  worihip . 
and  vows  they  ihare  with  the  gods;  but  they  never  fuffer 
them  without  reludance  Jh  contribute  to  the  amufement 
ef  kings  and  great  men.  ^^- 

The  rife  of  this  (ingufar  institution  is  not  known.  Pro- 
bably, one  Bramin  who  had  a  concubine  or  a  wife,  aflbci- 
ated  with  another  Bramin,  who  had  likewife  his  concubine 
or  his  wife ;  and  in  procefs  of  time,  the  mixture  of  fb 
many  Bramins  and  women  occafioned  fuch  confufion,  that 
the  women  came  to  be  common  to  all  thofe  priefts.  Let 
but  a  number  of  dngle  perfohs  of  both  hTLt%  be  colle&ed 
into  one  cloyfter,  and  a  commonalty  of  men  and  women 
will  foon  take  pla||^ 

This  freedom,  iye  may  fuppofe,  put  an  end;  to  jealouly. 
The  women  were  not  uncafy  at  the  increafe  of  their  num- 
bers, nor  the  Bramins  at  that  of  their  order.  It  was  ra^ 
ther  a  new  conqueft  than  a  rivalihip. 

We  may  likewife  fuppofe,  that  in  order  to  palliate  this 
licentioufnefs  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  all  thofe  women  were 
confccrated  to  the  fervice  of  the  altars.  It  is  no  lefs  pro- 
bable that  the  people  readily  confented  to  this  kind  of  fu- 
perftition,  as  it  infurcd  the  fafety  of  their  wives  and  daugh- 
ters, by  confining  the  lavvlcfs  defires  of  the  monks  to  one 
particular  fpot. 

The  contrivance  of  ftamping  a  facred  character  upon 
thefe,  courtezans,  might  make  parents  the  more  willing 
to  part  with  their  beautiful  daughters,  and  to  confcnt  that 
they  (hould  follow  their  calling,  and  devote  thiemfelves  tothefe 
fcniinaries,  from  whence  the  fuperannuated  women  might 

return 
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fcturn  to  /bciety  without  difgrace :  for  there  is  no  crime  B  O  ,0  IC 
that  may  not  be  fanftified  by  the  intervention  of  the  gods. 
The  tooft  facred  truths  may  be  perverted  by  wicked  men 
to  the  worft  of  purpofcs.  The^very  notion  of  a  Supreme 
Being  may,  in  thfe  hands  of  aTfrafty  prieft^  be  made  fub^ 
Verfive  of  alt  morality.  He  will  affirmy  not  that  fuch  a 
thing  is  pleafing  to  the  gods,  becaufe  it  is  good ;  but  that 
fuch  a  thing  is  good,  becJtufe  it  is  pleafing  to  the  gods. 

The  Bramins  wanted  only  to  gain  another  point  in  or- 
der to  corfiplete  this  inftltudon,  which  was  to  perfuade 
the  people  that  it  was  dcceil||  holy,  and  pleafing  to  the 
gods,  to  marry  a  balladiere,  in  preference  to  all  other 
women,  and  thereby  induce  them  to  folicit  the  relics  of 
their  debaucheries  as  a  fpe^ial  favour. 

Ik  every  city  there  are  other  companies,  not  lb  choice 
as  the  former,  for  the  amufement  of  the  rich.  The  Moors 
and  Gentiles  may  equally  procure  a  fight  of  thefe  dancers  at 
their  country  houfes,  or  in  their  public, a fTemblies.  There 
are  even  ftroUing  companies  of  them,  conduced  by  old  wo- 
men>  who  having  been  thcmfelves-jtrained  up  in  thefe 
fcminarieS|  are  promoted  in  time  to  ftie  diredion  of  them. 

Tmesb  handfome  girls  have  the  ihocking  cuftom  of  be« 
ing  always  followed  by  an  old  deformed  mufician,  perhaps, 
as  a  foil,  whofe  employment  is  to  beat  time  with  an 
inftrument  of  brafs,  which  we  have  lately  borrowed  of  the 
Turks,  to  add  to  our  military  mufic,  and  which  in  the 
Indies  is  called  a  tarn.  The  man  who  holds  It,  is  conti- 
fiually  repeating  that  word  with  fuch  vehemence,  that  by 
degrees  he  works  himfelf  up  into  dreadful  convulfions, 
whilft  the  balladicrcs,  intoxicated  with  the  defire  of  plea- 
fing, and  the  fvvcets  with  which  they  are  perfumed,  at 
Icneth  lofe  their  fcnfcs. 

Their  dances  are,  in  general,  love  pantomimes :  the  plan, 
the  defign,  the  attitudes,  the  time,  the  airs,  the  cadence, 
all  is  expreflive  of  this  paflion,  with  all  its  raptures  and 
Extravagancies. 

D  d  2  EviRT 
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Every  thjng  confpires  to  the  amazing  fuccefs  of  thttH 
voluptuous  women :  the  art  and  richnefs  of  their  attire> 
,as  well  as  their  ingenuity  in  fetting  off  their  beauty.  Their 
long  black  hair  falling  o^r  their  flioulders>  or  braided 
and  turned  up,  is  loa.dcd?%ith  diamonds  and  ftuck  with 
flowers.  Their  necklaces  and  bracelets  are  enriched  with 
precious  ftones.  Even  their  nofe  jewels,  that  ornament 
which  fhocks  us  at  firft  fight,  is  wonderfully  pleafing;  it 
fets  off  all  the  other  ornaments  by  the  charms  of  iymme- 
try,  and  has  an  effed  which  cannot  be  explained^  but  is 
felt  in  time. 

Nothing  can  equal  the  care  they  take  to  preferve  their 
br^afts  as  one  of  the  moft  ftriking  marks  x>f  their  beauty. 
To  prevent  them  from  growi^^  large  or  ill  fhaped,  they 
inclofe  them  in  two  cafes  made  of  an  exceeding  light 
wood,  which  are-  joined  together,  and  buckled  behind. 
Thefe  cafes  are  fo  fmooth  and  fo  fupple,  that  they  give 
way  to  the  various  attitudes  of  the  body,  without  being 
flattened,  and  without  injuring  the  delicacy  of  the  fltin. 
The  outfide  of  thefe  cafes  is  covered  with  a  leaf  of  gold, 
ftudded  with  diamonds.  This  iff  certainly  the  moft  refined 
kind  of  ornament,  and  the  beft  calculated  to  preferve 
beauty.  They  take  it  off,  and  put  it  on  again  with  lin- 
gular "facility.  This  coverinjg  does  not  prevent  one  from 
feeing  the  palpitations,  fighings  and  tender  emotions  of 
the  bread:  it  conceals  nothing  that  can  contribute  to 
excite  defirc. 

Most  of  thefe  dancers  imagine  it  an  addition  to  the 
beauty  of  their  complexion,  and  the  impreflion  of  their 
looks,  to  trace  a  black  circle  round  their  eyes  with  a 
hair  bodkin,  dipped  in  the  powder  of  antimony.  This 
borrowed  beauty,  celebrated  by  all  the  eaftern  poets,  ap- 
peared very  odd  at  firft  to  the  Europeans,  but  cuftom  has 
reconciled  them  to  it. 

This  art  of  pleafing  is  the  wlole  life,  the-  whole  em- 
ployment, the  whole  felicity  of  the  balJadieres.  It  is  hard  to 
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refift  their  feducing  manners.    They  even  obtain  a  prefe-  BOOK 
fence  over  thofe  beauties  of  Caffitnere,   which  fill  the 


feraglios  of  Indoftan,  as  the  fair  Georgians  and  Circaf- 
fians  fill  thofe  of  Ifpahan  and  Conftantinople.  The  mo- 
defty,  or  rather  the  referve  o!"  proud  flaves,  fequeftered 
from  the  fociety  of  men^  cannot  balance  the  arts  of  thefe 
expert  courtezans. 

Thby  were  no  where  fo  much  in  repute  as  at  Surat, 
the  richefl  and  moil  populous  city  in  India.  It  began  to 
decline  in  1664.  It  was  facked  by  the  famous  Sevagi, 
who  carried  off  twenty-five  or  thirty  millions  a.  The 
plunder  would  have  been  infinitely  greater,  had  not  the 
Englifh  and  Dutch  efcaped  the  public  difafter,  by  the 
care  they  had  taken  to  fortify  their  factories,  and  had  not 
the  moft  valuable  effefts  been  lodged  in  the  caftle,  which 
was  out  of  the  reach  of  attack.  This  lofs  made  the  inha** 
bitants  more  cautious.  They  furrounded  the  city  with 
walls,  to  prevent  the  like  difafter.  The  mifchief  was  re- 
paired, when  the  Englifh,  in  1686,  were  fo  unwarrant* 
ably  and  ihamefiilly  greedy,  as  to  ftop  all  the  ihips  that 
were  fending  out  from  Surat  to  the  feveral  feas.  This 
piracy,  which  lafted  three  years,  deprived  this  famous 
mart  of  almoft  every  branch  of  trade  that  was  not  its  own  4b 
peculiar  property.  The  town  was  nearly  reduced  to  iti 
own  natural  riches.  ^ 

Other  pirates  have  fince  infefled  thofe  latitudes,  and 
from  time  to  time  difturbed  the  operations  of  Surat,  Their 
very  caravans,  that  carried  their  merchandifes  to  Agra^ 
to  Delhi,  and  all  over  the'  empire,  were  not  refpefted  by 
the  fubje^ls  of  the  independent  rajas,  which  they  met  with 
on  the  feveral  roads.  They  had  formerly  had  recourfe  to 
a  ftrange  contrivance  for  the  feciJWty  of  their  caravans, 
v^hich  was,  to  put  them  under  the  prote6tion  of  a  woman 
or  a  child  of  a  facred  race,  held  fuch  by  the  nations 
(hey    dreaded.      When    thofe    banditti    approached    to 

•  About  i,2COy00o  1.  on  aYeragc. 
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S  O  O  |C  plunder  the  camYan,  the  guardiaa  .t)ireatened  to  inak« 
away  with  herfelf  if  they  perfifted  in  their  refohition ;  ajid 
afhially  did  fo  if  they  did  not  yield  to  her  remonftrances. 
Thofe  profligate  men*  who  had  not  been  reftrained  out  of 
refpect  for  facred  blood,  w«re  excommunicated*  degraded, 
and  caft  out  of  their  tribe.  The  dread  of  thefe  fevcre  pu« 
nifhments  was  fometimes  a  check  upon  avarice ;  but  fince  • 

all  has  been  in  combuftion  in  Indoftan*  no  confidcration  • 

can  allay  the  thirft  of  gold. 

Notwithstanding  all  thefe  misfortunes,  Surat  is  ftiU 
a  great  trading  city.  The  produce  of  the  numbierlefs  ma- 
nufa(5hires  all  oyer  Guzarat  is  depofited  in  her  w^rehoufes* 
A  great  part  is  carried  into  the  inland  countries ;  the  reft 
is  conveyed  to  all  parts  of  the  ^lobe  by  an  uninterrupted 
navigation.  The  moft  common  goods  '^e  dutties,  a  kind 
of  coarfe  unbleached  cloth,  worn  in  Periiai^*<Arabia, 
AbylTinia,  and  the  eaftem  coaft  of  Africa «  and  blue  linens, 
which  are-  difpofed  of  in  the  fame  manner ;  and  are  like- 
wife  fold  to  the  Englilh  and  Dutch  for  their  Guinea  trade, 

Ths  blue  and  white  checks  of  Cambaya,  which  arp 
worn  for  mantles  in  Arabia  and  Turky :  fome  are  coarfe 
and  fome  fine,  and  fome  even  mixed  with  gold  for  the 
wear  of  the  rich. 

The  white  linens  of  Broitfchia,  fo  well  known  by  the 
name  of  Bafras,  As  they  are  extremely  fine,  they  make 
fummer  caftans  for  the  Turks  and  Perfians.  The  fort  of 
muflin,  with  a  gold  ftripe  at  each  end,  with  which  they 
make  their  turbans,  is  manufadured  at  the  fame  place. 

The  printed  linens  of  Aip^dabat;  whofe  colours  are  as 
bright,  as  fine  and  as  durable  as  thofe  of  Coromandel^ 
They  are  worn  in  Perfia,  in  Turky,  and  in  Europe.  The 
rich  people  of  Java,  Sumatra  and  the  Molucca  iflands 
make  pagnes  and  coverlids  of  thefe  chintzes. 

The  gauzes  of  Bairapoiir ;  the  blue  ones  are  worn  by 
the  common  people  in  Perfia  and  Turky  for  their  fummer 
cloathing,  and  the  red  ones  by  the  better  fort.  The  Jews, 

who 
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,9fbo  are  not  tUomd  by  the  Porteto  wear  white,  make  dieir  BOOK: 
turbans  with  thefe  gauzes. 

MixBft  ftoffs  of  filk  and  cotton,  piaany  ftriped,  fome  with 
ftttin  ftripesy  fome  mixed  with  gol4  and  diver.  If  they 
were  not  io  dear^  we  (hoald  like,  them  even  in  £urqxfi  for 
the  brightnefs  of  their  colours,  and  the  fine  execution  of 
the  flowers,  tfaongh  their,  patterns  are  fo  indifferent.  They 
ibon  wear  out;  but  this  is  of  no  confequenee  in  the  fera* 
glios  of  Turky  and  Perfia,  where  the  confumption  of  them 
is  made. 

SoMB  are  all  filk;  called  tapis.  Thefe  are  pagnes  of 
federal  colours^  much  efteemed  in  the*  eaftera  parts  of 
india«  Many  more  would  be'wove,  ^were  they  not  under 
a  necelBty  €^  vfing  foreign  matoriak,  which  enhanced 
the  price  ^mu#h.. 

^SKAiy^,' yery  light,  warm' and  foe  cloths,  made  of 
tbe  wool  of  Caflimere.  They  are  died  of  different  co» 
tours,  ftriptd  and  'flowered.  They  are  worn  for  a  winter 
drefi  in  TiHrky,  Perfia,  and  the  more  temporate  parts  of  In- 
dia. With  t|iis  precious  wool  they  weave  turbans,  that  are 
tU  wide,  and  a  little  more  than  three  elk  long,  wiiich  fell 
from  2400  to  3600  Inrrcs  *,  Though  it  is  fometimes  ma- 
nufadured  at  Surat,  the  fineft  works  of  this  kind  are  made 
at  Caffimere. 

Besides  the  prodigious  quantity  of  cotton  made  ufe  of 
in  the  manu&£tures  of  Surat,  fcven  or  eight  thoufand  bales 
at  leaft  are  annually  fent  to  Bengal.  Much  more  is  fent  to 
China,  Perfia  and  Arabia  when  the  crops  are  very  plen- 
tiful. If  they  are  moderate,  the  overplus  is  carried  down 
the  Ganges,  where  it  always  fetches  a  better  price. 

Though  Surat  receives  in  exchange  for  her  exports, 
porcelain  from  China,  filk  from  Bengal  and  Perfia ;  maflis 
and  pepper  from  Malabar;  gums,  dates,  dried  fruits, 
copper  and  pearls  from  Perfia ;  perfumes  and  fiaves  from 

Arabia ;  great  quantities  of  fpices  from  the  Dutch ;  iron, 

g  Aix)Ut  1 30 1.  on  an  avcrtge.  ^ 
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K  lead,  cloth»  cochineal,  and  fome  hard-waxes  from  thd 
Engliih ;  the  balance  U  fo  much  in  h^  farour,  as  to  briiig 
in  yearly  twenty*five  ox  twenty-fix  millions  «f  livres  «  in 
ready  money.  The  profit  would  be  much  greater,  if  the 
fource  of  the  riches  of  the  court  of  Delhi  was  not  turned 
away. 

Ho  WE  v£  ft,  this  balance,  oo^uld  never  again  rife  to  what 
it  was  when  the  'French  fettled  at  Snrat  'm  i668.     Their 
Jeader  was  one  Cacon.     He  was  a  merchant  of  Frencii 
extraction,  who  was  grown  old  in  the  fervice  of  the  Dutch 
company.  Hamilton  fays,  that  this  abte  man,  who  had  in- 
gratiated himfelf  with  the  emperor  of  Japaa,  hadfibtained 
leave  to  build  a  houfe.for  hisinafters,  on -the  ifland  where 
the  fadory  flood  which  was  under  his  dire&ipn.     Thia 
building  proved  to  be  a  caAle.     The  ifatives^/ who  kne^ 
hothing  of  fortificaetonVdid  not  eOrtertain  tmy  fpCjipod'.of 
it.  They  furprized  fome  pieces  of  cannon  that  wtrft  lending 
from  fiatavia,  and  informed  the  court  of  what  ^as  going 
forward.    Caron  was  ordered. to  repaicr  to  Jeddo,  to  give 
'  an  account  of  his  condud.    As  he  had  nothing  reaibnable 
to  alledge  in  his  vindication,  he  was  treated  with  greai 
feverity  and  contempt.  They  plucked  off  bis  beard  by  thQ 
roots,  put  him  on  a  fool's  cap  and  coat,  andio  this  trim 
expofed  him  to  the  infults  of  the  populace,  and  he  was 
baniihed  from  the  empire.   '  The  reception  h^  m^t  with 
at'  Java  gave  him  a  difguft  againft  the  intereils  he  had 
efpoufed;  and  aduated  by  revenge  hrw^nt  over  to  the 
•  French,  and  became  their  agent. 
Att«ck  of       SuRAT,  where  they  had  fi;ced  him,  did  i^ot  anfwer  his 
upon  the  ^    notion  of  a  chief  fettlement.    He  di^iked  the  iituation  i 
Cc*v"io*  °^  A  ^^  lamented  his  being  obliged  to  purchafe  his  fafety  by 
Sc/i'homas.  fubmiflions:    he  forefaw  it  would  be  a  difadvantaee  to 

n^.cni  at       ^^^''^  ^^  **"*^^  '"^  competition  with  richer  nations,  who 
l*on4ichcr-    knew  morc,  and  were  held  in  greater  efteem  thap  them-    - 
^'  felves.    He  wifli^d  to  find  an  independent  port  in   the 

center  of  India,  or  in  fome  of  the  fpice  iflands,  without 

*  0|i  an  ATeri^e  »bottt  i,  116^000  U 
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whkb  he  thought  it  impoffible  for  any  company  to  fup«  9  O  O  K 


port  itfelf*  The  Bay  of  Trinquimale  in  the  ifland  of 
Ceylon,  appeared  to  him  to  unite  all  thefe  advantages, 
and  he  accordingly  failed  for  that  place  with  a  powerful 
fquadron^  which  had  been  fent  him  from  Europe  under 
the  command  of  La  Haye,  and  "which  was  to  z&  under  his 
direction.  They  believed^  or  feigned  to  be;lieve»  that  they 
might  fettl^  thei:e  without  encroaching  upon  the  rights  of 
the  Dutch,  whofe  property  had  never  been  acknowledged 
by  the  fovereign  of  the  ifland,  with  whom  they  hadentered 
into  a  treaty,  •  r^ 

All  thflllthey  alledged  migl^t  indeed  be  true, but  the  event 
4id  not  anfwer  their  expe^l|^on.  They  divulge4  aproje^ 
which  they  ought  to  haye  kept  a  profound  fecrp.t ;  they  ex- 
ecuted flowly-an  ejqiedition^which  ought  to  have  b^en  e^e&- 
ed  at  onca%  they  we/e  intioudated  b)r  a  fleet  which  W9ts  not 
in  a  condition  toflght,  and  which  could  not,  pofliUy,  have 
received  orders  to  hazard  an  engagement*  *  The  greyer 
part  of  the  (hips  crews  and  land  forces,  periflied  with  want 
and  flcknefs ;  fome  men  were  left  in  a  fmall  fort  they  had 
ereiSled,  where,  they  were  fo^  compelled  to  furrender. 
With  the  remainder  they  went  to  feek  for  proviflons  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  but  finding  none  either  at  the  Danifli 
l^ttlement  pf  Tranquebar  or  any  where  «^e,  in  a  fit  of 
defpair  they  went  and  attacked  St.  Thomas,  where  they 
were  informed  there  was  great  plenty* 

This  town,  which  had  long  been  a  flourifhing  one,  was 
built  by  the  Portugu^fe  above  a  hundred  years  before* 
The  king  of  Golcoj^a  having  conquered  the  Carnatic, 
could  not  fufFer  fo  important  a  place  to  remain  in  foreign 
hands ;  he  fent  his  generals  to  attack  it  in  1662,  and 
fhey  made  themfelves  mailers  of  it.  The  fortifications, 
though  coniiderable  and  in  good  repair,  did  not  flop  the 
progrefs  of  the  French,  who  took  them  by  ilorm  in  1672. 
Tficy  were  foon  invefied,  and  were  forced  to  furrender  two 

years 
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BOOK  years  after ;  "becaufe  the  -Dutch,  i»irho  were  at  war  witfc 
^^'        Lewis  XIV.  JGfilied  ^ith  tfc<s  Indi«it$  to  expel  them. 

This  laft  eirent  would  have  entirely  mined  the  enter- 
prize,  after  all  -the  expence  the  government  had  been 
at  to  ftipport  the  company,  had  not  Martin  been  one 
of  the  merchaiits  fent  on  b6ard  La  Haye's  (quadron.  He 
collefted  the  remains  of  the  two  colonies  of  Ceylon  and 
St.  Thomas,  and  with  them  he  peopled  the  little  town  of 
•Pondi<:herry,  which  had  been  lately  ceded  to  him,  and 
.  which  was  riftog  to 'a  city,  when  the  company  conceived 
the  fairefl  hopes  o^  new  fettlement  which  they  had  now 
an  opporttinify  of  making  in  India.  *§J^    ' 

Settl  ent  SomS  ptiefts  belonging  to-  the  foreign  miiiions  had 
of  the  preached  the  gofpel  at  Siam.    They  had  gained  the  love 

slam,  ihcir"^^  *^^  people  by  their  doftrine  and  by  their  "behaviour. 
dcfigrson  Plain,  good-natured,  and  humane  men,  without  lAtrigue 
aad  Cochin-  OT  avance,  thcy  gave  no  jeatoufy  to  the  government  nor 
china.  ^*  ^j^^  people ;  they  had  iAlpifed  them  with  Tt(^6t  and 

love  for  tiie  French  in  general,-  and  in  particular  for 
Lewis  XIV. 

AGreeic,  of  a  refllef^  and*  ambitious  ipirit,  named 
Conftantine  Faulkon,  in  his  travels  to  Siam,  had  been  feen 
by  the  prince,  who  was  Co  much  pleafed  with  him,  that  in 
a  (hort  time  h?  raifed  him  to  the  poft  of  prime  minifler, 
or  barcalon,  an  office  which  nearly  anfwers  to  our  ancient 
maircs  of  the  palace. 

Faulkon  governed  both  the  people  and  the  king  with 
'dcfpotic  fway.    The  prince  was  a  weak  valetudinarian, 
and  had  no  iffue.     His  minifter  (nnceived  a  projed  to 
•  fucceed  him  j  poflibly  to  dethrone  him.    It  is  well  known 

that  thefe  attempts  are  as  eafy  and  as  frequent  in  de- 
fpotic  governments,  as  they  are  difficult  and  uncommon  in 
countries  where  the  prince  governs  by  the  rules  of  juftice; 
where  the  principles  and  meafure  of  his  authority  are 
founded  on  fundamental  and  immutable  laws,  which  are 
under  the  guardianfhip  of  numerous  bodiei  of  able  magif« 
3  trate9. 
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trates.    There  At  eoemies  of  the  {bvereign  Ihew  that  they  >  O  p  it 
are  enemies  of  the  ftate ;  there  4)ey  find  them&ires  foon 
ftoppeii  in  their  projeds  by  aU  th^orces  of  the  nation ;  be» 
caufty  by  rifing  up  agaiaft  the  Bead,  they  rife  up  againft 
fhe  laws,  which  are  the  ftancUng  and  immutable  will  of 
the  oAtioQ. 

Faulkon  contrived  to  make  the  French  fubfervient  to 
his  ichemey  as  Tome  ambitious  n^en  had  fprmerly  made 
ufe  of  a  guard  of  fix  hundred  Japanefe,  who  had  mofe 
than  once  difpofed  of  the  crown  of  Siam.  lie  fent  ambaf- 
fadors  into  France  in  1684  to  make  a  tender  of  his  mafter'4 
alliance,  0fd  to  offer  iea  ports  to  the  French  merchants^ 
and  to  aik,for  ihips  and  troops. 

The  often tatious  vanity  of  Lewis  XIV.  took  adyantage 
of  this  embafiy.  The  flatterers  of  that  prince,  who  was 
too  much  extolled,  though  he  deferved  coiiimendation» 
peipfiiaded  him  that  his  fame  abroad  throughout  the 
whole  world,  entitled  him  to  the  ^omage  of  the  Eaft. 
He  did  not  content  himfelf  with  the  enjoyment  of  theie 
vain  honours ;  he  endeavoured  to  improve  the  difpoiitions 
of  the  king  of  Siam,  to  the  benefit  of  the  India  Company, 
and  flill  more  of  the  mifiionaries.  He  fent  out  a  fquadroa 
with  more  Jefiiits  than  trader^;  and  in  the  treaty  which 
was  concluded  between  the  two  kiags,  the'  French  ambaf- 
fadors,  directed  by  the  Jefuit  Tachard,  attended  much 
more  to  the  concerns  of  religion  than  to  thofe  of  com- 
jperce. 

Thb  conipany  ftiil  entertained  great  hopes  of  the  fettle- 
ment  at  Siam*  and  tbefe  hopes  were  not  ill  grounded. 

That  kingdom,  though  it  is  divided  by  a  ridge  of 
mountains,  that  runs  on  till  it  meets  with  the  rocks  of  Tar« 
tary^  is  ioprodigiouily  fruitful,  that  many  of  the  cultivated 
lands  yield  two  huntfred  to  one.  Some  will  even  bear 
plentiful  crops  fpontaneouily.  That  grain,  left  to  the 
(gre  of  nature^  fows  itfelf  again,  and.grows  the  next 

year. 
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BOOK  year,  without  any  other  coltnre  than  what  the  wafer*  of 
the  river  afford,  which  flows  all  acrofs  the  kingdom/^ 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  country  where  fruits  grow  in 
fuch  plenty  and  varietf,  or  are  fq  wholefome,  as  in 
this  delightful  fpot.  Some  are  peculiar  to  the  country, 
and  others  are  much  higher  flavoured  than  any  where 
elfe. 

The  earth,   always  covered  with   thefc    cver-growinjj 
treafures,  conceals,  under  a  very  thin  furface,  mines  of 
gold,  copper,  loadftone,  iron,  lead,  and  calin,  that  fpecics 
of  tin  which  is  fa  highly  eftee^cd  all  over  Afia. 

All  thefe  advantages  arc  rendered  ufelcfs  by  the  moft 
horrid  defpotifm.  A  prince  corrupted  by  his  very  power, 
oppreflcs  his  people  by  his  caprices,  whilft  he  is  indulging 
in  his  feraglio,  or  fufFers  them  to  be  opprefled  by  his  in- 
.dolence.  At  Siam  there  are  none  but  Haves,  and  no  fub- 
jefts.  The  men  are  divided  into  three  daffes :  the  firft 
ferve  as  a  guard  to  the  monarch,  till  his  lands,  and  work 
at  different  trades  in  his  palace.  The  fccond  art  ap- 
pointed to  public  labours,  and  to  the  defence  of  the  ftatc. 
The  laft  are  magiftrates,  minifters,  the  principal  officers 
of  the  kingdom.  No  Siamefe  is  advanced  to  any  eminent 
poft,  but  he  is  allowed  a  certain  number  of  men  who  are 
at  his  difpofal ;  fo  that  the  falaries  annexed  to  great  ofiices 
are  well  paid  at  the  court  of  Siam,  becaulc  they  are  not 
paid  in  money,  but  in  men,  who  coft  the  prince  nothing, 
Thefe  unfortunate  people  are  regiftered  at  the  age  of  fix- 
tcen.  On  the  firft  fumipons  every  one  muft  repair  to  the 
poft  afligned  him,  upon  pain  of  being  put  in  irons,  or 
condemned  to  the  baftinado.  '  * 

In  a  country  where  all  the  men  muft  work  for  the  go- 
vernment for  fix  months  in  the  year,  without  being  paid  or. 
fubfifted,  ^and  the  other  fix  to  eai^  a  fubfiftence  for  the 
whole  year  ;Jn  fuch  a  country,  the  very  lands  muft  feel 
the  effe^ls  of  tyranny,  and  confequently  there  is  no  pro- 
perty.    Thofe  delicious  fruits  that  enrich  the  gardens  of 

th^ 
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the  monarch  and  the  grandees,  are  not  fuffered  to  ripen  BOOK 
in  thofe  of  private  men.  If  the  foldiers  who  are  fent  out  to 
examine  the  orchards,  difcover  fome  choice  tree»  they  never 
fail  to  mark  it  for  the  tyrant's  table,  or  thofe  of  his  mi- 
iriilers.  The  owner  becomes  the  guardian  of  ir,  and  h 
anfwerable  for  the  fruit,  under  very  ieyere  penalties. 

Thb  men  are  not  only  flaves  to  men  but  to  the  very 
beads.  The  king  of  Siam  keeps  a  great  number  of  ele- 
phants^  Thofe  of  his  palace  are  waited  upon,  and  treated 
with  extraordinary  honours.  The  meaneil  have  fifteen 
flaves  to  attend  them,  who  are  conftantly  employed  in  ga* 
thering  grafs,  bananas  and  fugar  canes  for  them.  The 
king  takes  fo  much  pride  in  thefe  creatures  which  are  of 
no  real  ufe,  that  he  rates  his  power  rather  by  their  num- 
ber than  by  fhat  of  his  provinces.  Under  pretence  of 
feeding  them  well»  their  attendants  will  drive  them  into 
grounds  and  orchards  to  deftroy  them,  unlefs  the  owners 
will  purchafe  an  exemption  from  thefe  hardfhips  by  con- 
tinual prefents.  No  body  would  dare  to  (hut  his  field 
againft  the  king's  elephants,  many  of  whom  are  decorated 
with  -honourable  titles,  and  advanced  to  the  higheft  dig* 
nities  in  the  fiate. 

So  many  kinds  of  tyranny  make  the  Siamefe  deteft 
their  native  country,  though  they  look  upon  it  as  the  beft 
upon  earth.  Mod  of  them  fly  from  opprefiion  into  the 
forefts,  where  they  lead  a  favage  life,  infinitely  preferable 
to  that  of  fociety  corrupted  by  defpotifm.  So  great  it 
this  defertton,  that  ifrom  the  port  of  Mergui  to  Juthia 
the  capital  of  the  empire,  you  may  travel  for  a  week  to- 
gether and  not  meet  with  the  lead  population,  through 
immenfe  plains,  well  watered  with  a  fine  rich  foil  and 
flill  bearing  the  marks  of  former  culture.  That  fine  coun- 
try is  now  over-run  with  t)'gers. 

It  was  formerly  peopled  with  men.  Befides  the  natives, 
it  was  full  of  colonies,^ vhich  were  come  fucceflively  from 
aji  the  eadern  parts  of  AQa.     Their  inducement  was  the 

immehfc 


f 


k 


414  laSTORY  OF  SETTLEMENTS  AND  TRADE 

BOOK  immenfe  trade  carried  on  th^re.     All  hiftoiiails  attefl 
that  in  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  a  vaft  nilm-^ 
ber  of  fh^s  came  into  theh*  roads  every  yetr.    That  ty^^ 
^  Fanny>  which  prevailed  loon  after  pro<^cd  the  deftnr&ion 
of  the  nrinesy  manufadtures  and  agricnlture.    With  them 
difappeared  dl  the  foreign  merchants,  and  even  the  trad- 
ing part  of  the  nation.     The  (late  fell  into  confufion,  and 
confequently  grew  languid.    The  French,  on  their  arrival 
fimnd  it  fimk  into  this  ftate  of  degrs^dation.    It  was  in 
general  poot,  and  under  the  dominion  of  a  defpotic  ty- 
rant, who,  engroffing  att  the  trade  to  himfelf,  mnft  of 
cotxrfe  bring  it  to  nothing.    What  few  ornaments  and  ar- 
ticles of  luxury  were  cotffumed  at  court  and  in  the  hoofes 
of  the  great,  came  from  Japan.     The  Sianfiefe  had  a  great 
regard  for  trhe  Japanefe,  and  were  very  fond  of  their  work* 
It  was  no  eafy  matter  to  divert  them  from  this  attach- 
ment, and  yet  it  was  the  only  way  of  proqgiring  a  demand 
for  the  produce  of  French  induftry.    If  any  thing  could 
cfFeft  this  change,  it  was  the  Chriftian  religion,  which 
the  prieffs  of  the  foreign  biftbns  had  preached  to  them, 
and  not  without  fuccefs ;  but  the  Jefuifs,  too  much  de^ 
voted  to  Faulkon,  who  began  to  be  odious,  abuied  the  fa* 
tour  they  enjoyed  at  court,  and  drew  upon  themfelves 
'    tSie  hatred  of  the  people  i  and  this  odium  reH^ded  upon 
their  religion.     They  built  churches  before  there  were  any 
chriftians.    They  founded  monafterres,  and  by  theie  pro- 
ceedings  revolted  the  common  people  and  the  Talapoys. 
Thefc  are  their  monks;  fome  live  folitary,  and  fome  are  in- 
triguing men.    They  preach  to  the  people  the  dodlrines 
ind  precepts  of  Sommona  Kodem.  That  lawgiver  of  the 
sSiamefe  was  long  honoured  as  a  fage,  and  has  fince  been 
revered  as  a  god,  or  as  an  emanation  of  the  deity,  a  fon  of 
god.  They  relate  a  thoufand  wonderful  ftories  of  this  man. 
He  lived  upon  one  grain  of  rice  a-day.     He  pulled  out 
cmc  of  his  eyes  to  give  to  a  poor  man,  having  nothing  clfe 
t^  gJvc  him.     Another  time  he  gave  away  bis  wife.    He 

commanded 
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commanded  the  ttSLVs,  the  mers  and  the  mountains.  Bat  V  or  a  K- 

he  had  a  brother  who  was  ahvajs  thwarting  his  endea-- 

vQiirs  for  the  good  of  mankind.    God  avenged  hun>  and 

erncified  that  unhappy  brother.    This  fable  prejudiced 

the  Siaxnefe  againil  the  rei%ion  of  a  crucified  God ;  and 

they  could  not  revere  jefus  Chrift,  becaufe  he  died  the 

fame  death  as  the  brother  of  Sommona  Kodom. 

If  the  French  could  not  carry  their  cooimodities  to  Siam, 
they  could  at  leafl  infpire  the  people  wi||i  a  tafte  for  thero^ 
prepare  the  way  for  a  great  trade  with  this  country,  and 
avail  themfelves  of  that  which  adhially  offered,  to  open 
connections  with  all  the  eaft.    The  iituatxon  of  that  king* 
dom  between  two  gulphs,  where  it  takes  up  one  hundred 
and  fixty  leagues  of  fea-coafl  on  the  one,  and  about  two 
hundred  on  the  other.  Would  have  opened  the  navigation 
of  all  the  feas  in  that  part  of  the  world.     The  fortrefs  of 
fiancoc,  built  at  the  mouth  of  the  Menan,  which  had  been 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  French,  was  an  excellent  mart 
for  all  dealings  they  r^ght  have  had  with  China,  the  Phi- 
lippines, or  any  of  theeai!4ib  parts  of  India.    Mergui,  the 
principal  port  of  the  kingdom,  and  one  of  the  beft  in 
Afia,  which  had  likewife  been  ceded  to  them,  greatly  fa- 
cilitated  their  trade  with  the  coafl  of  Coromandel,  and 
chiefly  with  Bengal.    It  fecured  to  them'  an  advantageous 
intercourfe  with  the  kingdoms  of  Pegu,  Ava,  Aracam  and 
Lagos,  countries  flill  more    barbarous  than  Siam,  but 
where    are    found    the    fineft    rubies    and  fome    gold 
duik.      All  thefe  countries,   as  well   as  Siam,    produce 
the  tree  which  yields  that  precious  gum,  with  which  the 
Chinefe  and  Japanefe  make  their  varnifh ;  and  whoever  is 
in  poffeflion  of  this  commodity,  may  be  fare  o£  carrying 
OQ  a  very  lucrative  trade  with  China  and  Japan. 

Besides  the  advantage  of  coming  into  good-  fettle-^ 
nients,  which  were  no  expence  to  the  company,  and 
might  throw  into  their  hands  a  great  part  of  the  trade  of 
the  eaft,  they  might  have  brought  home  from  Siam  ivory, 

logwood 
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ROOK  logvrood  like  that  which  is  cut  in  the  bay  ofCsApeadiy/ 
a  great  deal  of  caflla»  and  all  that  quantity  of  buffalo  aii4 
deer  Ikins  that  the  Datch.formerij  fetAed  fit^m  th^ce^ 
Th^y  might  have  grown  pepper  there,  and,  p^ffibiy,  other 
fpices  which  were  not  to  be  found  there,  as  they  did 
not  Unikrftand  the  cultiu*e  of  them,  and  beeaufe  the 
wretched  inhabitants  of  Sjam  are  fo  indifferent  to  every 
thing,  that  nothing  fucceeds  with  them«. 

The  French  p^d  no  attention  to  thefe  objeds.  Th^ 
fa^lors  of  the  company,  ^he  officers,  the  Jefuits,  all  were  i^ 
norant  of  trade :  their  whole  attention  was  taken  up  in  con-^ 
verting  the  natives^  and  making  themfelves  mafbers  of  them. 
At  lail»  after.having  given  a  very  trifling  affiftance  to  Faul*~ 
kon,  at  the  inflant  when  he  was  ready  to  execute  his  defigns, 
they  were  involved  in  his  difgrace  ;  and  the  fortreffes  fa 
Mergui  and  Bancocok»  defended  by  French  troops,  were 
taken  from  them  by  the  bafeft  of  all  nations. 

During  theifliort  time  that  the  French  were  fettled 
at  Siam,  the  company  fou§ht  to  |jet  a  footing  in  Ton- 
quin.  They  flattered  themfeitrs  ^at  they  might  trade 
fafely  and  to  advantage  with  a  nation  which  had  for  ages 
been  inftruded  by  the  Chinefe.  Their  religion  is  Theifin, 
the  doctrine  of  Confucius,  whofe  precepts  and  writings 
are  held  in  greater  veneration  than  even  in  China.  But 
there  is  not  the  fame  agreement  as  in  China  between  the 
principles'  of  government,  religion,  laws,  opinion,  rites 
and  ceremonies.  Accordingly,  though  Tonquin  has  the 
fame  lawgiver,  it  is  far  from  having  the  fame  mo- 
rals. You  find  there  neither  that  refped  for  parents, 
that  love  'for  the  prince,  thofe  .  reciprocal  affe£lions, 
nor  thofe  focial  virtues  which  you  meet  with  in  China ; 
nor  have  they  the  fame  good  order,  police,  induftry  or 
adivity. 

This  nation,  which  is  devoted  to  exceflive  indolence, 
and  is  voluptuous  without  tafte  or  delicacy,  lives  in  con- 
ftant  diftruft  of  its  fovereigns  and  ftrangers.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  their  feditious  humour  proceeds  from  a  natural 

reftleiliiert 
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teftleffnefi  6f  temper,  or  whether  the  Chiiiefe  fyftem  of  B  0  6  if 

knorality  bai  inilruded  the  people  tvithout  mending;  the 

government-    The  improveroenc  of  knowledge,  whethef 

k  afcends  from  the  people  to  the  gotrerhment,  or  defcendt 

from   chat  to  the  people^  (hould  unite  dieir  Kffiihtnce^ 

(nlfe  it  will  be  produfUve  Of  fatal  revoimiohii.    In  Ton« 

quiiiy  there  is  a  continual  ftruggle  between  the  ettnuchi 

Ivho  govern^  and  the  peopk  who  impatiently  bear  the  yokea 

Cvery  thing  kngmiheB  and  tends  to  ruiii  in  the  midft  of 

thefe  diiTentians ;  and  thefe  calaniities  muft  ihcreafet  till 

the  people  have  compelled  thdr  mailers  t6  grow  wifer,  or 

the  mafteri  hihw  rendered  their  fv^tOs  quite  infenfiblei 

The  Portuguefe  and  the  Dutch  who  had  attempted  to 

form  fome  eohneffeions  in  Tonquin^  had  been  forced  to 

give  them  \ip4     The  French  were  not  more  fuceefsfuh 

No  Europeskns  have  fince  carried  on  that  navigation^  ex* 

cept  fom^  few  inidrchants  of  Madrafs^  who  hcve  alternately 

foffaken  and  ccXamcd  it;    The^  divkfe  with  the  Chinefe 

the  exportation  of  e<>pjMr  ad^  ordinary  fiilks,  the  only  to* 

lerable  commodities  tha^  country  affords^ 

CocHiNCHiNA  lay  too  nekr  Siam  not  todtzit  the  at- 
tention of  the  French^  atid  they  would,  probably,  have  fixed 
there,  had  they  had  fagacity  enough  to  forefee  what  de^ 
gree  of  fplendour  that  rifing  ftate  would  one  day  acquire. 
The  Europeans  are  indebted  to  a  philofophlcal  traveller 
for  what  little  they  know  with  any  certainty  concerning 
that  line  country.  The  following  is  the  refult  of  his  ob^ 
fervations. 

Wh£m  the  French  arrived  in  thofe  diftant  re^ons,  they 
learned  that  about  half  a  century  before,  a  prince  of  Ton* 
quin  as  he  wai  flying  from  hb  fovereigti,  who  purfued 
him  as  a  rebel,  had,  with  his  foldiers  and  adherents» 
cirofied  the  river^  which  ferves  as  a  barrier  between  Ton- 
quin  and  Cochinchina^ .  The  fugitives,  Who  were  warlike 
and  civilized  men,  foon  expelled  the  fcattered  inhabitants, 
who  wandered  about  without  Any  fociety  or  form  of  go« 
irernmcnt,  or  any  hW$  but  that  mutual  intereft  which 

Voi^.  I.  £  e  prompted 
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BOOK  prompted  thekn  not  to  injure  oae  another.  Here  .thejr 
foupded  an  empire  uppn  (lie  principlet  of  culture  and 
property.  Rice  was  the  food  the  moft  ea£Iy  cultivated^ 
and  the  moil  plentiful ;  upon  this,  therefore^  the  nevr 
colonifis  beftowed  their  firil  attention.  The  fea  and  the 
rivers  afforded  an  ample  provifion  of  excellent  fi(h,  which 
was  an  inducement  to  inhabit  their  banks.  They,  bred 
domeAic  animals^  fome  for  food  and  others  for  labour. 
They  cultivated  the  trees  they  were  moft  in  want  of,  fuch 
as  the  cotton  for  their  clothing.  The  -  mountains  and 
forefts,  which  could  not  poffibly  be  cultivated,  afforded 
wild  fowl,  metals,  gums,  perfumes  and  timbers  of  an  ex* 
ceilent  kind.  Thefe  productions  proved .  fo  many  mate- 
rials, means  and  objedls  of  commerce.  One 'hundred  gallies 
were  built,  .which  are  conftantly  employed  in  defending 
the  coafts  of  the  kingdom. 

All  thefe  feveral  advantages  were  well  bellowed  upon 
a!  people  of  a  mild  and  humane  difpoiitloA ;  a  difpoiitioii  | 

which  they  partly  owe  to  .-|he  w<imen,  either  from  the 
natural  afcendant  of  beauty,  «r  from  their  aiiiduity  to 
labour,  or  from  their  readinefs  at  bu(inefs«  In  general, 
it  is  certain,  that  in  the  firft  beginnings  of  all  focieties^ 
the  women  are  fooner  civilized  than  the  men.  Their 
very  weaknefs,  their  fedentary  life,  their  being  more 
taken  up  with  a  variety  of  lelTer  cares,  furnifli  them 
fooner  with  that  knowledge  and  experience,  and  in-> 
cline  them  to  thofe  domedic  attachments,  which  are 
the  firft  promoters  and  ftrongeft  ties  of  fociety.  This 
is,  perhaps,  the  reafon  why,  in  many  favage  nations,  the 
women  are  intruded  with  the  adminiftration  of  civil  gir^ 
vernment)  which  is  but  a  higher  degree  of  domedic  oeco-^ 
nomy.  So  long  as  the  ftate  is  but  as  .one  great  family,  the 
women  are  capable  of  undertaking  the  management  of  it. 
Then,  undoubtedly,  the  people  are  happieft,  efpecially  in 
a  climate  where  nature  has  left  but  little  for  man  to  do. 

SucJi  is  the  climate  of   Cochinchina.     The  people; 
though  but  imperfedly  chrilized,   enjoy  that  happineft 

which 
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'Which  might  excite  th«  en^  of  more  iml)roved  focieties. 
*  They  har^  neithdr  robbers,  n6r  beggars.  Every  one  is  jit 
iibcirtj^  to  live  at  his  owii  hbufe,  or  at  his  neighbour's. 
*A  trli?eller  ffeely  eiitefs  ^  hbufe  in  any  village,  fifs  dwvn 
to  table,  eats  knd  drinlts,  Withbut  being  iiivitcd  or  a(ked 
'any  qucftions,  and  then  goei  at^siy  without  returning; 
thaiiks.  He  is  a  man,  and  therefore  a  friend  and  rela- 
tion of  the  family.  '  If  he  is  a  foreigner,  he  x^ill  excite 
inore  cuHofity,*  but  is  equally  welcome. 

ThsiE  cdftonis  are  the  rCHcs  of  the  government  6f  the 
fix  firft  king^  of  Coiihinchina,  and  derived  from  the  ori- 
ginal iontraft  eiitered  into  bet^veeii  the  nation  ahcf  their 
leader;  before  they  crofled  the  river  that  divides  Tonquin 
from  Cochltiebind.  Thefe  tntn  w^re  weary  of  bppreffiori* 
They  dreaded  the  Rke  calamity,  and  therefore  took  care 
to  guard  againtt  the  abufe  of  sluthofity,  which  is  fo  apt 
"to  trarifgi-efs  itk  due  liihlts,  if  Hot'  'kept  under  fome 
reftraifit;  THttr  dhlef,  who  had  ict  tftdifi  ah  example  oF 
liberty,  atid'tiugft^  fh^mid  tfevolr;  proiiiifed  them  that 
felicity  whiHh  he  hiliOIF  choffi  to  fcnjoy;  that  of  a  jutt, 
hiild  and  parental  government.  He  dultivited  with  theih 
the  Idnd  into  which  they  had  taken  rcftige  tdgetlier.  !Hc 
never  demdrtded  any  thing  of  them;  but  a  yearly  and 
voluntary  fupply,  to  enablis  him  to  deferid  the  nation 
agatnft  tha  tyrartt  of  Tonquin,  who,  for  a  lohg  timb,  piir- 
Tucd  thertl  beyond  the  river. 

Th!s  primitive  contract  was  religioully  obferved  for 
tipwards  of  a  tentury,  uridef  five  or  fix  flicceflbrs  of  that 
brave  delivierer:  but  at  laft  it  has  btfen  infringed.  This' 
reciprocal  and  (blemn  fehgagemedt  li  ftill  renewed  eVery 
year  in  the  face  of  heaven  attd  earth,  in  d  general  af- 
fembly  of  the  whole  nation,  held  iii  bpeti  aif,  wh^re  the 
oldeft  man  prefides,  and  where  the  king  otlly  ailifts  as  a 
private  pcrfon.  That  prirtce '(till  honours  and  proteft» 
agriculture,  but  does  not  like  his  predeceflbrs  fet  the  ex- 
umple  of  labour;    When   he  fpcafer  of  his  fubje£ts,  he 

E  e  2  ftiU 
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BOOK  ftill  fays,  they  an  my  children ;  but  they  are  do  longer  fcr- 
His  courtiers  have  fciled  themfelves  his  Haves,  and  have 
given  him  the  pompous  aiid  facrilegious  title  of  king  o^ 
heaven*  From  that  moment,  men  mail  have  appeared  to 
him  but  as  fo  many  infeds  creeping  on  the  ground.  Thp 
gold  which  he  has  digged  out  of  the  mines,  has  put  a  flop 
to  agriculture.  He  has  defpifed  the  homely  roof  of  his, 
anceflors,  and  would  have  a  palace.  Its  circumference 
has  been.nGkarkcd  out,  and  comprehends  a  whole  league. 
Thoufands  of  cannon  planted  round  the  walls  of  this 
palace,  make  it  formidable  to  the  people.  It  now  tnclofes 
a  defpotic  monarch;  in  a  (hort  time  he  will  no  m^ore  be  feen; 
and  this  invi Ability,  which  conftitutes  the  majeAy  of  eall- 
crn  kings^  will  fubflitute  the  tyrant  to  the  father  of  the 
nation* 

The  difcovery  of  gold  has  brought  on  that  of  taxes  j; 
and  the  name  of  adminiftration  of  the  finances  will  fooa 
fupercede  that  of  civil  legiflation  and  focial  coatrad.  Con- 
tributions are  no  longer  free-will  offerings,  but  extortioof 
levied  by  compulfion.  De£gning  men  go  to  the  king's 
palac^  and  craftily  obtain  the  privilege  of  plundering 
th/e  produces.  With  gold  they  at  once  purchaie  a  right 
,of  committing  crimes,  and  the  privilege  of  impunity: 
they  bribe  the  courtiers,  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  magif- 
trates,  and  opprefs  the  hufbandmen.  The  traveller  al- 
ready fees  as  he  pa&s  along  fallow  grounds^  and  whole 
villages  foriaken  by  their  inhabitants.  This  king  rfheaven^ 
like  the  gods  of  Epicurus,  carele&ly  fuffers  plagues  and 
calamities  to  vex  the  land.  He  is  ignorant  of  the  fuffer* 
ings  and  diftreifes  of  his  people,  who  will  ibon  fidl  into 
a  ftate  of  annihilation,  Uke  the  favages  whofe  territories 
they  now  poiTefs.  All  nations  governed  by  defpotlfm  muft 
ineyitably  perilh  in  this  manner.  If  Cochtxvchina  reUpfts 
into  that  chaos  out  of  which  it  emerged  about  a  hundred  and 
fifty  years  ago,  it  will  be  wholly  difregarded  by  the  naviga- 
tors who  now  frequent  the  ports  of  that  kingdom.  The  Chi- 

aefe. 
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nefe,  who  carry  on  the  greateft  trade  there,  get  in  ex-  8  O  O  K 
change  for  their  own  commodities  wood  for  fmall  work, 
and  timber  for  building  houfes  and  fhips. 

An  immenfe  quantity  of  fugar,  the  raw  at  four  livres  • 
a  hundred  weight,  the  white  at  eight  ^,  and  fngar-candy 
at  tenc.  Very  good  filk,  fattins,  and  pitrc,  the  fibres 
of  a  tree,  not  unjike  the  banana,  which  they  fraudu« 
lently  mix  in  their  manufa<flures«  Black  and  ordinary* 
eca,  which  ferves  for  the  confumption  of  commtffl  people. 
Such  excellent  cinnamon,  that  it  fcUi  three  or  four 
times  dearer  than  that  of  Ceylon.  There  is  very  little  of 
it ;  it  grows  only  upon  one  mountain,  which  is  always 
furrounded  with  guards.  Excellent  p^per,  and  fuch 
pure  iron,  that  they  work  it  as  it  comes  out  of  the  mine, 
without  ftnelting.  Gold  of  three  and  twenty  carrats.  It 
is  found  there  in  greater  plenty  than  in  ajiy  other  part  of 
the  Baft.  Eagle-wood,  which  is  more  or  lefs  efteemed  ay 
it  is  more  or  lefis  refinous;  The  {ueces  that  contain  mofl^ 
of  this  rofin  are  commonly  taken  from  thf  heart,  or  from 
the  root  of  the  tree.  They  ar?  called  calnnbac,  and  are 
always  fold  for  their  weight  in  gold  to  the  Chinefe,  who 
account  them  the  higheft  cordial  in  nature.  They  arc 
carefully  preferved  in  pewter-boxes,  to  )ceep  them  fronj 
drying.  When  they  are  to  be  adminiftered  they  are 
ground  upon  a  marble,  with  fuch  liquids  as  are  beft  fuited 
to  the  diforder  they  are  intended  to  remoy^.  The  inferior 
eagle-wood,  which  always  fells  at  leaft  a  hundred  livres  <!. a 
pound,  is  carried  to  Perfia,  Turky,  and  Arabia.  They 
life  it  to,  peffiinie  their  cioaths,  and  fometimes  their  apart- 
ments, i|pon  vciy  particular  oecafions,  and*  then  they  mix 
ft  wit!|  amber.  It  is  alfo  ufed  for  another  purpofe.  It  it 
^  cuilom  among  thofe  nations,  when  they  are  deiirous  of 
Piewing  their  vifitors  great  civiHties,  toprefent  them  with 
pipes,  then  with  coffee  and  fwcetmeats.  When  corvverfation 
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?  ^I^  ^  begins  to  grow  languid,  the  fticrbct  is  broughtin,  which  i« 
looked  upon  as  a  hint  to  depart.  As  foon  as  the  ftrangec 
fifes  to  go  away,  they  bring  in  a  little  pan  with  ^agle-wood, 
and  pe]:f^IIle  his  beard,  fprinkling  it  with  roie- water. 

Thovgd  thQ  French,  who  had  fcarce  any  thing  elfe  tq 
bring  but  clothe  lead,  gunpowder,  and  brimflone,  were 
pbliged  to  trade  with  Cochinchina  chiedy  in  money,  yet 
they  were  under  a  qeceiSty  of  purfuing  this  trade  in  com- 
petition With  the  Chipefe.  This  Jnoonyenience  might  havQ 
been  ohvi^ted  by  the  profit  that  would  have  been  madQ 
Upon  goods  fent  to  Europe,  or  fol^  in  {ndia ;  but  it  is  now 
too  late  to  attempt  it.  Prqbity<a^d  honefly,  the  efientials 
of  an  adive  and  folid  trade,  are  forfaking  thefe  regions^ 
which  were  forxi|erly  fo  fiouriihing,  in  proportion  as  the 
government  becop:\e8  arbitrary,  and  confequently  unjuft. 
In  a  fhort  time  no  greater  number  of  ihips  will  be  feen 
in  their  harbours  than  ip  thofe  pf  the  iieighbouring  dates, 
where  they  were  fcarcely  known. 

However  this  may  be,  the  French  cprnpany  driven. 
from  Slam,  apd  without  hopes  of  fettling  at  the  extre* 
mities  of  Afia,  began  to  regret  their  factory  at  Surat, 
where  they  dared  not  appear  again,  fmce  they  had  left  it 
without  paying  their  debts.  They  had  \oi\  the  only 
market  they  knew  of  for  their  cloths,  their  lead,  and  their 
iron  ;  and  they  were  continually  at  a  lofs  in  the  purchafe 
of  goods  to  anfwer  the  fancies  of  the  mother  country,  and 
the  wants  of  the  colonies.  By  fulfilling  all  their  former 
engagements,  they  might  have  recovere4  their  forfeited 
liberty.  The  Mogul  goyernment  wilhed  for  a  •  greater 
competition  in  their  roads,  and  would  have  prefetred  the 
French  to  the  Englilh,  who  had  puf  chafed  of  the  court  an 
exemption  from  all  fiuties^  and  often  urged  them  to  it, 
"Whether  it  was  for  want  of  honefty,  of  flcill,  or  of  means, 
pertain  it  is  that  the  company  never  could  remove  th^ 
reproach  they  had  incurred.  Th^y  confined  their  whole 
jitrpntign  ;o  the  fortifyipg  of  Pondicherry,  whpn   they 

were 
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were  fuddenly  prevented  by  a  bloody  war,  which  was  owirvg  BOOK 

to  remote  caufes.  *  ^_    ^,'     ^ 

The  northern  Barbaritiis  who  hiid  overturned  the  Ro-  The  lofs 

man  empire,  that  wag  miftrefs  of  the  world,  eftablifhed  a  J"  of  Pon^ 

form  of  governicent  which  would  not  admit  of  augmenting  dichcrry, 

their  cooquefls,   and  kept  every  ftate  within  its  natural  c^me  the 

limits.     The  abolition  of  the  ftudal  laws,  and  the  altera-  ^^^'^^^^^'J^'- 

'     mcnt  m  In- 

tions  confequent  upon  it,  foemtd  to  tend  to  a  lecond  dia, 
uuiverfal  monarchy ;  but  the  Auftrian  power,  weal^cned  * 
by  the  great  extent- of  their  polTeilions  and  their  didance 
from  each  other,  could  not  overturn  the  bulwarks  that 
were  raiftng  againft  it.  After  a  whole  century  of  con» 
teils,  hopes,  and  difappointments,  it  was  forced  to  yield 
to  a  nation,  whofe  (Irength,  portion,  and  adlivlty,  ren-r 
dered  her  more  formidable  to  the  liberties  of  Europe. 
Richelieu  and  Mazarine  began  this  revolution  by  their 
intrigues,  Turenne  arid  Conde  completed  it  by  their 
victories.  Colbert  fettled  it  by  the  introduftlon  of  arts, 
and  of  all  kinds  of  induilry.  If  Lewis  XIV.  who  mav  be 
faid  to  have  been  not,  perhaps,  the  greateft  monarch  of  hi^ 
age,  but  one  who  beft  fupported  the  dignity  Qf  the  thron*^, 
had  been  more  moderate  in  the  exercifc;  of  his  power, 
^  and  the  fenfe  of  his  grandeur,  it  \s  di^Scult  to  determine 
how  far  he  might  have  carried  his  good  fortune.  His 
vanity  proved  detrimental  to  y\i$  ambition.  After  bend- 
ing his  own  fubje£ls  to  h|s  virill,  he  wanted  to  do  the  fame 
with  his  neighbours.  His  pride  raifed  him  more  enemies 
than  his  influence  and  his  genius  could  fupply  him  with 
allies  and  refources. 

He  was  delighted  with  the  flatteries  of  his  panegyrifl$ 
and  courtiers,  who  promifed  him  univerfal  monarchy,  and 
the  pleafure  he  took  in  thefe  adulations  contributed  Itill 
more  than  the  extent  of  his  power  to  infpire  a  dread 
of  univerfal  conqueft  and  flavcry.  The  diftrefles  and 
invedives  of  his  proteflant  fubjeds  difperfed  by  a  tyran- 
nical fanaticifm,   completed  the  hatred  b^  had  incurred 

E  c  ^  b^- 
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B  O  O  K  by  his  fuccefles,  aQ4  ^^  abufe  he  madt:  of  I^ii  proiV 
iv.  , 

pcrity. 

Thb  Prince  qf  Qran^,  a  a|an  of  a  fteady*  upright  difpo^ 

j^tion,  and  of  a  penet rating  jadgment»  endowed  with  ever^r 

virtue  tl^at  is  confiflient  with  anxbition^  became  the  centef^ 

of  all  thefe  refet^toients,  which  he  had  iong  fomented  hy 

his  negociatioQs  and  his  emiQaries,    France  was  attacke4 

py  the  i^o(^  forpnidable  confederacy  recorded  in  hiftory^ 

^nd  yet  (he  was  conftantly  triuipphant* 

She  was  not  fo  fuccefsful  in  Afia  as  in  Europe.  The 
Dutch  firft  endeavoured  to  prevail  upon  the  natives  to  at- 
tack Pondicherry,  which  they  could  never  be  compelled  to 
reflore.  The  Indian  prince,  to  whom  they  applied  for  that 
purpofe,  was  not  to  be  bribed  by  their  gold  to  agree  tQ 
fo  j>erfidiou6  a  propofai.  His  cqnii^nt  anfwer  was,  Tis 
French  have  bought  that  place^  it  would  (e  ui^Hft  to  turn 
fhem  out.  What  the  Kaja  refufed  to  do,  the  Dutch  dic^ 
tbemfelves.  They  befieged  the  town  in  1693,  and  wert^ 
obliged  to  reflore  it  at  the  peace  of  I^yfw^k^  in  ^  niucl\ 
better  condition  than  they  found  it. 

Martin  was  again  appointed  director,  and  managec^ 
the  affairs  of  the  company  with  that  wifdoni»  ({(.illy  and 
integrity,  which  was  expeded  from  him.  That  able  and 
virtuous  merchant  drtw  frefti  colonifts  to  Pondicherry, 
and  made  the  place  agreeable  to  them,  by  the  good  order 
Jie  maintained  there,  and  by  his  moderation  and  juftice. 
He  found  means  to  be  beloved  by  the  neighbouring  princeS| 
whofe  friendfhip  was  of  confequence  to  an  infant  colony. 
He  fele£led  and  trained  up  excellent  fubjeds,  and  fent 
them  to  the  Afiatic  markets,  and  tp  the  fevecal  princes. 
He  had  perfuaded  the  French,  that  a$  they  were  come 
laft  to  India,  finding  thcmfelvcs  there  in  a  weak  condition^ 
and  without  hopes  of  ajfiftapce  f|"om  hoqie,  th?  only  way 
to  fucceed  was^  to  give  the  natives  a  good  opinion  of  them. 
He  made  them  put  off  that  levity,  and  thofe  fcornful  .-lirs^ 
irhich  fo  often  make  their  pation  infuffcrable  to  ftrangcrs, 
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They  grew  fhodeft»  gentle,  and  afliduous  to  bnfinefs;  they  BOOK 
learnt  the  art  of  behaving  fuitably  to  the  genhis  of  the 
fereral  naik^nsy  and  to  particular  circumnrances.  Thoie 
who  did  not  confine  themfelves  to  the  company's  fervice* 
frequenting  different  courts,  got  acquainted  with  the 
places  where  the  fineft  ftuffs  were  manufa^red,  the  ftaples 
where  the  choiceft  commodities  were  to  be  met  with,  and, 
in  (hort,  with  all  the  particulars  relative  to  the  inlan4 
f  rade  of  every  country. 

All  that  Martin  could  do  was  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
future  fucccfs  to  the  company,  by  the  good  opinion  he 
i  gave  of  the  French,  by  the  pains  he  took  to  train  up 
agents,  by  the  informations  he  acquired,  alid  by  the  good 
order  he  maintained  in  Pondicherry,  which  daily  acquired 
new  inhabitants ;  but  all  this  was  not  fuiticicnt  to  invigo^ 
fate  a  feeble  conftitutioQ  as  that  of  the  company  had  al« 
ways  been.  ' 

The  firft  fcheroe  was  to  eflablifh  a  great  empire  at  Ma-  DeetiM  e( 
dagafcar.  A  fingle  afmament  carried  over  1688  perfons,  ***'  F»«»* 
who  were  made  to  expcd  a  delightful  climate  and  a  rapid  and  the 
^rtune,  whereas  they  found  nothing  but  famine,  difcord,  ^ 
and  death.  '   - 

So  unfortunate  a  beginning  difcouraged  the  adventurers 
^om  an  undertaking,  which  they  had  entered  upon  for  fa« 
ftiion's  fake^  or  out  of  complaifance.  The  owners  of 
Ihares  had  not  made  ^ood  their  payments  fo  pun^ally  as 
they  ought,  which  is  an  eifential  thing  in  commercial  con- 
cerns. The  government,  which  had  engaged  to  lend^ 
without  intereft  ^  fifth  part  of  the  fums  which  ihould  come 
into  the -company's  coffers,  and  had  as  yet  been  called 
ypon  but  for  two  millions  «,  again  drew  the  fame  fum  out 
of  the  public  treafure,  in  hopes*  of  fupporting  the  work 
they  had  begun.  Some  time  after,  they  carried  their  ge- 
nerofity  further  ftill,  and  freely  gave  what  at  firft  was  only 

}ent. 

•  87,500 1. 

This 
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This  facrificeof  the  miniftry  could  not,  howeyer,  en- 
able the  company  to  proceed  in  their  operations*  They 
were  forced  to  confine  them  to  Surat  and  Pondicherry  ; 
and  to  abaiidon  their  iettlements  at  Bantam,  Raji4)ore, 
Tilferi*  Mazulipatam^  Gombroon  and  Siam.  No  doubt 
they  had  too  many  fo&ories,  and  fome  were  ill  fitutted  ; 
but  this  was  not  the  reafon  for  putting  them  down;  it 
was  merely  their  inability  to  fupport  them. 

Soon  after,  they  were  obliged  to  proceed  a  ftep  fiirther. 
Jn  1682,  they  gave  permiilion  indifcriminately  to  French 
fubjedts  and  foreigners  to  tra()e  to  the  Bail  Indies  for  five 
years  on  the  company's  fliips,  paying  the  freight  that 
^ould  be  agreed  upon  ;  and  on  condition  that  the  goods 
li^rought  home  ihould  be  depofited  in  the  company's  ware- 
houfes,  fold  with  their  own,  aird  pay  them  a  duty  of  fire 
per  cent.  The  public  fo  eagerly  came  into  this  propofal, 
that  the  diretStors  entertained  great  hopes  from  the  in- 
creafe  of  thefe  fmall  profits,  which  would  be  confhmt 
without  any  rifque.  But  the  proprietors,  defpifing  thefe 
lefTcr  emoluments,  and  jealous  of  the  great  profits  made 
by  the  free  traders,  in  two  years  time  obtained  a  repeal 
of  this  regulation,  and  their  charter  remained  in  full 
force. 

To  fupport  this  monopoly'* with  fome  decency,  they 
wanted  money.  In  1684,  the  company  obtained  from 
government  a  call  upon  all  the  proprietors,  amounting  to 
a  quarter  of  their  concern ;  and  i|>  cafe  any  one  failed  to 
pay  his  call,  his  whole  (hare  was  to  be  made  over  to  an- 
other who  had  paid  it  for  him.  Whether  from  perverfe- 
nefs,  from  good  reafons,  or  from  inability,  many  did  not 
pay,  fo  that  their  ihares  loft  three  fourths  of  their  ori- 
ginal value;  and  to  the  fliame  of  the  nation,  men  were 
found  fo  barbarous  or  fo  unjuft  as  to  enrich  themfelvej 
with  their  fpoils. 

This  dilhonourable  expedient  enabled  them  to  fit  out  a 
few  fhips  for  Afia  ;   but  new  wants  were  foon  felt.    This 

cruel 
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cruel  fituation,  whidi  grew  worfe  and  worfe,  put  them  BOOK 

upon  demanding  «f  the  pYoprieton,  in  16979  the  reftitu- 

tion  of  tkit'dWidends  of  ten  and  twenty  per  cent,  which 

t\ity  had  received  in  1687  and  1691.    So  cxtraordinaly  a 

propofal  raifed  a  gi^neral  clamour.    They  wertf  obliged 

to  havp  recourfe-  to    the  ufuai   method  of  bo^prowing, 

Thefe  loans  became  more  chargeable,  the  more  they  ^ere 

multiplied^  becaufe  the  fecurity  grew  more  precarioiiis. 

.  As  the  company  was  in  want  both  of  money  and  credit, 

the  eijiptinefs  of  their  coffers  put  it  out  of  their  power  to 

afford  thofc  advantages  to  the  merchant  in  India,  and  that 

encouragement^   without  which  he  will  neither  work  nor 

fet  others  to  work.     This  inabilily  reduced  the  French 

fales  to  nothing.    It  is  demonftrable/  ^^hat  frqm  1664  to 

1684,  that  n,  in  the  fpace  of  twenty  years,  the  fum  total 

of  their  produce  did  not  exceed  nine  millions  x)ne  hun* 

drcd  thoufan4  livrcs  *. 

To  thefe  had  been  added  other  abufes.  The  con« 
^u6t  of  the  admin iilrators  ,and  agents  for  the  company 
had  not  befcn  properly  diredled,  or  duly  looked  into.  They 
bad  broken  into,  their  Gapital,  and  paid  dividends  out  of 
their  flock ,  which  ought  only  to  have  arifen  from  the 
profits.  The  leafl  brilliant  and  leail  profperous  of  all 
reigns  had  exhibited  a  model  for  a  commercial  company. 
The  trade  to  China,  the  eaiieil,  the  fafcft  and  the  moft  ad- 
vantageous that  is  carried  on  wi<h  Afia,  had  been  given 
up  to  a  particular  body  of  merchants. 

The  bloody  war  of  1689,  added  to  the  calamities  of  the 
India  copipany,  even  by  the  very  fucccfTcs  of  France. 
Swarms  of  privateers^  fitted  out  from  the  feveral  liarbours 
in  the  kingdom,  annoyed  by  their  vigilance  and  bravery 
the  trade  of  Holland  and  England.  In  their  numberlefs 
prizes  were  found  a  prodigious  quantity  of  India  goods^ 
which  were  retailed  at  a  low  price.     The  company,  who 


42t  HISTORY  Of  SETTLEIffiNTS  AND  TRAI>B 

B  O  O  K  bjr  this  competition  were  forced  to  fell  under  prime  coft, 
fought  to  find  out  ibme  expedient  to  fave  themfelres  from 
this  extremity^  but  could  think  of  none  that  was  recon- 
cileable  with  the  intereft  of  the  privateers,  nor  did  the 
minifter  think  proper  to  facriftce  an  ufefiil  fet  of  men,  to 
a  body  who  had  fo  long  wearied  him  with  their  murmurs 
and  complaints. 

After  all,  the  company  had  many  more  caufes  of  dif- 
content.  The  financiers  had  Ihewn  an  open  hatred  for 
them,  and  were  continually  thwarting  and  clogging  them* 
Supported  by  thofe  vile  aflbciates  which  they  always  hare 
at  court,  they  endeavoured  to  annihilate  the  India  trade, 
under  the  fpecious  pretence  of  encouraging  the  home  ma- 
nufadures.  The  government  was  at  firft  afraid  of  being 
cxpofed  to  reproach,  by  departing  from  the  principles  of 
Colbert,  and  repealing  the  mofl  folcmn  edicts :  but  the 
farmers  of  the  revenue  found  means  to  render  thofe  pri- 
vileges ufelefs,  which  the  miniflry  would  not  abollfh ;  and 
without  being  abfolutely  deprived  of  thern^  the  company 
no  longer  enjoyed  them. 

Heavier  duties  were  Aicceilively  laid  upon  all  India 
Ijoods.  Half  a  year  feldom  palfed,  without  fome  new  re- 
gulation, fometimes  to  allow,  fometimes  to  prohibit  the 
ufe  of  thefe  commodities:  theie  was  a  continued  fcene  of 
contradifUons,  in  a  p^rt  of  adminiflration  that  would 
have  required  Heady  and  invariable  principles.  All  thefc 
waverings  gave  Europe  room  to  think  that  trade  would 
hardly  be  eftablifhed  in  a  kingdom  where  all  depends  upon 
the  caprices  of  a  mipifler^  or  the  interefls  of  thofe  who 
govern. 

The  condu«5l  of  an  ignorant  and  corrupt  adminiflra- 
tion ;  the  levity  and  impatience  of  the  proprietors,  the 
fclfifti  jealoufy  of  the  finance,  the  oppreflive  fpirit  of  the 
treafury,  joined  to  other  caufes,  had  prepared  the  ruin  of 
the  company.  The  miferies  of  the  war  for  the  Spanilh  fuc- 
ceifion  faaftened  their  de(lru«5lion. 

2  EvertJ 


IN  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  4.29 

EvKitY  refource  was  ezbaufted.  The  j»oft  fanguine  B  Q  0  I& 
faw  no  profped  of  making  the  leaft  armament.  Befides,  \_j-  -  jt 
if  by  fome  unexpected  good  fortune  they  ihould  chance  to 
£t  out  fome  few  weak  vefTels^  it  was  to  be  feared  thejr 
might  be  feized  in  Europe,  or  in  India,  by  dif^ppoint- 
ed  creditors,  who  muft  be  exafperated  at  being  fo  long 
trifled  with.  Thefe  powerful  motives  determined  the 
company  in  1707,  to  confent  that  fome  rich,.n[>erchant^ 
ihould  fend  their  own  ihips  to  India,  upon  condition  tha( 
they  ihould  allow  th'e  company  fifteen  per  cent,  profit 
upon  the  goods  they  (hould  brijig  home,  and  the  xlfht  of 
taking  fuch  ihare  in  thoie  ihips  as  their  drcumftances 
ihould  admit  of.  Soon  after  this,  they  were  even  reduced 
to  make  over  the  whole  and  exclufive  exercife  of  their 
privilege  to  fonoe  privateers  of  St.  Malo,  iliU  referving 
the  fame  concedion,  which  for  fome  years  jpail,  had  i^. 
fome  degree  kept  them  alive. 

Notwithstanding  this  defperate  iituation,  in  1714 
they  folicited  the  renewal  of  their  charter,  which  wa^ 
nearly  at  an  end,  and  which  they  had  enjoyed  for  half  9. 
century.  The  miniftry,  who  did  not  know,  or  would  not 
fee  that  there  were  proper  meafures  to  be  taken,  granted 
them  an  indulgence  for  ten  years  longer.  This  new  regu- 
lation took  place  but  in  part,  in  confequence  of  fome  ex- 
traordinary events,  the  caufes  of  which  we  (hall  next  in- 
quire into. 

Whobveh  has  been  accuftomed  to  trace  the  progrefs  TheFreftcfc 
of  empires,  has  always  confidered  the  death  of  Colbert  as  coIIlJJa^"* 
the  period  that  put  an  end   to  the  true  profperity  of  S^n^P^f  of 
Prance.     She  ilill  appeared  with  fyme  outward  fplendor,  fpiendour 
but  her  inward  decay  increafed  daily.     Her  finances,  ad-  f^^g  *^\, 
miniftered  without  order  or  principle,  fell  a  prey  to  a  mul-  foonrclapfet 
titude  of  rapacious  farmers  of  the  revenue.   Thefe  people  Hty,  ^^^"^^ 
made  themfeives  neceifary  by  their  very  extoriions,  arid  went 
fo  far  as  to  give  the  law  even  to  government.   The  confu- 
fton,  ufury,  and  continual  alteratioiu  in  the  coin,  the  re- 

dudion 
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BOOK  <}u£lioiis  of  intcreft,  the  alienations  of  tb«  domain  an<i 
of  the  taxfrs,  engagements  Which  it  was  imt>oiiible  to  fulfil, 
the  creation  of  penfions  and  places,  the  privileges  and  ex- 
emptions of  all  kiiidS)  ^nd  a  thottfand  Other  evils,  each 
more  ruinous  than  the  other,  were  th^  confequehccs  of  (o 
corrupt  an  adminiflratiori. 

The  lofs  of  credit  fdoil  became  Unlvertkl.  Bankrupt- 
cies were  more  frequent.  Money  grew  (carce,  and  trade 
was  at  a  (land.  The  confumption  was  fmaller.  The  culture 
of  landi  was  neglected.  Artills  ^ent  over  to  foreign 
tountries.  The  common  people  had  neither  food  nor 
clothing.  The  nobility  ferf  ed  in  the  army  without  pay, 
snd  mortgaged  their  limds.  All  orders  Of  men  groaned 
under  the  weight  of  taxes,  and  were  in  want  of  the  neceil 
fanes  of  life.  The  royal  effefts  had  loft  thdr  value.  The  con^ 
tradts,  upon  the  hotel  de  ville  fold  but  for  half  their  worth, 
and  the  bills  of  fale  fell  eighty  or  ninety  per  cent,  under 
par.  Lewis  XIV,  a  little  before  his  death,  was  in  great 
want  of  eight  millions  ■ ;  and  was  forced  to  give  bonds  for 
52,000,000  \  which  was  borrowing  at  four  hundred  per  cent. 

In  this  confufion  were  public  affairs,  when  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  took  the  reins  of  government.  Thofe  who 
were  for  violent  meafures,  '  propofed  to  facrifice  thef 
creditors  of  the  ftate  to  the  landholders,  aS  tlie  former 
were  in  proportion  to  the  latter"&tlf  as  One  to  fix  hundred. 
The  regent  refufed  to  come  into  a*  meifure  that  would 
have  ftamped  an  indelible  ftain  upon  his  adminiftratioh.  He 
preferred  an  Inquiry  into  the  public  engagements  to  a 
total  bankruptcy. 

'  NotwiTHSTANDiNO  the  reduftiott  of  600,000,600 *^  of 
ftock  to  bearer,  to  250,000,000  3. of  government  bonds, 
the  national  debt  amounted  to  262,138,001  livres  ^  at 
twenty-eight  livres  '  the  mark,  the  intereft  of  which,  at 
four  per  cent,  amounted  to  39,983,453  livres  g. 
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This  enormous  debt,  which  nearly  abforbed  the  whole  B  O  O  It 
of  the  public  revenue,  fuggeiled  the  idea  o^  appointing  a 
bed  of  jufiice,  to  call  thofe.to  Jiccount  who  had  been  the 
authors  of  the'piibiic  caknaities,  and  had  enriched  them« 
felves  with  the  fpoils  of  the  nation.  This  inquiryonly  ferved 
to  expofe  to  public  view  the  incapacity  of  the  minifters  who 
had  been  intnifted  with  the  management  of  the  finances, 
the  craft  of  the  fanners  of  the  revenue  who  had  fwal«- 
lowed  them  up,  and  the  bafeQefs  of  the  courtiers  who  had 
fold  their  intereft  to  the  firil  bidder*  By  this  experi<> 
ment,  honeil  minds  were  confirmed  in  the  abhorrence 
they  always  had  for  fuch  a  tribunal.  It  degrades  the  dig- 
nity of  the  prince  who  fails  to  fulfil  his  engagements,  and 
eitpofes  to  the  people  the  vices  of  a  corrupt  adminiftra^ 
tion.  It  is  injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  citizeB,  who 
is  accountable  for  his  anions  to  none  but  the  law*  It 
ilrikes  terror  into  the  rich,  who  are  marked  out  as  delin* 
quents,  merely  becaufe  they  are  rich,  be  their  fortunes 
well  or  ill  gotten.  It  gives  encouragement  to  infcrmers» 
who  point  out,  as  fit  objeds  for  tyranny,  fpch  as  it  may 
be  advantageous  to  ruin.  It  is  compofed  of  unmerciful 
leeches,  who  fee  guilt  wherever  they  fuiped  there,  is  money. 
It  fpares  plunderers,  who  find  means  to  fecret  their  wealth 
in  time;  and  ftrips  honeft  men  who  thought  thenafelves 
fecure  in  their  innocence.  It  facrifices  the  inferefts  of  the 
treafury  to  the  whims  of  a  few  greedy,  profligate  and  ex^ 
travagant  favourites. 

Whilst  France  was  exhibiting  to  all  Europe  the  cruel 
and  difgraceful  fpe£lacle  of  thefe  complicated  evils,  a 
Scotch  empiric  arrived  at  Paris,  who  for  fome  -time  had 
been  travelling  about,  and  making  a  ihow  of  his  talents^ 
hurried  on  by  his  own  reftlefs  difpofition.  His  fiery  gc^ 
nius,  and  peremptory  manner,  was  capable  of  bearing 
down  every  argument,  and  furmounting  every  difliculty. 
In  1716  he  fugg^fled  the  idea  of  a  bank,  the  fuccefs  of 
which  confounded  his .  opponents,  and  even  exceeded  his 

own 
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BOOK  0^11  ezp^ahttofts.  With  ainctjr  millions  « that  the  Weft 
India  company  fiurnilhed  terwards  this  hztik,  it  ffh^  tie# 
life  t6  agticiihare,  to  trade,  to  art^i  ih  ihort»  to  thi 
whole  nation.  The  audior  was  extolled  as  an  accurate^ 
extenfiTe  and  eletrated  geiiitts,  who  defpifed  fbrtnhd^ 
auned  only  at  glory,  and  wanttfd  to  t^nfrtiit  his  nam«  td 
pofterity  hy  great  a^ons*  Such  was  th^  gratitu^  oF  th^ 
public,  that  he  was  thought  to  deferve  the  highi^ft  ho- 
Bonrs^ .  This  aftomlhing  profpcHty  gave  hitti  an  unlimited 
authority.  He  made  ufe  of  it  in  17 19  to  unite  thi  £a!l 
and  Weft  India  companies,  as  likewife  thofeoFA^ici  an^ 
China  into  one  body.  Commercial  fchemes  were  the  leaft 
concet*n  of  the  new  fociety.  They  carrted  their  ambition 
to  far  as  to  pretend  to  pay  off  all  the  natiofisd  debt.  Thft 
govtrnment  granted  them  the  fole  rending  of  tobac^co;  thif , 
tnint,  the  receipts  and  getieral  farms^  to  enable  thenf  ta 
purfae  fo  grand  a  projeft. 

At  ixfli,  La#'s  fchenwis  ihet  with  nniveffti  appftWi 
tion.  Six  hundred  and  twenty-^fonr  fhoufind  fhares^ 
inoftiy  boiight  with  government  bins,  and  whkh  npbii  in 
Average  did  not  really  coft  56olivrc!i^,roft  to  10,060 HvreA*, 
payable  in  bank  notes.  Such  was  the  infatuation  of  th^ 
public,  that  not  only  Freftehrtien  but  foreignehs,!  slfid-ei^ea 
the  mbft  fenfible  peoj^le,  fdd  theif  ftock,  their  lands,  iheir 
jewels,  to  play  this  extraordinary  game.  Gold  and  filref 
were  held  in  no  eifimatibn  ;  and'  nbthing  but  paper  cur« 
tency  was  fought  after. 

This  frenzy  multiplied  paper  Credit  to  fuch  iri  zshztlng 
degree,  that  it  circulated  to  the  amount  of  6,138,243,590 
livres  «J,  in  IhareS  of  India  ftock,  or  in  bank  notes,  though 
there  was  a^ually  in  the  kingdom  no  more  than  twelve . 
hundred  milliani  ^  in  fpecie,  at  (ixty  Tivres  the  mzA  ^4 

Such  adifproportion  might  poflibly  have  been  born  in  a 
free  nation,  where  it  had  been  brought  on  by  degrees.  The  ci- 
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tizensy  accnftomed  to  cohfider  the  nation  as  a  permanent  ^ 
and  iridependtjnt  bodyi  truft  to  its  fecurity  the  babre  rca- 
)ii\y,  as  they  ai^e  feldohi  thoroughly  a<i4iiainted  with  hi 
powers »  aAd  have  a  good  opinion  of  its  equity,  founded  od 
teperiehce.  Upon  tht  ftrehgth  of  this  favt>ura61e  preju* 
dice,  credit  i^  often  ftretcbed  in  thofb  Hates  beyond  the 
J^eal  refources  and  fecurities  of  the  nation*  This  is  hot  the 
tafe  in  ah  abfolute  monarchy,  efpecially  fuch  as  have  oft^d 
broke  their  Engagements.  If  an  implidif  Confidence  is  Ihewd 
in  a  fit  of  phrehzy,  the  cfFcft  ceafes  with  the  caufe.  Their 
infol^eniy  ftrikes  cvtry  ^t.  The  honcfty  of  the  monarch, 
€h6  ihort^age,  the  ftock,  every  thing  appears  imaj^naty« 
The  creditor,  recovered  from  his  delirium,  demands  hii 
money  with  a  degree  of  impatience  proportionable  to  hi^ 
iineafinefs.  The  hiftory  of  the  fyilem  will  corroborate 
this  truth) 

In  order  to  ahfwer  the  fitft  demands,  they  had  recourfe 
to  very  ftrange  expedients.  Gold  was  prohibited  in  trade} 
all  perfbns  were  forbidden  to  k^ep  by  them  hiore  than  five 
hundred  livres  *  in  (p€tit.  An  edld  was  |5ubllih6d*  im- 
porting fevefal  fucceifive  diminutions  in  the  value  of  th^ 
coin.  Thi3  had  the  defired  effeA ;  people  were  how  in  hd 
hurry  to  draw  theit  vAonty  frohi  this  bank  ;  oh  the  con- ' 
trary,  ih  lefs  thafa  a  month  they  brought  in  cafli  t6  the 
amount  of  forty-four  million,  fix  hundred,  ninety-fix 
thoufand,  one  hundred,  and  nihety  livres  ^  in  fptcit,  at 
eighty  livres  ^  the  mark; 

As  this  infatuation  could  nbi  be  laitirig,  it  Was  jiidged 
expedient  to  lefTeii  the  difproportion  between  paper  and 
money,  by  reducing  the  bank  bills  to  half  their  Value,  and 
the  fiiares  to  five-ninths.  The  flahdard  for  the  coin  was 
fixed  at  eighty-two  livres  ten  (bis  ^  the  mark.  .This  ope- 
ration>  the  moft  rational^  |>erfiaps,  that  could  have 
been  devifed  in  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs,  com- 
pleted the  general   confufion.     The   condernatibh   i^ai 
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BOOK  univerfal ;  c^eiy  one  imagined  he  had  loft  half  his  fortune^ 
and  was  in  a  hurry  to  call  in  the  remainder.  The  bank 
had  no  ftock»  and  the  ftock-broker s  found  they  had  only 
been  grafping  at  fhadows.  The  fbreignersy  who  had  realju 
zed  their  paper  at  firft,  and  carried  off  one-third  of  the 
ready  money  of  the  kingdom,  were  the  leaft  lofers.  The 
hopes  which  the  government  had  conceived  of  paying  oflF  the? 
national  debt  difappeared  with  Law»  and  there  remained 
no'  folid  monument  of  the  fyflem^  but  an  India  Company^ 
whofe  (hares  were  fixed  by  the  liquidation  of  1723,  to  the 
number  of  fifty-fix  thoufand,  but  by  fubfequent  events 
were  reduced  to  fifty  thoufand,  two  hundred,  fixty-eight, 
jind  four-tenths, 

(jNFORTUNATBLt  thcy  prcfcrvcd  the  privHeges  of  the 
feyeral  companies  out  of  which  this  new  one  had  been 
formed ;  and  this  prerogative  made  them  neither  wife  nor 
|x)werfuli  it  confined  the  negro  trade,  and  flopped  the 
progrefe  of  the  fugar  colonies.  Moft  of  their  privileged 
lervpd  only  to  authorife  odious  monopolies.  The  moft 
fertile  regions  upon  earth,  when  m  thei^  hands,  Wete  nei- 
ther peopled  nor  cultivated.  The  fpirit  of  finance,  which 
reftrains  purfuits  as  much  as  the  commercial  fpirit  en- 
larges them,  became  the  fpirit  of  the  company,  and 
has  continued  ever  fince.  The  diredlors  thought  of  no* 
tbing  but  making  mobey  of  the  rights  ceded  to  the  com- 
pany in  Afia,  Africa,  and  America.  It  became  a  focietj 
of  farmers  rather  than  a  trading  company.  Nothing  could 
poflibly  be  faid  in  praife  of  their  adminiftration,  had  they 
not  been  fo  honeft  as  to  pay  off  the  debts  acaimulated  in 
India  for  a  century  paft ;  and  had  they  hot  taken  care  to 
fccure  Pondichefry  againft  any  invafion,  by  furrounding  it 
with  walls.  Their  trade  was  but  poor  and  precarious  til! 
Orry  was'  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  finances  of  the 
nation. . .  -    • 

ccfrofTc        That  upright  and  difinterefted- minifter  caft  a  bleroifh 
French  in     upon  his  virtucs,   by  a  harlhnefs  of  temper  which  he 

Ihewed 
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ihewed  in  a  manner  not  much  to  the  credit  of  the  nation.  BOOK 

IV 

One  day  tKat  a  friend  was  upbraiding  him  for  his  rudenefs, 
he  anfwered^  Hwu  can  it  be  othetiuife  ?  out  of  ii  hundred 
people  I  fie  in  a  day^  fifty  take  me  for  a  fool ^  and  fifty  for  d 
knave*  He  had  a  brother  named  Fuivy,  who  was  lefs 
rigid  in  his  principles,  but  had  more  afFabilityy  and  greater 
capacity.  He  intnifted  him  with  the  concerns  of  the  com<> 
pany,  which  could  not  but  thrive  in  fuch  hands. 

Notwithstanding  the  old  and  new  prejudices ;  not- 
withftanding  the  abhorrence  the  publick  had  for  a  relic 
of  the  fyftem;  notwithftanding  the  authority  of  the  Sor- 
bonne,  which  had  decided  that  the  dividend  upon  the 
fhares  came  under  the  denomination  of  ufury  ;  notwith- 
(landing  the  blindnefs  of  a  nation  credulous  enough  not  to 
be  fhocked  at  fo  abfurd  a  decifion,  yet  ftill  the  two  brothers 
found  means  to  convince  Cardinal  Fleury  that  it  was  right 
effcv^ually  to  fupport  the  India  Company.  They  even 
prevailed  upon  that  roinifter,  who  was  fometimes  too 
parfimonious,  to  laviih  the  king's  fityours  upon  this  eila- 
blifhment.  The  care  of  fnperintending  its  trade  and  in* 
creafing  its  powers,  was  afterwards  committed  to  feveral 
perfons  of  known  abilities. 

Dumas  was  fent  to  Pondicherry.  He  foon  obtained 
leave  of  the  court  of  Delhi  to  coin  money;  which  privilege 
was  worth  four  or  five  hundred  thoufand  livres  «  a  year. 
He  obtained  a  cefiion  of  the  territory  of  Karical,  which  en- 
titled him  to  a  con£derable  (hare  in  the  trade  of  Tanjour. 
Some  time  after,  X  hundred  thoufand  Marattas  invaded 
the  Decan.  They  attacked  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  who  was 
vanquifbed  and  llain.  His  family  and  feveral  of  his  fub^ 
je6ts  took  refuge  in  Pondicherry.  They  were  received 
with  all  the  kindnefs  due  to  allies  in  diftrefs.  Ragogi 
Bouflbla,  the  general  of  the  vidorious  army,  demanded, 
that  they  fhoidd  be  delivered  up  to  him,  and  further  re- 
quired the  payment  of  1,200,000  Ihrtet  ^  by  virtue  of  a 

*  Abgut  I9>700 1.  on  an  average,  ^  52^500 1. 
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®  ^v^  ^  tribute,  which   he  pretended  the  French   had  formerly 
fubmjtted  to. 

Dumas  made  anfwer ;  that  fo  long  as  the  Moguls  had. 
been  roaflers  of  that  country,  they  had  always  treated  the 
French  with  the  refpet^  due  to  one  of  the  moft  illuilrious 
nations  in  the  world,  which  took  a  pride  in  her  turn  in 
protc^ng  her  benefadors ;  that  it  was  not  in  the  nature 
of  that  magnanimous  nation  to  deliver  up  a  number  of 
women  and  children,  and  of  unfortunate  and  defencelefs 
men,  to  fee  them  put  to  death ;  that  the  fugitives  then  in 
the  town  were  under  the  protection  of  his  king,  ivho  ef- 
teemed  it  his  higheft  honour  to  be  the  protedtor  of  ths 
diftreiTed ;  that  every  Frenchman  in  Pondicherry  would 
gladly  die  in  their  defence ;  and  that  it  was  as  much  as 
his  head  was  worth,  if  his  fovereign  was  to  know  that  he 
had  fo  much  as  liflened  to  the  mention  of  a  tribute.  He 
added  that  he  was  ready  to  defend  the  place  to  the  laft 
extremity,  and  if  he  was  overpo«^ered,  he  would  get  on 
board  his  fhips,  and  return  to  Europe.  That  Ragogi 
might  confider  of  it,  and  fee  whether  he  chofe  to  expofe 
his  army  to  utter  definition,  when  the  mod  he  could  get 
by  it  was  to  take  polfeffion  of  a  heap  of  ruins. 

Thb  Indians  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  hear  the 
French  talk  with  fo  much  dignity.  This  boldnefs  dag- 
gered the  general  of  the  Marattas,  and  after  fome  nego- 
ciations  (kilfully  carried  on,  he  determined  to  keep  peace 
with  Pondicherry. 

Whilst  Dumas  was  procuring  wealth  and  refpe^  to 
the  company,  the  government  fent  la  Eourdonnais  to  the 
ifle  of  France. 

At  the  time  of  their  lirft  navigations  to  India,  the 
Portuguefe  had  difcovered  to  the  eaft  of  Madagafcar,  be- 
tween the  19th  and  20th  degrees  of  latitude,  three  iilands, 
to  which  they  gave  the  names  of  Mafcarenhas,  Cerne  and 
Rodrigue.  There  they  found  neither  men  nor  quadru- 
peds, and  attempted  no  fettlement  upon  either  of  the 

ifiandt. 
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iilands.  The  moft  weftern  of  them,  which  they  had  named  BOOK 

IV' 

Mafcarenhasy  ferved  as  a  refuge  about  the  year  1665  to 
feme  Frenchmen,  who  before  were  fettled  at  Madngafcar. 
There  they  found  an  extent  of  fixty  miles  in  length  and 
forty-five  in  breadth,  full  of  mountains,  and  but  few  plaih's. 
At  firft  they  bred  cattle,  and  afterwards  they  cultivated 
European  corn,  Afiatic  and  African  fruits,  and  fome  vege- 
tables fit  for  that  mild  climate.     The  health,  plenty  and 
freedom  they  enjoyed,  induced  feveral  failors  belonging 
to  the  ihips  that  touched  there  for-refrefhments,  to  come 
and  live  amongft  them.      Induftry  brought  on  popula- 
tion.    If\    17 18,    tl^ey  procured  fome   cofFee-tre«s  from 
Arabia,  which  fwcceeded  tolerably  well,  tftongh  the  fruit 
had  loft  much  of  its  flavour.     This  culture,  and  other  la- 
t>orious  employments,  were  performed  by  flaves  frorti  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  or  from  Madagafcar.     Then  the  ifland, 
which  had  changed  its  name  from  Mafcarenhas  to  the  Ifle 
of  Bourbon,  became  an  important  obje£l  to  the  company. 
In  1763,  the  popiilation  amounted  to  462jr  wlilte  people^ 
and  15149  blacks;  the  cattle  confifted  of  8702  beeves, 
4084  fheep,  7405  goats,  7619  hogs.    Upon  an  extent  of 
125909  acres  of  cultivated  land,  they  gathered  as  much 
caflava  as  would  feed  their  flaves,  1 135000  pound  weight 
of  corn,  844100  pounds  of  rice,  2879100  pounds  of  maize, 
and  2535100  pounds  of  coffee,  which  the  company  bought 
up  at  fix  fois  *  a-potxnd. 

'Unfortunately  this  valuable  pofl'eflion  has  no  har- 
bour. This  inconvenience  determined  the  French  to  at- 
tempt a  iettlemfnt  on  the  ifland  of  Cerne,  where  the  Por- 
tugu^fe  had,  as  ufual,  left  fome  quadrupeds  and  fowls 
for  the  benefit  of  fuch  of  their  fliips  as  fl)ould  chance  to 
call  there.  The  Dutch,  who  afterwards  took  pofl!eflion  of 
It,  forfook  it  for  fear  of  multiplying  their  fettlements  too 
ipuch*      The  ifland  was  uninhabited  when  the  French 

•  About  3d, 

*  F  f  J  landed 
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BOOK  landed  there  in  lyio^  ajeid  changed  its  name  from  MaMm 
rltius  to  the  Ifle  of  France,  which  it  ftill  bears. 


Ths  firft  inhabitants  that  were  fent  thither,  came 
from  Bourbon,  and  there  they  were  forgotten  for  fifteen 
years.  They  only  formed  as.i.t  were  a  corpt  de  garde,  with, 
orders  to  hang  out-  a  French  flag*  to  inform  all  nation^ 
that  the  ifland  had  a  mafter.-  The  company,  long  unde-* 
termined,  decided  at  laft  for  the  keeping  it,  and  in  1755» 
la  Bourdon aais  was  commidioned  to  imprpve  it. 

This  man,  who  has  iince  been  fo  famous,  was  born  at 
St..M,alo,  and  had  been  at  fea  from  the  age  of  ten  years ;  all 
his  voyages  had  been  profperous,  and  in  every  one  he  had 
iignalized  himfelf  by  fome  extraordinary  adlion.  He  had 
reconciled  the  Arabs  and  the  Portuguefej^  who  were  juft 
going  to  murder  one  another  in  the  road  of  Mocha:  and  had 
djftinguilhed  himfelf  in  the  war  at  Mahie.  He  was  the  firft 
frenchman  who  ever  thought  offending  armed  veiTels  ipta 
the  Indian  feas.  He  was  known  to  be  equally  ikilful  ia 
the  art  of  ihip-building,  as  in' that  of  navigating  and 
defending  a  (hip.  His  fchea>es  bore  the  mark  of  genius^ 
nor  were  his  views  contracted  by  the  clofe  attention  ha 
paid  to  all  the  minute  particulars  of  whatever  plan  he 
undertook.  DifHculties  did  but  quicken  his  a^livity,  and 
difplay  his  talent  for  difpofing  the  men  under/ his  com* 
xnand  to  the  beft  advantage.  Nothing  was  ever  laid  to. 
his  charge  but  ah  immoderate  paflion  for  riches;  and  it 
muft  be  confefTed  he  wag  not  over  fcrupulous  as  to  the 
means  of  acquiring 'them. 

He  was  no  fooner  arrived  at  the  Ifle  of  France,  than  he. 
made  it  his  bufinefs  to  acquire  every  information  he  cdul(| 
concerning  it.  He  found  •  it  to  he  31890  toifes  ki  its 
greateft  diameter,  22 124  in  its  greateit  breadth,  and  432680 
acres  in  furface.  The  greater  pvt  of  this  ground  was 
covered  with  almoft  impenetrable  forefts,  and  with  moun- 
tains not  above  400  toifes  high,  Moft  of  thefe  hills  weroi 
full  of  rcfervoii:s  of  water,  which  poured  down  in  ftreams 
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«poii  a  dart  grey  earth,  entirely  full  of  holes,  and  for  the  B  O  O  K 
naoft  part  f.ony. 

The  fea  coaft  was  what  la  Bourdonnais  chiefly  attended 
to,  and  his  principal  obfervations  related  to  the  two  har- 
bours he  found  there.  He  thought  the  harbour  on  the' 
fouth  eaft  fide  not  worth  attending  to,  on  account  of  the 
regular  and  high  winds,  which  make  it  impoffible,  or  at 
Feaft  very  difficult,  to  fail  out  pf  it  any  feafon  of  the  year. 
That  on  the  north-weft  he  found  far  preferable,  though 
ihe  (hips  muft  get  to  it  through  a  narrow  channel,  be-^ 
fwcen  two  flats,  and  then  be  towed  in,  -and  though  it  will 
icarcely  admit  above  thirty-five  or  forty  (hips. 

As  foon  as  la  Bourdonnais  had  taken  thefe  neceflary  in- 
formations, he  endeavoured  to  inftil  a  fpirit  of  emulation 
into  the  firft  colonifts  on  the  ifland,  who  were  quite  dlfr 
couraged  at  the  negleft  with  which  they  had  been  treated, 
and  to  reduce  to  fome  fubordination  the  vagrants  lately 
arrived  from  the  mother  country.  He  made  them  culti- 
vate rice  and  wheat,  for  the  -  food  of  the  Europeans,  and 
caffava,  which  he  had  brought  from  Brazil  for  the  flaves^ 
^ey  were  to  be  furnilhed  from  Madagafcar  whh  meat 
for  the  daily  confumption  of  the  richer,  inhabitants  and 
of  fea-faring  men,  till  the  cattle  they  had  procured  froni 
thence  fliould  have  multiplied  fo  confiderably,  as  to  pre* 
vent  the  neceflity  of  importing  any  more.  A  poft  which 
lie  had  eftablifhcd  on  the  little  ifland  of  Rodrigue,  abun- 
dantly fupplied  the  poor  with  turtle.  Here,  fliips  going 
to  India  foon  found  all  the  refrefhments  and  conveni- 
ences they  wanted  after  a  tedious  paflage.  Three  fhips 
were  fitted  out,  one  of  which  carried  500  tons  burden.  If 
the  founder  had  not  the  fatisf:i6lion  of  bringing  the  colony 
to  the  utmoft  degree  of  profperity  it  was  capable  of^  at 
leaft  he  had  the  credit  of  having  difcpvcred  what  degree 
of  importance  i^might  acquire  in  able  hands. 

These  improvements,  however,  though  they  feemed  to 
tp  owing  to  enchantment,  did  not  meet  with  the  approba- 
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BOOK  tion  of  thofc  who  were  principally  concerned  tn  them^ 
and  la  Bourdonnais  was  compcUed  tpjultify  hnnfelf.  One 
of  the  dire^rs  was  alking  him  one  day  how  it  camc.ahoot 
that  h^  had  done  the  company's  bufinefs  fo  ill,.  and*hi« 
own  fp  w^ll,  Bififiufe^  Aitd  he,  I^hav^^mrmiufaitornfing 
io  my  o%fn  jud^m^^U  oni^thi^t  ef  tbt  ^pmpmi^  agcareUtgiiu 
your  JirfffUm-  ■    -"^ 

Great  men  have  been  always  m<at  ufefid  to  the  pubBc^ 
than  large  b^iesof  men.  Nations  and  focieties  areiiut 
the  inftruments  of  men  of  genius  :  tl^efe  Jiave  bog*  *hfl| 
true  founders  of  ftates  and  colonics.  Spain,  Portugal^ 
Holland  and  England,  o^e  their  coaquedsand  fettleraent^ 
abroad  to  ^le  warriors,  experienced  feaanen^  and  legida- 
tors  offupeirior  talents.  France  efpeciaily  is  more  indebt-« 
cd  tafome  fortuna^  individuals,  tha^  to  th?  form  of  her 
government.  0(ie  of  thofc  emipe|it  men  had  juft  bcea 
^xing  two  iippor^ant  Klands  of  Africa  under  the  dominioi^ 
of  France ;  another  ftill  more  extraordinary  perfon,  whofe 
pame  was  Duplcix«  added  fplendor  tq  t(ie  Frepch  nam^ 
in  Afia. 

He  was  firA  fent  to  the  banks  of  the  Q,ange^»  wbcr^  htt 
fuperintcnded  the  colony  of  Chandernagore.  That  ftttJe? 
ment,  though  on  the  fitted  fpot  in  the  world  for  gxe^X 
commercial  undertakings,  had  been  but  in  a  languifiiin^ 
condition,  till  he  had  the  managemeqt  of  it.  The.  com? 
pany  was  notable  to  fcnd.any  grc?it  ftock,  an^  the  ageDd 
who  went  over  there  without  any  fortune,  had  not  boeli  able 
to  avail  themfelves  of  the  liberty  that  was  given  the«i  of  ad^ 
vancing  th^ir  own  private  affairs,  as  they  were  allowed  to  doi 
The  aflivjty  of  the  new  governor,  who  brought  an  ample 
fortune  the  reward  of  ten»years  fyccefsful  labours,:  foofi 
fpread  throughout  the  colopy.  In  a  country  overflowins 
with  money,  they  foon  found  credit,  when  once  they 
(hewed  themfelves  deferving  of  it.  In  a  Ihort  time,  Chan- 
d?rnagOfe  bepaqje  the  wonder  pf  its  neighbours,  apd  ex- 
cite^ 
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cited  the  envy  of  its  rivals.  Dupleix,  who  had  engaged  BOOK 
the  reft  of  the  French  in  lus  vaft  fpeculationsy  opened  ^' 
freih  fcmr'ces  of  comnierce  all  over  the  MoguPs  dominions, 
and  a»  far  as  Thibet.  On  bis  arrival  he  had  not  found  a 
fingle  floop,  and  he  fitted  out  fifteen  armed  veiTeis  at  once. 
Thefe  (hips  carried  on  trade  in  different  places  in  India. 
Some  he  fent  out  to  the  Red  Sea,  to  the  Gulph  of 
Perfia,  to  Surat,  to  Goa,  to  the  Maldivia,  and  Manilla 
Iflandsy  and  to  all  the  feas  where  there  was  a  pofCbility  of 
trading  to  advantage.    - 

DvpLBi;^  had  for  twelve  years  fupported  the  honour  of 
the  French  name  on  the  Ganges,  and  increafed  both  pub- 
lic and  private  fortunes,  when  he  was  called  to  Pondi- 
cherry  to  take  upon  him  the  general  fuperintendency  of 
all  the  company's  affairs  in  India.  They  were  then  in  a 
more  fiouriihing  condition  than  they  had  ever  yet  been» 
or  have  ever  been  fince;  for  that  year  the  returns  amount- 
ed to  twenty  four  millions  K  Had  they  continued  to  uSt 
prudently,  had  they  confided  more  in  two  fuch  men  as 
Dupleix  and  la  Bourdonnais,  they  would  probably  have  ac- 
quired fuch  power  ^s  would  not  have  been  eafily  deflroyed* 

La  Bovrdonnais  forefawan  approaching  rupture  with 
England ;  and  propofed  a  fcheme  which  would  have  fe- 
cured  to  the  French  the  fovereignty  of  the  Teas  in  Afia, 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war.  He  was  convinced 
that  which  ever  nation  Ihould  firft  take  up  arms  in  India, 
would  have  a  manifeft  advantage  over  the  other.  He  there- 
fore defired  to  have  a  fquadron,  with  which  he  (hould 
ftil  to  the  Ifle.  of  France,  and  there  w^it  till  hofliliti^s 
began.  From  this  place  he  was  to  go  and  cruize  in  the 
ftraits  of  Sunda,  where  poft  of  the  fhlps  pafs  that  are 
^ing  to,  or  coming  from  China.  There  he  would  have 
intercepted  all  the  Englifh  fhipS|p  and  faved  the  French, 
He  would  ev.en  have  feized  upon  the  fmall  fquadron  which 
England  feat  into  thpfe  very  latitudes,  and  having  thus 
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B  O  6  IC   made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  tndian  feas,  would  have  ruin^cl 
IV.  '  ,.;.....  . 

all  the  Englifli  fettlements  in  thofe  parts. 

The  mmiftry  approved  of  this  plan,  and  granted  him 
five  men  of  war,  with  whicK  lie  fet  fail. 

He  had  Icarcely  fet  fail,  when  the  direaors,  equally' 
offended  at  thdr  being  kept  in  the  dark  as  to  the  defti- 
nation* of  the  fquadron,  and  at  the  expences  it  had  occa- 
fioned  them,  dnd  jealous  of  the  advantage  this  would  give 
to  a  man  who,  in  their  opinion,  was  already  too  inde-^ 
pendent,  exclaimed  againft  this  armament  as  they  had 
done  before,  and  declared  it  to  be  ufelefs.  They  were, 
DX  pretended  to  be,  fo  fully  convinced  of  the  neutrality 
that  would  be  obferved  in  India  between  the  two  compa^ 
pies,  that  they  perfuaded  the  minifter  into  that  opinion, 
ivhen  la  Bourdonnais  was  no  longer  prefent  to  ariimatQ 
iiira  and  guide  his  inexperience. 

The  court  of  Verfaillcs  was  not  aware  that  a  power 
fupported  chiefly  by  trade,  would  not  ealily  be  induced  to 
leave  them  in  quiet  poffeffion  of  the  •  Indian  Ocean  ;  an4 
that  if  (he  either  made  or  liftened  to  any  propbfals'of  neu- 
trality, it  muft  be  only  to  gain  time.  They  were  riot 
aware  that,  even  fuppofing  fucli  an  agreement  was  niadp 
^ona  fide  on  both  fides,  a  thoufand  unforefeen  events 
flight  interrupt  it.  ■  They  were  not  aware  that  the  ob-* 
Je£l  propofed  could  never  be  fully  anfwered,  becaufe  the 
fea-forces  of  both  nations,  not  being  bound  by  any- 
private  agreement  made  between  two  companies,  would 
attack  their  (hips  in  the  European  feas.  They  were  not 
aware  that  in  the  colonies  themfelvcs,  thpy  would  make 
preparations  to  guard  againft  a  furprize;  that  thefe  pre- 
cautions would  create  miffruft  on  both  fides;  and  that 
miftrufl  would  bring  on  an  open  rupture.  All  theft  par- 
culars  were  not  perceived  by  them,  and  the  fquadron  waj| 
recalled.  Hoflilities  began,  and  the  lofs  of  almoft  every 
French  fhip  going  to  India,  fliewed  too  late  which  of  the 
two  was  th^  moft  judicious  iyftcm  of  politics, 
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La  Bourdonkai*  wtk  ia>'  ^6teply  defied  for  the  errors  B  O  .0  K 
that  had  occaiioned  the  misforttines  of  the  natior^,  as  if  he 
had  been  guilty  of  them  faimfelf.  and  applied  wholly  to 
jcmedy  them.     Without  magazines,  without'  provifions, 
without  money,   he  found  meahs  hy  his  attention  and 
perfeverance  to  make  up  a  iquadron,  compofed  of  a  fixty 
gun  fhip,  and  five  merchantmen  arrted  for  war.  He  dar'ed 
to  attack  the  Englilh  fquadron ;  he  beat  them,  purfued 
and  forced  them  to  quit  the  coaft  of  Coromandcl ;  he  then 
beiieged  and  took  Madrafs^  the  firfl  of  the  EngHfh  fettle* 
ments.    The  vi6kor  was  preparing  for  fpefli  expeditions, 
which  were  certain  and  eafy ;  but  hi  was  oppofed  with  an 
ebftinacy,  which  coft  9,057,000  lirres  »,  which  was  the 
ftipulated  ranfom  of  the  city,  exclufive  of  the  fucceft  which 
jnuft  neceflarlily  follow  this  erent. 

Thb  company  was  then  gorernerf  by  two  of  the  king*^ 
CommiiTaries,  who* were  irreconcilcable  enemies.    The  di*» 
redors  and  the  fubalterns  hftd  taken  part  in  th&  quartel. 
according  as  their  inclination  or  their-  ihtcreft  led  them^ 
The  two  faaions  were  txttttm^tly  !ncehf<id  "agblnft  eacU 
pther.    That  which  had  e^iufed  laBourdonntis's  fquadron 
.  to  be  taken  from  him»  was  enraged  to  fee  that  he  had 
found  reiburcet  in  himfelfi  to  ward  off  every  blow  that 
was  aimed  at  him.     Tber6  is  good  teafon  to  beliere, 
that  this  faaicn  purfued  h$«b  to  India,  and  inftilled  the 
poifon  of  jealoufy  into  the  heart  of  Dupleiic.    Two  men 
formed  to  eileem  and  lore  each  o^her,  to  adorn  the  French 
name  and  ta  defcend  together  to  poderity,  became  the 
yiie  tools  of  an  animofity  in  which  they  were  not  the  leaft 
interefted.     Dupkix  oppoied  la  BourdonnftiSi  and  made 
him  lo^e  much  time.    The  latter^  after  having  Aa4d  toft 
late  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  waitiag  (or  the  fuo^ 
^ours  which  had  been  tmDeceiTarily  delayed  ^  faw  his  fqua- 
dron dcflroyed  by  a  ftonn.     A  divifion  arofe  amongd  his 
|pet^*    So  many  misfortunes  brought  oit  by  the  intrigues 
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B  O  o  K  of  Dupleix,  determinfd  U  BoordbiiDais  to  return  to  Europe^ 
where  a  horrid  dungeon  w^s  the  reward  of  all  his  .glorious 
fervicesy  and  the  end  of.  all  the  hopes  which  the  nation, 
had  built  upon  his  great  talents*     The  Engliih^  delivered, 
from  that  ibimidable  enemy  in  India^  apd  r^outed  by 
great  fuccourSy    found  themfelves  in  %  condition  to  at- 
tack the  French  in  their  turn«  and  accordingly  laid  (ieger 
to  Pondicherry. 

P  u PI.  E IX  then  made  amends  for  pad  errors.  He  de- 
fended the  town  with  great  ikill  and  bravery;  ^nd  after  th^ 
trenches  had  been  opened  fix  weeks,  the  EngliOi  were 
forced  to  raile  the  (iege.  The  news  of  the  peace  arrived 
foon  after,  and  all  hoililities  ceafed  between  the  com- 
panies of  both  nations* 

The  taking  of  Madrafsy  the  naval  combat  of  la  Bour* 
donnais,  and  the  raifing  of  the  iiege  of  Pondicherry. .  gave 
the  Indian  nations  a  high  opinion  of  the  French>  and  they 
were  refpeded  in  thofe  part«  as  the  firft  and  greateft  of 
the  European  powers., 

DupLEix  endeavoured  to  avail  him^lf  of  this  difpoli* 
tion»  and  took  care  to  procure  great  and  folid  advan- 
tages for  his  nation.   In  order  to  judge. rightly  of  his  pro* 
}t6t$9  we  muft  lay  before  the  reader  a  defcription  of  the 
ftate  of.  Indoftan-^t  that  time. 
Views  of  the       If  we  may  credit  uncertain  tradition,  that  fine  rich 
French  to     country  tempted  the  firft  conquerors  of  the  world.    But, 
themfeives.    whether  Bacchus,  Hercules,  SeiioAris,  or  Danu$»  did  or 
Ud^ftan.**    did  not  carry  their  arms  through  that  large  portion  of  the 
globe,  certain  it  is,  that  it  proved  an  inexhauftible  fund 
of  fidions  and  wonders  for  the  ficft*  Greeks*  Thau  people, 
ever  credulous,  becaufe  they  were  always  curried  away  by 
their  imagination,  were  fo  enehanted  with  tbefe  macvel- 
ous  ftories,  that  they  ftiil  gave,  credit  to  them,  even  in 
the  more  enlightened  ages  of  the  republic. 

If  we  confider  this  matter  according  to  the  princplM  of 

reafon  and  truths  we  ibaUfind  that  a  pure  air,  wholefome 

a  food, 
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food,  and  great  frugality,  had  carfy  multiplied  men  to  a  pro-  B  O  O  iC 

digipus  degree  in  Indoftan.    They  were  acquainted  with 

laws,  civil  government  atid  arts,  whilft  the  reft  of  the  earth 

was  defert  and  favdge.  Wife  and  benefieial  inftrtutions  prc- 

ferved  thefe  people  from  corruption,  and  their  only  care 

was  to  enjoy  the  gifts  of  the  earth  and  of  the  climate.  '  If 

from  time  to  time  their  morals  were  tainted  in  fome  of 

thefe  ftates,  the  throne  was  immediately  fub verted ;  and 

when  Alexander  entered  thefe  regions,  he  found  very  few 

iings,  and  maby  free  cities. 

A  couHXHY  divided  into  numbcrlefs  little  ftates,  fome 
of  which  were  popular,  and  others  enflavcd,  could  not 
make  a  very  formidable  rcfiftance  againft  the  hero  of  Ma- 
cedonia. His  progrefs  Was  rapid,  and  he  wouid  have  fub- 
dued  the  whole  country,  had  not  death  flopped  his  career 
in  the  midft  of  his  triumphs. 

By  following  this  conqueror  in  his  expeditions,  the  In- 
dian Sandrocotus  had  learned  the  art  of  war.  This  ob- 
fcure  man  who  had*  no  claim  but  from  his  talents,  col- 
le^ed  a  numerous  army,  and  drove  the  Macedonians  out 
of  the  provinces  they  had  invaded.  The  deliverer  of  his 
country  then  made  himfelf  mailer  of  it,  and  united  all 
Indoftan  tinder  his  dominion.  How  long  he  reigned,  or 
what  was  the  duration  of  the  empire  he  had  ibunded,  is 
not  known. 

.  At  the  beginning  of  the  eighth  century,  the  Arabs 
over-ran  India,  as  they  did  many  other  parts  of  the 
world.  They  fobje^d  fpme  few  iilands  to  their  domi* 
nion,  but,  content  with  trading  peaceably  on  the  conti-^ 
nent,  they  made  but  few  fettlements  on  it. 

T^iREB  centuries  after  this,  fome  barbarians  of  their 
religi^n^  who  came  out  from  KfaorafTan  headed  by  Mah- 
mood,  attacked  India  on  the  north  fide,  and  extended 
their  depredations  as  far  as  Guzarat.  They  carried  off 
immenfe  fpoHs  from  thofe  wealthy  provinces,  and  buned 
them  under  ground  ia  their  wretched  and  barren  deferts. 

TK£Sil 
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These  jcalamities  were  not  yet  forgotten,  when'  Geogii^ 
kan^  who  with  his  Tartars  had  fubdued  the  greateft  parb 
of  Afia«  brought  hts  vidorious  army  to  the  weftern  coafts 
of  India.  This  was  about  the  year  1 200.  It  is  not  known 
what  part  this  conqueror  and  his  defcendaats  t<>ok  in  the 
alFairs  of  Jndofian*  Probably,  they  did  not  concern  them<^ 
felves  much  about  them>  for  it  appears  that  foon  af ter^ 
Ihe  Patans  reigned  over  this  fine  country. 

Thesb  are  faid  to  have  been  Arabian  merchants  fet- 
tled on  the  coalls  of  Indoflan,  who  taking  advantage  of 
the  weaknefs  of  the  feveral  kings  and  nations  who  had 
tidmitted  them,  eafily  feized  upon  ieveral  provir\<ie8,  and 
founded  a  vaft  eoipir^,  of  which  Delhi  was  the  capital. 
Under  their  dominion,  India  was  happy ;  becaufe  men 
educated  to  trade,  had  not ,  brought  along  with  them  that 
fpirit  of  deVaftatioil  and  rapine,  which  commonly  attends 
invaders. 

Thb  Indians  had  fcarcq  had  time  to  accuftcm  thenu 
felves  to  a  foreign  yoke,  when  they  were  once  nK>re  forced 
to  change  mailers.  Tamerlane>  who  came  from  great 
Tartary,  and  was  already  famous  for  his  cruelties  and  his 
victories,  marched  to  the  north  fide  of  Iildoftan,  at  the  end 
of  the  fourteenth  century,  with  a  triumphant  and  indefa« 
tigable  army.  He  fecured  the  northern  provinces  in  per- 
fon,  and  abandoned  the  plunder  of  the  fouthern  parts  to  - 
his  lieutenants.  He  feemed  determined  to  fubdue  all  India, 
tvhen  on  a  fudden  he  turned  his  arms  againft  Bajazet,  over^ 
came  and  dethroned  that  prince ;  and  by  the  union  of  all  his 
conquefh,  found  himfelfroafter  of  the  immenfe  fpacethat 
extends  from  the  delicious  coaft  of  Smyrna,  to  the  fortu^ 
nate  borders  of  the  Ganges.  After  his  death,  bloody  wars 
deprived  his  pofterity  of  Ms  rich  fpoils.  Babar,  tbefixth 
defcendant  of  one  of  his  children,  alone  furvived  to  pre* 
ferve  his  name; 

•  That  young  prince  brought  up  in  floth  and  luxury, 
reigned  in  Samarcand,  whej:e  his  aoceftor  had  ended  hit 

days. 
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day3.     The  Ulbeck  Tatars  dethroned  hifiiyaji  A  conflxain-  B  0  0  K 

ed  him  to  take  refuge  in  the  Cabuliftan.     Rangu^das,  the 

governor  of  the ,  province^  received  him  l^dly^  and  gave 

iiim  an  army. 

.    This  wife  man  addrefied.  t^im  In  the  foUoving manner : 

**  It  is  not  towards  the  north  where  veng|ganGQ  would  na« 

**  turally  call  thee,  that  thy  fteps  muft  be  dire<5^ed.    Sol« 

**  diers  enervated  by  the  pleafurea  of  India,  could  not  with* 

*^  out  temerity  attack  warriors  fampus  for  their  courage 

**  and  their  vi6lories«    Heaven. has  conduced  thee  to  th« 

"  banks  of  the  Indus^  in  order  to  fix  upon  thy  brow>  009 

of  the  richeft  diadems  of  tlie  univerfe«    Caft  thine  eyea 

on  Indoftan.  That  empire,  torn  in  pieces  by  the 
**  inceiTant  wars  of  the  Indians  and  Fatans^  calls  for  a 
*'  mailer..  It  is  in  thofe  delightful  regions  that  thoui 
."  muft  eftabliih  a  new  monarchy,  and  raife  thy  ^lory 
^'  equal  to  that  of  the  formidable  Tamerlape^ 

This  judicious  advice  made  a  ftrong  impreflion  on  the 
Itiind  of  Babar.  A  plan  of  ufurpation  was  traced  out 
without  lofs  of  time^  and  purfued  with  activity  and  lkill« 
Succefs  attended  the  execution.  The  northern  provinceSf 
nbt  excepting  Delhi,  fubmitted  after  fome  refiftance^  and 
thus  a  fugitive  monarch  had  the  honour  of  laying  the  foun* 
dation  of  the  power  of  the  Mogul  Tari^ars,  which  fufibfts  to 
this  day. 

The  prefervation  of  this  conqueft  required  a  form  of 
government.  That  which  Sabar  found  cAabliihed  10  In** 
dia  was  a  kind  of  defpotifm,  merely  relative  to  civil  mat^ 
ters,  tempered  by  Quftom3,  forms  and  opiaioDi  in  a  word^ 
adapted  to  that  mildnefe  which  thefe  nations  derive  from 
the  influence  of  the  climate,  and  from  the  mors,  powerful 
influence  of  religious  ten«ts.  To  this  peaceaUe  conftttu* 
tion,  Babar  fubftituted.  a  violent,  and  military  delpotiim^ 
fuch  as  might  be  expend  from  a  conquering  and  barba* 
rous  nation. 
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Rangvilpas  was  long  witnefs  to  tht  power  of  tbe^ne^ 
(bvereign,  and  exulted  in  the  firceefsof  his't>WB  ((hmtili; 
The  recoUe&ien  of  the  fteps  he  had  taken  to-plmcolitt-illa^ 
Iter's  fon  upea  the  throne*  filled  his  foul  wtthr  keart*fidt 
fatisMfeieii.  Otte  dajr,  as  he  was  praying  in  the  ten^e,  he 
heard  a  Baitifttt,  who  ftood  by  him,  cry  out,  *'  OGodi 
'*  thou  ieeil  the  Aiffering^  oi  my  brethren^  We  are  a-prey 
**  to  a  yoqng  mad  wW  cdnftders  Us  a$  his  property, -whk& 
**  hettay  ^uander  aad  confame  aa  he  pleaies. '  Amaag 
'*  the  many  children  who  call  upon  thee  from  thefe^vaA 
*'  regtonr,  one  «pprefles  all  the  n^ft :  avetige  iis  of  the 
**  tyrant ;  arenge  us  of  ^e  traitors  who^  have  placed  him 
**  on  the  throne,  wichont  examining  whether  he  Was  a 
"  juft  mank" 

Ran GtriLDAs^  aftoniihed^  drew  near  to  the  Banian,  and 
ikkii  '*  Othoti,  who  curfeft  my  old  tge,  hear  me.  If  I  am 
''  guilty,  my  conscience  hastttiifledaie.."  When  I  r^<trcti 
•«  the- inheritance. to  the  ibn-  of  mj:  fovereign,  when  1  ex- 
"  poied  myllfe  andfottone  t6  eftahliih  his  aothorirf, 
^<  God  is  Jtiy  witneft  that  I  thought  l-waa  itdiug  in  roil- 
«*  formity  to  his  wife  decrees;  and  at  the  Very  inftaiffc 
'<  when  I  heard  thy  prayer,  I  was  again  thahking  heavcH 
'*  fer  granting  me;  in  my  latter  days,  thofe  two  gfeateft 
**  of  blefiings,  reft  and  glory." 

*  '<  Glory  ?  cries  the  Banian.    Learn,  Ranguildas,  that 

*'  glory  helongs  tioly  to  Tirtue*  and  iiot  to  adtons  which 

^  are  only  fpleadid,  without  being  ufeiW  to  maniEindi 

**  Alas  1  what  advantages  did  yon  procure  t*  Indoftail; 

when  yott  crowned  tlie  fon  of  im  tifurperi    Had  yod 

previoidiy  examioed  whether  b*  was  capcfefle  of  doing 

good,  and  whether  he  would  haws  the  will  and  refolutioii 

«* .  to  bejuft  ?  Yon  fey»  you  have  reftored  to  him  thfi  inherU 

**  tanoe  of  his  fathers;  as  if  m^  eould  bft  l$ei|iieathed 

V  aad  poflefTed  like  lands  and  cattle;  Pretend  not  to  gloiy; 

"  O  JRangttildas  !  or  if  you  look  for  gratitude,  *go  ai»d  feek 

'^.  it  in  the  heart  of  Babarj  he  owes  it  you.     You  ha  vet 

**  bought 
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^*  bought  it  dear  enough ;  the  price  has  been  the  happi-  BOOK 
**  neff  of  a  whole  nation*"  « 

Ba»jir»  howler,  whHft  he  was  bKnging  his  Atbje6ls 
%bd^  the  ydte  of  de^tilVn,  tool^  tare  to  limit  its  autho- 
rity,  a»d  to  draw  up  bis  inititntes  whli  lb  much'  ibrce, 
that  hisr  fiicceA»r8>  though  abfolute,  could  not  poi&bly 
be  vnfuft.  The  printe  was  to  be  the  Jbdge  of  the  people 
4ind  til«  arbiter  of  thie  ftatte ;  but  hft  ttibunai  and  his  council 
w«re  to  be  held  in  the  public  fquare.  Injuftico  itad  ty- 
ftim]^.4ov«  darktiefs  '  ia  brdef  to  eonteikl  ttMmfblves 
from  their  intended  vidims.  But  when  the  monarch's 
^6&n«vare  to  be  fubmitted  to.th^  infpe^ion  of  his  fubje6ls» 
\t  is  k  fi^  be  intends  thehi  nothing  bat  good.  Openly  to 
infult  a  number  of  men  aflembled,  is  fuch  an  Outtage  as 
^vtn  a  tyrant  woidd  bludi  at. 

^  Tnt  principal  fupport  of  his  authtonrity  was  a  body'oiF 
fo«r  tbonfand'men>  wbo  i^iled  them&im  the  fiift  Haves  of 
thej^riotoe.  Out  of  this  body  we)fe  chbfen  ti^e  Omrahr, 
tb^t  ')»  to  fay,  thdfe  peribbs  who  compofbd  the  emperor*^ 
coimcifay  kad  on  wbofl&bebcftowed  iahds>  diftingoijhed  by 
great  privilege*.  Thcfc  fortof  pofieffions  always  reverted 
t<H:he  crown.'  It  was  on  this  condition  that  all  ]^eat  office^ 
were  given.  So  true  it  is,  that  defpotifm  enriches  its  iave^ 
xm\y  to  ftrip  them.  jil 

—  GusATintereft,  howevet,  was  made -for  the  place  of 
pmraii.  Whoever  ai^red'tb  the  government  of  a  pro- 
vfaice,  made  ths9  the  objed  of  his  aihbitioQ.  To  prevent 
any  proje^  the  governors  might  form  for  their  own  ag- 
grandixeiaient'or  independence^  they  ahrays  had  overfeers 
placed  aboih  them>  who  were  not  in  the  leaft  fubjed  tothem^ 
and  who  were  commiffioned  to  tnfpt^  the  uie  they  made  of 
the  Ktiilitary  force  they  Were  entrofted  with,  to  keep  the 
conquered  Indians  in  awe.  The  fortified  towns  were  fre- 
quently in  the  hands  of  officers,  who  were  accountable  to 
ticne  but  the  courtv  That  fufpicious  court  often  fent  for 
aho  governor,  and  either  continued  or  turned  him  out,  as 
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^  ^.t?  ^  i^  happened  to  fuit  her  fluftuating  policy.    Thefe  yidOt^  ' 
tudes  were  grown  fo  common,  that  a  new  governor  com- 
ing out  of  Delhi,  remained  upon  his  elephant  with  his 
face  turned  towards  the  city,  waiting^  as  he  faid,  u  fig 
bisfmcijir  come  out. 

T«i  form  of  government,  howei^r,^  was  ndt  the  fam« 
throughout  the  empire.  The  Moguls  had  left  feveral  In* 
dian  prin€«s  in  po^U&on  of  their  fovereigntieir^  and  eve» 
with  a  power  of  tranfmkting  them  to  their  defcendents* 
They  governed  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country^- 
though  accountable  to  a  nabob  appointed  by  the  court,. 
They  were  only  obUged  to  pay  tribute,  and  to  conform  to; 
the  conditiom  ffipubted  mi^  their  ancefiors  at  the  tune  of 
the  conqueft, 

Th  b  conquering  natibn  mtift  not  have  cbmmitted  any  a>ift- 
fideraUe  ravages,  ^ce  it  does  not  yet  conftitute  more  thaiv 
a  tenth  part  of  ihe  population  of  India.  Thei*e  area  hundred 
miiliooft  of  Indians  to  ten  millions  of  Tartars.^  The  two 
sutions  have  never  intermixed.  None  but  Indians  anr 
£irmei^  and  arHficers.  They  alone  liver  in  the  country, 
ami  carry  on  the  manufadures.  The  Mohammedans  are 
to  be  found  in  the  capita^  at  court,<  in  great  cities,  ia- 
iftupps  and  armies^ 

It  appeys,  that  ail  that  period  wheii^  tlie  Moguls  en^ 
^red  Indofllli^  they  feuiid  no  private  property.  All  the 
lands  belonged  W  the  Indian  prtnce$  ;  and  it  may  eafily  be 
imagined  that  £ivage  conquerors  funk  in  ignorance  and 
avariccr  did  not  re&ify  this  abufe,  which  is  the  utmoft 
ilretch  of  arbitrary  power.  That  portion  of  the  lands  of 
the  empire  which  ther  new  fovereigns  call  theif  own,  was 
divided  into  brge  governments,  tchich  Were  called  fubah-  • 
flitps.  The  fubahs,  who  were  entrufted  with  the  civil  an<t 
military  government,  were  alfo  appointed  to  receive  tho 
revenues.  This  they  committed  teethe  care  of  the  nabobs^ 
whom  they  eftabliflied  throughout  their  fubahihips ;   an4 

theft 


-^ 


t^  THJE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES;  4fr 

tiwife  agVm  tniftcd  thb  bufinefi  to  pvmtc  &nikiert>  whofc  *  ^^  ^^ 
iakiiie4tate  bulbeis  it  was  to  culttvate  the  itnds. 
.  At  the  begixmuig  of  their  ^as,  which  is  In  Johe,  the 
nabob's  officers  agreed  with  the  farmers  for  the  price  of 
a  leaie;  They  drew  up  adeed^  called  jamabandi^  which 
Was  depofited  in  dio  chancery  of  th^  proirihee;  after 
which  the  farmers  went*  each  in  his  own  diftrtd*  to  look 
for  hnfhandmejij  and  advanced  them  con&derabte  Aims 
to  enable  them  to  fow  the  ground.  After  hanreft,  the 
fisnners  remitt^  th^  produce  of  their  leafe  to  the  nabob's 
officers.  The  nabob  delivered  it  to  the  fubah*  and  thd^l 
rubah  poured  it  into  the  emperor's  treafures.  The  leafea 
were  commonly  for  half  the  produce  of  the  land ;  the 
Other  half  went  to  pay  the  Charges  of  culture,  to  enrich 
the  farmers  and  to  feed  the  labourersi  In  this  fyitem 
were  comprifed,  not  only  grain^  which  is  the  principal 
crop,  but  all  other  produ^ions  of  the  earth.  Betels  falt^  ^  . 
tobacco,  were  all  farmed  in  the  fame  mannef . 

Thbrb  were  sdfo  fome  cuftom-faoufts,  and  foroe  diutiiei 
upon  the  pullfc  market!  t  but  no  polUtax,  or  any  tax  upon 
iaduiby4    It  had  xiot  entered  the  heads  of  thoTe  arbitrar]^         t 
rulers,  to  demand  any  thing  of  men  who  had  nothing  left 
them.    The  wdiver  fitting  at  hi^  loom,  worked  without  ^ 
IbUcitude^  and  freely  di^fed  of  the  fruit  of  his  laboar*  ^ 

This  liberty  extended  to  eveiy  kind  bt  moveables^ 
They  were  truly  the  propetty  of  private  peribns,  who  were 
iiot  accountable  to  aiqr  perfon  for  theixu  They  could' dif^ 
pofe  of  them  in  their  life-time  $  and  after  their  deaths 
4iey  devolved  to  their  offspring*  The  houfes  of  artificers^ 
the  town-houfes  with  the  little  gardens  belonging  to  them« 
were  likewife  accounted  private  property*  They  were  he*^ 
seditary  and  might  ht  fold. 

In  the  latter  Cafe,  thebuy^r  and  feller  appeared  before  ^ 
the  Cothoal.    The  conditrohs  of  the  bargain  were  drawn 
^p  in  writing,  and  the  Cothoal  affixed  tusieal  to  the  decd» 
to  make  it  authentic* 
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TflE  ,faune  forinality  was  obferved  witK  regard  to  th^ 
purchafe  of  (laves ;  that  is,  of  thofe  unfortunate  men,  whoy 
tmder  the  preflure  of  poverty,,  chofe  rather  to  be  In  bon- 
dage to  one  man  who  allowed  them  a  fubfidence/  thanr 
to  live  under  that  general  flavepy,  in  which  they  had  no 
means  of  procuring,  ttil  neceflarie&  of  life.  They  then 
fold  themfelves,  for  a  fum  of  money,  and  this  was  tranf- 
a6ied  in  prefence  of  the  Cothoal^  chat  the  mafter's  pro* 
j)erty  might  not  be  coptefted. 

,  T«B  Cothoal  was  a  kind  of  ootaty  public.  >  There  was 
one  in  every  maiiufa£hire.  It  was  before  him  that  the- 
few  deeds  were  tranfa&ed,  which  the  nature  of  fuch  a  go- 
vernment would  -admit  of.  Another  officer,  called  Jemi- 
dar,  decided  all  differences  that  ajofe  between  man  and^ 
mam,  and.  his  dcciiions  wefe  a!m6ft  always  definitive,  un- 
lefs  the  cs^e  w^s  a  very  important  one;  or  unlefs  the 
aggrieved  party  was  rich  enough  to  pay  for  having 
^  it  reverfed  at  jd^e  nabob's  court.  The  Jemidar  was  like* 
i^ife  iotrufted  with  the  police.  He  had  a  poWer  of  inflid- 
>i^g  flight  puQi(bment8;  but  all  capital  offices;  were  re* 
i'  ibrved  for  the  judgment  of  thejiabobj.'  as  ke  alone  had  a* 
right  tQ  pronounce  fentence  of  death. 

Such  agovexnmcnt,  which  was  no  better  than  a  fubor- 
,  dinpte  defpotifm  from  the  throne  down  to  the  meaneflr 
<)iHcer,  could  have  no  other  fpriag  thana  coercive  power 
conftaAtly  exerted.  Accordingly^  as  foon  as  the  rainy* 
i£4foA,waa.  over,  the  monarch  quitted  his  capital  and  re* 
f^ded  in  his  campw  The  nabobs,  the  rajas,  and  the  prin- 
cipal officers  were  fumxhoned  to  att€;nd  him,  and  in  thiv* 
i|ianner  he  proceeded  through  all  the  provinces  fucceffively^ 
mwaiiikepomp,  which  did  not,  however,  exclude  political 
craft.  One  great  man  was  often  employed  to  opprefs* 
another.  The  moil  odious  refinement  of  defpotifm  is  that 
of  dividing  its  flaves.  Thefe  divilions  were  fomented  b/ 
i^rmcrs,'-  publicly  kept  by  the  prince,  who  were  conti^^ 
uually  fprcading  alarm  and  terror.    Thefe  iofbriaer^  were 

always 
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.«lways  chofeti  among  perfons-of  the  firft  rank.    Coirtip-  BOOK 

Cion  is  then  at '  its  height^  when  power  can  coiifer  hobi-. 

iity  on  what  is  mean. 

'     Every  year,  the  great  Mogul  fet  out  on  his'progreft, 

jonore  as  a  conqueror  than  as  %.  fovereign:  He  went  to  ad* 
minifier  juftice'ia  the  province^  as  if  he  was  going^io 

.plunder  them,  and  maintainec^'nis  authority  by  a-pai'ate 

jof  military  foEce,  which  makes  arbitrary  g6vernmcnt*  a 
perpetual  war.  ^  This  manner' of  ^overnhlg,  though  with 
legal  forms*   is  very  dangerous  for  the  mbnarch.    Ik> 

Jong  as  the  p^opl«  .feel  tti<<ir  wrongs;  only  thrbogh'  the 
channel  of  thofe  who  are  invefted  with'  his  authority,  th^ 
only  murmur,' "upon  the  flip|^fiti<7n  that  the  fovereign 
is  ignorant  ^f  them,  and  would  no^  fuffer  any  injupfticeif 
he  knpw  k :  but  when  the  ipveiretgn  gii/es  it  %  faii^on 
by  his  prefence  and  by  his  own  decHiohs,  then  all  confi- 

^dence  is  at  an  end :  the  deception  vfinMbts  %  he  was  a  God; 

.;iow  he  is  an  ideot,  or  a  wicked  mas.  * 

■ 

Neverthb^ess  the  Mogtil  emt>erors  have  long  enjoyed  ' 
the  fuperftitious  idea  the  nation  had '  cohceived  of  their 
iacred  character.    That  outward  pdmp  which  captivates 
.the  people  more  tl^A  jutt^c>  becaufe^nen  are  itlore  ftruck 
with  what  dazzles  tb^r  eyes  than  with  what  is  beneficial 
•  t^.them;  th^  rkhnefs  andelegapce  of  the  prince's  court; 
the  grandeur  that  furrounded  him  in  his  travels ;  all  this 
kept  up  in  the  misfdk  of  the  people  thofe  prejudices  of  fer- 
tile ignorance,  Which  trembles  before  the  idol  it  has  raifed. 
'The  various  accounts  that  have  been  tranfraljlted  to  us  of 
^he  luxury  of  the  moft  brilliant  courts  in^he  world,  are 
-not  to  be  compared  to  the  oftentatious  pomp  of  the  Great 
Mogul  when  he  appears  before  his  fubjeds.  The  elephants, 
formeriy  fo  drcfadfiil  in  war,  but  which  are  become  ufdefs 
maiTes  in  an  army  fince  the  introduftton  of  gunpowder ;  thefe 
;^menfe  animals  that  are  unknown  in  our  climates,  give  an 
AHatic  monarch  an  ,alr  of  grandeur,  of  which  we  have  no 
^ixceptjoi^  The  people  fall  proftratc  before  their  majeftic 
^  ^  C  3  foverfi«r.j 
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B  O  O  |C  ibveseign,,  who  fits  exalud  upon  a  dmiie  of  t^UU  alt 
gUtterixig  with  pcecious  ftooest  moiuufd  qn  the  hM^bty 
aaimal,  who  proceeds  flowly*  proud  to  j^gfiknt  thf^malirr 
pf  a  gnat  empire^  the  refpod  of  So  maiiy  flaroi.  Thu^ 
.by  dazzling  the  eye«*of  iqco»  or  lafpirMii^iton  wkh  cck* 
;iror^  tbfi  Moguls  piffemd^  and  evc»  eiUn^ig^  their  coar 
'<|vefi(«  Aoreng^he  cSqppleted  Ihem,  hy  makiag  him* 
ielf  ix^fior  of  ttke  whole  peoiuTula.  AU  Indoftan,  oBeeptr 
kg  9  littlf  9^p  of  bfid  atong  the  fioafi  of  Malabar,  fab- 
niitted  to  that  £ipexilitioiif  aad  barfajmras  tycaat,  who  ha4 
.  imbrued  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  his  father,  his  bto* 
tber$>  and  his  nephews. 

This  execrable  defpot,  had  made  the  Mogul  power  an, 
obje^  of  deteftaticMiy  but  he  fupported  it  as  long  as  he 
lived.  At  bis  death  it  fell,  never  to  rife  again.  The  on- 
^ertainty^.as  to  the  right  of  liicceffioa  was  the  AtR  eaufe 
^  of  the  difturbances  that  arofe  after  his  densife,  at  the  bc«> 
ginning  of  tht  eighteenth  century.  Only  one  taw  was  gene* 
rally  acknowledged,  that  which  eaaAod  that  the  fcepter 
(hould  ncyer  go  out  of  the  fiimily  of  Tamerlane  $  but  eveiy 
emperor  was  at  liberty  to  chuie  his  fuccefibr,  without  beiag 
obliged  to  regard  the  degree  ^,c|||ran9|inaty.  This  indefi- 
.  ntte  rigj^t  proved  a  fourceof  difcord*  Young  pFincei,  whofe 
birth  entitled  them  toexped  the  crown,  and  who  frequently 
were  at  the  head  of  a  province  and  an  army,  fupported 
their  claim  fword  in  hand»  and  paid  Uttie  regard  to  the 
will  of  a  monarch  who  was  no  more.  .  This  happened  at 
the  dea^  ^  Aurengzebe.  His  rich  fpoils  were  ftained 
with  blood*  In  thefe  convulfions  of  the  body  politic^  the 
iprings  that  retrained  a  militia  of  twelve  hundred  thou- 
fajad  men  were  flackened.  Every  nabob  aimed  at  being 
independent,  at  increafing  the  pootributions  raiied  upot\ 
the  people,  and  leflening  the  tributes  fent  into  the  empe. 
^or's  treafure.  No  longer  was  any  thipg  regulated  by  law^ 
all  was  carried  on  by  caprice  or  difturbed  by  violence. 
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^Tnw  tducslioa  of  tkeyouog  princes  promifed  no  re-  boo  k 
fliedjr  for  -  aU  tht^  e^tis.  Left  to  tht  care  of  women  till 
tko  ^g#  of  teen-  years,  tutored  afcetwavds  ia  fonie  relL^ 
gtotts  principlesr  they  went  and  fpeat  fn  tbe  ibft.  ikidiiU 
gences  of  a  fengtto  diofe^yean  of  yooth  and  adivity^hkt^ 
ought  to  te  eaiplojnHi  in  fjerroingth^  lnsin»  and  jiiftniainy 
llim  in  the  knowkdgo  of  Ufe.  They  tfofc  cs^rtf to  ^nervat^ 
tiienTi  that  they  might  ha^e  nothing  pa  fear  from,  theili. 
ConQ>iraGiee  of  cMUken  agahift  theiHrather»  #eve  hut  too 
common ;  to  promtit  thefe,  therefore,  the  children  wlk'o 
depoired  ^  etery  ^rktue,  left  they  ihouU  be  capable  of«  z- 
crime.  Hence  that  fliocking  thought  of  an  ortental  poet, 
thttt^/dA&^nv  mihiifi'Aiir  fof%i  ar^iiUngy  mr^fotkkft^^tlmr  ^ 
grmtulf$ns^  hfivaufi  tkey  kvt'  in  Jtbim  iit^  .immiit  ff  tMr 

'  Thi  Mofiok  iidd  retakMd  noflniig  of  thcife|h«rdy  knan* 
«ers  they  had  brought  from  their  -  mtotintaine.  ^Thofe  who 
%ere  advanced  to  Mgh  offices,  or  liad  acquired  large  ^for- 
tttnes,  removed  their  hsrbitatiohs  according  to  the  feafons. 
In  thefe  more  or  left  dcUghtftil  retreats,  they  lived  in  hroufes 
tttilt  only  of  clay  or  earth,  but  the  xnfide  breathed  all  the  ' 
Aliatic  induTgene*  Vritlf  all  the  pomp  of  the  moft  cor-  « 
jupted  courts.  Wherever  men  eanaot  wife  a  lailing  for- 
tune, nor  traniink  it  to  their  pofterit)%  they  make  hafte 
to  crowd  all  their  enjoyments  in  the  only  moment  they 
t^n  call  their  own.  All  their  pleafures  and  their  very 
exigence  are  pailed  away  in  the  midft  of  perfumes  and 
women. 

The  Mogpl  empire  was  in  this  ftate  of  weak nefs  and 
effeminacy  when  it  was  attacked  in  1738,  by  the  femous 
'Thamas  Kouli-khan.  The  innumerable  militias  of  India 
were  difperfed  without  refiftance  before  a  hundred  thoufaod 
Perfians,  as  thofe  very  Perfians  had  formerly  fled  before 
Ithirty  thoufand  Greeks  trained  up  by  Alexander.  Thamas 
.entered  triumphantly  into  Delhi,  received  the  homage  of 
fjti^  Vc^k  .Mahon\edj  and  finding  the  monarch  ftill  more 
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fo  by  Jbis  fabiea$.    Tbe  g^reat  m$iA!VWifti<iM)t  fincflnUi^ 
a  va^  of  the;  kiog .  ^f  Rerfi^.  MTh0iit|^bAiq>9bbc4unc| 
iiulepenid«vt,  cply  ps^iag  a  (iDftIkt]]btti6.r  i  fa  ar^'to  4tid  the 
cmpKTor  d^ai^^  ttat  ^fi  mi^iobs  teiildftiU  beTcmwrd. 
^ble!»  eacb  of  tfac&t  Arov«  iy;ith:all  bsstppwev  to  mak^  'km, 
<|igaity  bece4ilMuy»  .and  the  £vnrd*di;eided'e?ety  qiiaft>eL 
Tba  ful^efts  w^re cpnftis^Dtly  iktiv^  ^vitbidieir  aitfftery  and. 
.  were  not  coniidered  as  rebels..    Wboever  cquU  afford  ^&: 
p.a^  a  bo4y  fif  iroQRt,  {W^t^mW  to  a^  fov«««ign|y.i  Tho; 
only  fonoaUty  obfcxved  was  t^  counterfeit  the  en^peror'4 
it^  P^ctf^  ]i:^>%  :$.Fmaa  9K  wanat  of  JxivefiitDre. .;  I(^  1^9 
ferpugb<;*ta#<^  M<¥CP#r»  wbi)'*a9ired  it  oa^hisknee^x 
This  fsurqeifas  Q^ceiTary.tp  impofeupoi^  the  .people,  who 
l\a<)  ftil)  t^(pt€L  eniough  jemainijigiDGt^e  family;  of  Ta- 
mejlane^  to  ch^fe  tt^^  all  autboiityiboald,  at  leaft^  ap-i 
pear  to  pcoc^ed  ^om  it,« 
^  T"v§  di^  difcprd,  .aad>itjbn  ^n4  amnthy  rend  tbid  fih^ 

rcgiox)  of  In^ofiaA«  Crimea  could  the  moi^  ^afiiy^be  eoa^ 
i^fltl^dj  as  it  was  the  tni^ftqm  of.  phe  gtaftdeefc  neter't6  write; 
^ut  in  amlMiguofus  termsi  and  tO'  <ni|»^y  none  ^tk  6bfturq 
^g<^ntp^  wh^im  tl^ey  diio^ned.wfaenitbeyifoynd  ^t  nece^fy* 
Murder  and  P9if9p  becaj&e  commDnicdines^  whio^'W^rq 
buried  in  the  dark  feceffes  of  thofe  utipencJtrable'pllaxreS^ 
full  of  Satellites,  ^er  readf  to  pfrpetratq  tb^  blaL'eft 
adls  on  the  Ic^fl:  Signal  from  their  inafter ,  fbr 

Th  e  foreign  troops  that  iffrere :  called  ift  by^  the -cohtekK}* 
ing  partic^s,  completed  the; miferies  of  this  unhappy  conn- 
try.  They  carried  off  all  the  riches  of  the  land,  or  obHged 
the  owners  to  bury  them  under  ground ;  fo  thit  the  t  re  a- 
iures  aniaflbd  for  fo  many  ages  gradually  difappear^d.  ^ 
ceperal  dejedlion  enfued.  The  grounds  lay  fallow,  -ahd 
«      .  the 


^N  THE  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIES.  4^7 

tjbc  aiMMifedMres  ftood'ilHl.  The  pcopk  would  no  longer  ^  0  ^  ^ 
:«rork  f«ilr-£frrti|;n  pliuideret8»  of  dotneftic  oppreflbrs .  Want 
flttd  faauae  9ev#  fooii  fMt«  Tb^  calsimities^  which  for 
ten  years  had  ififeilpd  tbff  prpyinp^s  of  tbc  empire,  he-^ 
gm  to  vifiuthe ^ppaft- of  CorooMuidic}.  Tbei^ib.Ntzam- 
4i-Muhiok^  Sttbab-of  the  PfcaD,  was  npw  no  morp.  fiU 
prudence  and  ti4^t»  (lad  kj^pt  t^at  par(  of  India  which 
^  cooaafanded  in  »  flofluilbiiig  ilate*  7^^  Ei^rop^^n  iner- 
chaats  were  appiebeiifive  t^it  their  trftde  mg]it  fail  whei^ 
)t  h^  Iqft  that  jfuigp^rt.  They  law  no  refource  a^ainft  that 
dauger^  but  tpjiave  a  territory  of  their  own,  large  epougH 
to  .coQtaiaafUtinbcrof  m«^a{t|JFe^  fufficient  to  make  up 
their .tefJiifg^*  ...  *.       .   -     -       .         •,.->• 

^  Dvpi,B>«  ^sts  th^  firft  who  0Onfidertd  this  as  a  pra6lxca« 
ji^le  fcheme-    f  be  war  had  brought  many  trqops  tp  Pon-« 
dichetry,  with  wbich  he^- hoped  by  rapid  cflnqtipfls,  to 
procure  greater  adyaptages  fhai^  th^.  rival  nations  had  ob^ 
tained  bv  a  fteady  condu^,  and^matiirediftliberation. 
.  Hb  had  long  ftu^ed  ther  charader-Of  the  Moguls,  thefr 
intrigues,    their  .  political    interefts.      He  •  had  acquired 
i^ch  knowledge  of  thefe  matters,  as  might  have  been  fur* 
prizing  even  jn  a  man  brought  up  at  the  court  of  Delhi. 
Thefi^  informations  deeply  combinedi  had  convinced  him 
that  it  would  be  in  his  po^^er  to  attain  a  principal  influ- 
ence in  the  affairs  of  Ipdqftan,  poffibly,  to  manage  them 
as  he  pleafj^d.     His  daring  fpirit,  which  prompted  him  tp 
attempt  more  (ban  he  was  able  to  perform,  gave  addi- 
tional ftrength  to  his  ref|e£Uons,     Nothing  terrified  hii^ 
in  the  great'part  he  propofed  to  aft  at  the  djftance  of  fix 
thoufaiid  leagues  from  his  native  country.    In  yain  did  his 
friends  repreient  to  him  the  dangers  attending  fuch  an 
undertaking;  he  confidered  nothing  but  fhe  glorious  advan- 
tage of  fecuring  to  France  a  new  dominion  in  the  heart 
of  Afia ;  to  enable  her  by  the  revenues  annexed  to  it,  to 
defray  the  charges- of  trade  and  the  expences  of  fove- 
f plenty  i  and  even  to  free  her  from  the  tribute  which  our 
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BOOK  loxuiy  pays  to  the  induftry  of  the  Indians^  bjr  f/rocanxkg 
'  rich  and  numerous  cargoes,  which  Aouid  not  be  <bOttghr 
with  any  experts  of  moncyr  bnt^froai^theOfeilowlngs  of 
the  new  r^¥ett«i;s.  FisU«of'tM0  ^f^t  pro)^^  Sapieiz 
eagerly  &iztd  the  drft  opporttsnity  thuft  oliired  oo  put  it 
in  execudoiVy  and  foon  ^ttwfe  npoo  hiai  to  diipeK  of^thc 
fubahihip  of  the  Dtcan  and  ttenaMAlp*  of  tfir  €«r-i 
nattc»  m  favour  of  twbmte  who  were  f  eady  to  give  up 
any  thing  ho  'fiiouhi  requii^* '  jf 

The  fubahfhip  of  the  Decan*  is  a  vfee-Vo^ralty,  niade 
up  of  feveral  provin(^efi,  which  wtre  formertytb  m^ity  hidl- 
pendent  .ftater.,  It  extends "^m  Cape  Comorfai  to  the 
Ganges.  The  fubah  has  the  infpe^onpf  alV  the  Indiaa 
princes  and  all  the  Mognl  governors  within'  his  jurifdic- 
tiQn;  and*  in  his  hands  are  depoilted  the  cdntribmions 
that  are  deftined  to  fill  the  public  treafare.  '  He  ^an  com- 
pel his  fubalterns  to  attend  him  in  all  roilltary  exp^cjitions 
he  may  thin^  proper  fo  make  into  the  countries  under 
his  dominion^'but  he  muft  hot  march'  them  into  a  foreign 
territory,  without  an  exprefs  order  frons  the  emperor. 

The  fubahihip  of  the  Decaa  becoming  vacant  in  174^, 
Dupleix,  after  a  feries  of  events  and  revolutioris,  in  which 
the  corniption  of  the  Moguls,  the  weakpeis'or  the  In- 
dians, and  the  bbWnefs  of  the '  French,  Vcre'aKke'coa- 
fpicuous,  difpofed  of  it  towards  the  beginning  of  the  year  ^i 
^75^1,  in  favour  of  Salabatzing,  a  (on  of  the  fafe  viceroy. 

This  fuccefs  fecurcd  great  advantages  to  the  French 
fettlements  along  the  coail  of  9^romandeI ;  but  Pondi- 
f:herry  was  a  place  of  fuch  importance,  that  our  people 
thought  it  dcferved  a  particular  attention.  This  town, 
which  is  fituated  in  the  Camatle,  has  fUch  conftant  and 
jlmmediate  connedioas  with  the  nabob  of  that  richdiftri£l, 
that  it  was  thought  advifeable  to  procure  the  government 
pf  the  province  to  a  man  whofe  afFe6Uon  and  fubmilHon 
fnight  be  depended  on.  The  choice  fell  upon  Chnndafaeb, 
I  kinfman  of  the  late  nabobs  well  Jyiown  for  his  intrigiies, 
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^  adifbrtnne^i  bU  wsirlike  ^sH^iii  and  M  fte«din^3  of  B  Op  < 

. temper.:  ..• .    ^ 

:^  remm  for  their  fcnrices^  the  Fi^ndi  made  hkn  give 
up  ift  ifmueoft  t^vficpry.'   At  the  heiidof  their  4tqniii* 
tioBs  iras  tli«  iiaiul  of  Sednrghafb;  fom^  by  the  two 
jbrairchet  of  theCaverl.  •  This  long  and  ferttte  ifland  de^^ 
rms  ita  name  and  its  confequesoe  from  a  Pagoda,  which 
Is  fartified)  as  moft  great  buiklings  are,  which  ape  devoted 
to  public  wohhip.    The  terictpie  ia  furremndedinth  feven 
i4}var&  aselafiires,  at- thevhOiaDCip  of  three  hundred  and 
^ty  feet  from  each  other»  as4  formed  by  pretty  high  walls, 
which  are  proportionablythkKk.     The  altar  Hands  in  the 
^center*    A  fingle  moanffient  like  this,  with  k&  fortifica* 
fjfms  and  the  jnyfteriea  aAid  tithes  it  cotilain^,'  is  more 
yktfy  tO'Oifagrce  and  pei^Mtsatd  a  religion  thftn  a  multi- 
plicity of  ttmpies  aiid  p^iefts- difp^rfed  in  iM^retiti0wns, 
^th  their  Acrifices,  cerenionieflf,<^prayers  snd'  difcouries^t 
which  by  their  number,  their  Sequent  repethibn,  and 
their  being  performed  in  public,  are  apt  to  tire  the  people ; 
•excite  the  contempt  of  enlightened  reafon ;  occafion  dan- 
gerous' profanations,  or  are  flighted  and  negled'ed,  which 
the  priefts  dread  more  than  i^tilege  itfelf.     The  priefts 
of  India,,  as  wife  as  thofe  of  E^ypt,  fuffer  "no  ftfanger  to 
penetrate  into  the  Pagoda  of  Seringhani;    'Amidft:  the 
fables  with  which  the  hiftory  of  this  temple  is  wrapped  up, 
probably,  fome  acute  phiiofopher  might,  if  he  was -admitted 
into  it,  trace  from  the  eisiblems^  the  form  and  conftru6iio^ 
of  the  edifice,  and  the  fuperftitious  prances  and  traditions 
peculiar  to  that  facred  inciofure,  many  fources  of  inftruc- 
tion.  aad  an  infight  into  the  hiftory  of  the  remoteft  ages. 
Pilgrims  refort  thither  from  all  parts  of  Indoftan,  to  ob- 
tain abfolution  of  their  fins,  and  always  bring  an  offering 
proportionable  to  their  •  circumftances.    Thefe  gifts  were 
ftill  fo  confiderable  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  cen- 
tury, as  to  maintain  forty  4houfand  men  in  a  life  of  flotl^ 
and  idlcnefs-  Thefe  Brapiins,  though  under  the  reftraiun 
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9  O  o  K  of  fubordinati^o,  weiv  J^iom  known,  tp  quit  fluar  retire* 
_  1  ,  mpBt  for  the  jporc  bufy IJnes  of  intrigue  aad  politic^*  . 
I^f»EPENl>R^'T.«f  oUief  a4v^tage9  iviwch  ^b^.Frcgch 
iCiWfd  by  tb^  ?(H!uiAtio^ .  of  &rfngbai|i»,  .tbe;.  fitoiLtipn 
gafe  (b^m  great  infii^^i^^over.tboaeigbbQuriog  oojantrie9» 
aod.aa  gbibiuce  eommaQd  over.tbe. kingdom  jof  Tan- 
jour»  a»tbfy.coukd  atAoytime  ftop.tbc-ivaters  that  were 
waoted  £m:  tke  cvlfure  pf  tbeir  rice.      ,       ^ 

*tfiBr  isrritories.  of  JCariqal'  and  Poadicbeny  got  aif  ac 
«cefli09of  ten  leagues  edKh»..vititfotirf(;ore  manufactures. 
If  tbefe  gcquifitioii^.  Wiecis-  H^t.  fQ  <oafiderabie  as  that  of 
^eriagb^m  inrpoiii^,  Ckf  inA^fj|c;e  over  public  affairs^  they 
were- much /iv>rc  fo  wUhfegvi  to  trade*. 

^j  ^bift  wa^.  $1.  triilHig.  ^qquifiti^  ^mpaned  to  the  tof- 
xitpry  ihey  gained  to  t^  n^tl^  which  con^ceheiided  the 
jQoi)4|viry  ^a^Up^aif^i,  the.  iAa«d  9f  Divi,  and  the  four 
pr^vioce».  oCMuftafiS^ifgiM:,  £h^r,  R^jamaAdry,  audChica- 
kol.  Such  iiaportaut  coopelTions  mafde.th?  French  mailers  of 
vthe  coaft  for. the. (pace ji^f  iix  tfundred  p\\s,^3^  and  p;roeaFed 
themi  Jt^e  bed  linen  .of  all  Indoftan.  It  is  tri^e  they  we^e 
to  enjoy  the  four  pjovinj^.  no  longer  than  they  Ihoivld  fup- 
^(h  thp  fubah  with. 4  itiipylfted  nv(nber  o|^  troops>  anfl 
naintaj^  i^jfX2xihe\t  own  e)^)ence  j  but  this  agreement, 
which  was  only  binding  to  their  honefly,  gave  them  little 
concern.  Their  ambition  prcyioufly  feized  upon  thofe  trca- 
fures  that  had  b^^n  heaped  up  in  thofe  vaft  regions  fop  fp 
^any  ages. 

T^^  ambition  of  tlie  fr^pch^  ^.{id  their  projeds  of  co». 
queft,  went  much  further  llilh  They  puypofec}  to  obtaifi 
a  f  effion  of  {he  capjtal  of  the  Portuguefe  colonies,i  a&^  tp 
feize  uppB  the«  triangular  fpace  lyhich  lies  between  Mafii^ 
|ipatam,  poa  and  Cape  Coiporin. 

In  the  meaq  time^  till  they  cpuld  realize  thcfe  brilliaqt 
chimeras  they  confidered  the  perfonal  honours  thaJt  were 
)avi/hcd  upqn  Dupleix  as  a  prcfage  of  the  greateft  prof- 
pcrity.  It  is  well  kpowp  that  every  fqr^ign  coloiiy  \^  mofe 
^r  Jefs  odious  to  the  natives  i  that  it  is  good  policy  to  en- 
deavour 
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Aisvont  to  kffea  tfekt  av^rfton;  and  that  tRe-fnWft  way-M  ^  °,^  ® 
idtilti  'that  end,  is  to  c6nform  as  much  as  |?bflible  to^ht 
cuftoms  and  mtfAnfers  ^f  thir  cdu^try.  This  maTciifo^^  whitl^ 
is  trae  in  gertcrai,ii  morepartktularty  fa  In  ^Cduntfie^'^efe^ 
the  peotAe  thinlt:  bttt  little,  and  1^  coiiFfe^ikently  fo  iff  Intikr^ 
The  Frendi'  cdmmdnderv  wlicr  wus  fbad  of  the 'Afiatic 
ponip,  liad  rtb-^objeftion  to  this  cohfomwfty.  Hfe  Mra«  orer- 
joyed  when' he  faw  bimielf  invrffted  with  -^te  dignity  of 
a  nabobs  That-  title  put  •  him '  upoA  a  level  '#itb  tllofe 
whbfe  proteaiott  he  foHcited"  befoh?,  dnd  afforded  hi*  t^* 
fiderablc  opportunities  to  pave  the  "Way  for  thofe  great VeVo^ 
lattons  he  mieant  to  bring  about,  in  ordt^r  to  promote  the 
important  intereft?  he  was  intruiled  with.  He  entdrtaiaed 
ftill  greater  hbpes  dh  b^in^  a{ip4il4ited  goYernt>r  of  dll  the 
Mogul  poflfeiidtis,  througlioiif  av  extent  lifttle  inferior  ttf 
the  Whole  kingdom  of  Frarice.  All  the  revenues  of  thofe 
rich  provinces  were  to  lie  depolited  in  his  ha^ds,  and  he 
was  accountable  to  none  but  the  Subahhimfelf. 

Thovoh  thefe  agreements  entered  Jnto' by -merchants 
could  not  be  very  pleafihg  to  the  court  of  Delhi,  they  were 
not  much  afraid  of  its  refenrtment*  The  emperor,  beings 
in  want  of  men  and  money.  Which  the*  Subahs;  the  Nabobs^ 
the  Kajas,  his  meaneft  delegates,*  tookupon  themfelves 
to  refufe  him,  found  himfelf  aifanlted  on  all  fides.  ^ 

The' Rajaputes,  defcended  from  th6fe  Indians  whomr 
Alexander  fought,  being  dtiven  out  0^  their  lands  by  the 
Mogul  Sf  took  (heker  in*  fane  mountains  tfttg^^Vt-e  almoft 
inaccefftble.  Continual  difturbances  put  it  wit  of  their 
power  to  think  of  conquefts }  but  in  the  intervals  oP  their 
difTentions,  they  make  rnfoads  that  caimot  fail  of  harraf*  , 
ling  an  empire  already  exhaufted.  ^ 

The  Patans  are  flill  more  formidable  enemies.  Driven 
by  the  Moguls  from  moft  of  the  thrones  of  Indoftan,  *  they 
have  taken  refuge  at  the  foot  of  mount  Ima&s,  which  k  a 
branch  of  the  Caucafus.  That  fituatiort  has  ftrartgely  altered 
their  manners,  and   given  them  a  fierce nefs  of  temper 
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BOOK  which  they  had  not  in  a  Ynilder  climatt .  War  it  thelf 
^^*  chief  employment.  They  fervc  alike  under  the  banh^»  oi 
Indian  Of  Mohammedan  princes ;  but  thdf  obedtence  is 
not  equal  to  theit  valour.  Whatew  crime  they  may  have* 
been  guilty  of,  it  is  dangerous  to  pmu&'theii^  for  they* 
are  to  vindi^ve«  that  they  will  murder  wlieft  chq^  are 
weak,  and  revolt  when  they  are  ftrong  enough  to  attempt 
a  bold  itroke.  Since  the  reigtiing  power  has  loft  its 
ftrengthy  the  nation  has  fliakcn  o£F  the  yoktf^  N^t  many 
years  agOj  their  generaU  carried  on  their  ravages  as  far 
as  Delhi,  and  dreadfully  plundered  that  capital. 

To  the  north  of  Indoflan  is  a  nation,  but  lately  known^ 
which  is  the  more  formidable  £Qr  being  a  new  eneayi 
This  people,  diftinguiihed  by  the  nameof  Scheiks^  hare  foun^ 
neans  to  free  themfelves  from  the  chains  of  defpotifm  and 
iiip^fticion,  though  furrounded  by  nations  of  ilaves.  They 
are  faid  to  be  followers  of  a  philofopher  of  the  Thibet^ 
who  infpired  them  with  fome  notions  of  liberty,  and  taught 
them  Theifm  without  any  mixture  of  fuperftition*  Thef 
firft  appeared  in  the  beginning  of  the  pfefent  century  |^ 
but  were  then  coniidered  rather  as  a  (kGt  than  as  a  nation. 
During  the  calamities  of  the  Mogul  empirei  their  numbed 
incfeafed  confiderably  by  apc^ates  of  all  religions  who 
joined  with  them,  and  fought  fhelter  amongi!  them  front 
the  opprefOons  and  fury  of  their  tyrants.  To  be  admitted 
of  that  fociety,  nothing  more  is  required  than  to  fwear 
implacable  hatred  againft  monarchy^  It  is  aflbrted^  that 
they  hare  ar*  temple  with  an  altar,  on  which  frauds  their 
code  of  laws,  and  next  to  it  a  fceptre  and  a  dagger.  Four 
eld  men  areeleded,  who  occalionally  confult  the  law,  which 
is  the  only  fuprcme  power  this  republic  obeys.  The  Scheiks 
adually  pof&fs  the  whole  province  of  Ftmjal,  the  greatefl 
parr  of  the  Moultan  and  the  Smdi,  both  banks  of  the 
JLndu3|  from  Gaffimere  to  Tatta,  and  all  the  country  to- 
wards Delhi,  from  Labor  to  Sef hend :  they  can  raife  an 
army  of  fixty  thoufand  good  cavalry, 

Btj^ 
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But  of  aU  the  enemies  of  the  Mogul*  none  are*  per- 
haps, fo  dangerous  as  the  Marattas.  This  nation,  of 
late  £>  famous,  fo  far  as  the  obicurity  of- their  origin  and 
billcry  will  allow  us  to  conjedkajtf,  poflefled  feveral  prct- 
vinces  of  tndoilan*  whence  they  were  dnren  by  the  fear 
or  the  arms  of  the  Moguls.  They  fled  into  tbe  moun- 
tains which  extend  from  Si^at  to  Goa,  and  there  formed 
feveral  tribesa  which  in  procefs  of  time  united  into  one 
itate,  of  which  Satarah  was  the  capital. 

Most  of  them  carried  rice  and  licentioufnei^  to  all  th^ 
cxcefles  which  might  be  expe^ed  from  an  ignorant  people, 
who  have  caft  off  the  yoke  of  prejudices,  without  fublUtut- 
iag  wholefome  laws  and  fouad  learning  in  their  (lead* 
Tired  of  laudable  andpeacefiil  labours,  they  thought  of 
nothing  but  rapine.  Yet  this  was  confined  to  the  plunder* 
ing  of  a  few  villages,  and  robbing  of  fome  caravans,  till 
the  coail  of  Coromandel,  being  threatened  by  Aurengzebe^ 
made  them  fenflble  of  their  ftrength,  by  imploring  their 
ailiftance. 

Then  it  was  that  they  were  feen  coming  out  of  theic 
hiding  places  in  the  rocks,  riding  on  (mall  ugly  horles, 
but  ftout  and  aCcuftomed  to  hard  fare, '  to  difficult  road9 
and  to  exceffive  fatigue.  The  whole  apcoutrepent  of  a 
Maratta  borfeman  coniifted  of  a  turban,  a  girdle,  and  a 
cloak.  His  provifions  were  a  little  b^g  of  rice  and  a 
leather  bottle  fiill  of  water.  His  only  weapon  was  an  ex* 
cellent  (abre. 

NoTWiTHSTAN0iNo  the  {iffiftance  of  thefe  bafbarians^ 
the  Indian  princes  were  forced  to  bend  to  the  yoke'  of 
Aurengzebe;  but  the  conqueivr,  weary  of  coBtending 
with  irregular  troops,  which  were  continually  ravaging 
the  nei^ly  reduced  provinces,  determined  to  conclude  a 
treaty  that  would  have  been  diihonourable  had  it  not 
been  didated  by  neceffity,  which  is  ftroager  than  proju^ 
dices,  oaths  and  laws.  He  ceded  for  eiy.  to  the  Ma« 
rattas  the  fourth  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  Decan,  a 
ink  fubahflup. 
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BOOK  fubahfliip,  formed  out  of  all  his  tifarpationsr  in  the  pe<- 
hinfula. 

This  kind  of  tribute  was  regularly  (>aM  zt  long  a^ 
Aureiigzebe  lived,  ^ftfer  his  death,  it  wa^  grants  of 
refufed  according  to  circumftances.  The  levying  of  it 
brought  the  Marattiis  in  ands  to  the  rembteft  parts  of 
their  mountaihs.  Their  boldnefs  increafed  during  the 
anarciiy  of  Indoftan.  They  have  made  the  empire  tremble  ; 
they  have  depofed  monarch^;  they  have  extended  their 
frontiers ;  they  have  granted  their  proted?on  to  rajas  and 
tiabobs  wh6  fcrove  to  be  independent,  and  their  influence 
has  beeti  unbounded. 

Whilst  the  court  of  Delhi  was  with  difficulty  contend-^ 
Iflg  with  (b  many  enemies,  all  conrpiring  to  effed  its  ruin, 
M.  de  Bufly,  who  with  a  fmall  corps  df  French  tr6opj  and  an 
army  of  Ihdians,  had  conduded  Salabatzing  to  Auren* 
gabad  his  capital,  laboured  to  eftabliih  him  on  the 
ihrone  where  he  had  placed  him.  The  imbecility  of  the 
prince,  the  confpiracies  which  it  occafioned,  the  firmans 
or  privileges  which  had  been  granted  to  rivals,  and  other 
impediments  obftrufted  but  couM  not  overturn  his  projeds; 
By  his  oceans  the  prince  reigned  more  peaceably  under  thd 
prote£iion  of  the  French  than  could  have  been  expected; 
confidtring  the  circumftances  of  this  fituation,  and  he  pre-^ 
ferved  him  in  an  abfolute  independence  on  the  head  of  the 
empire. 

Chundasabb^  appointed  nabob  6f  the  Cilfnatid,  wag 
not  in  fo  happy  a  iituation.  The  Engtiih,  ever  hi  op- 
poittion  to  the  French,  had  ftirred  him  up  a  riv^,  named 
MohsEmihed-AH-Khan.  The  namei  of  thbfe  two  princes 
ferved  as  a  pretence  for  carrying  on  a  brillt  war  betweed 
the  two  nations :  they^  fbught  for  gloiy,  for  wealth,  to 
ferve  the  paflions  of  their  refpe&ive  commanders,  Dtipleijt 
and  Saunders.  Vidtory  declared  alternately  fer  both 
armies.  Succefs  would  not-have  been  fo  Bu^luatiAg,  had 
the  governor  of  Madrafs  had  more  troops^  or  the  governor 
of  Popdieherry  better  officers*    It  was  difficult  to^tonjec^^ 
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turc  which  of  tltefe  two  men,,  who  w^ro  botji  .of  jhc  fame  ^  OO  K 
inflexible  temper^  would  in  the  end  get  the  better ;  but 
it  w^s  vi^ry  certain  tbat  .neither  wo^l<l^«f^b^ut,  whilft 
he  jiad  a  foldier  or  a  rupee  kft.  IjlTor  ws^s  it. like)/ 
thai:  either  of  them  wQuld  foqn  be  reduced  to  this,  extre- 
mity, notwithftandiog  their  ai^azing  e^i^t^,  bepa.ufe  they 
b#th  found  fuch  refourc^s^in  their  hatred  au4  ttieir  genius^ 
. asevea  the  moft.»ble  wen  could  not  haye  any. conception 
of.  It  was  .eyi4ent  that  the  diflurbances  in  the  Carnatic 
would  not  be  at  an  end^  unlefs  peace  was  firfl  fettled  in, 
Europe ;  and  it  was  ^o  be  feared  that  the  flange  which  had 
been  confined  to  India  for  fix  years  might  fpread  further. 
The  miniflers  of  France  and  England  obviated  this  dax^gef^ 
by  enjoinkig  the  two  companies  to  fix  certain  terms  of 
agreement.  They  made  a  conditional  treaty,  whic}i  began 
by  fufpending  all  hoftilities  at  the  commencement  of  the 

year  1755,  ^°^  ^^^  ^^  ^"^  ^7  eftabUniing  between 
them  a  perfect  equality  of  territory^  of  ftrength  and  of 
trade,  on  the  coafls  of  Coromandel  and  Orixa.  This  ill* 
pulation  had  not  yet  received  the  fan6Hon  of  the  courts 
of  London  and  Verfailles,  when  greater  intercfts  kindled 
a  frelh  war  between  the  two  nations. 

The  news  of  this    great  contention,   which  began  In  Wtrsbe- 
^  North  America,  an^  (pr^^d  all  ovpr  the  world,  reached  the  £ngU(h  and 
Eaft  Indies  at  a  time  w»hen  the  Englifh  were  engaged  in  a  Sjf"p**'    t 
very  troublefome  war  with  the  Subah  of  Bengal.     Had  the  lofeall  their 
French  been  then  in  the  fame  (late  they  were  fome  years    ^"  <^™^'^"* 
before,  they  woul4  hz^vfi  imited  their  interefls  with  thofe 
of  t]^e  na^tives.  ,  from  narrow  views  and  ill-judged  rinte- 
.jeftf>  thgy  were  defirous  of  entering  into  a  formal  con- 
venti^^^o  fiscure  the  neutrality  which  had  fubfifled  on 
the  banks,  of  the  Gangesj^  during  the  lail  di/lurbances. 
Their  riyal  am\ifed  th/^m  with   the   hopes   of    fettling 
.thfs  regulation,   fp  Ipp^.  a^  they  wanted  to  keep  them 
Jn  a, ilate  of  inaction.    But  as.foon   as   their  fuccelTes 
had  enabled  them  to  make  their  own  terms,  they  attacked 
Chandernagore.   The  taking  of  this  place  was  followed  by 
Vol.  I.  Hh  the 
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B  O  o  K  tTie  ruin  of  dll  the  fa6lories  dependent  upon  it,  and  put  the 
^  *  Engliih  in  a  condition  to  fend  men,  money,  provifion^,  and 
fliips  to  the  coatt  of  Coromandcl,  where  the  French  were 
juft  arrived  with  confidcrable  land  and  fea-forces. 

Thbse  forces,  dcftined  to  proteft  the fettlements  of  their 
own  nation  and  deftroy  thofe  of  the  enemy,  Wcro  more 
than  fuflicicnt  to  anfwer  both  thofe  purposes.  The  only 
point  was  to  make  a  proper  ufc  of  them ;  but  they  fet 
out  wrong,  as  will  pliunly  appear  from  the  following 
obfervations. 

Bbpore  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the  coodpany 
poflefled  on  the  coafts  of  Coromandel  and  Orixa,  Mafu* 
lipatam  with  five  provinces ;  a  large  (pace  round  Pondi-> 
cherry  which  had  long  had  but  a  flip  of  land ;  a  domain 
nearly  as  large  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rarical;  and 
laflly  the  iHand  of  Seringham.  Theie  poi&ffions  made 
four  vaft  tra£ts  of  country,  too  far  diftant  to  fupport  each 
other.  They  bore  the  marks  of  thewild  fancy  and  extravagant 
imagination  of  Duplei^,  who  had  made  thefe  acqidfitionsi 

Thb  error  of  this  policy  might  have  been  correfbed. 
Dupleix>  who  made  amends  for  hia  defers  by  his  great 
Qualities,  had  brought  matters  to  that  pitch  that  he  was 
offered  the  perpetual  government  of  the  Carnatic.  It  was 
the  moil  flourifliing  province  in  all  the  Mogul  empire.  By 
Cngular  and  fortunate  circumilances,  it  had  been  governed 
fuccefliVely  by  three  nabobs  of  the  fame  family,  who  had 
been  equally  attentive  to  culture  and  induflry.  General 
felicity  had  been  the  fruit  of  this  mild  and  generous  be- 
haviour, and  the  public  revenues  had  increafed  to  tweh*e 
millions  «.  A  iixth  part^would  have  been  given  to  Sala* 
batzing,  and  the  reft  would  have  been  for  the  company* 

If  the  miniftry  and  the  diredion,  who  alternately  fup- 
ported  and  neglected  their  power  in  India,  had  but  been 
capable  of  a  firm  and  fettled  refolution,  they  might  have 
fent  orders  to  their  agent  to  give  up  all  the  remote  con- 
quefts,  and  to  keep  to  that  important  fettlement.     It  was 

■  515,000  !• 
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alone  fuffi^icnt'to^iye  the  French  a  firm  eftabUihment,  a'  B  O  O  K. 
clofe  and  contiguous  ftate>  a  prodigious  quantity  of  mer- 
chandife,  provifions   for  their  fortified  towns,  and  reve- 
nues capable  of  maintaining  a  body  of  troops,  which  would 
have  put  them  in  a  condition  to  defy  the  jealoufy  <>f  their 
neighbours,  and  the  hatred  of  their  enemies.    Unfortu- 
natdy  for  tbcm,  the  court  of  VerfaiUeii  ordered  that  the. 
Camatie  fiiould  be  refufed,  ;and  aSairs  remained  as  they* 
irere  before  that  pn^ofal. 

Tfi£  fituatipn  was  critical.  Dupkiy  was,  perhaps,  the 
only  man  who  could  fupport  himfelf  in  it,  or  in  his  ftead, 
the  famous  officer  who  had  had  the  gneateft  ibare  of  his 
'Confidence,  and  was  beft  acquainted  with  his  fchemes. 
The  contrary  opinion  prevailed.  Dupleiz  had  be^  re- 
called. The  general,  who  was  appointed  to  condud  the 
Indian  war,  imagined  he  muft  4emoli(h  a  ftrudure  whicb 
ought  only  to  have  been  propped  up  in  tho&  troublefome 
times,  and  he  loudly  proclaimed  his  intentions,  and  there- 
i>y  added  to  the  imprudence  of  his  refplutions. 

That  man«  whofe  imgovernable  temper  could  never 
ddapt  itfelf  to  circumftances,  had  received  from  nature 
no  qualities  that  fitted  him  for  comooand.    He  was  g^ 
Tcrned  by   a   gloomy,  impetuous  and   irregular  imagi- 
nation,  fo  that  there  was  a  perpetual  contraft  betweea 
his  converfation  and  his  proje&s,  and  between  his  ac- 
tions and  his  proceedings.    Pafiionate,  fufpicious,  jealous, 
Andpofitive  to  excefs,  he  created  an  univerial  diffidence 
and  dejedion,  and  excited  aninwfities  never  to  be  fup-* 
prefied.    His  military  operations,  his  cavil  government, 
his  political  combinations,  all  bore  evident  marks  of  the 
confufion  of  his  ideas^ 

Ths  evacuation  of  the  ifland  of  Seringfiam  was  the 
principal  caufe  of  the  difafters  that  attended  the  war  with 
Tanjour*  MafuUpatam  and  the  northern  provinces 
were  loft,  from  having  given  up  the  sdliance  o(  Salabat- 
xing*      The    lefler    powers  of   the  Carnatic,  who  no 
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*  ^fA  ^  l<>ngcr  refpcaed  the  French  fof  the  fake  of  their  old  frhni 
the  5ubah  of  the  Decan,  coniploted  the  general  ruio  by 
el|>ouling  other  ioterefts. 

Oft  the- other  handi  the  French  fquadron,  though  fifr« 
periot-  to  the  Englt(h,  with  which  it  had  engaged  three 
ieveral  times,  without  gaining  any  advantage. over  It,  at 
laft  was  obliged  to  leave  it  mafter  of  the  .feas,  by  which 
the  loft  of  India  was  decided.  Pondlcherry,  after  itrug- 
gling  with  all  the  horrors  of  famine^  was  forced  to 
iurrender  on  the  15th  of  January  1761.  Lallyhad,  the 
day  before,  corre&ed  a  plan  of  capitulation  drawn  np  hf 
the  council;  he  had  named  deputies  to  carry  it  to  the 
enemy's  camp ;  and  by  a  contradiction  that  was  charac-^ 
teriftic  of  the  man,  he  gave  the  deputies  a  letter  for  the 
Englifli  general,  in  which  he  told  him,  ie  wouU  have  na 
iapitulatiM^  becaufi  the  Engltjh  were  that  iind  rf  peepU 
that  ihey  would  not  adhere  U  it. 

lif  taking  polTefflion  of  the  place,  the  conqueror  caufed 
not  only  th«  troops  that  had  defended  it,  but  all  the 
French  in  the  company's  fervice,  to  be  fhipped  off  for 
Europe ;  and  not  fatisficd  ercn  with  that  revenge,  they  dc* 
itroycdPohdicherry,  and  made  that  noble  city  a  heap  of  ruiils. 
THtosB  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  fent  over  to  France, 
caftfc  thither  enraged  at  having  ioft  their  fortunes,  and 
fcen  their  houfes  pulled  down  as  they  drew  off  from  the 
ikx>Tt.     They  filled  Paris  with  their  clamours ;  they  de- 
voted  their  governor  to  the  indignation  of  the  public; 
they  lAfdrmed  againft  him  as  the  author  of  all  their  mifc- 
Hes,  and  the(ble  caufe  of  the  lofs  of  a  flourifhing  colony. 
Lally  was  taken  up,  and  tried  by  the  parliament.    He  had 
been  accufed  of  high  treafon  and  extortion ;  of  the  firft 
he  was  acquitted,  and  the  fecond  was  never  proved ;  yet 
Lally  was  Condemned  \o  lofe  his  head. 

LsT  us  aflt,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  what  his  crime 
Was  that  it  fhould  be  punifliable  by  law?  The  awftil 
fwdrd  ofjuftiee  was  not  put  into  the  hands  of  the  ma- 
giftratc  to  gratify  private  r^fentment,  or  even  to  follow 

the 
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fhc  tmocions    of ^  public  indignation.     The   Ulw  alone  ^  ^^  ^ 
Dmft  point  oat  its  own  yidims;  and  if  tke  clamours  ^^  t_   .,  ""V 
a  bUnd  and  incenfed  multitude  could  fway  with  the  judges 
to  prtmounce  a  capital  fentence»  the  innocent  riiigfat  fuf- 
fcr  for  the  guilty,  and  there  would  be  no  fafety  for  the 
citizen*    In  this  point  of  view  let  us  examine  the  fentence. 

It  declares  that  Lally  ftands  eonvifted  cf  having  httrayed 
ibi  interefts  cf  the  king^  ofibeflate^  andofibi  India  eompanf: 
What  is  meant  by  betraying  of  interefts  ?  What  law  is  theve 
that  makes  it  death  to  be  guilty  of  this  vague  and  in- 
definite crime  ?  No  fuch  law  either  does  ov  can  exift. 
The  difgrace  of  the  prince,  the  contempt  of  the  nation, 
public.  in£imy,  thefe  are  the  proper  puniihments  for  the 
man,  who,  from  incapacity  or  folly,  has  not  ferved  his 
country  as  he  ought:  but  death,  and  that  too  upon  % 
fcafibld,  ia  deftiped  fpr  crimes  of  a  different  nature* 

The  fentence  further  declares  that  Lally  ftands  con- 
yifbed  cf  v^xtxtians^  ixa^iens,^and  akuji  of  ottthrity.  No 
doubt  he  was  guilty  of  thefe  in  numberlefs-  inftances.  Hq 
made  ufe  of  violent  means  to  procure  pecuniary  aids ;  b^t 
this  money  was  put  into  the  public  tceafure.  He  vexed 
and  opprefled  the  citizens ;  but  he  never  attempted  to  take 
^way  their  lives,  or  to  injure  their  honour.  He  erefled 
gibbets  in  thf;  inarket-place,  but  caufed  up  0|i^  to  b^ 
executed  upon  them^ 

Jn  reality  be  was  a  madman  of  a  dark  and  dangerous 
paft ;  an  odicMis  and  defpicabfe  man ;  a  roan  totally  inca- 
pable of  command.  But  he  was  neither  guilty  of  public 
f  xtortions,  nor  tttrafon ;  and,  to  ufe  the  expreifion  of  a  pU- 
Jofopher,  whoie  virtues  do  honour  to  l^umanity,  f^gry  cne 
bad  a  right  to  iiU  LaUy  incept  the  eyecfsti&ngr^ 

Tbb  misfortunes  that  bcfi^l  the  French  in  Afia  had  bem  0*9^  of 

^      ^  *    u  k  j'  ^^  miifor- 

foreieen  by  all  coniiderate.  m^n,  vho  reneacA  oix  tb;  cor-  lunes  of  the 

ruption  of  the  nation.    Th^ir  •  morals  had  degenerated  ^^^^^ 

fhiefly  in  the  voluptuous  climate,  of  the  Indies.    The  wars 

which  Dupleix  had  carried  on  in  the  inland  parts  had  laid 

'  the  foundation  of  many  fortunes.     They  were  increaied 

H  b  5  and 


470  mSTORT  OP  SITTLEMENTS  AND  TRAt>E 

B  O  >)  K  aad  multiplied  by  the  gifts  which  Salabattzing  l^ifliAi 
on  thofe  who  condudttd  hhn  triumphant  into  his  capital, 
and  fcttted  him  on  th«  throne.    The  oiBcei^  who  had  net 
ihared  the  dangers,  the  glory  and  the  benefits  of  thole 
brilliant  -expeditiofis,  fought  td  comfort  themfelves  under 
their  misfortune,  by  reducing  the  fipaihis  to  half  the  num- 
..ber  they  were  allowed,  and  applying  their  pay  to  their 
own  benefit  which  they  could  eafily  do,  as  the  money  went 
.through  their  hands.    The  ageots  for  trade,  who  had 
not  thefe  refources,  accounted  to  the  company  but  for  a 
very  imall  part  of  the  profits  made  upon  the  European 
goods  they  fold,  Hiough  they  ought  to  have  been  all  their 
own,  and  Md  t^iem  thofe  of  India  at  a  very  high  price  which 
they  ought  to  have  had  at  prime  coft.  Thofe  who  were  in- 
trufted  with  the  adminiftration  of  fome  polFeffion,  fsirmed 
it  themfelves  under  Indian  names,  or  let  it  fbr  a  triffe, 
upon  receiving  a  handfome  gratuity ;  they  even  frequently 
kept,  back  th6  whole  ihcome  of  fuch  eflates,  under  pre- 
tence of  fome  imaginary  robbery  or  devaluation,  which  had 
made  it  impoffible  to  recover  it.    All  undertakings,  of 
what  nature  foever,  were  clandeftinely  agreed  upon  :  they 
were  the  prey  vf  the  perfoni  employed  in  them,  who  had 
found  means  to  make  themfelves  formidable,  or  of  fuch  as. 
were  moft  in  favour,  or  richeiV.  The  folemn  abufe  that  pre- 
vails in  India,  of  giving  and  receiving  prefents  on  the 
conchifion  of  every  treaty,  had  multiplied  thefe  tranfac- 
tions  without  necefiity.     The  navigators  who  landed  in 
thofe  parts,  dazzled  with  the  fortunes  which'  they  faw 
increafed  fourfold  from  one  voyage  to  another,   no  longer 
regarded  their  Ihips,  but  as  they  were  a  vehicle  to  waft  them 
to  traffic  and  wealth.   Corruption  was  carried  to  its  greateft 
height  by  people  of  rank^  who  had  been  dilgraced  and 
minted  at  home ;  but  who,  being  encouraged  by  what  they 
faw,  and  impelled  by  the  reports  that  were  brought  to  tYietn, 
relblved  to  go  themfelves  into  Afia,  in  hopes  of  retrieving 
their  ihattefed  fortunes,  or  of  being  able  to  continue  their 
iiVegularities  with  impunity.    The  perfonal  conduct  of  the 
4  diredors 
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.diriftftnrs  .pia^e  it  neceffary  for  them  to  wink  at  all  theie  BOOK 
difordjCM.  They  lyere  ?iccufcd  of  attending  to  nothing  in 
their  office.hut  thf  /credit,  the  money  and  the  power  it  gave 
tb^nx.  They  were  ajccufed  of  giving  the  jxioft  important 
pofts  t9  their  own  r^lations^  men  of  no  morals,  applica- 
tion or  capacity.  They  were  accufed  of  multiplying  the 
number  of  fadtor^  without  necefTity  and  without  bounds  to 
fecure  friends  in  the  city  and  at  court.  Laftly,  they  were 
accufed  of  furniihing  themfelves  with  what  would  have 
been  boyght  cheaper  and  better  in  oth^r  places.  Whether 
.iixs  government  did  not  know  of  thefe  exceiTes^  or  had  not 
refolutioa  enough  to  put  a  &op  to  them,  they  were,  by  their 
blindneft  or  their  weaji^neik*  in  fome  meafure  atcomplices 
in  the  ruin  qf  the  affairs  of  the  nation  in  India.  They 
inight  eveu  without  injuilice  be  charged  with  being  the 
principal  cavie  of  them^  by  fending  fuch  improper  per- 
fons  to  manage  and  defend  an  important' colony,  which 
had  no  lefs  to  fear  from  \t^  own  corruption  than  from  the 
^nglifli  fleets  and  arzpi^s. 

Thb  difafters  of  the  company  abroad,  were  ftill  aggr^«  stepi  taken 
vated  by  their  fituatiou  at  home.    It  was  immediately  *"  ^"?f.V** 

'         ,  '    re-eitabliih 

thought  advifeable  to  lay  a  fair  account  of  matters  before  affairs  in 
the  proprietors.  This  difcovery  alarmed  them  exceedingly,  ^^^^ 
and  gave  rife  to  a  hundred  different  fchemes^  ^11  equally 
iibfurd.  They  h^iiy  pftiled  from  one  to  another,  but  were 
too  full  of  uncertainty  and  diffidence  to  adopt  any.  The 
deliberations  were  carried  on  with  toQ  much  aiperity» 
and  precious  moments  were  wailed  in  upbfaid\ag$  an4 
invedkiyes.  No  one  could  forefee  where  thefe  commotion^ 
would  «ad,  when  a  young  merchant  of  quick  parts,  and 
a  clear  bead  arofe.  Th^/  liftened  to  h^m ;  when  the  ftorm 
immediately  fublided,  and  fre{h  hopes  began  to  dawn. 
All^  were  unanimous  in  adopting  his  opinion.  The  com- 
pany*  which  the  enemies  to  all  exclufive  privileges  wiihed 
to  fee  abolifhedy  flood  its  ground ;  but,  it  was  put  upon  a 
better  footing ;  a  ciicumixance  which  was  abfolutely  iie«. 
ceiTary. 

H  h  ^  Amoncsi( 
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Amoitcst  the  caufet  which  had  involved  the.  company 
in  the  diftrefs  they  were  in,  there  was  one  which  had  longr 
been  looked  upon  as  die  fource  of  all  the  reft ;  which  was 
the  dependence,  or  rather  the  flavcry,  in  which  the  go- 
vernment had  kept  that  great  body  for  near  half  a  cen- 
tury paft. 

Eybr  fincethe  year  1723,  the  court  enjoyed  the  power  of 
chufing  the  dired^ors.  In  1730,  a  commiflary  from  the 
king  was  introduced  into  the .  admmiftration  of  the  com- 
pany. This  put  an  end.  to  all  freedom  of  debate 
in  their  deliberations  ;  there  was  no  longer  ahy  con- 
ne<^on  between  the  adminiflrators  and  the  proprietors; 
np  immediate  intercourie  between  the  admimftrators 
and  government.  All  was  direded  by  the  influenee 
and  according  to  the  views  of  the  courtier.  Secrecf^, 
that  dangerous  veil  of  an  arbitrary  admlniftfation,  con- 
concealed  all' their  operations ;  and  it  was  but  in  i744> 
that  the  proprietors  were  called  together.  They  were  cm- 
powered  to  name  fyndics^  and '  to  call  a  general  meetiiirg 
once  a  year;  but  they  were  not  the  better  informed  of  their 
affairs,  nor  more  at  liberty  to  di're^i  them:  The  power  6f 
chufing  the  dire^ors  was  flilt  veiled  in  the  crown,  and 
inflead  of  one  commiflary,  the  king  chofe  to  have  two.^ 

This  gave  birth  to  two  parties.  Each  commilTary  had 
his  own  fcheme,  his  own  favourites,  and  ftrove  to  cany 
his  point.  Hence  arofe  divifions,  intrigues,-  informations 
and  animoHties,  which  had'their  center  at  Paris,  but  fpread 
as  far  as  India,  and  there  broke  out  in  a  manner  fo 
fatal  to  the  nation. 

The  miniftry,  (hocked  at  the  fight  of  To  many  abufes, 
and  weary  of  thofe  endlefs  conteftsi  fought  for  a  remedy. 
It  was  imagined  they  had  hit  upon  one,  by  appointing  a 
third  commifiary.  This  expedient  only  fcrved  to  increafe 
the  mifchief.  Defpotifm  had  i^igned^hen  there  was  but 
one ;  divifion  when  there  were' too ;  but  from  the  mb- 
ment  there  were  three,  all  was  anarchy  «nd  confufion. 
They  reduced  them  to  two,  and  endeavoured  to  make  thetn 

agree 
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agree  as  well  as  they  could ;  and  even  in  1764  there  was  BOOK 
but  one,  when  the  proprietors  defired  that  the  company 
might  be  reinftated  in  its  original  conilitution^  by  refior« 
ing  its  freedom* 

Thet  ventured  to  tell  the  government,  they  mi^t  im« 
pute  the  difafters  and  errors  of  the  company  to  themfeives^ 
as  the  proprietors  had  not  been  concerned  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  affairs :  that  they  could  never  be  <»rried  oa 
raoft  advantageoufly  both  for  them  and  for.  the  ftate,  till  this 
could  be  done  with  ireedom,  and  till  aq  immediate  inter- 

m 

courfe  was  eftabliihed  between  the  proprietors  and  adoii- 
niftrators,  and  between  the  adminiftrators  and  the  mi- 
niftiy.    That  whenever  there  was  an  intermediate  perfon^ 
the  orders  given  on  one  fide,  and  the  reports  made'on  the 
other,  would  necefiarily,  in  paifing  through  his  hands, 
take  a  tin^bire  of  his  own  private  views  and  peribnal  will; 
io  that  he  would  always  be  in  faft  the  true  and  fole  ad- 
miniitrator  of  the  company.    That  fuch  an  adminiftrator, 
often  deftitute  of  intereft,  or  knowledge  of  bufinefs,  would 
always  be  ready  to  &ciifice  the  welfare  and  true  intereft  of 
trade,  to  the  tranfient  fhew  of  his  adminiftration,  and  to 
the  favour  of  placemen.    TlUt  on  the  contrary,   eveiy 
thing  might  be  expelled  from  a  free  adminiftration  chofen 
by  the  proprietors,  ading  under  their  infpedtion,  and  in 
concert  with  them,   and  fubjefk  to  no  fort  of  reftraint. 
*    The  goremment  was  feniible  of  the  truth  of  thefe  rea- 
fons;     They  fecui*ed  the  freedom  of  the  company  by  a 
folemn  edi^;  and  the  fame  gentleman,  who  by  his  genius 
had  juft  g^ven  it  a  new  exiftence,  drew  up  a  plan  of  tem- 
porary ftatutet,  for  a  new  form  of  adminiftration. 
.   The  intention  of  thefe  ftatutes  was,    that  the  com- 
pany might  no  longer  be  ruled  by  men,  who  often  were 
hot  worthy  to  be  its  fa£tors :  that  the  government  might 
no  further  interfere  than  to  protefk  it :  that  it  might  be 
alike  preferved  from  that  flavery  under  which  it  had  fo 
long  groaned,  and  from  that  fpirit  of  myftery  which  had 

•  perpetuated 
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BOOK  perpetuated  its  corruption ;  that  there  fliould  be  a  coo-. 
ftant  intercourfe  betirecn  the  managers  and  the  proprU 
ctors :  that  Paris,  deprived  of  the  advantage  enjojed  by 
the  capitals  of  other  commercial  nations>  of  being  a  iea 
port,  might  acquire  a  knowledge  of  trade  in  £ree  and 
peaceable  aflemblies :  that  the  citizen  might  at  laft  fonrm 
juft  notioM  of  that  powtrfui  tie  that  Itnke  all  nations  to* 
^tker,  and  by  informing,  himfelf  of  the  fources  of  public 
pro^rity,  learn  to  refpeA  the  merchant  whofe  operations 
contribute  to  it,  and  to  defpife  the  profeffions  that  are 
deftructive  of  it. 

Thesb  wife  regulations  were  attended  with  happier  con- 
ftquences  than  could  poffibly  be  expedcd.  A  great  aftivity 
was  obferved  on  all  fides.  During  the  fire  years  that  tho 
new  adminiikration  lafted,  the  fales  produced  .annually 
i3,ooo,ooo  ••  They  had  not  been  fo  cpnfiderable,  even 
in  thofe  timet  which  had  been  looked  upon  as  the  mofc 
profperous;  for,  from  1726  to  1756  inclvfively,  they  had 
amounted  to  no  more  than  437,376,2^  livtes  b,  which 
makes  upon  an  average,  in  peace  and  war,  14,108,912 
livres  ^  a  year. 

It  muft  be  confelfed,  that  finee  the  year  1764,  the  pro-, 
fits  had  not  been  what  they  were  before.  The  difference 
between  the  purchafe  and  the  fale,  which  had  been  at  leaft 
cent,  per  cent,  was  reduced  to  about  feventy  per  cex^t*  This 
•diminution  of  profit  was  owing  to  the  want  of  ftock,  to 
the  ruin  of  French  credit  in  India,  and  to  the  exorbitant 
power  of  the  vidorious  nation  that  had  lately  fubdued 
thofe  diftant  regions.  The  agents  for  the  company  were 
reduced  to  procure  money  and  good^  upon  the  hardeft 
terms.  They  drew  both  from  the  Englifli  merchants  who 
were  endeavouring  to  bring  over  to  Europe  the  imm^ofe 
fortunes  they  had  amafTed  in  Afia. 

With  tbefe  impediments,  and  under  thefe  difagreeable 
circumftances,  was  the  exclufive  privilege  oi  trading  to  the 

*  787*500!.  *  19,135,2121  8s.  6d.  *  6i7;264l.  1 8s. 

£aft 
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Etft  Indies  exetxUedy  when  the  government  thoijght  proper  Book 
tofufpend  it.     Let  us  now  examine  whskt  was  then  tile 
fituation  of  the  company. 

Bjtfore  17649  the  number  of  (hares  was  50^268. '  At  Thefe  mea^ 
that  period  theminiftry,  who,  in  1746,  1747  and  1748,  f^f^ffic^nt. 
had  given  up  to  the  proprietors  the  produce  of  the  ibares  The  trade 
and  bonds  which  were  their  property,  relinqui(hed  in  their  juaU  i^fub- 
farour  the  ihares  and  bonds  themfeivcs,  to  the  number  of  ^'"^ed  ro 
1 1,^35  together,  to  indemnify  them  for  the  expences  they  company. 
bad  incurred  during  the  laft  war.     Thefe  flwires  havine  State  of  ihat 

®  *>    fociety  at 

been  cancelled,  there  remained  but  38,432.  the  time  of 

The  wants  of  the  company  obliged  them  to  n\ake  a  "*  ^^^^' 
eall  of  400  livres  a  per  Ihare.  Upwards  of  34,000  fhares 
paid  the  call.  The  4,000  that  did  not,  were  reduced,  by 
the  terms  of  the  edid  which  empowered  the  company  to 
make  it,  to  five  eights  of  the  value  of  thofe  which  had 
paid ;  fo  that  by  this  operation,  the  number  was  reduced 
to  36,920  whole  fiiares  and  fix  eighths. 

The  dividends  on  the  ihares  of  the  French  company  as 
of  all  other  companies,  hove  varied  according  to  circum-  ; 
ftances.  In  1722  it  was  100  livres  b.  From  1723  to  1745 
it  was  150C.  From  1746  to  1749  it  was  7a**.  From  1750 
to  1758  it  was  8o«.  From  1759  to  1763  it  was  40  f,  and 
in  1764  it  was  but  20  livres  s.  This  ftiews  that  the  divi- 
dend, and  tiie  value  of  the  ftock,  which  always  kept  pace 
with  it,  was  neceffarily  affetfted  1^  the  hazards  of  trade, 
and  the  fluctuation  of  popular  opinion.  Hence  that  pro- 
digious rife  and  fall  in  the  price  of  the  fhares,  which  fell 
in  one  year  from  two  hundi-ed  ^  to  one  hundred  piftoles  i ; 
then  rofe  to  1 800  livres  ^,  and  foon  after  fell  to  700  K 
Yet  in  the  midil  of  thefe  revolutions,  the  ftock  of  the 
company  was  much  the  fame.    But  this  is  a  calculation 

•lyLioi.         '4I.  7s.  6d,  '61.  iis^jdrf  <'3l.  is.3d. 

«3l.  los.  f  1 1.153.  «X75. 6d.  *  X67I.  i8s. 

N.  B.  Each  piflole  is  reckoned  at  i6s.  gd.  *  S3I.  15%  .     ^  78I.  15 v 
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BOOK  which  the  ptiblic  never  makes.  It  is  determined  by  the 
drcumftance  of  the  prefent  moment,  and  alvrays  tniAsor 
fears  beyond  the  truth. 

Trb  proprietors,  who  were  expofed  to  fee  then*  fortiinee 
reduced  to  half  ip  one  day,  would  no  longer  run  the  rifques 
of  fuch  a  (ituation.  In  laying  in  a  frefh.  flock  to  trad^ 
with,  they  defired  to  fecurc  the  remainder  of  then:  for- 
tune in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  the  (hares  fliould  at  all 
times  bear  a  iettled  price,  and  an  interest  tha(  CQuld  be 
depended  on.  The  government  fettled  this  matter  by  an 
ediA  iifued  out  in  Auguft  1764-  The  XUIth  article  ex«- 
prcfsly  fays,  that  to  fecure  to  the  proprietors  a  fettled  in- 
come indeppndent  of  all  future  events  of  trade,  a  fufficient 
fund  ihould  be  detatched  from  that  portion  of  the  contraA 
which  was  then  free,  to  fecure  to  every  ihare  a  capital  of 
1600  iivres  ^,  and  an  interfl  of  So  Hvres  \  and  that  neitbtr 
that  inurejl  nor  that  capital  Jhould^  in  any  cafe  or  for  <wy 
caufe  whatfoever^  be  anfwerable  for  fuch  engagements  as 
the  company  might  enter  into  after  the  date  of  this  eiiSi. 

The  company  therefore  owed  for  36,920  (hares  and  fix 
eighths,  at  the  rate  of  80  Iivres  ^  per  (hare,  an  interdl 
amounting  to  2,953,660  Iivres  ^.  They  paid  for  their 
fevcral  contrs^fts  2,727,506  Iivres  ^  which  made  ^a  all 
5,681,166  iivres  ^  of  perpetual  annuities.  The  life  annu- 
ities amounted  to  3,074,899  Iivres  S.  The  fnm  total  of 
.  all  thefe  annual  payments  was  then  8,756,065  Hvres  h. 
How  the  company  raif^  money  to  anfwer  thefe  feveral 
jdemands  (hall  be  the.  fubjeift  of  our  next  inquiry. 

That  great  body,  far  too  deeply  concerned  in  Law's 
fcheme,  had  advanced  him  90,000,000,  of  Iivres  K  When 
the  cataftrophe  happened,  the  government  made  over  to 
them  in  payment  the  exclufive  fale  of  tobaicco,  which 

•  7ol'  ^  3l-  JOS.  e  3I.  10$.  *  129,2221.  lis.  6a. 
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then  brought  in  three  millions  »  a  year ;  but  they  were  left  B  6  6  K 
without  a  capital  to  trade  upon*  This  kept  them  in  a 
Ihite  of  Inadion  till  17269  when  the  government  came  to 
their  (uccour^  The  rapid  progrefs  they  made  ailonifhed 
ail  natiops,  and  they  bid  fair  ^r  furpaffing  the  moft 
flourifhing  companies.  This  opinion,  which  w^  the 
gieneral.one,  emboldened  the  proprietors  to  complain  that 
their  dividends  were  not  doubled  and  trebled.  They 
thought,  and  fo  did  the  public^  that  the  king's  treafuryi 
was  enriched  with  their  fpoils.  The,profound  fecrecy  with 
which  every  thing  was  carried  on,  ^eatly  ftrengthcned 
thefe  furmiies. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  war  between  France  and  Eng- 
Iknd  in  1744  diffolved  the  charmt  The  miniftry,  too  much 
ctobarrofled  in  their  own  affiairs  to  think  of  doing  any 
thing  fbr  the  company,  left  it  to  Ihift  ftr  itfelf.  Then, 
indeed,  everybody  was  furprized  to^ee  that  CoIofTus  ready 
to  fall,  which  had  never  yet  met  with  any  ihock,  and 
whofe  greateft  misfortune  had  been  the  lofs  of  two  ihips  of 
a  moderate  value.  The  company  was  undone,  had  not 
the  garefnment  in  1747,  declared  itfelf  their  debtor  in 
theTnmt  of  180,000,000  of  livres  ^,  and  engaged  to  pay 
them  the  intereft  of  that  fum  for  ever,  at  five  per  ceat* 
This  engagement,  which  was  in  lieu  of  theexclufive  fale 
of  tobacco,  ijf  fo  important  a  point  in  hiftory,  that  it 
would  not  be  fufficiently  elucidated,  if  we  did  not  take 
vp  the  matter  further  back« 

The  ufe  of  tobacco,  which  was  introduced  intb  Europe 
after  the  difcovery  of  America,  made  no  very  rapui  pro- 
grcfs  in  France.  The  confumption  was  fo  fmall,  that  the 
firft  leafe,  which  began  the  firfl  of  Decen^er  1674,  and 
ended  the  firft  of.  Odober  1680,  brought  in  but  500,000 
livres  ^  to  the  government  the  two  firft  years,  and  600,000  ^ 

the  fdur  laft ;  though  the  right  of  ftamping  pewter  had 

•  • 
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^  ^v^  ^  ^^^^^^  joined  to  this  prlvikge*    Titis  fann  was  confouaded'  - 
with  the  general  farms  tUi  1691,  wl^eo  it  fiiii  semaiped 
anked  to  them,  and  was  rated  at  ix50O|O0oUyre8s  ayear. 
la  1697,  it  became  once  more  a  ftparate  farm  oa  tl^ 
fame  terms^  till  1709,  when  it  was  increafed  to  100,000 
liirifis  b  more,   till  1715*    It  was  then  renewed  for  thr^e 
years  only.  The  two  firft  years  Wfere  to  bring  in  2^000,000 
of  livres  c,  and  the  Laft  200^000  ^  mor^.    At  that  period^ 
it  was  increased  to  4,oaQ,o&o  livres  <  a  year ;  hat  tbia 
lafted  only  from  the  firft  of  October  171B  to  the  firft  of 
June  1720.    TobacGp  then  became  a  mercantile  c^nftsio- 
dity  all  over  the  kingdom,  and  continued  fo  till  the  6rft 
of  September  tjzt.    Durilig  this  Ihort  interval,  private 
people  laid  in  fuch  a  ftock,  that  when  it  came  to  be  fanned 
out  again,  it  could  be  done  but  at  a  moderate  price.  This 
leaJfe,  which  was  the  elevcoEth,  ifas  for  nine  years,  to  Gom<^ 
mence  on  the  firft  of  Sepitember  1721,  to  the  firft  of  Odo* 
ber  1730.    The  fanners  wdre  to  giv^  i,}oo,0)Pq  livre^  f  for 
the  firft  thirteen  months ;  1,800,000  ^  for  ^^  -of  the  laft 
fix  years;  2,560,000  h  for  the ithird,  and  59^09^90^  for 
each  of  the  laft  fix  years.    Thi^  agreement  '4id  not  take 
place,  becau&  the  India  compat)y>  to  whf^n::thf;,  goirfcrnK 
ment  owed  90,000,000  livres  ^»  which  had  •tmn  ief^t^A 
in  the  royal  treafury  in  17I7,  demanded  th^  f^roii^f  to»- 
bacco,  which  had  then  been  made  over  tp  thep^^jfiir  ever* 
and  which,  from  particular  events,  they  h^d  ntvjsrylit  ei^ 
joyed.  '  Their  petition  was  found  to  be  juft,   asd  ibcf 
obtained  what  they  fo  warmly  foUcited. 

They  managed  this  fiirm  themfelves,  from  the  firft  of 
Odober  ^723,  to  the  laft  day  of  September  1730.  The 
produce  during  this  fpace  was  50,083,967  livres  it  fous 
9deniers^  which  made  7,154,852!.  los.  jd.niayear^  out  of 
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this  muft  be  dtduded  jexAy  ^yO^tgSijL  199. 6d«  •  for  the  ^  ^^  ^ 
charts  oi  preparing  the  laod. 

These  tkarges  were  fo^aannous,  that  it. was  thought 
the  bofinefs  which  grew  every  day  more  confiderable, 
would  be  better  in  the  hands  of  the  farmers-tgeneral^  who 
w^uld  do  it  at  lefs  expence.by  means  of  the  derks  they 
employed  for  other  purpofes.  The  company  accordingly 
leaied  it  ior  eight  years.  Tfaey  engaged  to  pay  7,500,000 
livresb  for  4»ach  of  the  firft  four  years,  and  8,000,000  <^  for 
each  of  the  four  hft.  This  leafe  w^iton  upon  the  lame 
footing  till  the  month  of  June  1747,  and  the  king  pro- 
mifed  to  account  with  the  company  for  the  increafe  of 
the  produce,  as  foon  as  it  ihould  be  known  and  aibertained. 

At  this  period,  the  ](ing  united  the  tobacco  farm  to 
his  other  duties,  creating  and  alienating,  for  the  nfe  of  the 
eompany,  an  annuity  of  nine  millions*'  for;ever,  upon  a 
capital  of  a  hundred  and  eighty  millions  ^.  This  large 
compenfetion  was  thought  to  he  due.  to  them  for  the  old 
debtof  ninety  millions  ^;  for.  the  overplus  of  the  profit 
uppn  the  tobacco  farm,  from  1738  to  1747  ;  axKi  to  in« 
demoify  them  for  the  expences  of  the  negro  trade,  the 
ioiles  they  had  fuftained  during  the  war,  their  giving  up 
the  excha^ve  privilege  of  the  trade  to  St.  Domingo,  and 
the  lofs  of  the  ton  duty,  which  had  been  fuipended 
ever  fince  the  year  i73i«  Yet  this  compenfation  has  been 
thought  inadequate  by  fome  of  the  proprietors,  who  have 
found  out  that  ever  fince  the  year  1758,  upi^ards  of 
1 1 ,700,000  |>ound  weight  of  tobacco  have  been  annually 
ibid  ki  the- kingdom  at  three  livres  g  si  pound,  though  it 
had  been 'bought  for  twenty^iieven  livres  ^  a  hundred. 

The  nation  is  of  a  very  different  opinion.  The  mana- 
.gers,  who  prevailed  upon  gorernment  to  acknowledge  fo 
large  a  debt,  have  been  accufed  of  facrificing  the  intereft 
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B  O  O  K  of  the  public  to  that  of  a  private  ibciety.  A  writer  who  ia 
our  dap  fhottid  examine  whether  this  aocuihlion  was  well 
oi'  ill  gnmaded,  wtnild  pafs  for  tn  -idle  nwfi.  Siidt  a  dif- 
cuifiou  would  be  altogether  needlelt,  fiac^  ereiy  circum- 
Aance  of  this  traniadioa  has  been  mftde  publk.  ItfM  be 
fuffident  to  obferve*  that  it  was  wHh  the  nine  millibrt*  a 
year  improperly  facrilieed  by  the  ftate,  that  the  cooipany 
was  enabled  to  aUfwer  the  demand  of  89756,065  livres  ^  with 
V  which  it  was  charged,  fo  that  the  overplus  that  remained 
to  them  amounted  to  about  244,000  lirftes  ^  of  net  revenue. 

It  is  true  they  had  private  fimple  contrail  debts  to  the 
amount  of  74,505,000  livres^,  but  they  had  in  trade,  or 
in  debts  to  call  in,  70,733,000  livres*;  a  fum  neatty  Suffi- 
cient to  balance  their  accounts.    ' 

Their  only  riches  confifted  therefore  in  moveable  and 
unmoveable  effefU,  to  the  amount  of  about  twenty  mil- 
lions^, and  the  profpe^  of  the  extindion  of  the  life  annul- 
ties,  which  in  time  muft  bring  in  three  millionsK  a  year. 
The  a&ual  value  of  this  article  might  be  reckoned  equal  ta 
a  clear  capital  of  thirty  millions  ^. 

Independent  of  thefe  properties,  the  company  enjoyed 
{bme  very  beneficial  rights.  The  excluiive  fale  of  cofiee 
had  been  granted  them ;  but  as  public  utility  required  that 
an  exception  ihould  be  made  in  1736,  with  regard  to 
coffee  imported  from  the  American  iflands,  they  had,  by 
way  of  compenfation,  a  yearly  fum  of  50,000  livres*, 
which  was  always  duly  paid.  Even  the  privilege  for  Mocha 
coffee  was  cancelled  in  1767,  the  government  having  al- 
lowed the  importation  of  that  of  the  Levant.  The  com- 
pany obtained  no  indemnification  on  this  account. 

They  bad  met  with  a  worfe  difappointment  the  year 
before.  In  1720  they  had  been  invefted  with  the  fole 
right  of  tranfporting  (laves  to  the  American  colonies* 

*  393»75ol*  y  3S3*077'-  i^s-  iod.t|  *  10,675!. 
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^his  fytttm  foon  appeared  to  be  erroneous,  and  it  was  BOOK 

agreed  tint  ail  the  merichants  in  the  kingdom  ihould  -be  at 

iib^ljr  to  cany  on  the  flave  trade,  upon  condition  of 

adding  a  piftole*  per  head  to  the  thirteen  livresb  granted 

oat  of  the  royal  tireafurf  •    Suppofing  that  15,000  negroes 

were  difpofed  of  every  year  in  the  French  iflandfl,  this 

made  a  clear  intoitie  of  345,060  li?res^  for  the  company. 

This  bounty,  which  was  allowed  them  for  a  trade  they 

were  not  concerned  in,  was  taken  off  in  1767,  and  wlil 

made  up  to  them  by  a  more  reafonable  equivalent. 

At  the  firft  formation  of  the  Company  they  had  ob« 
tained  a  gratuity  of  50  livres  ^  upon  erery  ton  of  goods 
they  ihould  export,  and  of  75^  upon  every  ton  they 
ihould  import  from  abroad.  The  min^ilry,  upon  the  fup- 
preffion  of  the  bounty  upon  negroes,  increafed  the  gra- 
tuity upon  every  ton  exported  to  75  livres  ^  and  upon  every 
ton  imported  to  80  g«  If  we  rate  both  at  6000  tons  a 
year,  we  ihall  find  a  produce  of  above  a  million  ^  for  the 
Company,  including  the  50,000  livres  i  they  received 
upon  the  coffee. 

Whilst  the  income  of  the  company  ^niained  entire^ 
their  expences  were  leiTened.  By  the  edift  6f  1764  the 
iHands  of  Prance  and  Bourbon  were  become  the  property 
of  the  government,  who  engaged  ta  fortify  and  defend 
them.  By  this  arrangement  the  cbmpany  was  exonerated 
of  two  millions^  a  yekr,  without  the  leaft  detriment. to  the 
exclufive  trade  they  enjoyed  in  thofe  two  iilands. 

With  all  thefe  feemingly  profperous  circumftances  the 
debts  of  the  company  were  daily  increafing.  This  muft 
inevitably  happen,  as  their  income,  together  with  the 
profits  of  their  trade,  was  not  fufficient  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences of  carrying  it  on,  and  the  charges  annexed  to 
the    crown,    which    amounted  together   to    eight   mil« 
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BOO  K  lions*  4  year.  They  might  cycn  exceed  this,  as  fegr 
their  nature  they  were  fufccptible  of  encUefs  iocreafe, 
according  to  the  political  yiews  of  government,  whkh  is 
the  fole  judge  of  their  importance  and  necellity. 

In  Co  unfortunate  a  fituation,  the  company  could  aqt 
poilibiy  fupport  itfelf  without  the  afliflaace  of  governmea(« 
But  for  fome  time  paA  the  council  of  Lewis  XV.  had  ap- 
peared to  be  vefy  indifferent  about  the  exiftence  of  that 
.great  body.  At  laft  an  arret  of  council  was  iifued,  bearing 
cate  the  13  th  of  Auguil  1769,  by  which  the  king  fufpendsd 
*  the  excluiive  privilege  of  the  {ndia  Company,  and  granted 
to  all  his  fubjeds  the  liberty  of  navigating  and  trading 
bej^ond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  However,  in  granting 
this  unexpeded  freedom,  the  government  thought  proper 
to  lay  it  under  fome  reftraint.  The  arret  which  opens  thi$ 
Hew  track  to  private  navigators,  requires  them  to  pro- 
vide themfelves  with  p^ffportB,  which  are  to  )>e  freely- 
given  by  the  adminiftrators  of  the  India  Company.  It 
obliges  them  t^make  their  returns  to  Port  TOrient,  and 
no  where  elfc.  It  eftablifhes  a  duty  by  way  of  indulto 
on  all  goods  imported  from  India;  which,  by  a  fecond 
arret  of'ipouncil  iflued  on  the  fixth  of  September  fo}« 
lowing,  was  fixed  at  five  per  cent,  on  all  good3  coming  from 
jndia  and  China,  and  at  three  per  cent,  upon  all  commodi- 
ties of  the  growth  of  the  iflands  of  France  and  Bourbon. 

Tbb  arret  of  th^  15th  of  Auguil,  by  only  fufpending 
the  privilege  of  the  compstny.f  feemed  to  leave  to  the  pro- 
prietors the  power  of  refuming  it;  but  as  they  faw nopro-  ^ 
bability  of  ever  being  able  to  do  this,  they  wifely  de- 
termined to  liquidate  their  concerns  in  fuch  a  manner  ai 
to  feciire  their  creditors,  and  the  remains  of  their  own 
fortunes. 

Foa  this  purpofe  they  offered  to  give  up  to  tlu  king 
all  the  company's  Ihips,  thirty  in  number ;  all  the  ware« 
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houfes  and  other  baildings  belonging  to  them  at  port  ^  ^  O  K 
rOrieat  and  in  India;  the  property  of  their  factories 
with  the  maniifadures  dependent  on  them;  ad  naval  and 
militSHry Ttores ;  and  laftlj,  eight  hundred  flaves  which  they* 
had  re&rved  in  the  iflands.  All  theie  articles  were  va- 
lued at  thirty  millions  *  by  the  proprietors,  who  at  the 
£ime  time  demanded  the  pa3rment  of  i6y50o»ooo  livrea  ^ 
which  were  due  to  them  bv  t^e  government. 

The  king  agreed  to  the  propofal,  but  chofe  to  lefTen 
the  purchafe  money :  not  that  the  effeds  were  not  of  ftitt 
greater  value  whilft  they  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
company ;  but  being  made  over  to  the  government,  thepV 
brought  an  additional  incumbrance  upon  it.  So  that  inftead 
of  46,500,000  livres/^  which  the  proprietors  demanded, 
the  prince,  to  clear  all  accounts  with  them,  cveateda  per- 
petual annuity  for  their  benefit  of  1,200,000  livres  ^,  upon 
a  capital  of  thirty  millions  «•  The  edid  for  that  purpofe 
was  iflued  out  in  January  1770. 

This  new  contraft  the  company  mortgaged  for  twelve 
millions  ^  which  they  borrowed  upon  life  annuities  at  ten 
per  cent,  and  by  a  lottery  in  February  following.  This 
money  was  borrowed  to  enable  them  to  fulfil  the  engage- 
^  ments  they  h^d  entered  into  when  they  undertook  the 
laft  expeditions;,  but  it  was  infufEcient:  fo  that  finding 
themfelves  utterly  unable  to  raife  more,  the  proprietors, 
at  their  meeting  on  the  yth.  April  1770,  m^de  over  their 
whole  property  to  the  king,  except  the  capital  that  had 
'  been  mortgaged  to  the  ihajres. 

The  principal  articles  comprized  in  this  ceffion,  con« 
lifted  in  the  abolition  of  4,200,000  livres  s  in  life  annui- 
ties ;  of  that  part  of  the  contrad  of  niile  millions  ^  which 
exceeded  the  capital  of  the  (hares;  of  the  hotel  of  Pa- 
ris;   of  the  India  goods  expected  home   in  1770  and 


•  i,3T2i5ooL 

•  1,312,5001. 

*  72h%7Sl*           *  4|039f37Sl* 
f  5^,oooi           g  i83,75oU 

*  52,500!. 

* 
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K  177 1,  fuppofisd  to  be  worth  «6,o6o,ooo  of -litres  i;  and 
laflly,  of  three  or  four  mill  ions  *»  of  ^ebts  to  be  fcrfletl 
lit;  from  debtors  who*  were  moftly  Ccfhkni,  in  India>  in 
th^  i(le&  of  Praiifce  and  Bourbovi,  and  dl  Sati  Domiih^^ 
The  i^roprietors  eit|;aged  at  the  fame  time  to  fi^ifli  fhe 
king  wkh  a  fum.  of  14,768,000  Uvre»J%  to  be^ratfed  fc^ 
way  6f  a  call,  vMhich  was  fixed  at  400  Hvres  ^perfliafe. 
The  government,  in  accepting  thefe  feveraloftrs,  engagl^ 
on  their  part  to  pay  all  the  perpet uai  and  life  annuities 
Whith  the  company  was  -bound  tx>.  pa/^  all  their  otfi^ 
•ngagendents,  amounting  to  about  forty-fiVe  millions'^; 
#b11  the  peniions  and  half-pays  granted  by  the  eompany^ 
tmounting  to  8o,ocolivresf  a-year;  ta^ty,  to  ftaiid  to&H 
the  charges  and  ri^ues  attending  a  iiquidation  thatmuft 
Decciilirily  laft  fome  years* 

•The  capital'of  eath  ihare,  which  by  tlie  ^Jdift  of  Aikjg^lk 
1764,  had  been  fixed  at  1600  livres  i,  bearing  an  intereft 
of  80  livres  **,  the  king  now  taifed  to  2500  livres  *,  bearing 
intereft  125  livres  ^  a-^year.  The  new  Intereft  was  made 
fubjeft  to  a  dedaflion  of  a  tenth,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
this  deduftfori  fitould  be  annually  appropriated  to  the  pay^ 
fng  off  of  the  ihares  by  lot,  on  the  footing  of  their  capittfl 
of  2500.  livres*;  fo'that  the  intereft  on  the  ihares  thus 
paid  off,  would  ioereafe  the  fisking  iiiAdtill  the  whole  ^ef 
the  fliarcs  was  finally  paid  off,  •      '  * 

These  refpe^Uve  conditions  are  recorded  in  arr  a^rcft 
of  coimcil,  of  the  8th  of  April,  including  a  report  of  the 
deliberations  held  the  day  before  in  a  general  meeting  df 
the  proprietors,  and  confirmed  by  letters  patent  bearing 
-date  the  2  2d  of  the  fame  month.  In  confequerice  of  thefe 
agreements,  the  call  has  been  paid,  the  drawing  for  the 
rcimburfement  of  the  ihares,  to  the  number  of  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty,,  has  been  made  every  year,  and  the  fini- 

*  i>i37>50ol*        ^  A5ouK  t53,oool,  upon  atfaTeragf.  '  646>'TOoi« 
**  »7l.  i<5s.        *  r>968|75olr        f  j,5col.         g  70I.        h  jl*.  ios» 

*  *09l.  7s.  6dL         k  ^i.  ^,  ^a^      .    *  X09I.  75.  6d. 
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jl^.conU^S  debts  of.  the  compaoy  have  beeji  4uiy  paid  book 

Tffcei^  f  heir  tifni^  ]Hira$  elapfeci-  y__  ,» 

.<j?RPM  all  thefe.pflirticulfirsy  it  is  jioe^y  matter  tofranv; 
sin  ide^i  of  the  aAutl,  mo^le  of  exifte^c&  of  the  Ifidiacom* 
p9Py>  nu4  of  the  kgal  ftate  tof  the  trade  they  carried  o«, 
T^ift  i^OBapgaxy.  iwbich  ac  prefeat  has  no*  pvoperty,  oo  bufi* 
9ef»>'nO'9bje4Si;,.:CadMkOt  however  be . considered  as  being 
^jerijh  defti^yedj  fince  the  prpprktors*  have  referved  the 
}gNMjR/^,th2Lt  was  jnortgaged  for. their  ihetes  ;  and  that 
they  have  a  cooupen  cheft,  and  deputies  to  fuperiptend 
their  i&t^eils«t  On  Ihe  other  hand,  their  charter. has 
b^a.  fufpeoided;.  but  it  .is  only  fofpeiidfid,  and'ih  not  in* 
c^lvd^diaiiiongft  tbedrticles  whiph  tJ^e  iioinpany  has  ceded 
tp,MLO  king«  The- law  by  which  it  was  granted  is  i\ill  in 
force ;  and  the  ihips  that  are  fitted  out  foir  the  Indian  feas, 
c^m^  &il  without  a  p^ymii^op  in  fibe  nameof  the  coropafny. 
So  that  the  fteedom  which  has  b^en  granted  is  but  a 
precarious  one^  aiMl  if: the  proprietors  ihould  offer  to 
il^fttcne  their  tr§d^,  with  a  fufiicient  ftock  to  carry  it  on, 
thty  would  tiav«i  an.  undoubted  i^igbt  tp  do  it,  without 
^y  nfiw  law  to  impower  them.  But.except  this  nominal 
XigkU  which  in  fact  is  ipuch  the  facne  a^  if  it  did.  not  ex* 
jfti.a»  the  proprietors  nrp  not  in  a  cpndition  to  Qxercife  it, 
s|ll  their  other  iughts>  properties  ^nid  factories,  are  now  in 
the  hands  of  government.  Let  us  tak^  a  curfory  view  of 
Ihofe  fdttleoipntfi^  Mginaiog  by  .Majabar.  .  . 

BETWEEN,  thop^ovi^ces  of  Caijiaraand  Calicut,  lies  Prefcnt 
^  diftrjjflt.)vhich  q^tfnds  eighteen  leagues  along  the  coaft,  J.*^^  ^^^^^ 
•  andiaat  ^noft  icjf|n  or  eight  leagues  bxoad*    The  country,  oa  iho  coaib 
yijfiuih  is  vejy,rugged|  is  covered  with  pepper  and  cocoa-  o^ MAi-««i, 
tiiees..    It  i?  divided  into  feveral.leflcr  dillri£ts,.in    fub- 
|edion  to  as  many  Indian  lords^  v^ho  are.  all  va^als    to 
the  bowlie  of  Colaftry.    The  head  of  this  Braniin  family  is 
ailways   to  confine  his  whole  attention  to  what  concerns 
(he.woriliip  pf  the  gods.     It  would  be. beneath  his  dignity 
toftoof  to  profane  matters,  and  the  reins  of  governpieat 
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into  two  provincjcs.  In  the  iargefi^  called  the  Irottveiiate» 
is  the  Engliih  imdory  of  Tellichery^  and  the  Dutch  fac- 
tory of  Cananor.  Thofe  two  nattons  Ihare  the  pepper 
between  them,  but  the  Engliih  commonly  carry  off 
i»500»ooo  panad  weight,  and  there  ieldom  remains  fflioro 
that  500,000  for  the  Dutch. 

The  fecond  province,  called  Cartenate,  -upends  but 
five  leagues  along  thecoaft.  Here  the  French  were  called 
in  by  the  natives  in  1722,  with*a  view  to  make  ufe  of  them  , 
againft  the  Engliih ;  but  an  accommodation  having  taken 
place  matf-  their  aiiiftance  needlefs,  they  were  forced  to  re- 
linquifli  a  poft  where  they  promifed  themfthres  fome  advan- 
tages. Fired  with  refentment  and  ambition,  they  re- 
turned in  greater  numbers  in  1725,  and  eftabliAM  them* 
felves  fword  in  hand  on  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mah& 
Notwithilanding  this  z€t  of  violence,  they  obtained  of  the 
prince  who  governed  that  diilrid,  an  exclufive  right  to 
the  pepper  trade.  This  favour  was  fo  great  an  advantage 
to  them,  that  it  gave  rife  to  a  colony  of  6,000  In- 
dians who  cultivated  6,350  cocoa-trees,  3,967  areka  and 
7,7.62  pepper-trees.  Such  was  the  ilateof  this  fettleihent;, 
when  the  Engliih  made  themfelves  maftersof  it  in  1760. 

The  f9me  fpirit  of  deftru^ion  that  they  had  (hewn  in 
all  their  conqueils,  influenced  them  at  Mah«.  Their 
intention  w^s  to  pull  down  the  houfes,  and  difperie 
the  inhabitants.  The  fovereign  of  that  country  difTuaded 
them  from  their  purpofe.  All  was  fpared,  except  the  for- 
tifications. When  the  French  returned^o  their  fa^ory, 
they  found  every  thing  much  in  the  &me  condition  as 
they  had  left  it.  It  is  their  intereft  to  fecure  the  ad- 
vantages they  enjoy,  and  it  is  no  lefs  incumbent  on  them 
to  endeavour  to  improve  them. 

Make'  is  furround^  with  hills,  on  which  were  crefted 
five  forts,  which  no  longer  exift.  Thefe  works  were  by- 
far  too  numerousj  though  fome  precautions  are  abfolutel^ 

neccflary 
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D^ceOkty.  Iti»notiM'opcrtobeperpetuany«3iporedto  the  ^  ^.^  ^ 
depredations  of  the  Na^rs»  who  have  formerly  attempted 
ttv  plunder  and  defcroy  the  CQlony,  and  who  imght  pof- 
fUbUy  hare  ftiit  tht  fame  intentions,  in  order  to  ptit  them* 
fehres  wider  the  protedioh  of  the  En^ih  at  TcUichery, 
which  is  but  three  leagues  diftant  from  Mahe. 

Besides  the  pofts  requifite  for  internal  fafety,  it  is 
highly  proper  to  fortify  the  entrance  of  the  rirer.  Since 
the  Marattas  have  got  fea.ports  of  their  own,  they  infcft 
the  fea  about  Malabar  witmiheir  piracies.  Thofe  ban* 
4itti  even  attempt  tb  land,  wherever  rfiey  think  there  1$ 
fome  booty  to  be  got*  Mahe  would  not  be  (iieurefrom 
their  attacks,  if  there  were  mone^  or  goods  to  tempt  them, 
imlefs  they  were  well  guarded. 

The  preach  might-make  themfelves  ample  aitiends  for 
a^  ejtpencjbs  they  ^lould  incur,  if  they  did  but  carry  oi^ 
their  trade  whh  fpirit  and  ikilL  Their  fa^dry  is  the  beft 
fituatedfor  the  pepper, trade;  and  the  country  would  af- 
ford 2,500,000  pou^d  weight  of  thkt  commodity.  What 
could  hot  be  confumed  in  Europe  might  be  fold  in  China^ 
on  the  Red  Sea,  and  at  B||pal.  A  pound  of  pepper  would 
Aand  them  in  twelve  fous^^  and  they  would  fell  it  fof 
twenty-five  or  thirty  **• 

This  advantage^  confiderable  as  it  i3,  would  be  incre^d 
by  the  profits  upon  European  goods  which  would  be  car- 
ried over  to  Mahe,  Thofe  who  are  beft  acquainted  with 
that  fadory,  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  an  eafy  matter 
to  difpoie  of  400,000  weight  of  iron,  200,000  of  lead^ 
25,000  of  copier,  2000  firelocks,  20^000  weight  of  gun- 
powder, 50  anchors  or  grappling^,  50  bales  of  cloth, 
50,000  ells  of  fail  cloth,  a  good  quantity  of  quickfilver, 
and  about  200  cafks  of  wine  or  brandy,  for  the  French  fet- 
tled in  the  colony,  or  for  the  Englifli  in  the  neighbour- 
liood.x    Thefe  feyeral  articles  together    would  fetch'  at 

^  About  6d.  ^  ^  About  il.  4s.  on  an  tvcrage. 

li  4  leaft 
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BOOK  leaft  384^000  livres  \  of  which  i53»6oo  Vwould  be  dear 
gam#  aliowing'the  prpfit  to  be  40  per  coit*    Another.  akU« 


vantage  aUeadiog^  this  circulation  is»  that  there  will,  alw 
ways  }}e  a  ftock  in  tb^fai^ry,  wl^ch  wUl-^nabie  them  to 
puc^l^s^fe  the  produjftions  of  the  country  in  the  feafons  of 
the  year  when  they  ^r^  cheapeft. 

TaE  greateft  obftacle   to   trade  ^  the  cuAQfn4ioufe 
filabUflied  in  the  colony.     Half  the  duties  belong  to  the 
foverelgn  of  that  country,  and  this  iias  always  been  1^ 
fubj^A'  of  contention.     Tha^n^i(h  of  Tellichery^  who 
laboured  under  t^ie  fame  grievauce,  li^ve  found  means  to.. 
.     ptQv^Jat  aU  difputes  about  thefe  duties,  by  paying  a  certain 
yearly  fum  as  an  equivalent.    We  might  do  the  fame»  but 
we  cannot  expe£l  that  the  prince  would  agree  to  it,  un- 
lefs  we  previouily  pay  him  the  fums  he  has  lent,  and  no 
^o^iger.refufe  him  the  tribute  ftipulated  for  the  benefit  ct- 
living  peaceably  upon  his  temtories.     Matters  canftot  be 
fo  eaiily  adjufted  at  Bengal. 
?refent     ^      FRANCE  has  engaged  by  the  treaty  of  1^63,  toereftna 
llate  of  the   fortificatiOQs  and* keep  no  troops  in  that  rich  and  exten-^ 
Bens^  *'    ^^^  country.     The  Englifli,  who  are  fovereigns  there^ 
will  never  fhiFer  us  to  devi^^te  from  what  they  have  re- 
quired.   So  that  Chandernagore,  which  before  the  lail 
iprar  reckoned  60,000  fpuls,  and  has  now  but  24,0001^ 
is  and  always  will  be  entirely  an  open  placei 

To  this  misfortune  of^a  precarious  fituation,  maybe 
added  injuries  and  hardihips  of  tVery  kind.  Not  fatisfied 
with  thepofleffion  of  unlimited  authority,  the  Englifhhavc 
been  guilty  of  the  nibft  fcandalous  enormities.  They 
have  infulted  the  French  in  thek  work-fhops ;  decoyed 
their  workmen,  cut  the  linens  off  of  the  looms ;  infifted 
that  the  manufadlurers  fliould  do  no  work  but  for  them  in 
the  three  beft  months  of  th^  year,  and  that  their  own  lad- 
tags  ihould  be  picked  out  and  completedt    before  an^ 
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thiog  was  removed  out  of  the  work-fliops. '  The  fcheine  ^ 
which  the.  French  and  Dutch  together  had  contrivad  of 
ipakmg.  aa  exaft  eftimate  of  the  number  of  wearers,  tak- 
ing only  half  between  th^m,  and  leaving  the  reft  to  the 
Englilhy  has  been  coniidered  «as  aq  infult.  That  domi- 
neering  nation  have  gone  fo  far  as  to  declare  tJt^at  they 
would  have  their  £iCtors  l)ny  the  goods  in  Chander(iagore ; 
and  our  people  have  b^en  forced  to  liibmit  to  this  hard* 
i^ip»  or  they  would  have  beeq  excluded  from  every  marked 
in  Bengal.  In  a  word»  they,  have  fopuch  abufed  the  unjuft 
right  of  viAofy,  fhtt  a  philpfopher  m}ght  be  tempted  to 
wilh  for  the  ruin  of  their  liberty,  were  not  the  people  a 
thoufand  times  more  of^reffive  and  cruel  under  th«  go-: 
Vernment  of  one  man,  than  in  the  poiTeffions  of  a  govera- 
xnent  tempered  by  the  influence  of  many*. 

As  long  as  things  remain  upon  the  prefent  footing  it^ 
that  opulent  part  of  A$a>  the  French  will  meet  with  per- 
petual hardlhips  and  mortificatioi^^  and  therefore  no  foli4 
and  lafting  adyantage  can  accrue  to  trade.  Welhoul^  be 
refcued  from  t}iis  ^it^moe,  if  we  could  exchan^  Chander* 
nagore  for  Ch^ttigan* 

Chattigan  is  fituated  on  the  confines  of  Aracan. 
The  Portuguefe,  who  in  the  days  of  thc^*  profperity,  en* 
deavour^d  to  get  all.t)ie  important pofts  in  India  intoiheir 
own  hands,  made  a  confiderable  fettlemetit  at  that  place. 
The  colonifts  Ihook  off  the  yoke  of  their  native  country], 
when  it  became  aipart  of  the  Spaniib  dopoinions,  chufmgr 
rather  to  turn  pirates  than  to  be  ilaves.  They  long  in- 
fefted  the  neighbouripg  coafts  and  feas  w^th  their  depre- 
dations. At  laft  they  were  attapk^d  by  the  Moguls,  who 
raifed  a  colony  upon  their  piins,  powerful  enough  to  pre- 
vent any  inroads  which  the  people  of  Aracan  and  Pegu 
might  be  tempted  to  make  bto  Bengal.  This  place  then 
fank  into  obfcurity,  till  1758,  when  the  Englifh  arrived  and 
((pttlc4  tbciet 

Th* 


49»  HISTORY  OF  SETtLEMfiNTS  AND  TRADE 

The  dfattatc  is  healthy,  tte  matters  excellent,  and  pitf^' 
vHions  plenty:  the* latidltig  Is  eafy,  and  the  andidr^g« 
fafe.  The  continent  and  the  iiland  of  Sandita  make  a 
tolerable  harbour.  The  f iters  Barfampntr!  and  Btki, 
vthich  ate  branches  of  the  Oanges,  or  at  leaft  communU* 
catc  with  it,  greatly  facilitate  comtfiercial  operations,  ff 
>  Chattigan  is  fixrther  off  of  Patn^,  Caffimbazar,  and  Ibme 
other  markets,  than  the  European  colonies  on  ihe  river 
Hugly,  it  is  nearer  Jogdta,  Dacca,  and  all  the  mariufd^tirea 
of  the  lower  river.  It  is  a  matter  of  no  confetiuenee  Whe^ 
ther  Ihips  of  burden  can  or  cannot  enter  the  Ganges  on 
that  fide;  as  the  inland  navigation  ii  never  carried  on  but 
with  boats. 

ThoucH  the  knowledge  they  had  of  thefe  advantage? 
had  determined"  the  Ettglilh  to  feiXe  upon  Chattigan,  wc 
are  apt  to  think  they  would  have  given  it  up  at  the  laft 
peace,  to  get  rid  of  the  French,  and  remove  them  from  a 
place  which  lies  too  neai*  them,  and  which  long  habit  has 
endeared  to  them.  We  even  apprehended  that  at  Chatti- 
gan, they  would  have  defifled  froiti  thofe  irkfome  condi- 
tions  they  required  at  Chandcrnagore,  which  imprint  a' 
reproach  upon  the  pofleffors,  more  detrimental  than  it  is 
pOfSblc  for  mere  (peculators  in  commerce  to  conceive. 
Trade  is  a  free  profelSon.  The  fea,  the  voyages,  thcj 
rifque,  and  the  viciflitudes  of  fortune,  all  infpire  a  love  of 
independence.  This  is  the  Very  foul  and  life  of  trade, 
which  Vvhen  fhackled  droops  and  dies.  ^ 

The  prefent  opportunity  is  perhaps  a  favourable  One  to 
think  of  the  exchange  we  propoje.  The  fortifications 
which  the  Englifli  had  begun  to  ere6t  at  Chattigan,  hav- 
ing been  thrown  down  by  repeated  earthquakes,  and  they 
fcem  to  have  taken  a  diflike  to  the  place.  As  to  the 
French,  this  inconvenience,  great  as  it  is,  would  be  pre- 
ferable to  that  of  living  in  a  defencelefs  town.  It  is  bet- 
ter to  ftrtve  againil  nature  than  againft  men,  and  to  be 
expofed  to  the  ftiocks  of  the  earth  thrfn  to  the  infults  of 
nations.     Fortunately  for  the  French,  though  they  arc 

i ' ,  rcftraincd 
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reftrained  at  Bengal,  they  meet  with  ibme  amends,  ia  ^ 
eojoyij»g  a  hetter  fituation  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel. 

To  tlie  north  of  that  verj  exteniWe  coaft>  they  polfisfs'  PrefentfitQ- 
Yanam,  in  the  pfovince  of  Rajahmandiy.    This  feftorjr,  FicnchVjIl'' 
which  has  no  knd  belonging  to  it,  and  is  fituated  nine' on  thecoaft 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ingerom,  was  formerly  ^^^ 
a  very  fiouriihing  one.    From  miftaken  motkes  it  was 
negledsd  abouMk^  year«  1 746.     It  would,  however,  afford 
goods  to  the  v^e  of  4  or  $00,000  litres  S  as  the  cotton' 
manu&^ures  are  very  eonfiderable  in  that  neighbourhood,' 
and  the  cottons  remarkably  fine  and  good.     It  has  been 
found  by  experience  to  be  a  good  market  for  difpofingof 
European  cloth.     The  trade  of  this  place  would  be  more 
lucrative,  if  they  were  not  obliged  to  (liare  the  profit  with 
the  Englifii,  who  have  a  fmall  fettlement  witliin  two  miles 
of  the  French. 

Thb  competition  is  much  more  detrimental  to  their  in* 
tereft  at  Mafulipatam.  The  French,  who  formerly  were 
mafters  of  the  whole  town,  but  have  nothing  left  now  ex-* 
cept  the  lodge  they, had  before  1749,  cannot  pretend  to  vie 
with  the  Engliih,  who  make  them  pay  duty  for  all  their 
iinports  and  exports,  and  enjoy  befides  all  the  favour  in 
their  own  trade  which  Tovereignty  can  command.  This- 
being  the  cafe,  the  French  confine  their  dealings  to  the 
purchafe  of  fome  fine  handkerchiefs,  and  other  calicoes  to 
the  value  of  1 50,000  livres  *».  It  is  far  otherwife  at  Karical* 

That  town,  fituated  in  the  kingdom  of  Tanjour,  on 
one  of  the  branches  of  the  Coleroon,  which  will  bear  Ihips 
of  150  tons  burden,  was  ceded  to  the  company  in  1738,. 
by  a  dethroned  king,  who  was  in  want  of  protedlion.  Hav- 
ing been  reftored  before  he  had  fulfilled  his  engagements, 
he  retra£led  the  gift  he  had  made.  A  nabob  attacked  the 
place  with  his  army^  and  in  1739  gave  it  up  to  the  French 
who  were  in  friendihip  with  him.  Soon  after  this  the  un* 
grateful  and  perfidious  prince  was  firangled  by  the  intrigues 

*^^QQt  19,7001.  on  an  arcragc.  ^  6,562 1.  lOi* 
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^  of  his  uncles ;  and  hisfucceflbo  who  }md  inherited  bis  enst* 
mies.  with  his  tfadrone,  heing  defirout  of  obtakiiAg.  ttie 
fttendihip  of  a:  powerful  nation,  confirmed  thtm.tti  jhtir^ 
poiTeflion.  The  EngUlh  took  the  ftoce .  in ,  vj6o^  and? 
blew  up  the  fortifioations*  It^was^a&erwarda  rcftor'ed  to 
the  French^  who  returned  thither  ia  1765 . 

In  its  prefent  ftate,  ICarical  is  ^  ppen  piace^'  tvhlch  amy 
Qontaia  15,000  inhoi^itants,  moft  of  tblJt^.eiiipkTBdiiik. 
weaving  ordinary  handkerchiefs,  aad  cottons  foar  the  waar 
of  the  nattves.  The  t^rritocy  belonging  to  it»  which  Jiaa 
been  confidcrably  increafed  by  thexoncefliofisiYhacb  the 
king  of  Xftnjour  tpade  in,  i749'  i^  °^^  "^^^^  more  mdiat  it 
was  at  firflr,  two  leagues  in  length,  and  one  league  in  ^o 
broadeft  part.  It  is  Covered  with<fte«n  vllUiges,  of-whidi 
c^nly  one  d^fiirves  pur  notice;  it  it  called  Tinimak-' 
Rayenpatnam,  and  contains  no  left  than  .25^000  fouls* 
They  wi^aye  and  paint  :•  tolerably  •  fine  vPai^ans>  fit  for 
^atavia  and  the  Philippine  iQands.  The  CooUss  .and 
Mohammedans  havefmallyefTeki  withwhich.they  tlade<to 
Ceylon,  and  ak>ng  the  coaft^ 

France  may  draw  annually  from  this  fettlemthV '^<> 
hundred  ba^es  of  cottons  or  haxidkerchiels  fit  for  Europe, 
and  alarg^  quantity  pf  rice  for  th?  M^i^aiifC^  of  h^r  other 
colonies* 

All  goods  bought  at  Karical,  Yftnam  and  Mafulipatain» 
ere  carried  to  Ppndich^rry,  our  chief  iettlement  in  India^ 

Tints  tQwn^  which  tofe  from  fuch  fmaU  beginnltigSy  in 
time  became  a  great,  powerful  and.  famous  city.  Tho 
fireers,  which  are  all  ftrftit,  and  mod  of  them  broad,  were 
lined  with  two  rows  of  tre^s>  which  kept  tH^n  opol^  even 
in  the  heat  qf  the  day.  The  moft  remarkaUepublie  ed^ 
fices  are  a  mofque,  two  Pagodas,  two  churches  and  the 
governor's  houfe,  which  is  reckoned  to  be  the  moft  mag- 
nificent building  in  the  rfift.  They  had  ereded  a  fmall  cita- 
del in  the  year  1704,  but  it  is  of  no  ufe^fincethey  hav^ 
been  allowed  (o  build  boufes  all  round  itw    To  fupply  ^he 
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lofsof  this  defeihcet'tfafeefidetf  of  the  td««  had  been  for-  *  ^^  ^ 
tifitfd  witliF  ai  nmipart,  a  diceh>  baftioiis^  and  a  glacis  whiqh 
wan  aafinHhed  &n  fome  places.    The  road  was  defended 
hy  fofloe  batteries  judiciouily  plaotd. 
•  Tbb  itown,  which  «iras  a  fiiU  league- in  circumference^, 
contained  70,000 ,  inhabitants,^  of  which  40O0  wexe  Snro* 
peans^  Meftees,  or  HDopaffcs.    Then  were  at  jnoft  lo^ooo 
Mcrftammctdans  $  the  Te&  were  Jndiafts»  1 5^000  of  which 
wei^  ohriftians,  and  the  .others  of  feventeen  or  eighteen 
difierent  cafts  or  tflbea;    Tfar«e  Tillages  dependent  on  the 
town^  might  contain  so,ooo  fouls. 

Siren  WM  the  Aata  of  the -colony,  when  thtf  EngKfli 
roftdethemfelves  mailers  of  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1761 «  utterly  deftroyedk,  and  turned  out  the*  inhabitant^ 
Others  .may,  perhaps,  examine  whether  the  barbarous 
right  of  war  could  juftify  fiich  enormities«r  Let  us  turp^aw^ 
our  eyes  from  fomany  cruelties,  committed  b|».a  free^ 
magnaoimous,  and  enlightened  nation,  and  only  dwell 
upon  thc|  refolution  FranQe  has  taken  ta  reftore  Pondi- 
cherry  to  its  former  fplendor.  Every  thing  concurs  t9 
juAify  the  .wifdom  of  this  choice. 

This  town,  It^eftU  others  on  the  co«ftof  CoromandeL 
has  BO  harbour,  but  it  haa  a  much  more  commodious 
road*  The  (hips  can  anchor  cloie  to  the  ihore,  under  the 
cannon  of  the  fortifications.  Its  territory^  which  is  three 
leagues  long  and  one  league  broad,  is  oothing  but  barren 
fand  by  the  fea  fide,  but  the  greateft  part  is  fit  for  the 
culture,  of  rice,  vegetables,  and  ^  root  called  chaya,  which 
is  ufed  for  dying.  Two  fmall  rivers  that  crofs  the  country, 
but  ^e  not  navigable,  afford  excellent  water  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  particularly  for  the  blue  dye.  Three  miles  io 
the  north-eaft  of  the  town  is  a  hill,  which  rifes  a  hundred 
toifes  above  the  level  of  the  fea^  andt^*  ^  guide  to  (hips  at 
the  diilance  of  feven  or  eight  leagues,  which  is  an  inefti^ 
mable  advantage  upon  fo  flat  a  coaft.  At  the  top  of  this 
bill  is  a  veiy  large  pool  of  wat^r,  that  has  been  coUefiia^ 

for 
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BOOR  foTZgUi  and  after  refYefkingand  fertilaiaga  fpadous  Cer- 
ritory,  flows  dawn  to  water  the  grounds  about  Von^hftny. 
Laftly,  the  colony  b  favounUy  fituated  for  the  rocepiioK 
of  provifions  and  merchandUes  from  the  Camatk,  the 
kingdoms  of  M/fore,  and  Tanjour. 

S  V  c  B  were  the  ii&portantreafiuis  which  detennmedPhmce 
to  rebuild  Poadtcherry.  As  foon  as  her  agents  appeared 
on  the  nth  of  April  1765,  the  unfortunate  Indians,  who 
had  been  di^perfed  by  the  calamities  of  war,  flocked  thither 
in  great  numbers*  By  the  beginning  of  the  year  1770, 
there  were  27,000  who  had  rebuilt  their  ruined  hodes. 
They  are  all  brought  up  in  the  notion  that  no  ssan  caa  be 
happy  who  does  not  die  tn  the  very  place  whese  he  flrft 
&W  the  light.  This  prejudice,  to  pkafing  to  them,  and 
which  may  be  turned  to  good  account,  will  no  doubt  bring 
them  alt  home  again,  as  fbon  as  there  is  room  for  them, 
and  the  town  is  indofed.  The  weavers,  the  dyers,  the 
psmiters,  the  merchants,  tboie  who  have  fome  property 
to  pseftrve,  only  wait  for  this  fecurity  to  follow  their 
incUnatioa. 

In  their  prefent  ftate,  the  French  fadbries  iiwlndla  are 

very  expenfive,  and  the  returns  from  them  ineonflderable.* 

Unfortunately  this  is  not  compensated  by  the  iihmds  of 

France  and  Bourbon,  which  have  not  attained  to  that 

degree  of  profpefity  we  had  reafon  to  exped. 

PreTentfitu-      The  latter  of  thefe  iflands  was  much  extolled,  but  more 

ation  of  the  fpeculation  than  induftry  was  bellowed  upon  it,  and  the 

theineof     owncrs  loft  their  time  in  conje6htres  concerning  the  ufe 

^'**"-       it  niight  be  put  to. 

Some  were  inclined  to  make  a  mart  of  it,  where  all 
India  goods  fliould  center.  They  were  to  be  brought  thi- 
ther on  Indian  bottoms,  and  t^en  (hipped  on  board  the. 
French  veflels,  which  were  never  to  go  any  further.  They 
found  a  double  advantage  in  this  fcheme ;  firft,  in  the  lef- 
fening  of  expences,  as^both  the  pay  and  the  maintenance  of 
Indian  failors  is  very  trifling ;  and  fecondly,  in  the  prefeN 

vation 
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vation  of  theihips  crews,  wbich  are  often  deftroyed  by  too  BOOK 
long  a  voyage,  and  ftill  more  frequently  by  the  climate, 
efpecially  at  Bengal  and  in  Arabia.  This  fyftem,  which 
ought,  perhaps,  tcvhave  been  adopted,  was  confidered  as 
impracticable,  oa  account  of  the  fuppofed  neceflity  of  exhi- 
biting a  formidable  flag  on  the  feas  of  Afia,  to  prevent  or 
check  the  infults  that  are  often  committed  in  thofe  parts. 

Others  were  of  opinion  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifle 
of  France  fliould  be  allowed  to  trade  to  India,  which  they 
had  never  yet  been  fuffered  to  do.  TJie  fupporters  of  this 
fyftem  maintained,  that  the  propofed  freedom  would 
prove  an  abundant  fource  of  wealth  to  the  colony,  ani 
confequently  to  the  mother  country.  They  might  be  in  the 
right,  but  the  trials  that  have  been  made  have  not  been 
iViccefsiiil ;  and  without  examining  whether  this  innovation 
had  been  judicioufly  condufled,  it  was  decided  that  the 
ifland  fhould  be  entirely  confined  to  agriculture. 

This  new  regulation  occafioned  frefh  mif^akes.  Men 
Were  fAt  from  Europe  to  the  colony,  who  neither 
underftood  huflTandry  nor  'were  accuftomed  to  labour. 
The  lands  were  diftrlbuted  at  a  venture,  and  without 
^ftinguiftiing  what  was  to  be  cleared  from  what  did 
not  want  it.  Money  was  advanced  to  the  planters, 
not  in  proportion  to  their  induflry,  but  to  the  in- 
tcreft  they  could  make  with  adminillration.  The  com- 
pany, who  got  cent,  per  cent,  upon  the  commodities  the 
colony  drew  from  Europe,  and  fifty  per  cent,  upon  thofe 
that  were  lent  in  froni  India,  required  that  the  produce 
of  the  country  Ifaould  be  delivered  into  their  warehoufes 
at  a  very  low  price.  The  opprelTionof  monopoly  v/as  ag- 
gravated by  the  tyranny  of  endlefs  and  necdlcfs  fervices. 
To  complete  the  misfortunes  of  the  colony,  the  company, 
who  had  kept  all  the  power  in  their  own  hands,  broke 
tlie  engagements  they  had  entered  into  with  their  fubjeds, 
or  rather  with  their  ilaved^ 
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K      Under  fuch  a  government,  no  Improvements  could  be 
cxpeelcd.    Nothing  was  carried  on  with  fCeadinefs.    Cot-» 
ton»  indigo>  fugar>  arnotto,  p^ppcr»  tea»  cocoa ;  every 
thing  was  tried,  but  fo  carelefsly  tl^M^  nb  advantage  was 
procured  from  them,    tn  purfuing  chiriwical  projeds  the 
eiiential  cultures  were  negleded.     Though  in   the  year 
1765    there    were   in    the  colony    1469    white   people^ 
befides  the  troops ;  1587  Indians  ar  free  negroes  ;•  11881 
Haves ;  their  produdions  did  not  amount   to  more  than 
3x0,650  pounds  weight  of  wheat,  47>430  pounds  of  rice» 
1,570,040  pounds  of  maize,  142,700  pounds  of  kidney- 
beans,   135,500  pounds  of  oats.    Thofe  who  had  an  op- 
}>ortunity  of  feeing  and  obferving  the  agriculture  of  the 
Ifle  of  France,  found  it  little  better  than  what  they  had 
fecn  amongft  the  favages. 

SoMB  good  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  colony 
iiQce  it  is  in  the  hands  of  government.  The  culture  of 
coffee  has  been  introduced  there,  as  it  had  loo^  been  at 
Bourbon.  It  thrives  fo  well,  that  they  do  not  defpair  of 
gathering  fix  cr  feven  milions  weight  in  time,  provided  a 
wife  adminiftration  will  fupply  them  with  the  means  of 
improving  this  culture ;  for  without  fuch  helps,  no  colony 
can  poflibly  profper.  To  thefe  hopes  another  has  lately 
been  joined.  1 

It  is  well  known  that  for  thefe  two  hundred  years,  tlie 
Dutch  have  been  enriching  therafelves  by  the  fale  of 
cloves  and  nutmeg.  To  fecure  to  theinfelves  the  ex- 
clufive  trade  of  this  article,  they  have  put  in  irons  or  ut- 
terly deftroyed  the  nation  that  was  in  poffeflion  of  tho(e 
fpices,  and  left  the  price  of  them  (hould  fall  even  in  their 
own  hands,  they  have  rooted  up  moft  of  the  trees,  and  fre- 
quently burnt  the  fruit  of  thofe, they  have  preferved.  This 
abominable*avidity,  which  has  fo  often  been  mentioned  with 
,  indignation  by  other  nations,  fo  exafperatcd  Mr.  Foivre, 
who  had  travelled  all  over  Alia  as  a  naturalill  and  a  phi- 
lofopher,  that  he  availed  himfelf  of  the  authority  he  was 
intruded  with  in  the  I  He  of  France,  and  fent  men  into 

the 
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the  feaft  frequented  parta  of  the  Malaccas,  to  fearch  for  ^  ^  o  K 
what  avarice  had  hitherto  with*held  £pom  the  rdd  of  the. 
world.  The  labours  of  t^ofe  intrepid  and  if^piciousnavi* 
gators',  in  whom  he  confided,  were  crowned  with  fiicfeft. 
.  Oh  the  a4th  of  June  1770,  they  brooght  to  the  Ifle  of 
France  400  mitmeg-trees ;  10,000  nutmegs,  either  grow- 
iQg.Qr  ready  to  grow  ^  70  dove  trees,  and  a  cfaeft  of  doves, 
fome  of  which  wei£  growing,  and  already  oome  up. 
.  THIS-  rich  priae  was  dlftributed  amongft  the  colonifts, 
to  tiy  all  the  fi^crent  ibiU,  and  every  afpe£t  Moil  of 
the  yDuag  trees  ^i^d,  and  the  others  are  not  likely  to  bear 
any  fniit*  But  whatever  may  happen,  the  Ifle  of  Franco 
muft  always  be  allowed  to  be  the  beft  gift  of  nature,  for 
any  nation  defirous  of  trading  ter  Afia,  * 

It  is  fituated  in  the  Afiican  fea$»  hut  juft  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Indian  pecan*  As  it  lies  a  ILtde  out  of  the  coounon 
track,  its  armaments  eaa  be  carried  on  with  the  more  fe* 
crecy • .  They  who  wifli  it  was  nearer  our,  continent,  do 
not  .confider  that  if  it  were  fo,  it  would  be  impoflibleto 
reach  the  coaiis  of  14alabar  and  Coromsndd  in  a  month's 
time,  and  the  moftdiftant  gulphs  in  two  months  at  moft,^ 
which  b  a^  ineftimable  advantage  to  a  nation  that  has  no 
fea-port.  in  India.    This  iflaod,  though  in  the  fame  lati- 
tude as  the  barren  and  fcorching  coafts  of  AMca,  is  tern- 
perate  and  healthful.    The  foil  is  ftony,  but  tolerably  fer- 
tile.   Experience  has  ihewn  that  it  will  produce  moft  of 
the  necefiaries  ^od  even  of  the  luxuries  of  life.    What-* 
ever  may  be  wanting,  they  xa^y  get  from  Madagafcar, 
which  abounds  with  provifibns,  and  from  Bourbon,  where 
the  itihabitants  have- retained  their  fimplicity  of  manners, 
and  a  tafte  for  huA>andry.     What  iron  they  may  want, 
and  cannot  get  from  thofe  two  iflands,  they  dig  out  of 
their  own  mines. 

•    Or£at  Britain  fees  with  a  jealous  eye,  that  her  rivals  it  l>ehdvef 
ftould  be  poflefied  of  a  fettlement  which  may  prove  the  y^  ?*^  *^ 
ruin  of  her  flourifliing  trade  with  Afia.    At  the  very  fii-ft  10  fortify 
Vol.  I.  Kk  -breaking  *^^*^'^ 


491  History  op  settlements  and  trade 

BOOK  breaking  out  of  a  war,  her  utmoft  efforts  will  certainl    be 
^_  1  _f  aimed- at  a  colony  that  threatens  the  fource  of  her  richeft 
France  anU    treafures.    What  a  ftroke  for  France,  fhould  Ihc  fuffer 
ry,  if  it  will  herfclf  to  be  ftripped  of  it ! 
have  any  yg,.  ^his  IS  by  no  means  improbable,  if  we  confider  that 

inarc  in  the 

trade  of  la-  hitherto  there  has  been  no  fettled  plan  for  fortifying  this 
^*  kland ;  that  the  means  have  always  been  iVanting,  or  mis- 

applied ;  that  from  year  to  year,  the  miniftry  of  Lewis  XV. 
have  watted  for  the  difpatches  of  the  adminiflrators  to 
come  to  a  determination,  jiift  as  one  would  wait  for  the 
return  of  a  courier  from  the  frontiers.  Far  from  fuppofing 
that  the  befiegers  would  meet  with  an  infurmountaUe 
refinance,  it  fis  to  be  feared  they  would  carry  their  point 
by  the  force  they  have  in  India  without  any  fuccours  from 
Europe. 

It  is  now  time  to  fpeak  freely.  Whoever  goes  round  the 
coails  of  the  Ifle  of  France,  muft  be  aHoniftied  to  fee  it  every 
where  acceffible  for  boats.  Though  it  is  furrounded  with 
reefis,  there  are  many  bays  where  troops  may  be  landed 
under  the  protedion  of  the  (hip-guns. 

In  thofe  parts  of  the  ifland  where  (hips  muft  keep  fur- 
ther off,  the  fea  is  fo  calm  and  fmooth,  between  the  reef 
and  the  land,  that  boats  may  row  in  the  night  without  the 
leaft  danger. 

If  in  fome  places  between  the  reef  and  the  land,  the 
Water  is  too  (hallow  for  the  boats  to  come  alhore,  then  the 
men  can  land  with  the  water  half  way  up  their  legs.  The 
fea  is  fo  calm  within  the  reef,  that  this  may  be  done  with 
the  utmoft  fafety.  They  are  more  fecure  of  a  retreat  in 
cafe  of  refiftance,  and  the  boats  are  the  fafer  whilft  the 
operation  is  going  forward. 

This  is  without  exception  the  notion  we  are  to  frame 
of  the  Ifle  of  France ;  for  if  we  fometinies  meet  with  a 
point  where  a  boat  cannot  land,  we  are.  fure  of  finding 
an  opening  at  twenty  toifes  to  the  right  or  left.  So  that 
the  enemy  will  never  land  (Word  in  hand,  but  from  igno- 
rance 
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ranee  or  prefuniptioii*    As  it  is  impoffible  to  guard  a  coaft  BOOK 
that  meafures  forty  leagues,  there  will  always  be  feme  de- 
fencelefs  place  fit  for  landing. 

During  the  laft  war,  they  had  creftcd  batteries  allTOund 
the  iflandy  which  pointed  dire^y  to  the  fea ;  and  could 
only  play  upon  ihips  anchored  at  a  diftance,  or  under  fail. 
Some  abler  engineers  hare  found  out  that  thefe  batteries, 
ereAed  at  a  great  expence,  only  divided  the  forces,  an- 
fwered  no  puirpofe,  would  be  as  defencelefs  as  they  were 
ufelefs,  and  could  not  (land  the  fire  of  ihips,  when  the 
bed'  fortifications  are  not  proof  againft  it.  They  are  now 
foriaken,  and  nothing  has  been  fubftitu ted  in  their  (lead* 

T«  E  north«.weft  harbbilr  is  the  chief  place  of  the  ifiand, 
and  muft  be  the  enemy's  principal  obje^  in  his  plan  for 
an  attack.  The  nature  of  the  ground  will  not  admit  of 
fortifying  it  fo  as  to  fland  a  fiege.  It  (hould  be  fecured 
from  a  furprife,  and  then  an  intermediate  fpot  iliould  be 
fortified  in  die  heart  of  the  ifland,  from  whence,  by 
ipeaas  of  communications  pr^>eTly  difpofed,  the  forces 
of  the  colony  may  be  quickly  difpatched  wherever  they 
Height  be  waix^ed. 

With  fuch  an  eftablifhment,  the  enemy  mufi:  fight  a 
kondred  battles  before  he  can  conquer  the  ifland.  He 
will  not  even  compafs  it,  if  the  roads  leading  from  the 
center  to  the  circumference,  which  muft  be  cut  through 
the  "woods,  are  fo  artfully  contrived  as  to  facilitate  the 
motions  of  the  troops  towards  the  circumference,  and  at 
the  fame  timp  to  obftrudt  thofe  of  th«  enemy  towards  the 
center.  The  nature  of  the  country  will  admit  of  this  x 
k  is  full  of  gullies  which  muft  becrolTed,  and  of  mountains 
which  require  many  windings.  It  is  an  eafy  matter  to 
fsize  the  favourable  fpots. 

However,  there  is  fo  neceffoty  and  abfolute  a  connec> 
ti'on  between  thelile  of  France  and  Pondicherry,  that  thofe 
ti¥Q  pofieilions  are  altogether  dependent  on  each  other ; 
£Dr»  without  the  lile  of  France*  there  would  be  no  protecsf 

KJ^a  tior? 
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BOOK  tion  for  the  fettlement  in  India ;  and  wifKout  Pdadicherrf« 
'  '        the  Ifle  of  France  would  be  expofed  to  the  invafion  of  tfae 
Englifh  from  Afia  as  well  as  from  Europe* 

The  Ifle  of  France  and  Pondichenryy  confidered  in  their 
iieccflary  connection,  ^i^i  be  a  iecurity  to  each  other. 
Pondkherry  will  protedlihe  Ifie  of  France^  as  hemg  the 
rival  ,of  Madrafsy  which  the  EngHih  m%&  always  eorer 
with  their  land  and  Tea  forces ;  and  on  the  other  hand  the 
Ifle  of  France  will  always  be  ready  to  fuoCour  Pondicherryj 
4)r  to  aA  offenfiVely^  al  eircumftanccs  fliall  require. 

From  thefb  principles  it  appears  how  neeeflaty  it  is 
to  put  Pondicherry  immediately  in  a  ftate  of  defence.  Emer 
iince  the  year  176/^^  private  interefts  that  daih  with  the 
intereft  of  the  nation^  have  made  it  a  matter  of  doubt 
which  was  the  befl:  plan  of  fortification  for  this  impor- 
tant place.    Confiderable  fums  have  alresMiy  been  expend* 
cd  on  this  account^  and  all  to  no  purpofe^  becaufe  th^ 
have  been  fuccef&?ely  laid  out  upon  contrary  fyftems.    It 
would  be  needlefs  to  dwell  upon  the  mifchiefs .  attending 
thefe  eternal  unicertainties. 
The  French      When  the  Ifle  of  France  and  Pondicherry  are  ouqp  ptit 
fi  "f  °S^    in  a  proper  pofture  of  defence j  we  may  then  think  of 
biiihed  in      trade,  which  ceaied  to  exift  the  moment  it  became  free. 
^ake  ofFthe  ^'^'^^^^  ^^^  expeditions  to  China  have  continued,  thofe  to 
oppreflion      the  iflands  of  France  and  Bourbon  have  even  increafed  3 

which  the       ,     ^  ^  ^  ^  ,  .  , 

Englifh  im-  ^^^  exccpt  ^n  armament  or  two,  which  were  owiog  to 
pofe  upon  particular  eircumftanccs,  no  ienfible  merchant  has  lent 
his  property  to  Malabar,  Coromandel  or  Bengal ;  and  the 
few  who  have.venture^  to  do  it,  hate  been  mined.  It 
could  not  be  otherwife,  and  yet  no  inference  can  be  draUrn 
from  thence  in  favour  of  exclufive  privileges. 

It  may  be  remembered  that  the  delkrudUon  of  the  com- 
pany, which  would  have  happened  of  itfelf/  was  haftened 
by  avarice  and  animofity.  Politics,  which  were  not  con^ 
cemed  in  the  revolution,  had  made  no  ptX)Vjfion  for  tho 
regulation  of  that  .public  trade  which  was  to  fupply  tho 

place 
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place  of  the  exclufive  ^xrnkge.  That  fudden  ttanfition  S 
coiild  be  attended  with  no  fuccefs.  Before  this  new  fyilem 
was  entered  upon/  private  merchanta  dugbt«  infenilbly 
and  gradually,  to  have  been  fubflituted  to  the  company* 
They  ihould  have  been  put  in  the  way  of  acquiring  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  feveral  branches  of  a  commerce 
to  which  they  were  utter  ftranger9«  They  ihould  hare  been 
allowed  time  to  form  connedions  in  the  factories.  They 
ihould  have  been  favoured  and  afTifted  in  their  firfl  expe- 
ditions. 

But,  all  thefe  precautions  would  have  been  infuf- 
ficient  to  infure  the  fuccefs  of  the  French  traders  in 
India.  It  was  morally  impoflible  they  Ihould  cope  with 
the  Englilhy  who  being  mafters  of  every  thing  and  every 
place,  .had  all  (he  advantages  resulting  from  power,  and 
from  the  loofe  principles  which  profperity  infpires ;  which 
gave  them  fair  opportuuttks  of  defeating  all  attempts  of 
this  kind.  So  that  which  ever  way,  or  in  whatever  (hape 
the  trade  of  France  was  carried  on,  it  muft  of  courfe 
fuffer  greatly.  No  doubt,  things  would  fucceed  better,  4f 
the  court  of  Verfailles  were  to  put  the  fettlements  in  India 
in  a  condition  to  grant  that  protedion  which  every  fove- 
reign  owes  to  his  fubjects  throughout  his  dominions.  It 
would  be  better  ftill  if  the  Britiih  minidry  would  watch 
over  the  execution  of  treaties  with  that  fleadinefs  that 
juftice  requires.  But  this  oppreifion,  alike  difgraceful  to 
the  nation  that  fuffers.  from  it,  and  to  the  nation  that 
allows  it,  can  never  be  effectually  removed,  but  by  reftor- 
ing  the  balance  between  them,  and  unfortunately  this  can 
only  be  done  by  a  war. 

Far  be  it  from  us  to  fuggefl  any  idea  that  would  tend 
to  rekindle  the  flames  of  difcord.  Rather  let  the  voice  of 
reafon  and  philofophy  be  heard  by  the  rulers  of  the  world. 

ft 

May  all  fovereigns,  after  fo  many  ages  of  error,  learn  to 
prefer  the  virtuous  glory  of  making  a  few  men  happy,  to 
^he  mad  ambition  of  reigning  over  wafted  regions  and 

over       i 
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BOOK  over  people  groaning  under  the  weight  of  oppreffion.  Maj< 
all  men  •become  brethreoy  and  accuftom  themielves*  to 
coniider  the  univerie  as  one  family,  under  the  eye  of 
one  comtnon  father.    But  thefe  wilhes,  which  are  thofe 

■ 

of  every  fenlible  and  humane  man,  will  appear  at  idle 
dreams  to  ambitious  minifters,  who  bold  the  reigns  of 
empire.  Their  bufy  and  refllefs  diTpofition  will  dill  {he4 
torrents  of  blood. 

Some  pitiful  commercial  intereftwUi  again  arm  the  French 
and  the  Engiiih.  Though  Great  BAtain,  in  moft  of  her  wars, 
has  aimed  chiefly  at  dedroying  the  induftry'of  her  neigh- 
bours, and  though  the  fuperiority  of  her  naval  forces  may 
feed  this  hope,  fo  often  deceived,  we  may  fafely  forctel 
that  flie  would  chu(e  to  remove  the  fcene  of  sfction  from 
the  feas  of  Alia,  where  (he  would  have  fo  little  to  gain, 
and  fo  much  to  lofe.  That  power  is  not  ignorant  of  the 
fecret  wifties  formed  on  all  (ides  for  the  overthrow  of 
an  edifice  which  obflructs  all  the  reft.     The  fubah  of 

• 

Bengal  fecrctly  murmurs  at  his  not  having  fo  much  as 
a  feeming  authority.  The  fubah  of  the  Decap  is  inconfo- 
lable  to  fee  his  commerce  under  the  controul  of  a  foreign 
power.  The  nabob  of  Arcot  endeavours  to  difpel  the  jea- 
loufies  of  his  tyrants.  The  Marattas  arc  exafperated  to 
find  nothing  but  obftacles  to  their  depredations.  All  the 
powers  in  thofe  parts,  either  are  actually  enflaved,  or  think 
themfclves  at  the  eve  of  being  fo.  England,  wemaypre- 
fHme,  would  not  wifh  to  fee  the  French  at  the  head  of 
fuch  a  confederacy.  A  ftrict  neutrality  for  the  Indies 
would  fuit  them  beft,  and  we  may  be  fure  this  is  the 
fcheme  they  would  gladly  follow. 

But  would  this  fyftem  be  as  .eligible  for  their  rivals  ? 
Certainly  not.  The  French  are  informed  that  warlike  pre- 
parations made  at  the  ifle  of  France  might  be  of  great  fer- 
vice  ;  that  the  conquefts  of  the  Englilh  are  too  extenfive 
not  to  lie  expofed  ;  and  that  fince  their  experienced  officers 
-are  returned  home,  the^ritiih  poffeifions  in  Indoftan  are 
only  guarded  by  young  people,  who  are  more  intent  upon 

making 
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making  their  fortunes  than  upon  mUitary  exerclfes.  It  is, 
therefore,  to  be  prefumed,  that  a  warlike  nation  would 
eagerly  feize  an  opportunity  of  repairing  their  former 
diiafters«  At  the  fight  of  their  ftandards,  all  thefe  op- 
prefled  forereigns  would  take  the  field  $  and  the  rulers  of 
India,  furrounded  with  enemies  and  attacked  at  once  on 
the  north  and  on  the  fouth^  by  fea  and  by  land,  would 
infallibly  be  overpowered. 

Then  the  French,  conildered  as  the  deliverers  of  Indoftan^ 
would  emerge  from  thaf  ftate  of  humiliation  into  which 
their  owh  mifcj!>nduct  hath  plunged  them.  They  would  be- 
come the  idols  of  the  princes  and  people  of  Afia,  provided 
the  revolution  they  had  brought  about  was  to  them  a  lefTon 
of  moderation.  Their  trade  will  be  extenfive  and  flouriih* 
ing  fo  long  as  they  know  how  to  be  juft.  But  this  profpe* 
rity  would  end  in  fome  fatal  cataftrophe,  ihould  an  inordi- 
nate ambition  prompt  them  to  plunder,  ravage  and  opprefs. 
To  give  ftability  to  their  fituation,  they  muft  even,  by 
noble  and  generous  proceedings,  force  their  rivals  to 
forgive  them  their  advantages.  No  great  magnanimity 
will  be  requifite,  patiently  to  endure  the  operations  of  the 
northern  nations  of  Europe  in  the  feas  of  Afia. 


TffB    END   OP   THE    riRST    VOLVME. 
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